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Chapters 

44.04 General provisions. 
44.07 A Legislative districts and apportionment. 
44.16 Legislative inquiry. 
44.18 Claims. 
44.20 Session Iaws. 
44.24 Legislative council. 
44.28 Legislative budget committee. 
44.30 Joint committee on higher education. 
44.33 Joint committee on education. 
44.36 Joint committee on urban area government. 
44.39 Joint committee on nuclear energy. 
44.40 Legislative transportation committee--Senate 

and house transportation and utilities 
committees. 

44.60 Legislative ethics. 

Adjournments: State Constitution Art. 2 § I I. 
Administrative rules, review by legislature and legislative council: 

RCW 34.04. 160. 
Apportionment: State Constitution Art. 22. 
Attorney general, legal adviser for legislature: RCW 43. 10.030. 
Biennial and special sessions: State Constitution Art. 2 § 12. 
Bills 

drafting service maintained by code reviser: RCW 1.08.027. 
forging draft of bill or resolution: RCW 9.44.020. 
origin and amendment: State Constitution Art. 2 § 20. 
passage, requirements for: State Constitution Art. 2 § 22. 
printing of bills by public printer: RCW 43. 78.030. 
private interest in: State Constitution Art. 2 § 30. 
style: State Constitution Art. 2 § 18. 
time for introduction of: State Constitution Art. 2 § 36. 
to embrace one subject: State Constitution Art. 2 § 19. 

Bribery or corrupt solicitation of legislators: State Constitution Art. 2 
§ 30. 

Campaign financing, disclosure of: Chapter 42. 17  RCW. 
Census, to provide for: State Constitution Art. 2 § 3. 
Code of ethics: Chapter 42.22 RCW. 
Commission on uniform legislation: Chapter 43.56 RCW. 
Compeliing attendance: State Constitution Art. 2 § 8. 
Compensation of members 

amount of: RCW 43.03.010. 
appointees to oDice of state legislator: RCW 43.03.015. 
extra compensation prohibited: State Constitution Art. 2 § 25. 
how determined: State Constitution Art. 28 § 1 (Amendment 20). 

Compensation of state oDicers, legislature to determine: State Consti­
tution Art. 28 § 1 (Amendment 20). 

Composition: State Constitution Art. 2 § 2. 
Constitutional provisions relating to legislature: State Constitution 

Art. 2. 
Contempt of legislature, how punished: State Constitution Art. 2 § 9. 
Contested elections of state elective oDicers, legislature to decide: 

State Constitution Art. 3 § 4. 
Continuity of government act: Chapter 42. 14 RCW. 
Countres, government, legislature to provide for: State Constitution 

Art. II§ 4. 

Counties, oDicers, legislature to provide for and fix compensation: 
State Constitution Art. II § 5 (Amendment 12); Art. 11 § 8. 

Crimes relating to legislature: Chapter 9.55 RCW. 
Disturbing legislature or intimicfuting member: RCW 9.55.010. 
Elections 

certification to legislature of returns: RCW 43.07.030. 
judges of own election and qualifications: State Constitution Art. 

2 § 8. 
oDicers of legislature: State Constitution Art. 2 § 10. 
qualifications of legislators: State Constitution Art. 2 § 7. 
registration laws, legislature to enact: State Constitution Art. 6 § 

7. 
representatives: State Constitution Art. 2 § 4. 
secrecy of voting, legislature to provide for: State Constitution 

Art. 6 § 6. 
senators: State Constitution Art. 2 § 6. 
time for holding: State Constitution Art. 2 § 5. 
voice vote required: State Constitution Art. 2 § 27. 

Expulsion of member: State Constitution Art. 2 § 9. 
Extraordinary sessions convened by governor: State Constitution Art. 

3 § 7. 
Financial disclosure by members: Chapter 42.1 7  RCW. 
Forgery of legislative bill or resolution: RCW 9.44.020. 
Free transportation prohibited: State Constitution Art. 2 § 39; Art. 12 

§ 20. 
Freedom of debate: State Constitution Art. 2 § 1 7. 
Governor-elect, appropriation for office and staff: RCW 43.06.055. 
Go'i'ernor's message to legislature: State Constitution Art 3 § 6. 
Harbor line commission, legislature shall provide for: State Constitu-

tion Art. 15 § I (Amendment 15). 
Homestead and other property exemptions of families, legislature to 

protect: State Constitution Art. 19 § 1. 
Hospitalization and medical aid for public employees and depen­

dents--Premiums, governmental contributions authorized: RCW 
41.04. 180, 41.04. 190. 

Immunity of members from arrest: State Constitution Art. 2 § 16. 
Impeachment: State Constitution Art. 5 §§ 1, 2. 
Initiative and referendum: State Constitution Art. 2 § I (Amendment 

7); chapter 29.79 RCW. 
Journals 

distribution of copies: RCW 40.04.090. 
each house to keep: State Constitution Art. 2 § I I. 
entry of vote upon: State Constitution Art. 2 § 21. 
public printer to print and bind: RCW 43. 78.030. 
secretary of state as custodian: RCW 43.07.040. 

Judicial council, legislative membership on: RCW 2.52.010. 
Judiciary 

inferior courts, legislature to prescribe jurisdiction and powers of: 
State Constitution Art. 4 § 12. 

justices of the peace, number, powers, duties and jurisdiction to 
be fixed by legislature: State Constitution Art. 4 § 10 
(Amendment 28). 

publication of supreme court opinions to be provided for by leg­
islature: State Constitution Art. 4 § 21. 

supreme court judges, legislature may increase number: State 
Constitution Art. 4 § 2. 

Legislation 
effective cfute: State Constitution Art. 2 § 41 (Amendment 26). 
how signed: State Constitution Art. 2 § 32. 
limitation of amendments: State Constitution Art. 2 § 38. 
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secrel1iry of state custodian of acts, resolutions and journals: 
RCW 43.07.040. 

section amended must be set forth in full: State Constitution Art. 
2 § 37. 

special legislation prohibited: State Constitution Art. 2 § 28. 
time limitation for introduction: State Constitution Art. 2 § 36. 
veto: State Constitution Art. 3 § 12. 

Legislative district chairmen: RCW 29.42.070. 
Legislative information system, chta processing, code reviser to oper­

ate: RCW 1.08. 100. 
Legislators as retired state employees for insurance purposes: RCW 

41.05.080. 
Legislature 

community college bonds, legislature may provide additional 
means for payment of principal and interest on: RCW 
28B.50.400. 

reports to 
community colleges, pension plans for faculty, study report on: 

RCW 28B.50.570. 
education commission: RCW 28A.92.010. 
higher education assistance authority: RCW 28B.l7. 1 70. 
state higher education administrative procedures act: RCW 

28B.l9.050. 
studies on environmental problems by director of ecology: 

RCW 43.21A.l30. 
Limitations on holding other public office: State Constitution Art. 2 

§§ 13, 14. 
Medicine and surgery, legislature to enact Jaws to regulate: State 

Constitution Art. 20 § 2. 
Microfilming of records to provide continuity of civil government: 

Chapter 40. 10 RCW. 
Mileage: State Constitution Art. 2 § 23; RCW 43.03.010. 
Militia, legislature to provide for: State Constitution Art. 10 § 2. 
Misconduct of public officers: Chapter 42.20 RCW. 
Municipal corporations 

combined city and county, legislature to provide for: State Con­
stitution Art. 1 1  § 16 (Amendment 23). 

incorporation, provisions for to be provided by legislature: State 
Constitution Art. 1 1  § 10. 

limitation on power of legislature to levy taxes upon: State Con­
stitution Art. 1 1  § 12. 

local improvement by special assessments, legislature may pro­
vide: State Constitution Art. 7 § 9. 

Navigable waters, right to lease land for wharves, docks, etc., legisla-
ture to provide laws for: State Constitution Art. 15 § 2. 

Private interest of legislator in bill: State Constitution Art. 2 § 30. 
Privilege from arrest: State Constitution Art. 2 § 1 6. 
Property tax committee: Chapter 84. 10 RCW. 
Qualifications of legislators: State Constitution Art. 2 § 7. 
Quorum: State Constitution Art. 2 § 8. 
Reapportionment: State Constitution Art. 2 § 3. 
Recall: State Constitution Art. 1 §§ 33, 34 (Amendment 8); chapter 

29.82 RCW. 
Records of legislature kept by secrel1iry of state: State Constitution 

Art. 3 § 1 7. 
Reports to legislature 

aeronautics commission: RCW 14.04.080. 
attorney general: RCW 43. 10. 100. 
board of prison terms and paroles: RCW 9.95.265. 
budget of governor: RCW 43.88.060. 
Columbia basin commission: RCW 43.49.070. 
commissioner of public lands: RCW 79.01. 744. 
director of institutions: RCW 72.0/.320. 
form of reports: RCW 43.01.030. 
gambling commission on state lottery: RCW 67.67.030. 
governor's budget: RCW 43.88.060. 
insurance commissioner: RCW 48.02. 1 70. 
judicial council: RCW 2.52.050. 
liquor control board: RCW 66.08.028. 
period covered: RCW 43.01.035. 
secrel1iry of state: RCW 43.07.030, 43.07.060. 
state auditor: RCW 43.09.050. 
state highway commission: RCW 47.01.140. 
state treasurer: RCW 43.08.010, 43.08. 150. 

(Title�2) 

statute law committee: RCW 1.08.026. 
uniform legislation commission: RCW 43.56.030. 

Reprieves, commutations and pardons, governor to report to legisla­
ture: State Constitution Art. 3 § 1 1. 

Revised Code of Washington, legislators to receive copies of: RCW 
1.08.070. 

Salaries: RCW 43.03.010. 
Salaries for public officials in appropriations act: RCW 43.03.045. 
Schools, legislature to provide for: State Constitution Art. 9 § 2. 

Session Jaws 
delivery of copies for use of legislature: RCW 40.04.040. 
public printer to print and bind: RCW 43.78.030. 
secrel1iry of state as custodian of acts and resolutions: RCW 

43.07.040. 
Sessions, time for meeting, duration: State Constitution Art. 2 § 12. 

Soldiers' home, legislature to provide for: State Constitution Art. 10 § 
3. 

Special sessions convened by governor: State Constitution Art. 3 § 7. 
State highway commission study reports available to legislators upon 

request: RCW 47.01. 145. 
State participation within student exchange compact programs-­

Council to advise legislature: RCW 28B.80. 1 70. 

Statute law committee, legislative membership on: RCW 1.08.001. 

Taxation 
deficiencies, legislature may provide for tax to pay: State Consti­

tution Art. 7 § 8. 
limitation on legislature to tax municipal corporations: State 

Constitution Art. I 1 § 12. 

Vacancies 
acceptance of federal office vacates seat: State Constitution Art. 

2 § 14. 
how filled: State Constitution Art. 2 § 15 (Amendment 52). 
term of person elected to fill: RCW 42. 12.030. 

Veto: State Constitution Art. 3 § 12. 

Sections 
44.04.010 
44.04.040 
44.04.041 

44.04.050 
44.04.051 
44.04.060 
44.04.070 
44.04.080 
44.04.090 
44.04.100 
44.04.120 

Chapter 44.04 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Date of regular sessions. 
Vouchers for pay and mileage of members-Warrants. 
,Warrants for pay and mileage of members-Payment 

of. 
Vouchers for pay of employees-Warrants. 
Warrants for pay of employees-Payment of. 
Vouchers for incidental expenses-Warrants. 
Warrants for incidental expenses-Payment of. 
Subsistence and lodging of members-Per diem. 
Warrants for subsistence and lodging. 
Contest of election--Depositions. 
Members' allowances when engaged in committee 

business. 
44.04.130 Accidental death and dismemberment coverage during 

aircraft flights for members of legislature. 
44.04.140 Security and protection of legislature-Duty of state 

patrol to provide. 
44.04.170 Associations of municipal corporations or municipal of-

ficers to furnish information to legislature and 
governor. 

44.04.180 Legislative records-Preservation. 

Cashing checks for state officers and employees: RCW 43.08. 1 80. 

Emoluments of office for appointees to office of state legislator: RCW 
43.03.015. 

Interim committee on public employees' collective bargaining: RCW 
41.56.400-41.56.420. 

44.04.010 Date of regular sessions. The third legisla­
ture of the state of Washington shall meet on the sec­
ond Monday of January, A. D. 1 893, and sessions of 
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the legislature shall be held biennially thereafter, com­
mencing on the second Monday of January. [ 1 89 1  c 20 
§ I ; RRS § 8 1 77.] 
Biennial and special sessions: State Constitution Art. 2 § 12. 

44.04.040 Vouchers for pay and mileage of mem­
bers--Warrants. The chief clerk of the house of rep­
resentatives and the secretary of the senate are hereby 
directed to prepare vouchers for the state treasurer for 
the mileage and daily pay of members of the legislature 
on presentation of certificates showing amounts due for 
miles traveled and services rendered to dates specified. 
The certificates shall be signed by the speaker or presi­
dent, and countersigned by the chief clerk or secretary, 
respectively, of the body to which the members belong. 
The state treasurer shall issue warrants which shall be 
in favor of and payable to the order of the persons 
named in said certificates. [ 1 973 c 1 06 § 1 7 ;  1 890 p 6 § 
l ; RRS § 8 150.] 
Annual salary: RCW 43.03.010. 
Mileage allowance: State Constitution Art. 2 § 23; RCW 43.03.010. 

44.04.041 Warrants for pay and mileage of mem­
bers--Payment of. Upon presentation of a warrant 
drawn as provided for in RCW 44.04.040, to the state 
treasurer, that officer shall pay the same out of any 
money in the treasury of the state appropriated for the 
expenses of the legislature of the state of Washington: 
Provided, That should there be no money in the state 
treasury covered by such appropriation, the state trea­
surer shall indorse such fact on the warrant presented, 
and said warrant shall draw interest from the date of 
such presentation and indorsement, and shall be pay­
able thereafter in the manner provided by existing law 
and custom. [ 1 890 p 6 § 2; RRS § 8 1 5 1 .  Formerly RCW 
44.04.070, part.] 

44.04.050 Vouchers for pay of employees--War­
rants. The chief clerk of the house of representatives 
and the secretary of the senate shall prepare vouchers 
for the state treasurer for sums covering amounts due 
officers and employees of the legislature on presentation 
of certificates signed by the speaker or president, and 
countersigned by the chief clerk or secretary of the 
body in which the service of the officer or employee is 
rendered, and showing amounts due to dates specified. 
The state treasurer shall issue warrants which shall be 
drawn in favor and be made payable to the order of the 
officer or employee named in each certificate. [ 1 973 c 
106 § 1 8; 1 890 p 3 § 1 ;  RRS § 8 148.] 

44.04.051 Warrants for pay of employees--Pay­
ment of. Upon presentation to the state treasurer of a 
warrant drawn as provided for in RCW 44.04.050, that 
officer shall pay the same from any money in the state 
treasury appropriated for the expenses of the legislature 
of the state of Washington: Provided, That should there 
be no money in the treasury of the state covered by 
such appropriation, the state treasurer shall indorse 
such fact on the warrant presented, and said warrant 
shall draw interest from date of such indorsement and 
shall be payable thereafter as is provided by law and 

custom. [ 1 890 p 3 § 2; RRS § 8 149. Formerly RCW 44-
.04.070, part.) 

44.04.060 Vouchers for incidental expenses--War­
rants. The chief clerk of the house of representatives 
and the secretary of the senate are hereby directed to 
prepare vouchers for the state treasurer for the inciden­
tal expenses of the legislature, on presentation of certif­
icates showing amounts due for material furnished and 
services rendered to dates specified. The certificates 
shall be signed by the speaker or president, and coun­
tersigned by the sergeant-at-arms, respectively, of the 
body ordering the expenditures. The state treasurer 
shall issue warrants which shall be in favor of and pay­
able to the order of the persons named in said certifi­
cates. ( 1 973 c 106 § 1 9; 1 890 p 1 0  § 1 ;  RRS § 8 1 52.] 

44.04.070 Warrants for incidental expenses--Pay­
ment of. Upon presentation of a warrant, drawn as pro­
vided for in RCW 44.04.060, to the state treasurer, that 
officer shall pay the same out of any money in the trea­
sury of the state appropriated for the expenses of the 
legislature of the state of Washington: Provided, That 
should there be no money in the state treasury covered 
by such appropriation, the state treasurer shall indorse 
such fact on the warrant presented, and said warrant 
shall draw interest from the date of such presentation 
and indorsement, and shall be payable thereafter in the 
manner provided by existing law and custom. [ 1 890 p 
10 § 2; RRS § 8 1 53. FORMER PARTS OF SECTION: 
(i) 1 890 p 3 § 2, now codified as RCW 44.04:05 1 .  (ii) 
1890 p 6 § 2, now codified as RCW 44.04.041 .] 

44.04.080 Subsistence and lodging of members-­
Per diem. Members of the legislature including the 
president of the senate shall be paid not to exceed forty 
dollars per day in lieu of subsistence and lodging during 
and while attending any legislative session. [ 1 969 c 3 § 
2; 1 965 ex.s. c 127 § 6; 1965 c 3 § 1 ;  1957 c 3 § I ;  1 953 
ex.s. c 2 § 2; 1 945 c 4 § 1 ;  1 94 1  c 1 73 § 1 ;  Rem. Supp. 
1945 § 8 1 53-I .] 

Legislative declaratio-1969 c 3: "In view of the decrea sed pur­
cha sing power of the dolla r a nd the concomita nt increa se in the cost 
of living during the pa st severa l yea rs, the members of the legisla ture 
decla re tha t the twenty-five dolla r per diem a llowa nce provided dur­
ing the pa st severa l sessions in lieu of subsistence a nd lodging is in­
a dequa te to cover necessa ry expenses incurred while a ttending 
sessions of the legisla ture. The legisla ture further finds a nd decla res 
tha t forty dolla rs per day is a fa ir and a dequa te a llowa nce to cover 
such reimbursement." [1969 c 3 § 1.] This a pplies to RCW 44.04.080. 

44.04.090 Warrants for subsistence and lodging. The 
state treasurer shall issue warrants for said reimburse­
ment supported by affidavits that the reimbursement is 
claimed for expenses of subsistence and lodging actual­
ly incurred without itemization and without receipts. 
Such warrants shall be immediately paid from any 
funds appropriated for the purpose. [ 1 973 c 106 § 20; 
1 94 1  c 1 73 § 2; Rem. Supp. 1 94 1  § 8 1 53-2.) 

44.04.100 Contest of election--Depositions. Any 
person desiring to contest the election of any member 
of the legislature, may, at any time after the presump­
tive election of such member and before the convening 

ITitle 44---p 3) 
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of the ensuing regular session of the legislature, have 
the testimony of witnesses, to be used in support of 
such contest, taken and perpetuated, by serving not less 
than

. 
three days: written notice upon the member whose 

electiOn he desires to contest, of his intention to insti­
tute such contest and that he desires to take the testi­
mony of certain witnesses named in such notice at a 
time and pl

.
ac� named therein, before a notary public 

duly commiSSioned and qualified and residing in the 
county where the presumptive member resides, giving 
the name 

.
of such notary public, which deposition shall 

be taken
. 
I
.
n th� m�n

.
ner �rovi?ed by law for the taking 

of deposi�IOns m CIVIl actiOns m the superior court. The 
presumptive member of the legislature, whose election 
Is to be contested, shall have the right to appear, in 
person 

.
or by counsel, at the time and place named in 

the notice, and cross examine any witness produced and 
h

.
a�e such cross examination made a part of such depo­

s�tion, and to produce witnesses and have their deposi­
tions taken for the purpose of sustaining his election. 
The notary publi� before whom such deposition is 
taken shall transmit such depositions to the presiding 
officer of the senate, or house of representatives, as the 
case may be, in which said contest is to be instituted, in 
the care of the secretary of state, at the sta'te capitol, by 
registered mail, and it shall be the duty of the secretary 
of

. 
stat� upon t

.
h� convening of the legislature to trans­

mit said depositions, unopened, to the presiding officer 
of the senate, or the house of representatives, as the 
case may be, to whom it is addressed, and in case such 
contest is

. 
inst.ituted 

.
said depositions may be opened 

and read m evidence m the manner provided by law for 
the opening and introduction of depositions in civil ac-· 
tions in the superior court. [ 1927 c 205 § I ;  RRS § 
8162-1. Prior: Code 1881 §§ 3125-3139.] 

Contest of elections: Chapter 29.65 RCW. 
Depositions: Rules of court: CR 2fr-37. 

Legislature to judge election and qualifications of members: State 
Constitution Art. 2 § 8. 

Recall: State Constitution Art. I §§ 33, 34 (Amendment 8); Chapter 
29.82 RCW. 

44.04. 120 Members' allowances when engaged in 
committee business. Each member of the senate or 
house of representatives when serving on official legis­
lati�e business

_ 
durin& the interim between legislative 

sessiOns, or while servmg on the legislative budget com­
mittee, or any other standing, permanent or interim 
committee, commission, or council of the legislature 
shall be entitled to receive, in lieu of per diem or any 
other payment, for each day or major portion thereof in 
which he is actually engaged in legislative business or 
business of the committee, commission, or council, not­
withstandin� any laws to the contrary, forty dollars per 
day, plus mileage allowance at the rate provided for in 
RCW 43.03.060, as now or hereafter amended per mile 
when authorized by the house, committee, commission, 
or council of which he is a member and on the business 
of which he is engaged. 

�is sectio� sh�ll no! apply to any official travel by 
legislators wh1ch IS subject to the provisions of Article 
2, section 23 of the state Constitution. [1974 1st ex.s. c 

(Title 44---p 4) 

157 § 2; 1973 1st ex.s. c 197 § 5; 1967 ex.s. c 112 § 4; 
1963 ex.s. c 7 § 1; 1959 ex.s. c 10 § 1.] 

Legislative finding and declaration-1973 1st ex.s. c 197: "In view 
of the decreased purchasing power of the dollar and the concomitant 
increase in th� cost of living during the past several years, the mem­
bers of the le�slature .declare that the twenty-five dollar per diem al­
lowance proVlded dunng the past several interims between sessions in 
lieu of _subsistence _and lo?ging is in�deq�te �o cov�r necessary ex­
penses mcurred while sefVlng on official legtslauve busmess during the 
interim. "_[he le�slature further finds and declares that forty dollars 
per day 1s a farr and adequate allowance to cover such reimburse­
ment." [19 73 1 st ex.s. c 19 7 § 4 .] 

44.04.130 Accidental death and dismemberment cov­
erage during aircraft flights for members of legislature. 
See RCW 43.01.120. 

44.04.140 Security and protection of legislature-­
Duty of state patrol to provide. See RCW 43.43.037. 

44.04. t 70 Associations of municipal corporations or 
municipal officers to furnish information to legislature 
and gQvernor. It shall be the duty of each association of 
municipal corporations or municipal officers, which is 
recognized by law and utilized as an official agency for 
the coordination of the policies and/or administrative 
programs of municipa� corporations, to submit bienni­
ally, or oftener as necessary, to the governor and to the 
legi

.
slature t�� jo��t recomm�ndations of such partici­

patmg mumcipahtles regardmg changes which would 
affect the efficiency of such municipal corporations. 
Such associations shall include but shall not be limited 
to the Washington state association of fire commission­
ers, the Washington state association of water districts, 
the Washington state association of sewer districts, and 
the Washington state. school directors' association. 
[1970 ex.s. c 69 § 2.] 

�.
1970 e��· c 69: "It is the purpose of this act to assist 

the legtslature m obtammg adequate information as to the needs of its 
municipal corporations and other public agencies and their recom­
mendations for improvements." [19 70 ex.s. c 69 § 1 .] 

lntent--Construction-1970 ex.s. c 69: "The intent of this act is 
to clarify and implement 

.
the powers of the public agencies to which it 

rel.at�s and nothing herem shall be construed to impair or limit the 
eXIstmg powers of any municipal corporation or association." [19 70 
ex.s. c 69 § 3 .] J'!tc:Joregoing annotations apply to RCW 44 .04.1 70. 

44.04.180 Legislative records--Preservation. See 
RCW 40.14.100---40.14.180. 

Sections 

Chapter 44.07 A 
LEGISLATIVE DISTRICTS AND 

APPORTIONMENT 

44 .07A.001 Purpose. 
44 .07 A.005 Definitions. 
44.07 A.03 0 Third legislative district. 
44 .07A.040 Fourth legislative district. 
44 .07 A.050 Fifth legislative district. 
44 .07 A.060 Sixth legislative district. 
44.07 A.l3 0 Thirteenth legislative district. 
44 .07 A.l4 0 Fourteenth legislative district. 
4 4.07 A.23 0  Twenty-third legislative district. 
44 .07 A.260 Twenty-sixth legislative district. 
44 .07 A.270 Twenty-seventh legislative district. 
44.07A.900 Severability--19 74 l st ex.s. c 123 . 
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Appendix 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON 

AT SEATTLE 

Filed ahd Entered on Docket 
April 21, 1972 

GEORGE N. PRINCE, 

Plaintiff, 
v. 

A. LUDLOW KRAMER, As 
Secretary of State; et. a!., 

Defendants
' 

And Interveners. 

CIVIL NO. 9668 

ORDER 

Before JERTBERG, Circuit Judge, and GOODWIN, and 
McGOVERN, District Judges. 

THE·COURT'S PLAN AND ORDER FOR 
LEGISLATIVE AND CONGRESSIONAL REDISTRICTING 

FOR THE STATE OF WASHINGTON 

By Judges Jertberg, Goodwin and McGovern: 

This suit which is now before the court sitting as a three-judge 
panel under 28 

_
U.S.C.A. § 2281, was comme!J.ced on May 5, 1971, 

following the failure of the 1971 session of the Washington Legisla­
ture to enact new congressional and legislative redistricting plans on 
the basis of the 1970 decennial census. On July 30, 1971, a pretrial 
order was entered by which we determined, inter alia, the 1970 popu­
lation of each of the seven existing congressional districts and forty­
nine legislative districts which had been formed by the legislature six 
years earlier, in 1965, through its enactment of Chapter 6, Laws of 
1965, and Chapter 152, Laws of 1965, Ex. Sess.- following earlier re­
districting litigation in Thigpen v. Meyers, 211 F. Supp. 826, (USDC, 
NOW 1962) 378 U.S. 554 (judgment affirmed). These seven congres­
sional districts were found to have popu)ations varying from a high of 
573, 385 to a low of 398, 929, while the legislative districts were found 
to range from a high of 130,070 to a low of 44,108 in population. 

Accordingly, on August 19, 1971, we entered an interlocutory order 
declaring both 1965 redistricting laws (which had been formulated on 
the basis of 1960 federal census data) to be unconstitutional and 
invalid - on the ground that the population variances involved were 
such as to cause both of these plans to violate the equal protection 
clause of Amendment 14 to the United States Constitution as inter­
preted and applied by the United States Supreme Court in Baker v. 
Carr, 369 U.S. 186 (1962); Wesbeny v. Sanders, 378 U.S. 1 (1964); 
Reynolds v. Sims, 377 U.S. 533 (1964), and companion cases; Fortson 
v. Dorsey, 379 U.S. 433 (1965); Bums v. Richardson, 384 U.S. 73 
(1966); Swann v. Adams, 385 U.S. 440 (1967); Kilgarlin v. Hill, 386 
U.S. 120 (1967); Kirkpatrick v. Preisler, 394 U.S. 526 (1969); Wells v. 
Rockefeller, 394 U.S. 542 (1969); Whitcomb v. Chavis, 403 U.S. 124 
(1971); and Ely v. Klahr, 403 U.S. 108 (1971). This order also en­
joined the defendants, who are Washington State and King County 
elections officers, from conduct� any further elections under either 
1965 redistricting law. 

On this same date the court heard oral argument from the parties 
with regard to the remedial sanctions then to be imposed in order to 
provide the people of the State of Washington with constitutionally 
valid congressional and legislative redistricting plans for the 1972 and 
ensuing elections. Following this hearing, on September 8, 1971, we 
entered an order providing that 

". . . unless the Washington State Legislature shall have en­
acted on or before February 25, 1972, congressional and legisla­
tive redistricting plans which are constitutionally valid according 
to the 1970 federal census, then on said date a special master 
shall be designated and appointed to prepare legislative and con­
gressional redistricting plans for the State of Washington in ac­
cordance with instructions to be issued by this court, and with 
the facts admitted and exhibits listed in the pretrial order filed 
herein . . " 

At this time we also were presented with several applications for 
intervention on behalf of persons or groups asserting an interest in the 
subject matter of this action. After consideration of these applica­
tions, and based upon the petitioners' respective agreements to accept 
and ratify the pretrial order and agree to be bound thereby, we en­
tered orders on August 19, 1971, granting intervention to the follow­
ing parties: United States Congressman Brock Adams; Washington 
State Senator John L. Cooney; the Washington State Labor Council, 
AFL--CIO; the Washington Republican State Central Committee; 
and Washington State Senator Francis E. Holman. 

Then, on January 28, 1972, we entered a supplementary pretrial or­
der relating, primarily, to certain additional or updated exhibits per­
taining, principally, to matters of population similar to the exhibits 
which had been admitted as a part of the original, July 30, 1971, pre­
trial order. 

In accordance with the provisions of our September 8, 1971, order 
we next received from each of the parties their several proposed in­
structions and guidelines to be submitted to the.special master in the 
event of his ultimate appointment; and we also received their various 
nominations for this position. Accordingly, when, on February 23, 
1972, we were notified that the Washington legislature (which had 
commenced a special session at the call of the governor on January 
10) had adjourned sine die without having enacted any new plans for 
either congressional or legislative redistricting, we were prepared to 
proceed. Two days later, on February 26, we formally designated 
Richard L. Morrill, a Geography Professor at the University of 
Washington, as a special master to draw up plans in accordance with 
specific guidelines enunciated by this court, and to submit his plans to 
the court, and thru the court to all parties by March 27, 1972 - a 
schedule which he was able to meet. 

As submitted to us, the master's plans provide for forty-nine state 
legislative districts - each of which is to be represented by one state 
senator and two members of the state house of representatives. Based 
upon official 1970 census data of record herein, 1 the redistricting pop­
ulation of each of these districts is as follows: 

District No. 

I 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 

Population 

68,195 
68,513 
68,040 
68,949 
68,051 
67,959 
68,135 
67,957 
68,541 
68,086 
68,809 
68,391 
68,272 
68,480 
68,132 
68,542 
68,784 
68,099 
68,553 
68,502 
68,222 
68,772 
68,455 
69,034 
68,656 
68,242 
68,168 
68,220 
68,554 
68,197 
68,127 
69,049 
68,064 
68,468 
68,531 
68,167 
68,115 
68,462 
68,518 
68,799 
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District No. 

41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 

Population 

68,014 
69,010 
68,571 
68,177 
68,674 
68,765 
67,947 
68,%1 
69,054 

The plan as prepared by the special master for the establishment of 
new congressional districts was formulated2 by means of combining 
groups of seven contiguous legislative districts each into the seven 
congressional districts allotted to the state on the basis of its 1970 
population. The redistricting population of each of these congression­
al districts is as follows: 

District No. 

I 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

Population 

477,842 
478,536 
478,834 
479,547 
479,007 
479,085 
480,132 

Pursuant to our instructions, the master's plan for each legislative 
district was framed and described in his presentation in terms of 
complete, official United States Census Bureau, census tracts (T), 
county census districts (CCD), enumeration districts (ED), block (B), 
and block groups (BG). The plans have also been laid out on detailed 
census maps which the master has prepared and filed with the court. 

The immediate matter of adopting, rejecting or modifying these 
plans came on before this court on April 7, 1972, at which time we 
considered both the written representations of the parties and their 
oral arguments regarding the plans. After carefully evaluating all of 
these matters, we have determined that the proposed congressional 
and legislative districts which the master has drawn for us are in con­
formity with the requirements of the United States Constitution and 
that our adoption and implementation of these plans precisely as for; 
mutated now represent the best available means (in the absence of 
action by the Washington legislature) of insuring to the people of the 
State of Washington that degree of equality of representation to 
which they are entitled and which is required by the equal protection 
clause of Amendment 14 to the United States Constitution, supra. No 
changes would substantially improve the plan submitted by the 
master. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND 
DECREED: 

1. In the absence of constitutionally valid congressional and legis­
lative redistricting plans theretofore enacted through the legislative 
processes· of the State of Washington, the defendants A. Ludlow 
Kramer, Secretary of State and Chief Elections Officer of the State of 
Washington, Norward J. Brooks, King County Director of Records 
and Elections, Edward J. Logan, King County Superintendent of 
Elections, and all election officials under the election code of 
Washington are hereby mandated to conduct all primary, general and 
special elections during the year 1972 and thereafter for the offices of 
the United States congressmen and state senators and representatives 
in accordance with this judgment and by the use of the districts cre­
ated and described hereby; and this order now constitutes appropri­
ate notice to all such officials. 

2. The numbers used by the Special Master to describe the legisla­
tive districts are re-assigned and shall be as follows: 

MASTER'S NO. 
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I 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

COURT'S NO. 

16 
9 
4 
6 
3 
5 
7 

12 

MASTER'S NO. 

9 

COURT'S NO. 

10 
II 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 

13 
14 
15 
8 

17 
49 
18 
20 
19 
24 
22 
2 

47 
25 
30 
27 
29 
28 
26 
23 
21 
I 

44 
46 
43 
32 
36 
37 
34 
35 
31 
33 
l l  
41 
48 
45 
39 
38 
10 
40 
42 

PLAN FOR LEGISLATIVE DISTRICfS 

3. For the election of members of the legislature, the territory of the 
State of Washington shall be divided into the forty-nine legislative 
districts described below in accordance with the above renumbering, 
and as shown on the maps marked Exhibit A, accompanying this Or­
der. As used in these descriptions, the following abbreviations shall 
have the following meanings: 

(a). "T" shall stand for ''census tract"; 

(b). "CCD" shall stand for "county census district"; 
(c). "ED" shall stand for "census enumeration district"; 
(d). "B" shall stand for "block"; and 
(e). "BG" shall stand for "census block group.'' 

All of the foregoing terms shall have the same meanings as they do 
in the official 1970 decennial federal census reports, and all descrip­
tions coincide with those contained in the special master's plans and 
report as above referenced. 

FIRST 

The First legislative district shall consist of the following areas: 

In King County: 

T 203 
T204 
T 205 
T206 
T207 
T210 
T 211 (part: BG I, 5) 
T 212 
T 213 
T 214 
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T 215 
T 2 16  
T 2 17 (pa rt: BG l, B 201- 208, B 2 1 1 )  

I n  Snohomish County: 

T 509 
T 5 10  (pa rt: BG 2, 3, 4, B 105- 108) 
T 5l l  
T 512 (pa rt: BG 2, 3, 4) 
T 5 1 3  

SECOND 

The Second legisla tive district sha ll consist of the following a rea s: 

I n  Thurston County: 

CCD 8 

In  Pierce County: 

T 701 
T 702 
T 704 (pa rt: ED 10, II, 1 8) 
T 7 1 1  
T 713 (pa rt: BG 2-6, ED 56) 
T 714 
T 715  
T 716  (pa rt: B G  3, B 401-4 15) 
T 717 
T 728 
T 729 
T 730 
T 731 
T 732 

THIRD 

The Third legisla tive district sha ll consist of the following a rea s: 

In Spoka ne City: 

T I 
T 2  
T 3  
T 14 (pa rt: B G  2, B G  3) 
T I� 
T 16 
T l7 
T 1 8  
T 19 
T 20 
T 2l 
T 22 
T 23 
T 24 
T 25 
T 26 
T 27 
T 28 
T 33 
T 34 
T 35 
T 36 
T 37 
T 38 
T l l2 (pa rt: ED 30, ED 80) 

FOURTH 

The Fourth legisla tive District shall consist of the following a rea s: 

I n  Spoka ne County: 

T 1 12 (pa rt: ED 19,28,29,31,32,33) 
T 1 13 
T l l4 
T l l5 
T l l6 
T l l7 
T 1 18 
T 1 19 
T 120 

T 121  
T 1 22 
T 123 
T 124 
T 125 
T 126 
T 127 
T 128 
T 129 
T 130 
T 13 1  
T 132 
T 133 
T 143 

In Whitma n County: 

CCD I 
CCD 2 
CCD 6 
CCD 7 

FIFm 

The Fifth legisla tive district sha ll consist of the following: 

I n  Spoka ne City: 

T 4  
T 5  
T 6  
T 7  
T 8  
T 9  
T 10 
T II 
T 12 
T 13 
T 14 (pa rt: BG l, BG 4) 

I n  Spoka ne County: 

T 105 (pa rt: BG 1,2,9; ED 23, 24, 27) 
T 106 
T 107 
T 108 
T 109 
T l lO 
TI l l  

SIXTH 

The Sixth legisla tive district shall consist of the following a rea s :  

In Spoka ne City: 

T 29 
T 30 
T 3 1  
T 32 
T 39 
T 40 
T 41  
T 42 
T 43 
T44 
T 45 
T 46 
T 47 

I n  Spoka ne County: 

T 134 
T 135 
T 136 
T 1 37 
T 138, 
T 139 
T 140 
T 1 42 

141  (CCD Medica l La ke Rura l) 
(CCD Medica l La ke) 
(CCD Cheney) 
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SEVENTH 

The Seventh legislative district shall consist of the following areas: 

In Okanogan County: 

ceo 1 
CCD2 
CCD3 
ceo 10 
ceo 11 
ceo 12 
ceo 13 
ceo 15 
ceo 16 
CCDOmak 

All of Ferry County 

All of Stevens County 

All of Pend Oreille County 

All of Lincoln County 

In Spokane County: 

T 101 (Mt. Spokane CCD) 
T 102 (Colbert CCD) 
T 10 3 (Deer Park CCD) 
T 104 (Airway Heights CCD) 
T 105 (Part: ED 22 ) 

EIGHTH 

The Eighth legislative district shall consist of the following areas: 

All of Benton County 

In Yakima County: 

ceo 29 (part: ED 130 ) 

NINTH 
The Ninth legislative district shall consist of the following areas: 

All of Adams County 

All of Garfield County 

All of Asotin County 

In Columbia County: 

ceo 1 
CCD Dayton 

In Grant County: 

ceo 1 4  

In Whitman County: 

CCD3 
CCD 4 
CCD5 
CCD8 
CCD 9  
CCD 10 
CCD 11 
ceo 12 
CCD l3 
ceo 1 4  
ceo Colfax 
ceo Pullman 

TENTH 

The Tenth legislative district shall consist of the following areas: 

In Snohomish County: 

ceo 2 = T 531, 535 
ceo 3 = T 534 
ceo 4 = T 533 
ceo 5 = T 532 
CCD6 = T 530 
ceo 7 = part of T 525 
CCD 8 = T 528 

(Trtle 44----p 8) 

ceo 9 = T 52 7 
ceo 13 (part: ED 542 ) = part T 525 
CCD Marysville = T 52 9 

All of Island County 

ELEVENTH 

The Eleventh legislative district shall consist of the following areas: 

In King County: 

T 253 
T 257 
T 258 
T 259 
T 260 (part: BG 4-8 ) 
T 261 (part: B 109, 201-205, 208-212, BG 3 )  
T 262 (part: BG 2,3, 4) 
T 283 (part: B 901-904) 
T 2 92 
T 293 
T 294 
T 295 
T 2 96 
T 2 9 7  
T 298 (part: BG 9 )  
T 31 7 (part: BG 1, 9 )  
T 318 (part: ED 313 ) 

1WELFTH 
The Twelfth legislative district shall consist of the following areas: 

All of Chelan County 

All of Douglas County 

In Grant County: 

ceo 1 
CCD2 
CCD 4 

In Okanogan County: 

CCD 4 
CCD5 
CCD6 
cqn 
CCD8 
CCD9 
ceo 1 4  

THIRTEENTH 

The Thirteenth legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

All of Kittitas County 

In Grant County: 

CCD5 
CCD 7 
CCD9 
ceo 10 
ceo 11 
ceo 12 
ceo 15 
ceo 16 
ceo 11 
ceo Ephrata 

In Yakima County: 

ceo 1 
CCD2 
ceo 3 (part: ED 9-13 )  
CCD 8 (part: ED 20 ) 
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FOURTEENTH 

The Fourteenth legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

In Yakima County: 

CCD Yakima 
CCD Selah 
CCD 3 (part: ED 14) 
CCD 6 (part: ED 27, 29) 
CCD7 
CCD 8 (part: ED 21-22) 
CCD 11 
CCD 12 

FIFTEENTH 

The Fifteenth legislative district shall consist of the following areas: 

In Yakima County: 

CCD4 
CCD5 
CCD 6 (part: ED 28, 30) 
CCD 13 
CCD 14 
CCD 15 
CCD 16 
CCD 17 
CCD 18 
CCD 19 
CCD20 
CCD21 
CCD 22 
CCD 23 
CCD24 
CCD25 
CCD26 
CCD27 
CCD28 
CCD 29 (part: ED 131, 132, 133) 
CCD 30 
CCD 31 
CCD32 
CCD 33 
CCD34 
CCD35 
CCD36 
CCD 37 
CCD 38 
CCD39 
CCD40 
CCD Wapato 
CCD Toppenish 
CCD Sunnyside 

SIXTEENTH 

The Sixteenth legislative district shall consist of the following areas: 

A ll of Franklin County 

A ll of Walla Walla County 

In Columbia County: 

CCD2 
CCD3 

SEVENTEENTH 

The Seventeenth legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

All of Skamania County 

A ll of Klickitat County 

In Clark County: 

lCCD I 
CCD5 

• CCD6 
CCD Camas 

T 404 (part: ED 610A, B, 611) 

T407 
T 411.02 
T 412 
T 413 
T430 

*Equivalent to Tracts, T 401, T 405.01, T 405.02, T 405.03, T 
406, T 414, T 415. 

EIGHTEENTH 

The Eighteenth legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

In Clark County: 

T 402 
T 403 
T 404 (part: ED 612, 613) 

In Cowlitz County: 

CCD 4 (part: ED 10-14) 
CCD 5 
CCD6 
CCD7 
CCD8 
CCD9 
CCD Kelso 
CCD Longview 

NINETEENTH 

The Nineteenth legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

A ll of Grays Harbor County 

In Pacific County: 

CCD 2 (part: ED 25, 26) 
CCD3 
CCD4 
CCD Raymond 

1WENTIETH 

The Twentieth legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

In Cowlitz County: 

CCD I 
CCD2 
CCD3 
CCD 4 (part: ED !SA, B) 

All of Lewis County 

A ll ofWahkiakum County 

In Pacific County: 

CCD I 
CCD 2 (part: ED 24) 
CCD5 
CCD6 
CCD7 

In Thurston County: 

CCD 12 

1WENIY-FIRST 

The Twenty-first legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

In Snohomish County: 

T420 
T 501 
T 502 
T 503 
T 504 
T 505 
T 506 
T 507 
T 508 
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T 510  (part: BG 5, B 101- 104) 
T 5 12  (part: BG l ,  5) 
T 51 4 
T 515 
T 51 6 
T 517 
T 51 8 
T S 1 9  (part: B 201 -207, 21 0) 

TWENlY-SECOND 

The Twenty-second legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

I n  Thurston County: 

CCDOlympia 
CCD 1 
CCD 2 
CCD 3 (part: ED 16) 
CCD 4 
CCD 5 
CCD 6 
CCD 7 
CCD 9 
CCD 10 
CCD I I  

TWENlY-TIDRD 

The Twenty-third legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

I n  Kitsap County: 
CCD 1 
CCD 2 
CCD 3 
CCD 4 
CCD 7 
CCD 8 
CCD 9 
CCD lO 
ceo 1 1  
CCD Bremerton 

TWENlY-FOVRTH 

The Twenty-fourth legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

All of Clallam County 

All of Jefferson County 

All of Mason County 

I n  Thurston County: 

ceo 3 (part: ED 1 3- 15) 

TWENlY-FIFfH 

The Twenty-fifth legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

I n  Pierce County: 

T 703 
T 704 (part: ED 17 = BG 9) 
T 705 
T 706 
T 707 
T 709 
T 710  
T 712 
T 733 
T 734 
T 7 1 3  (part: BG I) 

In King County: 

T 308 (part: BG 2,3, B 105- 1 15) 
T 309 
T 3 10 
T 311 (part: BG 1, 3, B 201- 206, 20&- 21 2) 
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TWENTY-SIXTH 
The Twenty-sixth legislative district shall consist of the following 

areas: 

I n  Kitsap County: 

CCD 5 
CCD 6 
CCD 12 
CCD 1 4 
CCD 1 5 
CCD 16 
CCD Port Orchard 

I n  Pierce County: 

CCD Lower Peninsula • 
CCD Gig Harbor Peninsula • • 
T60 3 
T 604 
T 609 
T 610 
T 735 

•Tracts 72 6, 727 
**Tracts 72 4, 725 

TWENlY-SEVENTII 

The Twenty-seventh legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

I n  Pierce County: 

T 601 
T 602 
T 605 
T 606 
T 607 
T 608 
T 6ll 
T 612 
T 613 
T 614  
T 615 
T 616 
T 617 
T 6 18  (part: BG l) 
T 6 19 
T 620 
T 621 
T 627 (part: BG 1) 
T 708 

1WEN1Y-EIGHTII 

The Twenty--eighth legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

I n  Pierce County: 

T 718.01 (part: BG 3, 4, 5, 6) 
T 7 18.02 
T 719.01 
T 7 19.02 
T 720 
T 721 .01 
T 721 .02 
T 722 
T 723. 01 
T 723.02 

TWENTY-NINTH 

The Twenty-ninth legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

I n  Pierce County: 

T 6 1 8  (part: B G  2,3) 
T 622 
T 623 
T 624 
T 625 
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T 626 
T 627 (part: BG 2,3) 
T 628 
T 629 
T 630 
T 631 
T632 
T 633 
T 634 
T635 
T 716 (part: BG 1,2, B 416--422) 
T 718.01 (part: BG 1,2) 

THIRTIETH 

The Thirtieth legislative district shall consist of the following areas: 

In King County: 

T 277 (Vashon) 
T 298 (part: BG I - 5) 
T299 
T 300 
T 301 
T 302 
T 303 
T 304 
T 305 
T 306 
T 307 
T 308 (part: B iO I -104) 
T 311 (part: B 207, 213-216) 

THIRTY -FIRST 

The Thirty-first legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

In King County: 

T 112 (part: B 401-414, 421) 
T 113 
T 114 (part: BG 3,4, B 210-218, B 501-511) 
T 121 (part: BG 2,3) 
T 262 (part: BG 1,5) 
T264 
T"265 
T266 
T267 
T 268 
T269 
T270 
T 271 
T272 
T 273 
T274 
T 275 
T 276 
T 279 (part: BG 1,7, B 607-{)17) 

THIRTY-SECOND 

The Thirty-second legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

In King County: 

T 18 
T 27 (part: BG 3-6, B 213, B 701-704) 
T 28 
T 29 (part: BG 3, 4, B 205-212) 
T 32 
T 33 
T 34 
T 35 
T 36 
T 45 (part: BG 3) 
T46 
T47 
T48 
T49 

T 50 
T 51 
T 54 

THIRTY-THIRD 

The Thirty-third legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

In King County: 

T 278 
T 279 (part: BG 2-5, B 601-{)06) 
T 280 
T 281 
T 282 
T 283 (part: BG 1,2, B 905-915) 
T 284 
T 285 
T 286 
T 287 
T 288 
T 289 
T 290 
T 291 

THIRTY-FOURTH 

The Thirty-fourth legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

In King County: 

T96 
T 97 
T98 
T 99 
T !OS 
T 106 
T 107 
T 108 
T 114 (part: BG 1, B 201-209, B 512-517) 
T 115 
T 116 
T 120 
T 121 (part: BG I) 

THIRTY-FIFTII 

The Thirty-fifth legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

In King County: 

T 100 (part: BG 2, B 301-312) 
T 101 
T 102 
T 103 
T 104 
T 109 
T 110 
T I ll 
T 112 (part: BG 1,2,3, B 415-420, 422-426) 
T 117 
T 118 
T 119 
T 260 (part: BG 1-3) 
T 261 (part: BG 4,5, B 206, 207, B 101-108) 
T 263 

THIRTY-SIXTH 

The Thirty-sixth legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

In King County: 

T 55 
T 56 
T 57 
T 58 
T 59 
T 60 
T67 
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T 68 
T69 
T 70 
T 71 
T72 
T 73 
T 74 (part: BG 5, 6, B 703) 
T 80 
T 81 
T 82 
T 83 
T 84 (part: BG 3, 4) 

THIRlY-SEVENTH 

The Thirty-seventh legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

In King County (Seattle): 

T 63 (part: BG 2, 3, B 403-406) 
T 74 (part: BG 2, 3, 4) 
T75 
T 76 (part: BG I, 2, 3) 
T77 
T78 
T79 
T 84 (part: BG I, 2) 
T 85 
T 86 
T 87 
T 88 
T 89 
T90 
T91 
T92 
T93 
T94 
T95 
T 100 (part: BG 1,4,5,6,7; B 313-326) 

THIR1Y-EIGH1H 

The Thirty-eighth legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

In Snohomish County: 

T401 
T402 
T 403 
T404 
T405 
T406 
T407 
T408 
T409 
T410 
T4ll 
T4i2 
T413 
T 414 
T415 
T 416 (part: in Everett:*) 
T 417 
T 418 
T419 

*BED 548 + B 202, part B 201 in city limits. 
111IR1Y -NINTH 

The Thirty-ninth legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

In Snohomish County: 

ceo 1 = T 537 
ceo 10 = T 526 
ceo 11 = T 536 
ceo 12 = T 523 
ceo n (part: ED 543) 
CCD 24 = T 521 

I'J1tle � 12) 

ceo 25 = T 522 
ceo 26 } 
ceo 21 T 538 
CCD28 

CCD Snohomish = T 524 

T 416 (part: outside Everett city limits) 
T 519 (part:*) 
T 520 

In King County: 

T 329 

*519: BG 1,3,4,5,6,7,8,9, ED 558, B 208,209,211-214) 

FORTIETII 

The Fortieth legislative district shall consist of the following areas: 

All of San Juan County 

All of Skagit County 

In Whatcom County: 

ceo 1 
ee02 
ceD3 
CeD4 
CeD5 
ceo 18 
ceo 19 (part: ED 85-87) 

FORlY-FIRST 

The Forty-first legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

In King County: 

T 234 (part: BG 5) 
T 235 

T 238 (part: BG 3) 
T 239 (part: BG 2-7, B 104-108) 
T243 

T244 
T245 
T246 
T247 
T248 
T249 
T250 
T251 
T252 
T254 
T 255 
T 256 

FORlY-SECOND 

The Forty-second legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

In Whatcom County: 

CCD6 

CCD7 

CCD8 

CCD9 
ceo 10 
ceo 11 
ceo 12 

ceo 13 
ceo 14 

ceo 15 

ceo 16 
ceo 11 

ceo 19 (part: ED 88) 

ceo Bellingham 
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FORTY-1HIRD 

The Forty-third legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

In King County: 

T41 
T42 
T43 
T44 
T 45 (part: 8G I ,  2) 
T 52 
T 53 
T6 1 
T 62 
T 63 (part: 8G I, 5, 6, 8 401-402, 8 407--409) 
T64 
T 65 
T66 
T 74 (part: 8 10 1-106, 701-702, B 704--706) 
T 76 (part: BG 4) 

FORTY-FOURTH 

The Forty-fourth legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

In King County: 

T 3 (part: 8G 2, 3) 
T4 
T5 
T 6 (part: 8G I, 3 8 20 1 ,  209, 8 40 1--410, 412) 
T 13  
T 14 
T 1 5  
T 16 
Tl7 
T 29 (part: 8G l ,  5, 8 201-204) 
T30 
T 3 1  
T 201 
T202 
T 208 
T209 

FORTY-FIFTH 

The Forty-fifth legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

In King County: 

T 217  (part: B 209-210, 2 12, 901) 
T 218 
T 219  
T220 
T 221 
T222 
T223 
T224 
T 225 
T 226 
T 228 (part: BG 1 ,2) 
T 323 
T 324 
T 325 
T 328 

FORTY-SIXTH 

The Forty-sixth legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

In King County: 

T 1 
T2 
T3 
T6 
T7 
T8 
T9 

(part: BG 1) 
(part: BG 5, 6, 8 202-208 B 2 10, 411, 413) 

T IO 
T I I  
T 12 
T 19 
T 20 
T 2 1  
T 22 
T 23 
T 24 
T 25 
T 26 
T 27 (part: BG I ,  B 705-709 B 201-211) 
T 37 
T38 
T 39 
T40 
T 21 1 (part: BG 2--4) 

FORTY-SEVENTH 

The Forty-seventh legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

In King County: 

T 312 
T3 13 
T 314 
T 3 1 5  
T 3 1 6  
T 317 (part: ED 314 A ,  B) 
T 3 1 8  (part: ED 312) 
T 319 
T 320 
T 321 
T 322 
T 326 
T 327 
T 330 
T 331 

FORTY-EIGHTH 

The Forty-eighth legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

In King County: 

T 227 
T 228 (part: BG 3,9) 
T229 
T 230 
T 231 
T 232 
T 233 
T 234 (part: BG 1--4) 
T236 
T 237 
T 238 (part: BG 1,2,4,5) 
T 239 (part: B 101-103) 
T240 
T 241 
T242 

FORTY -NINTII 
The Forty-ninth legislative district shall consist of the following 

areas: 

In Clark County: 

T408 
T409 
T 410.01 
T 410.02 
T 4 1 1.01 
T416  
T417 
T 418 
T 419 
T420 
T421 
T422 
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T 423 
T 424 
T 425 
T 426 
T 427 
T 428 
T 429 
T 43 1 
T 404 (part: ED 614 = BG I) 

PLAN FOR CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS 

4. For the election of United States Congressmen from the State of 
Washington, the territory of the state shall be divided into seven con­
gressional districts as follows: 

FIRST 

The first congressional district shall be comprised of the following 
legislative districts, as above described: 

First 
Thirty-Second 
Thirty-Sixth 
Forty-Third 
Forty-Fourth 
Forty-Sixth 
Forty-Eighth 

SECOND 

The second congressional district shall be comprised of the follow-
ing legislative districts, as above described: 

Tenth 
Twenty-First 
Thirty-Eighth 
Thirty-Ninth 
Fortieth 
Forty-Second 
Forty-Fifth 

THIRD 
The Third congressional district shall be comprised of the following 

legislative districts, as above described: 

Second 
Eighteenth 
Nineteenth 
Twentieth 
Twenty-Second 
Twenty-Fourth 
Forty-Seventh 

FOUR Til 
The fourth congressional district shall be comprised of the follow-

ing legislative districts, as above described: 

Eighth 
Twelfth 
Thirteenth 
Fourteenth 
Fifteenth 
Seventeenth 
Forty-Ninth 

FIFTH 

The fifth congressional district shall be comprised of the following 
legislative districts, as above described: 

Third 
Fourth 
Fifth 
Sixth 
Seventh 
Ninth 
Sixteenth 

(TrtJe 44-----p 14) 

SIXTH 

The sixth congressional district shall be comprised of the following 
legislative districts, as above described: 

Twenty-Third 
Twenty-Fifth 
Twenty-Sixth 
Twenty-Seventh 
Twenty-Eighth 
Twenty-Ninth 
Thirtieth 

SEVENTH 

The Seventh Congressional district shall be comprised of the fol-
lowing legislative districts, as above described: 

Eleventh 
Thirty-First 
Thirty-Third 
Thirty-Fourth 
Thirty-Fifth 
Thirty-Seventh 
Forty-First 

TIMETABLE FOR SENATORIAL ELECTIONS 

5. By virtue of Article II, § 6 of its state constitution, the State of 
Washington has since its inception followed a system of "staggered 
terms" for its state senators. Under this system, four-year terms are 
the norm but approximately one-half of the membership of the senate 
is to be elected every two years. In accordance therewith, there are at 
the present time a total of twenty-three senators serving four-year 
terms to which they were elected in 1970 - prior to this court's ruling 
that Chapter 6, Laws of 1965, is unconstitutional. A twenty-fourth 
senator who was similarly elected has since died and been replaced by 
an appointee who, under the state constitution, would be required to 
run for the remaining two years of the decedent's unexpired term at 
the November, 1972, election - were our order enjoining any further 
elections under Chapter 6, Laws of 1965, supra, not in effect. Not 
deeming it necessary for the "equal protection" of the people of the 
State of Washington to terminate the terms of these hold-over in­
cumbents prematurely and to thus require all forty-nine new senato­
rial positions created by this order to be up for election in 1972, we 
hold that only twenty-six of these positions should be on the ballot at 
this next election. 

We are aware of decisions holding that it is permissible for a feder­
al court to proceed in this manner in drawing up a legislative redis­
tricting plan of its own following legislative failure to redistrict. See, 
Chavis et al. v. Whitcomb, 307 F. Supp. 1362 (DC, SD Ind. 1969), 
and cases cited therein. Such decisions are based upon the accepted 
proposition that no state senator has a constitutionally vested right to 
serve out the entire term for which he was elected. Reynolds v. State, 
233 F. Supp. 323 (DC, WD Okla. 1 964); cf., State ex. rei. Christensen 
v. Hinkel, 169 Wash. 1 ,  13  P. 2d 42 ( 1932), a case in which the 
Washington Supreme Court held it proper to terminate certain sena­
torial terms prematurely as a part of a legislative redistricting plan 
under which (unlike the plan provided for in this order) the total 
number of senators was increased - rendering it necessary to shorten 
some existing terms in order to maintain an equal balance between 
the number of senators to be elected each two years. 

However, in a situation such as is presently before us where no in­
crease in the number of senators is involved in the redistricting plan, 
we find there to be no constitutional mandate, state or federal, which 
would bar those senators who were elected prior to our adjudication 
of the unconstitutionally of the act under which they were elected 
from serving out their full terms. See, Stout v. Bottorf, 249 F. Supp. 
488 (DC, SD Ind. 1 965); and People v. Kerner, 33 Ill. 2d 1 1 , 210 N.E. 
2d 165 (1965). We are persuaded on balance that under the circum­
stances now before us, it would be unduly disruptive of the electoral 
procedures provided for in the Washington constitution for us to re­
quire all of the forty-nine legislative districts created by this order to 
elect new senators at the 1972 election - without regard to the con­
tinuing incumbency of those twenty-three senators now holding office 
for four-year terms to which they were elected in 1970. Therefore, the 
1972 election of state senators under the provisions of this order shall 
be conducted as follows: 
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(a) Within the legislative districts provided for in this order, one 
senator shall be elected from each of the following such districts (as 
above numbered) at the general election to be held on the first Tues­
day after the first Monday in November, 1972, and every four years 
thereafter, for a term of four years: I, 2, 3, 4, 5, 9, 10, I I , 12, 14, 1 6, 
17, 1 8, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24, 25, 27, 28, 39, 40, 41 and 49. 

(b) In order to maintain the election scheme of Article II, § 15, 
Washington State Constitution, and Amendment 32 thereto, we direct 
that there shall be elected at the November, 1972 general election, but 
for a two--year term only, a senator from the Twenty-Ninth legislativ,e 
district, as created by this Order. 

(c) The first election for a full four-year term of the senator from 
the newly created Twenty-Ninth legislative district, and from all the 
remaining new districts created by this Order (6, 7, 8, 13 ,  1 5, 21 ,  26, 
30, 3 1 ,  32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, and 48), shall be 
held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November, 1974, 
and this class of senators shall thereafter be elected every four years 
for a term of four years. 

(d) Consistent with the foregoing and with our interlocutory Order 
of August, 197 1  (declaring the provisions of Chapter 6, Laws of 1965, 
to be unconstitutional), we hold and direct that those "hold--over" 
state senators now serving four-year terms to which they were elected 
in 1970 may continue to serve out their full terms in the newly created 
legislative districts, the numbers of which appear after the senators' 
names, to wit: 

Senator Guess 6 
Senator Twigg 7 
Senator Canfield 8 
Senator Washington 1 3  
Senator Woodall 15  
Senator Metcalf 2 1  
Senator Gardner 26 
Senator Stender 30 
Senator Herr 3 1  
Senator Francis 32 
Senator Connor 33 
Senator Greive 34 
Senator Ridder 35 
Senator Murray 36 
Senator Fleming 37 
Senator Mardesich 38 
Senator Atwood 42 
Senator Whetzel 43 
Senator Peterson 44 
Senator Dore 45 
Senator Scott 46 
Senator Durkan 47 
Senator Andersen 48 

(e) We further direct that if any of the above senators now serving 
four-year terms to which they were elected in 1 970 should, for any 
reason, vacate their offices prior to the commencement of filings for 
legislative offices on July 31 ,  1972, the defendant elections officers 
shall provide for corresponding elections of senators, for two--year 
terms only, in the newly created districts to which they are assigned. 

ELECTION OF STATE REPRESENTATIVES 

6. Within the legislative districts provided for in this order, there 
shall be elected from each, for two--year terms, a total of two state 
representatives at the general election to be held on the first Tuesday 
after the first Monday in November, 1972, and every two years there­
after. Candidates shall file and run by position in accordance with 
RCW 29. 1 8.015 .  

ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF CONGRESS 

7. A single member of the United States Congress shall be elected 
from each of the seven congressional districts provided for in this or­
der at the general election to be held on the first Tuesday after the 
first Monday in November, 1972, and every two years thereafter, for 
two--year terms. 

RETENTION OF JURISDICTION 

8. The court retains jurisdiction of this action for the purposes of 
passing upon any future claims of unconstitutionality made by plain­
tiffs against any future legislative apportionment adopted by the leg­
islature of Washington by reason of this order, and for such other 
action in the premises as may be necessary. 

JUDGE GILBERT H. JERTBERG 
United States Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit 

JUDGE WILLIAM N. GOODWIN 
United States District_ Court 

JUDGE WALTER T. McGOVERN 
United States District Court 

FOOTNOTES 

1 As modified by a stipulation of the parties relating to the discount­
ing of transient military personnel in accordance with Article II, § 3 
of the Washington State Constitution and the decision of the United 
States Supreme Court in Burns v. Richardson, supra, see, also, In re 
Opinion of tbe Justices, _ _ _ _ _  N.H. _ _ _ _ _  , 2/6 A. 2d 825 (1971). 

2ln accordance with a specific instruction in our order of 
appointment. 

44.07 A.OOl Purpose. The legislature hereby recog­
nizes the emergence of certain hardships and the exis­
tence of some unintended distortions and minor 
inequities occasioned by the legislative district bounda­
ries established by the court plan and order for legisla­
tive and congressional redistricting (United States 
district court, western district of Washington at Seattle, 
case 9668, filed April 2 1 ,  1 972, at Seattle). The legisla­
ture declares that it is the purpose of RCW 44.07A.00 1 ,  
44.07A.005, 44.07A.030, 44.07A.040, 44.07A.050, 44-
.07 A.060, 44.07 A. l 30, 44.07 A. 1 40, 44.07 A.230, 44.07 A­
.260, 44.07A.270, and 44.07A.900 to remedy such 
hardships and distortions consistent with such plan and 
in a manner which retains basic population parity, in 
making minor adjustments in some legislative district 
boundaries by setting out such districts in RCW 44-
.07A.001 ,  44.07A.005, 44.07A.030, 44.07A.040, 44.07A­
.050, 44.07A.060, 44.07A. 1 30, 44.07A. 140, 44.07A.230, 
44.07 A.260, 44.07 A.270, and 44.07 A.900: Provided, 
That all legislative and congressional districts shall re­
main as numbered in such court plan and order. The 
legislature further declares that the boundaries of all 
legislative districts not modified by RCW 44.07A.001 ,  
44.07 A.005, 44.07 A.030, 44.07 A.040, 44.07 A.050, 44-
.07A.060, 44.07A. 1 30, 44.07A. l40, 44.07A.230, 44.07A­
.260, 44.07 A.270, and 44.07 A.900 shall be as described 
in such court order, until modified by said court or 
other court having jurisdiction thereof, or until super­
seded by the legislature. [ 1 974 1 st ex.s. c 1 23 § 1 .] 

Severabllity--1974 1st ex.s. c 123: See RCW 44.07 A.900. 

(Trtle 44--p 15) 
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44.07 A.005 Definitions. For the purposes of this 
chapter each legislative district shall be framed and de­
scribed in terms of complete, official United States cen­
sus bureau, census tracts (T), county census districts 
(CCD), enumeration districts (ED), block (B), and 
block groups (BG) to accord with the format of such 
court order. [ 1 974 1 st ex.s. c 123 § 2.] 

Reviser's note: In official United States census bureau abbreviations 
used for the 1 970 census, "CCD" means "census county division", 
there being no usage of the term "county census district" referred to 
in this section. 

Severabllity-1974 1st ex.s. c 123: See RCW 44.07 A.900. 

44.07 A.030 Third legislative district. The Third leg­
islative district shall consist of the following areas: 

In Spokane City: 

T I  
T 2  
T 3  
T 1 3  
T 14  
T 1 5  
T 1 6  
T 17  
T 1 8  
T 1 9  
T 20 
T 2 1  
T 22 
T 23 
T 24 
T 25 
T 26 
T 27 
T 28 
T 33 
T 34 
T 35 
T 36 
T 37 
T 38 

(part : B 201 ,  B 207) 
(part : BG 2, BG 3) 

In Spokane County: 

T 1 12 (Part : ED 30, 80) 

[ 1 974 1 st ex.s. c 1 23 § 3.] 
Severabllity-1974 1st ex.s. c 123: See RCW 44.07 A.900. 

44.07A.040 Fourth legislative district. The Fourth 
legislative district shall consist of the following areas: 

In Spokane County: 

T 1 12 (part : ED 1 9, 28, 29, 3 1 ,  32, 33) 
T l l 3  
T 1 14 
T 1 1 5 
T l l6 
T 1 1 7 
T 1 1 8 
T 1 19 
T 1 20 
T 1 2 1  
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T 122 
T 123 
T 124 
T 125 
T 126 
T 127 
T 128 
T 129 
T 1 30 
T 1 3 1  
T 1 32 
T 133 
T 134 (part: ED 329, 330) 
T 143 

In Whitman County: 

CCD 1 
CCD 2 
CCD 6 
CCD 7 

[ 1 974 1 st ex.s. c 123 § 4.] 
SeverabUity-1974 1st ex.s. c 123: See RCW 44.07A.900. 

44.07 A.050 Fifth legislative district. The Fifth legis­
lative district shall consist of the following areas: 

In Spokane City: 

T 4  
T S  
T 6  
T 7  
T 8  
T 9  
T 10 
T 1 1  
T 12  
T 13  

T 14 

(part : BG 1 ,  B 202-206, B 208-230, BG 
3) 
(part: BG 1, BG 4) 

In Spokane County: 

T 105 (part: BG 1 ,  2, 9 ;  ED 23, 24, 27) 
T 106 
T 107 
T 108 
T 109 
T 1 10 
T i l l  

[ 1 974 1 st ex.s. c 1 23 § 5.] 

Severability-1974 1st ex.s. c 123: See RCW 44.07 A.900. 

44.07 A.060 Sixth legislative district. The Sixth legis­
lative district shall consist of the following areas: 

In Spokane City: 

T 29 
T 30 
T 3 1  
T 32 
T 39 
T 40 
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T 4 1  
T 42 
T 43 
T 44 
T 45 
T 46 
T 47 

In Spokane County: 

T 134 (part: ED 249-250, 33 1-337) 
T 135 
T 1 36 
T 1 37 
T 1 38, 141 (CCD Medical Lake Rural) 
T 139 (CCD Medical Lake) 
T 140 (CCD Cheney) 
T 142 

[ 1974 1 st ex.s. c 1 23 § 6.] 

SeverabiUty-1974 1st ex.s. c 113: See RCW 44.07A.900. 

44.07 A.l30 Thirteenth legislative district. The Thir­
teenth legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas: 

All of Kittitas County 

In Grant County: 

CCD 5 
CCD 7 
CCD 9 
CCD 10 
CCD 1 1  
CCD 1 2  
CCD 1 5  
CCD 1 6  
CCD 1 7  
CCD Ephrata 

In Yakima County: 

CCD 1 
CCD 2 
CCD 3 (part: ED 9-1 3) 
CCD 8 (part: ED 20 except sections 20, 2 1  and 

28, R l 8E, T 14N) 

[ 1 974 1 st ex.s. c 123 § 7.] 

Severabllity-1974 1st ex.s. c 123: See RCW 44.07 A.900. 

44.07A.l40 Fourteenth legislative district. The Four­
teenth legislative district shall consist of the following 
areas : 

In Yakima County: 

CCD Yakima 
CCD Selah 
CCD 3 (part: ED 1 4) 
CCD 6 (part: ED 27, 29) 
CCD 7 
CCD 8 (part: ED 20, sections 20, 2 1 ,  28, R I SE, 

T14N ;  ED 2 1-22) 
CCD 1 1  
CCD 12 

[ 1 974 1 st ex.s. c 123 § 8.]  

Severabillty-1974 1st ex.s. c 123: See RCW 44.07 A.900. 

44.07 A.230 Twenty-third legislative district. The 
Twenty-third legislative district shall consist of the fol­
lowing areas: 

In Kitsap County: 

CCD I 
CCD 2 
CCD 3 
CCD 4 
CCD 6 (part: ED 26 and that part of ED 3 1  

that lies to the north anci east of ED 26 
and that is geographically separated by 
ED 26 from that part of ED 3 1  that lies 
to the south and west of ED 26, which 
the legislature, having consulted with 
the geography section of the United 
States Census Bureau, hereby deter­
mines to consist of only surface waters 
of Dyes Inlet and to contain no 
population.) 

CCD 7 
CCD 8 
CCD 9 
CCD 10 
CCD 1 1  
CCD Bremerton (part: ED 37--64, 66-73) 

[ 1 974 1 st ex.s. c 1 23 § 9.) 

Severabillty-1974 1st ex.s. c 123: See RCW 44.07 A.900. 

44.07 A.260 Twenty-sixth legislative district. The 
Twenty-sixth legislative district shall consist of the fol­
lowing areas: 

In Kitsap County: 

CCD 5 
CCD 6 (part : ED 27-30, 32, 33, and that part 

of ED 3 1  that lies to the south and west 
of ED 26 and that is geographically 
separated by ED 26 from that part of 
ED 3 1  that lies to the north and east of 
ED 26.) 

CCD 12 
CCD 14 
CCD 15 
CCD 16 
CCD Bremerton (part: ED 65, 74) 
CCD Port Orchard 

In Pierce County: 

CCD Lower Peninsula 
CCD Gig Harbor Peninsula 
T 603 
T 604 
T 605 (part: B 102-107) 
T 608 (part: B 101-108) 
T 609 
T 6 1 0  
T 735 

(1lde 44----p 171 
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[ 1 974 1 st ex.s. c 1 23 § 10.) 

Seventbility-1974 1st ex.s. c 123: See RCW 44.07 A .900. 

44.07 A.270 Twenty-seventh legislative district. The 
Twenty-seventh legislative district shall consist of the 
following areas : 

In Pierce County: 

T 601 
T 602 
T 605 (part: B 108-1 19, BG 2, 3, 4, 5) 
T 606 
T 607 
T 608 (part: B 109-123, BG 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7) 
T 6 1 1 
T 612  
T 613  
T 614  
T 6 15  
T 616  
T 617  
T 6 18  (part: BG 1 )  
T 619  
T 620 
T 62 1 
T 627 (part: BG 1 )  
T 708 

[ 1 974 1 st ex.s. c 123 § I 1 .] 

Severability-1974 1st ex.s. c 123: See RCW 44.07 A .900. 

44.07 A.900 Severability--1974 1st ex.s. c 123. If 
any provision of this act, or its application to any per­
son or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of 
the act, or the application of the provision to other per­
sons or circumstances is not affected. [ 1 974 1 st ex.s. c 
123 § 1 2.) 

Sections 
44. 16.010  
44. 1 6.020 
44. 1 6.030 
44. 16.040 
44. 1 6.050 
44. 1 6.060 
44. 1 6.070 
44. 1 6.080 
44. 1 6.090 
44. 1 6. 100 
44. 1 6. 1 1 0 
44. 1 6. 1 20 
44. 1 6. 1 30 
44. 1 6. 1 40  
44. 1 6. 1 50 
44. 1 6. 1 60  
44. 16 . 170 

Chapter 44.16 
LEGISLATIVE INQUIRY 

Examination of witnesses---{A)mpulsory process. 
Service of process. 
Chairman to administer oaths. 
Commission to examine absent witness. 
Commission executed during recess. 
To whom directed-Interrogatories. 
Oath and powers of commissioner. 
Examination to be private. 
Testimony reduced to writing. 
Return of depositions. 
Fees of commissioner and witnesses. 
Punishment of recalcitrant witness. 
Failure to attend---{A)ntempt. 
Refusal to testiry---{A)ntempt. 
Punishment for contempt. 

Warrant of imprisonment. 
Record of proceedings. 

Reviser's oote: "A ct" has been translated to "chapter'' throughout 
chapter 44.16  RCW as the entire chapter is composed of 1 895 c 6 
with the exception of 1 897 c 33 § I which is supplementary thereto. 
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44.16.010 Examination of witnesses--Compulsory 
process. Every chairman or presiding member of any 
committee of either the senate or house of representa­
tives, or any joint committee of the senate or house of 
representatives, which, by the terms of its appointment, 
shall be authorized to send for persons and papers, shall 
have power, under the direction of such committee, to 
issue compulsory process for the attendance of any wit­
ness within the state whom the committee may wish to 
examine. [ 1 895 c 6 § I ;  RRS § 8 178.] 

44. 16.020 Service of process. All process provided 
for in this chapter may be served in the same manner as 
is provided by law for the service of process in the su­
perior court; and it shall be the duty of any officer to 
whom any process may be delivered or issued, to serve 
the same as directed: Provided, That in the service of 
process a copy thereof shall be delivered to the witness. 
[ 1 895 c 6 § 1 5 ;  RRS § 8 192.] 

Service of summons: RCW 4.28.080. 

44.16.030 Chairman to administer oaths. The chair­
man or presiding member of any committee of either 
the senate, house of representatives, or any joint com­
mittee thereof, shall be authorized to administer oaths 
to all witnesses coming before such committee for ex­
amination; and all witnesses who shall testify in any 
proceeding provided for in this chapter, shall be under 
oath or affirmation. [ 1 895 c 6 § 2; RRS § 8 1 79.] 

44.16.040 Commission to examine absent witness. 
Every such chairman or presiding member shall also 
have power, under the direction of the committee, to 
issue a commission for the examination of any witness 
who shall be without the jurisdiction of the state, or if 
within the state, shall be unable to attend, or who shall, 
for any reasons, be excused by the committee from at­
tendance. [ 1 895 c 6 § 3 ;  RRS § 8 1 80.] 

44. 16.050 Commission executed during recess. 
Whenever such committee shall obtain authority for 
that purpose, from the senate or house, or legislature, 
by which it may be appointed, it may issue such com­
mission to be executed during the recess of the legisla­
ture. [ 1 895 c 6 § 4; RRS § 8 1 8 1 .] 

44.16.060 To whom directed-Interrogatories. Ev­
ery such commission shall be directed to such magis­
trate or other person, as the committee may designate, 
and interrogatories framed by the committee shall be 
annexed thereto. [ 1 895 c 6 § 5 ;  RRS § 8 1 82.] 

44.16.070 Oath and powers of commissioner. The 
person to whom such commission shall be directed, if 
he reside within the state and accept the trust, shall, 
before entering upon the execution of his duties, take 
the oath of office prescribed in the Constitution. Such 
commissioner shall have power to issue process to com­
pel the attendance of witnesses, whom he shall be re­
quired to examine, and shall have power to administer 
oaths to such witnesses. [ 1 895 c 6 § 6; RRS § 8 1 83 .] 
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44.16.080 Examination to be private. Unless other­
wise directed by the committee, it shall in all cases be 
the duty of the commissioner to examine, in private, 
every witness attending before him, and not to make 
public the particulars of such examination, when so 
made in private, until the same shall be made public by 
order of the house or legislature appointing the com­
mittee. ( 1 895 c 6 § 7; RRS § 8 1 84.] 

44.16.090 Testimony reduced to writing. Every wit­
ness so attending shall be examined on oath or affirma­
tion, and his testimony shall be reduced to writing by 
the commissioner, or by some disinterested person in 
his presence and under the direction of said commis­
sioner, and signed by the witness. [ 1 895 c 6 § 8; RRS § 
8 185.] 

44.16.100 Return of depositions. When a commission 
shall have been duly executed, the commissioner shall 
annex thereto the depositions of the witnesses, duly 
certified by him, and shall, without delay, transmit the 
same by mail, inclosed and under seal, or deliver the 
same, to the chairman of the committee by which the 
commission shall have been issued, or to such person as 
by the committee directed. [ I 895 c 6 § 9; RRS § 8 1 86.] 

44.16. 110 Fees of commissioner and witnesses. A 
person executing any such commission shall be paid, 
out of the state treasury, the same fees that are allowed 
by law for the taking of depositions on commissions is­
sued out of the superior courts of this state; and any 
witness attending before either house of the legislature, 
or any committee or joint committee thereof, or before 
any such commissioner, shall be so paid two dollars per 
day for each day in attendance, and five cents a mile 
for the distance necessarily traveled in attending as 
such witness. [ 1 895 c 6 § 1 0; RRS § 8 1 87.] 

44.16.120 Punishment of recalcitrant witness. Any 
person who shall fail to attend as a witness upon any 
committee appointed by either the house or senate of 
the state of Washington, or both, after having been duly 
�ubpoenaed as provided in this chapter, or who, being 
m attendance as a witness before such committee, shall 
refuse to answer any question or produce any paper or 
document or book which he is required to answer or to 
produce by such committee, shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be 
fined in any sum not exceeding five hundred dollars, or 
by imprisonment in the county jail for a term not long­
er than six months, or by both such fine and imprison­
ment. [ 1 897 c 33 § 1 ;  RRS § 8 1 94.] 

Witness refusing to attend or testify if requested by legislature or 
committee thereof: RCW 9.55.020. 

44.16.�30 Failure to attend--Contempt. A person 
who, bemg duly summoned to attend as a witness be­
�o�e either �ouse of the legislature, or any committee or 
JOmt coffiffilttee thereof, or commissioner authorized to 
summon witnesses, refuses or neglects, without lawful 
excuse, to attend pursuant to such summons, shall be 

punished as for contempt, as hereinafter provided. [ I  895 
c 6 § 1 1  ; RRS § 8 I 88.] 

44.16.140 Refusal to testify--Contempt. A person 
who, being present before either house of the legisla­
ture, or any committee or joint committee thereof, or 
commissioner authorized to summon witnesses, wilfully 
refuses to be sworn or affirmed, or to answer any mate­
rial and proper question, or to produce, upon reason­
able notice, any material and proper books, papers or 
documents in his possession or under his control, shall 
be punished as for contempt, as hereinafter provided. 
[ 1 895 c 6 § 1 2 ; RRS § 8 1 89.] 

44.16.150 Punishment for contempt. Any person be­
ing in contempt, as hereinbefore provided, shall be 
punished by fine in any sum not less than fifty dollars 
and not exceeding one thousand dollars, or by impris­
onment in the county jail in the county where such ex­
amination is being had, for any period of time not 
extending beyond the legislative session then being 
held, or by both such fine and imprisonment, as the 
legislative body which authorized such examination 
may order. And in case the contempt arises in a joint 
proceeding of both houses, or before a joint committee 
thereof, the senate shall prescribe the penalty. [ 1 895 c 6 
§ 1 3 ;  RRS § 8 1 90.] 

Contempts: Chapters 7.20, 9.23 RCW. 

44.16.160 Warrant of imprisonment. If any fine is 
imposed against any person for contempt, as hereinbe� 
fore provided, he shall stand committed to the county 
jail of the county in which the offense was committed 
until such fine is paid. The presiding officer of the 
house, fixing the fine, shall issue a warrant to the sheriff 
of the county where the offense was committed, com­
manding him to imprison such person in the county jail 
until such fine is paid, or until he has been imprisoned 
in such jail one day for every three dollars of such fine. 
[ 1 895 c 6 § 14; RRS § 8 1 9 1 .] 

44.16.170 Record of proceedings. Every such com­
mittee shall keep a record of its proceedings under the 
provisions of this chapter, which record shall be signed 
by the chairman or presiding officer of the committee, 
and the same returned to the legislative body by which 
the committee was appointed, as a part of the report of 
such committee. [ 1 895 c 6 § 16 ;  RRS § 8 1 93.] 

Section 

Chapter 44.18 
CLAIMS 

44.18.010  Claims against state-Requirements. 

44.18.010 Claims against state-Requirements. All 
claims hereafter made to the legislature against the state 
of 'Yashington for money or property, shall be accom� 
panted by a statement of the facts on which such claim 
is based and such evidence as the claimant intends to 
offer in support thereof. Legislative committees to 
whom such claims are referred shall make a transcript 
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or statement of the substance of the evidence given in 
support of such claim; such statement, together with the 
transcript of the evidence taken by the committee, shall 
be filed with the state auditor who shall retain the same 
as a record of his office. [ 1 903 c 46 § 1 ;  RRS § 8 1 95. 
Formerly RCW 44. 1 6.010.] 

Actions against the state: Chapter 4.92 RCW. 

Sections 
44.20.010 
44.20.020 

Chapter 44.20 
SESSION LAWS 

Engrossed bills to be filed with secretary of state. 
Chapter numbers-Bill copies certified, delivered-

Citation by number and year. 
44.20.030 Temporary publication. 
44.20.040 Temporary publication-Distribution of copies. 
44.20.050 Headings, index-Permanent publication. 
44.20.060 Duty of code reviser in arranging laws. 
44.20.080 Private publication restricted. 
44.20.090 Legislative records-Preservation. 

Distribution of session Jaws: RCW 40.04.040. 

Public printer to print and bind session Jaws: RCW 43. 78.030. 
Revised Code of Washington: Chapter 1.04 RCW. 
Salaries for public oftkials to appear in session laws: RCW 43.03.047. 

44.20.010 Engrossed bills to be filed with secretary of 
state. Whenever any bill shall have passed both houses, 
the house transmitting the enrolled bill to the governor 
shall also file with the secretary of state the engrossed 
bill, together with the history of such bill up to the time 
of transmission to the governor. [ 1 907 c 1 36 § I ;  RRS § 
8 1 96.] 

Secretary of state to keep record of acts of the legislature: State Con­
stitution Art. 3 § 1 7; RCW 43.07.040. 

44.20.020 Chapter numbers--Bill copies certified, 
delivered--Citation by number and year. Whenever 
any bill shall become a law the secretary of state shall 
number such bill in the order in which it became a law, 
commencing with each session of the legislature, and 
shall forthwith certify and deliver three copies of such 
bill to the statute Jaw committee. Such number shall be 
in Arabic numerals, and shall be the chapter number of 
the act when published. A citation to the chapter num­
ber and year of the session laws heretofore or hereafter 
published shall be a sufficient reference to the act so 
designated. [ 1 969 c 6 § 1 ;  1 907 c 1 36 § 2; RRS § 8 1 97.) 

44.20.030 Temporary publication. The statute law 
committee, after each and every legislative session, 
whether regular or extraordinary, shall cause to be re­
produced or printed for temporary use four thousand 
copies of each act filed in the office of secretary of state 
within ten days after the filing thereof, and in the order 
of its chapter number. [ 1 969 c 6 § 2; 1 96 1  c 2 1  § I ;  1 933 
ex.s. c 3 1  § I ;  1 933 c 27 § I ;  1 925 ex.s. c 35 § I ;  1 907 c 
1 36 § 3 ;  RRS § 8 1 98.] 

44.20.040 Temporary publication-Distribution of 
copies. The statute law committee, after each and every 
legislative session, whether regular or extraordinary, 
shall furnish one copy of each act as published to each 
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member of the legislature at which such law was enact­
ed, to each state officer, and to each state institution; 
five copies to each of the state educational institutions; 
and to each county auditor for the use of his county; 
twenty-five copies to the state Jaw library; and such 
further distribution as may be necessary : Provided, 
That there shall be a charge of one dollar for each of 
the complete sets of such temporary publications when 
delivered to any person, firm, corporation or institution 
excepting the persons and institutions named in this 
section, and all moneys received from the sale of such 
temporary sets shall be transmitted to the state treasur­
er who shall deposit the same in the state treasury to 
the credit of the general fund. [ 1 969 c 6 § 3 ;  1 933 ex.s. c 
3 1  § 2; 1 933 c 27 § 2; 1 907 c 1 36 § 4; RRS § 8 1 99.] 

Distribution of permanent edition of session laws: Chapter 40.04 
RCW. 

44.20.050 Headings, index--Permanent publica­
tion. When all of the acts of any session of the legisla­
ture and initiative measures enacted by the people since 
the next preceding session have been certified to the 
statute law committee, the code reviser employed by the 
statute law committee shall make the proper headings 
and index of such acts or laws and, after such work has 
been completed, the statute law committee shall have 
published and bound in good buckram at least two 
thousand copies of such acts and laws, with such head­
ings and indexes, and such other matter as may be 
deemed essential, including a title page showing the 
session at which such acts were passed, the date of 
convening and adjournment of the session, and any 
other matter deemed proper, including a certificate by 
the secretary of state of such referendum measures as 
may have been enacted by the people since the next 
preceding session. [ 1 969 c 6 § 4; 1 95 1  c 1 57 § 1 8 ;  1 9 1 5  c 
27 § 1 ;  1 907 c 1 36 § 5 ;  RRS § 8200.] 

44.20.060 Duty of code reviser in arranging laws. In 
arranging the laws, memorials and resolutions for pub­
lication, the code reviser is hereby authorized to make 
such corrections in the orthography, clerical errors and 
punctuation of the same as in his judgment shall be 
deemed essential : Provided, That when any words or 
clauses shall be inserted, the same shall be inclosed in 
brackets ; and no correction shall be made which 
changes the intent or meaning of any sentence, section 
or act of the legislature. [ 1 969 c 6 § 5 ;  1 890 p 632 § 8; 
RRS § 8203.] 

44.20.080 Private publication restricted. It shall be 
unlawful for any person to print and publish for sale 
the session laws of any session in book form within one 
year after the adjournment of such session, other than 
those ordered printed by the statute law committee, or 
to deliver to anyone other than such committee or upon 
their order any of the session laws so ordered printed 
by them: Provided, This section shall not apply to any 
general compilation of the laws of this state or to a 
compilation of any special laws or laws on any special 
subject. [ 1 969 c 6 § 6; 1 907 c 1 36 § 6 ;  RRS § 820 1 .] 
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44.20.090 Legislative records--Preservation. See 
RCW 40. 14. 1 00-40. 14. 1 80. 

Sections 
44.24.010 
44.24.020 
44.24.030 

44.24.040 
44.24.050 
44.24.060 
44.24.070 

44.24.900 

Chapter 44.24 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

Council created--Composition. 
Powers and duties. 
Examination of records-Testimony--Oaths-

Compelling attendance of witnesses. 
Meetings. 
Secretary and assistants. 
Expenses and mileage. 
Rules and regulations-Term of office-Vacan­

cies-Special members-Minutes. 
Severability-1947 c 36. 

Data processing advisory committee, chairman member of: RCW 
43. 105.031. 

Interim committee on public employees collective bargaining, council 
participation: RCW 41.56.410-41.56.420. 

44.24.010 Council created--Composition. There is 
hereby created a "state legislative council" hereinafter 
referred to as the council, which shall consist of fifteen 
senators and sixteen representatives from the legislature 
of the state of Washington, including the president pro 
tern of the senate and the speaker of the house of rep­
resentatives, said council to be appointed by the presi­
dent of the senate and the speaker of the house of 
representatives at least ten days before the close of the 
1947 session of the legislature, and before the close of 
each regul�r session thereafter: Provided, That if prior 
to the close of any regular session, the governor shall 
issue a proclamation convening the legislature into ex­
traordinary session following such regular session, then 
such appointments shall be made as a matter of closing 
business of such extraordinary session. The president of 
the senate and the speaker of the house of representa­
tives shall prepare their lists of appointees so that the 
whole membership of the council shall include at least 
one individual from each United States congressional 
district within the state and so that the minority politi­
cal party in each house shall have seven members on 
the council. The said lists of appointees shall be subject 
to confirmation as to the senate members by the senate 
and as to the house members by the house of represen­
tatives. In the event of a failure to appoint council 
members within the time above stated, or in the event 
of a refusal by either senate or house of representatives 
to confirm appointments on the council, then the mem­
bers on the council from either house in which there is 
a failure to appoint or confirm shall be elected forth­
with by the members of such house. [ 1 969 c 10  § 1 ;  
1967 ex.s. c 1 34 § 6;  1 965 ex.s. c 1 48 § 1 ;  1 947 c 36 § I ;  
Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 8207-1 .] 

44.24.020 Powers and duties. The council shall have 
the following powers and duties: 

( I )  To perform, either through the council as a whole 
or through committees thereof all duties and functions 
customarily delegated to special interim legislative 

committees: Provided, That any appointments of com­
mittee chairmen shall be approved by not less than fif­
teen members of the council ; 

(2) To examine and study the administrative organi­
zation and procedures of the state government, its offi­
ces, boards, committees, commissions, institutions, and 
other state agencies and to make recommendations, 
where found advisable, directed to the elimination of 
unnecessary overlapping or duplication of functions, 
procedures and expenditures, and to the promotion of 
economy and efficiency in state government; 

(3) To make such other studies and examinations of 
the state government and its state agencies as it may 
find advisable and to hear complaints, hold hearings, 
gather information and make findings of fact with re- · 
spect thereto: Provided, That no investigation shall be 
had or public hearing be held without prior approval of 
two---thirds of the membership of the council :  Provided 
further, That any investigation or hearing once com­
menced may be terminated by a majority vote of the 
council ;  

(4) To receive messages and reports in person or in 
writing from the governor or any other state officials 
and to attend generally to any and all business ad­
dressed to or affecting the legislature during the interim 
between regular legislative sessions; 

(5) To make reports from time to time to the mem­
bers of the legislature and to the public with respect to 
any of its findings or recommendations. The council 
shall keep complete minutes of its meetings. The coun­
cil shall make and distribute its biennial report to the 
members of the ensuing legislature at least ten days 
prior to the convening of the legislature in regular ses­
sion; and 

(6) To cooperate, act, and function with similar 
councils or committees of other states, with the council 
of state governments, and with other interstate research 
organizations. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 1 34 § I ;  1 955 c 206 § I ;  
1 947 c 36 § 2; Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 8207-2.] 

44.24.030 Examination of records-Testimony-­
Oaths--Compelling attendance of witnesses. In the 
discharge of any duty herein imposed, the council and 
its committees shall have the authority to examine and 
inspect all files, records and accounts of any state office, 
department, institution, board, commission or agency, 
and to administer oaths, issue subpoenas, compel the 
attendance of witnesses and the production of any pa­
pers, books, accounts, documents and testimony, and to 
cause the deposition of witnesses, either residing within 
or without the state, to be taken in the manner pre­
scribed by law for taking depositions in civil actions in 
the superior courts. In case of disobedience on the part 
of any person to comply with any subpoena issued in 
behalf of the council, or on the refusal of any witness to 
testify to any matters regarding which he may be law­
fully interrogated, it shall be the duty of the superior 
court of any county, or of the judge thereof, on appli­
cation of the council, to compel obedience by proceed­
ings for contempt, as in the case of disobedience of the 
requirements of a subpoena issued from such court or a 
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refusal to testify therein. Each witness who appears be­
fore the state legislative council by its order, other than 
a state official or employee, shall receive for his atten­
dance the fees and mileage provided for witnesses in 
civil cases in courts of record, which shall be audited 
and paid upon the presentation of proper vouchers 
signed by such witness and approved by the secretary 
and chairman of the council. [ 1967 ex.s. c 1 34 § 2; 1 947 
c 36 § 3 ;  Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 8207-3.] 

Depositions: Rules of court: CR 26-37. 
Diso�dience of subpoena as grounds for contempt: RCW 7.20.010. 
Legislative inquiry: Chapter 44. 16 RCW. 

Witness fees and mileage: Chapter 2.40 RCW. 
Witness refusing to attend or testify before legislature or committee: 

RCW 9.55.020. 

44.24.040 Meetings. The first meeting of the state 
legislative council shall be held on the third Monday in 
June, 1 947, and thereafter meetings shaii be held 
throughout the legislative interim at such times and at 
such places as the council may determine. Committees 
of the council may meet at such additional times and in 
such places as may be convenient or necessary in car­
rying out their delegated duties. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 1 34 § 3 ;  
1947 c 36  § 4; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 8207--4.] 

44�24.050 Secretary and assistants. The council shall 
have authority to select and employ an executive secre­
tary, together with such other clerical, legal, accounting, 
research, and other assistants as it may deem desirable, 
whose compensation and salaries shall be fixed by the 
council. [ 1 947 c 36 § 5 ;  Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 8207-5.)  

44.24.060 Expenses and mileage. The members of 
the council shall be reimbursed for their expenses in­
curred while attending sessions of the council or meet­
ings of any committees of the council or while engaged 
on other council business authorized by the council in 
accordance with the provisions of RCW 44.04. 1 20. All 
expenses incurred by the council, including salaries of 
employees, shall be paid upon voucher forms as pro­
vided by the budget director and signed by the chair­
man or vice chairman of the council and attested by the 
secretary of said council, or by an alternate for the sec­
retary who shall be a member of and selected by the 
executive committee, and the authority of said chair­
man and secretary to sign vouchers shall continue until 
their successors are selected. Vouchers may be drawn 
upon funds appropriated generally by the legislature for 
legislative expenses or upon any special appropriation 
which may be provided by the legislature for the ex­
penses of the council. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 1 34 § 4; 1 955 c 206 § 
2;  1 95 1  c 142 § I ;  1 947 c 36 § 6; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 
8207--6.] 

Vouchers on public funds: Chapter 42.24 RCW. 

44.24.070 Rules and regulations--Term of of­
fice-Vacancies--Special members--Minutes. 
The state legislative council shall have authority to 
make its own rules and regulations governing the con­
duct of its business not otherwise prescribed in this 
chapter. The term of office of all council members shall 
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be from the time of confirmation or election until ( I )  
their successors have been appointed and confirmed or 
elected as provided in RCW 44.24.0 10, or until they 
cease to be members of the legislature. Vacancies on the 
council among the senate members of the council may 
be filled by appointment by the remaining senate mem­
bers. Vacancies on the council among the members of 
the house of representatives may be filled by appoint­
ment by the remaining house members. All such vacan­
cies shall be filled from the same political party as that 
of the member whose seat was vacated. The council 
may appoint not more than twelve additional legislators 
as special members in the same ratio as membership of 
the respective parties in the house and senate, to serve 
on council committees for designated periods of time, 
and such special members shall be entitled to reim­
bursement on the same basis as council members for 
expenses incurred while on council business. All of the 
minutes, records, and files of the council shall be deliv­
ered over by the council to the speaker of the house of 
representatives or to the president of the senate at the 
convening of each regular or special session of the leg­
islature, which minutes, records, and files shall be held 
subject to the order of the senate and house of repre­
sentatives, and shall thereafter be redelivered to the 
members of the council forthwith, but in no event later 
than five days after adjournment sine die of the legisla­
ture. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 1 34 § 5 ;  1 955 c 206 § 3 ;  1 947 c 36 § 
7; Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 8207-7.) 

44.24.900 Severability--1947 c 36. If any section, 
subsection, paragraph or provision of this chapter shall 
be held invalid by any court for any reason, such inva­
lidity shall not in any way affect the validity of the re­
mainder of this chapter. [ 1 947 c 36 § 8.] 

Chapter 44.28 
LEGISLATIVE BUDGET COMMITfEE 

Sections 
44.28.010 
44.28.020 
44.28.030 
44.28.040 
44.28.050 
44.28.060 
44.28.080 
44.28.085 

44.28.086 

44.28.087 

44.28.090 
44.28. 100 
44.28. 1 10 
44.28. 1 20 

44.28. 1 30 
44.28. 140 

44.28. 150 
44.28. 1 60 
44.28.900 

Legislative budget committee created-Members. 
Terms of members--Vacancies. 
Continuation of memberships and powers. 
Expenses of members-Reimbursement. 
Expenses of committee-Vouchers. 
Powers of committee---General. 
Powers---State funds, expenses, revenues. 
Management surveys and program reviews--Review 

of state auditor's report, recommendations. 
Management surveys--Reviews of program goals and 

objectives, performance audits to be included. 
Agencies to furnish committee with performance reports, 

internal audits, etc. 
Powers--Interim sessions of legislature. 
Powers--Reports, minutes. 
Examinations---Subpoenas-Depositions. 
Contempt proceedings--Witnesses failing to appear or 

testify. 
Witness fees and mileage. 
Legislative auditor and other assistants--Employ-

ment-Duties of legislative auditor. 
Cooperation with legislative council and others. 
Attendance records of school districts may be audited. 
Severability-195 1  c 43. 

County treasurer's report to legislative budget committee: R CW 
36.29.015. 
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Data processing advisory committee, chairman member of: RCW 
43. 105.031. 

Director of program planning and fiscal management: Chapter 43.41 
RCW. 

Personal service contracts, filing with legislative budget committee re­
quired: Chapter 39.29 RCW. 

State budget and accounting: Chapter 43.88 RCW. 

Study of funds related to state transportation programs: RCW 
44.40.025. 

44.28.010 Legislative budget committee created-­
Members. There is hereby created a legislative budget 
committee which shall consist of eight senators and 
eight representatives from the legislature. The senate 
members of the committee shall be appointed by the 
president of the senate and the house members of the 
committee shall be appointed by the speaker of the 
house. Not more than four members from each house 
shall be from the same political party. All members 
shall be appointed before the close of the 1 967 session 
of the legislature and before the close of each regular 
session thereafter: Provided, That if prior to the close of 
each regular session, the governor shall issue a procla­
mation convening the legislature into extraordinary ses­
sion following such regular session, then such 
appointments shall be made as a matter of closing 
business of such extraordinary session. Members shall 
be subject to confirmation, as to the senate members by 
the senate, and as to the house members by the house. 
In the event of a failure to appoint committee members, 
either on the part of the president of the senate or on 
the part of the speaker of the house, or in the event of a 
refusal by either the senate or the house to confirm ap­
pointments· on the committee, then the members of the 
committee from either house in which there is a failure 
to appoint or confirm shall be elected forthwith by the 
members of such house. [ 1 969 c 1 0  § 4; 1 967 ex.s. c 1 1 4 
§ l ;  1 963 ex.s. c 20 § 1 ;  1 955 c 206 § 4;  1 95 1  c 43 § l .] 

44.28.020 Terms of members--Vacancies. The 
term of office of the members of the committee who 
continue to be members of the senate and house shall 
be from the close of the session in which they were ap­
pointed or elected as provided in RCW 44.28.01 0  until 
the close of the next regular session or extraordinary 
session following such regular session, or, in the event 
that such appointments or elections are not made, until 
the close of the next regular session during which suc­
cessors are appointed or elected. The term of office of 
such committee members as shall not continue to be 
members of the senate and house shall cease upon the 
convening of the next regular session of the legislature 
after their confirmation, election or appointment. Va­
cancies on the committee shall be filled by appointment 
by the remaining members. All such vacancies shall be 
filled from the same political party and from the same 
house as the member whose seat was vacated. [ 1 969 c 
1 0  § 5 ; 1 955 c 206 § 5 ;  1 95 1  c 43 § 1 2.] 

44.28.030 Continuation of memberships and powers. 
On and after the commencement of a succeeding gen­
eral session of the legislature, those members of the 
committee who continue to be members of the senate 

and house, respectively, shall continue as members of 
the committee as indicated in RCW 44.28.020 and the 
committee shall continue with all its powers, duties, au­
thorities, records, papers, personnel and staff, and all 
funds made available for its use. [ 1955 c 206 § 6; 1 95 1  c 
43 § 1 3.]  

44.28.040 Expenses of members---Reimbursement� 
The members of the committee shall serve without 
compensation, but shall be reimbursed for their ex­
penses incurred while attending sessions of the commit­
tee or meetings of any subcommittee of the committee, 
or while engaged on other committee business author­
ized by the committee to the extent of fifteen dollars per 
day, plus eight cents per mile in going to and coming 
from committee sessions or committee meetings or for ' 
travel on other committee business when authorized by 
the committee. [ 1 95 1  c 43 § 1 4.) 

44.28.050 Expenses of committee Vouchers. All 
expenses incurred by the committee, including salaries 
and expenses of employees, shall be paid upon voucher 
forms as provided by the auditor and signed by the 
chairman or vice chairman of the committee and at­
tested by the secretary of said committee, and the au­
thority of said chairman and secretary to sign vouchers 
shall continue until their successors are selected after 
each ensuing session of the legislature. Vouchers may 
be drawn on funds appropriated generally by the legis­
lature for legislative expenses or upon any special ap­
propriation which may be provided by the legislature 
for the expenses of the committee or both. [ 1 955 c 206 § 
7 ;  1 95 1  c 43 § 1 5.] 

Vouchers on public funds: Chapter 42.24 RCW. 

44.28.060 Powers of committee--General. The 
committee shall have the power and duty to appoint its 
own chairman, vice chairman, and other officers; to 
make rules and regulations for orderly procedure; to 
perform, either through the legislative budget committee 
or through the legislative council or through subcom­
mittees of the legislative budget committee, all duties 
and functions relating to the study of expenditures by 
the state government, its officers, boards, committees, 
commissions, institutions, and other state agencies. 
[ 1 95 1  c 43 § 2.] 

44.28.080 Powers-State funds, expenses, reve­
nues. The committee shall have the following powers: 

( I )  To make current examination and reports con­
cerning the current condition of all state funds, appro­
priations and other state moneys; concerning whether 
or not such appropriations are being currently expend­
ed for the purposes and within the statutory restrictions 
provided by the legislature; concerning the current 
availability of revenue to meet expenditures under ap­
propriations ; and concerning the organization and op­
eration of procedures necessary or desirable to control 
the expenditures and other fiscal operations of the state 
government, its officers, boards, committees, commis­
sions, institutions and other state agencies, and to make 
recommendations and reports to the legislature. 
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(2) To make such other studies and examinations of 
the expenses of the state government and its state agen­
cies as it may find advisable, and to hear complaints, 
hold hearings, gather information and make findings of 
fact with respect thereto. [ 1 955 c 206 § 10; 1 95 1  c 43 § 
4.] 

44.28.085 Management surveys and program re­
views--Review of state auditor's report, recommenda­
tions. The legislative budget committee may make 
man"-gement surveys and program reviews as to every 
public body, officer or employee subject to the provi­
sions of RCW 43.09.290 through 43.09.340. Manage­
ment surveys for the purposes of this section shall be an 
independent examination for the purpose of providing 
the legislature with an evaluation and report of the 
manner in which any officer, administrator, or employ­
ee of a state agency subject to RCW 43.09.290 through 
43.09.340 has discharged his responsibilities to faithful­
ly, efficiently, and effectively administer any legislative 
purpose of the state. Program reviews for the purpose of 
this section shall be an examination of agency programs 
to ascertain whether or not such programs continue to 
serve their intended purposes, are conducted in an effi­
cient and effective manner, or require modification or 
elimination: Provided, That nothing in this section shall 
limit the power or duty of the state auditor to report to 
the legislature as directed by subsection (3) of RCW 
43.88. 160 as amended by this 1 97 1  amendatory act. The 
authority in this section conferred excludes a like au­
thority in the state auditor. 

The legislative budget committee shall receive a copy 
of each report of examination issued by the state audi­
tor under RCW 43.09.3 10, shall review all such reports, 
and shall make such recommendations to the legislature 
and to the state auditor as it deems appropriate. [ 197 1 
ex.s. c 1 70 § 3.] 

Severability-1971 ex.s. c 170: See note following RCW 
43.09.050. 

44.28.086 Management surveys--Reviews of pro­
gram goals and objectives, performance audits to be in­
cluded. The legislative budget committee authority for 
management surveys contained in RCW 44.28.085 shall 
include reviews of program goals and objectives of 
public bodies, officers or employees to determine con­
formity with legislative intent and shall include com­
prehensive performance audits to ensure that agency 
programs are being conducted in accordance with legis­
lative intent and program goals and objectives. [ 1 973 l st 
ex.s. c 1 97 § 1 .] 

44.28.087 Agencies to furnish committee with perfor­
mance reports, internal audits, etc. All agency reports 
concerning program performance, including adminis­
trative review, quality control, and other internal audit 
or pert:ormance reports, as requested by the legislative 
budget committee, shall be furnished by the agency re­
quested to provide such report. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 1 97 § 
2.] 
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44.28.090 Powers-Interim sessions of legislature. 
The committee shall have the power to receive messages 
and reports in person or in writing from the governor or 
any other state officials and to study generally any and 
all business relating to the expenses of state government 
and its state agencies during the interim between regu­
lar legislative sessions. [ 1 95 1  c 43 § 5.] 

44.28.100 Powers-Reports, minutes. The com­
mittee shall have the power to make reports from time 
to time to the members of the legislature, to the legisla­
tive council, and to the public with respect to any of its 
findings or recommendations. The committee shall keep 
complete minutes of its meetings. The committee shall 
make and distribute its final report to the members of 
the ensuing legislature at least ten days prior to the 
convening of the legislature. [ 1 95 1  c 43 § 6.] 

44.28. 1 1 0  Examinations--Subpoenas--Deposi­
tions. In the discharge of any duty herein imposed, the 
committee or any personnel under its authority and its 
subcommittees shall have the authority to examine and 
inspect all properties, equipment, facilities, files, records 
and accounts of any state office, department, institu­
tion, board, committee, commission or agency, and to 
administer oaths, issue subpoenas, compel the atten­
dance of witnesses and the production of any papers, 
books, accounts, documents and testimony, and to 
cause the deposition of witnesses, either residing within 
or without the state, to be taken in the manner pre­
scribed by laws for taking depositions in civil actions in 
the superior courts. [ 1 955 c 206 § 8; 1 95 1  c 43 § 8.] 

Depositions: Rules of court: CR 26-37. 

44.28.120 Contempt proceedings-Witnesses fail­
ing to appear or testify. In case of the failure on the part 
of any person to comply with any subpoena issued in 
behalf of the committee, or on the refusal of any wit­
ness to testify to any matters regarding which he may 
be lawfully interrogated, it shall be the duty of the su­
perior court of any county, or of the judge thereof, on 
application of the committee, to compel obedience by 
proceedings for contempt, as in the case of disobedi­
ence of the requirements of a subpoena issued from 
such court or a refusal to testify therein. [ 195 1 c 43 § 9.] 

Disobedience of subpoena as grounds for contempt: RCW 7.20.010. 
Legislative inquiry: Chapter 44. 16 RCW. 

Witness refusing to attend or testify before legislature or committee: 
RCW 9.55.020. 

44.28.130 Witness fees and mileage. Each witness 
who appears before the committee by its order, other 
than a state official or employee, shall receive for his 
attendance the fees and mileage provided for witnesses 
in civil cases in courts of record, which shall be audited 
and paid upon the presentation of proper vouchers 
signed by such witness and approved by the secretary 
and chairman of the committee. [ 195 1 c 43 § 10.] 

Witness fees and mileage: Chapter 2.40 RCW 
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44.28. 140 Legislative auditor and other assist­
ants--Employment--Duties of legislative auditor. 
The committee is hereby authorized and empowered to 
appoint an officer to be known as the legislative audi­
tor, and to fix' his compensation, who shall be the exec­
utive officer of the committee and assist in its duties 
and shall compile information for the committee. The 
committee is hereby authorized and empowered to se­
lect and employ other clerical, legal, accounting, re­
search and other personnel that it may deem desirable 
in the performance of its duties, and the compensation 
and salaries shall be fixed by the legislative budget 
committee. 

The duties of the legislative auditor shall be as 
follows: 

( 1 )  To ascertain the facts and make recommendations 
to the committee and under their direction to the com­
mittees of the state legislature concerning 

(a) state budget; 

(b) revenues and expenditures of the state; 

(c) the organization and functions of the state, its de­
partments, subdivisions and agencies. 

(2) To assist the appropriations committees of the 
house and senate, respectively, in consideration of the 
budget and all bills carrying express or implied appro­
priations and all legislation affecting state departments 
and their efficiency; to appear before any other legisla­
tive committee and to assist any other legislative com­
mittees upon instruction by the legislative budget 
committee. 

(3) To provide the legislature with information ob­
tained under the direction of the legislative budget 
committee. 

(4) To maintain a record of all work performed by 
the legislative auditor under the direction of the legisla­
tive budget committee and to keep and make available 
all documents, data and reports submitted to him by 
any legislative committee. [ 1955 c 206 § 9; 195 1  c 43 § 
1 1 . ]  

44.28.150 Cooperation with legislative council and 
others. The committee shall cooperate, act and function 
with the legislative council and with the councils or 
committees of other states similar to this committee and 
with other interstate research organizations. [ 195 1 c 43 § 
7.] 

44.28.160 Attendance records of school districts may 
be audited. Attendance records of school districts may 
be audited by the legislative budget committee. [ 1959 c 
148 § 2.] 

44.28.900 Severability--1951 c 43. If any section, 
subsection, paragraph or provision of this chapter shall 
be held invalid by any court for any reason, such inva­
lidity shall not in any way affect the validity of the re­
mainder of this chapter. [ 195 1  c 43 § 16.] 
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4430.010 Definitions. As used in this chapter the 
following definitions shall apply: 

( 1 )  "Committee" means the joint committee on 
higher education of the legislature of the state of 
Washington. 

(2) "Higher education" means all programs and/or 
courses, whether academic, occupational, professional, 
adult or special, sponsored or conducted by an institu­
tion or agency authorized to grant or award a bacca­
laureate degree, or a nonbaccalaureate degree or 
certificate. 

(3) "Institution'' or ' 'agency" means any public or 
nonpublic educational institution receiving or eligible of 
receiving state appropriated funds, or participating in 
programs which are state authorized, administered or 
coordinated, and such institutions shall include but not 
be limited to all four year colleges, and universities, 
graduate centers, and all state community colleges, and 
state agencies directing or participating in higher edu­
cation programs as herein defined. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 265 § 1 .] 

44.30.015 Committee created. There is hereby cre­
ated the joint committee on higher education of the 
legislature of the state of Washington. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 265 
§ 2.] 

44.30.020 Composition--Selection and confirma­
tion of members. The committee shall consist of five 
senators and five representatives who shall be selected 
prior to the close of the forty-first session of the legis­
lature, and at least ten days before the close of each 
regular session thereaner as follows: 

( 1) The president of the senate shall nominate five 
senators to serve on the committee, and shall submit the 
list of nominees to the senate for confirmation. Upon 
confirmation, the senators shall be deemed installed as 
members. 

(2) The speaker of the house shall nominate five 
members of the house of representatives to serve on the 
committee, and submit the list of nominees to the house 
for confirmation. Upon confirmation, the representa­
tives shall be deemed installed as members. 

In the event of a failure to appoint members within 
the time above stated, or in the event of a refusal to 
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confirm, the members on the committee from either 
house in which there is a failure to appoint or confirm 
shall be elected forthwith by the members of such 
house. [ I  969 ex.s. c 265 § 3. ]  

44.30.025 Representation of political parties limited. 
Not more than three members confirmed or elected by 
the senate, and not more than three members confirmed 
or elected by the house, shall be affiliated with any one 
political party. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 265 § 4.] 

44.30.030 Terms. Members shall serve until their 
successors are installed as provided in RCW 44.30.020 
at the next succeeding regular session of the legislature, 
or until they are no longer members of the legislature, 
whichever is sooner. [ 1969 ex.s. c 265 § 5.] 

44.30.035 Vacancies. The committee shall fill any 
vacancies occurring on the committee by appointment 
from the legislative chamber whose member departs ; 
members filling vacancies shall serve until their succes­
sors are installed as provided in RCW 44.30.020 or until 
they are no longer members of the legislature, whichev­
er is sooner. All vacancies shall be filled from the same 
political party as that of the member whose seat was 
vacated. ! 1969 ex.s. c 265 § 6.) 

44.30.040 Chairman--Subcommittees--Rules. 
The committee shall by majority vote select a chairman, 
create necessary or appropriate subcommittees, and 
prescribe rules of procedure for itself and its subcom­
mittees which are not inconsistent with this chapter. 
[ 1 969 ex.s. c 265 § 7.J 

44.30.045 Executive secretary--Assistants-­
Compensation. The committee may employ an executive 
secretary and such clerical and other assistants as it 
finds necessary or appropriate, and fix their compensa­
tion, expenses, and salaries. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 265 § 8.} 

44.30.050 Per diem and expenses--Vouchers. The 
members of the committee shall be reimbursed for their 
expenses incurred while attending sessions of the com­
mittee or meetings of any subcommittee of the commit­
tee or while engaged in other committee business 
authorized by the committee in accordance with stand­
ard legislative per diem and travel rates. All expenses 
incurred by the committee including salaries of the em­
ployees shall be paid upon voucher forms as provided 
by the office of program planning and fiscal manage­
ment and signed by the chairman of the committee, and 
approved by the secretary of the committee. The au­
thority of said chairman and secretary to sign vouchers 
shall continue until their successors are selected. 
Vouchers may be drawn upon funds appropriated for 
the expenses of the committee. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 265 § 9.] 

44.30.055 Studies. The committee is authorized to 
ascertain and study facts and matters relating to higher 
education in the state of Washington, including but not 
limited to: 

(1ide � Z6) 

( 1 )  The statutory responsibilities granted to the coun­
cil on higher education and the state board for commu­
nity college education and all other institutions and 
agencies of higher education; 

(2) The functions, facilities, programs, and the meth­
od of financing the institutions and agencies of public 
higher education to insure that there will be sufficient 
use of resources and avoidance of unnecessary 
duplication; 

(3) The role of private institutions of higher education 
in the state; 

(4) The relationship of adult education and/or con­
tinuing education to higher education in the state; 

(5) A relationship of occupational programs or voca­
tional and technical schools to higher education in the 
state; 

(6) The impact of increased federal funds on existing 
or planned programs or operations of institutions or 
agencies of higher education;  

(7) The desirability and relation of student financial 
aid to higher educational goals of the state. 

The committee shall also have the power to require 
the council on higher education, the state board for 
community college education, and the individual insti­
tutions and agencies of public higher education to sub­
mit data and information which they may request on 
costs, the selection and retention of students, enroll­
ments, planned capacities, and other matters which the 
committee deems pertinent to the effective planning and 
coordination of the institutions and agencies of higher 
education. 

The committee is further authorized to review the 
development of plans for orderly growth of public in­
stitutions of higher education or agencies and to review 
the specific recommendations of any public institution 
or agencies of higher education on the need for the lo­
cation of new facilities and programs. [ 1969 ex.s. c 265 
§ 10.] 

44.30.060 Liaison with other committees, public 
agencies, organizations. The committee shall consult and 
maintain liaison with the legislative council, the legisla­
tive budget committee, the joint committee on educa­
tion, and all affected public agencies, and shall seek the 
participation of all interested and responsible organiza­
tions. [ 1969 ex.s. c 265 § 1 1 .] 

44.30.065 Citizen subcommittees. The committee is 
authorized to appoint such citizen subcommittees as it 
deems appropriate, and to pay approved expenses of 
subcommittee members and any other authorized ex­
penses such subcommittees may incur. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 265 
§ 1 2.) 

44.30.070 Committee recommendations---Minority 
recommendations. The committee shall make such rec­
ommendations to the governor and the legislature relat­
ing to changes in administrative practices and existing 
laws as it finds necessary. If the recommendations 
adopted by the committee do not receive unanimous 
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approval, any dissenting members shall h�ve the pri�i­
lege of submitting minority recom�endatwns: Provid­
ed, That minority recommendatiOns s�a� l n�t be 
recognized, acted upon or reported unless JOtned tn by 
two or more members. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 265 § 1 3.] 

44.30.075 Gifts-Grants--Endowments. The 
committee shall have authority to receive such gifts, 
grants, and endowments from both federal and private 
sources as may be made from time to time in trust or 
otherwise for the use and benefit of the purposes of the 
committee and to expend the same or any income 
therefrom according to the terms of said gifts, grants, or 
endowments within the provisions of chapter 43.88 
RCW. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 265 § 14. ]  
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44.33.200 "Committee" defined. As used in this 
chapter "committee" means the joint committee on ed­
ucation of the legislature of the state of Washington. 
[ I  965 ex.s. c 1 30 § I .  Prior: I 963 ex.s. c I 9 § I ;  RCW 
44.33.0 10 ;  prior: 1961 c 296 § I ;  1959 c 299 § I ;  RCW 
44.32.01 0.] 

4433.210 Committee created. There is hereby cre­
ated the joint committee on education of the legislature 
of the state of Washington. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 30 § 2. Prior: 
1963 ex.s. c 19  § 2; RCW 44.33.020; prior: 196 1  c 296 § 
2; 1959 c 299 § 2; RCW 44.32.020.] 

44.33.220 Composition--Selection and confirma­
tion of members. The committee shall consist of five 
senators and five representatives who shall be selected 
prior to the close of the thirty-ninth session of the leg­
islature, and before the close of each regular session 
thereafter as follows: Provided, That if prior to the 
close of each regular session, the governor shall issue a 
proclamation convening the legislature into extraordi­
nary session following such regular session, then such 
selections shall be made as a matter of closing business 
of such extraordinary session. 

( I )  The president of the senate shall nominate five 
senators to serve on the committee, and shall submit the 
list of nominees to the senate for confirmation. Upon 

confirmation, the senators shall be deemed installed as 
members. 

(2) The speaker of the house shall nominate five 
members of the house of representatives to serve on the 
committee, and submit the list of nominees to the house 
for confirmation. Upon confirmation, the representa­
tives shall be deemed installed as members. 

In the event of a failure to appoint members within 
the time above stated, or in the event of a refusal to 
confirm, then the members on the committee from ei­
ther house in which there is a failure to appoint or con­
firm shall be elected forthwith by the members of such 
house. [ 1 969 c 1 0  § 3; 1965 ex.s. c 1 30 § 3. Prior : 1963 
ex.s. c 19  § 3 ;  RCW 44.33.030; prior: 1961  c 296 § 3 ;  
1959 c 299 § 3 ;  RCW 44.32.030.] 

44.33.230 Representation of political parties limited. 
Not more than three members confirmed or elected by 
the senate, and not more than three members confirmed 
or elected by the house, shall be affiliated with any one 
political party. [ 1965 ex.s. c 1 30 § 4. Prior: 1963 ex.s. c 
1 9  § 4; RCW 44.33.040; prior: 1 96 1  c 296 § 4; 1 959 c 
299 § 4 ;  RCW 44.32.040.] 

44.33.240 Term. Members shall serve until their 
successors are installed as provided in RCW 44.33.220 
at the next succeeding regular session of the legislature, 
or until they are no longer members of the legislature, 
whichever is sooner or at the extraordinary session, if 
any, following the said next succeeding regular session. 
[ 1 969 c 1 0  § 6; 1965 ex.s. c 1 30 § 5. Prior: 1963 ex.s. c 
19  § 5 ;  RCW 44.33.050; prior: 196 1  c 296 § 5 ;  1959 c 
299 § 5 ;  RCW 44.32.050.] 

4433.250 Vacancies. The committee shall fill any 
vacancies occurring on the committee by appointment 
from the legislative chamber whose member departs; 
members filling vacancies shall serve until their succes­
sors are installed as provided in RCW 44.33.220 or until 
they are no longer members of the legislature, whichev­
er is sooner. All vacancies shall be filled from the same 
political party as that of the member whose seat was 
vacated. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 30 § 6. Prior: 1963 ex.s. c 1 9  § 6;  
RCW 44.33.060; prior: 1 96 1  c 296 § 6;  1959 c 299 § 6;  
RCW 44.32.060.) 

44.33.260 Chairman---Subcommittees--Rules. 
The committee shall by majority vote select a chairman, 
create necessary or appropriate subcommittees, and 
prescribe rules of procedure for itself and its subcom­
mittees which are not inconsistent with this chapter. 
[ 1965 ex.s. c 1 30 § 7. Prior: 1 963 ex.s. c 1 9  § 7 ;  RCW 
44.33.070; prior: 1 96 1  c 296 § 7 ;  1959 c 299 § 7; RCW 
44.32.070.] 

44.33.270 Executive secretary--Assistants-­
Compensation. The committee may employ an executive 
secretary and such clerical and other assistants as it  
finds necessary or appropriate, and fix their compensa­
tion, expenses, and salaries. [ I  965 ex.s. c 1 30 § 8. Prior: 
1963 ex.s. c 19  § 8 ;  RCW 44.33.080; prior: 1 96 1  c 296 § 
8 ;  1 959 c 299 § 8; RCW 44.32.080.] 
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44.33.286 Per diem and expenses-Vouchers. The 
members of the committee shall be reimbursed for their 
expenses incurred while attending sessions of the com­
mittee or meetings of any subcommittee of the commit­
tee or while engaged in other committee business 
authorized by the committee to the extent of twenty­
five dollars per day plus ten cents per mile in going and 
coming from committee sessions or subcommittee 
meetings or for travel on other committee business au­
thorized by the committee. All expenses incurred by the 
committee including salaries of the employees shall be 
paid upon voucher forms as provided by the central 
budget agency and signed by the chairman of the com­
mittee and approved by the secretary of the committee 
and the authority of said chairman or said chairman 
and secretary to sign vouchers shall continue until their 
successors are selected. Vouchers may be drawn upon 
funds appropriated for the expenses of the committee. 
[ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 30 § 9. Prior: 1963 ex.s. c 1 9  § 9; RCW 
44.33.090; prior: 1 96 1  c 296 § 9; 1 959 c 299 § 9; RCW 
44.32.090.] 

44.33.290 Examination of witnesses. When directed 
by a two-thirds vote of the whole committee witnesses 
shall be examined privately. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 30 § 10. Pri­
or: 1 963 ex.s. c 1 9  § 1 0; RCW 44.33. 100; prior: 1 96 1  c 
296 § 10 ;  1 959 c 299 § 10 ;  RCW 44.32. 1 00.) 

44.33.300 Studies. The committee is authorized to 
ascertain and study facts and matters relating to educa­
tion in the state of Washington, including but not lim­
ited to: 

( I )  Inter-relationship of state board of education 
and superintendent of public instruction; 

(2) Office of county superintendent of schools; 
(3) School districts including relationships to coun­

ties and the state; 
(4) Relationship of post high school education to 

common schools, adult education, community colleges, 
vocational and technical schools, and colleges and 
universities. 

(5) Potential for teaching use of new media and de­
vices such as television, teaching machines, and data 
processing; 

(6) Educational research potential areas leading to 
improvement in instruction; 

(7) Length of school year and summer school 
support; 

(8) Vocational and technical education ;  
(9) Teacher preparation; 

( 1 0) Student teaching; 
( 1 1 )  Supervision of beginning teachers; 
( 1 2) Finance; and 
( 1 3) Impact of increased federal funds. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 

1 30 § I I . Prior: 1 963 ex.s. c 1 9  § 1 1 ;  RCW 44.33 . 1 10; 
prior : 1 96 1  c 296 § 1 1 ; 1 959 c 299 § 1 1 ; RCW 
44.32. 1 10.] 

44.33.310 Liaison with other committees, public 
agencies, organizations. The committee shall consult and 
maintain liaison with the legislative council, the legisla­
tive budget committee and all affected public agencies, 
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and shall seek the participation of all interested and re­
sponsible organizations. [ 1965 ex.s. c 130 § 1 2. Prior: 
1 963 ex.s. c 19 § 14; RCW 44.33. 1 40; prior: 1 96 1  c 296 
§ 12 ;  1959 c 299 § 12 ;  RCW 44.32. 1 20.] 

44.33.320 Citizen subcommittees. The committee is 
authorized to appoint such citizen subcommittees as it 
deems appropriate and to pay approved expenses of 
subcommittee members and any other authorized ex­
penses such subcommittees may incur. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 130 
§ 13 .  Prior: 1 963 ex.s. c 1 9  § 1 5 ;  RCW 44.33. 1 50; prior: 
1 96 1  c 296 § 1 3 ;  1 959 c 299 § 1 3 ;  RCW 44.32. 1 30.] 

44.33.330 Committee recommendations--Minority 
recommendations. The committee shall make such rec­
ommendations to the governor and the legislature relat­
ing to changes in administrative practices and existing 
laws as it finds necessary. If  the recommendations 
adopted by the committee do not receive unanimous 
approval, any dissenting members shall have the privi­
lege of submitting minority recommendations: Provid­
ed, That minority recommendations shall not be 
recognized, acted upon or reported unless joined in by 
two or more members. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 30 § 14. Prior: 
1963 ex.s. c 19  § 16 ;  RCW 44.33 . 1 60; prior: 196 1  c 296 
§ 16 ;  1 959 c 299 § 1 6 ;  RCW 44.32. 1 60.] 

44.33.340 Gins, grants, endowments. The committee 
shall have authority to receive such gifts, grants, and 
endowments from private sources as may be made from 
time to time in trust or otherwise for the use and benefit 
of the purposes of the committee and to expend the 
same or any income therefrom according to the terms 
of said gifts, grants, or endowments. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 130 § 
1 5. Prior: 1963 ex.s. c 1 9  § l7 ;  RCW 44.33. 170; prior: 
1 96 1  c 296 § 1 7 ;  1 959 c 299 § 17 ;  RCW 44.32. 1 70.] 

Chapter 44.36 
JOINT COMMIITEE ON URBAN AREA 

GOVERNMENT 

Sections 
44.36.010 
44.36.020 
44.36.030 
44.36.040 
44.36.050 
44.36.060 
44.36.070 
44.36.080 
44.36.090 
44.36. 100 
44.36. 1 10 
44.36. 120 

44.36. 130 
44.36. 140 
44.36. 150 

44.36. 160 

Definitions. 
Committee created-Time and place of meetings. 
Composition, appointment of members. 
Representation of political parties limited. 
Term. 
Vacancies. 
Chairman--subcommittees--Rules. 

Executive secretary-Assistants--Compensation. 
Per diem and expenses--Vouchers. 

Examination of witnesses. 
Powers. 
Liaison with other committees, public agencies, 

organizations. 
Powers and duties of legislative council. 
Payment of legislative council's expenses. 
Committee report and recommendations--Minority 

recommendations. 
Gifts, grants, endowments. 

44.36.010 Definitions. As used in this chapter "com­
mittee" means the joint committee on urban area gov­
ernment of the legislature of the state of Washington, 
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and the term "urban area" shall mean incorporated cit­
ies and towns and peripheral areas which have become 
substantially urban in character. [ 196 1 c 308 § 1 .] 

44.36.020 Committee created--Time and place of 
meetings. There is hereby created the joint committee 
on urban area government of the legislature of the state 
of Washington which shall meet, act, and conduct its 
business at any place within the state of Washington 
during interim periods prior to the 1963 session of the 
legislature. ( 196 1  c 308 § 2.] 

44.36.030 Composition, appointment of members. 
The committee shall consist of five senators and five 
representatives who shall be selected as follows: 

( I )  The president of the senate shaH nominate five 
senators to serve on the committee, who shall be resi­
dents of urban areas of the state, and shall submit the 
list of nominees to the senate for confirmation. In the 
event that the president does not nominate five sena­
tors, or in the event that the senate does not confirm the 
nominees prior to two days before the close of the reg­
ular session of the legislature, the senate shall elect the 
members by a majority vote of a quorum. Upon ·Confir­
mation or election, the senators shall be installed as 
members. 

(2) The speaker of the house shall nominate five rep­
resentatives to serve on the committee, who shall be 
residents of urban areas of the state, and submit the list 
of nominees to the house for confirmation. In the event 
that the speaker does not nominate five representatives, 
or in the event that the house does not confirm the 
nominees prior to two days before the close of the reg­
ular session of the legislature, the house shall elect the 
members by a majority vote. Upon confirmation or 
election, the representatives shall be deemed instaUed as 
members. [ 196 1  c 308 § 3.] 

44.36.040 Representation of political parties limited. 
Not more than three members confirmed or elected by 
the senate, and not more than three members confirmed 
or elected by the house, shall be affiliated with any one 
political party. [ 1 96 1  c 308 § 4.] 

44.36.050 Term. Members shall serve until their 
successors are installed as provided in RCW 44.36.030, 
at the next succeeding regular session of the legislature, 
or until they are no longer members of the legislature, 
whichever is sooner. ( 196 1  c 308 § 5.] 

44�.060 Va�cies. The committee shall fill any 
vacancies occurnng on the committee by appointment 
from the le9islative c�amber whose member departs; 
members fillmg vacanctes shall serve until their succes­
sors are installed as provided in RCW 44.36.030 or until 
they are no longer members of the legislature, whichev­
er is sooner. [ 1 96 1  c 308 § 6.] 

44.36.070 Chairman-Subcommittees--Rules. 
The committee shall by majority vote select a chairman, 
may establish appropriate subcommittees, may pre� 
scribe rules of procedure for itself and its subcommit� 
tees, and shall create citizen advisory subcommittees, 
the members of which shall include residents of 

Urban areas of more than five hundred thousand 
population, 

Urban areas of less than five hundred thousand pop­
ulation but more than fifty thousand population, and 

Urban areas of less than fifty thousand population. 
The committee may create such additional citizen advi­
sory subcommittees as it may deem appropriate. [ 1 96 1  c 
308 § 7.] 

44.36.080 Executive secretary--Assistants­
Compensation. The committee may employ an executive 
secretary and such clerical and other assistants as it 
finds necessary or appropriate, and fix their compensa­
tion. [1961 c 308 § 8.] 

44.36.090 Per diem and expenses--Vouchers. 
Members of the committee and any of its subcommit­
tees shall receive twenty dollars per diem, and ten cents 
a mile for travel, while attending sessions of the com­
mittee or of its subcommittees. 

All expenses incurred by the committee or its sub­
committees or the members thereof, including salaries 
of its executive secretary and assistants, shall be paid 
upon voucher forms signed by the chairman or vice­
chairman of the committee. Vouchers may be drawn 
upon any special appropriation which may be provided 
by the legislature for the expenses of the committee. 
[ 1 96 1  c 308 § 9.] 

44.36.100 Examination of witnesses. Unless other­
wise directed by a two-thirds vote of the whole com­
mittee, all witnesses shall be examined privately. [ 1 % 1  c 
308 § 10.]  

44.36.1 10 Powers. The committee is authorized to 
ascertain and study laws, facts, trends of urban devel­
opment and other matters relating to the welfare and 
government of urban areas of the state including but 
not limited to: 

( I )  Incorporations of and annexations to cities and 
towns; 

(2) The functions and powers of the several agencies 
of local government and their relationship to each 
other; 

(3) The financial support required to carry out the 
missions of local government and the sources of such 
support ; 

(4) The present and future requirements of the resi­
dents of urban areas for governmental services and the 
local governmental machinery best suited to provide 
such services ;  

(5) The proper role of the state in local government 
affairs and finance. [ 1 96 1  c 308 § I I .] 
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44.36 . 120 Liaison with other committees, public 
agencies, organizations. The committee shall consult and 
maintain liaison with the legislative council, the legisla­
tive budget committee and all affected public agencies, 
and shall seek the participation of all interested and re­
sponsible organizations. [ 1 96 1 c 308 § 12.] 

4436.130 Powers and duties of legislative council. 
The legislative council shall consult with, advise, and 
assist. the committee, recommending areas of study, ad­
vising as to organizations and persons suitable for sub­
committees, and assisting in research and study of 
urban problems. [ 1 96 1 c 308 § 13.] 

4436. 140 Payment of legislative council's expenses. 
All expenditures of the legislative council incurred in 
consulting with, advising and assisting the committee 
shall be paid upon vouchers approved jointly by the 
chairman of the council and the chairman of the com­
mittee from the appropriation herein provided. [ 196 1 c 
308 § 14.] 

44.36.150 Committee report and recommenda­
tions--Minority recommendations. The committee 
shall report the findings of its subcommittees to the 
governor by September, 1962, and shall make such rec­
ommendations to the governor and the legislature relat­
ing to changes in administrative practices and existing 
laws as it finds necessary. If the recommendations 
adopted by the committee do not receive unanimous 
approval, any dissenting members shall have the privi­
lege of submitting minority recommendations. [ 1 961  c 
308 § 1 5.] 

44.36.160 Gifts, grants, endowments. The committee 
shall have authority to receive such gifts, grants, and 
endowments from private sources as may be made from 
time to time in trust or otherwise for the use and benefit 
of the purposes of the committee and to expend the 
same or any income therefrom according to the terms 
of said gifts, grants, or endowments. [ 196 1 c 308 § 16.) 

Chapter 44.39 
JOINT COMMITTEE ON NUCLEAR ENERGY 

Sections 
44.39.010 
44.39.015 
44.39.020 
44.39.025 
44.39.030 
44.39.035 
44.39.040 

44.39.045 
44.39.050 

Committee created. 
Composition-Appointment of members. 
Terms. 
Vacancies. 
Meetings. 
Studies-Liaison-Reports to legislature. 
Staff director, clerical and other assistants--Compen­

sation-Information and assistance. 
Expenses and per diem. 
Payment of expenses-Vouchers. 

44.39.010 Committee created. There is hereby cre­
ated the joint committee on nuclear energy of the legis­
lature of the state of Washington. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 260 § l .] 

(litle 44------iJ .30) 

4439.015 Composition--Appointment of members. 
The committee shall consist of four senators and four 
representatives who shall be selected biennially as 
follows: 

( I )  The president of the senate shall nominate four 
members, two from each major political party, to serve 
on the committee, and shall submit the list of nominees 
to the senate for confirmation. Upon confirmation, the 
senators shall be deemed installed as members. 

(2) The speaker of the house shall nominate four 
members, two from each major political party, to serve 
on the committee, and shall submit the list of nominees 
to the house of representatives for confirmation. Upon 
confirmation, the representatives shall be deemed in­
stalled as members. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 260 § 2.] 

44.39.020 Terms. Members shall serve until their 
successors are installed as provided in RCW 44.39.015, 
at the next succeeding regular session of the legislature, 
or until they are no longer members of the legislature, 
whichever is sooner. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 260 § 3.] 

44.39.025 Vacancies. The committee shall fill any 
vacancies occurring on the committee by appointment 
from the same political party and legislative chamber as 
the departing member. Members filling vacancies shall 
serve until they or their successors are installed as pro­
vided in RCW 44.39.0 1 5  or until they are no longer 
members of the legislature, whichever is sooner. [ 1969 
ex.s. c 260 § 4.) 

44.39.030 Meetings. The committee shall meet at 
each regular session of the legislature and at such other 
times and places as is necessary in carrying out its del­
egated duties. [ 1969 ex.s. c 260 § 5.] 

44.39.035 Studies-Liaison--Reports to legisla­
ture. The committee shall make continuing studies of 
the problems relating to the development, use, and con­
trol of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes. In con­
ducting its studies the committee shall work closely with 
the state office of nuclear energy development and may 
work with any other public or private organizations or 
individuals interested in the development of nuclear 
energy. 

Effective liaison shall be maintained with the govern­
or's advisory council on nuclear energy and radiation. 
The committee shall prepare an annual report to the 
legislature, and, from time to time report to the legisla­
ture any information deemed worthy of special atten­
tion, and any legislative action deemed necessary to 
enhance the broad purposes of RCW 43.3 1 .280 and to 
maintain the state's position of leadership in the field of 
nuclear energy. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 260 § 6.] 

Nuclear energy and radiation: Chapter 70.98 RCW. 

Nuclear energy promotion and development, powers and duties of 
department of commerce and economic development: RCW 43.31-
.280-43.31.330. 

44.39.040 Staff director, clerical and other assist­
ants--Compensation--Information and assistance. 
The committee may employ a staff director and such 
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clerical and other assistants as it finds necessary or ap­
propriate, and fix their compensation. 

The office of nuclear energy development shall, upon 
request, furnish such technical and policy information 
and assistance as is necessary to carry out the purposes 
of this chapter. 

The committee may utilize the services of the execu­
tive director of the office of nuclear energy development 
in the capacity of staff director. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 260 § 7.] 

44.39.045 Expenses and per diem. The members of 
the committee shall serve without compensation, but 
shall be reimbursed for their expenses incurred while 
attending sessions of the committee or any subcommit­
tee of the committee, or while engaged in other com­
mittee business authorized by the committee, as 
provided for in RCW 44.04. 1 20. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 260 § 8.] 

44.39.050 Payment of expenses--Vouchers. All 
expenses incurred by the committee, including salaries 
and expenses of employees, shall be paid upon voucher 
forms as provided by the director of program planning 
and fiscal management and signed by the chairman of 
the committee. Vouchers may be drawn upon funds ap­
propriated generally by the legislature for legislative ex­
penses or upon any special appropriation which may be 
provided by the legislature for the expenses of the com­
mittee. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 260 § 9.] 

Chapter 44.40 
LEGISLATIVE TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE--SENATE AND HOUSE 
TRANSPORTATION AND UTILITIES 

COMMITTEES 
Sections 
44.40.010 Creation--Composition--Appointments-

Vacancies. 
44.40.020 
44.40.025 
44.40.026 

Powers, duties and studies. 
Study of funds related to state transportation programs. 
Study of alternative methods of financing cross--sound 

transportation facilities. 
44.40.030 Participation in activities of interstate agencies. 
44.40.040 Members' allowances-Procedure for payment of 

committee's expenses. 
44.40.050 Additional motor vehicle fees for support of committee 

activities. 
44.40.060 Participation in development of data bank. 
44.40.070 State transportation agencies-Preparation of long 

range plans, comprehensive programs and financial 
plans required. 

44.40.080 State transportation agencies-Recommended budg-
et--Preparation and presentation--Contents. 

44.40.090 Delegation of powers and duties to senate and house 
transportation and utilities committees. 

44.40. 100 Contracts authorized. 
44.40. 1 10 Review and study of taxing structure for transportation 

programs and activities. 

Comprehensive long range plan for cross sound transportation: RCW 
47.60.045. 

Report (state tra!lic safety commission) to legislative transportation 
committee: RCW 43.59. 130. 

Study reports available to legislators: RCW 47.01 .145. 

44.40.010 Creation--Composition--Appoint-
men�Vacancies. The joint fact-finding committee 
on htghways, streets, and bridges originally created by 

chapter I l l , Laws of 1 947, recreated and renamed the 
joint committee on highways by chapter 3, Laws of 
1 963 extraordinary session, is hereby recreated and re­
named the legislative transportation committee. The re­
naming of said committee shall not affect any powers 
invested in it or its duties imposed upon it by any other 
statute. All appropriations made to the committee un­
der its former name shall continue to be available to 
said committee as renamed, the legislative transporta­
tion committee. The committee shall consist of eleven 
senators to be appointed by the president of the senate 
and twelve members of the house of representatives to 
be appointed by the speaker thereof. A list of appoin­
tees shall be submitted before the close of each regular 
legislative session or any successive extraordinary ses­
sion called by the governor prior to the close of such 
regular session or successive extraordinary session(s) for 
confirmation of senate members, by the senate, and 
house members, by the house. Vacancies occurring shall 
be filled by the appointing authority. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 1 95 § 
1 ;  1 967 ex.s. c 145 § 68 ; 1965 ex.s. c 1 70 § 64; 1 963 ex.s. 
c 3 § 35.] 

Severabillty--1971 ex.s. c 195: "If any provision of this 1 971  
amendatory act, o r  its application to any person o r  circumstance is 
held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the provi­
sion to other circumstances is not affected." [ 1971 ex.s. c 195 § 2tj 
This applies to RCW 43.59.130, 44.40.010, 44.40.025, 44.40.026, 44-
.40.030, 44.40.040, 44.40.060, 47.01 . 145, 47.01 .240 and 47.60.045. 

44.40.020 Powers, duties and studies. The committee 
is authorized and directed to continue its studies and 
for that purpose shall have the powers set forth in 
chapter 1 1 1 , Laws of 1947. [ 1 963 ex.s. c 3 § 36.) 

Powers and studies set forth in chapter 210, Laws of 1973 1st ex.s.: 
"NEW SECTION. Section l. There is added to chapter 44.40 RCW 

a new section to !'ead as follows: 
The legislative transportation committee and/or the senate and 

house transportation and utilities committees is or are hereby author­
ized to consider the following subjects of study and such other related 
subjects as it or they deem appropriate, and report its or their findings 
and recommendations in connection therewith not later than the con­
vening of the 1975 regular legislative session: 

( 1 )  Establishing organizational and policy guidelines for the review 
of state-wide transportation needs, the interrelationship of all trans­
portation needs and the development and implementation of a state­
wide transportation plan; 

(2) A review of the energy crisis problem and its implication with 
respect to long range transportation planning, and utility planning re­
lated to transportation; 

(3) The relationship between the environment and transportation 
improvements including an analysis of land use patterns and the costs 
and benefits of environmental impact statements; 

(4) A reevaluation of priority programming criteria including the 
feasibility of adding short and long-term social, economic, and envi­
ronmental cost/benefit considerations. 

(5) Feasibility of integrating the Puget Sound reserve, capital con­
struction and ferry operations accounts into a single account or inte­
grating ferry system needs and funding with that of highways; 

(6) An analysis of alternative state funding methods with respect to 
providing for a balanced and adequate transportation system taking 
into consideration the direction of federal funding; 

(7) Development of a simplified fee structure for the highway safety 
fund or consolidation of said fund with the motor vehicle fund; 

(8) A review of the purposes, policies, procedures, and utilization of 
the highway equipment fund; 

(9) Analysis of alternative financing methods for railroad grade 
crossing protection; 

( 10) Develop methods for determining priorities among high acci­
dent locations including railroad grade crossings in cooperation with 
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the state highway commisswners, and utilities and transportation 
commissioners; 

( I I ) Develop a pilot project in planning, programming, and budg­
eting improvement through the development of an interagency traffic 
safety program in cooperation with transportation agencies and the 
office of program planning and fiscal management; 

( 12) The concept of a scenic and recreational highway system con­
sidering the provisions of section 8, chapter 195, Laws of 197 1 ex. 
sess. and senate bill 2539 ( 1973 legislative session); 

( 1 3) A continuing analysis of methods to recover for transportation 
purposes a portion of the increased land values resulting from trans­
portation improvements; 

( 14) A continuing analysis of the relationship between traffic patrol 
manpower levels and accidents on state highways and county roads; 

( I S) An evaluation of alternatives to court adjudication of traffic 
violations such that the quality and timeliness of both traffic and 
non traffic violation judgments may be improved and accelerated; 

( 16) A continuing review of traffic safety activities and state com­
pliance with federal standards, in general, and effective methods and 
procedures of implementing and operating a state-wide annual vehi­
cle safety and emission control inspection program; 

( 1 7) An investigation to determine a feasible and acceptable proce­
dure for mandatory physician reporting of diagnosed disabilities and 
conditions tending to create a threat or hazard to the individual 
and/or the motoring public if unrestricted licensing for motor vehicle 
operation is granted; 

( 1 8) A cost/benefit analysis relating to the acquisition, installation, 
and operation of on line video display terminals for high density 
courts which would permit direct and immediate driver record and 
status look-up capability via the department of motor vehicles driver 
records computer; 

( 19) Through stratified representative sampling procedures establish 
just and equitable customer service guidelines (i.e., time and travel 
distance) for the examination of license applicants and issuance of 
vehicle operators licenses; 

(20) Feasibility and desirability of establishing a separate assistant 
directorship for right of way activities in cooperation with the depart­
ment of highways; 

(2 1 )  Establish policies and guidelines for biennial highway commis­
sion review of highway, street and road sections with respect to 
whether such sections should be added to or deleted from the state 
highway system; 

(22) Review procedures now required to dispose of surplus real 
property and possible improvements in such procedures; 

(23) Comparison of compensation practices of the state patrol for 
commissioned personnel with those of other law enforcement 
agencies; 

(24) The desirability and feasibility of regulating signing adjacent to 
public highways taking into consideration the provisions of senate 
bills 2209 and 2434 and house bill 289 ( 1973 legislative session); 

(25) Analysis of highway conditions which may justify raising or 
lowering traffic speeds taking traffic safety and existing studies into 
consideration, and the feasibility of utilizing electronic variable speed 
control devices in heavy traffic corridors; 

(26) Review of traffic offense penal system, including attitudes and 
effectiveness; 

(27) Feasibility and desirability of installation of emergency public 
telephone service along public highways in cooperation with the state 
higbway.commission; 

(28) An evaluation of the need for additional regulation of the visi­
bility of bicycles for safety purposes; 

(29) A reevaluation of the functional classification criteria including 
the feasibility of classifying by function by assessment of percentages 
of each of the following types of trips: 

(a) home-t�r-work; 
(b) commodities movement (including farm to market); 
(c) defense, military, emergency; 
(d) recreation ; and a reevaluation of the criteria for selection of 

specific projects for priority of construction within each functional 
class; 

(30) Analysis of equity of aviation fuel excise tax provisions, par­
ticularly as they relate to third level air carriers and air travel clubs. 

(3 1 )  Alternative courses of action to reduce and control air pollu­
tion resulting from transportation sources, an �nalysi� of their rela

_
ti

_
ve 

effectiveness and cost, and assessment of therr relative acceptability 
by the public; 
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(32) Alternative courses of action to reduce and control noise pol­
lution resulting from transportation sources, an analysis o� their rela­
tive effectiveness and cost, and assessment of their relative 
acceptability by the public; 

(33) Desirability and feasibility of establishing a transportation re­
search center taking into consideration costs and benefits, such cen­
ters in other states, and state and federal funding sources; 

(34) An analysis of the transportation planning process used by cit­
ies and counties, including the effects of state requirements thereon, 
and the adequacy of local planning procedures in meeting the objec­
tives of state planning requirements; 

(35) A feasibility study of providing water transportation �or com­
muter foot passengers within the �e Was�gton-.�e Uruon ar� 
including the provision of appropnate termmal facilities and coordi­
nation with land transportation facilities; 

(36) Evaluation of state highway landscaping practices with respect 
to safety and beautification purposes. ( 1973 1 st ex.s. c 2 10  § l .) 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The legislative transportation committee 
and/or the senate and house transportation and utilities committees 
and the state highway commission may jointly consider the following 
proposed highway additions or improvements by undertaking a� 
propriate studies and surveys as may be necessary to evaluate theu 
merits, said studies to be completed prior to September l ,  1974: 

( I )  A realignment of state route 1 04  east of Interstate 5 generally 
along the Snohomish-King county line; 

(2) Traffic and safety improvements required on highways adjacent 
to ports of entry along the Canadian border as provided in Senate 
Resolution 1972-42; 

(3) Alternative corridors to proposed north-south Spokane freeway 
including social impact and cost/benefit analysis. [ 1973 lst ex.s. c 2 10 
§ 5.] 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. The department of motor vehicles in 
cooperation with the legislative transportation committee and/or the 
senate and house transportation and utilities committees is or are 
hereby directed to study the feasibility and desirability, both de­
partmental and public, of implementing a staggered vehicle licensing 
system. A report including reco�endations shall be made 

. 
to �e 

legislature not later than the converung of the 1 975 regular legiSlative 
session. ( 1973 l st ex.s. c 2 1 0  § 6.] 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. The legislative transportation committee 
or the standing transportation and utilities committees of the senate 
and house are hereby authorized to make available $20,000 or so 
much thereof as may be necessary to the western conference of the 
council of state governments. Such funds will be made available for 
use by its subcommittee on short haul air transportation only in the 
event that the subcommittee is continued by at least seven partici­
pating states and that it is evident that federal funds have been se­
cured through the department of transportation for continuation of 
the short haul air transportation study under the auspices of the 
western conference of the council of state governments. In the event 
that the said conference obtains sufficient state and federal funds for 
continuation of the short haul air transportation study, the state of 
Washington will be the administrator of the funds for the partici­
pating states according to the procedures prescribed by the office of 
the attorney general. 

There is hereby appropriated from the aeronautics account of the 
general fund the sum of $20,000 to carry out the provisions of this 
section. [ 1973 l st ex.s. c 2 10 § 7.] 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. The department of highways, in coop­
eratiOn with the legislative transportation committee and/or the 
senate and house transportation and utilities committees, is directed 
to communicate with all appropriate state agencies and other 
governmental officials concerning the development of a quad-city 
airport to serve the cities of Pullman and Oarkston, Washington, and 
Lewiston and Moscow, Idaho, and to determine the effect such 
development may have on the priority for construction of SR 1 93 
from Clarkston to Colton. [ 1973 l st ex.s. c 2 10 § 8.] 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. The legislative transportation committee 
and/or the senate and house transportation and utilities committees, 
in conjunction with the department of highways, are authorized to 
consult with the transportation agencies of the states, counties and 
cities affected, as well as the Columbia Region Association of 
Governments, and private transportation companies, with respect to 
the interstate transportation needs of the Vancouver/Portland area 
and alternative solutions thereto. The committee(s) are further au­
thorized to apply for and receive federal funding and support of said 
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study, and to negotiate with atrect�d governmental units to obt�in 
such matching �unds as may be requrred. [ 1 973 1st ex.s. c 2 1 0  § 9.} 

Reviser's note: For other powers, duties and studies contained in 
1973 1 st ex.s. c 210, see RCW 44.40.090-44.40. 1 10. 

Powers set forth in chapter 111, Laws of 1947: "Sec. 2. The com­
mittee is hereby authorized and directed �o ascertain, _st�dy and ana­
lyze all available facts and matters relatmg or pertammg_ t?: (a� A 
study of the policies relating to and the cost of the admmJstratJOn, 
operation, construction and maintenance of public highways and 
streets of the state, with recommendations for such changes as may be 
deemed necessary; 

(b) the need for and cost of bringing the highways and streets in the 
state to acceptable standards, the cost of maintaining them in such 
condition, the need and cost of expanding the highway and street 
systems of the state to meet the increasing demands for travel and the 
demands arising from the changing economic and industrial develop­
ment, and the determination of long-range programs to provide the 
needed construction; 

(c) the making of a study of motor vehicle taxation including the 
assignment of the total highway costs among property owners, general 
taxpayers and highway users; 

(d) the determination of the portion of highway and street opera­
tion and construction costs assignable to the various highway users 
and classes of users so that all vehicles and classes of vehicles shall 
bear their fair share of such costs; 

(e) the determination of the tax basis and rates to be exacted from 
each vehicle or user; 

(f) a determination of what roads should be included in the state 
highway system and what changes should be made in the existing 
system; 

(g) other studies of motor vehicle transport economics including but 
not limited to the inspection of motor vehicles to insure the safety of 
operation upon the highways, the control of loads and weights for the 
protection of the highway and street investments, and a study of such 
other factors and conditions as may appear necessary; 

(h) the revision of any and all laws bearing upon or relating to the 
subject of this resolution together with the committee's recommenda­
tions for appropriate legislation. [ 1947 c I l l  § 2.} 

Sec. 3. The committee is authorized to act during this session of the 
legislature, including any recess, and after final adjournment until the 
commencement of the next regular session. It shall file a final report 
not later than the 1 5th legislative day of the next regular session. The 
committee may prepare and submit a preliminary report to the legis­
lature at any extraordinary session which may be convened. [ 1 947 c 
I l l  § 3.} 

Sec. 4. The committee and its members shall have and exercise all 
of the rights, duties and powers conferred upon legislative committees 
and their members by the provisions of chapter 6, Laws of 1895 and 
chapter 33, Laws of 1 897 (sees. 8 1 78 through 8 1 94, Rem. Rev. Stat. ; 
sees. 722-1,  -3, -5, -7, -9, - 1 1 ,  -13, -15, -17, -19, -2 1 ,  -23, -25, -27, 
-29, -3 1, and -33, PPC) [chapter 44. 16  RCW] and shall have addi­
tional powers: (a) To select a chairman and vice-chairman from its 
membership; 

(b) to employ an executive secretary and such expert, clerical and 
other help as may be necessary to carry out its duties; 

(c) to cooperate with and secure the cooperation of county, city and 
other local law enforcement agencies in investigating any matter 
within the scope of this act and to direct the sheriff of any county to 
serve subpoenas, orders and other process issued by the committee; 

(d) to do any and all other things necessary or convenient to enable 
it fully and adequately to exercise its powers, perform its duties, and 
accomplish the objects and purposes of this act." [ 1 947 c I I I  § 4.] 

Reviser's uote: Successive study authorizations, not codified in 
RCW, are to be found in the various session laws subsequent to 1947, 
for example: 1 949 c 213 ;  195 1 c 269; 1953 c 254; 1 955 c 384; 1957 c 
1 72; 1 959 c 3 1 9; 1 96 1  ex.s. c 2 1 ;  1963 ex.s. c 3; 1965 ex.s. c 170; 1967 
ex.s. c 145; 1969 ex.s. c 281 ;  1970 ex.s. c 85; 1 97 1  ex.s. c 1 95 ;  and 
1973 l st ex.s. c 2 10. 

44.40.025 Study of funds related to state transporta­
tion programs. In addition to the powers and duties au­
thorized in RCW 44.40.020 the committee shall, in 
coordination with the legislative budget committee, as­
certain, study, and/or analyze all available facts and 

matters relating or pertaining to sources of revenue, ap­
propriations, expenditures, and financial condition of 
the motor vehicle fund and accounts thereof, the high­
way safety fund, and aU other funds related to trans­
portation programs of the state. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 195 § 2.] 

Severability--1971 ex.s. c 195: See note following RCW 
44.40.010. 

44.40.026 Study of alternative methods of financing 
cross-sound transportation facilities. The legislative 
transportation committee in cooperation with the 
Washington state highway commission is directed to 
study alternative methods of financing the construction, 
maintenance, and operation of cross-sound transporta­
tion facilities after July 1 ,  1 973, and report its recom­
mendations to the 1 973 legislature as to whether or not 
the additional one-eighth cent of the motor vehicle fuel 
taxes allocated by the provisions of RCW 82.36.020 to 
the Puget Sound reserve account and the excess in said 
account transferred to the Puget Sound capital con­
struction account for capital construction of ferries and 
terminal facilities may be restored to the motor vehicle 
fund to be used for state highway purposes. 

The 1 973 legislature, upon receiving the recommen­
dations of the legislative transportation committee shall 
reexamine the program for financing the construction of 
cross-sound transportation facilities. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 1 95 § 
1 8 ; 1970 ex.s. c 85 § 8.] 

Severability--1971 ex.s. c 195: See note following RCW 
44.40.010. 

44.40.030 Participation in activities of interstate 
agencies. In addition to the powers and duties hereto­
fore conferred upon it, the legislative transportation 
committee is further authorized and directed to partici­
pate in: ( l )  the activities of committees of the council of 
state governments concerned with transportation activi­
ties; (2) in activities of the national committee on uni­
form traffic laws and ordinances;  and (3) in any 
interstate reciprocity or proration meetings designated 
by the Washington reciprocity commission. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 
1 95 § 3 ;  1 963 ex.s. c 3 § 38.] 

Severability--1971 ex.s. c 195: See note following RCW 
44.40.010. 

44.40.040 Members' allowances--Procedure for 
payment of committee's expenses. The members of the 
legislative transportation committee shall receive allow­
ances as provided in RCW 44.04. 120. All expenses in­
curred by the committee, including salaries of 
employees, shall be paid upon voucher forms as pro­
vided by the office of program planning and fiscal 
management and signed by the chairman or vice chair­
man of the committee and attested by the secretary of 
the committee, and the authority of said chairman or 
vice chairman and secretary to sign vouchers shall con­
tinue until their successors are selected. Vouchers may 
be drawn upon funds appropriated for the expenses of 
the committee. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 1 95 § 4; 1 963 ex.s. c 3 § 39.] 

Severability--1971 ex.s. c 195: See note following RCW 
44.40.010. 
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44.40.050 Additional motor vehicle fees for support of 
committee activities. See RCW 46. 16.06 1 .  

44.40.060 Participation in development of data bank. 
The legislative transportation committee may cooperate 
and participate with the state land commission in the 
development of a data bank or alternative system for 
the assembling of information to carry out the provi­
sions of chapter 1 96, Laws of 197 1  first extraordinary 
session. [ 197 1  ex.s. c 196 § 19.] 

SeverabiUty-1971 ex.s. c 195: See note following RCW 
44.40 .010 . 

State land planning commission: Chapter 43. 120 R CW. 

44.40.070 State transportation agencies-Prepara­
tion of long range plans, comprehensive programs and fi­
nancial plans required. Prior to October 1 of each even­
numbered year all state agencies whose major programs 
consist of transportation activities, including the state 
highway commission, the toll bridge authority, the ur­
ban arterial board, the Washington state patrol, the de­
partment of motor vehicles, the traffic safety 
commission, the county road administration board, and 
the aeronautics commission, shall adopt or revise after 
consultation with the legislative transportation commit­
tee, and/or senate and house transportation and utilities 
committees, a long range plan of not less than six years 
and comprehensive six-year program and financial plan 
for all transportation activities under each agency's 
jurisdiction. 

The long range plan shall state the general objectives 
and needs of each agency's major transportation 
programs. 

The comprehensive six-year program and financial 
plan shall be prepared in consonance with the long 
range plan and shall identify that portion of the long 
range plan to be accomplished within the succeeding 
six-year period. [ 1973 1 st ex.s. c 20 1 § I .] 

44.40.080 State transportation agencies--Recom­
mended budget--Preparation and presentation-­
Contents. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
state transportation agencies shall prepare and present 
to the governor and to the legislature prior to its con­
vening a recommended budget for the ensuing bienni­
um. Th� biennial budget shall include details of 
expenditures, and performance and public service crite­
ria for the transportation programs and activities of 
each agency in consonance with said agency's adopted 
six-year comprehensive program and financial plan. 
[ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 201 § 2.] 

44.40.090 Delegation of powers and duties to senate 
and bouse transportation and utilities committees. Pow­
ers and duties enumerated by this chapter shall be del­
egated to the senate and house transportation and 
utilities committees during periods when the legislative 
transportation committee is not appointed. [ 1973 · 1 st 
ex.s. c 2 1 0  § 2.] 
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44.40.100 Contracts authorized. The legislative 
transportation committee and/or the senate and house 
transportation and utilities committees may enter into 
contracts on behalf of the state to carry out the pur­
poses of this 1973 act [ 1 973 1 st ex. sess. c 2 10]; and it or 
they may enter into contracts to receive federal or other 
fund grants or gifts. When federal or other funds are 
received, they shall be deposited with the state treasurer 
and thereafter expended only upon approval by the 
committee or committees. [ 1973 1 st ex.s. c 2 10  § 3.} 

44.40.1 10 Review and study of taxing structure for 
transportation programs and activities. The senate and 
house transportation and utilities committees are au­
thorized to undertake a review of the total taxing struc­
ture for transportation programs and activities 
including: 

( 1 )  Alternative methods of taxing fuels and establish­
ing license and road use fees; 

(2) And the equity of the taxing structure, includ�g 
but not limited to motor vehicle tonnage and exctse 
taxes, between various classes of vehicles and users. 

Said study shall be divided into two phases, a pre­
liminary phase for the purpose of specifically defining 
the scope and guidelines of the study, and the major 
study phase for the 'conduct of the detailed study work. 

The committees are authorized to employ a consul­
tant to conduct the study and cooperate with state and 
federal government agencies in the conduct of said 
study. 

The findings and recommendations of the study shall 
be submitted to the legislature prior to the convening of 
the 1975 regular legislative session. 

There is hereby appropriated from the motor vehicle 
fund the sum of five hundred thousand dollars or so 
much thereof as may be necessary to conduct the study. 
The committees are directed to seek federal participa­
tion and are authorized to receive federal funds for said 
purpose. [ 1973 1 st ex.s. c 2 1 0  § 4.) 
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Chapter 44.60 
LEGISLATIVE ETHICS 

Definitions. 
Boards of legislative ethics-Appointment of mem-

bers--Terms--Vacancies. 
Boards of legislative ethics--Jurisdiction. 
Affidavit to be filed by lay members. 
Meetings--Expense�orum. 
Powers, duties and functions of boards. 
Joint board, duties---Code of ethics. 
Legislative council to provide staff services. 
Discharge of legislative employees. 

44.60.010 Definitions. Definition of terms: 
( 1 )  "Legislator" means a current member of the sen­

ate or house of representatives of the s tate of 
Washington. The term shall include an appointee to ei­
ther house. 

(2) "Board" or "board of ethics'' means the senate 
board of legislative ethics or the house board of legisla­
tive ethics, created by this chapter, or the joint board, 
whichever is appropriate. 
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(3) "Unethical conduct" means any conduct which 
constitutes a violation of chapter 42.21 RCW, as now or 
hereafter amended, or of any other constitutional pro­
vision, statute, rule or joint rule prescribing standards of 
conduct or a code of ethics for legislators. 

(4) "Legislative employee" means any person em­
ployed by either house on a temporary or pert?an�nt 
basis as well as any employee of a permanent or mtenm 
legislative committee. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 1 50 § 1 .] 

Campaign reporting act: Chapter 29.83 RCW. 
Code of ethics for pubh"c officials: Chapter 42.21 RCW. 
Financial disclosure: Chapter 42. 1 7  RCW. 

44.60.020 Boards of legislative ethics--Appoint­
ment of members--Terms--Vacancies. There is cre­
ated within each house of the legislature a board of 
legislative ethics composed of eight members. Prior to 
the close of the present session of the legislature the re­
spective chairmen of the majority and minority senate 
caucuses shall each appoint two senators from their 
own caucus and in addition thereto shall each appoint 
two persons who are not active members of the legisla­
ture to serve as lay members of the senate board, and 
the eight members so selected shall constitute the senate 
board of ethics; and the respective chairmen of the ma­
jority and minority caucuses in the house of representa­
tives shall each appoint two members from their own 
caucus and in addition thereto shall each appoint two 
persons who are not active members of the legislature 
to serve as lay members of the house board, and the 
eight members so selected shall constitute the house 
board of .ethics. All such appointments of legislative 
and lay members shall be subject to the consent of the 
caucus wherein the appointment is made. The terms of 
legislative members shall be until they are no longer a 
member of the legislature or until their successors are 
appointed, whichever is sooner, and the terms of lay 
members shall be until their successors are appointed; 
and no member shall be removed during his term ex­
cept for cause. Successors to legislative and lay mem­
bers shall be appointed on the day on which the next 
succeeding regular session of the legislature shall ad­
journ sine die: Provided, That if prior to such adjourn­
ment sine die, the governor shall have proclaimed an 
extraordinary session of the legislature, the appoint­
ments shall not be made until the day on which such 
extraordinary session shall adjourn sine die. Legislative 
and lay members shall both be eligible for reappoint­
ment. Vacancies in the position of legislative or lay 
members shall be filled by the same appointing power 
and in the same manner as for the member vacating. 
[ 1 967 ex.s. c 1 50 § 2.] 

44.60.030 Boards of legislative ethics-Jurisdic­
tion. The jurisdiction of the respective boards of ethics 
created by this chapter shall be strictly limited to the 
consideration of the conduct of the members of its own 
house and the conduct of employees of its own house. 
[ 1 967 ex.s. c 1 50 § 3.] 

Reviser's note: The act which amended this section [ 1972 ex.s. c 82] 
was referred to and ratified by the people at the November 7, 1972, 
general election [Referendum Bill No. 24]. Section 50 of Initiative 

Measure No. 276 which was approved at the same election repealed 
1 972 ex.s. c 82 and Referendum Bill No. 24. See RCW 42. 1 7.940. 

44.60.040 Affidavit to be filed by Jay members. Each 
lay member appointed by the respective caucus chair­
men shall within thirty days after his appointment sign 
and file an affidavit with the secretary of the senate or 
the chief clerk of the house of representatives, whichev-: 
er is appropriate, that during his term of office he will 
not engage in any legislative activity designed to defeat 
or enhance the passage of any legislative bill or mea­
sure. Upon the failure of a lay member to sign and file 
an affidavit as required by this section, the chairman of 
the board to which he was appointed shall declare his 
seat vacant. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 1 50 § 4.] 

44.60.050 Meetings--Expenses---Quorum. The 
boards may meet as frequently as they deem necessary, 
whether or not the legislature is in session. For atten­
dance at meetings during the interim or in attending to 
other business of his board during the interim, each 
legislative member shall be entitled to the allowances 
provided for in RCW 44.04. 1 20, and each lay member 
shall be entitled to twenty-five dollars per diem and a 
travel allowance of ten cents per mile from funds ap­
propriated for that purpose. 

All expenses incurred by a board or any member 
thereof shall be paid upon voucher forms as provided 
by the budget director and signed by the chairman of 
the board or his designee: Provided, That vouchers for 
the expenses of the joint board shall be signed by the 
chairman of the legislative council and attested by the 
chairman of the joint board. 

A majority of a board shall constitute a quorum. 
[ 1 967 ex.s. c 1 50 § 5.] 

44.60.060 Powers, duties and functions of boards. 
Each board shall have the following powers, duties and 
functions:  

( I)  Upon the request of any member of its own house 
or whenever in a board's  judgment the public interest 
requires, to render advisory opinions with regard to 
questions arising under the code of legislative ethics or 
statutes governing legislative ethics or conduct, or other 
issues involving legislative ethics. Such advisory opin­
ions, with such deletions and changes as shall be neces­
sary to protect the identity of the persons involved or 
seeking them, shall be published by the board 
periodically. 

(2) Whenever in a board's judgment the public inter­
est requires, to investigate possible unethical conduct by 
one or more members of its own house or by a legisla­
tive employee of its own house as to violations of the 
code of legislative ethics or statutes governing legislative 
ethics. Any such investigation shall be conducted in ac­
cordance with the following procedures: 

(a) When the conduct of a particular legislator or 
legislative employee is under investigation, and a board 
decides to hold a hearing thereon, such legislator or 
legislative employee shall receive at least thirty days' 
written notice of the matters under investigation, and 
shall be entitled to present evidence, cross-examine 
witnesses and be represented by counsel. 

[litle 44---p 351 
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(b) Because hearings conducted by a board may, in 
some cases, involve alleged misconduct by particular 
legislators or legislative employees, the board shall hold 
hearings in closed session and the fact that hearings are 
being held or are to be held shall also be regarded as 
confidential information. However, any legislator or 
legislative employee who has received a notice of hear­
ing under the terms of subparagraph (a) above, may 
advise the board that he elects that such hearing be 
public and the board shall be bound by the election if 
such election was made in writing and formally pre­
sented to the chairman of the board not less than seven 
days prior to the date set for the hearing. 

(c) A board may designate a subcommittee of the 
board to conduct hearings. The board, or if designated 
thereby, any member or subcommittee of the board, 
may issue subpoenas for the attendance and testimony 
of witnesses and the production of documentary evi­
dence relating to any matter under examination by the 
board or involved in any hearing, administer oaths or 
affirmations, examine witnesses and receive evidence. In 
case of disobedience to a subpoena, the board may in­
voke the aid of any superior court of the state. Such 
court may, in case of refusal to obey a subpoena issued 
to such person, issue an order requiring such person to 
appear before the board, or to produce documentary 
evidence, or to give evidence, and any failure to obey 
such order may be punished by that court as contempt. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, every pub­
lic official, state agency, and local governmental unit 
shall furnish to the board any documents, records, data, 
statements or information which the board designates 
as being necessary for the exercise of its functions, 
powers or duties. 

(d) Members of a board shall disqualify themselves in 
any case involving a legislator or legislative employee 
whom they cannot judge impartially. 

(e) All testimony, documents, records, data, state­
ments or information received by a board in the course 
of any investigation shall be held private and confiden­
tial except in the course of a public hearing. If the 
board shall make a finding of unethical conduct, it shall 
transmit its findings and recommendations as provided 
in subsection (f) of this section. 

(f) Whenever a board finds that a legislator or legis­
lative employee has engaged in unethical conduct, the 
board shall report its findings and recommendations di­
rectly to its own house, or to such other officer or com­
mittee as may be provided in the rules of such house, 
for such action as may be appropriate. The report shall 
include a recommendation as to whether the findings 
should remain confidential or become a matter of pub­
lic record. A copy of the report shall be sent, by regis­
tered mail, to the legislator or legislative employee 
under investigation. The board shall notify the appro­
priate law enforcement agency directly if the board 
makes a finding that it has reasonable grounds to be­
lieve that a criminal violation of chapter 42.2 1 RCW or 
chapter 9. 1 8  RCW has occurred. 

(3) To provide a continuing program of education, 
assistance, and information to legislators with regard to 
legislative ethics. 

f11tle � 36)  

(4) To make such rules for its own functioning and 
exercise such powers as may be appropriate f<?r the d�s­
charge of the responsibilities of the board not m conflict 
with this chapter or the joint rules of the legislature. 
[ 1967 ex.s. c 1 50 § 7.] 

Bribery and grafting: Chapter 9. 18 RCW. 

Code of ethics for public officials: Chapter 42.21 RCW. 

44.60.070 Joint board, duties Code of ethics. The 
boards jointly shall : 

( I )  Prepare for the adoption by the forty-first legisla­
ture a code of ethics to govern the conduct of the 
members and employees thereof, and may from time to 
time present to the legislature amendments or revisions 
to the code. The code of ethics shall follow the follow­
ing principles: In private transactions, or activities in­
volving an economic benefit to himself, and in the 
exercise of official responsibility, a legislator should 
avoid (a) action which destroys his independence of 
judgment as a legislator, (b) involves undue influence 
upon any state agency, court, or gove

_
rnmen�al sub?�vi­

sion, or (c) constitutes an abuse of his offic1al position 
or a violation of his trust. 

The code, and each revision or amendment thereto, 
shall be prepared in the form of joint rules of the senate 
and the house of representatives and shall be submitted 
in the form of a concurrent resolution at the com­
mencement of the forty-first session of the legislature, 
and any revision or amendment thereto shall be sub­
mitted at the next session of the legislature following its 
preparation. Such code, or revision or amendment 
thereof, when adopted, shall become effective as stand­
ards of conduct for the members and employees of the 
legislature. 

For the purpose of complying with the provisions of 
this section, the joint board shall select a chairman who 
may be either a legislator member or a lay member, a 
vice chairman and a secretary; and meetings of the 
joint board shall be called by the chairman when 
deemed necessary for the performance of the duties of 
the joint board. 

The code submitted to the legislature for adoption 
shall be approved by a majority of the members of the 
joint board. 

(2) To recommend other legislation and other action 
relating to legislative ethics. 

(3) Investigate possible unethical conduct of employ­
ees of legislative interim committees in the same man­
ner as hereafter specified for employees of one house. 
[ 1 967 ex.s. c 1 50 § 6.) 

44.60.080 Legislative council to provide staff services. 
The legislative council shall provide necessary staff 
services to the board. [ 1967 ex.s. c 1 50 § 8.] 

44.60.090 Discharge of legislative employees. Noth­
ing contained in this chapter shall prevent the discharge 
of any legislative employee without recourse to the pro­
visions hereof. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 1 50 § 9.] 
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dents-Premiums, governmental contributions authorized: RCW 
41.04. 180, 41.04. 190. 

Township organization: State Constitution Art. I I  § 4. 

Chapter 45.04 
VOTE ON TOWNSHIP ORGANIZATION 

Sections 
45.04.010 
45.04.020 

45.04.030 

Petition for township organization. 
County commissioners to examine petition and order 

vote at election on township organization. 
Ballots. 

45.04.010 Petition for township organization. When 
at least thirty days before a general election one hun­
dred or more qualified electors of any county in this 
state present a petition in writing, signed by them, to 
the board of county commissioners of their county, 
asking that the question of township organization in 
said county be submitted to a vote of the people at the 
next general election, it shall be the duty of said com­
missioners to submit the question of adopting township 
organization in said county to the vote of the electors 
thereof at the first general election held after such peti­
tion is presented to said board of commissioners. [ 1 895 
c 1 75 § I ; RRS § 1 1 360.] 

45.04.020 County commissioners to examine petition 
and order vote at election on township organization. 
Upon such petition being filed with the clerk of the 
board of county commissioners, it shall be the duty of 
said board to examine said petition, and if they find 
that it has been signed by the requisite number of elec­
tors of said county, said board shall, by an order to be 
entered on their minutes, direct that the question Qf 
adopting township organization shall be submitted to 
the voters of said county at the next general election; 
said order shall direct that after the names of the can­
didates for office to be voted for at the next general 
election, and after any question directed by the state to 
be voted on, there shall be printed on the ballots the 
words " For township organization",  and "Against 
township organization". [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 2; RRS § 1 1 36 1 .] 

45.04.030 Ballots. The clerk of the board of county 
commissioners shall, on preparing the ballots for the 
general election to be held next after the said petition 
has been so presented, have the words "For township 
organization", and "Against township organization" 
printed on said ballots as above directed. At said elec­
tion the votes on said question shall be returned by the 
judges and clerks of election, and shall be canvassed 
along with the rest of the election returns. [ 1 895 c 1 7  5 § 
3 ;  RRS § 1 1 362.] 

Chapter 45.08 
DIVISION OF COUNTY INTO TOWNSHIPS 

Sections 
45.08.010 
45.08.020 
45.08.060 
45.08.070 

45.08.080 
45.08.090 

Division, how made. 
Dividing towns. 
Towns to be named. 
County auditor to send abstract of report to state 

auditor. 
Proceedings when two towns have the same name. 
Boundaries of town to remain as first established. 

45.08.010 Division, bow made. Should the majority 
of the votes cast at such general election be in favor of 
township organization, it shall be the duty of the board 
of county commissioners, at their next meeting after 
such election, or as soon thereafter as practicable, to 
divide all the surveyed portion of the county, outside of 
incorporated cities, towns and villages, into organized 
townships. In making such division the county commis­
sioners shall see that each organized township has at 
least twenty-five inhabitants who are legal voters, and 
they shall pay due regard to the lines of congressional 
townships, but wherever it shall be most convenient for 
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45.08.01 0 Title 45: Townships 

the inhabitants of two or more congressional townships, 
or portions thereof adjoining each other, that they 
should be formed into one organized township, the 
county commissioners may organize a township out of 
such adjacent congressional townships or portions 
thereof, and a congressional township may be divided 
among two or more organized townships. Thereafter, 
when any township has been surveyed, it shall either be 
organized into a township or be attached to another 
township or townships. When any unsurveyed tract of 
land in a county has a suffi.cient number of inhabitants 
who are legal voters to be organized into a township, 
the board of county commissioners may organize such 
tract into a township, or any unsurveyed tract may be 
annexed to an adjoining township. Said board shall fix 
and determine the boundaries of each of such town­
ships, and shall name the same; and said board shall 
make a full report of all their proceedings in relation to 
laying out said towns, and shall have said report en­
tered in full upon their minutes. [ 1 927 c 74 § I ;  1 895 c 
1 75 § 4; RRS § 1 1 363.] 

Reviser's note: Caption for 1895 c 175 § 4 reads: "Division of 
counties into townships by county commissioners." 

Registration: Chapter 29.07 RCW. 

45.08.020 Dividing towns. When rivers or lakes or 
mountains so divide a township as to make it inconve­
nient to do town business, the said commissioners may 
dispose of any fraction so formed by annexing the same 
to an adjoining township in the same county, if it shall 
seem to them proper, whenever petitioned to do so by 
not less than two-thirds of the legal voters residing in 
such fraction, and the fact that such petition is signed 
by two-thirds of such voters may be proved by the affi­
davit of any legal voter residing in such fraction and 
having knowledge of the fact ;  and any township having 
two or more villages, each containing two hundred or 
more inhabitants, may petition the county commission­
ers for a division. When the county commissioners are 
so petitioned, they may, if they think the interest of 
such town will be subserved thereby, proceed to divide 
such townships in such manner as will best suit the in­
habitants thereof: Provided, however, That at least 
twenty days' notice shall first be given by the county 
commissioners to the chairman of the board of supervi­
sors of each township affected by the change before ac­
tion is taken thereon : Provided further, That nothing 
herein contained shall be construed to release any 
property in or belonging to that part of any township so 
detached from any tax levied or assessed prior to such 
division being made: Provided, That part of any town 
annexed to any other town, and any village or city sep­
arated from any town under the provisions of this act 
shall not be released from or in any way discharged 
from the payment of any bonded or other indebtedness 
that may exist against the town from which separation 
has been made. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 5 ;  RRS § 1 1 364. Former­
ly RCW 45.08.020, 45 .08.030, 45.08.()40 and 45.08.050.] 

Reviser's note: "this act", 1895 c 1 75 is codified in chapters 45.04, 
45.08, 45. 1 2, 45. 1 6, 45.20, 45.24 RCW, RCW 45.28.010, 45.28.040 
through 45.28. 100, 45.32.010 through 45.32.080, chapters 45.36, 45.40, 
45.44, 45.48, 45.52 RCW, RCW 45.56.0 10, 45.56.040, 45.56.060 
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through 45.56.080, chapters 45.64 and 45.68 RCW, RCW 45.72.010 
through 45.72.030 and 45.72.070. 

45.08.060 Towns to be named. Towns thus formed 
shall be named by the county commissioners in accord­
ance with the expressed wish of a majority of the legal 
voters resident therein; but if they fail to so designate 
the name, the county commissioners may select a name. 
[ 1 895 c 1 75 § 6; RRS § 1 1 365.] 

45.08.070 County auditor to send abstract of report 
to state auditor. Each county auditor shall, within thirty 
days after such town is organized, transmit by mail to 
the auditor of state an abstract of such report, giving 
the bounds of each town, and the name designated; and 
said county auditor shall record, in a book for that 
purpose, a full description of each town. [ 1 895 c 175 § 
7; RRS § 1 1 366.] 

45.08.080 Proceedings when two towns have the same 
name. If the auditor of state, on comparing the ab­
stracts of the reports from the several counties, finds 
that any two or more townships have the same name, 
he shall transmit to the auditor of the proper county the 
name of the town to be altered; and the board of com­
missioners shall, at their next meeting thereafter, adopt 
for such town some name different from those hereto­
fore named, so that no two towns organized under this 
chapter shall have the same name; and when such 
name is adopted, the auditor of the county shall inform 
the state auditor as before directed. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 8; 
RRS § 1 1 367.] 

Reviser's note: "this chapter" appears in the session law ( 1895 c 
175) which was divided by Roman numbered subtitles into twenty­
one subdivisions. The above section appears in subdivision "II­
DIVISION OF COUNTIES INTO TOWNSIDPS" which contains sections 4 
through 9 of the 1895 act, codified herein as RCW 45.08.010, 45.08-
.020 and 45.08.060 through 45.08.090. 

45.08.090 Boundaries of town to remain as first es­
tablished. The limits and boundary lines of every orga­
nized township shall remain as first established, until 
otherwise provided by the board of county commis­
sioners under the authority of law. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 9; 
RRS § 1 1 368.] 

Chapter 45.12 
TOWN MEETINGS--POWERS OF TOWNS 

Sections 
45. 1 2.010 
45. 12.020 
45. 12.021 

45. 12.030 
45. 12.040 
45. 12.050 
45. 12.060 
45. 12.070 
45. 12.080 
45. 12.090 
45. 1 2.100 
45. 12. 1 10 
45. 12. 1 20 
45. 12 . 130 
45. 12.140 
45. 12. 1 50 

Place and time of holding first town meeting. 
Powers of towns. 
Joint acquisition, operation and maintenance of public 

cemeteries. 
Limitation of powers. 
Proceedings to be in name of town. 
Bylaws, when to take effect. 
Electors-Eligibility to office. 
Annual town meetings. 
What officers to be elected at town meeting. 
Supervisors to be fence viewers. 
Powers of electors at town meetings. 
Special town meetings. 
Notice of special town meeting. 
Contents of notice. 
Town meeting, how organized. 
Business, how transacted. 
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45. 12. 160 
45. 12 . 170 
45. 12. 1 80 
45. 12. 190 
45. 12.200 
45. 12.210 
45. 12.220 
45. 12.230 
45. 1 2.240 

Challenges, how regulated. 
Proclamation. 
Officers, how elected. 
Names voted on to be on one ballot. 
Method of voting. 
Manner of conducting canvass. 
Result of canvass to be read to meeting. 
Minutes of town meeting to be filed. 
Persons elected to be notified. 

45.12.010 Place and time of holding first town meet­
ing. At the time of dividing any county into organized 
townships the county commissioners shall make out 
notices designating a suitable place for holding the first 
town meeting in each town, which shall be holden on 
the second Tuesday in January following the election at 
which township organization was adopted by vote of 
the county, and the auditor shall deliver such notice to 
the sheriff of the county, who shall cause the same to be 
posted in each township not less than ten days before 
the day set for such town meeting. [ 1923 c 1 3  § I ;  1 895 
c 175 § 10; RRS § 1 1 369.] 

45.12.020 Powers of towns. Each town is a body 
corporate, and has capacity: 

( I)  To sue and be sued. 
(2) To purchase, or receive by gift or otherwise, and 

hold lands within or without its own limits for the use 
of its inhabitants, subject to the power of the legislature. 

(3) To make contracts, purchase, and hold such per­
sonal property as may be necessary for the exercise of 
it� corporate or administrative powers, and convey and 
dtspose of the same. 

. 
(4) To make such orders for the disposition, regula­

tiOn or use of its corporate property as may be deemed 
conducive to the interest of its own inhabitants. 

(5) To acquire property jointly with adjacent towns to 
use for the operation of a garbage disposal dump, and 
to mutually contribute to the cost of operating said 
garbage disposal dump in such amounts as shall be de­
termined by the electors at the annual town meeting. 
[ 1953 c 1 67 § 1 ;  1909 c 47 § 1 ;  1 895 c 175 § 1 1 ;  RRS § 
1 1 370.] 

45.12.021 Joint acquisition, operation and mainte­
nance of public cemeteries. Two or more townships may 
agree, �ontract or �o�b�ne for the purpose of acquiring, 
op�ratmg and mamtammg a public cemetery or ceme­
tenes, and may enter into any necessary negotiations, 
contracts or agreements with the state or any political 
subdivision thereof, the federal government or any 
agency thereof, or any private individual, corporation, 
partnership or u�incorporate� association for the joint 
purchase, operation and mamtenance of such public 
cemetery or cemeteries. [ 1965 c 1 19 § 1 .] 

45.12.030 . Limitation of powers. No town shall pos­
sess or exerctse any corporate powers except such as are 
enumerated in this chapter or are especially given by 
law or necessary to the exercise of the powers so enu­
merated or granted. [ 1 895 c 175 § 12 ;  RRS § 1 1 37 1 .] 

Reviser's note: "this chapter" appears in the session Jaw ( 1 895 c 
175) whi�h

. �
as divided by Roman numbered subtitles into twenty­

one subdJvlsJOns. The above section appears in subdivision "III-

ToWN MEETINGS, PoWERS OF ToWNs" which contains sections 10  
through 33 of the 1 895 act, codified herein as  chapter 45. 1 2  RCW. 

45.12.040 Proceedings to be in name of town. All 
acts or proceedings by or against a town in its corporate 
capacity shall be in the name of such town; but every 
conveyance of land within the limits of such town, 
made in any manner for the use or benefit of its inhab­
itants, has the same effect as if made to the town by 
name. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 13 ;  RRS § 1 1 372.] 

Actions, in wha t  name brought: RCW 45.64.020. 

45.12.050 Bylaws, when to take effect. No bylaw 
made by any town shall take effect before the same is 
published by posting up copies thereof in three of the 
most public places in the town; and such bylaws duly 
made and so published are binding upon all persons 
com_ing �ithin the limits of the town, as well as upon 
the mhabttants thereof, and shall remain in force until 
altered or repealed at some subsequent town meeting. 
[ 1 895 c 1 75 § 14; RRS § 1 1 373.] 

45. 1 2.060 Electors--Eligibility to office. Every 
person possessing the qualifications of an elector in any 
town is entitled to vote at any town meeting, and is eli­
gible to any town office. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 1 5 ;  RRS § 
1 1 374.] 

Reviser's note: Caption for 1895 c 1 75 § 15 reads: "Who are elec­
tors at town meeting." 

Registration: Chapter 29.07 RCW. 

45.12.070 Annual town meetings. The citizens of the 
several towns of this state qualified to vote at town 
meetings shall annually assemble and hold town meet­
ings in their several towns on the second Tuesday in 
January, at such place in each town as the electors 
thereof, at their annual town meetings from time to 
�ime appoint, and notice of the time and place of hold­
mg such meeting shall be given by the town clerk by 
posting up written or printed notices in three of the 
most_ public _places in said town, at least ten days prior 
to sa1d meetmg. Every town meeting shall be held at the 
same place as the last preceding town meeting was held, 
unless the 

_
Place of meeting be changed by vote of the 

town meetmg or of the board of supervisors : Provided, 
!hat

_
before any change of place of holding town meet­

mgs ts made by the board of supervisors, notice of such 
contemplated change may be given by any member of 
the town_ board to t�e town �lerk, who shall, in his reg­
ularly prmted or wntten notices as provided herein, in­
corporate the notice of the change of place at which 
said town meeting is to be held. [ 1 923 c 13 § 2; 1 895 c 
175 § 16 ;  RRS § 1 1 375.] 

Supervisors to make report of guideposts: RCW 45.68.020. 

45.12.080 What officers to be elected at town meet­
!ng. There shall be elected at the annual town meeting 
m each town, one supervisor and there shall be elected 
at the annual town meeting in the odd-numbered years 
one town clerk, one treasurer, one assessor, one justice 
of the peace and one constable to hold office for the 
term of two years and until their successors are elected 
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and qualified: Provided, That at the first annual town 
meeting of every town hereafter organized there shall be 
elected three supervisors, one to hold office for the term 
of one year, one to hold office for the term of two years 
and one to hold office for the term of three years. The 
board of supervisors shall have power to employ and 
appoint and to fix the salary of an overseer of highways 
for said town or an overseer of highways for each road 
district in said town. Said overseer or overseers may or 
may not be a resident of said town or road district. 
[ 1 923 c 13 § 3 ;  1 9 1 5  c 90 § 1 ;  1 909 c 47 § 2; 1 895 c 175 
§ 1 7; RRS § 1 1 376.} 

Reviser's note: ''overseer of highways", see note (I)  following RCW 
45.24.0 10. 
Office of township assessor abolished: Chapter 45.54 RCW. 
Officers, how eJected: RCW 45. 12. 180. 

45.12.090 Supervisors to be fence viewers. The su­
pervisors elected in every town are, by virtue of their 
office, fence viewers of such town. [ 1 959 c 1 6  § 5. Prior: 
1895 c 1 75 § 1 8 ;  RRS § 1 1377.} 

45.12.100 Powers of electors at town meetings. The 
electors of each town shall have power, at their annual 
town meeting: 

( 1 )  To determine the number of poundmasters, and 
location of pounds. 

(2) To select such town officers as are required to be 
chosen. 

(3) To direct the institution or defense of actions in 
all controversies where the town is interested. 

(4) To direct such sums to be raised in the town for 
prosecuting or defending such actions as they may 
deem necessary. 

(5) To make all rules and regulations for ascertaining 
the sufficiency of fences in the town and for impound­
ing animals. 

(6) To determine the time and manner in which cer­
tain domestic animals, including dogs, may be permit­
ted to go at large. 

(7) To impose such penalties on persons offending 
against any rules and regulations established by the 
town, except such as relate to the keeping and main­
taining of fences, as they think proper not exceeding ten 
dollars for each offense, unless herein otherwise 
provided. 

(8) To apply such penalties, when collected, in such 
manner as they may deem conducive to the interests of 
the town. 

(9) To vote to raise such sums of money as they deem 
necessary for the purchase, repair, maintenance, and 
operation of snow plows or snow removing equipment, 
appliances for the prevention of highway dust or debris, 
and highway lighting, all in cooperation with the state 
and county authorities: Provided, The board of county 
commissioners of any county wherein township taxing 
power is abolished under the provisions of this chapter 
shall annually budget and levy under chapter 36.82 
RCW such additional amounts as necessary to maintain 
street lighting facilities now provided by townships if no 
other sufficient financial provision has been made for 
that purpose at the conclusion of the final hearing on 
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the county's annual road fund budget. Such amount 
shall be limited to the dollar amount budgeted by the 
townships in the year 1967 for such street lighting and 
shall be subject to the same limitations applicable to 
township levies prior to August 1 1 , 1 969. The county 
shall thereafter maintain such street lighting facilities 
either as a part of its road fund program or by contract, 
during the next ensuing year. 

( 1 0) To instruct by vote the board to purchase 
grounds for a town cemetery; to limit the price to be 
paid therefor, to raise a special assessment for payment 
thereon and to establish rules for the care and manage­
ment thereof. 

( 1 1 )  To make such bylaws and regulations as may be 
deemed conducive to the peace, good order and welfare 
of the town; to license, tax, regulate and control dogs, 
hawkers, peddlers, auctioneers, shows, theatricals, cir­
cuses, lawful games, merry-go-rounds, ferris wheels, or 
other amusement devices or places of amusement. 

( 12) To create a river improvement fund from reve­
nues available for that purpose other than ad valorem 
taxes. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 243 § 4; 1959 c 1 6  § 2 ;  1953 c 165 § 
l .  Prior : (i) 1927 c 269 § 1 ;  1 923 c 1 3  § 4; 1 9 1 9  c 108 § 
2 ;  1 9 1 3  c 142 § 1 ;  1 9 1 1 c 34 § 1 ,  part; 1 909 c 47 § 3; 
1 895 c 1 75 § 19; RRS § 1 1 378. (ii) 1945 c 1 48 § 3 ;  1941  
c 226 § 1 ,  part; Rem. Supp. 1 945 § 1 1449-1 ,  part.} 

Severability-1969 ex.s. c 243: See note following RCW 
45.82.010. 
Public places for posting notices: RCW 45. 72.010. 
Town taxes and charges: Chapter 45.56 RCW. 
What officers to be eJected at town meeting: RCW 45. 12.080. 

45.12 .1 10 Special town meetings. Special town 
meetings may be held for the purpose of transacting 
any lawful business whenever the supervisors, town 
clerk and justice of the peace, or any two of them, to­
gether with at least twelve other freeholders of the town, 
tile in the office of the town clerk a written statement 
that a special meeting is necessary for the interest of the 
town. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 20; RRS § 1 1 379.] 

45.12.120 Notice of special town meeting. Every 
town clerk with whom such statement is filed, as re­
quired in RCW 45. 12. 1 10, shall record the same and 
immediately cause notice to be posted up in five of the 
most public places in the town, giving at least ten days' 
notice of such special meeting; and if there is a news­
paper published in said town he shall cause a copy of 
said notice to be published therein at least three days 
before the time appointed for such meeting. [ 1 895 c 1 75 
§ 2 1 ;  RRS § 1 1 380.] 

45.12.130 Contents of notice. Every notice given for 
a special town meeting shall specify the purpose for 
which it is to be held, and no other business shall be 
transacted at such meeting than such as is specified in 
such notice. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 22; RRS § 1 1 38 1 .] 

45.12.140 Town meeting, how organized. The elec­
tors present at any time between nine and ten o'clock in 
the forenoon of the day of the annual town meeting, or 
special town meeting, shall be called to order by the 
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town clerk, if there is one present; in case there is none 
present, then the voters may elect, by acclamation, one 
of their number chairman. They shall then proceed to 
choose one of their number to preside as moderator of 
such meeting. The town clerk last before elected shall 
be clerk of the meeting, and keep full minutes of its 
proceedings, in which he shall enter at length every or­
der or direction, and all rules and regulations made by 
the meeting. If the town clerk is absent, then such per­
son as is elected for that purpose shall act as clerk of 
the meeting. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 23 ; RRS § 1 1 382.] 

45.12.150 Business, how transacted. At the opening 
of every town meeting, the moderator shall state the 
business to be transacted and the order in which it shall 
be entertained, and no proposition to vote a tax shall be 
acted on out of the order of business as stated by the 
moderator; and no proposition to reconsider any vote 
shall be entertained at any town meeting, unless such 
proposition to reconsider is made within one hour from 
the time such vote was passed or the motion for such 
reconsideration is sustained by a number of voters 
equal to a majority of all the names entered upon the 
poll list at such election up to the time such motion is 
made; and all questions upon motions made at town 
meetings shall be determined by a majority of the elec­
tors voting, and the moderator shall ascertain and de­
clare the result of the votes on each question. [ 1 895 c 
175 § 24; RRS § 1 1383.] 

45.12.160 Challenges, how regulated. If any person 
offering to vote at any election or upon any question 
arising at such town meeting is challenged as unquali­
fied, the judges of the town meeting shall proceed 
thereupon in like manner as the judges at the general 
election are required to proceed, adapting the oath to 
the circumstances of the town meeting. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 
25; RRS § 1 1384.] 

45.12.170 Proclamation. Before the electors proceed 
to elect any town officer, proclamation shall be made of 
the opening of the polls by the moderator, and procla­
mation shall, in like manner, be made of the adjourn­
ment, and the opening and closing of the polls, until the 
election is ended. [ 1 895 c 175 § 26; RRS § 1 1385.] 

45.12.180 Officers, how elected. The supervisors, 
treasurer, town clerk, assessor, justices of the peace and 
constables in each township shall be elected by ballot. 
All other officers, if not otherwise provided by law, shall 
be chosen either by yeas or nays or by a division, as the 
electors determine. [ 1 895 c 175 § 27; RRS § 1 1 386.] 

Office of township assessor abolished: Chapter 45.54 RCW. 
What officers to be elected at town meeting: RCW 45.12.080. 

45.12.190 Names voted on to be on one ballot. When 
the electors vote by ballot, all the officers voted for shall 
be named in one ballot, which shall contain, written or 
printed, or partly written and partly printed, the names 
of the persons voted for and the offices to which such 
persons are intended to be chosen. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 28; 
RRS § 1 1387.] 

45.12.200 Method of voting. When the election is by 
ballot, the elector voting shall fold his ballot so that the 
names voted for cannot be seen, and hand the ballot to 
one of the judges of election, who shall, without open­
ing the same or permitting the same to be opened or 
examined, deposit the ballot in the ballot box, and shall 
announce the name of the elector in an audible voice. 
The clerk of the town meeting shall then enter on a poll 
list to be kept by him the name of the person voting. 
[ 1 895 c 1 75 § 29; RRS § 1 1 388.] 

Reviser's note: Caption for 1895 c 175 § 28 reads: "Judge to deposit 
ballot in box-Poll list to be kept." 

45. 12.210 Manner of conducting canvass. At the 
close of every election by ballot the judges shall pro­
ceed publicly to canvass the votes, which canvass, when 
commenced, shall continue without adjournment or in­
terruption until the same is completed. The canvass 
shall be conducted by taking a ballot at a time from the 
ballot box and counting until the number of ballots is 
equal to the number of names on the poll list; and if 
there are any left in the box they shall be immediately 
destroyed; and the person having the greatest number 
of votes for any office shall be declared duly elected: 
Provided, That if two or more persons have an equal 
and the highest number of votes for any office the 
judges of election shall at once publicly, by lot, deter­
mine who of such persons shall be declared elected. If, 
on opening the ballots, two or more ballots are found to 
be so folded that it is apparent that the same person 
voted them, the board shall destroy such votes immedi­
ately. [ 1 895 c 175 § 30; RRS § 1 1389.] 

45.12.220 Result of canvass to be read to meeting. 
The canvass being completed, a statement of the result 
shall be entered at length by the clerk of the meeting in 
the minutes of its proceedings, to be kept by him as be­
fore required, which shall be publicly read by him to 
the meeting; and such reading shall be deemed notice 
of the result of the election to every person whose name 
is entered on the poll list as a voter. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 3 1 ;  
RRS § 1 1 390.] 

45.12.230 Minutes of town meeting to be filed. The 
minutes of the proceedings of every town meeting, sub­
scribed by the clerk of said meeting and by the judges, 
shall be filed in the office of the town clerk within two 
days after such town meeting. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 32; RRS § 
1 139 1 .] 

45.12.240 Persons elected to be notified. The clerk of 
every town meeting, within ten days thereafter, shall 
transmit to each person elected to any town office 
whose name is not entered on the poll list as a voter 
notice of his election. [ 1 895 c 175 § 33;  RRS § 1 1 392.] 

Chapter 45.16 
QUALIFICATIONS OF TOWN OFFICERS 

Sections 
45. 1 6.010 
45.16.020 
45. 16.030 

Officers to take oath. 
Certificate of oath to be filed. 

Effect of not filing oath or bond. 
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45. 1 6.035 

45. 16.040 
45. 1 6.060 
45. 16.070 
45. 16.080 
45. 1 6.090 
45. 1 6. 1 00  
45. 1 6. 1 10 

45. 16 . 120 

Effect of not filing oath or bond-Treasurer, constable 
or overseer. 

Overseers and poundmasters to file acceptance of office. 
Treasurer to give bond. 
Bond, when approved, to be filed. 
Constable to take oath and give bond. 
Justices to take oath and give bond. 
Penalty for entering on duties before taking oath. 
Town officers must not be interested in contracts with 

towns. 
Terms of office. 

Public offlcials--ODicial bonds: Chapter 42.08 RCW 

45.16.010 Officers to take oath. Every person elected 
or appointed to the office of supervisor, town clerk, as­
sessor, treasurer or constable, within two weeks after he 
is notified of his election or appointment, shall take and 
subscribe before the town clerk or justice of the peace 
an oath to support the Constitution of the United States 
and of the state of Washington, and faithfully to dis­
charge the duties of his office (naming the same) to the 
best of his ability. Such oath shall be administered 
without fee and certified by the officer before whom it 
was taken, with the date of taking the same. [ 1 895 c 1 75 
§ 34; RRS § 1 1 393. }  

Office of township assessor abolished: Chapter 45.54 RCW. 

45, 16.020 Certificate of oath to be filed. The person 
taking such oath shall immediately, and before entering 
upon the duties of his office, file the certificate of such 
oath in the office of the town clerk. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 35 ; 
RRS § I 1 394.1 

45. 16.030 Effect of not filing oath or bond. If any 
person elected or appointed to any town office, of 
whom an oath or bond is required, neglects to file the 
same within the time prescribed by law, such neglect 
shall be deemed a refusal to serve in such office. [ 1 895 c 
1 75 § 36; RRS § 1 1 395.] 

Penalty for entering on duties before taking oath: RCW 45. 16. 100. 

45.16.035 Effect of not filing oath or bond--Trea­
surer, constable or overseer. If any person elected or 
appointed to the office of treasurer, constable or over­
seer of highways does not give such bond and take such 
oath as is required above, within the time limited for 
that purpose, such neglect shall be deemed a refusal to 
serve. [ 1 9 1 3  c 142 § 4; 1 895 c 1 75 § 42; RRS § 1 1401 .] 

Reviser's note: (1) Caption for 1895 c 175 § 42 reads: "Effect of 
neglect to give bond." 

(2) "overseer of highways", see note (I) following RCW 45.24.01 0. 
Penalty for entering on duties before taking oath: RCW 45. 16. 100. 

45. 16.040 Overseers and poundmasters to file accept­
ance of office. Every person elected or appointed to the 
office of overseer of highways or poundmaster, before 
he enters on the duties of his office, and within two 
weeks after he is notified of his election or appointment, 
shall file in the office of the town clerk a notice signify­
ing his acceptance of such office. A neglect to file such 
notice shall be deemed a refusal to serve. Every person 
elected or appointed to the office of overseer of high­
ways, before he enters upon the duties of his office, and 
within two weeks after he is notified of his election or 
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appointment shall take and subscribe before the town 
clerk or justice of the peace an oath to support the 
Constitution of the United States and of the state of 
Washington, and faithfully to discharge the duties of his 
office to the best of his ability. Such overseer of high­
ways shall also execute and deliver to the supervisors of 
the town and their successors in office a bond, with one 
or more sureties, to be approved by the board of super­
visors, in an amount determined by said board, condi­
tioned for the faithful discharge of his duties. [ 1 913  c 
142 § 2; 1 895 c 1 75 § 37; RRS § 1 1 396. Formerly RCW 
45. 16.040 and 45. 1 6.050.] 

Reviser's note: "overseer of highways", see note ( I)  following RCW 
45.24.01 0. 

45.16.060 Treasurer to give bond. Every person ap­
pointed or elected to the office of treasurer, before he 
enters upon the duties of his office, shall execute and 
deliver to the supervisors of the town and their succes­
sors in office, a bond, with one or more sureties, to be 
approved by the board of supervisors, in double the 
probable amount of money to be in his hands at any 
one time, which amount shall be determined by said 
board, conditioned for the faithful execution of his du­
ties as such treasurer. [ 1 9 1 3  c 142 § 3 ;  1 895 c l75 § 38; 
RRS § 1 1 397.) 

45. 1 6.070 Bond, when approved, to be filed. The said 
chairman shall, within six days thereafter, file such 
bond, with said approval indorsed thereon, in the office 
of the county clerk, who shall record the same in a 
book provided for that purpose. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 39; RRS 
§ 1 1 398.] 

45.16.080 Constable to take oath and give bond. Ev­
ery person chosen to the office of constable, before he 
enters upon the duties of his office, and within two 
weeks after he is notified of his election or appointment, 
shall take and subscribe the oath of office prescribed by 
law and execute a bond to the state of Washington in 
such penal sum as the supervisors direct, with one or 
more sufficient sureties, to be approved by the chairman 
of said board or the town clerk, conditioned for the 
faithful discharge of his duties. The chairman of said 
board or the town clerk shall, if such bond is approved, 
indorse his approval thereon and cause such bond to be 
tiled with the town clerk for the benefit of any person 
aggrieved by acts or omission of said constable; and 
any person so aggrieved, or the town, may maintain an 
action on said bond against said constable and sureties. 
[ 1 895 c 1 75 § 40; RRS § 1 1 399.] 

45.16.090 Justices to take oath and give bond. Every 
person elected or appointed to the office of justice of 
the peace shall, within two weeks after receiving notice 
thereof, take and subscribe before any other officer duly 
authorized to administer oaths, an oath to support the 
Constitution of the United States and of the state of 
Washington and faithfully and impartially to discharge 
the duties of his office according to the best of his abil­
ity .  He shall also execute a bond to the state of 
Washington, with two or more sufficient sureties, to be 
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approved by the chairman, in the penal sum of not less 
than five hundred dollars nor more than one thousand 
dollars conditioned for the faithful discharge of his of­
ficial duties. Said chairman shall indorse thereon his 
approval of the sureties named in such bond, an� suc

_
h 

justice shall immediately file the same, together wtth hts 
oath of office, duly certified, with the clerk of the coun­
ty of the proper county for. th� b�nefit of any person 
aggrieved by the acts

. 
of satd J

.
ushce; a�d any P

.
erso.n 

aggrieved may maintam an action on satd bond m hts 
own name against said justice and his sureties. [ 1 895 c 
175 § 41 ; RRS § 1 1400.] 

45.16.100 Penalty for entering on duties before tak­
ing oath. If any town officer who is required by law to 
take the oath of office enters upon the duties of his 
office before taking such oath, he forfeits to such town 
the sum of fifty dollars, and the same to go to the 
county poor fund. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 43 ; RRS § 1 1402.] 

45.16. 1 10 Town officers must not be interested in 
contracts with towns. No town officer shall become a 
party to or interested, directly or indirectly, in any con­
tract made by the board of which he may be a member: 
Provided, This shall not be construed to prohibit the 
employment of a team or teams belonging to a town­
ship officer when a required number of teams, owned in 
the township, are not otherwise obtainable, or the em­
ployment of a township officer as a day laborer. Every 
contract or payment voted for or made contrary to the 
provisions of this title is void and any violation of this 
section hereafter committed shall be a malfeasance in 
office, which will subject the officer so offending to be 
removed from office. [ 1 9 1 3  c 142 § 5 ;  1 895 c 1 75 § 44; 
RRS § 1 1403.] 

Reviser's note: "this title" apparently refers to title 505, Pierce's 
Washington Code, 1912-ToWNSHIP ORGANIZATION, in which 1 895 
c 175 and amendments thereto were codified. 

45.16.120 Terms of office. Town officers, except as 
otherwise provided, hold their offices for one year and 
until others are elected or appointed in their places and 
are qualified. All officers shall qualify and enter upon 
the duties of their offices at the first regular meeting of 
the board of supervisors following their election, and 
such first meeting of the board of supervisors shall be 
held within thirty days after such -election. [ 1 923 c 13 § 
5; 1 895 c 1 75 § 45; RRS § I 1404.] 

Sections 
45.20.010 
45.20.020 

Chapter 45.20 
VACANCIES IN OFFICE 

County commissioners may accept resignations. 
Procedure for filling vacancies. 

45.20.010 County commissioners may accept resigna­
tions. The board of county commissioners of any coun­
ty may, for sufficient cause shown to them, accept the 
resignation of any town officer in any township in their 
county, and whenever they accept any such resignation, 
they shall forthwith appoint another elector of the town 
to the office, and shall give notice thereof in writing to 

the person so appointed and to the town clerk; or in the 
case of a vacancy in the office of town clerk or overse�r 
of highways, to the chairman of the board of supervi­
sors of the town. [ 19 1 3  c 142 § 6; 1 895 c 1 75 § 46; RRS 
§ 1 1405.]  

Reviser's note: (I) Caption for 1 895 c 1 75 § 46 reads: "Vacancies in 
town offices, how filled." 

(2) "overseer of highways", see note ( I )  following RCW 45.24.010. 

45.20.020 Procedure for filling vacancies. Whenever 
any town fails to elect the proper number of town offi­
cers, or when any person elected to a town office fails to 
qualify, or whenever any vacancy happens in any town 
office from death, resignation, removal from town or 
other cause, the town clerk, or in case there is no town 
clerk, then the chairman or one of the town supervisors 
shall give notice in writing of such vacancy or vacanci�s 
to the board of county commissioners of the county m 
which such town is situated, and said board, upon such 
notice being given them, or if they know of any vacancy 
in any town office in any township in their county, shall 
forthwith fill the vacancy or vacancies by appointment 
by warrant, signed by the chairman of the board, a!ld 
countersigned by the clerk of said board, and shall gtve 
notice in writing personally or by mail to the town clerk 
or the chairman of the board of supervisors, and also to 
the person so appointed. All persons appointed to office 
under this act shall qualify as herein provided, and shall 
hold their offices until the next annual town meeting 
and until their successors are elected or appointed and 
qualified in their places, and shall have the same powers 
and be subject to the same duties and penalties as if 
they had been duly elected to such offices. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 
47 ; RRS § I 1406.] 

Reviser's note: ( 1)  "this act", see note following RCW 45.08.020. 
(2) Caption for 1 895 c 1 75 § 47 reads: "Fail to elect officers." 

Chapter 45.24 
DUTIES OF TOWN SUPERVISORS 

Sections 
45.24.010 Powers and duties---General-Powers of police 

judge. 
45.24.030 Town supervisors to be board of health. 
45.24.040 Supervisors to prosecute actions on bonds, penalties and 

trespasses. 
45.24.050 Supervisors to audit accounts against towns. 
45.24.()60 Two supervisors a quorum. 

Actions by or against towns-Papers in action, how served: RCW 
45.64.030. 

Actions by or against towns-Tax levy to pay judgment: RCW 
45.64.080. 

Division of precinct: RCW 45.40.030. 

Guideposts--Supervisors to make report of guideposts: R CW 
45.68.020. 

Judges and clerks of election-Places of holding elections: RCW 
45.40.010. 

Offlce of township assessor abolished: Chapter 45.54 RCW. 

Poundmaster-Duties--Fees: RCW 45.36.030. 

45.24.010 Powers and duties General--Powers 
of police judge. The supervisors shall have charge of 
such affairs of the town as are not by law committed to 

(Title 45---p 7] 
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other town officers; and they shall have power to desig­
nate the justice of the peace, or other suitable person, as 
police j udge in and for such township; and such police 
judge shall have the same powers and duties as are 
conferred by law upon the police judge in cities of the 
fourth class; and they shall have power to draw orders 
on the town treasurer for the disbursement of such 
sums as may be necessary for the purpose of defraying 
the incidental expenses of the town, and for all moneys 
raised by the town to be disbursed for any other pur­
pose. They shaH have charge of all highways and bridg­
es ill their respective townships, and the care and 
supervision thereof; and shall have power to divide 
their respective townships into road districts and to ap­
point one resident elector of each road district as over­
seer thereof for the first year of township organization; 
to establish new highways and bridges and to vacate or 
alter all highways and bridges wholly within the town­
ship in the same manner as now provided by law for 
the establishing of new highways and bridges and the 
vacation or alteration of the same by the county com­
missioners in the case of county roads and bridges, ex­
cept that the duties therein provided to be performed 
by the county commissioners shall be performed by the 
township board of supervisors except that all notices 
therein provided shall be given by the county engineer 
and all meetings therein provided shall be held at his 
office in the county court house and all records and files 
maintained therein, and all expenses for the condemna­
tion and procuring of right of ways therein provided 
shall be met and paid by the township treasurer on or­
der of the board of township supervisors, and it shall be 
unlawful for any township funds to be expended upon 
any roads not established in accordance with said law: 
Provided, Nothing in this act contained shall be con­
strued as prohibiting any county from or denying to 
any county the power to build, repair, alter and main­
tain, at the county's expense, such highways and bridg­
es as the county generally is interested in or such as 
may be of so large cost that a single township could not 
undertake the construction of, or such as are located in 
sparsely settled townships as are unable to construct the 
same. Whenever the electors of any township shall have 
voted to establish a river improvement fund, such fund 
shall be expended by the board of township supervisors 
to acquire by condemnation or otherwise, any land 
bordering upon or in the vicinity of the banks of any 
river or stream to be improved, which in their judgment 
it is advisable to acquire, to strengthen and preserve the 
banks of any river or stream and prevent overflow 
thereof, and confine such river or stream within its 
proper channel, or to straighten the channel by dredg­
ing or construction of a new channel ; to construct any 
levee, embankment, channel or other construction at 
such point where such land is acquired, as in their 
judgment they may deem necessary or advisable; to 
protect and render more secure the banks of any river 
by constructing therein stone or masonry work, con­
trivance or piling or such other construction as in their 
judgment is best adapted to accomplish such purpose; 
to remove log jams or obstructions that may be or 
hereafter form in such river, and to do any other act to 
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prevent the formation of any obstruction in such river 
or stream; to employ such persons as they deem neces­
sary and fix their compensation to patrol such rivers 
and streams and remove such log jams or obstructions 
now existing or which may hereafter form, and for the 
purpose of preventing the formation thereof, and who 
shall perform such other duties as are contemplated by 
this act and directed by said board of township super­
visors. And such board of supervisors shall be author­
ized, in the expenditure of such funds for any of the 
purposes aforesaid, to cooperate with the board of 
county commissioners of the county acting under the 
provisions of RCW 86. 12 .0 1 0  through 86. 1 2.030 in 
making new improvements and to enter into contracts 
with the county to pay a certain portion of the cost of 
any improvements made by the county. [ 1 9 1 9  c 108 § 2; 
1 9 1 1 c 34 § 1 ,  part; 1909 c 47 § 4; 1 895 c 1 75 § 48; 
RRS § 1 1407. Formerly RCW 45.24.0 10  and 45.24.020.] 

Reviser's note: (I) Powers Relating to Road Purposes: This section 
and other sections throughout this title relating to roads should be 
read in the light of Great Northern Railway Co. v. Glover, 194 Wash. 
146, 77 P (2d) 598, wherein it is said that " . . .  the provisions of the 
township laws have been impliedly repealed insofar as they are in­
consistent with chapters 53, 1 87, and 207 of the Laws of 1 937." Such 
1937 laws are comprehensive, general acts relating to highways, roads 
and bridges. 

(2) Caption for 1 895 c 175 § 48 reads: "Powers and duties of 
supervisors. "  

(3) "this act", see note following RCW 45.08.020. 

45.24.030 Town supervisors to be board of health. 
The town supervisors shall constitute a board of health, 
and within their respective towns shall have and exer­
cise all the powers necessary for the preservation of the 
public health and for the prevention and suppression of 
public nuisances. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 50; RRS § 1 1409.] 

45.24.040 Supervisors to prosecute actions on bonds, 
penalties and trespasses. The supervisors shall, in the 
name of their town, prosecute, for the benefit of the 
town, all actions upon bonds given to them or their 
predecessors in office; and shall also sue for and collect 
all penalties and forfeitures, in respect to which no oth­
er provision is made, incurred by any officer or inhabi­
tant of the town; and they shall have power, in like 
manner, to prosecute for any trespass committed on 
any public inclosure or property belonging to the town, 
and shall pay all moneys collected under this section to 
the town treasurer. [ 1 895 c 175 § 5 1 ; RRS § 1 14 10.] 

Reviser's note: Caption for 1 895 c 1 75 § 51 reads: "Supervisors 
shall bring actions on official bonds." 
Action to recover penalty for trespass: RCW 45.64.050. 
Actions by or against towns: Chapter 45.64 RCW 
Powers of electors at town meetings: RCW 45. 12. 100(3). 
Proceedings to be in name of town: RCW 45. 12.04(). 

45.24.050 Supervisors to audit accounts against 
towns. The supervisors constitute a town board for the 
purpose of auditing all accounts payable by said town; 
and if from any cause there are not three supervisors 
present to constitute said board, the chairman, and, in 
his absence, either of the other supervisors, may notify 
the justice of the peace of the town as will, together 
with the supervisors present, make a board of three; 
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and the board so constituted shall have authority to act 
as the town board. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 52; RRS § 1 14 1 1 .] 

Board to audit and settle town charges: RCW 45.52.050. 

Claims against towns: Chapter 45.52 RCW. 

45.24.060 Two supervisors a quorum. Any two of the 
supervisors constitute a quorum for the perfor�ance of 
any duties required by law of the town supervtsors, ex­
cept when otherwise provided. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 49; RRS § 
1 1408.] 

Sections 
45.28.010 
45.28.020 
45.28.030 
45.28.040 
45.28.050 
45.28.060 
45.28.070 
45.28.080 
45.28.090 
45.28.100 

Chapter 45.28 
DUTIES OF TOWN CLERK 

Duties in general-Appointment of deputy. 
Annual report of needed supplies. 
Supplies to be furnished at cost. 
To record minutes and preserve accounts. 
Town clerks may take acknowledgments and oaths. 
Official bond. 
Name of constable to be sent to clerk of court. 
Name of justice to be sent to clerk of court. 
Penalty for neglect to return. 
Bylaws to be posted. 

45.28.010 Duties in general--Appointment of dep­
uty. The town clerk shall be clerk of the town board, 
and shall keep a true record of all their proceedings in 
his office. He shall have the custody of the record books 
and papers of the town, when no other provision is 
made by law, and he shall duly file and safely keep all 
certificates of oaths and other papers required by law to 
be filed in his office. The town board may, in case of 
necessity, appoint a deputy town clerk. Before any dep­
uty town clerk shall enter upon the duties of his office 
he shall take and subscribe the oath required by law, 
which oath shall be filed in the office of the county 
clerk. In the month of March, each year, after the an­
nual town meeting, the town clerk of each town shall 
make to the county auditor a return of all taxes and 
sums of money voted at said town meeting to be raised, 
except such taxes as may be assessed by the supervisors 
as labor tax, designating the separate amounts to be 
raised for each purpose; and it shall be the duty of the 
county auditor to levy such amounts on the tax rolls of 
that year against the assessed property of such town as 
hereinafter provided. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 53;  RRS § 1 14 12.]  

Reviser's note: Caption for 1 895 c 175 § 53 reads: "Town clerk to 
be clerk of town board and custodian of books-May appoint 
deputy." 

45.28.020 Annual report of needed supplies. It shall 
be the duty of each township clerk to report to the 
county auditor on or before the first day of March in 
each year the amount and the kind of printing supplies, 
blank books, etc., other than those furnished by the 
county assessor, needed by the township for the ensuing 
year. [ 1 9 1 1 c 34 § 2;  RRS § 1 14 13.] 

45.28.030 Supplies to be furnished at cost. The 
county auditor upon receiving the estimates of the vari­
ous townships shall procure from the lowest bidder the 

supplies and turn said supplies over to the township or­
dering the same at actual cost. [ 1 9 1 1 c 34 § 3 ;  RRS § 
I 1 4 14.] 

45.28.040 To record minutes and preserve accounts. 
He shall record, in the book of records of his town, 
minutes of the proceedings of every town meeting, and 
he shall enter therein every order or direction, and all 
rules and regulations of any such town meeting; and 
shall also file and preserve all accounts audited by the 
town board, or allowed at a town meeting, and enter a 
statement thereof in such book of records. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 
54; RRS § 1 14 1 5.] 

Reviser's note: Caption for 1 895 c 175 § 54 reads: "Proceedings of 
town meeting to be recorded." 

45.28.050 Town clerks may take acknowledgments 
and oaths. The town clerks of the several towns in this 
state are hereby authorized to administer all oaths, and 
take all acknowledgments of instruments, authorized or 
required by this act. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 55;  RRS § 1 14 1 6.]  

Reviser's note: "this act", see note following RCW 45.08.020. 

45.28.060 Official bond. Every person elected or ap­
pointed to the office of town clerk in any of the �owns 
of this state shall, before he enters upon the duties of 
his office, and within the time prescribed by law for fil­
ing his oath of office, execute a bond with two or mo�e 
sufficient sureties, to be approved by the town supervi­
sors, in such penal sum as the supervisors direct, condi­
tioned for the faithful discharge of his duties. Said bond 
so approved shall be filed and recorded in the office of 
the clerk of the superior court, for the benefit of any 
person aggrieved by the acts or omissions of said town 
clerk; and any person so aggrieved, or the town, may 
maintain an action on said bond against said town clerk 
and sureties. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 56; RRS § 1 14 1 7.] 

Effect of not filing oath or bond: RCW 45. 16.030. 
Supervisors to prosecute actions on bonds, penalties and trespasses: 

RCW 45.24.040. 

45.28.070 Name of constable to be sent to clerk of 
court. Every town clerk, immediately after the qualifi­
cation of any constable elected or appointed in his 
town, shall transmit to the clerk of the superior court of 
the county the name of such constable. [ 1 895 c 175  § 
57; RRS § 1 14 18.] 

45.28.080 Name of justice to be sent to clerk of 
court. Each town clerk shall, immediately after the elec­
tion of any justice of the peace in his town, transmit a 
written notice thereof to the clerk of the superior court 
of said county, stating therein the name of the person 
elected, and the term for which he is elected; and if 
elected to fill a vacancy, he shall state in said notice 
who was the last incumbent of the office. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 
58; RRS § 1 14 19.] 

45.28.090 Penalty for neglect to return. If any town 
clerk wilfully neglects to make such return, such omis­
sion is hereby declared a misdemeanor, and, on convic­
tion thereof, the person so offending shall be adjudged 

(Title 4� 9J 
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to pay a fine not exceeding ten dollars. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 
59; RRS § 1 1420.] 

45.28.100 Bylaws to be posted. The town clerk shall 
post in three of the most public places in his town, 
copies of all bylaws made by such town, and shall make 
an entry in the town records of the time when, and the 
place where, such bylaws were posted. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 60; 
RRS § 1 142 1 .] 

Fees for posting notices: RCW 45.44.010. 
Public places for posting notices: RCW 45. 72.010. 

Sections 
45.32.0 10 
45.32.020 
45.32.030 

45.32.050 
45.32.060 
45.32.070 
45.32.080 
45.32:090 

Chapter 45.32 
DUTIES OF TOWN TREASURER 

Duties of town treasurer. 
Shall keep true accounts, and deliver books to successor. 
Shall draw money from county treasurer-

Compensation. 
Shall make annual statement. 
Penalty for noncompliance. 
Unpaid orders---Indorsement. 
Order of payment of town orders. 
Town depository-Bond. 

Actions by or against towns---Judgment against town, how collect­
ed: RCW 45.64.070. 

Treasurer shall pay audited accounts: RCW 45.52.090. 

45.32.010 Duties of town treasurer. The town trea­
surer shall receive and take charge of all moneys be­
longing to the town or which are by law required to be 
paid into the town treasury, and shall pay over and ac­
count for the same upon the order of such town, or the 
officers thereof duly authorized in that behalf, made 
pursuant to law, and shall perform all such duties as 
may be required of him by law. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 70; RRS 
§ 1 143 1 .] 

45.32.020 Shall keep true accounts, and deliver books 
to successor. Every town treasurer shall keep a true ac­
count of all moneys by him received by virtue of his 
office, and the manner in which the same are disbursed, 
in a book provided at the expense of the town for that 
purpose, and exhibit such account, together with his 
vouchers, to the town board at its annual meeting for 
adjustment; and he shall deliver all books and property 
belonging to his office, the balance of all moneys in his 
hands as such treasurer, to his successor in office, on 
demand, afler such successor has qualified according to 
law. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 7 1 ;  RRS § 1 1432.] 

Qualifications of town oflicers: Chapter 45. 16 RCW. 

45.32.030 Shall draw money from county treasur­
er-Compensation. The town treasurer shall from 
time to time draw from the county treasurer such mon­
eys as have been received by the county treasurer for 
the use of his town, and on receipt of such moneys shall 
deliver proper vouchers therefor. Each town treasurer 
shall be allowed and entitled to retain, as his official 
compensation, one percent of all moneys paid out in 
the redemption of warrants : Provided, That the com­
pensation of said treasurer shall in no case exceed the 
sum of seventy-five dollars in any one year: Provided 
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further, That in any town meeting, before the electors 
commence balloting for officers, they may by resolu­
tion, reduce or increase such compensation. [ I  923 c 13 
§ 6; 19 13  c 142 § 7 ;  1 895 c 1 75 § 72; RRS § I 1433.] 

Reviser's note: Caption for 1895 c 175 § 72 reads: "Shall draw 
money from county treasurer-Fees." 

45.32.050 Shall make annual statement. Each town 
treasurer, within five days preceding the annual town 
meeting, shall make out a statement in writing of the 
moneys by him received into the town treasury from the 
county treasurer, and from all other officers and per­
sons, and also of all moneys paid out by him as such 
treasurer, in which statement he shall set forth particu­
larly from whom and on what account such moneys 
were received by him, with the amount received from 
each officer or person and the date of receiving the 
same; also to whom and for what purpose any moneys 
have been paid out by him, with the amount and date 
of each payment. He shall also state therein the amount 
of moneys remaining in his hands as treasurer. Such 
statement shall be filed by him in the office of the town 
clerk and shall be by such clerk carefully preserved and 
recorded in the town book of records. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 73; 
RRS § I 1435.] 

45.32.060 Penalty for noncompliance. Every town 
treasurer who refuses or neglects to comply with the 
provisions of the four preceding sections shall forfeit 
not more than two thousand dollars, to be recovered in 
any court of competent jurisdiction, the amount to be 
fixed by the jury trying the cause, or by the court if 
there is no jury impaneled, and may be recovered by 
civil action in the name of any person who prosecutes 
the same, with costs of suit; one-half shall go to the 
person so prosecuting and the remainder to the town of 
which such delinquent is or has been treasurer. [ 1 895 c 
1 75 § 74; RRS § I 1436.] 

Reviser's note: (I) "the four preceding sections" are codified as 
RCW 45.32.010, 45.32.020, 45.32.030 and 45.32.050. 

(2) Caption for 1 895 c 175 § 74 reads: "Violation of four preceding 
sections---Penalty." 

45.32.070 Unpaid orders--Indorsement. Each and 
every town treasurer shall keep a suitable book, to be 
provided at the expense of the town, in which he shall 
enter the town orders that he cannot pay for want of 
funds when presented to him for payment, which or­
ders, when presented, shall be indorsed by such trea­
surer by putting upon the back of the same the words 
"Not paid for want of funds", giving the date of such 
indorsement, signing the same as town treasurer. [ 1 895 
c 1 75 § 75;  RRS § 1 1437.] 

Reviser's note: Caption for 1895 c 175 § 75 reads: "Unpaid town 
orders-Record-Interest." 

45.32.080 Order of payment of town orders. All town 
orders shall be paid in the order of their issuance out of 
the first moneys that come into the town treasurer's 
hands for such purpose . .  [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 76; RRS § 
1 1438.] 
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45.32.090 Town depository--Bond. Each township 
treasurer shall annually within thirty days after taking 
office, designate some bank of the state as a depository 
of all public funds held and acquired to be kept by him 
as such treasurer: Provided, That the bank designated 
by the township treasurer shall furnish, if required by 
the board of supervisors, to the township an indemnity 
bond equal in amount to the official bond of said trea­
surer, such designation shall be filed in writing as part 
of the minutes of the township board. [ 1 9 13  c 142 § 9 ;  
RRS § 1 1434. Formerly RCW 45.32.040.] 

Sections 
45.36.010 
45.36.020 
45.36.030 

Chapter 45.36 
POUNDS AND POUNDMASTERS 

Pounds to be under care of poundmasters. 
Pounds discontinued. 
Poundmaster-Duties-Fees. 

Powers of electors at town meetings: RCW 45. 12. 100(1), (5), (6), (7) 
and (8). 

45.36.010 Pounds to be under care of poundmasters. 
Whenever the electors of any town determine at their 
annual meeting to erect one or more pounds therein, 
the same shall be under the care and direction of such 
poundmasters as are chosen or appointed for that pur­
pose. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 95 ; RRS § 1 1458.) 

45.36.020 Pounds discontinued. The electors of any 
town may, at an annual meeting, discontinue any 
pounds therein. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 96; RRS § 1 1459.) 

45.36.030 Poundmaster--Duties--Fees. The 
poundrriaster shall be allowed the following fees, to wit: 
For taking into pound and discharging therefrom any 
horse, ass or mule and all meat cattle, fifty cents each; 
and for every hog, large or small, sheep or lamb, goat 
or kid, twenty-five cents each; and fifty cents a day for 
keeping each head of horses, asses, mules or meat cattle 
twenty-four hours, and twenty cents for keeping each 
hog, sheep or goat, for each twenty-four hours. And the 
poundmaster has a lien on all such animals for the full 
amount of his legal charges and expenses, and shall be 
entitled to the possession of such animals until the same 
are paid; and if the same are not paid, and said animals 
removed, within four days after they are so impounded, 
the said poundmaster shall give notice by posting the 
same in three of the most public places in said town, or 
by personal notice in writing, if the owner is known, 
that said animals (describing them) are impounded and 
that, unless the same are taken away and fee paid with­
in fifteen days after the date of such notice, he will sell 
the same at public vendue at the place where the town 
meetings of said town are usually held; and on the day 
designated in such notice the said poundmaster shall 
expose the said animals for sale, and sell the same to 
the highest bidder in cash, for which service he shall re­
ceive two percent of the purchase money for each ani­
mal. Out of the money realized from said sale, the said 
poundmaster shall deduct all his legal fees and charges, 
and pay the balance, if any, to the chairman of the 

town supervisors, at the same time giving to said super­
visors an accurate description of the animals sold, and 
the amount received by him for each animal, and shall 
take a receipt and duplicate therefor, and file one of 
them with the town clerk: Provided, That the said su­
pervisors shall, at any time within six months, upon 
sufficient proof from the owner of any animal so sold, 
pay to said owner the balance due as received from the 
said poundmaster; but if said money is not claimed 
within that time, the sum so received shall be retained 
for the use of said town. [ 1 9 1 1 c 34 § 1 ,  part; 1 895 c 1 75 
§ 94; RRS § 1 1457.] 

Chapter 45.40 
DUTIES OF TOWN OFFICERS AT ELECTIONS 

Sections 
45.40.010 Judges and clerks of election-Places of holding 

elections. 
45.40.030 Division of precinct. 

45.40.010 Judges and clerks of election--Places of 
holding elections. Each township shall constitute at least 
one election precinct. The township supervisors of each 
township are the judges of election, and the town clerk 
of each township shall act as one of the clerks of elec­
tion in their respective election precinct, and the judges 
of election shall appoint an additional clerk of election, 
who shall be of an opposite political party, if practica­
ble, to the town clerk. The election shall be held in such 
election precinct at the place where the last preceding 
town meeting was held, except as herein provided; but 
if in any town a vote is taken to hold it elsewhere the 
next ensuing election shall be held at the place desig­
nated by such vote. When, in any township having over 
four hundred electors, the supervisors divide the same 
into two or more election precincts, they shall designate 
the boundaries thereof, and thereafter shall be elected, 
at the annual town meeting of such township, three 
judges of election and two clerks of election in each 
precinct, and the place of holding said election in each 
precinct shall be designated by said town meeting, or, 
in default of such designation, shall be appointed by the 
judges of election thereof, in which case they shall make 
such designation at least twenty days before election, 
and give notice thereof by posting proper notices in the 
public places in the township. In case the supervisors 
divide the township into precincts, as herein provided, 
and no town meeting is thereafter held prior to the 
election, then the county commissioners shall, twenty­
five days before election, appoint the judges and clerks 
for that election. No more than two judges and one 
clerk of election, except where town supervisors and 
town clerks so act, shall belong to the same political 
party. No person shall be eligible as judge or clerk of 
election unless he be a qualified voter within the elec­
tion district in which he sits, nor unless he can read, 
write and speak the English language understandingly. 
[ 1 895 c 1 75 § 77; RRS § 1 1439. Formerly RCW 45.40-
.010  and 45.40.020.) 
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45.40.030 Division of precinct. Whenever any town 
constituting one election precinct is found by the num­
ber of votes there cast at any election to contain more 
than four hundred voters, it shall be the duty of the su­
pervisors of the town to cause such precinct at least six 
weeks before the next ensuing general or town election, 
to be divided into two or more districts, each containing 
as nearly as may be an equal number of voters. [ 1 895 c 
1 75 § 78 ; RRS § 1 1440.] 

Sections 

Chapter 45.44 
COMPENSATION OF OFFICERS 

45.44.010 Schedule of compensation and fees fixed. 

45.44.010 Schedule of compensation and fees fixed. 
The following town officers are entitled to compensa­
tion at the following rates for each day necessarily de­
voted by them to the service of the town, in the duties 
of their respective offices. The town assessors shall re­
ceive for their services three dollars per day, while en­
gaged in their respective duties as such assessors. Each 
road overseer shall receive for his services such salary 
as shall be fixed by the board of supervisors, while en­
gaged in his duties as such road overseer. The town 
clerks and supervisors shall receive two dollars per day 
while engaged in their respective duties. No supervisor 
shall receive more than seventy-five dollars for com­
pensation in any one year, and no clerk shall receive 
more than one hundred dollars for compensation in any 
one year: Provided, That the town clerks shall be paid 
fees for the following, and not a per diem: For filing 
any paper required by law to be filed in his office ten 
cents each; for posting up notices required by law, 
twenty-five cents each; for recording any order or any 
instrument of writing authorized by law, five cents for 
each one hundred words; for copying any record or in­
strument on file in his office and certifying the same, 
five cents for each one hundred words, to be paid for by 
the person applying for the same: Provided, further, 
That in ap.y town meeting, before the elector� com­
mence balloting for officers, they may by resolution, re­
duce or increase the compensation of officers, and may 
fix the compensation of the town clerk at an annual 
salary not to exceed one hundred dollars, in lieu of the 
compensation pe: �iem and fix h�s services other th�n 
copying and cert�ymg r�cor�s or mstruments on me. m 
his office for whtch he IS patd by the person applymg 
for the same. [ 1923 c 13  § 9; 1915  c 90 § 2; 1909 c 47 § 
9; 1895 c 175 § 93; RRS § 1 1456.] 

R.evisel"'s note: (I) Caption for 1895 c 175 § 93 reads: "Fees of town 
officers." 

(2) ''road overseer'', see note ( I )  following RCW 45.24.010. 

Bylaws to be posted: RCW 45.28. 100. 

0/lice of township assessor abolished: Chapter 45.54 RCW. 

Poundmaster-Duties---Fees: RCW 45.36.030. 

Public places for posting notices: RCW 45. 72.010. 

Township treasurer--Compensation: RCW 45.32.030. 

(Title 45----p 12) 

Sections 
45.48.010 
45.48.020 
45.48.030 
45.48.040 

Chapter 45.48 
DUTY OF RETIRING OFFICERS 

Incoming officer to demand books and papers. 
Same in case of vacancy. 
Books to be delivered to successor. 
Same in case of death. 

45.48.010 Incoming officer to demand books and pa­
pers. Whenever the term of any supervisor, town clerk, 
assessor, justice of the peace, constable, road overseer 
or other town officer expires and another person is ap­
pointed or elected to such office, s�ch suc�ssor, imme­
diately after he enters upon the duttes of hts office, shall 
demand of his predecessor all books and papers under 
his control and belonging to such office. [ 1 895 c 175 § 
1 1 1 ;  RRS § 1 1474.] 

Reviser's note: ( I )  ''road overseer", see note (I) following RCW 
45.24.010. 

(2) Caption for 1 895 c 175 § I l l  reads: "Books and papers of out­
going officers." 
0/lice of township assessor abolished: Chapter 45.54 RCW. 
Township treasurer to keep true accounts, and deliver books to suc-

cessor: RCW 45.32.020. 

45.48.020 Same in case of vacancy. Whenever either 
of the officers above named resigns, or the office be­
comes vacant in any way, and another person is elected 
or appointed in his stead, the person so elected shall 
make such demand of his predecessors or of any person 
having charge of such books and papers. [ 1 895 c 175 § 
1 12 ;  RRS § 1 1475.] 

45.48.030 Books to be delivered to successor. Every 
person so going out of office, whenever thereto required 
pursuant to the foregoing provisions, shall deliver, upon 
oath, all records, books and papers in his possession or 
in his control belonging to the office held by him, which 
oath may be administered by the officer to whom such 
delivery is made. [ 1895 c 175 § 1 13 ;  RRS § 1 1476.] 

45.48.040 Same in case of death. Upon the death of 
any of the officers enumerated, the successor of such 
officer shall make such demand, as above provided, of 
the executors or administrators of such deceased officer, 
and such executors or administrators shall deliver, upon 
like oath, all records, books, papers or moneys in their 
possession or under their control, belonging to the office 
held by their testator or intestate. [ 1 895 c 175 § 1 14; 
RRS § 1 1477.] 

Sections 

Chapter 45.52 
CLAIMS AGAINST TOWNS 

45.52.010 Claims to be itemized before allowance. 
45.52.020 Verification of claims. 
45.52.030 Auditing of claims. 
45.52.040 Penalties for allowing claims not verified. 
45.52.050 Board to audit and settle town charges. 
45.52.060 Shall audit accounts of town officers. 
45.52.070 Board shall draw up report. 
45.52.080 Report to be read at town meeting. 
45.52.090 Treasurer shall pay audited accounts. 

Supervisors to. audit accounts against towns: RCW 45.24.050. 



Claims Against Towns 45.52.090 

What are town charges: RCW 45.56.010. 

45.52.010 Claims to be itemized before allowance. 
Before any account, claim or demand against any town 
of this state, for any property or services for which such 
town shall be liable, shall be audited or allowed by the 
board of officers authorized by law to audit and allow 
the same, the person in whose favor such account, 
claim or demand shall be, or his agent, shall reduce the 
same to writing in items, and shall verify the same to 
the effect that such account, claim or demand is just 
and true, that the money therein charged was actually 
paid for the purposes therein stated, that the property 
therein charged was actually delivered or used for the 
purposes therein stated, and was of the value therein 
charged, and that the services therein charged were ac­
tually rendered, and of the value therein charged; or, in 
case such services were official for which fees are pre­
scribed by law, then that the fees or amounts charged 
therefor are such as are allowed by law, and that no 
part of such account, claim or demand has been paid: 
Provided, That when the books of the town clerk show 
the official attendance of a town officer, his claim for 
per diem for that service need not be verified. [ 1 895 c 
175 § 6 1 ; RRS § 1 1422.] 

Supervisors to audit accounts against towns: RCW 45.24.050. 

45.52.020 Verification of claims. The verification re­
quired by RCW 45.52.0 10  may be made before any of­
ficer authorized by law to administer oaths, or before 
any member of the board to which the account, claim 
or demand shall be presented to be audited; and every 
member of any such board is hereby authorized to ad­
minister .the proper oath in such cases ; and every per­
son who shall wilfully or knowingly swear falsely on 
any such cases, shall be deemed guilty of wilful perjury, 
and be punished accordingly: Provided, That in any 
case any such account, claim or demand shall be made 
or presented by any administrator or executor on behalf 
of the estate of a deceased person, he shall not be re­
quired to verify the same, but may prove the same oth­
erwise to the satisfaction of the board. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 62; 
RRS § 1 1423.] 

45.52.030 Auditing of claims. Whenever any ac­
count, claim or demand against any town shall have 
been verified in the manner prescribed in this act, the 
board of officers to whom �he same shall be presented 
may receive and consider the same, and may allow or 
disallow the same in whole or in part as to such board 
or officers shall appear just or lawful, saving to such 
claimants the right of appeal. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 63 ; RRS § 
1 1424.] 

Reviser's note: "this act", see note following RCW 45.08.020. 

Verification of claims: RCW 45.52.020. 

45.52.040 Penalties for allowing claims not verified. 
Any member of such board who shall audit and allow 
any accounts, claim or demand required by this act to 
be itemized and verified, without the same having been 
first duly itemized and verified, shall be deemed guilty 

of a misdemeanor, and be punished by fine not exceed­
ing five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the 
county jail not exceeding six months, or by both such 
fine and imprisonment. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 64; RRS § 1 1425.] 

Reviser's note: "this act'', see note following RCW 45.08.020. 

45.52.050 Board to audit and settle town charges. 
The town board shall meet annually on the Tuesday 
next preceding the annual town meeting to be held in 
said town, and at such other times as they deem neces­
sary and expedient, for the purpose of auditing and set­
tling all charges against said town, and they shall state 
on each account the amount allowed by them; but no 
allowance shall be made for any account which does 
not specifically state each item of the same, and the na­
ture thereof; and all unpaid accounts of town officers 
for services rendered since the last annual meeting of 
said board shall be presented to the town board at their 
annual meeting on the Tuesday next preceding the an­
nual town meeting, to be audited as aforesaid. [ 1 895 c 
1 75 § 65 ; RRS § 1 1426.] 

Reviser's note: Caption for 1 895 c 1 75 § 65 reads: "Town board to 
meet, when." 

45.52.060 Shall audit accounts of town officers. The 
said board shall also, at their annual meeting in each 
year, examine and audit the accounts of the town trea­
surer for all moneys received and disbursed by him as 
such officer; and they shall audit the accounts of all 
other town officers who are authorized by law to. receive 
or disburse any money of the town by virtue of their 
office. [ 1 895 c 175 § 66; RRS § 1 1427.] 

Duties of town treasurer-Shall make annual statement: RCW 
45.32.050. 

Poundmaster-Duties-Fees: RCW 45.36.030. 

45.52.070 Board shall draw up report. Such board. 
shall draw up a report, stating in detail the items of ac­
count audited and allowed since the last annual meet­
ing, the nature of each account and the name of the 
person to whom such account was allowed, the total 
amount audited and allowed to each township officer in 
payment for his services since their last annual meeting, 
including a statement of all the fiscal concerns of the 
town. As a part thereof said board shall make an esti­
mate of the sum necessary for the current expenses 
thereof, and other incidental expenses for the ensuing 
year. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 67; RRS § 1 1428.] 

45.52.080 Report to be read at town meeting. Such 
report shall be produced and publicly read by the town 
clerk at the next ensuing town meeting; and the whole 
or any portion of such report may be referred, by the 
order of the meeting, to a committee whose duty it shall 
be to examine the same and report thereon to such 
meeting. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 68 ; RRS § 1 1429.] 

45.52.090 Treasurer shall pay audited accounts. The 
amount of any account audited and allowed by the 
town board, and the amount of any account voted to be 
allowed at any town meeting, shall be paid by the town 
treasurer on the order of said board, signed by the 
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chairman and countersigned by the clerk; and all orders 
issued to any person by the town board for any sums 
due from such town shall be received in payment of 
town taxes of said town. [ 1 895 c 175 § 69; RRS § 1 1430. 
Formerly RCW 45.52.090 and 45.52. 100.] 

Sections 
45.54.010  
45.54.020 

Chapter 45.54 
ASSESSMENT OF PROPERTY 

Assessors and town board of review abolished. 
Assessors and town board of review abolished--Pow­

ers transferred. 

Reviser's note: Assessment of property was regulated by 1 895 c 175 
§§ 79-82 and amendments thereto, as follows: 

Duties of township assessor. "Each township assessor elected or ap­
pointed under this title shall take an oath and give a bond as now re­
quired of county assessors, the amount of said bond to be fixed, and 
the said bond to be approved, by the board of supervisors; and each 
township assessor shall, in his town, perform the same duties and ex­
ercise the same rights as are now performed and exercised by county 
assessors in their respective counties under the laws of this state, and 
shall be subj ect to the same penalties as county assessors now are. All 
township assessors of the respective counties shall meet at the office of 
the county assessor on the second Tuesday of February of each year, 
and formulate and adopt by a majority vote of those present a plan 
and policy for the purpose of securing the equitable and uniform list­
ing and valuation of property throughout the county, and it shall be 
the duty of all township assessors to make their respective assessments 
according to the plan and policy adopted at such meeting, and the 
county assessor shall have supervisory control over said township as­
sessors for the purpose of enforcing the making of assessments ac­
cording to such plan and policy." [ 1923 c l 3 § 7;  1909 c 47 § 5; 1 895 
c 1 75 § 79; RRS § 1 1441 .] 

County auditor to furnish assessors' hooks and blanks. "First. The 
county assessor shaH annuaiiy provide the necessary assessment 
books and blanks at the expense of the county, for and to correspond 
with each assessment district. He shall make out in the real property 
assessment book complete lists of all lands or lots subject to taxation, 
showing the names of the owners, if to him known, and, if unknown, 
so stated opposite each tract or lot, the number of acres and the lots 
and parts of lots or blocks included in each description of property. 
The Jist of real property becoming subject to assessment and taxation 
every odd numbered year may be appended to the personal property 
assessment book. The assessment books and blanks shall be delivered 
to the county assessor on or before the second Saturday of March in 
each year, and the town assessors shall meet on that day at the office 
of the county assessor for the purpose of receiving such books and 
blanks, and for conference with the said county assessor in reference 
to the performance of their duties and that all township assessors shall 
perform their duties under the supervision of the county assessor. 

Second. The county assessor shall in making up his work for the 
county board of equalization, add thereto the assessment rolls of the 
various townships and the same shall be equalized by the county 
board of equalization as between townships as other property in such 
counties is equalized. If it shall be necessary to raise the assessment of 
a township or townships, the county board of equalization shall serve 
written notice upon the chairman of the township board of supervi­
sors of its intention so to do and shall also give general notice by 
publication to the residents of such township or townships at least five 
days previous to raising such assessment." [ 1 9 1 1 c 34 § I ;  I 909 c 47 § 
6; 1 895 c 175 § 80; RRS § 1 1442.] 

Town board of review--Duties. "The board of supervisors of each 
town shall meet on the second Monday in May at the office of the 
town clerk for the purpose of reviewing the assessment of property in 
such town, and they shall immediately proceed to examine, ascertain 
and see that all taxable property in their town or district has been 
properly placed upon the list and duly valued by the assessor; and in 
case any property, real or personal, shall have been omitted by inad­
vertence or otherwise, it shall be the duty of said board to place the 
same upon the list, with the true value thereof, and proceed to correct 
the assessment, so that each tract or lot of real property and each ar­
ticle, parcel or class of personal property shall be entered on the as­
sessment list at the true and full value thereof; but the assessment of 
the property of any person shall not be raised until such person shall 
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have been duly notified of the intention of the board so to do. And on 
the application of any person considering himself aggrieved they shall 
review the assessment and correct the same as shall appear to them 
just. Any two of said officers are authorized to act at such meeting, 
and they may adjourn from day to day until they shall finish the 
hearing of all cases presented. All complaints and grievances of indi­
viduals, residents of the town or district, in reference to the assess­
ment of any property, shall be heard and decided by the town board: 
Provided, That the complaints of nonresidents in reference to the as­
sessment of any property, real or personal, and of others in reference 
to any assessment made after the meeting of the town board of re­
view, shall be heard and determined by the county board of equaliza­
tion: Provided further, That any person considering himself aggrieved 
by a decision of the town board of review may present the matter to 
the county board of equalization for determination." [ 1 909  c 47 § 7; 
1 895 c 1 75 § 8 1 ;  RRS § 1 1443.] 

Notice of meeting of board of review. "The assessor shall cause at 
least ten days' previous notice of the time and place of the meeting of 
the town board of review by posting notices in at least three public 
places in his town or district, but the failure to give such notice or 
hold such meeting shall not vitiate such assessment, except as to the 
excess of valuation of tax thereon shown to be unjustly made or lev­
ied. It shall be the duty of the assessor to attend the meeting of the 
town board of review with his assessment books and papers, and note 
all changes and additions made by the board, and correct his work 
accordingly, and not later than ten days after the meeting of the 
board of review said assessor shall return the assessment books of his 
town, duly verified, along with all the assessment papers in his hands, 
to the county assessor not later than the fifth day of June." [ 1 909  c 47 
§ 8; 1 895 c 1 75 § 82; RRS § I 1444.] 

45.54.010 Assessors and town board of review abol­
ished. Hereafter no assessor shall be elected by the 
electors of any township at any township meeting; nor 
shall the board of supervisors of any township hereafter 
meet and convene, or exercise any powers or perform 
any duties, as a town board of review, for the purpose 
of reviewing the assessment of property of the township 
or for any other purpose. [ I  937 c 8 I § I ;  RRS § 
1 1 376- 1 .] 

45.54.020 Assessors and town board of review abol­
ished--Powers transferred. On and after March 1 ,  
1937, the office of  township assessor and the town 
board of review for townships shall be and hereby are 
abolished; and on and after said date all powers and 
duties of said assessor and said board of review shall be 
vested in and required to be performed by the county 
assessor and the county board of equalization, respec­
tively: Provided, That the abolishment of said office 
and said board shall not affect the validity of any act 
done or performed by any township assessor or any 
town board of review in assessing and valuing or equal­
izing property for taxation purposes prior to said date, 
and shall not affect the validity of any tax levied or 
based upon any such acts. [ 1 937 c 8 1  § 2; RRS § 
1 1443- 1 .] 

Sections 
45.56.010 
45.56.035 

45.56.040 
45.56.050 
45.56.070 
45.56.080 

Chapter 45.56 
TOWN TAXES AND CHARGES 

What are town charges. 
Ad valorem taxes prohibited--Levy by county 

commissioners. 
Limit of debts and outlays. 
County aid to townships. 
Pol1 tax to be a town fund. 
County treasurer to pay over township moneys 

quarterly. 



Actions by or Against Towns 45.64.050 

Tax levy to pay judgment: RCW 45.64.080. 

45.56.010 What are town charges. The following 
shall be deemed town charges: 

( 1 )  The compensation of town officers for services 
rendered their respective towns. 

(2) Contingent expenses necessarily incurred for the 
use and benefit of the town. 

(3) The moneys authorized to be raised by the vote of 
the town meeting for any town purpose. 

(4) Every sum directed by law to be raised for any 
town purpose. [ 1 959 c 1 6  § 3. Prior : 1 895 c 1 75 § 84; 
RRS § 1 1446.] 

45.56.035 Ad valorem taxes prohibited--Levy by 
county commissioners. See chapter 45.82 RCW. 

45.56.040 Limit of debts and outlays. No town has 
power to contract debts or make expenditures for any 
one year in a larger sum than the amount of revenues 
provided for that year in a formally adopted budget. 
[ 1969 ex.s. c 243 § 5 ;  1 895 c 1 75 § 86; RRS § 1 1448.] 

Severability-1969 ex.s. c 243: See note following RCW 
45.82.010. 

45.56.050 County aid to townships. Whenever any 
county of this state shall have adopted township organ­
ization it shall be the duty of the board of county com­
missioners of such county to set aside from the levy of 
the current year the following sums, which shall be paid 
to the township treasurer in the manner provided by 
law: To each township for current expenses, one hun­
dred dollars; to each township for township roads and 
bridges, twenty-five percent of the amount levied upon 
the property of said township for construction and re­
pair of roads and bridges. [ 1 9 1 3  c 142 § 10 ;  RRS § 
1 1449.] 

Reviser's note: "township roads and bridges", see note ( l )  following 
RCW 45.24.010. 

45.56.070 Poll tax to be a town fund. All poll tax 
collected by any road overseer or other town officer 
shall be by him paid to the town treasurer and be part 
of the township funds. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 90; RRS § 1 1453.] 

Reviser's note: ' 'road overseer", see note (l) following RCW 
45.24.010. 

45.56.080 County treasurer to pay over township 
moneys quarterly. The county treasurer shall keep an 
account of the money received for each town, and shall 
quarterly, after the settlement between the county trea­
surer and county auditor, pay over any money due a 
town to its treasurer upon the warrant of the county 
auditor. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 92; RRS § 1 1455.] 

Sections 
45.64.010 
45.64.020 
45.64.030 

Chapter 45.64 
ACTIONS BY OR AGAINST TOWNS 

How governed. 
Actions, in what name brought. 
Papers in action; how served. 

45.64.040 
45.64.050 
45.64.060 
45.64.070 
45.64.080 

Action before justice of peace. 
Action to recover penalty for trespass. 
In action over lands court may partition. 
Judgment against town; how collected. 
Tax levy to pay judgment. 

Powers of electors at town meetings: RCW 45. 12. 100(3), (4), (7), and 
(8). 

Proceedings to be in name of town: RCW 45. 12.040. 

Supervisors to prosecute actions on bonds, penalties and trespasses: 
RCW 45.24.040. 

45.64.010 How governed. Whenever any controversy 
or cause of action exists between towns, or between a 
town and an individual or corporation, such proceed­
ings shall be had either at law or equity, for the purpose 
of trying and settling such controversy, and the same 
shall be conducted in the same manner, and the judg­
ment or decree therein shall have the like effect, as in 
other actions or proceedings of a similar kind between 
individuals and corporations. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 97; RRS § 
1 1460.] 

Reviser's note: Caption for 1895 c 175 § 97 reads: "Actions between 
towns; how regulated." 

Only one form of action---Civil action: RCW 4.04.020. 

45.64.020 Actions, in what name brought. In all such 
actions and proceedings the town shall sue and be sued 
in its name. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 98; RRS § 1 146 1 .] 

Powers of towns: RCW 45. 12.020(1). 

Proceedings to be in name of town: RCW 45. 12.040. 

45.64.030 Papers in action; how served. In legal pro­
ceedings against a town by name, all papers shall be 
served on the chairman of the board of supervisors, 
and, in case of his absence, on the town clerk; and 
whenever any action or proceeding is commenced, said 
chairman shall attend to the defense thereof, and lay 
before the electors of the town, at the first town meet­
ing, a full statement of such proceedings, for their di­
rection in regard to the defense thereof. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 
99; RRS § 1 1462.] 

45.64.040 Action before justice of peace. No action 
in favor of any town shall be brought before any j ustice 
of the peace residing in such town. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 1 00; 
RRS § 1 1463.] 

45.64.050 Action to recover penalty for trespass. 
Whenever any action is brought to recover a penalty 
imposed for any trespass committed on the lands be­
longing to the town, if it appears on the trial thereof 
that the actual amount of injury to such town lands in 
consequence of such trespass exceeds the sum of twelve 
dollars and fifty cents, then the amount of actual dam­
age with cost of suit shall be recovered in said action, 
instead of any penalty for said trespass imposed by the 
town meeting; and such recovery shall be used as a bar 
to every other action for the same trespass. [ 1 895 c 1 75 
§ 1 0 1 ; RRS § 1 1464.] 

Supervisors to bring actions for trespass: RCW 45.24.040. 

Trespass: Chapter 64.12 RCW. 
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45.64.060 In action over lands court may partition. 
Whenever by decree or decision, in any action or pro­
ceeding brought to settle any controversy in relation to 
town commons or other lands, the common property of 
a town, or for the partition thereof, the rights of any 
town are settled and confirmed, the court in which such 
proceedings are had may partition such lands according 
to the right of parties. [ 1 895 c 175 § 1 02 ;  RRS § 1 1465.] 

Reviser's note: Caption for 1 895 c 175 § 102 reads: "Other actions; 
how regulated." 

Special proceedings-Partition: Chapter 7.52 RCW. 

45.64.070 Judgment against town; how collected. 
When a judgment is recovered against any town, or 
against any town officers, in an action prosecuted by or 
against them in their name of office, no execution shall 
be awarded or issued upon such judgment, but the 
same, unless reversed or stayed on appeal, shall be paid 
by the town treasurer, upon demand and the delivery to 
him of the certified copy of the judgment, if there is 
sufficient money of such town in his hands not other­
wise appropriated. If he fails to do so, he shall be per­
sonally liable for the amount, unless the collection 
thereof is afterward stayed upon appeal. If payment is 
not made within thirty days after the time fixed by law 
for the county treasurer to pay over to the town trea­
surer the money in his hands belonging to such town, 
levied for the purpose of paying such judgment, next 
after the rendition of such judgment, execution may be 
issued on such judgment, but only town property shall 
be liable thereon. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 103; RRS § 1 1466.] 

Enforcement of judgments-Executions: Chapter 6.04 RCW. 

45.64.080 Tax levy to pay judgment. If judgment for 
the recovery of money is rendered against any town, 
and the judgment is not satisfied, or proceedings there­
on stayed by appeal or otherwise, before the next an­
nual meeting of said town, a certified copy of the 
judgment may be presented to said town at said annual 
meeting. The supervisors of the town shall thereupon 
cause the amount due on the judgment, with interest 
from the date of its recovery, to be added to the tax of 
said town, and the same certified to the county auditor, 
and collected as other town taxes are collected. [ 1 895 c 
1 75 § 1 04 ;  RRS § 1 1467.] 

Sections 
45.68.010 
45.68.020 
45.68.030 
45.68.040 
45.68.050 

Guideposts. 

Chapter 45.68 
GUIDEPOSTS 

Supervisors to make report of guideposts. 
Town to determine places for guideposts; penalty. 
Guideposts; how erected and marked. 
Penalty for not maintaining guideposts. 

45.68.010 Guideposts. Every township shall, in the 
manner provided herein, erect and

_ 
m�intain guidei?osts 

on the highways and other ways w1thm the township at 
such places as are necessary or convenient for the di­
rection of travelers. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 1 05 ;  RRS § 1 1468.] 
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45.68.020 Supervisors to make report of guideposts. 
The supervisors shall submit to the electors at every 
annual meeting a report of all the places at which 
guideposts are erected and maintained within the town, 
and of all places at which, in their opinion, they ought 
to be erected and maintained. For each neglect or re­

fusal to make such report, they shall severally forfeit the 
sum of ten dollars. [ 1 895 c 175 § 1 06 ;  RRS § 1 1469.] 

45.68.030 Town to determine places for guideposts; 
penalty. Upon the report of the supervisors, the town 
shall determine the several places at which guideposts 
shall be erected and maintained, which shall be record­
ed in the town records. A town officer who neglects or 
refuses to determine such places and to cause a record 
thereof to be made shall forfeit to the road and bridge 
fund the sum of five dollars for every month during 
which it [he] neglects or refuses so to do; and in such 
case, upon any trial for not erecting or maintaining 
guideposts reported to be necessary or convenient by 
the supervisors, the town shall be estopped from alleg­
ing that such guideposts were not necessary or conve­
nient. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 1 07 ;  RRS § 1 1470.] 

Reviser's note: "road and bridge fund", see note ( l )  following RCW 
45.24.0 10. 

45.68.040 Guideposts; how erected and marked. At 
each of the places determined by the town there shall 
be a substantial post of not less than eight feet in 
height, near the upper end of which shall be placed a 
board, and upon such board shall be plainly and legibly 
painted or otherwise marked the name of the next town 
or place, and such other town or place of note as the 
supervisors think proper, to which each of such roads 
lead, together with the distance or number of miles to 
the same; and also the figure of a hand with the fore­
finger thereof pointed towards the towns or places to 
which said roads lead: Provided, That the inhabitants 
of any town may, at their annual meeting, agree upon 
some suitable substitute for such guideposts. [ 1 895 c 175 
§ 1 08 ;  RRS § 1 147 1 .] 

45.68.050 Penalty for not maintaining guideposts. 
Every town officer who neglects or refuses to erect and 
maintain such guideposts or some suitable substitute 
therefor shall forfeit annually the sum of five dollars for 
every guidepost which he so neglects or refuses to 
maintain, which sum may be sued for and collected by 
any person before any justice of the peace of the proper 
county, and the moneys so collected shall be paid into 
the town treasury for the benefit of the roads and 
bridges of said town. [ 1 895 c 1 75 § 1 09 ;  RRS § 1 1472.] 

Reviser's note: "benefit of the roads and bridges", see note (I)  fol­
lowing RCW 45.24.010. 

Sections 
45.72.010 
45.72.020 
45.72.030 
45.72.040 

Chapter 45.72 
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

Public places for posting notices. 
Conveyances of real estate. 
Former precincts and road districts abolished, etc. 
Payment of outstanding obligations. 



Miscellaneous Provisions 45.72.060 

45.72.050 

45.72.060 

45.72.070 

Payment of outstanding obligations-Tax levy to pay 

obligations. . . . 
Payment of outstanding obligatwns-Collectton of 

tax-Application of pr�eed�. 
Construction of words used m this act. 

45.72.010 Public places for posting notices. At the 
annual town meeting in each year, the legal voters 
present at each meeting shall determine and designate 
three places in the town as public or the most public 
places of such town, and that all legal notices required 
to be posted in three public or the most public places of 
a town shall be posted up at such places at least, and 
they shall make provision for the erection and mainte­
nance of suitable posts on which to post up notices as 
aforesaid, in all places so designated in which there is 
no sufficient natural convenience for that purpose. [ 1 895 
c 175 § 1 10; RRS § 1 1473.] 

Bylaws to be posted: RCW 45.28. 100. 
Fees for posting notices: RCW 45.44.010. 

45.72.020 Conveyances of real estate. Whenever any 
real estate belonging to the town is sold, the convey­
ances thereof shall be executed by the chairman of the 
town board in his official capacity and attested by the 
clerk; and such conveyance, duly witnessed and ac­
knowledged, shall convey to the grantee therein named 
all of the right, title and estate which the town then has 
in the real estate conveyed. [ 1909 c 47 § 1 1 ; RRS § 
1 1483.] 

Powers of towns: RCW 45. 12.020(2). 
Proceedings to be in name of town: RCW 45.12.040. 
Town supervisors-Powers and duties--General-Powers of 

police judge: RCW 45.24.010. 

45.72.030 Former precincts and road districts abol­
ished, etc. In all townships after they become fully or­
ganized under this act, the election precinct or 
precincts, and road district or· districts theretofore orga­
nized by the county commissioners shall be abolished, 
and election precincts and road districts shall be estab­
lished as provided in this act; and there shall be no 
election for road overseers in the December following 
the general election at which township organization is 
voted, but the road overseers then holding office shall 
continue to hold their offices till the township road 
overseers have been elected or appointed and qualified. 
Mter townships have been organized, justices of the 
peace and constables shall not be elected at general 
elections, but at town meetings as herein provided. The 
assessment of property in any town made last before 
any township has been organized shall remain and con­
tinue in force till the next assessment has been made by 
the township assessor. The county assessor shall not as­
sess any property within the limits of an organized 
township, and the assessment of property made by the 
township assessors shall have the same force and effect, 
when reviewed by the town board of review, as the as­
sessment of property now made by county assessors, 
and shall be acted on and equalized by the county 
board of equalization as required by law. [ 1 895 c 175 § 
1 16 ;  RRS § 1 1479.] 

Reviser's note: (I) "this act", see note following RCW 45.08.020. 

(2) "road districts", ''road overseers", see note ( I)  following RCW 
45.24.010. 

Offlce of township assessor abolished: Chapter 45.54 RCW. 

45.72.040 Payment of outstanding obligations. 
Whenever any county has heretofore, or shall hereafter, 
adopt and take upon itself township organization and 
government under the provisions of any law passed 
pursuant to the provisions of section 4, Article XI of the 
Constitution of this state, authorizing such organization 
and government, and at the time of the adoption of 
such form of government there shall exist against any 
road district in such county, previously created and de­
fined by the commissioners of such county, any obliga­
tions for debts incurred in the construction or repair of 
any roads or bridges in such road district, such change 
in the government of said county shall not in any way 
affect such existing obligations of any such road dis­
trict; but all such obligations shall remain and consti­
tute a valid charge upon and against all of the taxable 
property included within the territorial limits of such 
road district as it existed at the time of the adoption of 
such township organization for the full amount of all of 
said obligations. For the purposes of this act, the terri­
tory which comprised said road district shall thereafter 
comprise and constitute a road tax district of said 
county, and said road tax district shall be designated by 
a like number by which said road district was thereto­
fore known. [ 1 9 1 1 c 1 3  § I ;  RRS § 1 1480.] 

Reviser's note: "this act", 19 1 1 c 13, is codified as RCW 45.72.040 
through 45.72.060. 

Town taxes and charges: Chapter 45.56 RCW. 

45.72.050 Payment of outstanding obligations­
Tax levy to pay obligations. There shall be levied annu­
ally at the same time the levy for general county taxes is 
made, and by the officers levying the said county tax, a 
tax of not more than one dollar and twenty-five cents 
per thousand dollars of assessed value on all taxable 
property within the territorial limits of every such road 
district as the same existed at the time of the adoption 
of such township organization for the payment of and 
until the full amount of all indebtedness, together with 
all accrued and accruing interest thereon, existing 
against any such road district, shall have been paid in 
full. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 1 95 § 45 ; 1 9 1 1 c 13 § 2; RRS § 
1 148 1 .] 

Severability-Effective dates and termination �­
tion-1973 1st ex.s. e 195: See notes following RCW 84.52.043. 

Property taxes-Levy of taxes: Chapter 84.52 RCW. 

45.72.060 Payment of outstanding obligations­
Collection of tax--Application of proceeds. The tax 
levied, as provided for in RCW 45.72.050, shall be ex­
tended upon the tax rolls of the county, and shall be 
collected by the county treasurer of said county at the 
same time and in the same manner as other taxes are 
collected, and said treasurer shall credit to the proper 
road tax district all sums collected from any such levy, 
and all sums so collected shall by the said treasurer be 
applied to the payment, in the order of their issue, of 
the outstanding warrants against the road district for 
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the indebtedness of which said levy was made. [ 1 9 1 1 c 
1 3  § 3 ;  RRS § 1 1482.] 

Property taxes--Collection of taxes: Chapter 84.56 RCW. 

45.72.070 Construction of words used in this act. In 
this act the words town and township are used with the 
same meaning, and are used to designate a township 
organized under this act, unless the contrary appears 
from the context; and whenever the word oath is used, 
it shall be understood to mean oath or affirmation. 

The word tax means special taxes raised by special 
assessments and other forms of taxation authorized by 
law except ad valorem property taxes. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 243 
§ 6; 1909 c 47 § 10 ;  1 895 c 1 75 § 1 1 5 ;  RRS § 1 1478.) 

Reviser's note: "this act", see note following RCW 45.08.020. 

Severability-1969 ex.s. c 243: See note following RCW 
45.82.010. 

Chapter 45.76 
DISORGANIZATION OF TOWNSHIPS 

Sections 
45.76.020 
45.76.030 
45.76.040 
45.76.050 
45.76.060 
45.76.070 
45.76.080 
45.76.090 
45.76 . 100 

Proceedings for disorganization-Petition for election. 
Petition--Canvass by auditor. 
Election-Notice-Precincts. 
Election-Ballots. 
Election--Conduct. 
Order of disorganization-Receiver. 
Powers of receiver. 
Tax levy to pay obligations. 
Final account-Disposition of remaining funds­

Order of dissolution. 

45.76.020 Proceedings for disorganization--Peti­
tion for election. Proceedings for disorganization of a 
township may be commenced by petition for an elec­
tion therein upon the question. A petition for such 
election shall be filed with the county auditor. It must 
be signed by registered voters residing within the town­
ship sufficient in number to equal twenty percent of the 
vote of the township at the last general election. [ 1951  c 
1 73 § 1 .] 

45.76.030 Petition--Canvass by auditor. The 
county auditor shall canvass the petition for an election 
to vote upon the question of disorganization: 

( 1 )  By ascertaining the number of votes cast at the 
last general election by persons residing within such 
township; and 

(2) By ascertaining by comparison whether the hand­
writing of each signer on the petition and on the regis­
tration card bearing his name were made by the same 
person. [ 1 95 1 c 1 73 § 2.] 

45.76.040 Election--Notice-Precincts. If the 
number of valid signatures on the petition are sufficient, 
the county auditor shall fix a date for holding the elec­
tion and give at least twenty days' notice thereof. No­
tices of elections shall contain a statement of the 
purpose for which the election is called, the time at 
which it will be held and the location of the voting 
place or voting places. Regular voting precincts may be 
divided or combined, or both. The notices shall be 
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posted in ten of the most public places within the 
township sought to be disorganized. [ 1 95 1  c 1 73 § 3.] 

45.76.050 Election--Ballots. Ballots for elections 
to be held under the provisions of this chapter shall 
have printed thereon the words "for disorganization'' 
on one line, followed by a printed square bounded on 
all sides by a line one quarter of an inch long, and the 
words "against disorganization" on another line, fol­
lowed by a similar printed square. At the top of the 
ballot shall appear directions to the voter advising him 
to place a cross in the square opposite the decision of 
his choice, or words to that effect. ( 1 95 1  c I 73 § 4.] 

45.76.060 Election-Conduct. Elections held un­
der the provisions of this chapter shall be conducted by 
the county auditor and canvassed by the county elec­
tion board conformable as nearly as practicable to the 
requirements for conducting and canvassing the returns 
of general elections. [ 195 1 c 1 73 § 5.] 

Elections--Canvassing the returns: Chapter 29.62 RCW. 

Elections---()enerally: Title 29 RCW. 

45.76.070 Order of disorganization--Receiver. If, 
in an election held under the provisions of this chapter, 
a majority of the votes cast thereat favor disorganiza­
tion, the county auditor shall certify the results to the 
presiding judge of the superior court for the county, 
who shall enter an order of disorganization and shall 
appoint the chairman of the board of county commis­
sioners who shall act as receiver to wind up the affairs 
of the disorganized township. [ 1 95 I c 1 73 § 6.] 

45.76.080 Powers of receiver. The chairman of the 
board of county commissioners shall take possession of 
all the property, moneys, vouchers, records and books 
of the former township, including those in any manner 
pertaining to its business, and proceed to wind up its 
affairs. He shall have the right to sue and be sued in all 
cases necessary or proper for the purpose of winding up 
the affairs of the former township. He is authorized to 
sell at public auction, after such public notice as the 
s�eriff is required to give as to property sold on execu­
tton, all

_ 
the property of the former township, except 

such as ts necessary for his use in winding up its affairs. 
Any personal property may be sold for cash. Real 
property may be sold for all cash or for one-half cash 
and defened payments, the last payment not to be later 
t�an one year from date of sale. Title shall not pass un­
til all deferred payments have been fully paid. [ 1951  c 
1 73 § 7.] 

Executions: Chapter 6.04 RCW. 

45.76.090 Tax levy to pay obligations. In the same 
manner and to the same extent as the proper authorities 
of the former township could have done had it not been 
disorganized, the chairman of the board of county 
commissioners may be authorized by the court when 
necessary to levy taxes on all taxable property therein, 
to receive the taxes when collected and to apply them 
together with the proceeds arising from any sales of 
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property to the extinguishment of the obligations of the 
former township. ( 1 95 1  c 1 73 § 8.] 

Town taxes and charges: Chapter 45.56 RCW. 

45.76.100 Final account--Disposition of remaining 
funds--Order of dissolution. Upon the payment of all 
lawful demands against the former township, the chair­
man of the board of county commissioners shall file a 
final account, together with all vouchers, with the clerk 
of the superior court and pay any funds remaining in 
his hands to the county treasurer to be placed to the 
credit of any school district or districts within whose 
boundaries the township is located, said money to be 
prorated to such school districts in proportion to their 
share of assessed value of the real estate located there­
in: Provided, That if within one hundred eighty days 
after the execution of the order of dissolution any city 
or town is incorporated within the boundaries of the 
dissolved township, such remaining funds shall be di­
vided between the operating fund of such city or town 
and said school district or districts in the proportion 
that the assessed valuation of the territory included 
within the boundaries of the city or town bears to the 
assessed valuation of the entire property lying within 
the boundaries of the dissolved township. Upon the ap­
proval by the court of said final account the court shall 
sign proper orders dissolving such township. [ 1 957 c 65 
§ 1 ;  1 95 1  c 1 73 § 9.] 

Chapter 45.80 
COUNTY-WIDE DISORGANIZATION OF 

TOWNSHIPS 
Sections 
45.80.010 Proceedings for disorganization-Resolution directing 

45.80.020 
45.80.030 
45.80.040 
45.80.050 
45.80.060 

election. 
Election-Date. 
Election---Conduct and canvass. 
Election--Order of disorganization-Receiver. 
Powers and duties of receiver. 
Tax levy by disorganized township barred-Levy to 

extinguish obligations. 
45.80.070 Final account-Payment of demands-Disposition 

of funds-Order of dissolution-Transfer of cem­
etery properties. 

45.80.080 Vesting of property-Management, conditions. 
45.80.090 Tax levy by fire protection district when township disor­

ganized and no longer making a levy. 
45.80. 100 Chapter additional to other laws. 

County-wide disorganization election: RCW 45.82.010(2). 

45.80.010 Proceedings for disorganization--Reso­
lution directing election. Proceedings for the disorgani­
zation of the township organization of a county may be 
commenced by the board of county commissioners 
through its filing a resolution with the county auditor 
directing that there be an election by the voters of the 
county upon the question. [ 1 96 1  c 53 § I .] 

45.80.020 Election--Date. Upon the filing of the 
resolution the county auditor shall fix a date for holding 
an election thereon which may be either a special or 
general election date set not later than the general elec­
tion next succeeding the filing of the resolution in the 
office of the county auditor. [ 1 96 1  c 53 § 2.] 

45.80.030 Election--Conduct and canvass. Elec­
tions held under the provisions of this chapter shall be 
conducted by the county auditor and canvassed by the 
county election board in the manner provided by law 
for the conducting and canvassing of returns of general 
elections within the county. [ 1 96 1  c 53 § 3.] 

Canvassing election returns: Chapter 29.62 RCW. 
Elections generally: Title 29 RCW. 

45.80.040 Election-Order of disorganization-­
Receiver. If a majority of the votes cast upon the ques­
tion favor disorganization of the township system of the 
county, the county auditor shall certify the results to the 
presiding judge of the superior court for the county, 
who shall enter an order of disorganization effective 
December 3 1 st of that year and shall appoint the chair­
man of the board of county commissioners to act as re­
ceiver to wind up the affairs of the disorganized 
township. [ 1 96 1 c 53 § 4.] 

45.80.050 Powers and duties of receiver. The chair­
man of the board of county commissioners shall take 
possession of all the property, moneys, vouchers, re­
cords and books of the townships of the county, in­
cluding those in any manner pertaining to its business, 
and proceed to wind up their affairs. He shall have the 
right to sue and be sued in all cases necessary or proper 
for the purpose of winding up the affairs of the town­
ships. He is authorized to sell at public auction, after 
such public notice as the sheriff is required to give as to 
property sold on execution, all the property of the 
former townships, except property granted under the 
provisions of RCW 45.80.080. [ 1 96 1  c 53 § 5.] 

Executions generaJJy: Chapter 6.04 RCW. 

45.80.060 Tax levy by disorganized township 
barred-Levy to extinguish obligations. A township 
ordered disorganized by the court will not after the ef­
fective date of the order of disorganization levy any tax. 
However, the chairman of the board of county com­
missioners may be authorized by the court, when nec­
essary for the extinguishment of the obligations of the 
township, to levy taxes on all taxable property therein, 
to receive the taxes when collected and to apply them, 
together with the proceeds arising from any sales of 
property, to the extinguishment of the obligations of the 
townships. [ 1 96 1  c 53 § 6.] 

45.80.070 Final account--Payment of de-
mands--Disposition of funds-Order of dissolu­
tion--Transfer of cemetery properties. When an 
election has resulted in an affirmative vote to disorga­
nize the townships in a county, the chairman of the 
board of county commissioners shall take the following 
actions in the order indicated: 

First, he shall pay all lawful demands against the 
townships, and then file a final account together with all 
vouchers, with the clerk of the superior court; 

Second, if prior to the election a tax levy has been 
made by one or more of the townships, for collection 
the year following the election, and if a pro rata reduc­
tion has been caused in the levy of any junior taxing 
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district in the county which would [not] have been re­
quired had the township made no levy, the chairman 
shall order the county treasurer to collect the township 
levy and to disburse to the junior taxing district whose 
levy was reduced by proration the sum of money by 
which its levy was so reduced; if the township levy is 
not sufficient for such payments, any available funds to 
the credit of the township shall be so paid; 

Third, the chairman shall pay any remaining town­
ship funds to the county treasurer to be deposited to the 
credit of the several taxing districts of the county (ex­
cept the state and county) in the following allocations :  
Each such taxing district of the county shall receive a 
share that bears the same proportion to the total 
amount as its assessed valuation within the township 
times its authorized levy last in process of collection 
(excepting excess levies) bears to the total assessed val­
uation of such taxing districts within the township times 
the total authorized levy (excepting excess levies) of 
such districts. Upon approval by the court of said final 
account the court shall sign proper orders dissolving 
said township ; 

Fourth, he shall transfer all cemetery properties, fa­
cilities, and funds, real and personal, together with all 
funds designated or intended for endowment care, per­
petual care, or similar purposes to the cemetery author­
ity succeeding to the operation and maintenance of 
such cemetery. All gifts and donations shall be applied 
strictly according to the requirements stipulated by the 
donor. Where donor has not otherwise specified, such 
funds shall be presumed to be endowment care funds 
within the meaning of chapter 68.44 RCW, and are to 
be devoted exclusively to the care, improvement, or 
embellishment of the cemetery or such other purposes 
authorized by RCW 68.40.060. [ 1 97 1 c 19 § 3 ;  196 1  c 53 
§ 7.] 

45.80.080 Vesting of property--Management, con­
ditions. Cemetery real property, buildings, and the fur­
nishings and equipment used in connection with the 
operation of a cemetery shall pass to the cemetery au­
thority succeeding to the control, management, and op­
eration of the cemetery. All other real property, 
buildings, and the furnishings and equipment used in 
connection with buildings owned by the township shall 
pass to the county in fee upon the effective date of the 
order of disorganization. Such property, as all other 
county property, shall be managed and controlled by 
the board of county commissioners: Provided, That the 
board shall for at least five years maintain and operate 
township meeting halls for community and public use. 
[ 1 97 1  c 19 § 4; 1 96 1  c 53 § 8.) 

45.80.090 Tax levy by fire protection district when 
township disorganized and no longer making a levy. See 
RCW 52. 16. 1 60. 

45.80. 100 Chapter additional to other laws. This 
chapter shall not be construed to repeal, amend or 
modify any law heretofore enacted providing a method 
of township disorganization in this state, but shall be 
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held to be an additional and concurrent method pro­
viding for such purpose. [ 1 96 1  c 53 § 1 0.] 

Sections 

Chapter 45.82 
AD VALOREM TAXES--SPECIAL 

ASSESSMENTS--GIFfS-­
DISORGANIZATION ELECTION 

45.82.010 Ad valorem taxes prohibited--Special assessments au-
thorized, procedure---Gifts and grants-Disorga­
nization election. 

45.82.020 Levy of property taxes by county commissioners. 

45.82.010 Ad valorem taxes prohibited--Special 
assessments authorized, procedure--Gifts and 
grants--Disorganization election. ( 1 )  Hereafter no 
township shall assess or levy any ad valorem taxes upon 
property. Townships may levy and collect special as­
sessments upon property specially benefited by im­
provements constructed by such townships under their 
general powers. The procedure for the making of such 
improvements and the levying and collecting of such 
assessments shall, insofar as applicable, be the same as 
that prescribed for fire protection districts under chap­
ter 52.20 RCW. A township may also receive and ex­
pend gifts and grants from any source for strictly 
township purposes. 

(2) The county auditor of each county which contains 
one or more townships shall prior to January 1 ,  1 970, 
fix a date for holding an election which may be either a 
special or general election at which election the voters 
of the county shall determine whether all township or­
ganizations within the county shall or shall not be dis­
organized. If a majority of votes cast upon the question 
favor disorganization of the township system of the 
county, the ensuing disorganization shall be conducted 
pursuant to RCW 45.80.040, 45.80.050, 45.80.060, 45-
.80.070 and 45 .80.080: Provided, That nothing con­
tained in subsection ( l ) of this section shall limit the 
authority of the county commissioners when authorized 
by the court from levying ad valorem taxes upon real 
property and using the proceeds therefrom in order to 
extinguish the obligations of townships disorganized 
pursuant to this subsection or pursuant to the provi­
sions of chapter 45.80 RCW. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 243 § 1 .] 

&:ve�bility-1969 ex.s. c 243: "If any provision of this act, or its 
apphcatwn to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remain­
der of the act, or the application of the provision to other persons or 
circumstances is not affected." [ 1969 ex.s. c 243 § 8.] 

This applies to RCW 45.82.010  and 45.82.020, the 1%9 amend­
ments to RCW 45. 12. 100, 45.56.040, 45.72.070, 52. 16. 1 60  and to the 
repeal of RCW 45.56.020, 45.56.030, 45.56.060, 45.60.010, 45.60.030 
and 45.60.040. 

County-wide disorganization election: RCW 45.80.020. 

45.82.020 Levy of property taxes by county commis­
sioners. Any township which at the time that this 1969 
amendatory act takes effect has outstanding obligations 
in excess of anticipated receipts from sources other than 
general tax levies for the next ensuing year may certify 
the same to the board of county commissioners and the 
board shall levy taxes on the property within the town­
ship at the rates which the township would have been 
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per�itted to levy except for this 1969 amendatory a�t 
unttl such obligations have been extinguished, and unttl 
such time such dollar rate levy will take precedence 
over any additional dollar rates of fire protection dis­
tricts under this 1 969 amendatory act. [ 1973 1 st ex.s. c 
195 § 46; 1969 ex.s. c 243 § 3.] 

Reviser's note: (I ) The effective date of 1969 ex.s. c 243 was August 
I I ,  1969. 

(2) "this 1969 amendatory act" ( 1969 ex.s. c 243] consists of RCW 
45.82.010, 45.82.020, 45.1 2. 100, 45.56.040, 45.72.070, 52. 16. 1 60, and 
the repeal of RCW 45.56.020, 45.56.030, 45.56.060, 45.60.010, 45.60-
.030 and 45.60.040. 

Severabillty-EO'ective dates and termination dates---Construe· 
tioo--1973 1st ex.s. c 195: See notes following RCW 84.52.043, 

45.82.020 
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TITLE 46 

MOTOR VEHICLES 

Chapters 

46.01 
46.04 
46.08 
46.09 
46.10 
46.12 
46.16 
46.20 
46.21 
46.29 
46.32 
46.37 
46.38 
46.44 
46.48 
46.52 
46.61 
46.64 
46.65 
46.68 
46.70 

46.72 
46.76 
46.79 
46.80 
46.81 
46.82 
46.83 
46.85 

46.86 

46.88 

46.98 

Department of motor vehicles. 
Definitions. 
General provisions. 
All-terrain vehicles. 
Snowmobiles. 
Certificates of ownership and registration. 
Vehicle licenses. 
Drivers' licenses--ldenticards. 
Driver license compact. 
Financial responsibility. 
VehicJe inspection. 
VebicJe lighting and other equipment. 
Vehicle equipment safety compact. 
Size, weight, load. 
Safety. 
Accidents-Reports-Abandoned vehicles. 
Rules of the road. 
Enforcement. 
W asbington habitual traffic offenders act. 
Disposition of revenue. 
Unfair motor vehicle business practices-

Dealers' and salesmen's licenses. 
Transportation of passengers in for hire vehicles. 
Motor vehicle transporters. 
Hulk haulers' or scrap processors' licenses. 
Motor vehicle wreckers. 
Traffic safety education courses. 
Drivers' training schools. 
Traffic schools. 
Reciprocal or proportional registration of 

vehicles. 
Interstate commercial vehicles-Single cab 

cards. 
Out-of-state commercial vehicles-Intrastate 

permits. 
Construction. 

Reviser's note: Throughout Title 46 RCW: (I) "department of li­
censes" and "director of licenses" have been changed to "department 
of motor vehicles" and "director of motor vehicles" by authority of 
chapter 1 56, Laws of 1965 (chapter 46.01 RCW) which transferred the 
powers, duties and functions of the department and director of li­
censes to the department and director of motor vehicles; (2) "state tax 
commission" has been changed to "state department of revenue" by 
authority of 1967 ex.s. c 26 § 3; (3) ''joint committee on highways, 
streets and bridges" has been changed to "legislative transportation 
committee" by authority of RCW 44.40.010; (4) "public service com­
mission" bas been changed to "utilities and transportation commis­
sion" by authority of 1961 c 290 § 1 .  

Abandoned junk motor vehicles: RCW 46.52. 145 through 46.52. 160. 

Aircraft and airman regulations: Chapter 14. 16 RCW. 

Aircraft dealers: Chapter 14.20 RCW. 

Ambulances and drivers: RCW 70.54.060, 70.54.065. 
Antifreeze vending: Chapter 19.04 RCW. 
Auto transportation companies: Title 81 RCW. 
Bicycles, regulation by cities: Chapter 35. 75 RCW. 
Crimes 

carrying pistol in vehicle: RCW 9.41.050-9.41.070. 
defacement of motor serial number: RCW 9.54.030. 
driving while intoxicated while engaged in occupational duties: 

RCW 9.91.020. 
firearms in vehicle: RCW 77. 16.250, 77. 16.280. 
injury to property: RCW 9.61.010, 9.61.040. 
larceny: Chapter 9.54 RCW. 

Explosives, regulation: Chapter 70.74 RCW. 
Fireworks, regulation, transportation: Chapter 70. 77 RCW. 
Highway funds, use, constitutional limitations: State Constitution Art. 

2 § 40 (Amendment 18). 
House trailer excise tax: Chapter 82.50 RCW. 
Hulk haulers' or scrap processors ' licenses: Chapter 46.79 RCW. 
Juveniles, court to forward record to director of motor vehicles: RCW 

13.04. 120. 
Liens for towing, transportation or storage of motor vehicles: RCW 

46.52. 1 1 1, 46.52. 1 14. 
Limited access highways, violations: RCW 47.52. 120. 
Marine employee commission: Chapter 47.64 R CW. 
Motor boat regulation: Chapter 88. 12 RCW. 
Motor vehicle excise tax: Chapter 82.44 RCW. 
Motor vehicle fuel tax: Chapter 82.36 RCW. 
Motor vehicle fund income from United States securities--Exemp-

tion from reserve fund requirement: RCW 43.84.095. 
Motor vehicle, use tax: Chapter 82. 12 RCW. 
State patrol: Chapter 43.43 RCW. 
Toll bridge authority: Chapters 47.56, 47.60 RCW. 
Traffic control at work sites: RCW 47.36.200-47.36.230. 
Traffic safety commission: Chapter 43.59 RCW. 

Chapter 46.01 
DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEIDCLES 

Sections 
46.01.010 
46.01 .020 
46.01 .030 

46.01 .040 

46.01 .050 

46.01 .055 
46.01 .060 

46.01 .070 

46.01.080 

Purpose. 
Department created--Powers, duties and jurisdiction. 
Department to administer and recommend improvement 

of certain motor vehicle laws. 
Powers, duties and functions of director of licenses relat­

ing to motor vehicle laws vested in department. 
Other powers, duties and functions of director, depart­

ment and division of professional licensing transfen;ed 
to business and professional administration--Divi­
sions created. 

Business and professions administration--Supervision. 
Transfer of property, records, funds, appropriations, etc., 

of department of licenses. 
Functions performed by state patrol as agent for direc­

tor of licenses transferred to department. 
Functions performed by state patrol as agent for direc­

tor of licenses transferred to department--Transfer 
of certain property, records, funds, etc., of state patrol 
to department--Segregation. 

(Tide 46--p 11 
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46.01 .090 
46.01 . 100 
46.0 1 . 1 1 0  
46.0 1 . 120 

46.0 1 . 1 30 

46.0 1 . 140 

46.0 1 . 1 50 
46.0 1 . 1 60  
46.0 1 . 1 70 
46.0 1 . 1 80 
46.0 1 . 1 90  

46.01 .200 

46.01 .230 

46.01 .250 
46.01 .260 
46.01 .270 
46.01 .290 

Director--Appointment--Qualifications. 
Organization of department. 
Rules and regulations. 
Rules and regulations---Continuation of rules and reg­

ulations of director of licenses. 
Powers of department and director--Personnel­

Appointment of county auditors as agents. 
County auditors, others, as agents of director--Dispo-

sition of application fees. 
Branch offices. 
Forms for applications, licenses and certificates. 
Seal. 
Oaths and acknowledgments. 
Designation of state patrol as agent for surrender of 

drivers' licenses. 
Transfer of employees of department of licenses and 

state patrol to department--Applicability of civil 
service law. 

Payment of licenses, certificates, taxes and fees by check 
or money order authorized--Regulations. 

Certified copies of records--Fee. 
Destruction of records by director. 
Destruction of records by county auditor. 
Director to make annual reports to governor--

Contents. 

Director of state lottery, commission, department to provide oflice, 
administrative and legal services for--Payment: RCW 67.67.020. 

Extension of licensing period authorized--Rules and regulations, 
manner and content: RCW 43.24. 140. 

Gambling commission, administrator and staff for: RCW 9.46.080. 

Interstate commercial vehicles, single cab cards: Chapter 46.86 RCW. 

46.01.010 Purpose. Due to the tremendous increase 
in motor vehicles on our highways and the attendant 
tragic death and accident tolls, the effective regulation 
and control of motor vehicles and drivers is now a ma­
jor state responsibility. 

It is the purpose of this chapter to establish a depart­
ment of state government to be known as the depart­
ment of motor vehicles, vested with the power and 
charged with the responsibility for efficiently adminis­
tering the motor vehicle laws of this state. [ 1965 c 1 56 § 
1 .] 

Reviser's note: The language "this amendatory act" appearing in 
the second paragraph of 1 965 c 1 56 § 1 has been changed to "this 
chapter". "This amendatory act" consists of this chapter, the 1 965 
amendments to RCW 43. 17.010, 43.17.020, and the 1 965 amendments 
to RCW 46.08. 140, 46.08.090 and 46.08. 1 00, recodified herein pursu­
ant to legislative directive as RCW 46.0l . l 1 0, 46.0 1 . 1 30 and 46.01 . 140, 
respectively. 

Elfedive date--1965 c 156: "The effective date of this amendato­
ry act shall be July l ,  1 965." [ 1 965 c 1 56 § 24.] See above reviser's 
note for application of this section. 

46.01 .020 Department created--Powers, duties and 
jurisdiction. ( 1 )  A department of the government of this 
state to be known as the "department of motor vehi­
cles" is hereby created. 

(2) The department shall succeed to and is hereby 
vested with all powers, duties and jurisdiction relating 
to motor vehicles now vested in the director of licenses. 
[ 1 965 c 1 56 § 2.] 

Powers, duties and functions of department of motor vehicles as to 
licensure of businesses, professions, etc., and regulation of securi­
ties: Chapter 43.24 RCW. 

(Trtle � 2) 

46�0 1 .030 Department to administer and recommend 
improvement of certain motor vehicle laws. The depart­
ment shall be responsible for administering and recom­
mending the improvement of the motor vehicle laws of 
this state relating to: 

( 1 )  driver examining and licensing; 
(2) driver improvement; 
(3) driver records; 
(4) financial responsibility ; 
(5) certificates of ownership; 
(6) certificates of license registration and license 

plates; 
(7) proration and reciprocity; 
(8) liquid fuel tax collections;  
(9) licensing of dealers, motor vehicle transporters, 

motor vehicle wreckers, for hire vehicles, and drivers' 
schools ;  

( 10) general highway safety promotion i n  cooperation 
with the Washington state patrol and state safety 
council ; 

( 1 1 )  such other activities as the legislature may pro­
vide. [ 1 965 c 1 56 § 3.] 

Reviser's note: Chapter 43.60 RCW, the state safety council, was 
repealed by 1 967 ex.s. c 147 § 1 5. For provisions relating to the 
transfer of powers and duties to the traffic safety commission, see 
chapter 43.59 RCW. 

46.01.040 Powers, duties and functions of director of 
licenses relating to motor vehicle laws vested in depart­
ment. The department of motor vehicles is vested with 
all powers, functions, and duties of the director of li­
censes with respect to and including the following: 

( 1 )  the motor vehicle fuel excise tax as provided in 
chapter 82.36 RCW; 

(2) the use fuel tax as provided in *chapter 82.40 
RCW; 

(3) the motor vehicle excise tax as provided in chap­
ter 82.44 RCW; 

(4) the house trailer excise tax as provided in chapter 
82.50 RCW; 

(5) all general powers and duties relating to motor 
vehicles as provided in chapter 46.08 RCW; 

(6) certificates of ownership and registration as pro­
vided in chapters 46. 1 2  and 46. 1 6  RCW; 

(7) the registration and licensing of motor vehicles as 
provided in chapters 46. 12  and 46. 1 6  RCW; 

(8) dealers' licenses as provided in chapter 46.70 
RCW; 

(9) the licensing of motor vehicle transporters as pro­
vided in chapter 46.76 RCW; 

( 1 0) the licensing of motor vehide wreckers as pro­
vided in chapter 46.80 RCW; 

( 1 1 )  the administration of the laws relating to the 
highway user tax structure as provided in **chapter 46-
.84 RCW; 

( 12) the licensing of passenger vehicles for hire as 
provided in chapter 46.72 RCW; 

( 13) operators' licenses as provided in chapter 46.20 
RCW; 

( 14) commercial driver training schools as provided 
in chapter 46.82 RCW; 
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( 1 5) financial responsibility as provided in chapter 
46.29 RCW; 

( 1 6) accident reporting as provided in chapter 46.52 
RCW; 

( 17) disposition of revenues as provided in chapter 
46.68 RCW; and 

( 1 8) the administration of all other laws relating to 
motor vehicles now vested in the director of licenses. 
[ 1965 c 1 56 § 4.] 

Reviser's note: *Chapter 82.40 RCW was repealed by 197 1  ex.s. c 
175 § 33. For provisions relating to taxation of special fuels, see 
chapter 82.38 RCW. 

**Chapter 46.84 RCW was repealed by 1963 c 106 § 32. For provi­
sions relating to reciprocal or proportional registration, see chapter 
46.85 RCW. 

46.01.050 Other powers, duties and functions of di­
rector, department and division of professional licensing 
transferred to business and professional administra­
tion--Divisions created. All powers, functions and 
duties now vested by law in the director of licenses or 
the department of licenses or in the division of profes­
sional licensing in the department of motor vehicles, 
other than those enumerated in RCW 46.01 .040, shall 
be transferred to the business and professional adminis­
tration hereby created consisting of the divisions of se­
curities, real estate, and professional licensing, within 
the department of motor vehicles. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 28 1 § 34; 
1965 c 1 56 § 5.] 

Delegation of authority to division of professional licensing: RCW 
43.24.024. 

Powers, duties and functions of director of licenses pursuant to li­
censing of businesses and professions and the regulation of securi­
ties vested in director of motor vehicles: RCW 43.24.022. 

46.01 .055 Business and professions administra­
tion--Supervision. The director of motor vehicles 
shall appoint and deputize an assistant director of busi­
ness and professions administration, who shall have 
charge and supervision of the business and professions 
administration. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 28 1 § 35;  1 967 c 32 § 1 1 7. ]  

46.01.060 Transfer of property, records, funds, ap­
propriations, etc., of department of licenses. On July I ,  
1 965, all records, books, accounts, equipment, funds, 
appropriations, and all other property, real, personal, 
and mixed now or hereafter held by the department of 
licenses shall be transferred to the department of motor 
vehicles. [ 1 965 c 1 56 § 6.] 

46.01.070 Functions performed by state patrol as 
agent for director of licenses transferred to department. 
Functions named in RCW 46.01 .030 which have here­
tofore been performed by the state patrol as agent of 
the director of licenses shall be performed by the de­
partment of motor vehicles after June 30, 1 965. [ 1965 c 
1 56 § 7.] 

46.01 .080 Functions performed by state patrol as 
agent for director of licenses transferred to depart­
ment--Transfer of certain property, records, funds, 
etc., of state patrol to department--Segregation. On 
July 1 ,  1965, all records, books, accounts, equipment, 

funds and all other personal property now or hereafter 
held for the use of the Washington state patrol in per­
forming driver licensing and driver improvement func­
tions shall be transferred to the possession and control 
of the department of motor vehicles. In all cases where 
any question shall arise as to the proper custody of any 
such property or pending business, the governor shall 
determine the question. 

Such property used jointly for driver licensing and 
driver improvement functions, and enforcement func­
tions of the Washington state patrol shall be segregated 
between the department of motor vehicles and the 
Washington state patrol as shall be determined by the 
governor. [ 1 965 c 1 56 § 8.] 

46.01 .090 Director--Appointment--Qualifica­
tions. The department shall be under the control of an 
executive officer to be known as the director of motor 
vehicles. He shall be appointed by the governor, with 
the consent of the senate, and hold office at the pleasure 
of the governor. The director shall be selected with spe­
cial reference to his experience, capacity and interest in 
the field of motor vehicle administration or highway 
safety. [ 1 965 c 1 56 § 9.] 

Appointment of director: RCW 43. 1 7.020. 
Authority of director: RCW 43.24.010. 

46.01.100 Organization of department. The director 
shall organize the department in such manner as he 
may deem necessary properly to segregate and conduct 
the work of the department effectively. [ 1965 c 1 56 § 
10.]  

46.0 1 . 1 10 Rules and regulations. The director of 
motor vehicles is hereby authorized to adopt and en­
force such reasonable rules and regulations as may be 
consistent with and necessary to carry out the provi­
sions relating to vehicle licenses, certificates of owner­
ship and license registration and drivers' licenses not in 
conflict with the provisions of Title 46 RCW. [ 1 965 c 
1 56 § 1 1 ;  1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.08. 140. Prior: 1 937 c 1 88 § 79; 
RRS § 63 1 2-79. Formerly RCW 46.08. 140.] 

46.01.120 Rules and regulations---Continuation of 
rules and regulations of director of licenses. The lawfully 
adopted rules and regulations of the director of licenses 
in effect on June 30, 1965 shall continue to have full 
force and effect and be applicable until superseded by, 
or repealed by, rules and regulations lawfully adopted 
by the director of motor vehicles. Any references in 
such rules and regulations to the director of licenses 
shall be considered to be references to the director of 
motor vehicles. [ 1 965 c 1 56 § 1 2.] 

46.01.130 Powers of department and director-­
Personnel--Appointment of county auditors as agents. 
The department of motor vehicles shall have the general 
supervision and control of the issuing of vehicle licenses 
and vehicle license number plates and shall have the 
tull power to do all things necessary and proper to car­
ry out the provisions of the law relating to the licensing 
of vehicles ; the director shall have the power to appoint 

(Title � 3) 
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and employ deputies, assistants and representatives, and 
such cl�rks as may be required from time to time, and 
to provtde for t?eir operation in different parts of the 
state, and the �uector shall have the power to appoint 
the cou�ty auditors of the several counties as his agents 
for the licensing of vehicles. [ 1973 c 103 § 2 ;  1971  ex.s. c 
23 1 § 8; 1 965 c 1 56 § 1 3 ;  196 1  c 1 2  § 46.08.090. Prior: 
1937 c 1 88 § 26; RRS § 63 1 2-26; prior: 1 92 1  c 96 § 3, 
part; 1 9 1 7  c 1 55 § 2, part; 1 9 1 5  c 1 42 § 3, part. For­
merly RCW 46.08.090.] 

Severability-1973 c 103: "If any provision of this 1 973 amenda­
�ory 

_
act, or its application to any person or circumstance is held 

mvalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the provision to 
othe� persons or circumstances is not affected." [ 1973 c 103 § 9.] This 
applies to the amendments to RCW 46.01 . 130, 46.01 . 140, 46.68.030, 
82.50.902, 46. 16. 104, 46.16.106 and to the repeal of RCW 46.01 .300, 
46. 16.5 10--46. 16.550 by 1973 c 103. 

Effective date--1971 ex.s. c 231: "(1) Sections 1 through 7 of this 
1971 amendatory act shall take effect on January 1 ,  1972. 

(2) Sections 8 through 23 of this 1 97 1  amendatory act shall take ef­
fect on January 1 ,  1973." [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 231 § 24.) Sections 1 through 7 
of Laws of 1971 ex. sess. c 231 consist of RCW 46.04.085, 46.04.302, 
46.04.303, 46.04.305, 46. 12.280, 46. 16. 1 1 1  and 46.16.505; sections 8 
through 23 of Laws of 1 97 1  ex. sess. c 231 consist of RCW 46.01 . 130, 
46.0 1 . 140, 46.01 .300, 46. 12. 105, 46. 12.290, 46. 16.100, 46. 16. 104-46. 16-
. 106, 46. 16.5 10--46. 16.550, 46.68.030 and 46.70.290. 

46.01 .140 County auditors, others, as agents of direc­
tor-

. 
-Dis�sition of application fees. The county audi­

tor, If appomted by the director of motor vehicles shall 
carr� out the l?rovisions of this title relating to the li­
censmg of veh1cles and the issuance of vehicle license 
num�er plates under t�e direction and supervision of 
the d_Irecto� and may With the approval of the director 
appomt assistants as special deputies to accept applica­
tiOns and collect fees for vehicle licenses and transfers 
and to deliver vehicle license number plates. 

At any time any application is made to the director 
the �ounty all:ditor or oth

_
er agent pursuant to any laV.: 

�eahng wtth hcenses, certlficates of ownership, registra­
tl�:m, the right 

_
to operate any vehicle upon the public 

highways of this state, the applicant shall pay ·to the di­
rector, county auditor or other agent a fee of fifty cents 
for each application in addition to any other fees re­
quired by l

_
aw, which fee of fifty cents, if paid to the 

county auditor as agent of the director, or if paid to an 
agent of t?e county auditor, shall be paid to the county 
treasurer m the same manner as other fees collected by 
the county auditor and credited to the county current 
expense fund. In the event that such fee is paid to an­
other agent of the director, such fee shall be used by 
suc

_
h agent t<? defray hi� expenses in handling the appli­

catton: ProVlded, That m the event such fee is collected 
by the state patrol, as agent for the director, the fee so 
collected shall be certified to the state treasurer and de­
posited to the credit of the motor vehicle fund. All such 
filing fees collected by the director or branches of his 
office shall be certified to the state treasurer and depos­
ited to the credit of the highway safety fund. [ 1973 c 
103 § I ;  1 97 1  ex.s. c 23 1 § 9; 197 1  ex.s. c 91  § 3 ;  1 965 c 
1 56 § 14;  1 963 c 85 § 1 ;  1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.08 . 100. Prior : 
1 955 c 89 § 3 ;  1 937 c 1 88 § 27; RRS § 63 12-27. For­
merly RCW 46.08. 1 00.] 

!Title 46--p 41 

Effective date-1971 ex.s. c 231 :  See note following RCW 
46.01 . 130. 

4_6.0� . 150 Branch offices. The department may 
mamtam such branch offices within the state as the di­
rector may deem necessary properly to carry out the 
powers and duties vested in the department. [ 1 965 c 156 
§ 1 5.] 

Office of department, maintenance at state capitol: RCW 43. 17.050. 

46.01.160 Forms for applications, licenses and certifi­
cates. The director shall prescribe and provide suitable 
forms of applications, certificates of ownership and reg­
istration, drivers' licenses and all other forms and li­
censes requisite or deemed necessary to carry out the 
provisions of Title 46 RCW and any other laws the en­
forcement and administration of which are vested in the 
department. [ 1 965 c 1 56 § 16.] 

Director to prescribe forms for applications, licenses a.nd certi.6cates: 
RCW 43.24.040. 

46.01.170 Seal. The department shall have an offi­
cial seal with the words "Department of Motor Vehicles 
of Washington" engraved thereon. [ 1 965 c 1 56 § 17.] 

46.01.180 Oaths and acknowledgments. Officers and 
employees of the department designated by the director 
are, for the purpose of administering the motor vehicle 
l�ws, authorized to administer oaths and acknowledge 
stgnatures and shall do so without fee. [ 1 965 c 1 56 § 1 8.] 

Oath of director: RCW 43. 17.030. 

46.01.190 Designation of state patrol as agent for 
surrender of drivers' licenses. The director of motor ve­
hicles may designate the Washington state patrol as an 
agent to secure the surrender of drivers' licenses which 
have been suspended, revoked, or canceled pursuant to 
law. [ 1 965 c 1 56 § 1 9.] 

46.01.200 Transfer of employees of department of li­
censes and state patrol to department--Applicability of 
�ivil service law. ( l )  All employees of the department of 
licenses 

_
who are employed exclusively or principally in 

performmg the functions vested in the department of 
motor vehicles shall, upon July 1 ,  1 965, be transferred 
to the department of motor vehicles. 

(2) All civilian employees of the Washington state 
patrol �ho ar� employe� �xclusively or principally in 
perfon:�mg _dnver exammmg and licensing functions 
and dnver tmprovement functions shall, upon July 1 ,  
1 965, be transferred to  the department of  motor 
vehicles. 

(3) All sue� employees transferred to the department 
�f motor vehicles as provided in this section shall con­
tmue to be governed by the provisions of chapter 4 1 .06 
�CW, the state civil service law without any loss of 
nghts granted by said law. [ 1 965 c 1 56 § 22.] 

46.01 .230 Payment of licenses, certificates, taxes and 
fees by check or money order authorized-Regulations. 
The department of motor vehicles is authorized to ac­
cept checks and money orders for payment of drivers' 
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licenses, certificates of ownership and registration, mo­
tor vehicle excise taxes, gross weight fees and other fees 
and taxes collected by the department, in accordance 
with regulations adopted by the director. The director's  
regulations shall duly provide for the pu�lic's conve­
nience consistent with sound business practice and shall 
encourage the annual renewal of vehicle registrations by 
mail to the department, authorizing checks and money 
orders for payment. Such regulations shall contain pro­
visions for cancellation of any registrations, licenses or 
permits paid for by checks or money orders which are 
not duly paid and for the necessary accounting proce­
dures in such cases. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 70 § 44.] 

46.01.250 Certified copies of records--Fee. The 
director shall have the power and it shall be his duty 
upon request and payment of the fee as provided herein 
to furnish under seal of the director certified copies of 
any records of the department, except those for confi­
dential use only. The director shall charge and collect 
therefor the actual cost to the department. Any funds 
accruing to the director of motor vehicles under this 
section shall be certified and sent to the state treasurer 
and by him deposited to the credit of the highway safe­
ty fund. [ 1967 c 32 § 3 ;  1 96 1  c 12  § 46.08. 1 10. Prior: 
1937 c 1 88 § 80; RRS § 63 12-80. Formerly RCW 
46.08. 1 10.] 

46.01.260 Destruction of records by director. The di­
rector, in his discretion, may destroy applications for 
vehicle licenses, copies of vehicle licenses issued, appli­
cations for drivers' licenses, copies of issued drivers' li­
censes, certificates of title and registration or other 
documents, records or supporting papers on file in his 
office which have been microfilmed or photographed or 
are more than five years old. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 22 § I ;  1 965 
ex.s. c 1 70 § 45; 196 1  c 12  § 46.08. 120. Prior : 1955 c 76 
§ 1 ;  195 1  c 24 1 § I ;  1 937  c 1 88 § 77; RRS § 63 12-77. 
Formerly RCW 46.08. 1 20.] 

46.01.270 Destruction of records by county auditor. 
The county auditor may destroy applications for vehicle 
licenses, copies of vehicle licenses issued, applications 
for vehicle driver's licenses, and copies of issued vehicle 
driver's licenses, if any there be, after such records shall 
have been on file in his office for a period of three 
years, unless otherwise directed by the director. [ 1 967 c 
32 § 4; 1 96 1  c 12  § 46.08 . 1 30. Prior: 1 937 c 1 88 § 78; 
RRS § 63 1 2-78. Formerly RCW 46.08. 1 30.] 

46.01.290 Director to make annual reports to gover­
nor--Contents. The director shall, on or before the 
first day of October of each year, make to the governor 
a full report of the activities of the department relating 
to motor vehicle administration for the prior fiscal year, 
incorporating therein a statement of the program for 
the ensuing fiscal year. Such report shall contain a sta­
tistical analysis of the activities of the department relat­
ing to driver licensing and driver improvement, vehicle 
licensing and liquid fuel tax collections. [ 1 967 c 32 § 5 ;  
1 965 c 28 § I ;  1 96 1  ex.s. c 2 1  § 29. Formerly RCW 
46.08.200.] 
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46.04.010 Scope and construction of terms. Terms 
used in this title shall have the meaning given to them 
in this chapter except where otherwise defined, and un­
less where used the context thereof shall clearly indicate 
to the contrary. 

Words and phrases used herein in the past, present or 
future tense shall include the past, present and future 
tenses ; words and phrases used herein in the masculine, 
feminine or neuter gender shall include the masculine, 
feminine and neuter genders ; and words and phrases 
used herein in the singular or plural shall include the 
singular and plural ; unless the context thereof shall in­
dicate to the contrary. [ 1 96 I  c 1 2  § 46.04.0 10. Prior: 
1959 c 49 § 2; prior: (i) 1 943 c 1 53 § 1 ,  part; I 937 c I 88 
§ I ,  part; Rem. Supp. I 943 § 63 I 2-I ,  part; I 923 c I 8 I  § 
I ,  part; I92 I  c 96 § 2, part; 19 I9  c 59 § I ,  part; 1 9 I 7  c 
I 55 § I ,  part; I 9 1 5  c I42 § 2, part; RRS § 63 13, part. 
(ii) I 937 c I 89 § I ,  part; RRS § 6360-I ,  part; I929 c 
1 80 § I ,  part; 1 927 c 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.] 

46.04.020 Alley. "Alley" means a public highway 
not designed for general travel and used primarily as a 
means of access to the rear of residences and business 
establishments. [ 196 1 c 1 2  § 46.04.020. Prior: 1 959 c 49 
§ 3 ;  prior: I937 c 1 89 § 1 ,  part; RRS § 6360-I ,  part.] 

46.04.030 Arterial highway. "Arterial highway" 
means every public highway, or portion thereof, desig­
nated as such by proper authority. [ 1 96 1  c I 2  § 46.04-
.030. Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 4; prior: 1 937 c I 89 § I ,  part ; 
RRS § 6360- I ,  part.] 

46.04.040 Authorized emergency vehicle. "Author­
ized emergency vehicle" means any vehicle of any fire 
department, police department, sheriff's office, coroner, 
prosecuting attorney, Washington state patrol, ambu­
lance service, public or private, which need not be clas­
sified, registered or authorized by the state commission 
on equipment, or any other vehicle authorized in writ­
ing by the state commission on equipment. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 
46.04.040. Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 5 ;  1 953 c 40 § 1 ;  prior: (i) 
1 943 c 1 53 § 1 ,  part; 1 937 c 1 88 § 1 ,  part; Rem. Supp. 
1 943 § 63 1 2- 1 ,  part. (ii) 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 ,  part; RRS § 
6360- 1 ,  part.] 

46.04.050 Auto stage. "Auto stage" means any mo­
tor vehicle used for the purpose of carrying passengers 
together with incidental baggage and freight or either, 
on a regular schedule of time and rates : Provided, That 

fTitle � 6)  

no motor vehicle shall be considered to be an auto 
stage where substantially the entire route traveled by 
such vehicle is within the corporate limits of any city or 
town or the corporate limits of any adjoining cities or 
towns. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.04.050. Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 6; pri­
or: (i) 1 943 c 1 53 § 1 ,  part; 1 937 c 1 88 § I, part; Rem. 
Supp. 1 943 § 63 1 2- 1 ,  part; 1 923 c 1 8 1  § 1 ,  part; 1 921  c 
96 § 2, part; 1 9 1 9  c 59 § 1 ,  part; 1 9 17 c 1 55 § 1 ,  part; 
1 9 1 5  c 142 § 1 ,  part; RRS § 63 1 3, part. (ii) 1 937 c 1 89 § 
1 ,  part ; RRS § 6360-1 ,  part.] 

46.04.060 Axle. "Axle" means structure or struc­
tures in the same or approximately the same transverse 
plane with a vehicle supported by wheels and on which 
or with which such wheels revolve. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.04-
.060. Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 7 ;  prior: (i) 1 943 c 1 53 § 1 ,  part; 
1 937 c 1 88 § 1 ,  part; Rem. Supp. 1 943 § 63 1 2-1 ,  part; 
1 923 c 1 8 1  § I ,  part; RRS § 63 1 3, part. (ii) I937 c I89 § 
I ,  part ; RRS § 6360-1 ,  part; I929 c 1 80 § 1 ,  part; 1927 
c 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.] 

46.04.071 Bicycle. Bicycle means every device pro­
pelled by human power upon which any person may 
ride, having two tandem wheels either of which is more 
than twenty inches in diameter. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 155 § 86.] 

46.04.080 Business district. " Business district" 
means the territory contiguous to and including the 
public highway when fifty percent or more of the front­
age thereon on either side thereof for a continuous dis­
tance of three hundred feet or more is occupied by 
buildings in use for business. [ 196 1 c 1 2  § 46.04.080. 
Prior: I 959 c 49 § 9 ;  prior: 1 937 c I 89 § 1 ,  part; RRS § 
6360-I ,  part; I 929 c I 80 § I ,  part; 1 927 c 309 § 2, part; 
RRS § 6362-2, part.] 

46.04.085 Camper. "Camper" means a structure de­
signed to be mounted upon a motor vehicle which pro­
vides facilities for human habitation or for temporary 
outdoor or recreational lodging and which is five feet or 
more in overall length and five feet or more in height 
from its floor to its ceiling when fully extended, but 
shall not include motor homes as defined in RCW 46-
.04.305. [ 1 97 1 ex.s. c 23 1 § 2.] 

Effective date-1971 ex.s. c 231 :  See note following RCW 
46.01 . 130. 

46.04.090 Cancel. "Cancel,"  in all its forms, means 
the invalidation indefinitely and until successful appli­
cation, but shall be for a period of not less than one 
year. [ 196 1 c 1 2  § 46.04.090. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 10 ;  pri­
or : (i) I943 c I 53 § l ,  part; 1 937 c 1 88 § I ,  part; Rem. 
Supp. 1 943 § 63 I2-l ,  part. (ii) 1 937 c 1 89 § I ,  part; 
RRS § 6360-1 ,  part.] 

46.04.100 Center line. "Center line" means the line, 
marked or unmarked, parallel to and equidistant from 
the sides of the roadway of a public highway. ( 196 1 c 12  
§ 46.04. 1 00. Prior: I959 c 49 § 1 1 ;  prior: I 937 c I 89 § I , 
part; RRS § 6360-1 ,  part.] 
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46.04.1 10 Center of intersection. "Center of inter­
section" means the point of intersection �f th� center 
lines of the roadway of intersecting pubhc htghw�ys. 
[ 196 1 c 12 § 46.04. 1 1 0. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 12 ;  pnor: 
1937 c 1 89 § I, part; RRS § 6360-1 ,  part.] 

46.04.120 City street. "City street"  means every 
public highway, or part thereof located within the limits 
of cities and towns, except alleys. [ 1 96 1  c 12 § 46.04-
. 120. Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 1 3 ;  prior: (i) 1 943 c 1 53 § 1 ,  
part; 1937 c 1 88 § I ,  part; Rem. Supp. 1 943 § 63 1 2-1 ,  
part. (ii) 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 ,  part; RRS § 6360-1 ,  part.] 

46.04.130 Combination of vehicles. "Combination of 
vehicles" means every combination of motor vehicle 
and motor vehicle, motor vehicle and trailer or motor 
vehicle and semitrailer. [ 1 963 c 1 54 § 26; 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 
46.04. 130. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 14 ;  prior: (i) 1 943 c 1 53 § 
1 ,  part; 1 937 c 1 88 § 1 ,  part; Rem. Supp. 1 943 § 63 12-1 ,  
part. (ii) 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 ,  part; RRS § 6360-1 ,  part.] 

Effective date---1963 c 154: The effective date of the above 
amendment is January l, 1 964, see note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.04.140 Commercial vehicle. "Commercial vehicle" 
means any vehicle the principal use of which is the 
transportation of commodities, merchandise, produce, 
freight, animals, or passengers for hire. [ 1961 c 1 2  § 46-
.04. 140. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 1 5 ;  prior: (i) 1 943 c 1 53 § 1 ,  
part; 1937 c 1 88 § 1 ,  part; Rem. Supp. 1 943 § 63 12-1 ,  
part. (ii) 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 ,  part; RRS § 6360-1,  part.] 

46.04.150 County road. "County road" means every 
public highway or part thereof, outside the �imits of cit­
ies and towns and which has not been destgnated as a 
state highway. [ 196 1 c 12 § 46.04. 1 50. Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 
16; prior: (i) 1 943 c 1 53 § I ,  part; 1 937 c 1 88 § I ,  part; 
Rem. Supp. 1 943 § 63 12-I ,  part. (ii) 1 937 c 1 89 § I ,  
part; RRS § 6360-1 ,  part.] 

46.04.160 Crosswalk. "Crosswalk" means the por­
tion of the roadway between the intersection area and a 
prolongation or connection of the farthest sidewalk line 
or in the event there are no sidewalks then between the 
intersection area and a line ten feet therefrom, except as 
modified by a marked crosswalk. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.04. 1 60. 
Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 1 7; prior: I 937 c 1 89 § I, part; RRS 
§ 6360- 1 ,  part.] 

46.04. 165 Driveaway-towaway operation. " Drive­
away-towaway operation" means any operation in 
which any motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer, singly 

.
or 

in combination, new or used, constitutes the commodity 
being transported when one set or more wheels of any 
such vehicle are on the roadway during the course of 
transportation, whether or not any such vehicle furnish­
es the motive power. [ 1 963 c 1 54 § 27.] 

Effective date---1963 c 154: The effective date of this section is 
January l ,  1 964, see note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.04.170 Explosives. "Explosives" means any 
chemical compound or mechanical mixture that is 
commonly used or intended for the

. 
purpose o_f p�oduc­

ing an explosio?, and whic� con�ms �ny oXIdtzmg or 
combustible umts or other mgredtents m such propor­
tions, quantities or packing that an ignition by fire,

. 
by 

friction, by concussion, by percussion or by detonation 
of any part of the compound mixture may cause such a 
sudden generation of highly heated gases that the re­
sultant gaseous pressures are capa.ble of producing �e­
structible effects on contiguous objects or of destroymg 
life or limb. [ I 96 1  c 12 § 46.04. 1 70. Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 
1 8 ;  prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 ,  part ; RRS § 6360-1 ,  part. Cf. 
1 95 1  c 1 02 § 3.] 

46.04.180 Farm tractor. "Farm tractor" means every 
motor vehicle designed and used primarily as a farm 
implement for drawing plows, mowing machines, and 
other implements of husbandry. [ 1961 c 1 2  § 46.04. 1 80. 
Prior : 1 959 c 49 § 19 ;  prior: (i) 1 943 c 1 53 § 1 ,  part; 
1 937 c 1 88 § 1 ,  part; Rem. Supp. 1 943 § 63 1 2-1 ,  part. 
(ii) 1 937 c 1 89 § I ,  part; RRS § 6360-1 ,  part.] 

46.04.181 Farm vehicle. "Farm vehicle'' means any 
vehicle other than a farm tractor or farm implement 
which is designed and/ or used primarily in agri

.
cultural 

pursuits on farms for the purpose of transportmg ma­
chinery, equipment, implements, fa� pro�u�ts, sup­
plies and/ or farm labor thereon and ts only mcidentally 
operated on or moved along public highways for the 
purpose of going from one farm to another. [ 1 967 c 202 
§ 1 .] 

46.04.182 Farmer. "Farmer" means any person, 
firm, partnership or corporation engaged in farming . . If 
a person, firm, partnership or corpora.tion is engag�� m 
activities in addition to that of farming, the definitiOn 
shall only apply to that portion of the activity that is 
defined as farming in RCW 46.04. 1 83. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 28 1 
§ 58.] 

46.04.183 Farming. "Farming" means the cultiva­
tion and tillage of the soil, dairying, the production, 
cultivation, growing, and harvesting of any agricultural 
or horticultural commodities (except forestry or forestry 
operations), the raising of livestoc�, bees, fur-bearing 
animals, or poultry, and any practices performed on a 
farm as an incident to or in conjunction with such 
farming operations. [ 1969 ex.s. c 28 1 § 59.] 

46.04.190 For hire vehicle. "For hire vehicle" means 
any motor vehicle other than an auto stage used for the 
transportation of persons for compen�atio�. [ 196 1 c 12  
§ 46.04. 1 90. Prior: 1 959 c 49  § 20; pnor: (1) 1 943 c 1 53 
§ I ,  part; 1 937 c 1 88 § I ,  part; Rem. Supp. 1 943 § 
63 12- 1 ,  part; 1 923 c 1 8 1  § 1 ,  part; 1 92 1  c 96 § 2, part; 
1 9 1 9  c 59 § 1 ,  part; 1 9 17  c 1 55 § 1 ,  part; 1 9 1 5  c 142 § 2, 
part; RRS § 63 1 3, part. (ii) 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 ,  part; RRS § 
6360-1 ,  part.] 

(Tide 46---p 7] 
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46.04.200 Hours of darkness. "Hours of darkness" 
means the hours from one-half hour after sunset to 
one-half hour before sunrise, and any other time when 
persons or objects may not be clearly discernible at a 
distance of five hundred feet. [ 196 1 c 1 2  § 46.04.200. 
Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 2 I ;  prior: 1 937 c I 89 § I ,  part; RRS 
§ 6360- l ,  part.] 

46.04.210  Flammable liquid. "Flammable liquid" 
means any liquid which has a flash point of 70° Fahr­
enheit, or less, as determined by a Tagliabue or equiva­
lent closed cup test device. [ 1 96 1 c 1 2  § 46.04.2 I O. 
Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 22; prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 ,  part; RRS 
§ 6360- 1 ,  part. Cf. 1 95 1  c 1 02 § 3.] 

46.04.220 Intersection area. " Intersection area" 
means the area embraced within the prolongation of the 
lateral curb lines, or, if there are no curb lines, or, if 
there are no curbs, then the lateral roadway boundary 
lines, of two or more public highways which join one 
another at an angle, whether or not such highways cross 
one another. f 1 96 1  c 12 § 46.04.220. Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 
23 ; prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 ,  part; RRS § 6360-1 ,  part; 
1 929 c 1 80 § 1 ,  part; 1 927 c 309 § 2, part; RRS § 
6362-2, part.] 

46.04.230 Intersection center marker. " Intersection 
center marker' '  means any standard, button, flag, paint­
ed or raised marker, or other device located at and in­
tended to designate the approximate center of 
intersection. [ I 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.04.230. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 
24; prior: I937 c 1 89 § 1 ,  part; RRS § 6360-l ,  part.] 

46.04.240 Intersection control area. " Intersection 
control area" means intersection area, together with 
such modification of the adjacent roadway area as re­
sults from the arc of curb corners and together with any 
marked or unmarked crosswalks adjacent to the inter­
section. [ 1 96 1 c 1 2  § 46.04.240. Prior : 1 959 c 49 § 25; 
prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § I, part; RRS § 6360-I ,  part.) 

46.04.250 Intersection entrance marker. " Intersec­
tion entrance marker" m�ans any standard, button, flag, 
caution sign, stop sign, or other device located at ap­
proximately the point of intersection of the center l�ne 
of an intersecting public highway with the nearest hne 
of the intersection control area on the approach thereto . 
[ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.04.250. Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 26; prior : 
1 937 c I 89 § 1 ,  part; RRS § 6360-I , part.] 

46.04.260 Laned highway. "Laned highway" means 
a highway the roadway of which is divided into clearly 
marked lanes for vehicular traffic. [ 1 96 1  c 12  § 46.04-
.260. Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 27; prior : I 937 c 1 89 § 1 ,  part; 
RRS § 6360--I ,  part.] 

46.04.270 Legal owner. "Legal owner" means a 
mortgagee or owner of the legal title to a vehicle. [ 1 96 I  
c 1 2  § 46.04.270. Prior: I 959 c 49 § 28 ; prior: I 943 c 
1 53 § 1 ,  part; 1 937 c 1 88 § 1 ,  part; Rem. Supp. 1 943 § 
63 1 2- I ,  part.] 

(Trtle � 8J 

46.04.280 Local authorities. "Local authorities" in­
cludes every county, municipal, or other local pu�lic 
board or body having authority to adopt local poh�e 
regulations under the Constitution and laws of th1s 
state. [ 196 1 c 12  § 46.04.280. Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 29; pri­
or: (i) 1 943 c 1 53 § 1 ,  part; 1 937 c 1 88 § 1 ,  part; Rem. 
Supp. I 943 § 63 I2- 1 ,  part; 1 923 c 1 8 1  § 1 ,  part; 192 1  c 
96 § 2, part; 1 9 1 9  c 59 § 1 ,  part; 1 9 I 7  c I 55 § I ,  part; 
1 9 1 5  c 1 42 § 2, part; RRS § 63 I 3, part. (ii) 1 937 c 1 89 § 
1 ,  part; RRS § 6360-1 ,  part; 1 929 c 1 80 § 1 ,  part; 1 927 
c 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.] 

46.04.290 Marked crosswalk. "Marked crosswalk" 
means any portion of a roadway distinctly i�dicated for 
pedestrian crossing by lines or other ma�kmgs on the 
surface thereof. ( I 96 I  c 12  § 46.04.290. Pnor: I 959 c 49 
§ 30; prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § I ,  part; RRS § 6360- 1 ,  part.] 

46.04.300 Metal tire. "Metal tire" includes every 
tire, the bearing surface of which in contact with the 
highway is wholly or partly of metal or ot�er hard, 
nonresilient material. [ 1961 c 1 2  § 46.04.300. Pnor: 1959 
c 49 § 3 1 ; prior: (i) 1 943 c 1 53 § 1 ,  part; 1937 c I 88 § I , 
part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 63 1 2-1 ,  part. (ii) I 937 c 1 89 § 
I ,  part; RRS § 6360-1 ,  part; I 929 c I 80 § I ,  part; 1927 
c 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.] 

46.04.302 Mobile home. "Mobile home" means all 
trailers of the type designed as facilities for human 
habitation and which are capable of being moved upon 
the public streets and highways and which_ are mo�e 
than thirty-five feet in length or more than e1ght feet rn 
width, except as hereinafter specifically excluded, and 
excluding modular homes. [ 197 I ex.s. c 23 1 § 4.] 

Effective date--1971 ex.s. c 231 :  See note following RCW 
46.0 1 . 130. 

46.04.303 Modular home. "Modular home" means 
any factory-built housing designed primarily for resi­
dential occupancy by human beings which does not 
contain a permanent frame and must be mounted on a 
permanent foundation. [ 1 97 1 ex.s. c 23 1 § 5. ]  

Effective date--1971 ex.s. c 231 :  See note following RCW 
46.0 1 . 1 30. 

46.04.305 Motor homes. "Motor homes" means mo­
tor vehicles originally designed, reconstructed, or per­
manently altered to provide facilities for human 
habitation. [ I  97 1 ex.s. c 23 1 § 3.] 

Effective date--1971 ex.s. c 231 :  See note following RCW 
46.01 . 130. 

46.04.310 Motor truck. "Motor truck" means any 
motor vehicle designed or used for the transportation of 
commodities, merchandise, produce, freight, or animals. 
[ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.04.3 1 0. Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 32; prior: (i) 
1943 c 1 53 § 1 ,  part; 1 937 c 1 88 § I ,  part; Rem. Supp. 
1943 § 63 1 2- I ,  part; 1 923 c 1 8 1  § 1 ,  part; 192 1  c 96 § 2, 
part; 1 9 1 9  c 59 § 1 ,  part; 1 9 1 7  c I 55 § 1 ,  part; I 9 1 5  c 
142 § 2, part; RRS § 63 1 3, part. (ii) I 937 c 1 89 § 1 ,  
part; RRS § 6360-I ,  part; I 929 c 1 80 § 1 ,  part; 1 927 c 
309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.] 
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46.04.320 Motor vehicle. " Motor vehicle ' '  shall 
mean every vehicle which is self-propelled and e�ery 
vehicle which is propelled by electric power obtamed 
from overhead trolley wires, but not operated upon 
rails. [ 1 96 1  c 12  § 46.04.320. Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 33 ; 1955 
c 384 § 1 0; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1 937 c 1 88 § 
I, part; Rem. Supp. 1 943 § 63 1 2-1 , part; 1 923 c 1 8 1  § 1 ,  
part; 1 92 1  c 96 § 2, part; 1 9 1 9  c 59 § 1 ,  part; 1 9 1 7  c 1 55 
§ I ,  part; 1 9 1 5  c 142 § 2, part; RRS § 63 13 ,  part. (ii) 
1937 c 1 89 § 1 ,  part; RRS § 6360-1 ,  part; 1929 c 1 80 § 
1 ,  part; 1927 c 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.] 

46.04.330 Motorcycle. " Motorcycle" means every 
motor vehicle having a saddle for the use of the rider 
and designed to travel on not more than three wheels in 
contact with the ground, but excluding a farm tractor. 
[ 1961  c 1 2  § 46.04.330. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 34; prior: (i) 
1943 c 1 53 § 1 ,  part; 1 937 c 1 88 § 1 ,  part; Rem. Supp. 
1943 § 63 1 2- 1 ,  part; 1923 c 1 8 1  § 1 ,  part; 1 92 1  c 96 § 2, 
part; 19 19 c 59 § l ,  part; 19 17  c 155 § 1 ,  part; 1 9 1 5  c 
142 § 2, part; RRS § 63 13 ,  part. (ii) 1937 c 1 89 § I ,  
part; RRS § 6360- 1 ,  part; 1929 c 1 80 § 1 ,  part; 1 927 c 
309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.] 

46.04.332 Motor-driven cycle. "Motor-driven cycle" 
means every motorcycle, including every motor scooter, 
with a motor which produces not to exceed five brake 
horsepower (developed by a prime mover, as measured 
by a brake applied to the driving shaft), and every bi­
cycle with motor attached. [ 1 963 c 1 54 § 28.] 

Elfedive date--1963 c 154: The effective date of this section is 
January 1, 1964, see note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.04.340 Muffler. "Muffler" means a device con­
sisting of a series of chambers, or other mechanical de­
signs for the purpose of receiving exhaust gas from an 
internal combustion engine and effective in reducing 
noise resulting therefrom. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.04.340. Prior: 
1959 c 49 § 35; prior : 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 ,  part; RRS § 
6360-1,  part.] 

46.04.350 Multiple lane highway. ' 'Multiple lane 
highway" means any public highway the roadway of 
which is of sufficient width to reasonably accommodate 
four or more separate lanes of vehicular traffic, two or 
more lanes in each direction, each lane of which shall 
be not less than eight feet in width and whether or not 
such lanes are marked and whether or not the lanes of 
opposite bound traffic are separated by a neutral zone 
or other center line marking. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.04.350. 
Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 36; prior: 1937 c 1 89 § 1 ,  part; RRS 
§ 6360-1 , part.] 

46.04.355 Municipal transit vehicle. Municipal tran­
sit vehicle includes every motor vehicle, street car, train, 
trolley vehicle, and any other device, which ( 1 )  is capa­
ble of being moved within, upon, above, or below a 
public highway, (2) is owned or operated by a city, 
county, or metropolitan municipal corporation within 
the state, and (3) is used for the purpose of carrying 
passengers together with incidental baggage and freight 
on a regular schedule. [ 1 974 l st ex.s. c 76 § 4.] 

46.04.360 Nonresident. "Nonresident" means any 
person whose residence is outside this state and who is 
temporarily sojourning within this state. [ 1 96 1  c 12 § 
46.04.360. Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 37; prior: (i) 1 943 c 153  § 
1 ,  part ; 1 937 c 1 88 § 1 ,  part; Rem. Supp. 1 943 § 63 12-1 ,  
part. (ii) 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 ,  part; RRS § 6360-1 ,  part.] 

46.04.370 Operator or driver. "Operator or driver" 
means every person who is in actual physical control of 
a motor vehicle upon a public highway. [ 1 967 c 32 § 1 ;  
1961  c 1 2  § 46.04.370. Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 38;  prior: (i) 
1 943 c 1 53 § 1 ,  part; 1 937 c 1 88 § 1 ,  part; Rem. Supp. 
1943 § 63 1 2-1 ,  part; 1923 c 1 8 1  § 1 ,  part; 1 92 1  c 96 § 2, 
part; RRS § 63 1 3, part. (ii) 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 ,  part; RRS § 
6360-1 ,  part.] 

46.04.380 Owner. "Owner" means a person who 
holds a title of ownership of a vehicle, or in the event 
the vehicle is subject to an agreement for the condi­
tional sale or lease thereof with a right of purchase 
upon performance of the conditions stated in the agree­
ment and with the immediate right of possession vested 
in the conditional vendee or lessee, or in the event a 
mortgagor of a vehicle is entitled to possession, then 
any such conditional vendee or lessee, or mortgagor 
having a lawful right of possession or use and control 
for a period of ten or more successive days. [ 1 96 1  c 12 § 
46.04.380. Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 39; prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § I ,  
part; RRS § 6360- l ,  part; 1 929 c 1 80 § 1 ,  part; 1 927 c 
309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.] 

46.04.382 Passenger car. "Passenger car" means ev­
ery motor vehicle except motorcycles and motor-driven 
cycles, designed for carrying ten passengers or less and 
used for the transportation of persons. [ 1963 c 1 54 § 29.) 

Effedive date---1963 c 154: The effective date of this section is 
January 1, 1 964, see note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.04.391 Police officer. Police officer means every 
officer authorized to direct or regulate traffic or to make 
arrests for violations of traffic regulations. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 
1 55 § 89.] 

46.04.400 Pedestrian. "Pedestrian" means any per­
son afoot. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.04.400. Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 4 1 ;  
prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 ,  part; RRS § 6360-1 ,  part.) 

46.04.405 Person. "Person" includes every natural 
person, firm, copartnership, corporation, association, or 
organization. [ 1961 c 12 § 46.04.405. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 
42; prior: (i) 1 943 c 1 53 § 1 ,  part; 1937 c 1 88 § 1 ,  part; 
Rem. Supp. 1 943 § 63 1 2-1 ,  part. (ii) 1937 c 1 89 § 1 ,  
part; RRS § 6360-1,  part; 1929 c 1 80 § 1 ,  part; 1 927 c 
309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.] 

46.04.410 Pneumatic tires. "Pneumatic tires" in­
cludes every tire of rubber or other resilient material 
designed to be inflated with compressed air to support 
the load thereon. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.04.41 0. Prior: 1 959 c 
49 § 43 ; prior: (i) 1 943 c 153 § I ,  part; 1 937 c 188 § 1 ,  
part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 63 1 2- 1 ,  part. (ii) 1 937 c 189 § 
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1 ,  part; RRS § 6360- 1 ,  part; 1 929 c 1 80 § I ,  part; 1 927 
c 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.] 

46.04.414 Pole trailer. " Pole trailer" means every 
vehicle without motive power designed to be drawn by 
another vehicle and attached to the towing vehicle by 
means of a reach, or pole, or by being boomed or oth­
erwise secured to the towing vehicle, and ordinarily 
used for transporting long or irregular shaped loads 
such as poles, pipes, logs or structural members capa­
ble, generally, of sustaining themselves as beams be­
tween the supporting connections. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 
46.04.4 14. Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 44; prior: 1 95 1  c 56 § I .] 

46.04.416 Private carrier bus. "Private carrier bus" 
means every motor vehicle designed for the purpose of 
carrying passengers (having a seating capacity for 
eleven or more persons) used regularly to transport per­
sons in furtherance of any organized agricultural, reli­
gious or charitable purpose. Such term does not include 
buses operated by common carriers under a franchise 
granted by any city or town or the Washington public 
utilities commission. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 100 § 3.] 

46.04.420 Private road or driveway. "Private road or 
driveway" includes every way or place in private own­
ership and used for travel of vehicles by the owner or 
those having express or implied permission from the 
owner, but not by other persons. [ 1 96 1 c 1 2  § 46.04.420. 
Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 45 ; prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 ,  part; RRS 
§ 6360- 1 ,  part; 1 929 c 1 80 § 1, part; 1 927 c 309 § 2, 
part; RRS § 6362-2, part.] 

46.04.431 Highway. Highway means the entire width 
between the boundary lines of every way publicly 
maintained when any part thereof is open to the use of 
the public for purposes of vehicular travel. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 
1 55 § 87.] 

46.04.435 Public scale. "Public scale" means every 
scale under public or private ownership which is certi­
fied as to its accuracy and which is available for public 
weighing. [ 1 96 1 c 1 2  § 46.04.435. Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 47.] 

46.04.440 Railroad. "Railroad" means a carrier of 
persons or property upon vehicles, other than street 
cars, operated upon stationary rails, the route of which 
is principally outside cities and towns. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46-
.04.440. Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 48; prior: (i) 1 943 c 1 53 § 1 ,  
part; 1 937 c 1 88 § 1 ,  part; Rem. Supp. 1 943 § 63 1 2-1 ,  
part. (ii) 1 937 c 1 89 § I ,  part; RRS § 6360-1 ,  part.] 

46.04.450 Railroad sign or signal. " Railroad sign or 
signal" means any sign, signal, or device erected by au­
thority of a public body or official or by a railroad and 
intended to give notice of the presence of railroad 
tracks or the approach of a railroad train. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 
46.04.450. Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 49; prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 ,  
part; RRS § 6360-l ,  part.} 

46.04.460 Registered owner. "Registered owner" 
means a person who holds a certificate of ownership of 
a vehicle, or in the event the vehicle is subject to an 
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agreement for the conditional sale or lease thereof with 
a right of purchase upon performance of the conditions 
stated in the agreement and with the immediate right of 
possession vested in the conditional vendee or lessee, or 
in the event a mortgagor of a vehicle is entitled to pos­
session, then any such conditional vendee or lessee, or 
mortgagor having a lawful right of possession or use 
and control for a period of ten or more successive days. 
[ 196 1 c 1 2  § 46.04.460. Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 50; prior: 
1 943 c 1 53 § 1 ,  part; 1 937 c 1 88 § I ,  part; Rem. Supp. 
1 943 § 63 1 2- 1 ,  part.] 

46.04.470 Residence district. " Residence district" 
means the territory contiguous to and including a pub­
lic highway not comprising a business district, when the 
property on such public highway for a continuous dis­
tance of three hundred feet or more on either side 
thereof is in the main improved with residences or resi­
dences and buildings in use for business. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 
46.04.470. Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 5 1 ;  prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 ,  
part; RRS § 6360-1 ,  part; I 929 c I 80 § I ,  part; I 927 c 
309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.] 

46.04.480 Revoke. "Revoke," in all its forms, means 
the invalidation for a period of one calendar year and 
thereafter until reissue. [ 1 96 I c I 2  § 46.04.480. Prior: 
1 959 c 49 § 52; prior: (i) 1 943 c 1 53 § 1 ,  part; 1 937 c 
1 88 § 1 ,  part; Rem. Supp. 1 943 § 63 1 2- 1 ,  part. (ii) 1 937 
c I 89 § 1 ,  part; RRS § 6360-I ,  part.] 

46.04.490 Road tractor. "Road tractor" includes ev­
ery motor vehicle designed and used primarily as a road 
building vehicle in drawing road building machinery 
and devices. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.04.490. Prior: I 959 c 49 § 
53 ; prior: (i) 1 943 c 1 53 § I ,  part; 1 937 c 1 88 § 1 ,  part; 
Rem. Supp. 1 943 § 63 1 2-1 ,  part. (ii) 1 937 c 1 89 § I ,  
part; RRS § 6360-1 ,  part.] 

46.04.500 Roadway. "Roadway" means the paved, 
improved, or proper driving portion of a public high­
way designed, or ordinarily used for vehicular travel. 
[ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.04.500. Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 54; prior: (i) 
1 943 c 1 53 § 1 ,  part; 1 937 c I88 § 1 ,  part; Rem. Supp. 
1 943 § 63 1 2- 1 ,  part. (ii) 1 937 c I 89 § 1 ,  part; RRS § 
6360-1 ,  part.] 

46.04.510 Safety zone. "Safety zone" means the area 
or space officially set apart within a roadway tor the 
exclusive use of pedestrians and which is protected or is 
marked or indicated by painted marks, signs, buttons, 
standards, or otherwise, so as to be plainly discernible. 
[ 1 96 1 c 1 2  § 46.04.5 1 0. Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 55 ;  prior: 
1 937 c 1 89 § 1 ,  part; RRS § 6360-I ,  part.] 

46.04.521 School bus. School bus means every mo­
tor vehicle used regularly to transport children to and 
from school or in connection with school activities, 
which is subject to the requirements set forth in the 
most recent edition of "Specifications for School Buses" 
published by the state superintendent of public instruc­
tion, but does not include buses operated by common 
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carriers in urban transportation of school children. 
[1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 90.] 

46.04.530 Semitrailer. "Semitrailer" includes every 
vehicle without motive power designed to be drawn by 
a motor vehicle or truck tractor and so constructed that 
an appreciable part of its weight and that of its load 
rests upon and is carried by such motor vehicle or truck 
tractor. [ 1 96 1  c 12 § 46.04.530. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 57; 
prior: (i) 1943 c 1 53 § I ,  part; 1937 c 1 88 § I, part; 
Rem. Supp. 1943 § 63 1 2-1,  part. (ii) 1937 c 1 89 § 1 ,  
part; RRS § 6360-1 ,  part; I929 c I 80 § 1 ,  part; I927 c 
309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.] 

46.04.540 Sidewalk. "Sidewalk" means that property 
between the curb lines or the lateral lines of a roadway 
and the adjacent property, set aside and intended for 
the use of pedestrians or such portion of private prop­
erty parallel and in proximity to a public highway and 
dedicated to use by pedestrians. [ 1 961  c 1 2  § 46.04.540. 
Prior: 1959 c 49 § 58; prior: 1937 c 189 § I, part; RRS 
§ 6360--I ,  part.] 

46.04.550 Solid tire. "Solid tire" includes every tire 
of rubber or other resilient material which does not de­
pend upon inflation with compressed air for the support 
of the load thereon. [ 1 96 1  c 12 § 46.04.550. Prior: 1959 
c 49 § 59; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § I, part; 1 937 c 1 88 § 1 ,  
part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 63 1 2-1 ,  part. (ii) 1937 c 1 89 § 
I ,  part; RRS § 6360-1 ,  part; 1 929 c 180 § 1 ,  part; 1927 
c 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.) 

46.04.552 Special mobile equipment. "Special mobile 
equipment'' means every vehicle not designed or used 
primarily for the transportation of persons or property 
and only incidentally operated or moved over a high­
way, including but not limited to: Ditch digging appa­
ratus, well boring apparatus and road construction and 
maintenance machinery such as asphalt spreaders, bitu­
minous mixers, bucket loaders, tractors other than 
truck-tractors, ditchers, leveling graders, finishing ma­
chines, motor graders, road rollers, scarifiers, earth 
moving carry-alls and scrapers, power shovels and 
draglines, and self-propelled cranes and earth moving 
equipment. The term does not include house trailers, 
dump trucks, truck mounted transit mixers, cranes or 
shovels or other vehicles designed for the transportation 
of persons or property to which machinery has been at­
tached. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 1 7  § 1 ;  I 972 ex.s. c 5 § 1 ;  1963 
c 154 § 30.] 

Effective date---1963 c 154: The effective date of this section was 
January 1 ,  1964, see note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.04.560 State highway. "State highway" includes 
every primary and secondary state highway or part 
thereof. [ I 96 l  c 12 § 46.04.560. Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 60; 
prior: 1929 c 180 § I, part; I927 c 309 § 2, part; RRS § 
6362-2, part.] 

46.04.570 Street car. "Street car" means a vehicle 
other than a train for transporting persons or property 
and operated upon stationary rails principally within 

cities and towns. [ 196 1 c 12 § 46.04.570. Prior: 1959 c 
49 § 6 I ; prior: (i) 1943 c 1 53 § 1 ,  part; I 937 c I88 § I ,  
part; Rem. Supp. I943 § 63 12-1 ,  part. (ii) 1937 c 1 89 § 
1 ,  part; RRS § 6360-1 ,  part.] 

46.04.580 Suspend. "Suspend," in all its forms, 
means invalidation for any period less than one calen­
dar year and thereafter until reinstatement. [ 196 1 c 12 § 
46.04.580. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 62; prior: (i) 1 943 c 1 53 § 
I ,  part; 1937 c 1 88 § 1 , part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 63 12-1 ,  
part. (ii) 1937 c 1 89 § 1 ,  part; RRS § 6360-1 ,  part.] 

46.04.585 Temporarily sojourning. "Temporarily so­
journing, " as the term is used in chapter 46.04 RCW, 
shall be construed to include any nonresident who is 
within this state for a period of not to exceed six 
months in any one year. [ 196 1 c 1 2  § 46.04.585. Prior: 
1959 c 49 § 63 ; prior: 1955 c 89 § 6.] 

46.04.590 Traffic. "Traffic" includes pedestrians, 
ridden or herded animals, vehicles, street cars, and oth­
er conveyances either singly or together, while using 
any public highways for purposes of travel. [ 1 96 1  c 12 § 
46.04.590. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 64; prior: (i) 1 943 c 153 § 
1 ,  part; 1937 c 1 88 § 1 ,  part; Rem. Supp. 1 943 § 63 1 2-1 ,  
part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1 ,  part; RRS § 6360-1,  part.] 

46.04.600 Traffic control signal. "Traffic control sig­
nal" means any traffic device, whether manually, elec­
trically, or mechanically operated, by which traffic 
alternately is directed to stop or proceed or otherwise 
controlled. [ 1 96 1  c 12  § 46.04.600. Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 65; 
prior: 1937 c 1 89 § I ,  part; RRS § 6360-1 ,  part.) 

46.04.61 1  Traffic-control devices. Official traffic­
control devices means aU signs, signals, markings and 
devices not inconsistent with Title 46 RCW placed or 
erected by authority of a public body or official having 
jurisdiction, for the purpose of regulating, warning or 
guiding traffic. [ 1965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 88.] 

46.04.620 Trailer. "Trailer" includes every vehicle 
without motive power designed for being drawn by or 
used in conjunction with a motor vehicle constructed so 
that no appreciable part of its weight rests upon or is 
carried by such motor vehicle, but does not include a 
municipal transit vehicle, or any portion thereof. [ 1 974 
l st ex.s. c 76 § 3 ;  196 1  c 12 § 46.04.620. Prior: 1959 c 49 
§ 67 ; prior: (i) 1943 c 1 53 § 1 ,  part; 1 937 c 1 88 § 1 ,  
part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 63 12-1 ,  part; 1 923 c 1 8 1  § 1 ,  
part; 192 1  c 96 § 2, part; 19 I9  c 59 § I ,  part; 19 17  c 155 
§ I ,  part; RRS § 63 13 ,  part. (ii) 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 ,  part; 
RRS § 6360-1 ,  part; 1929 c 1 80 § 1, part; 1 927 c 309 § 
2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.) 

46.04.630 Train. "Train" means a vehicle propelled 
by steam, electricity, or other motive power with or 
without cars coupled thereto, operated upon stationary 
rails, except str,eet cars. [ 1 96 1  c 12  § 46.04.630. Prior: 
I959 c 49 § 68 ; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § 1 ,  part; 1 937 c 
1 88 § l ,  part; Rem. Supp. 1 943 § 63 1 2-1 ,  part. (ii) 1 937 
c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1 ,  part.] 

(Title 46----tt 11 1  



46.04.640 Title 46: Motor Vehicles 

46.04.640 Trolley vehicle. "Trolley vehicle" means a 
vehicle the motive power for which is supplied by 
means of a trolley line and which may or may not be 
confined in its operation to a certain portion of the 
roadway in order to maintain trolley line contact. [ 1 96 1  
c l 2  § 46.04.640. Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 69; prior: (i) 1 943 c 
1 53 § 1 ,  part; 1 937 c 1 88 § 1 ,  part; Rem. Supp. 1 943 § 
63 1 2- 1 ,  part. (ii) 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 ,  part; RRS § 6360-1 ,  
part.] 

46.04.650 Truck tractor. "Truck tractor" means any 
motor truck designed and used primarily for drawing a 
semitrailer and not constructed to carry a load thereon 
other than a part of the weight of such semitrailer and 
load so drawn. [ 1 96 1 c 1 2  § 46.04.650. Prior: 1 959 c 49 
§ 70; prior: (i) 1 943 c 1 53 § I ,  part; 1 937 c 1 88 § 1 ,  
part; Rem. Supp. 1 943 § 63 1 2, part. (ii) 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 ,  
part; RRS § 6360-l ,  part.] 

46.04.660 Used vehicle. "Used vehicle" means a ve­
hicle which has been sold, bargained, exchanged, given 
away, or title transferred from the person who first took 
title to it from the manufacturer or first importer, deal­
er, or agent of the manufacturer or importer, and so 
used as to have become what is commonly known as 
"second-hand" within the ordinary meaning thereof. 
[ 1 96 1 c 1 2  § 46.04.660. Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 7 1 ;  prior: (i) 
1 943 c 1 53 § 1 ,  part; 1 937 c 1 88 § 1 ,  part; Rem. Supp. 
1 943 § 63 1 2- 1 ,  part. (ii) 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 ,  part; RRS § 
6360-1 ,  part.) 

46.04.670 Vehicle. "Vehicle" includes every device 
capable of being moved upon a public highway and in, 
upon, or by which any persons or property is or may be 
transported or drawn upon a public highway, excepting 
devices moved by human or animal power or used ex­
clusively upon stationary rails or tracks. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 
46.04.670. Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 72; prior: (i) 1 943 c 1 53 § 
1 ,  part; 1 937 c 1 88 § 1 ,  part; Rem. Supp. 1 943 § 63 12- 1 ,  
part. (ii) 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 ,  part; RRS § 6360-1 ,  part; 1 929 
c 1 80 § 1 ,  part; 1 927 c 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, 
part.] 

46.04.680 Director--Department. "Director" 
means the director of motor vehicles and "department" 
means the department of motor vehicles. [ 1 967 c 32 § 2; 
1 96 1  c 12 § 46.04.680. Prior: 1 959 c 49 § 73.] 

46.04. 700 Driver education. Whenever the term 
"driver education" is used in the code, it shall be de­
fined to mean "traffic safety education".  [ 1 969 ex.s. c 
2 1 8  § 1 2.] 

Sections 
46.08.QIO 
46.08.020 
46.08.030 
46.08.060 

46.08.065 
46.08.070 

Chapter 46.08 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

State preempts licensing field. 
Precedence over local vehicle and traffic regulations. 
Uniformity of application. 
Classification as emergency vehicles-Approval of 

operators. 
Publicly owned vehicles to be marked-Exceptions. 
Nonresidents, application to. 
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46.08. 150 Control of traffic on capitol grounds. . 
46.08. 160 Control of traffic on capitol grounds-Enforcmg 

officer. 
46.08. 170 Control of traffic on capitol grounds-Violations, mis-

demeanors-Jurisdiction. 
46.08 . 172 Control of traffic on capitol grounds-Disposition of 

fines and parking revenue--State capitol vehicle 
parking account. 

46.08.190 Jurisdiction of justices of peace, police court and superi-
or court. 

Extension of licensing period authorized-Rules and regulations, 
manner and content: RCW 43.24. 140. 

46.08.010 State preempts licensing field. The provi­
sions of this title relating to the certificate of ownership, 
certificate of license registration, vehicle license, vehicle 
license plates and vehicle operator's  license shall be ex­
clusive and no political subdivision of the state of 
Washington shall require or issue any licenses or certif­
icates for the same or a similar purpose, nor shall any 
city or town in this state impose a tax, license, or o�her 
fee upon vehicles operating exclusively between pomts 
outside of such city or town limits, and to points there­
in. [ 196 1 c 1 2  § 46.08.0 10. Prior: 1 937 c 1 88 § 75 ; RRS 
§ 63 12-75.]  

46.08.020 Precedence over local vehicle and traffic 
regulations. The provisions of this title relating to vehi­
cles shall be applicable and uniform throughout this 
state and in all incorporated cities and towns and all 
political subdivisions therein and no local authority 
shall enact or enforce any law, ordinance, rule or regu­
lation in conflict with the provisions of this title except 
and unless expressly authorized by law to do so and 
any laws, ordinances, rules or regulations in conflict 
with the provisions of this title are hereby declared to 
be invalid and of no effect. Local authorities may, how­
ever, adopt additional vehicle and traffic regulations 
which are not in conflict with the provisions of this title. 
[ 1 96 1 c 1 2  § 46.08.020. Prior : 1 937 c 1 89 § 2 ;  RRS § 
6360-2.] 

46.08.030 Uniformity of application. The provisions 
of this title relating to the operation of vehicles shall be 
applicable and uniform upon all persons operating ve­
hicles upon the public highways of this state, except as 
otherwise specifically provided. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.08.030. 
Prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § 3 ;  RRS § 636�3.] 

46.08.060 Classification as emergency vehicles--­
Approval of operators. Any person, firm, corporation or 
municipal corporation desiring to have a vehicle regis­
tered as an authorized emergency vehicle shall make 
application for such classification to the state commis­
sion on equipment. Following such inquiry as is con­
sidered necessary, the state commission on equipment 
may issue or refuse such authorization. The director of 
motor vehicles shall further require that there be sub­
mitted information concerning any person or persons 
who will operate such authorized emergency vehicle 
and it shall be unlawful for any such person, finn, cor­
poration or municipal corporation and the responsible 
officer thereof to permit the operation of such author­
ized emergency vehicle by any person not approved as 
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operator thereof by the director of motor vehicles. [ 196 1  
c 1 2  § 46.08.060. Prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § 132; RRS § 
6360- 132.] 

46.08.065 Publicly owned vehicles to be marked-­

Exceptions. It shall be unlawful for any public officer 
having charge of any vehicle owned by the state of 
Washington or by any county, city, town or other pub­
lic body in this state and used in public business to op­
erate the same upon the public highways of this state 
unless and until there shall be painted upon such auto­
mobile or other motor vehicle in letters of contrasting 
color not less than two inches in height in a conspicu­
ous place on the left side thereof, the words "State of 
Washington" or the name of such county, city, town or 
other public body, together with the name of the de­
partment or office upon the business of which the said 
vehicle is used: Provided, That this section shall not 
apply to vehicles of the Washington state patrol, sher­
iff's office, police department, or any vehicles used by 
peace officers under public authority for special or gen­
eral purpose: Provided further, That it shall be lawful 
and constitute compliance with the provisions of this 
section for any department or office to adopt and use in 
lieu of the lettering required a distinctive insignia, ap­
proved by the state commission on equipment, and 
bearing substantially the same information as required 
herein. [ 196 1 c 12  § 46.08.065. Prior: 1937 c 1 89 § 46; 
RRS § 6360-46. Formerly RCW 46.36. 140.] 

46.08.070 Nonresidents, application to. Subject to a 
compliance with the motor vehicle laws of the state and 
acceptance of the provisions of this title, nonresident 
owners and operators of vehicles hereby are granted the 
privilege of using the public highways of this state, and 
use of such public highways shall be deemed and con­
strued to be an acceptance by such nonresident owners 
and operators of the provisions of this title. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 
46.08.070. Prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § 128 ;  RRS § 6360-128.] 

46.08.150 Control of traffic on capitol grounds. The 
director of general administration shall have power to 
devise and promulgate rules and regulations for the 
control of vehicular and pedestrian traffic and the 
parking of motor vehicles on the state capitol grounds. 
Such rules and regulations shall be promulgated by 
publication in one issue of a newspaper published at the 
state capitol and shall be given such further publicity as 
the director may deem proper. [ 1 961  c 12 § 46.08 . 150. 
Prior: 1955 c 285 § 2 1 ; 1947 c 1 1  § 1 ;  Rem. Supp. 1947 
§ 792 1-20.] 

46.08.160 Control of traffic on capitol grounds­

Enforcing officer. The chief of the Washington state pa­
trol shall be the chief enforcing officer to assure the 
proper enforcement of such rules and regulations. [ 1 961  
c 12 § 46.08. 160. Prior: 1 947 c 1 1  § 2 ;  Rem. Supp. 1947 
§ 792 1-2 1 .] 

46.08.170 Control of traffic on capitol grounds­
Violations, misdemeanors--Jurisdiction. Any violation 
of a rule or regulation prescribed under RCW 46.08. 1 50 

shall be punishable as a misdemeanor, and the courts of 
justices of the peace in Thurston county shall have ju­
risdiction over such offenses . .[1 963 c 1 58 § 2 ;  1 96 1  c 1 2  
§ 46.08. 1 70. Prior: 1 947 c 1 1  § 3 ;  Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 
792 1-22.] 

46.08.172 Control of traffic on capitol grounds-­

Disposition of fines and parking revenue--State capitol 
vehicle parking account. There is hereby established an 
account within the general fund of the state treasury to 
be known as the "state capitol vehicle parking ac­
count".  All unpledged parking rental income and fines 
collected by the department of general administration 
from rental of parking space and the enforcement of 
traffic regulations on the capitol grounds and the east 
capitol site shall be deposited in the "state capitol vehi­
cle parking account". 

The "state capitol vehicle parking account" shall be 
used to pay costs incurred in the operation, mainte­
nance, regulation and enforcement of vehicle parking 
and parking facilities at the state capitol. [ 1 963 c 158 § 
1 .] 

46.08.190 Jurisdiction of justices of peace, police 
court and superior court. Every justice of the peace and 
police court judge shall have concurrent jurisdiction 
with superior court judges of the state for all violations 
of the provisions of this title and may impose any pun­
ishment provided therefor. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.08. 1 90. Prior: 
1955 c 393 § 4.] 
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46.09.010 Application of chapter--Permission nec­
essary to enter upon private lands. The provisions of this 
chapter shall apply to all lands in this state. Nothing in 
chapter 43.09 RCW, RCW 67.32.050, 67.32.080, 67.32-
. 1 00, 67.32. 1 30 or 67.32. 140 shall be deemed to grant to 
any person the right or authority to enter upon private 
property without permission of the property owner. 
[ 1 972 ex.s. c 153 § 2; 197 1  ex.s. c 47 § 6.] 

Reviser's note: Throughout chapter 46.09 RCW, with the exception 
of RCW 46.09.010 and 46.09.900, the phrase "this 197 1  amendatory 
act" has been changed to "this chapter". This 1971 amendatory act 
[ 197 1 ex.s. c 47] consists of chapter 46.09 RCW and RCW 67.32.050, 
67.32.080, 67.32. 100, 67.32. 130 and 67.32. 140. 

Appropriations--1972 ex.s. c 153: "To carry out the provisions of 
this 1 972 amendatory act, there is appropriated to the interagency 
committee for outdoor recreation from the outdoor recreation ac­
count those moneys as provided from A TV permit fees and dealer 
permit and tag fees, in the sum of one million dollars, or such lesser 
amounts of the all-terrain vehicle use permit fees and dealer permit 
and tag fees collected by the department, or so much thereof as may 
be necessary. 

To carry out the provisions of this 1972 amendatory act there is 
appropriated to the interagency committee for outdoor recreation 
from the outdoor recreation account, those moneys as provided from 
A TV fuel tax refunds, in the sum of one million dollars, or such lesser 
amount, as represents the refund of tax on motor vehicle fuel which 
has been determined to be a tax on all-terrain vehicle fuel, or so 
much thereof as may be necessary. 

To carry out the provisions of this 1972 amendatory act, there is 
appropriated to the department from the motor vehicle fund, the sum 
of twenty thousand dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary." 
[ 1972 ex.s. c 153 § 26; 197 1  ex.s. c 47 § 27.] 

Reviser's note: "this 1972 amendatory act" ( 1972 ex.s. c 153] as 
used in the above quoted appropriation section consists of the 
amendments to RCW 46.09.01(}.46.09.120, 46.09. 15(}.46.09.210, 46-
. 10.040, 46.10.070, 46. 10.080, 46. 10. 1 10, and 46. 10. 120, and to RCW 
46.09.220, 46.09.230, and 46. 10. 1 85, and the repeal of RCW 46.09. 100. 

Purpose-1972 ex.s. c 153: See RCW 67.32.080. 

46.09.020 Definitions. As used in this chapter the 
following words and phrases shall have the designated 
meanings unless a different meaning is expressly pro­
vided or the context otherwise clearly indicates: 

"Person" shall mean any individual, firm, partner­
ship, association or corporation. 

"All-terrain vehicle" shall mean any self-propelled 
vehicle when used for cross-country travel on trails and 
nonhighway roads or any one of the following or a 
combination thereof: Land, water, snow, ice, marsh, 
swampland, and other natural terrain. Such vehicles 
shall include but are not limited to, four-wheel drive 
vehicles, motorcycles, amphibious vehicles, ground ef­
fects or air cushion vehicles, and any other means of 
land transportation deriving motive power from any 
source other than muscle or wind; except any vehicle 
designed primarily for travel on, over, or in the water, 
farm vehicles, logging and private forestry vehicles, 
snowmobiles or any military or law enforcement 
vehicles. 

"A TV use permit" means the permit system estab­
lished for an all-terrain vehicle, in this state, pursuant 
to this chapter. 

"Trail" for the purpose of this chapter, shall mean a 
corridor designated and maintained for recreational 
travel ; by whatever mode of transportation (foot, ani­
mal, or vehicular) authorized by the managing authority 
of the property that the trail traverses. 
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"Owner" shall mean the person other than the lien­
holder, having an interest in or title to an all-terrain 
vehicle, and entitled to the use or possession thereof. 

"Operator" means each person who operates, or is in 
physical control of, any all-terrain vehicle. 

"Dealer" means a person, partnership, association, or 
corporation engaged in the business of selling all-ter­
rain vehicles at wholesale or retail in this state. 

"Department" shall mean the department of motor 
vehicles. 

"Director" shall mean the director of the department 
of motor vehicles. 

"Committee" shall mean the interagency committee 
for outdoor recreation. 

"Hunt" shall mean any effort to kill, injure, capture, 
or purposely disturb a wild animal or wild bird. 

"Nonhighway road" shall mean any road other than 
a highway generally capable of travel by a conventional 
two-wheel drive passenger automobile during most of 
the year and in use by such vehicles and which are pri­
vate roads or controlled and maintained by the depart­
ment of natural resources, the state parks and 
recreation commission and the state game department: 
Provided, That such roads are not built or maintained 
by appropriations from the motor vehicle fund. 

"Highway" for the purpose of this chapter only shall 
mean the entire width between the boundary lines of 
every way publicly maintained by the state department 
of highways or any county or city when any part there­
of is generally open to the use of the public for pur­
poses of vehicular travel as a matter of right. 

"Organized competitive event" shall mean any corn­
petition, advertised in advance, sponsored by recog­
nized clubs, and conducted at a predetermined time 
and place. [ 1 972 ex.s. c 1 53 § 3 ;  1 97 1  ex.s. c 47 § 7.] 

Purpose--1972 ex.s. c 153: See RCW 67.32.080. 

46.09.030 Use permits--Issuance--Fees. The 
department shall provide for the issuance of use permits 
for all-terrain vehicles and may appoint agents for col­
lecting fees and issuing permits. The provisions of RCW 
46.0 1 . 1 30 and 46.0 1 . 140 shall apply to the issuance of 
use permits for all-terrain vehicles as they do to the is­
suance of vehicle licenses, the appointment of agents 
and the collection of application fees :  Provided, That 
filing fees for A TV use permits collected by the director 
shall be certified to the state treasurer and deposited to 
the credit of the outdoor recreation account. [ 1972 ex.s. 
c 1 53 § 4; 1 97 1  ex.s. c 47 § 8.] 

Purpose-1972 ex.s. c 153: See RCW 67.32.080. 

46.09.040 Use permit prerequisite to operation. Ex­
cept as provided in this chapter, no person shall operate 
any all-terrain vehicle within this state after February 
27, 1972 unless such all-terrain vehicle has been as­
signed an ATV use permit and displays an ATV tag in 
accordance with the provisions of this chapter: Provid­
ed, That the 1 972 registration, licensing, and display 
thereof shall be deemed to have complied with this sec­
tion for the 1 972 registration period. [ 1 972 ex.s. c 1 53 § 
5 ;  1 97 1  ex.s. c 47 § 9.] 
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Purpose---1972 ex.s. c 153: See RCW 67.32.080. 

46.09.050 Vehicles exempted from ATV use permits 
and tags. A TV use permits and A TV tags shall be re­
quired under the provisions of this chapter except for 
the following: 

( 1 )  All-terrain vehicles owned and operated by the 
United States, another state, or a political subdivision 
thereof. 

(2) All-terrain vehicles owned and operated by this 
state, or by any municipality or political subdivision 
thereof. 

(3) An all-terrain vehicle operating in an organized 
competitive event on privately owned or leased land: 
Provided, That if such leased land is owned by the state 
of Washington this exemption shall not apply unless the 
state agency exercising jurisdiction over the land in 
question specifically authorizes said competitive event: 
Provided further, That such exemption shall be strictly 
construed. 

( 4) All-terrain vehicles operated on lands owned or 
leased by the ATV owner or operator or lands on which 
the operator has permission to operate without an A TV 
use permit. 

(5) All-terrain vehicles which are validly licensed to 
operate over a highway of this state or if owned by 
nonresidents of this state, all-terrain vehicles which are 
validly licensed for operation over public highways in 
the state of the owner's residence. 

(6) Those two-wheeled vehicles with engines of fifty 
cubic centimeters or less displacement or those two­
wheeled vehicles with engines which develop five or less 
horsepower, or those two-wheeled vehicles with a 
wheelbase · of forty-two inches or less, or those two­
wheeled vehicles which are equipped with wheels of 
fourteen inches or less rim diameter. 

(7) All-terrain vehicles while being used for search 
and rescue purposes under the authority or direction of 
an appropriate search and rescue or law enforcement 
agency. 

(8) Vehicles used primarily for construction or in­
spection purposes during the course of a commercial 
operation. [ 1972 ex.s. c 1 53 § 6;  197 1  ex.s. c 47 § 10.] 

Purpose--1972 ex.s. c 153: See RCW 67.32.080. 

46.09.060 A TV use permit period. The A TV use per­
mit period established by the department shall be con­
current with the registration period established by the 
department for motor vehicles pursuant to chapter 46-
. 1 6  RCW. [ 1 972 ex.s. c 1 53 § 7 ;  197 1  ex.s. c 47 § 1 1 .] 

Purpose--1972 ex.s. c 153: See RCW 67.32.080. 

46.09.070 Application for A TV use permit--Num­
ber--Fee--Renewal--Application when transfer 
in ownership-Fee--Application for nonresident 
owners-Fee Permit. Application for an A TV use 
permit shall be made to the department or its author­
ized agent in such manner and upon such forms as the 
department shall prescribe, and shall state the name 
and address of each owner of the all-terrain vehicle, 
and shall be signed by at least one such owner, and 
shall be accompanied by a use permit fee of five dollars. 

Upon receipt of the application and the application fee, 
such all-terrain vehicle shall be assigned a use permit 
number tag or decal, which shall be affixed to the all­
terrain vehicle in a manner prescribed by the depart­
ment. The department may utilize applications, regis­
tration and license forms and registration numbering 
provided for use prior to February 27, 1972 for the bal­
ance of 1972 and such shall constitute use permits, tags 
or decals for 1972. 

The A TV use permit provided in this section shall be 
valid for a period of one year. Use permits shall be re­
newable each year in such manner as the department 
may prescribe, for an additional period of one year, 
upon payment of a renewal fee of five dollars. 

Any person acquiring an all-terrain vehicle for which 
a use permit has been issued under the provisions of 
this chapter must, within fifteen days of the acquisition 
or purchase of such all-terrain vehicle make application 
to the department or its authorized agent for transfer of 
such A TV use permit, and such application shall be ac­
companied by a transfer fee of one dollar. 

Any out-of-state owner of an all-terrain vehicle 
shall, when operating in this state, comply with the 
provisions of this chapter and if an A TV use permit is 
required under this chapter, he shall obtain a nonresi­
dent A TV use permit number and tag, valid for not 
more than sixty days or an annual permit and tag. Ap­
plication for such a permit shall state name and address 
of each owner of the all-terrain vehicle and shall be 
signed by at least one such owner and shall be accom­
panied by a fee of two dollars. The permit shall be car­
ried on the vehicle at all times during its operation in 
this state. [ 1 972 ex.s. c 1 53 § 8 ;  197 1  ex.s. c 47 § 1 2.] 

Purpose---1972 ex.s. c 153: See RCW 67.32.080. 

46.09.080 ATV dealers--Permits--Fees-­
Number plates--Violations. ( 1 )  Each dealer of all-ter­
rain vehicles in this state who does not have a current 
"dealer's plate" for vehicle use pursuant to chapter 46-
.70 RCW, shall obtain a dealer ATV permit from the 
department in such manner and upon such forms as the 
department shall prescribe. Upon receipt of a dealer's  
application for a dealer A TV permit and the fee pro­
vided for in subsection (2) of this section, such dealer 
shall be registered and an A TV dealer permit number 
assigned. 

(2) The A TV fee for dealers shall be twenty-five dol­
lars per year, which shall be deposited in the outdoor 
recreation account, and such fee shall cover all of the 
all-terrain vehicles owned by a dealer and not rented: 
Provided, That all-terrain vehicles rented on a regular, 
commercial basis by a dealer shall have separate use 
permits under the provisions of *this 1972 amendatory 
act. 

(3) Upon the issuance of an A TV dealer permit each 
dealer shall purchase, at a cost to be determined by the 
department, A TV dealer number plates of a size and 
color to be determined by the department, which shall 
contain the dealer A TV permit number assigned to the 
dealer. Each all-terrain vehicle operated by a dealer for 
the purposes of testing or demonstration shall display 
such number plates assigned pursuant to the dealer 
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permit provisions as provided for in chapter 46.70 
RCW or this section, in a clearly visible manner. 

(4) No person other than a dealer or a representative 
thereof shall display number plates as prescribed in 
subsection (3) of this section, and no dealer or repre­
sentative thereof shall use such number plates for any 
purpose other than the purpose prescribed in subsection 
(3) of this section. 

(5) ATV dealer permit numbers shall be 
nontransferable. 

(6) On and after January 1 ,  1973, it shall be unlawful 
for any dealer to sell any all-terrain vehicle at whole­
sale or retail, or to test or demonstrate any all-terrain 
vehicle within the state, unless he has a motor vehicle 
dealers' license pursuant to chapter 46.70 RCW or an 
ATV dealer permit number in accordance with the pro­
visions of this section. [ 1 972 ex.s. c 1 53 § 9; 1 97 1  ex.s. c 
47 § 13 . ]  

*Reviser's note: "this 1 972 amendatory act", see note following 
RCW 67.32.080. 

Purpose--1972 ex.s. c 153: See RCW 67.32.080. 

46.09.090 Display of use permit and dealer tags. All 
ATV use permit tags and A TV dealer tags shall be dis­
played in a manner prescribed by the department on 
all-terrain vehicles when required by *this 1972 amen­
datory act except as provided in RCW 46.09.050. [ 1 972 
ex.s. c 1 53 § 10 ;  197 1  ex.s. c 47 § 14.] 

*Reviser's note: "this 1972 amendatory act", see note following 
RCW 67.32.080. 

Purpose--1972 ex.s. c 153: See RCW 67.32.080. 

46.09.110 Disposition of ATV use permit fees. The 
moneys collected by the department as ATV use permit 
fees shall be distributed from time to time but at least 
once a year in the following manner: 

( I )  The department shall retain enough money to 
cover expenses incurred in the administration of this 
chapter: Provided, That such retention shall never ex­
ceed eighteen percent of fees collected. 

(2) The remaining funds shall be deposited in the 
outdoor recreation account of the general fund to be 
distributed by the interagency committee to depart­
ments of state government, to counties, and to munici­
palities on a basis determined by the amount of present 
or proposed ATV trails or areas on which they permit 
A TV use. The interagency committee shall prescribe 
methods, rules, and standards by which such depart­
ments, counties or municipalities may apply for and 
obtain moneys from the outdoor recreation account for 
defraying expenses and costs for planning, develop­
ment, acquisition, and management of ATV recreation­
al areas and trails and the committee shall also apply 
for applicable federal matching funds: Provided, That 
agencies constructing all-terrain vehicle trails, camp­
grounds, and recreational areas and facilities, shall con­
sider the possibility of contracting with the state parks 
and recreation commission, the department of natural 
resources or other agencies to employ the youth devel­
opment and conservation corps or other youth crews to 
construct or assist in construction of such all-terrain 
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vehicle trails, campgrounds and recreational areas and 
facilities. 

The department of natural resources may use up to 
five percent of the use permit fees for administration 
cost and for implementing this chapter. [ 1 972 ex.s. c 153 
§ I I ; 1 97 1  ex.s. c 47 § 1 6.] 

Purpose--1972 ex.s. c 153: See RCW 67.32.080. 

46.09.120 Operating violations. It shall be unlawful 
for any person to operate any all-terrain vehicle: 

( 1) While under the influence of intoxicating liquor or 
a controlled substance; 

(2) In such a manner as to endanger the property of 
another; 

(3) On lands not owned by the operator or owner of 
the all-terrain vehicle without a lighted headlight and 
taillight between the hours of dusk and dawn, or when 
otherwise required for the safety of others regardless of 
ownership; 

(4) On lands not owned by the operator or owner of 
the all-terrain vehicle without an adequate braking de­
vice or when otherwise required for the safety of others 
regardless of ownership; 

(5) Without a spark arrester approved by the depart­
ment of natural resources; 

(6) Without an adequate, and operating, muffling de­
vice which shall effectively blend the exhaust and motor 
noise in such a manner so as to preclude excessive or 
unusual noise. All-terrain vehicles manufactured after 
January 4, 1 973, shall effectively maintain such noise at 
a level of eighty-two decibels or below on the "A" scale 
at one hundred feet under testing procedures as estab­
lished by the Washington state patrol ; 

(7) On lands not owned by the operator or owner of 
the all-terrain vehicle upon the shoulder or inside bank 
or slope of any nonhighway road or highway, or upon 
the median of any divided highway; 

(8) On lands not owned by the operator or owner of 
the all-terrain vehicle in any area or in such a manner 
so as to unreasonably expose the underlying soil, or to 
create an erosion condition, or to injure, damage, or 
destroy trees, growing crops, or other vegetation; 

(9) On lands not owned by the operator or owner of 
the all-terrain vehicle or on any nonhighway road or 
trail which is restricted to pedestrian or animal travel ;  

( 10) On any public lands i n  violation o f  rules and 
regulations of the agency administering such lands. 
[ 1972 ex.s. c 153 § 12 ;  197 1  ex.s. c 47 § 1 7.] 

Purpose-1972 ex.s. c 153: See RCW 67.32.080. 

46.09.130 Additional violations--Penalty. No per­
son shall operate an all-terrain vehicle in such a way as 
to endanger human life or to run down or harass deer, 
elk, or any other wildlife, or any domestic animal, nor 
shall he carry, transport or convey any loaded weapon 
in or upon, nor hunt from, any all-terrain vehicle. Vio­
lation of this section shall constitute a gross misde­
meanor. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 47 § 1 8. ]  



All-Terrain Vehicles 46.09.220 

46.09.140 Accident reports. The operator of any all-'-­
terrain vehicle involved in any accident resulting in in­
jury to or death of any person, or property damage to 
another in the estimated amount of two hundred dollars 
or more, or a person acting for the operator shall sub­
mit such reports as are required under chapter 46.52 
RCW, as now enacted or as hereafter amended, and the 
provisions of chapter 46.52 RCW shall be applicable to 
such reports when submitted. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 47 § 19.] 

46.09.150 Motor vehicle fuel excise taxes on fuel for 
all-terrain vehicles not refundable under RCW 8236.280. 
Motor vehicle fuel excise taxes paid on fuel used and 
purchased for providing the motive power for all-ter­
rain vehicles shall not be refundable in accordance with 
the provisions of RCW 82.36.280 as it now exists or is 
hereafter amended. [ 1 97 4 I st ex.s. c 144 § 1 ; 1 972 ex.s. c 
1 53 § 1 3 ;  1 97 1  ex.s. c 47 § 20.] 

Purpose--1972 ex.s. c 153: See RCW 67.32.080. 

46.09.160 Determination of moneys paid as excise 
taxes on fuel for all-terrain vehicles--Cost offset-­
Report. From time to time, but at least once each four 
years the department shall determine the amount or 
proportion of moneys paid to it as motor vehicle fuel 
t�x

. 
which is ta�ed on fuel used and purchased for pro­

vtdmg the motive power for all-terrain vehicles. Such 
determination may be made in any manner which is, in 
the judgment of the director, reasonable, but the man­
ner used to make such determination shall be reported 
at the end of each four-year period to the legislature. 
To offset the cost of making such determination the 
�reasurer shall retain in, and the department is author­
IZed to expend from, the motor vehicle fund, the sum of 
twenty thousand dollars in the first biennium after Au­
gust 9, 197 1 ,  and ten thousand dollars in each succeed­
ing biennium in which such a determination is to be 
made. [ 1 974 1 st ex.s. c 144 § 2; 1972 ex.s. c 1 53 § 14;  
197 1  ex.s. c 47 § 2 1 .] 

Purpose-1972 ex.s. c 153: See RCW 67.32.080. 

46.09. 170 Refunds from motor vehicle fund of 
amounts of tax on fuel for all-terrain vehicles--Distri­
bution--Use. From time to time, but at least once 
each biennium, the director of the department of motor 
vehicles shall request the state treasurer to refund from 
the motor vehicle fund amounts which have been de­
term�n�d to be the tax on fuel used and purchased for 
provtdmg the motive power for all-terrain vehicles, but 
which shall in no event exceed one percent of the motor 
vehicle fuel tax revenues collected pursuant to chapter 
82.3� RCW for the 1 973-75 biennium, less proper de­
ductions for refunds and costs of collection as provided 
in RCW 46.6S.090. The treasurer shall refund and place 
such amounts in the outdoor recreation account of the 
general fund to be administered by the interagency 
committee for outdoor recreation, and such amounts 
shall be distributed to departments of state government, 
to counties, and to municipalities on a basis determined 
by the amount of present or proposed ATV trails or ar­
eas on which they permit ATV use. Such distribution 

shall be reviewed and may be revised by the committee 
at least once each biennium. These moneys shall be ex­
pended by each agency only for all-terrain vehicle trail 
and area related expenses. [ 1 974 1 st ex.s. c 1 44 § 3 ;  
1 972 ex.s. c 153 § 1 5 ;  197 1  ex.s. c 4 7  § 22.] 

Purpose-1972 ex.s. c 153: See RCW 67.32.080. 

46.09.180 Local political subdivisions, state agencies, 
may regulate operation of all-terrain vehicles. Notwith­
standing any of the provisions of this chapter, any city, 
county, or other political subdivision of this state, or 
any state agency, may regulate the operation of all-ter­
rain vehicles on public lands, waters, and other proper­
ties under its jurisdiction, and on streets or highways 
within its boundaries by adopting regulations or ordi­
nances of its governing body, provided such regulations 
are not less stringent than the provisions of this chapter. 
( 197 1 ex.s. c 47 § 23.] 

46.09.190 General penalty--Civil liability. ( I )  Ex­
cept as provided in RCW 46.09. 1 30, any person violat­
ing the provisions of this chapter shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor and subject to a fine of not less than 
twenty-five dollars. 

(2) In addition to the penalties provided in subsection 
( I )  of this section, the owner and/or the operator of any 
all-terrain vehicle shall be liable for any damage to 
property including damage to trees, shrubs, growing 
crops injured as the result of travel by such all-terrain 
vehicle. The owner of such property may recover from 
the person responsible three times the amount of dam­
age. [ 1 972 ex.s. c 1 53 § 16 ;  1 97 1  ex.s. c 47 § 24.] 

Purpose-1972 ex.s. c 153: See RCW 67.32.080. 

46.09.200 Enforcement. The provisions of this chap­
ter shall be enforced by all persons having the authority 
to enforce any of the laws of this state, including, with­
out limitation, officers of the state patrol, county sheriffs 
and their deputies, all municipal law enforcement offi­
cers within their respective jurisdictions, state wildlife 
agents and deputy wildlife agents, state park rangers, 
state fisheries patrolmen, and those employees of the 
department of natural resources designated by the 
commissioner of public lands under RCW 43.30.3 10, 
76.04.060, and 76.04.080. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 47 § 25.] 

46.09.210 ATV to include snowmobiles, when. ATV 
as used in this chapter shall include snowmobiles unless 
the 1 97 1  legislature specifically provides for the regis­
tration and regulation of snowmobiles. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 47 § 
28.] 

Reviser's note: Snowmobile registration and regulation was provid­
ed for by the 1971 legislature in 1 97 1  ex. sess. c 29, codified in chapter 
46.10 RCW. 

46.09.220 Department of natural resources to coordi­
nate implementation and administration. The department 
of natural resources shall coordinate the implementa­
tion and administration of this chapter. [ 1 972 ex.s. c 1 53 
§ 1 8.] 

Purpose--1972 ex.s. c 153: See RCW 67.32.080. 
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46.09.230 Crediting of prior registration fees. All 
1971  registration fees collected pursuant to chapter 47, 
Laws of 197 1  ex. sess. and chapter 46.09 RCW by the 
department of motor vehicles from August 9, 197 1 ,  
through February 27, 1972 shall be credited to the 1 972 
or 1 973 permit fee. [ 1 972 ex.s. c 1 53 § 1 9.] 

Purpose---1972 ex.s. c 153: See RCW 67.32.080. 

46.09.900 Severability--1971 ex.s. c 47. If any 
provision of this 197 1  amendatory act, or its application 
to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the re­
mainder of this 197 1  amendatory act, or the application 
of the provision to other persons or circumstances is not 
affected. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 47 § 26.] 
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SNOWMOBILES 

Definitions. 
Operation of snowmobile without registration 

prohibited. 
Operation of snowmobile without registration prohibi­

ted--Exceptions. 
Application for registration--Fee-Registration 

number--Term--Renewal--Transfer--Non­
resident permit--Decals. 
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Local authorities may provide for safety and 
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Severability--1 97 1  ex.s. c 29. 
Short title. 

46.10.010 Definitions. As used in this chapter the 
following words and phrases shall have the designated 
meanings unless a different meaning is expressly pro­
vided or the context otherwise clearly indicated: 

( I )  "Person" shall mean any individual, firm, part­
nership, association, or corporation. 

(2) "Snowmobile" shall mean any self-propelled ve­
hicle capable of traveling over snow or ice, which util­
izes as its means of propulsion an endless belt tread, or 
cleats, or any combination of these or other similar 
means of contact with the surface upon which it is op­
erated, and which is steered wholly or in part by skis or 
sled type runners, and which is not otherwise registered 
as, or subject to the motor vehicle excise tax in the state 
of Washington. 
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(3) "All terrain vehicle" shall mean any self-propelled 
vehicle other than a snowmobile, capable of cross­
country travel on or immediately over land, water, 
snow, ice, marsh, swampland, and other natural terrain, 
including, but not limited to, four-wheel vehicles, am­
phibious vehicles, ground effect or air cushion vehicles, 
and any other means of land transportation deriving 
motive power from any source other than muscle or 
wind; except any vehicle designed primarily for travel 
on, over, or in the water, farm vehicles, or any military 
or law enforcement vehicles. 

(4) "Owner" shall mean the person, other than a li­
enholder, having the property in or title to a snowmo­
bile or all terrain vehicle, and entitled to the use or 
possession thereof. 

(5) "Operator" means each person who operates, or is 
in physical control of, any snowmobile or all terrain 
vehicle. 

(6) "Public roadway" shall mean the entire width of 
the right of way of any road or street designed and or­
dinarily used for travel or parking of motor vehicles, 
which is controlled by a public authority other than the 
Washington state highway commission, and which is 
open as a matter of right to the general public for ordi­
nary vehicular traffic. 

(7) "Highways" shall mean the entire width of the 
right of way of all primary and secondary state high­
ways, including all portions of the interstate highway 
system. 

(8) "Dealer" means a person, partnership, associa­
tion, or corporation engaged in the business of selling 
snowmobiles or all terrain vehicles at wholesale or retail 
in this state. 

(9) "Department" shall mean the department of mo­
tor vehicles. 

( 10) "Director" shall mean the director of the depart­
ment of motor vehicles. 

( 1 1 )  "Commission" shall mean the Washington state 
parks and recreation commission. 

( 1 2) "Hunt" shall mean any effort to kill, injure, cap­
ture, or disturb a wild animal or wild bird. [ 197 1  ex.s. c 
29 § 1 .] 

Appropriation--1971 ex.s. c 29: "To carry out the provisions of 
section 8(3) of this 1 97 1  act there is appropriated to the commission 
from the general fund, the sum of one hundred thousand dollars, or 
such lesser amount as represents fifteen percent per year of the snow­
mobile registration fees collected by the department, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary. 

To carry out the provisions of section 8(4) of this 1 97 1  act there is 
appropriated to the commission, to the department of natural re­
sources, and to the department of game, from the general fund, the 
sums of one hundred thousand dollars for each, or such lesser 
amounts as represent twenty percent per year of the snowmobile reg­
istration fees collected by the department, or so much thereof as may 
be necessary. 

To carry out the provisions of section 1 5  of this 1 97 1  act there is 
appropriated to the commission, to the department of natural re­
sources, and to the department of game, from the general fund, the 
sum of one hundred thousand dollars for each, or such lesser amounts 
as represent one third of the refund of tax on motor vehicle fuel 
which has been determined to be a tax on snowmobile fuel, or so 
much thereof as may be necessary. 

To carry out the provisions of section 1 7  of this 1971 act, there is 
appropriated to the department from the motor vehicle fund, the sum 
of twenty thousand dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary." 
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[ 1971 ex.s. c 29 § 23.] Sections 8, 15 and 17 of 197 1 ex. sess. c 29 are 
codified as RCW 46.10.080, 46. 10. 1 50 and 46. 10. 170, respectively. 

46.10.020 Operation of snowmobile without registra­
tion prohibited. Except as provided, in this chapter, no 
person shall operate any snowmobile within this state 
after August 9, 1971  unless �uch snowm�b!le has bee

_
n 

registered in accordance wtth the provtstons of thts 
chapter. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 29 § 2.) 

.46.10.030 Operation of snowmobile without registra­
tion prohibited--Exceptions. No registration shall be 
required under the provisions of this chapter for the 
following described snowmobiles: 

(1) Snowmobiles owned and operated by the United 
States, another state, or a political subdivision thereof. 

(2) Snowmobiles owned and operated by this state, or 
by any municipality or political subdivision thereof. 

(3) A snowmobile owned by a resident of another 
state if that snowmobile is registered in accordance with 
the laws of the state in which its owner resides, but only 
to the extent that a similar exemption or privilege is 
granted under the laws of that state for snowmobiles 
registered in this state : Provided, That any snowmobile 
which is validly registered in another state and which is 
physically located in this state for a period of more than 
sixty consecutive days shall be subject to registration 
under the provisions of this chapter. 

(4) Snowmobiles operated exclusively on lands owned 
and under the control of the owner thereof. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 
29 § 3.] 

46.10.040 Application for registration--Fee­
Registration number--Term--Renewal--Trans­
fer--Nonresident permit--Decals. Application for 
registration shall be made to the department in such 
manner and �upon such forms as the department shall 
prescribe, and shall state the name and address of each 
owner of the snowmobile to be registered, and shall be 
signed by at least one such owner, and shall be accom­
panied by a registration fee of five dollars. Upon receipt 
of the application and the application fee, such snow­
mobile shall be registered and a registration number as­
signed, which shall be affixed to the snowmobile in a 
manner provided in RCW 46. 10.070. 

The registration provided in this section shall be valid 
for a period of one year. At the end of such period of 
registration, every owner of a snowmobile in this state 
shall renew his registration in such manner as the de­
partment shall prescribe, for an additional period of one 
year, upon payment of a renewal fee of five dollars. 

Any person acquiring a snowmobile already validly 
registered under the provisions of this chapter must, 
within ten days of the acquisition or purchase of such 
snowmobile, make application to the department for 
transfer of such registration, and such application shall 
be accompanied by a transfer fee of one dollar. 

A snowmobile owned by a resident of another state 
where registration is not required by law may be issued­
a nonresident registration permit valid for not more 
than sixty days. Application for such a permit shall 
state name and address of each owner of the snowmo­
bile to be registered and shall be signed by at least one 

such owner and shall be accompanied by a registration 
fee of two dollars. The registration permit shall be car­
ried on the vehicle at all times during its operation in 
this state. 

The registration fees provided in this section shall be 
in lieu of any personal property or excise tax heretofore 
imposed on snowmobiles by this state or any political 
subdivision thereof, and no city, county, or other mu­
nicipality, and no state agency shall hereafter impose 
any other registration or license fee on any snowmobile 
in this state. 

The department shall make available a pair of uni­
form decals consistent with the provisions of RCW 46-
. 10.070 as now or hereafter amended. In addition to the 
registration fee provided herein the department shall 
charge each applicant for registration the actual cost of 
said decal, up to fifty cents per pair of decals. The de­
partment shall make available replacement decals for a 
fee of one dollar and fifty cents per pair. [ 1 973 l st ex.s. 
c 128 § l ;  1972 ex.s. c 1 53 § 20; 197 1  ex.s. c 29 § 4.] 

�1972 ex.s. c 153: See RCW 67.32.080. 

46. 10.050 Snowmobile dealers ' registration-­
Fee-Dealer number plates--Time limitation on 
registration. ( I)  Each dealer of snowmobiles in this state 
shall register with the department in such manner and 
upon such forms as the department shall prescribe. 
Upon receipt of a dealer's application for registration 
and the registration fee provided for in subsection (2) of 
this section, such dealer shall be registered and a regis­
tration number assigned. 

(2) The registration fee for dealers shall be twenty­
five dollars per year, and such fee shall cover all of the 
snowmobiles owned by a dealer and not rented on a 
regular, commercial basis: Provided, That snowmobiles 
rented on a regular commercial basis by a dealer shall 
be registered separately under the provisions of RCW 
46. 1 0.020, 46. 1 0.040, 46. 1 0.060, and 46. 1 0.070. 

(3) Upon registration each dealer shall purchase, at a 
cost to be determined by the department, dealer num­
ber plates of a size and color to be determined by the 
department, which shall contain the registration number 
assigned to that dealer. Each snowmobile operated by a 
dealer for the purposes enumerated in subsection (2) of 
this section shall display such number plates in a clearly 
visible manner. 

(4) No person other than a dealer or a representative 
thereof shall display a dealer number plate, and no 
dealer or a representative thereof shall use a dealer's 
number plate for any purpose other than the purposes 
described in subsection (2) of this section. 

(5) Dealer registration numbers shall be 
nontransferable. 

(6) Six months after August 9, 1 97 1 ,  it shall be un­
lawful for any dealer to sell any snowmobile at whole­
sale or retail, or to test or demonstrate any snowmobile, 
within the state, unless registered in accordance with 
the provisions of this section. [ 1971  ex.s. c 29 § 5.] 

46.10.060 Registration number permanent--Certif­
icate of registration, date tags. The registration number 
assigned to a snowmobile in this state at the time of its 
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original registration shall remain with that snowmobile 
until the vehicle is destroyed, abandoned, or perma­
nently removed from this state, or until changed or ter­
minated by the department. The department shall, upon 
assignment of such registration number, issue and de­
liver to the owner a certificate of registration, in such 
form as the department shall prescribe. The certificate 
of registration shall not be valid unless signed by the 
person who signed the application for registration. 

At the time of the original registration, and at the 
time of each subsequent renewal thereof, the depart­
ment shall issue to the registrant a date tag or tags in­
dicating the validity of the current registration and the 
expiration date thereof, which validating date, tag, or 
tags shall be affixed to the snowmobile in such manner 
as the department may prescribe. Notwithstanding the 
fact that a snowmobile has been assigned a registration 
number, it shaU not be considered as validly registered 
within the meaning of this section unless a validating 
date tag and current registration certificate has been is­
sued. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 29 § 6.] 

46.10.070 Affixing and displaying registration num­
ber. The registration number assigned to each snowmo­
bile shall be permanently affix·ed to and displayed upon 
each snowmobile in such manner as provided by rules 
adopted by the department, and shall be maintained in 
a legible condition ; except dealer number plates as pro­
vided for in RCW 46. 1 0.050 may be temporarily affixed. 
[ 1 973 l st ex.s. c 1 28 § 2; 1 972 ex.s. c 1 53 § 2 1 ;  1 97 1  
ex.s. c 29 § 7.] 

Purpose--1972 ex.s. c 153: See RCW 67.32.080. 

46.10.080 Distribution of snowmobile registration 
fees. The moneys collected by the department as snow­
mobile registration fees shall be distributed in the fol­
lowing manner: 

( I )  Ten percent each year for the first two years after 
August 9, 1 97 1 ,  and five percent each year for each year 
thereafter shall be retained by the department to cover 
expenses incurred in the administration of this chapter. 

(2) Twenty-five percent each year shall be distributed 
to the treasurers of those counties of this state having 
significant snowmobile use in such sums or upon such a 
formula as shall be determined by the director after 
consulting with and obtaining the advice of the 
Washington state association of counties, and shall be 
deposited in the county general fund and expended to 
defray the cost of administering this chapter. 

(3) For the first two years after August 9, 1 97 1 ,  fifteen 
percent each year shall be remitted to the state treasurer 
for deposit into the general fund and shall be credited 
to the commission and shall be expended for snow re­
moval operations at other than developed recreational 
facilities. Thereafter twenty percent each year shall be 
so remitted for such purposes : Provided, That the un­
used portion of the moneys allotted to the commission 
for snow removal operations at other than developed 
recreational facilities, as provided for in this section and 
in RCW 46. 1 0. 1 50, from the registration moneys and 
the gasoline fuel tax, as of March I of the second year 
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of the biennium shall revert to the development and 
operation fund of the commission. 

(4) Fifty percent each year shall be remitted to the 
state treasurer to be deposited in the general fund, and 
shall be credited in equal amounts to the commission, 
the department of natural resources, and the depart­
ment of game and shall be expended on the develop­
ment or operation of snowmobile facilities, but not on 
the acquisition or operation thereof. The commission, 
the department of natural resources and the department 
of game shall, not later than March 1 st of each year, 
prepare and submit to the Washington state parks and 
recreation commission an annual report which shall in­
dicate the purposes for which such amounts were ex­
pended. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 1 28 § 3 ; 1 972 ex.s. c 1 53 § 22; 
1 97 1  ex.s. c 29 § 8.] 

Purpose-1972 ex.s. c 153: See RCW 67.32.080. 

46.10.090 Operating violations. It shall be unlawful 
for any person to operate any snowmobile: 

( I )  At a rate of speed greater than reasonable and 
prudent under the existing conditions. 

(2) While under the influence of intoxicating liquor or 
narcotics or habit forming drugs. 

(3) In a manner so as to endanger the person or 
property of another. 

(4) Without a lighted headlight and taillight between 
the hours of dusk and dawn, or when otherwise re­
quired for the safety of others. 

(5) Without an adequate braking device which may 
be operated either by hand or foot. 

(6) Without an adequate and operating muffling de­
vice which shall effectively blend the exhaust and motor 
noise in such a manner so as to preclude excessive or 
unusual noise, and, on snowmobiles manufactured after 
January 4, I 973, which shall effectively maintain such 
noise at a level of eighty-two decibels or below on the 
"A" scale at one hundred feet under testing procedures 
as established by the Washington state patrol; except 
snowmobiles used in organized racing events in an area 
designated for that purpose may use a bypass or cutout 
device. 

(7) Upon the paved portion or upon the shoulder or 
inside bank or slope of any public roadway or highway, 
or upon the median of any divided highway, except as 
provided in RCW 46. 1 0. 1 00  and 46. 10. I 1 0. 

(8) In any area or in such a manner so as to expose 
the underlying soil or vegetation, or to injure, damage, 
or destroy trees or growing crops. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 29 § 9.] 

46.10.100 Crossing public roadways and highways 
lawful, when. I t  shall be lawful to drive or operate a 
snow�o?ile across public roadways and highways other 
than hmrted access highways when: 

. 
The crossing is made at an angle of approximately 

nmety degrees to the direction of the highway and at a 
place where no obstruction prevents a quick and safe 
crossing; and 

The snowmobile is brought to a complete stop before 
entering the public roadway or highway; and 
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The operator of the snowmobile yields the right of 
way to motor vehicles using the public roadway or 
highway; and 

The crossing is made at a place which is greater than 
one hundred feet from any public roadway or highway 
intersection. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 29 § 10.] 

46.10.ll0 Operating upon public road or highway 
lawful, when. Notwithstanding the provisions of RCW 
46. 10. 100, it shall be lawful to operate a snowmobile 
upon a public roadway or highway: 

Where such roadway or highway is completely cov­
ered with snow or ice and has been closed by the re­
sponsible governing body to motor vehicle traffic during 
the winter months; or 

When the responsible governing body gives notice 
that such roadway or highway is open to snowmobiles 
or all-terrain vehicle use; or 

In an emergency during the period of time when and 
at locations where snow upon the roadway or highway 
renders such impassible to travel by automobile; or 

When traveling along a designated snowmobile trail. 
[ 1972 ex.s. c 1 53 § 23 ; 1 97 1 ex.s. c 29 § 1 1 .] 

Purpose-1972 ex.s. c 153: See RCW 67.32.080. 

46.10.120 Restrictions on age of operators--Quali­
fications. No person under twelve years of age shall op­
erate a snowmobile on or across a public roadway or 
highway in this state, and no person between the ages 
of twelve and sixteen years of age shall operate a snow­
mobile on or across a public road or highway in this 
state unless .he has taken a snowmobile safety education 
course and been certified as qualified to operate a 
snowmobile by an instructor designated by the com­
mission as qualified to conduct such a course and issue 
such a certificate, and he has on his person at the time 
he is operating a snowmobile evidence of such certifica­
tion: Provided, That persons under sixteen years of age 
who have not been certified as qualified snowmobile 
operators may operate a snowmobile under the direct 
supervision of a qualified snowmobile operator. [ 1 972 
ex.s. c 1 53 § 24; 1 97 1  ex.s. c 29 § 12.] 

Purpose--1972 ex.s. c 153: See RCW 67.32.080. 

46.10.130 Additional violations-Penalty. No per­
son shall operate a snowmobile in such a way as to run 
down or harass deer, elk, or any other wildlife, or any 
domestic animal, nor shall he carry any loaded weapon 
upon, nor hunt from, any snowmobile. Any person vio­
lating the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a 
gross misdemeanor. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 29 § 1 3.] 

46.10.140 Accident reports. The operator of any 
snowmobile involved in any accident resulting in injury 
to or death of any person, or property damage in the 
estimated amount of two hundred dollars or more, or a 
person acting for the operator, or the owner of the 
snowmobile having knowledge of the accident, should 
the operator of the snowmobile be unknown, shall sub­
mit such reports as are required under chapter 46.52 
RCW, as now enacted or as hereafter amended, and the 

provisions of chapter 46.52 RCW shall be applicable to 
such reports when submitted. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 29 § 14.] 

46.10.150 Treasurer's duty to refund snowmobile fuel 
tax to general fund--CI'editing--Use. From time to 
time, but at least once each biennium, the director shall 
request the state treasurer to refund from the motor ve­
hicle fund amounts which have been determined to be a 
tax on snowmobile fuel, and the treasurer shall refund 
such amounts and place them in the general fund[; ]  
twenty-five percent of such amounts shall be  credited 
to the commission and shall be expended by it for snow 
removal operations at other than developed recreational 
facilities; seventy-five percent of such amounts shall be 
credited, in equal amounts, to the commission, depart­
ment of natural resources, and the department of game, 
and shall be expended for the development or opera­
tion, but not acquisition, of snowmobile facilities. [ 1 973 
1 st ex.s. c 128 § 4; 1 97 1  ex.s. c 29 § 1 5.] 

Appropriation-1971 ex.s. c 29: See note following RCW 
46.10.010. 

46.10.160 Snowmobile fuel excise tax nonrefundable. 
Motor vehicle fuel used and purchased for providing 
the motive power for snowmobiles shall be considered a 
nonhighway use of fuel, but persons so purchasing and 
using motor vehicle fuel shall not be entitled to a re­
fund of the motor vehicle fuel excise tax paid in ac­
cordance with the provisions of RCW 82.36.280 as it 
now exists or is hereafter amended. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 29 § 
1 6.] 

46.10.170 Determination of proportion of motor vehi­
cle fuel tax used as snowmobile fuel--Cost offset-­
Report. From time, to time, but at least once each four 
years, the department shall determine the amount or 
proportion of moneys paid to it as motor vehicle fuel 
tax which is tax on snowmobile fuel. Such determina­
tion may be made in any manner which is, in the judg­
ment of the director, reasonable, but the manner used 
to make such determination shall be reported at the end 
of each four year period to the legislature. To offset the 
cost of making such determination the treasurer shall 
retain in, and the department is authorized to expend 
from, the motor vehicle fund, the sum of twenty thou­
sand dollars in the first biennium after August 9, 197 1 ,  
and ten thousand dollars in each succeeding biennium. 
[ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 29 § 17.] 

Appropriation-1971 ex.s. c 29: See note following RCW 
46. 10.010. 

46.10.180 Political subdivisions, state agencies, may 
regulate operation of snowmobiles. Notwithstanding any 
of the provisions of this chapter, any city, county, or 
other political subdivision of this state, or any state 
agency, may regulate the operation of snowmobiles on 
public lands, waters, and other properties under its ju­
risdiction, and on streets or highways within its bound­
aries by adopting regulations or ordinances of its 
governing body, provided such regulations are not in­
consistent with the provisions of this chapter; and pro­
vided further that no such city, county, or other 

[ntle 46----p 211 



46. 10.180 Title 46: Motor Vehicles 

political subdivision of this state, nor any state agency, 
may adopt a regulation or ordinance which imposes a 
special fee for the use of public lands or waters by 
snowmobiles, or for the use of any access thereto which 
is owned by or under the jurisdiction of either the 
United States. this state, or any such city, county, or 
other political subdivision. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 29 § 1 8.] 

46.10.185 Local authorities may provide for safety 
and convenience. Notwithstanding any other provisions 
of this chapter, the local governing body may provide 
for the safety and convenience of snowmobiles and 
snowmobile operators. Such provisions may include, 
but shall not necessarily be limited to, the clearing of 
areas for parking automobiles, the construction and 
maintenance of rest areas, and the designation and de­
velopment of giveri areas for snowmobile use. [ 1 972 
ex.s. c 1 53 § 25.] 

Purpose--1972 ex.s. c 153: See RCW 67.32.080. 

46.10.190 General penalty-Civil liability. ( 1 )  Ex­
cept as provided in RCW 46. 1 0. 1 30, any person violat­
ing the provisions of this chapter shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 

(2) In addition to the penalties provided in subsection 
( 1 )  of this section, the operator and/or the owner of any 
snowmobile used with the permission of the owner shall 
be liable for three times the amount of any damage to 
trees, shrubs, growing crops, or other property injured 
as the result of travel by such snowmobile over the 
property involved. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 29 § 1 9.] 

46.10.200 Enforcement. The provisions of this chap­
ter shall be enforced by all persons having the authority 
to enforce any of the laws of this state, including, with­
out limitation, officers of the state patrol, county sheriffs 
and their deputies, all municipal law enforcement offi­
cers within their respective jurisdictions, state game 
protectors and deputy game protectors, state park rang­
ers, state fisheries patrolmen, and those employees of 
the department of natural resources designated by the 
commissioner of public lands under RCW 43.30.3 1 0, as 
having police powers to enforce the laws of this state. 
[ 1 97 1 ex.s. c 29 § 20.] 

46.10.210 Administration. With the exception of the 
registration and licensing provisions, this chapter shall 
be administered by the Washington state parks and 
recreation commission. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 1 28 § 5.] 

46.10.900 Severability--1971 ex.s. c 29. If any 
provision of this chapter, or its application to any per­
son or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of 
this chapter, or the application of the provision to other 
persons or circumstances is not affected. [ 1 97 1 ex.s. c 29 
§ 2 1 .] 

46.10.910 Short title. This chapter may be known 
and cited as the "Snowmobile act' ' .  [ 197 1 ex.s. c 29 § 
22.] 
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Sections 
46.12.005 
46. 12.010 

46. 12.020 
46. 12.030 

46. 12.040 

46. 12.050 
46. 12.060 

46.12.070 

46. 12.080 
46.12.090 

46. 12.095 
46. 12. 101 
46. 12. 105 

46. 12. 1 20 
46. 12.125 

46. 12. 130 

46. 12.140 

46. 1 2. 1 5 1  

46. 12. 160 
46. 12. 1 70 
46.12. 1 8 1  
46. 1 2. 190 
46. 12.200 

46. 12.2 10 
46. 12.220 
46. 12.230 
46.12.240 

46.12.250 

46. 12.260 

46. 12.270 
46. 12.280 
46. 12.290 

Definitions. 
Certificates required to operate and sell vehicles---­

Manufacturers or dealers, security interest, how 
perfected. 

Prerequisite to issuance of vehicle license and plates. 
Certificate of ownership--Application�n­

tents--Inspection of vehicle. 
Certificate of ownership--Application and inspection 

fees. 
Issuance of certificates--Contents. 
Procedure when identification number altered or 

obliterated. 
Destruction of vehicle--Surrender of certificates, pen­

alty--Notice of settlement by insurance company. 
Procedure on installation of different motor--Penalty. 
Procedure when motor or motor block removed--Un-

lawful acts. 
Requirements for perfecting security interest. 
Transfer of ownership, how perfected. 
Transfer of ownership of mobile home, county assessor 

notified. 
Duty when purchaser or transferee is a dealer. 
Procedure when transferor to a dealer is from out of 

state or car in inventory. 
Assigned certificate of ownership to be filed by depart· 

ment--Transfer of interest in vehicle. 
Certificates of ownership for dealers' or manufacturers' 

used vehicles. 
Procedure when department unsatisfied as to ownership 

and security interests. 
Director may refuse or cancel certificate-Penalty. 
Procedure when security agreement is placed on vehicle. 
Duplicate for lost, stolen, mutilated, etc., certificates. 
Legal owner not liable for acts of registered owner. 
State or director not liable for acts in administering 

chapter. 
Penalty for false statements or illegal transfers. 
Alteration or forgery--Penalty. 
Permit to licensed wrecker to junk vehicle-Fee. 
Appeals to superior court from suspension, revocation, 

cancellation or refusal of license or certificate under 
chapters 46. 12 and 46. 16  RCW. 

Ownership of motor vehicle by person under eighteen 
prohibited--Exceptions, 

Sale or transfer of motor vehicle ownership to person 
under eighteen prohibited. 

Penalty for violation of RCW 46. 12.250 or 46.12.260. 
Campers--Application to--Rules and regulations. 
Mobile homes, application of chapter to--Rules and 

regulations. 

Abandoned junk motor vehicles: RCW 46.52. 145 through 46.52. 160. 

Defacement of motor serial number: RCW 9.54.030. 

Hulk haulers' or scrap processors' licenses: Chapter 46.79 RCW. 

46.12.005 Definitions. As used in this amendatory 
act, the words "delivery" ,  "notice" ,  "send" and ' 'securi­
ty interest" shall have the same meaning as these terms 
are defined in RCW 62A. l -201 as now and hereafter 
amended; the word, "secured party" shall have the 
same meaning as this term is defined in RCW 62A.9-
105 as now and hereafter amended. [ 1 967 c 140 § 5.] 

Reviser's note: "this amendatory act" [ 1967 c 140] consists of RCW 
46.12.005, 46. 12.010, 46. 12.095, 46. 12. 101 ,  46.12. 120, 46. 12. 130, 46.12-
. 1 5 1 , 46. 12. 1 70 and 46.12. 18 1 .  

Effective date--1967 c 140: See note following RCW 46.12.010. 
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46.12.010 Certificates required to operate and sell 
vehicles-Manufacturers or dealers, security interest, 
how perfected. It shall be unlawful for any �erson to 
operate any vehicle in this state u�der a cerh�cate of 
license registration of this state Wl�hout secunng a�d 
having in full force and effect a certificate of ownership 
therefor and it shall further be unlawful for any person 
to sell or transfer any vehicle without complying with 
all the provisions of this chapter relating to certificates 
of ownership and license registration of vehicles: Pro­
vided, No certificate of title need be obtained for a ve­
hicle owned by a manufacturer or dealer and held for 
sale, even though incidentally moved on the highway or 
used for purposes of testing and demonstration, or a 
vehicle used by a manufacturer solely for testing: Pro­
vided, That a security interest in a vehicle held as in­
ventory by a manufacturer or dealer shall be perfected 
in accordance with RCW 62A.9-302( l )  and no en­
dorsement on the certificate of title shall be necessary 
for perfection: And provided further, That nothing in 
this title shall be construed to prevent any person enti­
tled thereto from securing a certificate of ownership 
upon a vehicle without securing a certificate of license 
registration and vehicle license plates, when, in the 
judgment of the director of motor vehicles, it is proper 
to do so. [ 1 967 c 140 § 1 ;  1 967 c 32 § 6;  1 96 1  c 1 2  § 
46. 12.01 0. Prior: 1 937 c 1 88 § 2; RRS § 63 1 2-2.] 

Effective date--1967 c 140: "This act shall become effective at 
midnight on June 30, 1967. It applies to transactions ,entered into and 
events occurring after that date." [ 1967 c 140 § I I .] This applies to 
RCW 46. 1 2.005, 46. 12.010, 46. 12.095, 46. 12. 101 ,  46. 12. 120, 46. 12. 130, 
46. 12. 151 ,  46. 12. 170 and 46. 12. 18 1 .  

Definitions: See RCW 46. 12.005. 

46.12.020 Prerequisite to issuance of vehicle license 
and plates. No vehicle license number plates or certifi­
cate of license registration, whether original issues or 
duplicates, shall be issued or furnished by the director 
unless the applicant therefor shall at the same time 
make satisfactory application for a certificate of owner­
ship or shall present satisfactory evidence that such a 
certificate of ownership covering such vehicle has been 
previously issued. [ I  967 c 32 § 7; 196 1  c 1 2  § 46. 1 2.020. 
Prior: 1 947 c 1 64 § 1 ,  part; 1 937 c 1 88 § 3, part; Rem. 
Supp. 1947 § 63 1 2-2, part.] 

46. 12.030 Certificate of ownership--Applica­
tion--Contents-Inspection of vehicle. The applica­
tion for certificate of ownership shall be upon a blank 
form to be furnished by the director and shall contain: 

( I )  A full description of the vehicle, which said de­
scription shall contain the proper vehicle identification 
number, the number of miles indicated on the odometer 
at the time of. delivery of the vehicle, and any distin­
guishing marks of identification; 

(2) A statement of the nature and character of the 
applicant's ownership, and the character of any and all 
encumbrances other than statutory liens upon said 
vehicle; 

(3) Such other information as the director may re­
quire: Provided, That the director may in any instance, 

in addition to the information required on said applica­
tion, require additional information and a physical ex­
amination of the vehicle or of any class of vehicles, or 
either: Provided further, That a physical examination of 
the vehicle is mandatory if it previously was registered 
in any other state or country. The inspection must veri­
fy that the vehicle identification number is genuine and 
agrees with the number shown on the foreign title and 
registration certificate. If the vehicle is from a jurisdic­
tion that does not issue titles, the inspection must verify 
that the vehicle identification number is genuine and 
agrees with the number shown on the registration cer­
tificate. The inspection must also confirm that the li­
cense plates on the vehicle are those assigned to the 
vehicle by the jurisdiction in which the vehicle was pre­
viously licensed. The inspection must be made by a 
member of the Washington state patrol or other person 
authorized by the director to make such inspections. 

Such application shall be subscribed by the applicant 
and be sworn to by him before a notary public or other 
officer authorized by law to take acknowledgments of 
deeds, or other person authorized by the director to 
certify to the signature of the applicant upon such ap­
plication. [ 1 974 1 st ex.s. c 1 28 § 1 ;  1 972 ex.s. c 99 § 2;  
1 967 c 32  § 8 ;  1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46. 1 2.030. Prior: 1 947 c 1 64 § 
1 ,  part; 1 937 c 1 88 § 3, part; Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 63 1 2-2, 
part.] 

Effective date--1974 tst ex.s. c 128: "This 1974 amendatory act 
shall take effect July 1, 1974." [ 1 974 l st ex.s. c 128 § 3.} 

46. 12.040 Certificate of ownership---Application 
and inspection fees. The application accompanied by a 
draft, money order, or certified bank check for one dol­
lar, together with the last preceding certificates or other 
satisfactory evidence of ownership, shall be forwarded 
to the director. 

The fee shall be in addition to any other fee for the 
license registration of the vehicle. The certificate of 
ownership shall not be required to be renewed annually, 
or at any other time, except as by law provided. 

In addition to the application fee and any other fee 
for the license registration of a vehicle, there shall be 
collected from the applicant an inspection fee of ten 
dollars whenever physical examination of the vehicle is 
required as a part of the vehicle licensing or titling pro­
cess. Such fee shall be certified to the state treasurer 
and deposited to the credit of the highway safety fund. 
[ 1974 1 st ex.s. c 1 28 § 2; 196 1  c 12 § 46. 12.040. Prior: 
195 1  c 269 § 1 ;  1947 c 1 64 § I ,  part; 1 937 c 1 88 § 3,  
part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 63 1 2-3, part.] 

Effective date--1974 1st ex.s. c 128: See note following RCW 
46. 12.030. 

46.12.050 Issuance of certificates---Contents. The 
director, if satisfied from the statements upon the appli­
cation that the applicant is the legal owner of the vehi­
cle or otherwise entitled to have the certificate of 
ownership thereof in his name, shall thereupon issue an 
appropriate certificate of ownership, over his signature, 
authenticated by seal, and a new certificate of license 
registration if certificate of license registration is  
required. 
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. 
Both the certificate of ownership and the certificate of 

hcense registration shall contain upon the face thereof, 
the dat

_
e of issue, the registration number assigned to 

the registered owner and to the vehicle, the name and 
address of the registered owner and legal owner, the 
motor number or proper identification number, if the 
certificate is for a motor vehicle, or the serial number, if 
the certifi�ate is for a trailer, and such other description 
?f the ��hicle and facts as the director shall require, and 
m additiOn thereto, if the vehicle described in such cer­
tificates shall have ever been licensed and operated as 
an exempt vehicle or a taxicab, or if it is less than four 
years old and has been rebuilt after having been totaled 
out by an insurance carrier, such fact shall be clearly 
shown thereon. 

A blank space shall be provided on the face of the 
certifi.cate of license registration for the signature of the 
registered owner. 

Upon i�suance of the certificate of license registration 
and certificate of ownership and upon any reissue 
thereof, the director shall deliver the certificate of li­
cense registration to the registered owner and the cer­
tificate of ownership to the legal owner, or both to the 
person who is both the registered owner and legal own­
er. '[ 1 967 c 32 § 9;  196 1  c 12  § 46. 12.050. Prior: 1 959 c 
166 § 1 ;  1 947 c 164 § 2; 1 937 c 1 88 § 4; Rem. Supp. 
1 947 § 63 12--4.] 

46.12.060 Procedure when identification number al­
tered or obliterated. Before the director shall issue a 
certifi�ate of ownership, or reissue such a certificate, 
covenng any vehicle, the identification number of 
which has been altered, removed, obliterated, defaced, 
omitted, or is otherwise absent, the registered owner of 
the vehicle shall file an application with the director, 
accompanied by a fee of five dollars, upon a form pro­
vided, and containing such facts and information as 
shall be required by the director for the assignment of a 
special number for such vehicle. Upon receipt of such 
�pplic.

ation, the director, if he is satisfied the applicant 
IS entttled to the assignment of an identification num­
ber, shall designate a special identification number for 
such vehicle, which shall be noted upon the application 
therefor, and likewise upon a suitable record of the au­
thorization of the use thereof, to be kept by and in the 
office of the director. This assigned identification num­
ber shall be placed or stamped in a conspicuous posi­
tion upon the vehicle in such manner and form as may 
be prescribed by the director. Upon receipt by the di­
rector of a certificate by an officer of the Washington 
state patrol, or other person authorized by the director, 
that he has inspected such vehicle and that the identifi­
cation number or the special number plate, has been 
stamped or s�curely attached in a conspicuous position 
upon the vehtcle, accompanied by an application for a 
certificate of ownership or application for reissue of 
such certificate and the required fee therefor, the direc­
tor shall use such number as the numerical or alpha­
numerical identification marks for the vehicle in any 
certificate of license registration or certificate of owner­
ship he may thereafter issue therefor. [ 1974 1st ex.s. c 36 
§ 1 ;  1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46. 12.060. Prior: 1 959 c 166 § 3; prior: 
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1 95 1  c 269 § 2;  1947 c 164 § 3(a) ; 1 939 c 1 82 § 1 (a); 
1 937 c 1 88 § 5(a); Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 63 12-S(a).] 

Effective date---1974 1st ex.s. c 36: "This 1974 amendatory act 
shall take effect on .!July l ,  1974." [ 1 974 1 st ex.s. c 36 § 2.) 

Defacement of motor serial number: RCW 9.54.030. 

46.12.070 Destruction of vehicle-Surrender of 
certificates, penalty--Notice of settlement by insurance 
company. Upon the destruction of any vehicle covered 
by certificates of license registration and ownership, the 
registered owner and the legal owner shall forthwith 
and within five days thereafter forward and surrender 
such certificate, together with the vehicle license plates 
therefor if available, to the director, together with a 
statement of the reason for such surrender and the time 
and place of destruction. Failure to notify the director 
or the possession by any person of any such certificate 
for a vehicle so destroyed, after five days following its 
destruction, shall be prima facie evidence of violation of 
the provisions of this chapter and shall constitute a 
gross misdemeanor. 

Any insurance company settling any insurance claim 
on any such vehicle as a total loss, less salvage, shall 
notify the director thereof within five days after the set­
tlement of any such claim under any policy of insur­
ance carried by it on a vehicle covered by certificates of 
license registration and ownership issued by this state. 
[ 1 96 1 c 12  § 46. 12.070. Prior: 1 959 c 1 56 § 4; prior: 
1 947 c 1 64 § 3(b); 1 939 c 1 82 § 1 (b); 1 937 c 1 88 § 5(b); 
Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 63 12-S(b).] 

46.12.080 Procedure on installation of different mo­
tor--Penalty. Any person holding the certificate of li­
cense registration for a vehicle in which there has been 
installed a new or different motor than that with which 
it w

.
as issued certific

_
ates of ownership and license regis­

�ratlon �hall forthwith and within five days after such 
mstallatwn forward and surrender such certificates to 
the director, �ogether with an application for issue of 
c
.
orrected certlficates of ownership and license registra­

tion and a fee of one dollar, and a statement of the dis­
position which was made of the former motor. The 
possession by any person of any such certificates for a 
vehicle in which a new or different motor has been in­
stalled, after five days following such installation, shall 
be p�ma facie evidence of a violation of the provisions 
of th1s chapter and shall constitute a misdemeanor. 
[ 1 96 1 c 1 2  § 46. 12.080. Prior: 1 959 c 1 66 § 5 ;  prior: 
1 95 1  c 269 § 3; 1 947 c 1 64 § 3(c); 1 939 c 1 82 § 1 (c); 
1937 c 1 88 § 5(c); Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 63 12-5(c).] 

46.12.090 Procedure when motor or motor block re­
moved-Unlawful acts. Whenever the motor or motor 
block carrying the identification number is removed 
from any motor vehicle and the vehicle has not been 
destroyed or dismantled in such a manner as to come 
under the provisions of RCW 46. 1 2.070, and there has 
be�n issued and is outstanding a certificate of owner­
ship for s�ch vehicle, the registered owner or vehicle 
dealer havmg possession of the vehicle shall, within a 
period of five days after the removal thereof, notify the 
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director in writing on forms to be prescribed by the di­
rector and furnished for that purpose, giving the de­
scription of the vehicle from which such motor or 
motor block has been removed, the date of the removal 
thereof, and the name and address of the purchaser or 
holder thereof, or in the event the motor or motor block 
is not in a condition to be used in a motor vehicle, the 
disposition made thereof. It shall be unlawful for any 
dealer or registered owner to fail, neglect, or refuse to 
comply with the provisions of this section. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 
46. 12.090. Prior: 1 959 c 1 66 § 6; prior: 1 947 c 1 64 § 
3(d); 1939 c 1 82 § l (d); 1937 c 1 88 § 5(d); Rem. Supp. 
1947 § 63 12-5(d).] 

46.12.095 Requirements for perfecting security inter­
est. A security interest in a vehicle other than one held 
as inventory by a manufacturer or a dealer and for 
which a certificate of ownership is required is perfected 
only by compliance with the requirements of this 
section: 

( 1 )  A security interest is perfected only by the de­
partment's receipt of: (a) The existing certificate, if any, 
and (b) an application for a certificate of ownership 
containing the name and address of the secured party 
and (c) tender of the required fee. 

(2) It is perfected as of the time of its creation: (a) if 
the papers and fee referred to in the preceding subsec­
tion are received by this department within eight de­
partment business days exclusive of the day on which 
the security agreement was created; or (b) if the secured 
party's name and address appear on the outstanding 
certificate of ownership; otherwise, as of the date on 
which the department has received the papers and fee 
required in subsection ( 1  ). 

(3) If a vehicle is subject to a security interest when 
?rought ii_Ito this state, perfection of the security interest 
IS determmed by the law of the jurisdiction where the 
vehicle was when the security interest was attached, 
subject to the following: 

(a) If the security interest was perfected under the 
law of the jurisdiction where the vehicle was when the 
security interest was attached, the following rules apply : 

(b) If the name of the secured party is shown on the 
e
_
xisting certificate of ownership issued by that jurisdic­

tion, the security interest continues perfected in this 
state. The name of the secured party shall be shown on 
the certificate of ownership issued for the vehicle by this 
state. The security interest continues perfected in this 
state upon the issuance of such ownership certificate. 

(c) If the security interest was not perfected under the 
law of the jurisdiction where the vehicle was when the 
security interest was attached, it may be perfected in 
this state; in that case, perfection dates from the time of 
perfection in this state. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 1 70 § 16 ;  1 967 c 
140 § 6.] 

Effective date--1967 c 140: See note following RCW 46. 12.010. 

Definitions: See RCW 46. 12.005. 

46.12.101 Transfer of ownership, bow perfected. A 
transfer of ownership in a motor vehicle is perfected by 
compliance with the requirements of this section. 

( I )  If an owner transfers his interest in a vehicle, oth­
er than by the creation of a security interest, he shall, at 
the time of the delivery of the vehicle, execute an as­
signment to the transferee and inscribe in ink the num­
ber of miles indicated on the odometer in the respective 
spaces provided therefor on the certificate or as the de­
partment prescribes, and cause the certificate and as­
signment to be transmitted to the transferee or to the 
department. 

(2) Except as provided in RCW 46. 1 2. 120 the trans­
feree shall within fifteen days after delivery to him of 
the vehicle, execute the application for a new certificate 
of ownership in the same space provided therefor on 
the certificate or as the department prescribes, and 
cause the certificates and application to be transmitted 
to the department. 

(3) Upon request of the owner or transferee, a se­
cured party in possession of the certificate of ownership 
shall, unless the transfer was a breach of its security 
agreement, either deliver the certificate to the transferee 
for transmission to the department or, when the secured 
party receives the owner's assignment from the trans­
feree, it shall transmit the transferee's application for a 
new certificate, the existing certificate, and the required 
fee to the department. Compliance with this section 
does not affect the rights of the secured party under his 
security agreement. 

(4) If a security interest is reserved or created at the 
time of the transfer, the certificate of ownership shall be 
retained by or delivered to the person who becomes the 
secured party, and the parties shall comply with the 
provisions of RCW 46. 12. 1 70. 

(5) If the purchaser or transferee fails or neglects to 
transfer such certificate of ownership and license regis­
tration within fifteen days after date of delivery of the 
vehicle to him, he shall on making application for 
transfer be assessed a five-dollar penalty on the six­
teenth day and one dollar additional for each day 
thereafter, but not to exceed fifteen dollars : Provided, 
That such failure or neglect to transfer within forty-five 
days after date of delivery of said vehicle shall be a 
misdemeanor. 

(6) Upon receipt of an application for the reissue of a 
certificate of ownership and transfer of license registra� 
tion, accompanied by the endorsed certificate of owner­
ship and such other documentary evidence as is deemed 
necessary, the department shaH, if the application is in 
order and if all provisions relating to the certificate of 
ownership and license registration have been complied 
with, issue new certificates of title and license registra­
tion as in the case of an original issue and shall trans­
mit the fees together with an itemized detailed report to 
the state treasurer, to be deposited in the motor vehicle 
fund. [ 1 972 ex.s. c 99 § I ;  1 969 ex.s. c 28 1 § 38;  1 969 
ex.s. c 42 § I ;  1 967 c 140 § 7.] 

Effective date--1967 c 140: See note following RCW 46.12.010. 
Definitions: See RCW 46. 12.005. 

46.12.105 Transfer of ownership of mobile home, 
county assessor notified. When the ownership of a mo­
bile home is transferred and the new owner thereof ap­
plies for a new certificate of ownership for such mobile 

(Title � 25J 
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home, the director of motor vehicles or his agents, in­
cluding county auditors, shall notify the county assessor 
of the county where such mobile home is located of the 
change in ownership including the name and address of 
the new owner and the name of the former owner. [ 1 97 1  
ex.s. c 23 1 § 13 . ]  

Effective date--1971 ex.s. c 231 :  See note following RCW 
46.0 1 . 130. 

46.12.120 Duty when purchaser or transferee is a 
dealer. If the purchaser or transferee is a dealer he shall, 
on selling or otherwise disposing of the vehicle, 
promptly execute the assignment and warranty of title, 
in such form as the director shall prescribe, including 
recording on the application the odometer reading as 
recorded by the previous owner on the title at the time 
the dealer obtained the vehicle or, if the previous owner 
failed to record the mileage on the title, the dealer shall 
attach a signed statement attesting to the odometer 
reading as it appeared on the vehicle at the time the 
vehicle was obtained by the dealer. Such assignment 
and warranty shall show any secured party holding a 
security interest created or reserved at the time of resale 
and the date of his security agreement, to which shall 
be attached the assigned certificates of ownership and 
license registration received by the dealer, and mail or 
deliver them to the department with the transferee's ap­
plication for the issuance of new certificates of owner­
ship and license registration: Provided, That the title 
certificate issued for a motor vehicle possessed by a 
dealer and subject to a security interest shall be deliv­
ered to the secured party who upon request of the 
dealer's transferee shall, unless the transt:er was a 
breach of his security agreement, either deliver the cer­
tificate to the transferee for transmission to the depart­
ment, or upon receipt from the transferee of the owner's 
bill of sale or sale document, the transferee 's applica­
tion for a new certificate and the required fee, mail or 
deliver to the department : And provided further, That 
failure of a dealer to deliver the title certificate to the 
secured party does not affect perfection of the security 
interest. [ 1 972 ex.s. c 99 § 3 ;  1 967 c 140 § 2;  1 96 1  c 1 2  § 
46. 12 . 120. Prior: 1 959 c 166 § 10 ;  prior: 1 947 c 164 § 
4(c) ; 1 937 c 1 88 § 6(c); Rem. Supp. 1947 § 63 12-6(c).] 

Effective date--1967 c 140: See note following RCW 46.12.010. 
Definitions: See RCW 46. 12.005. 

46.12.125 Procedure when transferor to a dealer is 
from out of state or car in inventory. In any case in 
which the transferor to the dealer is from out of state 
and has not recorded the mileage at the time of trans­
fer, or a car was in inventory prior to May 23, 1 972, the 
dealer, when mailing or delivering the assigned certifi­
cates of ownership and license registration to the de­
partment, shall attach a certificate indicating to the best 
of his knowledge or belief the mileage on the vehicle at 
the time it was placed into inventory. [ 1 972 ex.s. c 99 § 
4.] 

46.12.130 Assigned certificate of ownership to be filed 
by department--Transfer of interest in vehicle. Certifi­
cates of ownership when assigned and returned to the 

department, together with subsequently assigned reis­
sues thereof, shall be retained by the departme�t an? 
appropriately filed and indexed so that at all times It 
will be possible to trace ownership to the vehicle desig­
nated therein : 

( I )  If the interest of an owner in a vehicle passes to 
another, other than by voluntary transfer, the transferee 
shall, except as provided in subsection (3) of this sec­
tion, promptly mail or deliver to the department the last 
certificate of ownership if available, proof of transfer, 
and his application for a new certifi·cate in the form the 
department prescribes. 

(2) If the interest of the owner is terminated or the 
vehicle is sold under a security agreement by a secured 
party named in the certificate of ownership, the trans­
feree shall promptly mail or deliver to the department 
the last ·certificate of ownership, his application for a 
new certificate in the form the department prescribes, 
and an affidavit made by or on the behalf of the se­
cured party that the vehicle was repossessed and that 
the interest of the owner was lawfully terminated or 
sold pursuant to the terms of the security agreement. 

(3) If the secured party succeeds to the interest of the 
owner and holds the vehicle for resale, he need not se­
cure a new c·ertifi·cate of ownership but, upon transfer to 
another person, shall promptly mail or deliver to the 
transferee or to the department the certificate, affidavit 
and other documents (and articles) required to be sent 
to the department by the transferee. [ 1 967 c 140 § 3; 
1 96 1  c 12 § 46. 1 2. 1 30. Prior: 1 959 c 1 66 § 1 1 ;  prior: 
1947 c 164 § 4(d); 1937 c 1 88 § 6(d); Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 
63 1 2-6( d). 1 

Effective date--1967 c 140: See note following RCW 46.12.010. 
Definitions: See RCW 46. 12.005. 

46. 12. 140 Certificates of ownership for dealers' or 
manufacturers' used vehicles. In the case of dealers in 
vehicles, including manufacturers who sell to persons 
other than dealers, a separate certificate of ownership, 
either of the dealer's immediate vendor properly as­
signed or of the dealer himself, shall be required cover­
ing each used vehicle kept in his possession. [ 1 96 1  c 12 
§ 46. 1 2. 1 40. Prior: 1 959 c 1 66 § 12; prior: 1 947 c 164 § 
4(e); 1 937 c 1 88 § 6(e); Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 63 12-6(e).} 

46.12.151 Procedure when department unsatisfied as 
to ownership and security interests. If the department is 
not satisfied as to the ownership of the vehicle or that 
there are no undisclosed security interests in it, the de­
partment may register the vehicle but shall either: 

( I )  Withhold issuance of a certificate of ownership 
until the applicant presents documents reasonably suffi­
cient to satisfy the department as to the applicant's 
ownership of the vehicle and that there are no undis­
closed security interests in it; or 

(2) As a condition of issuing a certificate of owner­
ship, require the applicant to file with the department a 
bond in the form prescribed by the department and ex­
ecuted by the applicant, or in lieu thereof a deposit of 
cash in like amount. The bond shall be in an amount 
equal to one and one-half times the value of the vehicle 
as determined by the department and conditioned to 
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indemnify any prior owner and. secured party and. �ny 
subsequent purchaser of the vehicle or person acqumng 
any security interest in it, and their respective succes­
sors in interest, against any expense, loss or damage, 
including reasonable attorney's fees, by reason of the 
issuance of the certificate of ownership of the vehicle or 
on account of any defect in or undisclosed security in­
terest upon the right, title and interest of the applicant 
in and to the vehicle. Any such interested person has a 
right of action to recover on the bond for any breach of 
its conditions, but the aggregate liability of the surety to 
all persons shall not exceed the amount of the bond. 
The bond, or any cash deposit shall be returned at the 
end of three years or prior thereto if the vehicle is no 
longer registered in this state and the currently valid 
certificate of ownership is surrendered to the depart­
ment, unless the department has been notified of the 
pendency of an action to recover on the bond. [ 1967 c 
140 § 9.] 

Effective date--1967 c 140: See note following RCW 46.12.010. 

Definitions: See RCW 46. 12.005. 

46.12. 160 Director may refuse or cancel certifi­
cate--Penalty. If the director determines at any time 
that an applicant for certificate of ownership or for a 
certificate of license registration for a vehicle is not en­
titled thereto, he may refuse to issue such certificate or 
to license the vehicle and he may, for like reason, aner 
notice, and in the exercise of discretion, cancel license 
registration already acquired or any outstanding certifi­
cate of ownership. The notice shall be served personally 
or by registered mail. It shall then be unlawful for any 
person to remove, drive, or operate the vehicle until a 
proper certificate of ownership or license registration 
has been issued and any person removing, driving, or 
operating such vehicle aner the refusal of the director to 
issue certificates or the revocation thereof shall be guilty 
of a gross misdemeanor. [ 1 96 1  c 12 § 46. 12. 1 60. Prior: 
1959 c 166 § 14; prior: 1947 c 164 § 4(g); 1 937 c 1 88 § 
6(g); Rem. Supp. 1947 § 63 12-6(g).] 

46. 1 2. 1 70 Procedure when security agreement is 
placed on vehicle. If, after a certificate of ownership is 
issued, a security agreement is placed on the vehicle 
described therein, the registered owner shall, within ten 
days thereafter, present his application to the director, 
signed by the secured party, to which shall be attached 
the certificate of license registration and the certificate 
of ownership last issued covering the vehicle, which ap­
plication shall be upon a form provided by the director 
and shall be accompanied by a money order, bank 
draft, or certified bank check for one dollar. The direc­
tor, if he is sati�fied that there should be a reissue of the 
certificates, shall note such change upon his records and 
issue to the registered owner a new certificate of license 
registration and to the secured party a new certificate of 
ownership. 

Whenever there is no outstanding secured obligation 
and no commitment to make advances and incur obli­
gations or otherwise give value, the secured party must 
assign the certificate of ownership to the debtor or the 

debtor's assignee and transmit the certificate to the de­
partment with an accompanying fee of one dollar. The 
department shall then issue a new certificate of owner­
ship and transmit it to the owner. If the affected se­
cured party fails to either assign or transmit the 
certificate of ownership to the debtor within ten days 
after proper demand, he shall be liable to the debtor for 
one hundred dollars, and in addition for any loss 
caused to the debtor by such failure. [ 1 967 c 140 § 4; 
196 1  c 12 § 46. 12. 170. Prior : 195 1  c 269 § 4; 1947 c 164 
§ 5 ;  1 939 c 1 82 § 2; 1937 c 1 88 § 7 ;  Rem. Supp. 1947 § 
63 1 2-7.] 

Effective date--1967 c 140: See note following RCW 46.12.010. 

Definitions: See RCW 46.12.005. 

46.12.181 Duplicate for lost, stolen, mutilated, etc., 
certificates. If a certificate of ownership or a certificate 
of license registration is lost, stolen, mutilated or de­
stroyed or becomes illegible, the first priority secured 
party or, if none, the owner or legal representative of 
the owner named in the certificate, as shown by the re­
cords of the department, shall promptly make applica­
tion for and may obtain a duplicate upon tender of one 
dollar and upon furnishing information satisfactory to 
the department. The duplicate certificate of ownership 
or license registration shall contain the legend, "This is 
a duplicate certificate." It shall be mailed to the first 
priority secured party named in it or, if none, to the. 
owner. 

The department shall not issue a new certificate of 
ownership to a transferee upon application made for a 
duplicate until fifteen department business days after 
receipt of the application. 

A person recovering an original certificate of owner­
ship or title registration for which a duplicate has been 
issued shall promptly surrender the original certificate 
to the department. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 170 § 1 ;  1 967 c 140 § 8.] 

Effective date--1967 c 140: See note following RCW 46.1 2.010. 

Definitions: See RCW 46. 12.005. 

46.12.190 Legal owner not liable for acts of regis­
tered owner. The person, firm, copartnership, associa­
tion or corporation to whom a certificate of ownership 
shall have been issued shall not thereby incur liability 
or be responsible for damage, or otherwise, resulting 
from any act or contract made by the registered owner 
or by any other person acting for, or by or under the 
authority of such registered owner. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46. 1 2-
. 1 90. Prior: 1937 c 1 88 § 10, part; RRS § 63 1 2-10, part.] 

46.12.200 State or director not liable for acts in ad­
ministering chapter. No suit or action shall ever be 
commenced or prosecuted against the director of motor 
vehicles or the state of Washington by reason of any act 
done or omitted to be done in the administration of the 
duties and responsibilities imposed upon the director 
under this chapter. [ 1967 c 32 § 1 1 ;  1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46. 1 2-
.200. Prior: 1 937 c 1 88 § 10, part; RRS § 63 1 2-10, part.] 
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46. 1 2.210 Penalty for false statements or illegal 
transfers. Any person who shall knowingly make any 
f�lse statement of a material fact, either in his applica­
tion for the certificate of ownership or in any assign­
ment thereof, or who with intent to procure or pass 
ownership to a vehicle which he knows or has reason to 
believe has been stolen, shall receive or transfer posses­
sion of the same from or to another or who shall have 
in his possession any vehicle which he knows or has 
reason to believe has been stolen, and who is not an 
officer of the law engaged at the time in the perfor­
mance of his duty as such officer, shall be guilty of a 
felony and upon conviction shall be punished by a fine 
of not more than five thousand dollars or by imprison­
ment for not more than ten years, or both such fine and 
imprisonment. This provision shall not exclude any 
other offenses or penalties prescribed by any existing or 
future law for the larceny or unauthorized taking of a 
motor vehicle. ( 196 1  c 12  § 46. 12.2 10. Prior : 1937 c 1 88 
§ 12 ;  RRS § 63 1 2-12.] 

46.12.220 Alteration or forgery-Penalty. Any 
person who shall alter or forge or cause to be altered or 
forged any certificate issued by the director pursuant to 
the provisions of this chapter, or any assignment there­
of, or any release or notice of release of any encum­
brance referred to therein, or who shall hold or use any 
such certificate or assignment, or release or notice of 
release, knowing the same to have been altered or 
forged, shall be guilty of a felony. ( 1 967 c 32 § 12 ; 1961  
c 12 § 46. 1 2.220. Prior : 1 937 c 1 88 § 1 3 ;  RRS § 
63 1 2-13.} 

46.12.230 Permit to licensed wrecker to junk vehi· 
cle--Fee. Any licensed wrecker in possession of a 
motor vehicle ten years old or older, and ownership of 
which or whose owner's residence is unknown, may ap­
ply to the director for a permit to junk or wreck such 
motor vehicle, or any part thereof. Upon such applica­
tion, a permit may be issued by the director, upon re­
ceipt of a fee of one dollar, in a form to be prescribed 
by the director to authorize such wrecker to wreck or 
junk such vehicle, or any part thereof. [ 1 967 c 32 § 1 3 ;  
196 1  c 12  § 46. 12.230. Prior: 1957 c 273 § 12.] 

46.12.240 Appeals to superior court from suspension, 
revocation, cancellation or refusal of license or certificate 
under chapters 46.12 and 46.16 RCW. The suspension, 
revocation, cancellation, or refusal by the director of 
any license or certificate provided for in chapters 46. 1 2  
and 46. 16 RCW shall be conclusive unless the person 
whose license or certificate is suspended, revoked, can­
celed, or refused appeals to the superior court of 
Thurston county, or at his option to the superior court 
of the county of his residence, for the purpose of having 
the suspension, revocation, cancellation, or refusal of 
such license or certificate set aside. Notice of appeal 
must be filed within ten days after receipt of the notice 
of suspension, revocation, cancellation, or refusaL Upon 
the filing of the notice of appeal the court shall issue an 
order to the director to show cause why the license 
should not be granted or reinstated, which order shall 
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be returnable not less than ten days after the date of 
service thereof upon the director. Service shall be in the 
manner prescribed for service of summons and com­
plaint in other civil actions. Upon the hearing on the 
order to show cause, the court shall hear evidence con­
cerning matters with reference to the suspension, revo­
cation, cancellation, or refusal of the license or 
certificate and shall enter judgment either affirming or 
setting aside such suspension, revocation, cancellation, 
or refusal. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 42; 196 1  c 1 2  § 46.20.340. 
Prior: 1953 c 23 § 2;  1 937 c 1 88 § 74; RRS § 73 12-74. 
Formerly RCW 46.20.340.] 

46.12.250 Ownership of motor vehicle by person un­
der eighteen prohibited--Exceptions. It shall be un­
lawful for any person under the age of eighteen to be 
the registered or legal owner of any motor vehicle : Pro­
vided, That RCW 46. 1 2.250 through 46. 1 2.270 shall not 
apply to any person who is on active duty in the United 
States armed forces nor to any minor who is in effect 
emancipated: Provided Curther, That RCW 46. 12.250 
through 46. 1 2.270 shall not apply to any person who is 
the registered owner of a motor vehicle prior to August 
1 1 , 1969 or who became the registered or legal owner of 
a motor vehicle while a nonresident of this state. [ 1969 
ex.s. c 1 25 § I .] 

46.12.260 Sale or transfer of motor vehicle ownership 
to person under eighteen prohibited. I t  shall be unlawful 
for any person to convey, sell or transfer the ownership 
of any motor vehicle to any person under the age of 
eighteen : Provided, That this section shall not apply to 
a vendor if the minor provides the vendor with a certi­
fied copy of an original birth registration showing the 
minor to be over eighteen years of age. Such certified 
copy shall be transmitted to the department of motor 
vehicles by the vendor with the application for title to 
said motor vehicle. [ 1969 ex.s. c 1 25 § 2.] 

46.12.270 Penalty for violation of RCW 46.12.250 or 
46.12.260. Any person violating the provisions of RCW 
46. 12.250 or 46. 12 .260 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor 
and shall be punished by a fine of not more than two 
hundred fifty dollars or by imprisonment in a county 
jail for not more than ninety days. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 125 § 3.] 

46.1 2.280 Campers--Application tC)--Rules and 
regulations. The provisions of chapter 46. 12  RCW con­
cerning the registration and titling of vehicles, and the 
perfection of security interests therein shall apply to 
campers, as defined in RCW 46.04.085. In addition, the 
director of motor vehicles shall have the power to adopt 
such rules and regulations he deems necessary to im­
plement the registration and titling of campers and the 
perfection of security interests therein. [ 197 1  ex.s. c 23 1 
§ 6.] 

Effective date--1971 ex.s. c 231: See note following RCW 
46.0 1 . 1 30. 

46. 12.290 Mobile homes, application of chapter 
to--Rules and regulations. The provisions of chapter 
46. 12  RCW insofar as they are not inconsistent with the 
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provisions of this 197 1  amend
.
atory act shall apply to 

mobile homes regulated by thts 197 1  amendatory act: 
Provided, That RCW 46. 1 2.080, 46. 1 2.090, and 46. 1 2-
.250 through 46. 12.270 shall not apply t� mobile homes. 
In addition, the director of motor vehtcles shall have 
the power to adopt such rules and regulations as he 
deems necessary to implement the provisions of chapter 
46. 12  RCW as they relate to mobile homes. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 
23 1 § 14.] 

Reviser's note: "this 1 97 1  amendatory act", see note following 
RCW 46.0 1 . 1 30. 

Effective date-1971 ex.s. c 231: See note following RCW 
46.01 . 130. 

Sections 
46. 16.010 
46. 16.020 

46.16.025 

46. 16.030 
46. 16.040 
46. 16.045 
46. 16.047 

46.16.060 
46.16.061 
46. 16.065 
46.16.070 
46. 16.079 

46. 16.080 
46.16.083 
46.16.090 
46. 16. 100 
46.16.104 

46. 16. 105 

46. 16. 106 

46. 16. 1 1 1  
46.16. 1 15 

46. 16. 121  
46. 16. 125 
46. 16. 1 30 
46.16. 1 35 
46. 16. 1 37 
46. 16. 138 

46. 16. 140 

46. 16. 145 
46. 16. 1 50 
46. 16. 1 60  

46. 16. 170 
46. 16. 180 
46. 16.200 
46. 16.2 10 

46. 16.220 
46. 16.230 
46.16.235 

46. 1 6.237 

Chapter 46.16 
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Licenses and plates required--Exceptions. 
Exemptions--State and publicly owned vehicles-­

Registration. 
Identification device for exempt farm vehicles---Appli-

cation for--Contents--Fee. 
Nonresident exemption--Reciprocity. 
Form of application--Contents. 
Temporary permits---Authorized. 
Temporary permits---Form and contents--Dura-

tion--Fees. 
License fee, general--House moving dollies. 
Additional fees to help defray costs of studies. 
Small trailer license fee-----Cvnditions. 
Gross weight fees on trucks, stages and for hire vehicles. 
Fixed load vehicle equipped for lifting or towing--Fee 

in lieu. 
Fixed load machines--Fee in lieu--Exception. 

-Converter gear--Optional methods of licensing. 
Gross weight fees on farm trucks---Penalty. 
Special permits for single movement--Fee. 
Mobile home movement permit, vehicle license 

plates---Required--Copies to county assessors. 
Mobile home movement permit, vehicle license 

plates---Special one-transit permit--Condi­
tions---Fee, disposition. 

Mobile home movement without permit or vehicle li­
cense plate as misdemeanor--Exception. 

Gross weight, how computed. 
Payment of tonnage fees separately on trailers or semi-

trailers---Optional. 
Seating capacity fees on stages, for hire vehicles. 
Mileage fees on stages---Penalty. 
Reduction of fees for fractional year. 
Quarterly license--Penalty. 
Monthly license for transportation of logs---Penalty. 
Monthly license for transportation of logs---Penalty 

for operating vehicle for other purpose. 
Overloading licensed capacity--Additional li-

cense--Penalties. 
Overloading licensed capacity--Penalties. 
School buses exempt from load and seat capacity fees. 
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Reciprocity. 
Gr<;>ss weight to be marked on vehicle. 
Unlawful to carry passengers for hire without license. 
Applications to agents---Transmittal to director. 
Original applications---Renewals---Fees--Preissu-

ance, when. 
Time of issuance of licenses---Duration. 
License plates to be furnished. 
License plates to designate name of state of Washington 

without abbreviation. 
License plates to be treated with refiectorized materi­

als---Fee. 
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Attachment of plates to vehicles---Violations 
enumerated. 

License registration certificate--Endorsement-­
Maximum gross weight license--Attachment to 
vehicle. 

Loss or defacement of plates---Duplicates. 
Sale, loss, or destruction of commercial vehicle--Pro­

cedure on change in license classification. 
License certificate and plates follow vehicle on trans­

fer--Exception. 
Antique vehicles---"Horseiess carriage" licenses. 
Antique vehicles---Application to vehicles manufac­

tured after 193 1  and presently licensed. 
Vehicles more than thirty years old and operated as col­

lector's item, license, plates for--Fees, disposition. 
License plates for amateur radio operators---Fees--­

Deposit. 
License plates for amateur radio operators---Disposi­

tion of plates upon transfer of interest in vehicle. 
License plates for amateur radio operators---Emergen­

cy services, state patrol, county sheriffs to be furnished 
information. 

License plates for amateur radio operators---Duties of 
holder when radio license expires or is revoked-­
Penalty. 

Special plates for official representatives of foreign gov­
ernments---United States citizenship required. 

Decals for certain disabled perso�lifica­
tions---Transfer of vehicle--Rules---Penalty. 

Appeals to superior court from suspension, revocation, 
cancellation or refusal of license or certificate under 
chapter 46. 1 6  RCW. 

Nonresident members of armed forces---Temporary 
motor vehicle license--Issuance authorized. 

Nonresident members of armed forces---Display. 
Nonresident members of armed forces---Not liable for 

sales, use or motor vehicle excise taxes---Extent of 
exemption. 

Nonresident members of armed forces---Rules and 
regulations---Proof. 

Liability of operator and/or owner for violations. 
Campers--License and plates---Application--Fee. 
Personalized license plates---Use of fees for support 

and aid of wildlife resources---Purpose of act. 
Personalized license plates---Defined. 
Personalized license plates---Application. 
Personalized license plates---Design. 
Personalized license plates---Issuance to registered 

owner only. 
Personalized license plates---Application requirements. 
Personalized license plates---Fees. 
Personalized license plates---Transfer fees. 
Personalized license plates---Transfer or surrender of 

plates upon sale or release of vehicle ownership. 
Personalized license plates---Rules and regulations. 
Personalized license plates---Disposition of fees--­

Costs. 
Referral to electorate. 
Severability--1 973 1st ex.s. c 132. 

Auto transportation companies: Chapter 81.68 RCW. 

Special license plates--Fee--Hulk haulers or scrap processors: 
RCW 46. 79.060. 

46.16.010 Licenses and plates required--Excep­
tions. It shall be unlawful for a person to operate any 
vehicle over and along a public highway of this state 
without first having obtained and having in full force 
and effect a current and proper vehicle license and dis­
play vehicle license number plates therefor as by this 
chapter provided: Provided, That these provisions shall 
not apply to farm vehicle as defined in RCW 46.04. 1 8 1  
i f  operated within a radius of fifteen miles of the farm 
where principally used or garaged, farm tractors and 
farm implements including trailers designed as cook or 
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bunk
. 
houses used exclusively for animal herding tem­

poranly operating or drawn upon the public highways, 
and trailers used exclusively to transport farm imple­
ments from one farm to another during the daylight 
hours or at night when such equipment has lights that 
comply with the law: Provided further, That these pro­
visions shall not apply to spray or fertilizer applicator 
rigs designed and used exclusively for spraying or fer­
tilization in the conduct of agricultural operations and 
not primarily for the purpose of transportation, and 
nurse rigs or equipment auxiliary to the use of and de­
signed or modified for the fueling, repairing or loading 
of spray and fertilizer applicator rigs and not used, de­
signed or modified primarily for the purpose of trans­
portation :  Provided further, That these provisions shall 
not apply to equipment defined as follows: 

"Special highway construction equipment" is any ve­
hicle which is designed and used primarily for grading 
of highways, paving of highways, earth moving, and 
other construction work on highways and which is not 
designed or used primarily for the transportation of 
persons or property on a public highway and which is 
only incidentally operated or moved over the highway. 
It includes, but is not limited to, road construction and 
maintenance machinery so designed and used such as 
portable air compressors, air drills, asphalt spreaders, 
bituminous mixers, bucket loaders, track laying tractors, 
ditchers, leveling graders, finishing machines, motor 
graders, paving mixers, road rollers, scarifiers, earth 
moving scrapers and carryalls, lighting plants, welders, 
pumps, power shovels and draglines, self-propelled and 
tractor-drawn earth moving equipment and machinery, 
including dump trucks and tractor-dump trailer combi­
nations which either ( 1 )  are in excess of the legal width 
or (2) which, because of their length, height or unladen 
weight, may not be moved on a public highway without 
the permit specified in RCW 46.44.090 and which are 
not operated laden except within the boundaries of the 
project limits as defined by the contract, and other sim­
ilar types of construction equipment, or (3) which are 
driven or moved upon a public highway only for the 
purpose of crossing such highway from one property to 
another, provided such movement does not exceed five 
hundred feet and the vehicle is equipped with wheels or 
pads which will not damage the roadway surface. 

Exclusions : 

"Special highway construction equipment" does not 
include any of the following: 

Dump trucks originally designed to comply with the 
legal size and weight provisions of this code notwith­
standing any subsequent modification which would re­
quire a permit, as specified in RCW 46.44.090, to 
operate such vehicles on a public highway, including 
trailers, truck-mounted transit mixers, cranes and shov­
els, or other vehicles designed for the transportation of 
persons or property to which machinery has been at­
tached. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 1 7  § 2; 1972 ex.s. c 5 § 2 ;  1969 
c 27 § 3; 1967 c 202 § 2; 1963 ex.s. c 3 § 5 1 ;  196 1  ex.s. c 
2 1  § 32; 196 1  c 1 2  § 46. 16.010. Prior: 1955 c 265 § 1 ;  
1 947 c 33 § l ;  1937 c 1 88 § 1 5 ;  Rem. Supp. 1947 § 
63 1 2- 1 5 ;  1 929 c 99 § 5 ;  RRS § 6324.] 
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46.16.020 Exemptions--State and publicly owned 
vehicles-Registration. Any vehicle owned, rented or 
leased by the state of Washington, or by any county, 
city, town, school district or other political subdivision 
of the state of Washington and used exclusively by 
them, and all vehicles owned or leased with an option 
to purchase by the United States government, or by the 
government of foreign countries, or by international 
bodies to which the United States government is a sig­
natory by treaty, and used exclusively in its or their 
service shall be exempt from the payment of license fees 
for the licensing thereof as in this chapter provided: 
Provided, however, That such vehicles, except those 
owned and used exclusively by the United States gov­
ernment and which are identifi·ed by clearly exhibited 
registration numbers or license plates assigned by an 
instrumentality of that government, shall be registered 
as prescribed for the license registration of other vehi­
cles and shall display upon the vehicles the vehicle li­
cense number plates assigned by the director and 
except in cases of a foreign government or international 
body shall pay for such number plates a fee of one dol­
lar: Provided, further, That no vehicle license or license 
number plates shall be issued to any such vehicle under 
the provisions of this section for the transportation of 
school children unless and until such vehicle shall have 
been first personally inspected by the director or his 
duly authorized representative. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 132 § 
22; 1967 c 32 § 14;  1965 ex.s. c 1 06  § 1 ;  1961  c 12  § 
46. 16.020. Prior: 1 939 c 1 82 § 4; 1 937 c 1 88 § 2 1 ;  RRS 
§ 63 12-2 1 ;  1 925 ex.s. c 47 § 1 ;  1 92 1  c 96 § 1 7 ;  1919  c 46 
§ 2; 1 9 1 7  c 1 55 § 1 2; 1 9 1 5  c 142 § 17 ;  RRS § 6329.] 

Severabillty-1973 1st ex.s. c 132: See RCW 46.16.900, 46.70.920. 

46.16.025 Identification device for exempt farm vebi­
cles--Application for--Contents--Fee. Before 
any "farm vehicle", as defined in RCW 46.04. 1 8 1 ,  shall 
operate on or move along a public highway, there shall 
be displayed upon it in a conspicuous manner a decal 
or other device, as may be prescribed by the director of 
motor vehicles and issued by the department of motor 
vehicles, which shall describe in some manner the vehi­
cle and identify it as a vehicle exempt from the licens­
ing requirements of this chapter. Application for such 
identifying devices shall be made to the department on 
a form furnished for that purpose by the director. Such 
application shall be made by the owner or lessee of the 
vehicle, or his duly authorized agent over the signature 
of such owner or agent, and he shall certify that the 
statements therein are true to the best of his knowledge. 
The application must show: 

( 1) The name and address of the owner of the 
vehicle ; 

(2) The trade name of the vehicle, model, year, type 
of body, the motor number or the identification number 
thereof if such vehicle be a motor vehicle, or the serial 
number thereof if such vehicle be a trailer; 

(3) The purpose for which said vehicle is to be prin­
cipally used; 

(4) Such other information as shall be required upon 
such application by the director; and 
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(5) Place where farm vehicle is principally used or 
garaged. 

A fee of five dollars shall be charged for and submit­
ted with such application for an identification decal as 
in this section provided as to each farm vehicle which 
fee shall be deposited in the motor vehicle fhnd and 
distributed proportionately as otherwise provided for 
vehicle license fees under RCW 46.68.030. Only one 
application need be made as to each such vehicle, and 
the status as an exempt vehicle shall continue until sus­
pended or revoked for misuse, or when such vehicle no 
longer is used as a farm vehicle. [ 1 967 c 202 § 3.] 

46.16.030 Nonresident exemption--Reciprocity. 
Except as is herein provided for foreign corporations, 
the provisions relative to the licensing of vehicles and 
display of vehicle license number plates and license 
registration certificates shall not apply to any vehicles 
owned by nonresidents of this state if the owner thereof 
has complied with the law requiring the licensing of ve­
hicles in the names of the owners thereof in force in the 
state, foreign country, territory or federal district of his 
residence; and the vehicle license number plate showing 
the initial or abbreviation of the name of such state, 
foreign country, territory or federal district, is displayed 
on such vehicle substantially as is provided therefor in 
this state: Provided, That the provisions of this section 
shall be operative as to a vehicle owned by a nonresi­
dent of this state only to the extent that under the laws 
of the state, foreign country, territory or federal district 
of his residence, like exemptions and privileges are 
granted to vehicles duly licensed under the laws of and 
owned by. residents of this state. If under the laws of 
such state, foreign country, territory or federal district, 
vehicles owned by residents of this state, operating 
upon the highways of such state, foreign country, terri­
tory or federal district, are required to pay the license 
fee and carry the vehicle license number plates of such 
state, foreign country, territory or federal district, the 
vehicles owned by residents of such state, foreign coun­
try, territory or federal district, and operating upon the 
highways of this state, shall comply with the provisions 
of this state relating to the licensing of vehicles. Foreign 
corporations owning, maintaining, or operating places 
of business in this state and using vehicles in connec­
tion with such places of business, shall comply with the 
provisions relating to the licensing of vehicles insofar as 
vehicles used in connection with such places of business 
are concerned: Provided, further, That the director is 
empowered to make and enforce rules and regulations 
for the licensing of nonresident vehicles upon a recipro­
cal basis and with respect to any character or class of 
operation. [ 1967 c 32 § 1 5 ;  196 1  c 1 2  § 46. 16.030. Prior: 
1937 c 1 88 § 23; RRS § 63 1 2-23 ;  193 1  c 1 20 § 1 ;  1929 c 
99 § 4; 1 92 1  c 96 § 1 1 ;  I 9 19  c 59 § 6; 1 9 I 7  c I 55 § 7 ;  
I 9 1 5  c I 42 § I I ; RRS § 6322.] 

46.16.040 Form of application--Contents. Appli­
cation for original vehicle license shall be made on form 
furnished for the purpose by the director. Such applica­
tion shall be made by the owner of the vehicle or his 
duly authorized agent over the signature of such owner 

or agent, and he shall certify that the statements therein 
are true to the best of his knowledge. The application 
must show: 

( 1 )  Name and address of the owner of the vehicle; 
(2) Trade name of the vehicle, model, year, type of 

body, the motor number or identification number 
thereof if such vehicle be a motor vehicle, or the serial 
number thereof if such vehicle be a trailer; 

(3) The power to be used--whether electric, steam, 
gas or other power; 

(4) The purpose for which said vehicle is to be used 
and the nature of the license required; 

(5) The maximum gross license for such vehicle 
which in case of for hire vehicles and auto stages shall 
be the maximum adult seating capacity thereof, exclu­
sive of the operator, and in cases of motor trucks, truck 
tractors, trailers and semitrailers shall be the maximum 
gross weight declared by the applicant pursuant to the 
provisions of RCW 46. I 6. 1 1 I ;  

(6) The weight of such vehicle, if it be a motor truck 
or trailer, which shall be the shipping weight thereof as 
given by the manufacturer thereof unless another 
weight is shown by weight slip verified by a certified 
weighmaster, which slip shall be attached to the original 
application; 

(7) Such other information as shall be required upon 
such application by the director. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 1 70 § 2. 
Prior: 1967 ex.s. c 83 § 59; 1967 c 32 § I 6; 196 1  c 12 § 
46. I 6.040; prior: 1947 c 1 64 § 8 ;  1937 c I 88 § 29; Rem. 
Supp. 1947 § 63 I 2-29; I 92 1  c 96 § 5 ;  19 I9  c 1 78 § I ;  
1 9 I 9  c 59 § 4; 1 9 1 5  c 142 § 5 ;  RRS § 63 I 6.] 

Effective date--1967 ex.s. c 83: See RCW 47.26.910. 
Severabillty-1967 ex.s. c 83: See RCW 47.26.900. 

46. 1 6.045 Temporary permits--Authorized. ( I )  
The department in its discretion may grant a temporary 
permit to operate a vehicle for which application for 
registration has been made, where such application is 
accompanied by the proper fee pending action upon 
said application by the department. 

(2) The department may authorize vehicle dealers 
properly licensed pursuant to chapter 46.70 RCW to is­
sue temporary permits to operate vehicles under such 
rules and regulations as the department deems 
appropriate. 

(3) The fee for each temporary permit application 
distributed to an authorized vehicle dealer shall be five 
dollars which shall be credited to the payment of regis­
tration fees at the time application for registration is 
made. [ I 973 1 st ex.s. c 1 32 § 23 ; 196 1  c 1 2  § 46. 1 6.045. 
Prior: 1959 c 66 § I .] 

Severabillty-1973 1st ex.s. c 132: See RCW 46. 16.900, 46.70.920. 

46. 16.047 Temporary permits--Form and con­
tents--Duration--Fees. Forms for such temporary 
permits shall be prescribed and furnished by the de­
partment. Temporary permits shall bear consecutive 
numbers, shall show the name and address of the ap­
plicant, trade name of the vehicle, model, year, type of 
body, identification number and date of application, 
and shall be such as may be affixed to the vehicle at the 
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�ime of iss�ance, and remain on such vehicle only dur­
mg the penod �f such registration and until the receipt 
of perman.en t hcense plates. The application shall be 
regtstered m the office of the person issuing the permit 
and shall be forwarded by him to the department each 
day together with the fee accompanying it. 

A f�e of fi�ty cents shall be charged by the person 
authonzed to tssue such permit which shall be account­
ed for in the same manner as the other fees collected by 
such o�cers, prov�ded that such fees collected by coun­
ty audrtors or thetr agents shall be paid to the county 
treasurer in the same manner as other fees collected by 
the county auditor and credited to the county current 
expense fund. [ 1 96 1 c 1 2  § 46. 1 6.047. Prior: 1 959 c 66 § 
2.] 

46.16.060 License �ee, general--House moving 
dollies. Except as otherwise specifically provided by law 
for the licensing of vehicles, there shall be paid and 
collected annually for each calendar year or fractional 
part thereof and upon each vehicle a license fee in the 
sum of nine dollars and forty cents: Provided, however, 
Th�t t

.
he fee for licensing each house moving dolly 

whrch rs used exclusively for moving buildings or homes 
on the highway under special permit as provided for in 
chapter 46.44 RCW, shall be twenty-five dollars and no 
other fee shall be charged for the load carried thereon. 
[ 1 969 ex.s. c 1 70 § 3 ;  1 969 c 99 § 5 ;  1 965 c 25 § 1 ;  196 1  
ex.s. c 7 § 9 ;  1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46. 1 6.060. Prior: 1 957 c 1 05 § 
1 ;  I 955 c 384 § I I ;  I 95 1  c 1 50 § I 7 ;  I 949 c 220 § 8 ;  
1 937 c I 88 § 16 ;  1 93 1  c 140 § 1 ;  part; 1 92 1  c 96 § 15,  
part; 1 9 1 9  c 46 § 1 ,  part; 1 9 1 7  c 1 55 § 1 0, part; 1 9 1 5  c 
142 § 1 5, part; Rem. Supp. 1 949 § 63 1 2-16 ;  RRS § 
6326, part.] 

Effective date--1965 c 25: "This act shall take effect January I ,  
1966." [ 1965 c 25  § 6.) This applies to the 1965 amendments to RCW 
46. 16.060, 46.68.030, and 46.68.060, the repeal of 46.68.040, and to 
46.68.041 .  
Free motor vehicle license for certain disabled veterans: RCW 

73.04. 1 10. 

46.16.061 Additional fees to help defray costs of 
studies. In addition to all other fees prescribed by law, 
there shall be paid for each motor vehicle the following 
amounts at the time of the payment of the registration 
fee as provided by law: 

For each truck under 1 2,000 lbs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ .25 
For each truck over I 2,000 Ibs. and under 

20,000 lbs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ .50 
For each truck over 20,000 lbs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ LOO 
For each trailer 4,000 lbs. to 12,000 lbs. . . . . . . . .  $ .25 
For each trailer 12,000 lbs. to 20,000 lbs . . . . . . . .  $ . 50 
For each trailer, semitrailer or pole trailer 

over 20,000 lbs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 1 .00 
For each diesel truck . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $2.00 
For each auto stage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 1 .00 
For each for hire vehicle over 4,000 lbs . . . . . . . . .  $ .50 
For each motor vehicle not otherwise taxed 

h,erein . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ . 10 

Such fees shall be deposited in the motor vehicle 
fund, and shall be used by the legislative transportation 
committee and the state highway commission to help 
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defr�y the cos�s of special highway studies and other 
studtes as provtded for in this act and for other neces­
sary expenses of such committee. [ 1 963 ex.s. c 3 § 40.] 

Reviser's note: The language "this act" refers to chapter 3, Laws of 
1963 ex.s., several sections of which have not been codified as they are 
temporary or special in nature. For provisions relating to the legisla­
tive transportation committee, see chapter 44.40 RCW. 

46.16.065 Small trailer license fee Conditions. In 
lieu of the fee provided in RCW 46. 1 6.060, private pas­
senger car one or two-wheel trailers of two thousand 
pounds gross weight or less, may be licensed for the 
sum of three dollars and twenty-five cents, but only if 
such trailers are to be operated upon the public high­
way by the owners thereof. I t  is the intention of the 
legislature that this reduced license shall be issued only 
as to trailers operated for personal use of the owners 
and not trailers held for rental to the public. [ 1 96 1  ex.s. 
c 7 § 10 ;  1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46. 16.065. Prior: 1 95 1 c 269 § 7.] 

46.16.070 Gross weight fees on trucks, stages and for 
hire vehicles. In addition to other fees for the licensing 
of vehicles there shall be paid and collected annually 
for each motor truck, truck tractor, and auto stage or 
for hire vehicle with seating capacity of six or more, 
based upon the maximum gross weight thereof, the fol­
lowing gross weight fees as indicated in column A: 
Provided, however, That in the case of each motor 
truck or truck tractor which is propelled by steam, 
electricity, natural gas or diesel oil the fee shall be as 
provided in column B:  

A B 
Up to 4,000 lbs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 6.00 $ 6.00 
4,000 or more and less than 6,000 lbs. . . . . . . . . $ l l .OO $ 12.25 
6,000 or more and less than 8,000 lbs. . . . . . . . .  $ 18.50 $ 20.80 
8,000 or more and less than 10,000 lbs . . . . . . . . $ 23.50 $ 26.40 

10,000 or more and less than 12,000 lbs. . . . . . . .  $ 30.50 $ 34.30 
12,000 or more and less than 14,000 lbs . . . . . . . .  $ 37.50 $ 42.20 
14,000 or more and less than 16,000 lbs. . . . . . . .  $ 44.50 $ 50.10 
16,000 or more and less than 18,000 lbs. . . . . . . .  $ 74.00 $ 83.25 
1 8,000 or more and less than 20,000 lbs . . . . . . . .  $ 84.00 $ 94.50 
20,000 or more and less than 22,000 lbs . . . . . . . .  $ 92.00 $103.50 
22,000 or more and less than 24,000 lbs . . . . . . . .  $ 100.00 $1 12.50 
24,000 or more and less than 26,000 lbs . . . . . . . . $ 1 07.00 $120.40 
26,000 or more and less than 28,000 lbs . . . . . . . .  $ 1 28.00 $144.00 
28,000 or more and less than 30,000 lbs . . . . . . . . $ 1 47.00 $165.40 
30,000 or more and less than 32,000 lbs. . . . . . . .  $ 179.00 $201 .40 
32,000 or more and less than 34,000 lbs . . . . . . . . $191 .00 $214.90 
34,000 or more and less than 36,000 Ibs. . . . . . . .  $208.00 $234.00 
36,000 or more and less than 38,000 lbs. . . . . . . .  $229.00 $257.60 
38,000 or more and less than 40,000 lbs. . . . . . . .  $255.00 $286.90 
40,000 or more and less than 42,000 lbs. . . . . . . .  $265.00 $298.10 
42,000 or more and less than 44,000 lbs. . . . . . . .  $275.00 $309.40 
44,000 or more and less than 46,000 lbs . . . . . . . . $295.00 $331 .90 
46,000 or more and less than 48,000 lbs. . . . . . . .  $305.00 $344.25 
48,000 or more and less than 50,000 lbs. . . . . . . .  $328.00 $369.00 
50,000 or more and less than 52,000 lbs. . . . . . . .  $346.00 $389.25 
52,000 or more and less than 54,000 lbs . . . . . . . .  $371 .00 $417.40 
54,000 or more and less than 56,000 lbs . . . . . . . . $397.00 $446.60 
56,000 or more and less than 58,000 lbs . . . . . . . .  $417.00 $469.10 
58,000 or more and less than 60,000 lbs. . . . . . . .  $438.00 $492.75 
60,000 or more and less than 62,000 lbs . . . . . . . .  $467.00 $525.40 
62,000 or more and less than 64,000 lbs . . . . . . . .  $478.00 $537.75 
64,000 or more and less than 66,000 lbs . . . . . . . . $53 1 .00 $597.40 
66,000 or more and less than 68,000 lbs. . . . . . . .  $554.00 $623.25 
68,000 or more and less than 70,000 lbs. . . . . . . .  $603.00 $675.75 
70,000 or more and less than 72,000 lbs. . . . . . . . .  $645.50 $722.45: 

Provided, however, That every motor truck except 
trucks not exceeding 5,000 pounds empty scale weight 
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shall be licensed for not less than one hundred fifty 
percent of its empty weight unless such an amount 
would be in excess of the legal limits prescribed for 
such a vehicle in RCW 46.44.040 in which event the 
vehicle shall be licensed for the maximum gross load 
specified for such a vehicle. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 28 1 § 54; 1967 
ex.s. c 1 1 8 § 1 ;  1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 56; 1 96 1  ex.s. c 7 § 1 1 ;  
1961 c 1 2  § 46. 16.070. Prior: 1957 c 273 § 1 ;  1955 c 363 
§ 2; prior: 195 1  c 269 § 9; 1950 ex.s. c 1 5  § 1 ,  part; 
1939 c 1 82 § 3, part ; 1937 c 1 88 § 17, part; 1 93 1  c 140 § 
1, part; 192 1  c 96 § 15 ,  part; 1 9 1 9  c 46 § 1 ,  part; 19 17  c 
155 § 10, part; 1 9 1 5  c 142 § 1 5, part; Rem. Supp. 1949 
§ 63 12-17, part; RRS § 6326, part.] 

Effective date-1969 ex.s. c 281: See note following RCW 
46.88.010. 

Effective date-1967 ex.s. c 1 18: "This 1967 amendatory act is 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health 
and safety, the support of the state government and its existing public 
institutions and shall take effect on July l ,  1967 with respect to fees 
paid on or after July l, 1967. Fees paid pursuant to RCW 46. 16.070, 
46.16.072, 46.16.075 or 46. 16. 120 prior to July 1 ,  1967 shall not be af­
fected by this 1967 amendatory act." [ 1967 ex.s. c 1 1 8 § 2.] This ap­
plies to the 1 967 amendment of RCW 46. 16.070. 

46.16.079 Fixed load vehicle equipped for lifting or 
towing--Fee in lieu. The licensee of any fixed load 
vehicle equipped for lifting or towing any disabled, im­
pounded, or abandoned vehicle or part thereof, may 
pay a fee of twenty-five dollars in lieu of the additional 
fees provided in RCW 46. 1 6.070 or 46. 1 6.072. [ 1 963 c 
18 § 1 . ]  

Reviser's note: RCW 46. 16.072 was repealed by 1967 ex.s. c 83  § 6 1 .  

46.16.080 Fixed load machines--Fee in lieu-­
Exception. In lieu of the additional fee provided in 
RCW 46. 16.070 or 46. 16.072 there shall be collected a 
fee of five dollars on any motor truck, truck tractor, 
trailer or semitrailer used only for the purpose of trans­
porting any well drilling machine, air compressor, rock 
crusher, conveyor, hoist, wrecker, donkey engine, cook 
house, tool house, bunk house, or similar machine or 
structure attached to or made a part of such motor 
truck, trailer, or semitrailer: Provided, That no addi­
tional fee shall be collected under this section or under 
RCW 46. 16.070 or 46. 16.072 on any house trailer. [ 1 96 1  
c 12 § 46. 16.080. Prior: 1957 c 269 § 1 7; 1955 c 363 § 5 ;  
prior: 1 955 c 139 § 22; 1950 ex.s. c 1 5  § 1 ,  part; 1949 c 
220 § 1 0, part; 1947 c 200 § 1 5, part; 194 1  c 224 § 1 ,  
part; 1939 c 1 82 § 3 ,  part; 1937 c 1 88 § 17, part; Rem. 
Supp. 1 949 § 63 12-17, part; 193 1  c 140 § 1 ,  part; 192 1  c 
96 § 1 5, part; 19 19  c 46 § I ,  part; 1 9 1 7  c 1 55 § 10, part ; 
1915  c 1 42 § 1 5, part; RRS § 6326, part.] 

Reviser's note: RCW 46. 1 6.072 was repealed by 1967 ex.s. c 83 § 61 .  

46.16.083 Converter gear--Optional methods of li­
censing. A converter gear used to convert a semitrailer 
into a trailer or a two-axle tractor into a three-axle 
tractor or used in any other manner to increase the 
number of axles of a vehicle may, at the option of the 
owner, be licensed as a separate vehicle or the converter 

gear and the vehicle with which it is used may be li­
censed as a combination, in which event the combina­
tion of the two will be considered as a single vehicle for 
the purposes of this chapter. 

Where converter gears are licensed separately the 
maximum gross weight including load must be included 
in the licensed gross weight of the power unit or in the 
licensed gross weight of the trailer where the converter 
gear is used to increase the number of axles of a trailer 
or semitrailer for which gross weight fees have been 
separately paid under the provisions of RCW 46. 16. 1 1 5. 
[ 1 969 ex.s. c 1 70 § 4; 1 96 1  c 12 § 46. 16.083. Prior: 1 959 
c 3 1 9  § 22; 1955 c 384 § 9.] 

46.16.090 Gross weight fees on farm trucks--Pen­
alty. Motor trucks or trailers may be specially licensed 
based on the maximum gross weight thereof for fifty 
percent of the various amounts set forth in the schedule 
provided in RCW 46. 16.070, when such trucks or trail­
ers are owned and operated by farmers, but only if the 
following condition or conditions exist: 

( 1 )  When such trucks or trailers are to be used for the 
transportation of such farmer's own farm, orchard or 
dairy products from point of production to market or 
warehouse, and of supplies to be used on his farm: 
Provided, That fish and forestry products shall not be 
considered as farm products; and/or 

(2) When such trucks or trailers are to be used for the 
infrequent or seasonal transportation by one such 
farmer for another farmer in his neighborhood of pro­
ducts of the farm, orchard or dairy owned by such oth­
er farmer from point of production to market or 
warehouse, or supplies to be used on such other farm, 
but only if such transportation for another farmer is for 
compensation other than money: Provided, however, 
That farmers shall be permitted an allowance of an ad­
ditional eight thousand pounds, within the legal limits, 
on motor trucks or trailers, when used in the transpor­
tation of such farmer's own farm machinery between 
his own farm or farms and for a distance of not more 
than thirty-five miles from his farm or farms. 

The department shall prepare a special form of ap­
plication to be used by farmers applying for licenses 
under this section, which form shall contain a statement 
to be signed by the farmer to the effect that the vehicle 
or trailer concerned will be used subject to the limita­
tions of this section. The department shall prepare spe­
cial insignia which shall be placed upon all such 
vehicles or trailers to indicate that the vehicle or trailer 
is specially licensed, or may, in its discretion, substitute 
a special license plate for such vehicles or trailers for 
such designation. 

Any person who operates such a specially licensed 
vehicle or trailer in transportation upon public high­
ways in violation of the limitations of this section shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 169 § 1 ; 1 96 1  
c 1 2  § 46. 16.090. Prior: 1957 c 273 § 1 3 ;  1 955 c 363 § 6;  
prior: 1953 c 227 § 1 ;  1 95 1  c 269 § 12 ;  1 950 ex.s. c 15  § 
I ,  part ; 1949 c 220 § 1 0, part; 1947 c 200 § 15 ,  part; 
1941  c 224 § 1 ,  part; 1939 c 1 82 § 3, part; 1 937 c 1 88 § 
1 7, part; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 63 1 2- 17, part; 1 93 1  c 1 40 § 
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I , part: 1 92 1  c 96 § 1 5, part; 1 9 1 9  c 46 § I ,  part; 1 9  I 7 c 
1 55 § 10, part; 1 9 1 5  c 1 42 § 1 5, part; RRS § 6326, part.] 

46.16.100 Special permits for single movement-­
Fee. When any vehicle subject to license is to be moved 
upon the public highways of this state from one point 
to another, the director may issue a special permit 
therefor upon an application presented to him in such 
form as shall be approved by the director and upon 
payment therefor of a fee of ten dollars. Such permit 
s�all be for one transit only between the points of ori­
gt

_
n and destination as set forth in the application: Pro­

vided, Tha
_
t for e�ch vehicle used exclusively in the 

transportatiOn of Circu�, carnival, and show equipment 
a
_
nd m the !ransportat10n of supplies used in conjunc­

tion therewith, there shall be charged in addition to 
other fees provided for the licensing of vehicles, an an­
nual capacity fee in the amount of ten dollars : Provided 
further, !hat a special permit or one-transit permit 
shall be Issued for movement of a mobile home as de­
fined in RCW 46.04.085 pursuant to RCW 46. 16. 105. 
[ 197 1 ex.s. c 23 1 § 10; 1 969 ex.s. c 170 § 5 ;  1 96 1  c 12 § 
46. 1 6. 100. Prior: 1955 c 363 § 7; prior: 1 955 c 1 39 § 23 ; 
1950 ex.s. c 1 5  § 1 ,  part; 1 949 c 220 § 1 0, part; 1 947 c 
200 § 1 5, part; 1 94 1  c 224 § 1 ,  part; 1 939 c 1 82 § 3, 
part; 1 937 c 1 88 § 1 7, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 63 1 2-17, 
part; 193 1  c 1 40 § 1 ,  part; 1 92 1  c 96 § 1 5, part; 1 9 1 9  c 
1 46 § 1 ,  part; 19 17  c 1 55 § 1 0, part; 1 9 1 5  c 1 42 § 1 5, 
part; RRS § 6326, part.] 

Effective date--1971 ex.s. c 231 :  See note following RCW 
46.0 1 . 130. 

46.16.104 Mobile home movement permit, vehicle li­
cense plates--Required-Copies to county assessors. 
The director of highways shall require every person ex­
cept a dealer using

. 
dealer license plates or a transporter 

usmg transporter license number plates moving a mo­
bile home on the public roads and highways of this 
state to obtain a mobile home movement permit as 
provided in RCW 46. 16. 105 and pay the fee therefor. 
The director of highways shall issue a copy of such 
permit to the assessor of the county where such mobile 
home was located and to the assessor of the county 
where such mobile home will be located: Provided 
That when a mobile home is to enter this state, a copy 
of such permit shall only be sent to the assessor of the 
county where such mobile home will be located and 
when a mobile home is to leave this state, a copy of 
such permit shall only be sent to the assessor of the 
county where such mobile home was located. 

N
_
othing herein �hou�d be construed as prohibiting 

the Issuance of vehicle license plates for a mobile home 
but no such plates shall be issued unless the mobile 
home for which such plates are sought has been listed 
for property tax purposes in the county in which it is 
principally located and the appropriate fee for such li­
cense has been paid. [ 1973 c I 03 § 6; 197 1  ex.s. c 23 1 § 
20.] 

Effective date-1971 ex.s. c 231: See note following RCW 
46.0 1 . 1 30. 
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46. 16. 1 05 Mobile home movement permit, vehicle li­
cense plates--8pecial one-transit pennit--Condi­
tion�Fee, disposition. When any mobile home, as 
defined m RCW 46.04.085, except those displaying 
dealer license plates or transporter license number 
plates is to be moved upon the public highways of this 
state from one point to another, the department of 
highways may issue a special mobile home movement 
permit therefor upon an application presented to it in 
such form as approved by the director of the depart­
ment of highways and upon payment therefor of a fee 
of five dollars. Such permit shall be for one transit only 
between the points of origin and destination as set forth 
in the application: Provided, That no special mobile 
home movement permit shall be issued for movement of 
a mobile home unless the applicant therefor can prove 
to the satisfaction of the director of highways that all 
taxes and fees have been paid on such mobile home. All 
mobile home movement permit fees received by the di­
rector of highways under the provisions of this section 
shall be forwarded to the state treasurer, accompanied 
by a proper identifying detailed report and be by him 
credited to the motor vehicle fund. [ 197 1  ex.s. c 23 1 § 
2 1 .] 

Effective date-1971 ex.s. c 231: See note following RCW 
46.01 . 130. 

46.16.106 Mobile home movement without permit or 
vehicle license plate as misdemeanor--Exception. Any 
person who shall move a mobile home on the public 
roads and highways of this state when such mobile 
hom� does not h�ve a mobile home movement permit 
obtamed as requtred by RCW 46. 1 6. 1 05 or vehicle li­
cense plate shall be guilty of a misdemeanor: Provided, 
That such person shall be relieved of such criminal lia­
bility if such m<?bile home displays dealer license plates 
or transporter license number plates and if within ten 
d�ys of moving a mobile home, the person notifies the 
director ?f t_he department of highways of the origin 
and destmatlon of the mobile home. [ 1 973 c 103 § 7; 
1 97 1  ex.s. c 23 1 § 22.] 

Effective date---1971 ex.s. c 231 :  See note following RCW 
46.0l . I30. 

46.16. 1 1 1  Gross weight, how computed. Unless the 
o�ner thereof elects to pay tonnage fees separately on 
h1s t�ailer or semitrailer pursuant to RCW 46. 16 . 1 1 5  the 
maximum gross weight in the case of any motor truck 
or truck tractor shall be the scale weight of the motor 
tru�k or t�uc� tractor, plus the scale weight of any 
tra�ler, semitrailer or pole trailer to be towed thereby, to 
which shall be added the maximum load to be carried 
ther�on 

. 
or towed thereby as set by the licensee in his 

applicatiOn or otherwise: Provided, That if the sum of 
the scale weight and maximum load of such trailer is 
not greater than four thousand pounds, such sum shall 
not be computed as part of the maximum gross weight 
of any motor truck or truck tractor: Provided, further, 
That wh�re the trailer is a utility trailer, travel trailer, 
horse trader, or boat trailer for the personal use of the 
owner of the truck or truck tractor and not for sale or 
commercial purposes, the gross weight of such trailer 
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and its load shall not be computed as part of the maxi­
mum gross weight of any motor. truck or truck tractor: 
Provided, further, That the we1ght of any camper as 
defined in RCW 46.04.085 shall be exempt from the de­
termination of gross weight in the computation of any 
tonnage fees required under RCW 46. 16.070. 

The maximum gross weight in the case of any auto 
stage and for hire vehicle, except taxicabs, with seating 
capacity over six, shall be the scale weight of each auto 
stage and for hire vehicle plus an average load factor of 
fifty percent of the seating capacity computed at one 
hundred and fifty pounds per seat. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 23 1 § 1 ;  
1 969 ex.s. c 1 70 § 6; 1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 57.] 

Effective date----1971 c 231: See note following RCW 46.01 . 1 30. 
Effective date----1967 ex.s. c 83: See RCW 47.26.910. 
Severability-1967 ex.s. c 83: See RCW 47.26.900. 

46.16.1 15 Payment of tonnage fees separately on 
trailers or semitrailers--Optional. The owner thereof 
may elect to pay tonnage fees separately on a trailer or 
semitrailer: Provided, however, In order to exercise this 
option the owner must pay for the maximum permissi­
ble gross weight for the vehicle under RCW 46.44.040 
and 46.44.042. 

The gross weight fee for such trailers and semitrailers 
shall be as follows: 

Gross Weight Fee 

Up to 12,000 pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  As specified in 
column A of RCW 46. 16.070 

More than 1 2,000 pounds but not more than 
1 8,000 pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 1 78.00 

More than 18,000 pounds but not more than 
32,000 pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $40 1 .00 

More than 32,000 pounds but not more than 
36,000 pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $470.00 

When vehicles licensed under this section are used 
with a truck tractor or motor truck the licensed gross 
weight of the combination shall be the sum of the li­
censed gross weights of the vehicles forming the combi­
nation. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 1 50 § 4; 1 969 ex.s. c 1 70 § 1 5.] 

46.16.121 Seating capacity fees on stages, for hire 
vehicles. In addition to other fees for the licensing of 
vehicles, there shall be paid and collected annually, for 
each auto stage and for hire vehicle, except taxicabs, 
with a seating capacity of six or less the sum of fifteen 
dollars. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 58.] 

Effective date--1967 ex.s. c 83: See RCW 47.26.910. 
Severability-1967 ex.s. c 83: See RCW 47.26.900. 

46.16.125 Mileage fees on stages-Penalty. In ad­
dition to the fees required by RCW 46. 1 6.070, operators 
of auto stages with seating capacity over six shall pay 
quarterly, at the time they file gross earning returns 
with the utilities and transportation commission, the 
sum of fifteen cents for each one hundred vehicle miles 
operated by each auto stage over the public highways of 
this state: Provided, That in the case of each auto stage 
propelled by steam, electricity, natural gas, diesel oil, 
butane or propane, the payment required hereunder 

shall be twenty cents per one hundred miles of such 
operation. The commission shall transmit all such sums 
so collected to the state treasurer, who shall deposit the 
same in the motor vehicle fund. Any person failing to 
make any payment required by this section shall be 
subject to a penalty of one hundred percent of the pay­
ment due hereunder, in addition to any penalty provid­
ed for failure to submit a quarterly report. Any 
penalties so collected shall be credited to the public 
service revolving fund. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 60; 1 96 1  c 12  § 
46. 1 6. 125. Prior: 1 95 1  c 269 § 14.] 

Effective date--1967 ex.s. c 83: See RCW 47.26.910. 
Severabllity-1967 ex.s. c 83: See RCW 47.26.900. 

46. 1 6. 130 Reduction of fees for fractional year. 
Whenever an application is made for a license on a 
motor truck, trailer, tractor, semitrailer, for hire vehicle, 
bus or auto stage subsequent to March thirty-first of 
any calendar year, the license fees based on gross 
weight or seating capacity of such vehicles shall be 
computed as follows: 

Upon motor vehicles above described licensed in this 
state after March thirty-first of any year, but before 
July first, the license fees imposed by this section for 
such year shall be reduced by one-fourth thereof; upon 
vehicles licensed in this state after June thirtieth of any 
year, but before October first, the license fees shall be 
reduced by one-half thereof; and upon vehicles li­
censed in this state after September thirtieth of any year 
the license fees shall be reduced by three-fourths there­
of: Provided, That such reductions shall not apply to 
special permits. [ 196 1 c 1 2  § 46. 1 6. 1 30. Prior: 1 95 1  c 
269 § 1 5 ;  1949 c 220 § 1 1  ; 1 945 c 1 7 1  § 1 ; 1 943 c 1 94 § 
I ;  Rem. Supp. 1 949 § 63 12-1 8a.] 

46.16.135 Quarterly license--Penalty. Tonnage 
for motor trucks, trailers, tractors, pole trailers, or sem­
itrailers having a declared gross weight in excess of 
twenty thousand pounds may be purchased for quarter­
ly periods ending on March 3 1 st, June 30th, September 
30th, and December 3 1 st at one-fourth of the usual an­
nual tonnage fee:  Provided, That the fee for the quarter 
in which the vehicle is licensed shall be reduced by 
one-twelfth of the usual tonnage fee for each full cal­
endar month of the quarter that shall have elapsed at 
the time the vehicle is licensed. An additional fee of one 
dollar shall be charged by the director each time ton­
nage is purchased. The director is authorized to estab­
lish rules and regulations relative to the issuance and 
display of certificates or insignia. 

No vehicle licensed under the provisions of this sec­
tion shall be operated over the public highways unless 
the owner or operator renews the quarterly tonnage 
within ten days after the expiration of the existing ton­
nage. Any person who operates any such vehicle upon 
the public highways after the expiration of said ten 
days, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and in addition 
shall be required to purchase tonnage for the vehicle 
involved at the fee covering an entire year's operation 
thereof, less the fees for any quarter or quarters of the 
year already paid. If, within five days thereafter, no li­
cense for a full year has been purchased as required 
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aforesaid, the Washington state patrol, county sheriff or 
city police shall impound such vehicle in such manner 
as may be directed for such cases by the chief of the 
Washington state patrol, until such requirement is met. 
[1969 ex.s. c 170 § 7; 1961 c 12 § 46.16.135. Prior : 1951 
c 269 § 16.) 

46. 16.137 Monthly license for transportation of 
logs--Penalty. During the months of October, 
November, December, January, February and March 
the gross weight license for a three-axle truck, a three­
axle truck tractor and a two-axle pole trailer used in 
combination, and a three-axle truck and two-axle trail­
er used in combination, when such vehicles or combi­
nations of vehicles are licensed to the maximum gross 
weight provided by law and are used exclusively in the 
transportation of logs may be purchased for a monthly 
period. The fee for such a monthly license shall be one­
twelfth the annual maximum gross weight fe·e provided 
for in RCW 46.16.070 and 46.16.111 or in RCW 46.16-
.070 and 46.16.115. For each fee so paid, other than at 
the time of the payment of the basic license fee, an ad­
ditional fee of one dollar and fifty cents shall be 
charged by the director. The monthly license shall be 
effective from the first day of the month in which it is 
purchased, through the last day of that calendar month. 
The director or his authorized agent shall issue a permit 
stating the month for which the vehicle is licensed, 
which permit shall be carried in the vehicle throughout 
the month for which it is issued. The director is author­
ized to establish rules and regulations relative to the is­
suance of such permits. No vehicle licensed under the 
provisions of this section shall be operated over the 
public highways unless the owner or operator thereof 
within five days after the expiration of any such 
monthly period applies for, and pays the required fee 
for, a license for an additional monthly period, a three­
month period, or for the remainder of the year. Any 
person who operates any such vehicle upon the public 
highways after the expiration of said five days, shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and in addition shall be re­
quired to purchase a gross weight license for the vehicle 
involved at the fee covering an entire year's license for 
operation thereof, less the fees for any period or periods 
of the year already paid. If, within five days thereafter, 
no license for a full year has been purchased as re­
quired aforesaid, the Washington state patrol, county 
sheriff, or city police shall impound such vehicle in such 
manner as may be directed for such cases by the chief 
of the Washington state patrol, until such requirement 
is met. [1974 1st ex.s. c 172 § 1 ;  1967 c 32 § 17; 1961 c 
12 § 46. 16.137. Prior: 1959 c 319 § 23; 1957 c 273 § 4.] 

Effective date--1974 1st ex.s. c 172: "This 1974 amendatory act 
shall take effect August I, 1974." [ 1974 lst ex.s. c 172 § 2.] 

46. I 6. 138 Monthly license for transportation of 
logs-Penalty for operating vehicle for other purpose. 
Any person who operates a vehicle, licensed under the 
provisions of RCW 46.16.137 for the transportation of 
logs exclusively, for the transportation of any cargo 
other than logs, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
in addition shall be ineligible for a period of two years 
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from date of conviction for the purchase of a license 
under the provisions of RCW 46. 16.137. [1961 c 12 § 
46.16.138. Prior: 1959 c 319 § 24.] 

46. I 6.140 Overloading licensed capacity--Addi­
tional license--Penalties. Any person who operates, 
or causes, permits, or suffers to be operated upon a 
public highway of this state any auto stage, motor 
truck, trailer, pole trailer, or semitrailer, with passen­
gers, or with a maximum gross weight, in excess of that 
for which the vehicle is licensed shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 

Any person who operates or causes to be operated 
upon a public highway of this state any motor truck, 
trailer, pole trailer, or semitrailer with a maximum gross 
weight in excess of the maximum gross weight for which 
the vehicle is licensed shall be deemed to have set a new 
maximum gross weight and shall, in addition to any 
penalties otherwise provided, be required to purchase a 
new license covering the new maximum gross weight 
and any such person who fails to secure such new li­
cense shall be guilty of a misdemeanor: Provided, That 
this section shall not apply to for hire vehicles or auto 
stages operating principally within cities and towns: 
Provided further, That upon surrender of the license 
originally purchased the director shall allow proper 
credit for the gross weight fee originally paid: Provided 
further, That no such person may be permitted or re­
quired to purchase the new license upon a gross weight 
which would exceed the maximum gross weight allowed 
by law. [1961 c 12 § 46.16.140. Prior: 1955 c 384 § 16; 
1951 c 269 § 18; 1937 c 188 § 25, part; RRS § 6312-25, 
part.] 

46.I6.145 Overloading licensed capacity--Penal­
ties. Any person violating any of the provisions of 
RCW 46.16.140 shall, upon a first conviction, pay a fine 
of not less than ten dollars nor more than twenty-five 
dollars ; upon a second conviction pay a fine of not less 
than twenty-five dollars nor more than fifty dollars, and 
in addition the court may suspend the certificate of li­
cense registration of his vehicle for not more than thirty 
days; upon a third and subsequent conviction pay a 
fine of not less than fifty dollars nor more than one 
hundred dollars, and in addition the court shall suspend 
the certificate of license registration of the vehicle for 
not less than thirty days nor more than ninety days. 

Upon ordering the suspension of any C·ertificate of li­
cense registration, the court or judge shall forthwith se­
cure such certificate and mail it to the director. [1961 c 
12 § 46.16.145. Prior: 1951 c 269 § 19; 1937 c 188 § 25, 
part; RRS § 6312-25, part.] 

46.16.150 School buses exempt from load and seat 
capacity fees. No provision of the law of this state shall 
be construed to require for hire vehicle license or adult 
seating capacity fees, either directly or indirectly for the 
transportation of school children or teachers, or both, 
to and from school and other school activities, or either, 
whether the same be done in motor vehicles owned, 
leased, rented or used by the school authority or upon 
contract to furnish such transportation: Provided, That 
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this section shall apply to vehicles used exclusively 
.
for 

the purpose set forth and in the event that any veh�cle 
so used is also used for any other purpose, such vehtcle 
shall be appropriately licensed for such other purpos�, 
as required by this chapter. [ I 96 I  c I 2  § 46. I6 . 1 50. Pn­
or: 1937 c 1 88 § 22; RRS § 63 I 2-22.] 

46. 16. 160 Fees on out-of-state commercial vehi­
cles--Reciprocity. Any commercial vehicle bearing 
valid license plates and registration certificate of anoth­
er state or territory and not registered in this state and 
which under reciprocal relations with that state would 
be required to obtain a full or proportional motor vehi­
cle license in this state may, in lieu of a certificate of 
ownership and license registration, be issued a permit. 
Such permit shall be valid for the conduct of interstate 
operations only and shall be issued in such form and 
under such conditions as the director shall prescribe. 
Application for the permit shall be made to the director 
or his designated agent on forms provided by the direc­
tor. On receiving such application, together with fees as 
provided herein, a permit may be issued for a period of 
not to exceed two hundred forty consecutive hours : 
Provided, however, That no permit shall be issued for 
any period less than twenty-four consecutive hours. 

The director, or his designated agent, shall be au­
thorized to issue a further permit on the same vehicle or 
combination of vehicles upon the expiration of any 
permit issued for a period less than two hundred forty 
consecutive hours: Provided, Such further permit does 
not extend the duration thereof to exceed two hundred 
forty consecutive hours on any series of consecutive 
permits issued for such vehicle or combination of vehi­
cles: Provided, further, That no permit, or series of per­
mits, shall be issued for any period exceeding two 
hundred forty consecutive hours within any period of 
thirty days. 

For each permit issued to a vehicle or a combination 
of vehicles the director, or his designated agent, shall 
assess an administrative charge of five dollars per per­
mit plus the following fees for each period of twenty­
four consecutive hours covered by such permit :  

Vehicles or combinations o f  vehicles with gross loads 
of: 

0 • 0 • • • •  0 • • • • • • • • •  9,999 lbs. 
IO,OOO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .1 9,999 lbs. 
20,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  29,999 lbs. 
30,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  35,999 lbs. 
36,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45,999 lbs. 
46,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  59,999 lbs. 
60,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  72,000 lbs. 

0 • • • • • •  
0 • • • • • •  
• • • • •  0 0 
• • • • •  0 .  
• • • • • •  0 
. . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 

$0.50 
$ 1 .00 
$ I .50 
$2.00 
$2.50 
$3.00 
$4.00 

These fees shall not be subject to quarterly reduction 
as provided in RCW 46. 1 6. 1 30. Such vehicles will be 
subject to all of the laws, rules and regulations affecting 
the operation of like motor vehicles in this state. The 
permit shall be displayed at all times in a prominent 
place on the vehicle, or if the vehicle is a trailer, then 
the permit shall be at all times in vehicle operator's 
possession. 

The director shall have the authority to adopt rules 
and regulations whereby such permits can be issued to 

qualifying operators in advance of use and paid for as 
used. 

All fees collected under the provisions of this chapter 
shall be forwarded by the director with a proper identi­
fying detailed report to the state treasurer who shall de­
posit such fees to the credit of the motor vehicle fund. 
[ I 969 ex.s. c 1 70 § 8; 1 96 1  c 306 § I ;  1 96 I  c I 2  § 46. I 6-
. I 60. Prior: I 957 c 273 § 3 ;  1 955 c 384 § 17 ;  1 949 c 1 74 
§ 1 ;  1 947 c 1 76 § 1 ;  1 937 c I 88 § 24; Rem. Supp. I 949 § 
63 I 2-24.] 

46. 16.170 Gross weight to be marked on vehicle. Ev­
ery motor truck, trailer and semitrailer shall have 
painted or stenciled upon the outside thereof, in a con­
spicuous place, in letters not less than two inches high, 
the maximum gross weight for which the same is li­
censed, as provided in this chapter, and it shall be un­
lawful for the owner and operator of any such vehicle 
to display a maximum gross weight for which such ve­
hicle is licensed other than that shown on the certificate 
of license registration of such vehicle. [ 1 96I c I 2  § 46-
. I6. 1 70. Prior: 1 937 c 1 88 § 19 ;  RRS § 63 I 2- I9.]  

46.16.180 Unlawful to carry passengers for hire with­
out license. It shall be unlawful for the owner or opera­
tor of any vehicle not licensed annually for hire or as an 
auto stage and for which additional seating capacity fee 
as required by this chapter has not been paid, to carry 
passengers therein for hire. [ I96 1 c I 2  § 46. 1 6. I 80. Pri­
or: 1 937 c I 88 § 20; RRS § 63 1 2-20.] 

46.16.200 Applications to agents---Transmittal to 
director. Upon receipt by agents of the director, includ­
ing county auditors, of original applications for vehicle 
license accompanied by the proper fees, such agents 
shall, if the applications are in proper form and accom­
panied by such information as may be required by the 
director, immediately forward them, together with the 
fees to the director. [ 1 96 1  c I 2  § 46. I6 .200. Prior: I 955 c 
259 § 1 ;  1 955 c 89 § 4; I 947 c 1 64 § 10 ;  I 937 c 1 88 § 
33; Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 63 1 2-33 ;  1 92 1  c 96 § 6, part; 
I 9 I 7  c I 55 § 4, part; 1 9 I 5  c I 42 § 6, part; RRS § 63 I 7, 
part.] 

46. 16.210 Original applications--Renewals-­
Fees-Preissuance, when. ( I )  Upon receipt of the ap­
plication and proper fee for original vehicle license, the 
director shall make a recheck of the application and in 
the event that there is any error in the application it 
may be returned to the county auditor or other agent to 
effectively secure the correction of such error, who shall 
return the same corrected to the director . 

(2) Application for the renewal of a vehicle license 
shall be made to the director or his agents, including 
county auditors, by the registered owner on a form pre­
scribed by the director. The application must be ac­
companied by the certificate of registration for the last 
registration period in which the vehicle was registered 
in Washington unless the applicant submits a preprint­
ed application mailed from Olympia, and the payment 
of such license fees and excise tax as may be required 
by law. Such application shall be handled in the same 
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manner and the fees transmitted to the state treasurer in 
the same manner as in the case of an original applica­
tion. Any such application which upon validation be­
comes a renewal certificate need not have entered upon 
it the name of the lien holder, if any, of the vehicle 
concerned. 

(3) Persons expecting to be out of the state during the 
period from January 1 st through February 1 st may, not 
earlier than December 1 st, but prior to January 1 st, se­
cure renewal of a vehicle license and have license plates 
or tabs preissued by making application to the director 
or his agents upon forms prescribed by the director. 
The application must be accompanied by the ·certificate 
of registration for the last registration period in which 
the vehicle was registered in Washington and be ac­
companied by such license fees, including a special 
handling fee of one dollar; fifty cents to be retained by 
the issuing agency, and fifty cents to be deposited in the 
highway safety fund, and excise tax as may be required 
by law. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 75 § 1 ;  1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46. 1 6.210. Pri­
or: 1957 c 273 § 5 ;  1 955 c 89 § 2; 1953 c 252 § 3 ;  1 947 c 
1 64 § 1 1 ;  1 937 c 1 88 § 34; Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 63 1 2-34.] 

46. 16.220 Time of issuance of licenses--Duration. 
Vehicle licenses and vehicle license number plates may 
be issued for the current registration licensing period on 
and after the first day thereof and must be used and 
displayed from the date of issue or from the thirty-fifth 
day after the expiration of the preceding licensing peri­
od whichever date is later. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 1 70 § 9; 1 96 1  c 
12 § 46. 16.220. Prior: 1 957 c 26 1 § 8 ;  1 955 c 89 § 1 ;  
1 953 c 252 § 4; 1947 c 1 64 § 12;  1 937 c 1 88 § 35;  Rem. 
Supp. 1 947 § 63 1 2-35 ;  1 92 1  c 96 § 7, part; RRS § 63 18 ,  
part; 192 1  c 6 § 1 ,  part; 1916  c 142 § 7, part.] 

46.16.230 License plates to be furnished. The direc­
tor shall furnish to all persons making satisfactory ap­
plication for vehicle license as provided by law, two 
identical vehicle license number plates each containing 
the vehicle license number to be displayed on such ve­
hicle as by law required: Provided, That if the vehicle 
to be licensed is a trailer, semitrailer or motorcycle only 
one vehicle license number plate shall be issued for 
each thereof. The number and plate shall be of such 
size and color and shall contain such symbols indicative 
of the registration period for which the same is issued 
and of the state of Washington, as shall be determined 
and prescribed by the director. Any vehicle license 
number plate or plates issued to a dealer shall contain 
thereon a sufficient and satisfactory indication that such 
plates have been issued to a dealer in ve�icles. All veh�-

. cle license number plates shall be obtamed by the di­
rector from the metal working plant of the state 
penitentiary at Walla Walla, if available therefrom. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this sec­
tion, the director may, in his discretion and under such 
rules and regulations as he may prescribe, adopt a type 
of vehicle license number plates whereby the same shall 
be used as long as legible on the vehicle for which is­
sued, with provision for tabs or emblems to be attached 
thereto or elsewhere on the vehicle to signify renewals, 
in which event the term "vehicle license number plate" 
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as used in any enactment shall be deemed t.o i�d.ude in 
addition to such plate the tab or emblem sigru�y.ng 

.
re­

newal except when such plate contains the designatiOn 
of the current year without reference to any tab or em­
blem. Renewals shall be effected by the issuance and 
display of such tab or emblem. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46. 1 6.230. 
Prior : 1 957 c 26 1 § 9; 1 949 c 90 § 1 ;  1 939 c 1 82 § 5; 
1 937 c 1 88 § 28;  Rem. Supp. 1 949 § 63 1 2-28; 1 92 1  c %  
§ 12 ;  1 92 1  c 6 § 2 ;  19 1 9  c 59 § 7;  1 9 1 7  c 1 55 § 8 ;  191 5  c 
1 42 § 12 ;  RRS § 6323.] 

46.16.235 License plates to designate name of state 
of Washington without abbreviation. Vehicle license 
number plates issued by the state of Washington com­
mencing with the next general issuance of such plates 
shall be so designed as to designate the name of the 
state of Washington in full without abbreviation. [ 1 965 
ex.s. c 78 § 2.] 

46.16.237 License plates to be treated with rellector­
ized materials--Fee. All vehicle license number plates 
issued after January 1 ,  1 968, or such earlier date as the 
director may prescribe with respect to plates issued in 
any county, shall be treated with reflectorized materials 
designed to increase the visibility and legibility of such 
plates at night. In addition to all other fees prescribed 
by law, there shall be paid and collected for each vehi­
cle license number plate treated with such materials, the 
sum of fifty cents and for each set of two plates, the 
sum of one dollar.: Provided, however, One plate is 
available only to those vehicles that by law require only 
one plate. Such fees shall be deposited in the motor ve­
hicle fund. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 1 45 § 60.] 

Severabillty-1967 ex.s. c 145: See RCW 47 .98.043. 

46.16.240 Attachment of plates to vehicles--Viola­
tions enumerated. The vehicle license number plates 
shall be attached conspicuously at the front and rear of 
each vehicle for which the same are issued and in such 
a manner that they can be plainly seen and read at all 
times: Provided, That if only one license number plate 
is legally issued for any vehicle such plate shall be con­
spicuously attached to the rear of such vehicle. Each 
vehicle license number plate shall be placed or hung in 
a horizontal position at a distance of not less than one 
foot nor more than four feet from the ground and shall 
be kept clean so as to be plainly seen and read at all 
times: Provided, however, That in cases where the body 
construction of the vehicle is such that compliance with 
this section is impossible, permission to deviate there­
from may be granted by the state commission on 
equipment. It shall be unlawful to display upon the 
front or rear of any vehicle, vehicle license number 
plate or plates other than those furnished by the direc­
tor for such vehicle or to display upon any vehicle any 
vehicle license number plate or plates which have been 
in any manner changed, altered, disfigured or have be­
come illegible. It shall be unlawful for any person to 
operate any vehicle unless there shall be displayed 
thereon valid vehicle license number plates attached as 
herein provided. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 1 70 § 10;  1 967 c 32 § 1 8; 
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1961  c 1 2  § 46. 16.240. Prior : 1947 c 89 § 1 ;  1937 c 1 88 § 
36; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 63 12-36.] 

46. 16.260 License registration certificate--En­
dorsement--Maximum gross weight license-At­
tachment to vehicle. A certificate of license registration 
to be valid must have endorsed thereon the signature of 
the registered owner (if a firm or corporation, the 

.
sig­

nature of one of its officers or other duly authonzed 
agent) and must be carried in the vehicle

. 
for which it �s 

issued, at all times in the manner prescnbed by the dt­
rector. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate or 
have in his possession a vehicle without carrying there­
on such certificate of license registration and/ or maxi­
mum gross weight license as herein provided. Any 
person in charge of such vehicle shall, upon demand of 
any of the local authorities or of any police officer or of 
any representative of the department, permit an inspec­
tion of such certificate of license registration and/ or 
maximum gross weight license. [ 1969 ex.s. c 1 70 § 1 1 ; 
1967 c 32 § 19; 196 1  c 12  § 46. 1 6.260. Prior: 1955 c 384 
§ 18 ;  1937 c 1 88 § 8; RRS § 63 1 2-8.] 

46.16.270 Loss or defacement of plates--Dupli­
cates. Upon the loss, defacement, or destruction of one 
or both of the vehicle license number plates issued for 
any vehicle where more than one plate was originally 
issued or where one or both have become so illegible or 
in such a condition as to be difficult to distinguish, the 
owner of the vehicle shall make application for new ve­
hicle license number plates upon a form furnished by 
the director, upon which form it shall be required that 
the owner, in addition to other requirements, make a 
complete statement as to the cause of the loss, deface­
ment, or destruction of the original plate or plates, 
which statement shall be subscribed and sworn to be­
fore a notary public or other person authorized to cer­
tify to statements upon vehicle license applications. 
Such application shall be filed with the director or his 
authorized agent, accompanied by the certificate of li­
cense registration of the vehicle and a fee in the amount 
of four dollars, whereupon the director, or his author­
ized agent, shall issue new vehicle license number plates 
to the applicant. It shall be accompanied by a fee of 
two dollars for a new vehicle license number plate 
where only one was originally issued and one dollar for 
a new motorcycle license number plate. In the event the 
director has issued license period tabs or a windshield 
emblem instead of vehicle license number plates, and 
upon the loss, defacement or destruction of said tabs or 
windshield emblem, application shall be made on a 
form provided by the director and in the same manner 
as above described, and shall be accompanied by a fee 
of one dollar for each pair of tabs or for each wind­
shield emblem, whereupon the director shall issue to the 
applicant a duplicate pair of tabs or a windshield em­
blem to replace those lost, defaced or destroyed. [ 1965 
ex.s. c 78 § I ;  196 1  c 1 2  § 46. 1 6.270. Prior: 195 1  c 269 § 
6; 1947 c 164 § 1 3 ;  1937 c 1 88 § 37; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 
63 1 2-37 ;  1929 c 99 § 6 ;  192 1  c 96 § 14;  1 9 1 9  c 59 § 8 ;  
1915 c 1 42 § 14 ;  RRS § 6325.] 

46.16.280 Sale, loss, or destruction of commercial ve­
hicle-Procedure on change in license classification. In 
case of loss or destruction, sale or transfer of any for 
hire vehicle, auto stage, motor truck, trailer, or semi­
trailer, the registered owner thereof may retain the right 
to the load license or seat license to apply in licensing 
such vehicle as may be procured in replacement thereof 
and in any case of sale or transfer where load or seat 
license has not been assigned on the certificate of li­
cense registration it will be presumed that the same was 
intended to be retained by the previous registered own­
er thereof. Whenever during the calendar year any ve­
hicle has been so altered as to change its license 
classification, in such a manner that the vehicle license 
number plates are rendered improper therefor, the cur­
rent vehicle license number plates shall be surrendered 
to the director and new and proper vehicle license 
number plates issued on application therefor accomp�­
nied by a fee therefor in the amount of one dollar m 
addition to any other or different charge by reason of 
licensing under a new classification. Such application 
shall be on forms prescribed by the director and for­
warded with proper fee to his office or the office of his 
duly authorized agent. [ 1 967 c 32 § 20; 196 1  c 1 2  § 46-
. 1 6.280. Prior: 1947 c 164 § 14;  1937 c 1 88 § 38; Rem. 
Supp. 1 947 § 63 1 2-38.] 

46.16.290 License certificate and plates follow vehicle 
on transfer--Exception. In any case of valid sale or 
transfer of the ownership of any vehicle, the right to the 
certificates properly transferable therewith and to the 
vehicle license number plates shall pass to the purchaser 
or transferee and it shall be unlawful for the holder of 
such certificates or vehicle license number plates to fail, 
neglect or refuse to endorse such certificates and deliver 
such vehicle license number plates to such purchaser or 
transferee : Provided, That if such sale or transfer be of 
a vehicle licensed by the state or any county, city, town, 
school district or other political subdivision entitled to 
exemption as provided by law, the vehicle license num­
ber plates therefor shall be retained and may be dis­
played upon such vehicle as may be procured in 
replacement of the vehicle so sold or transferred. [ 1 96 1  
c 1 2  § 46. 1 6.290. Prior : 1 937 c 1 88 § 39; RRS § 
63 12-39; 193 1  c 1 38 § 2 ;  1929 c 99 § 3 ;  1 92 1  c 96 § 8 ;  
19 19  c 59 § 5 ;  19 17  c 1 55 § 5 ;  1 9 1 5  c 142 § 8 ;  RRS § 
63 19.] 

46.16310 Antique vehicles--"Horseless carriage" 
licenses. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this 
chapter, any motor vehicle, manufactured during or , 
prior to the year 193 1 ,  and owned and operated pri­
marily as a collector's item shall, upon application and 
acceptance in the manner and at the time prescribed by 
the departmeqt, be issued a special commemorative li­
cense plate in lieu of the regular license plates. Any ve­
hicles to be so licensed must be in good running order. 
In addition to paying all other initial fees required by 
law, each applicant shall pay a fee of twenty-five dol­
lars, which fee shall entitle him to one permanent li­
cense plate valid for the life of the vehicle. 
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The registration numbers and special license plates 
assigned to such motor vehicles shall run in a separate 
numerical series, commencing with "Horseless Carriage 
No. 1 . " The plates shall be of a distinguishing color. 

In the event of defacement, loss or destruction of 
such special plate, the owner shall apply for a replace­
ment plate in the same manner as prescribed by law for 
the replacement of regular plates. 

All fees collected under this section shall be deposit­
ed in the state treasury and credited to the motor vehi­
cle fund. [ 1 97 1 ex.s. c 1 14 § 1 ;  1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46. 16.3 10. 
Prior: 1 955 c I 00 § 1 .] 

Severability-1971 ex.s. c 114: "If any provision of this 197 1  
amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstance is 
held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the provi­
sion to other persons or circumstances is not affected." [ 197 1  ex.s. c 
l l4 § 6.] This applies to RCW 46. 16.3 10, 46. 16.3 1 1 , 46. 16.3 1 5  and 
46. 1 6.355. 

46.16.31 1  Antique vehicles-Application to vehi­
cles manufactured after 1931 and presently licensed. The 
provisions of RCW 46. 16.3 10  shall not, invalidate or 
make unlawful the use of "Horseless Carriage" license 
plates presently used on motor vehicles manufactured 
and built after 193 1 ,  except that in the event of the de­
facement, loss, or destruction of any commemorative 
plate issued to a vehicle manufactured after 193 1 ,  no 
replacement commemorative plate shall be issued to 
such vehicle. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 1 14 § 2.] 

Severability-1971 ex.s. c 1 14: See note following RCW 
46. 1 6.3 1 0. 

46.16.315 Vehicles more than thirty years old and 
operated as collector's item, license, plates for--Fees, 
disposition. Notwithstanding any other provisions of 
law, any motor vehicle, more than thirty years old, and 
owned and operated primarily as a collector's item, 
shall, upon application and acceptance in the manner 
and at the time prescribed by the department, be au­
thorized in lieu of the regular license plates to carry as 
the correct license for that vehicle a Washington state 
license plate or pair of duplicate plates designated for 
use in the year of the manufacturing of said vehicle, 
and bearing the date thereof. Any vehicles to be so li­
censed must be in good running order. In addition to 
paying all other fees required by law, each applicant 
shall pay a fee of twenty-five dollars, which fee shall 
entitle him to have said plate or plates certified as the 
permanent plate or plates of that vehicle, valid for the 
life of that vehicle. 

A11 fees collected under this section shall be deposit­
ed in the state treasury, and credited to the motor vehi­
cle fund. [ 1 97 1 ex.s. c 1 14 § 3.] 

Severability-1971 ex.s. c 1 14: See note following RCW 
46. 16.3 10. 

46.16.320 License plates for amateur radio opera­
tors--Fees Deposit. Every person having a valid 
official amateur radio operator's license issued for a 
term of five years by the federal communications com­
mission, is entitled to apply to the director for, and 
upon satisfactory showing, to receive, in lieu of the reg­
ular motor vehicle license plates similar plates bearing 
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the official amateur radio call letters of the applicant 
assigned by the federal communications commission in­
stead of numbers. 

In addition to the annual license fee collected under 
chapter 46. 1 6  RCW and chapter 82.44 RCW, there shall 
be collected from each applicant for such special license 
plates an additional license fee of five dollars upon the 
issue of a state plate but shall not apply on those years 
that a yearly tab is issued. Such special fee shall be de­
posited in the motor vehicle fund. Application for re­
newal of the amateur radio operator's call license plate 
must be made by January l Oth of each renewal year 
and all such applications shall be accompanied by a 
notarized statement of facts included on the amateur's 
valid FCC license. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 206 § 1 ;  1 967 ex.s. c 145 
§ 80; 1967 c 32 § 2 1 ;  1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46. 1 6.320. Prior: 1957 
c 145 § 1 .] 

Severabllity-1967 ex.s. c 145: See RCW 47.98.043. 

46.16.330 License plates for amateur radio opera­
tors-Disposition of plates upon transfer of interest in 
vehicle. Whenever the owner of a registered vehicle 
transfers or assigns his title or interest thereto, the li­
cense plates issued under RCW 46. 16.320 through 46-
. 1 6.350 shall be removed from the motor vehicle and, if 
another vehicle is acquired, attached thereto and the 
director shall be immediately notified of such transfer 
of plates; otherwise the removed plates shall be imme­
diately forwarded to the director to be reissued later 
upon payment of the regular license fee. [ 1967 c 32 § 
22; 196 1  c 12  § 46. 16.330. Prior: 1957 c 145 § 2.] 

46.16.340 License plates for amateur radio opera­
tors-Emergency services, state patrol, county sheriffs 
to be furnished information. The director, from time to 
time, shall furnish the state department of emergency 
services, the Washington state patrol and all county 
sheriffs a list of the names, addresses and license plate 
or radio station call letters of each person possessing 
the special amateur radio station license plates so that 
the facilities of such radio stations may be utilized to 
the fullest extent in the work of these governmental 
agencies. [ 1974 1 st ex.s. c 1 7 1  § 43; 1967 c 32 § 23; 1961  
c 12 § 46. 16.340. Prior: 1957 c 1 45 § 3 . ]  

46.16.350 License plates for amateur radio opera­
tors---Duties of holder when radio license expires or is 
revoked--Penalty. Any radio amateur operator who 
holds a special call letter license plate as issued under 
the provisions of RCW 46. 16.320 through 46. 16.350, 
and who has allowed his federal communications com­
mission license to expire, or has had it revoked, must 
notify the director in writing within thirty days and 
surrender his call letter license plate. Failure to do so 
will constitute a gross misdemeanor. [ 1 967 c 32 § 24; 
1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46. 16.350. Prior: 1 957 c 145 § 4.] 

46.16.370 Special plates for official representatives of 
foreign governments-United States citizenship re­
quired. ( 1 )  Every consul or other official representative 
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of any foreign government who is a citizen o� the Unit­
ed States of America, duly licensed and holdmg an ex­
equatur issued by the department of state of �he United 
States of America is entitled to apply to the duector for, 
and upon satisfactory sJ1owing, to receive, in Ii�u of the 
regular motor vehicle hcense plate�, s�ch special plates 
of a distinguishing color and runnmg m a separate nu­
merical series, as the director shall prescribe. In addi­
tion to paying all other initial fees required by law there 
shall be collected from each applicant for such special 
license plates an additional license fee of twenty-five 
dollars upon the issue of such plates which fee shall not 
apply for those years in which tabs are issued. Applica­
tion for renewal of such license plates must be made by 
January lOth of each renewal year and all such appli­
cations shall be accompanied by a notarized statement 
of such facts as the director shall deem necessary for 
issuance thereof. 

(2) Whenever such owner or lessee as provided in 
subsection ( I )  hereof transfers or assigns his interest or 
title in the motor vehicle to which the special plates 
were attached, such plates shall be removed from the 
motor vehicle and if another vehicle is acquired, at­
tached thereto, and the director shall be immediately 
notified of such transfer of plates; otherwise the re­
moved plates shall be immediately forwarded to the di­
rector to be reissued upon payment of the regular 
license fee. Whenever such owner or lessee as provided 
in subsection ( 1 )  hereof shall for any reason be relieved 
of his duties as such consul or official representative of 
a foreign government he shall immediately forward the 
special plates to the director who shall upon receipt 
thereof provide such plates as are otherwise provided by 
law. [ 1 967 c 32 § 25 ; 1961  c 201 § 1 .] 

46.16.380 Decals for certain disabled persons-­
Qualifications--Transfer of vehicle--Rules--Pen­
alty. Any person who shall submit satisfactory proof to 
the director that he has lost both of his lower extremi­
ties, or who has lost the normal or full use thereof, or 
who is so severely disabled as to be unable to move 
without the aid of crutches or a wheelchair, shall be en­
titled to receive for one motor vehicle only, a special 
decal to be affixed to the vehicle in a conspicuous place 
designated by the director, bearing distinguishing 
marks, letters or numerals indicating that the vehicle is 
owned by such a privileged person. Whenever such 
owner transfers or assigns his interest in such vehicle, 
the special decal shall be removed. Such person shall 
immediately surrender the decal to the director together 
with a notice of the transfer of interest in such vehicle. 
If another vehicle is acquired by such person, a new 
decal shall be issued by the director. Application for 
renewal must be made by January l Oth of each renewal 
year together with satisfactory proof of the right to 
continued use of such special decal. No additional fees 
shall be charged for the issuance of such special decal. 
The director shall promulgate such rules and regula­
tions as he deems necessary to carry into effect this 
section. 

Any unauthorized use of such distinguishing decal 
shall constitute a gross misdemeanor. [ 1 967 c 32 § 26; 
196 1  c 128 § 1 .] 

46.16.450 Appeals to superior court from suspension, 
revocation, cancellation, or refusal of license or certificate 
under chapter 46.16 RCW. See RCW 46. 1 2.240. 

46.16.460 Nonresident members of armed forces-­
Temporary motor vehicle license--Issuance authorized. 
Upon the payment of a fee of ten dollars therefor, the 
department of motor vehicles shall issue a temporary 
motor vehicle license for a motor vehicle in this state 
for a period of forty-five days when such motor vehicle 
has been or is being purchased by a nonresident mem­
ber of the armed forces of the United States and an ap­
plication, accompanied with prepayment of required 
fees, for out of state registration has been made by the 
purchaser. [ 1 967 c 202 § 4.] 

46.16.470 Nonresident members of armed forces 
Display. The temporary license provided for in RCW 
46. 1 6.460 shall be carried on the interior of the motor 
vehicle in such a way as to be clearly visible from out­
side the vehicle. [ 1 967 c 202 § 5.] 

46.16.480 Nonresident members of armed forces-­
Not liable for sales, use or motor vebicJe excise 
taxes--Extent of exemption. The original purchaser 
of a motor vehicle, for which a temporary license as 
provided in RCW 46. 16.460 has been issued, shall not 
be subject to the sales tax, use tax, or motor vehicle ex­
cise tax during the effective period of such license or 
thereafter unless the motor vehicle, after the effective 
period of such license, is still in this state or within a 
period of one year aner the effective period of such li­
cense is returned to this state. [ 1 967 c 202 § 6.] 

Motor vehicle excise tax: Chapter 82.44 RCW. 

Sales tax exemptions: RCW 82.08.030. 

Use tax exemptions: RCW 82. 12.030. 

46.16.490 Nonresident members of armed forces-­
Rules and regulations--Proof. The department of mo­
tor vehicles shall prescribe rules and regulations gov­
erning the administration of RCW 46. 1 6.460 through 
46. 16.490. The department may require that adequate 
proof of the facts asserted in the application for a tem­
porary license shall be made before the temporary li­
cense shall be granted. [ 1 967 c 202 § 7 .] 

46.16.500 Liability of operator and/or owner for vio­
lations. Whenever an act or omission is declared to be 
unlawful in chapter 46. 16  RCW, if the operator of the 
vehicle is not the owner of such vehicle, but is so oper­
ating or moving the same with the express or implied 
permission of the owner, then the operator and/or 
owner shall both be subject to the provisions of this 
chapter with the primary responsibility to be that of the 
owner. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 69 § 2.] 
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46.16.505 Campers--License and plates-Appli­
cation--Fee. It shall be unlawful for a person to op­
erate any vehicle equipped with a camper over and 
along a public highway of this state without first having 
obtained and having in full force and effect a current 
and proper camper license and displaying a camper li­
cense number plate therefor as required by law. 

Application for an original camper license shall be 
made on a form furnished for the purpose by the direc­
tor. Such application shall be made by the owner of the 
camper or his duly authorized agent over the signature 
of such owner or agent, and he shall certify that the 
statements therein are true and to the best of his 
knowledge. The application must show: 

( 1 )  Name and address of the owner of the camper; 
(2) Trade name of the camper, model, year, and the 

serial number thereof; 
(3) The weight of such camper which shall be the 

shipping weight thereof as given by the manufacturer 
thereof; 

(4) Such other information as the director requires. 
There shall be paid and collected annually for each 

calendar year or fractional part thereof and upon each 
camper a license fee in the sum of three dollars and fifty 
cents. 

Except as otherwise provided for in this section, the 
provisions of chapter 46. 16 RCW shall apply to camp­
ers in the same manner as they apply to vehicles. [ 197 1  
ex.s. c 23 1 § 7.] 

Effective date--1971 ex.s. c 231: See note following RCW 
46.0 1 . 130. 

46.16.555 Personalized license plates--Use of fees 
for support and aid of wildlife resources-Purpose of 
act. See RCW 77. 12. 1 75 .  

46.16.560 Personalized license plates--Defined. 
Personalized license plates, as used in this chapter, 
means license plates that have displayed upon them the 
registration number assigned to the passenger motor 
vehicle for which such registration number was issued 
in a combination of letters or numbers, or both, re­
quested by the owner of the vehicle. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 
200 § 2.] 

46.16.565 Personalized license plates-Application. 
Any person who is the registered owner of a passenger 
motor vehicle registered with the department or who 
makes application for an original registration of a pas­
senger motor vehicle or renewal registration of a pas­
senger motor vehicle. may, upon payment of the fee 
prescribed in RCW 46. 16.585, apply to the department 
for personalized license plates, in the manner described 
in RCW 46. 16.580, which plates shall be affixed to the 
passenger motor vehicle for which registration is sought 
in lieu of the regular license plates. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 200 
§ 3 .] 

46.16.570 Personalized license plates--Design. 
The personalized license plates shall be the same design 
as regular passenger motor vehicle license plates, and 
shall consist of numbers or letters, or any combination 
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thereof not exceeding six positions and not less t�an 
two positions : Provided, That there are no conflicts 
with existing passenger, commercial, trailer, motorcycle, 
or special license plates series or with the provisions of 
RCW 46. 1 6.230 or 46. 1 6.235. [ 1 973 l st ex.s. c 200 § 4.] 

46.16.575 Personalized license plates-Issuance to 
registered owner only. Personalized license plates shall 
be issued only to the registered owner of a vehicle on 
which they are to be displayed. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 200 § 
5.] 

46.16.580 Personalized license plates-Application 
requirements. An applicant for issuance of personalized 
license plates or renewal of such plates in the subse­
quent year pursuant to this chapter shall file an appli­
cation therefor in such form and by such date as the 
department may require, indicating thereon the combi­
nation of letters or numbers, or both, requested as a 
vehicle license plate number. There shall be no duplica­
tion or conflict with existing or projected vehicle license 
plate series or other numbering systems for records kept 
by the department, and the department may refuse to 
issue any combination of letters or numbers, or both, 
that may carry connotations offensive to good taste and 
decency or which would be misleading or a duplication 
of license plates provided for in chapter 46. 16  RCW. 
[ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 200 § 6.] 

46. 16.585 Personalized license plates--Fees. In 
addition to the regular registration fee, and any other 
fees and taxes required to be paid upon registration, the 
applicant shall be charged a fee of thirty dollars. In ad­
dition to the regular renewal fee, and in addition to any 
other fees and taxes required to be paid, the applicant 
for a renewal of such plates shall be charged an addi­
tional fee of twenty dollars. [ 1973 1 st ex.s .  c 200 § 7.] 

46.16.590 Personalized license plates--Transfer 
fees. Whenever any person who has been issued per­
sonalized license plates applies to the department for 
transfer of such plates to a subsequently acquired pas­
senger motor vehicle, a transfer fee of five dollars shall 
be charged in addition to all other appropriate fees. 
Such transfer fees shall be deposited in the motor vehi­
cle fund. [ 1973 1 st ex.s. c 200 § 8.] 

46.16.595 Personalized license plates---Transfer or 
surrender of plates upon sale or release of vehicle owner­
ship. When any person who has been issued personal­
ized license plates sells, trades, or otherwise releases 
ownership of the vehicle upon which the personalized 
license plates have been displayed, he shall immediately 
report the transfer of such plates to an acquired pas­
senger motor vehicle pursuant to RCW 46. 1 6.590, or he 
shall surrender such plates to the department forthwith 
and release his priority to the letters or numbers, or 
combination thereof, displayed on the personalized li­
cense plates. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 200 § 9.] 
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46. 16.600 Personalized license plates---Rules and 
regulations. The director of motor vehicles may estab­
lish such rules and regulations as may be necessary to 
carry out the purposes of RCW 46. 16.560 through 46-
. 16.595. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 200 § 10.]  

46.16.605 Personalized license plates---Disposition 
of fees-Costs. All revenue derived from the fees 
provided for in RCW 46. 1 6.585 shall be forwarded to 
the state treasurer accompanied by a proper identifying 
detailed report and by him deposited to the credit of 
the state game fund. 

Administrative costs incurred by the department of 
motor vehicles as a direct result of *this 1 973 amenda­
tory act shall be appropriated by the legislature from 
the state game fund from those funds deposited therein 
resulting from the sale of personalized license plates. If 
the actual costs incurred by the department of motor 
vehicles are less than that which has been appropriated 
by the legislature the remainder shall revert to the state 
game fund. [ 1 973 l st ex.s. c 200 § I I .] 

*Reviser's note: "this 1973 amendatory act" consists of an amend­
ment to RCW 77. 12.170, to the repeal of RCW 46.16.355, and to the 
enactment of RCW 46.16.560-46.16.605, and 77. 12. 175, all by 1973 
1st ex.s. c 200. 
State game fund: RCW 77. 12. 170. 

46.16.610 Referral to electorate. This 1 973 amenda­
tory act shall be submitted to the people for their 
adoption and ratification, or rejection, at the next gen­
eral election to be held in this state in accordance with 
the provisions of section I ,  Article I I  of the Constitu­
tion of the state of Washington, as amended, and the 
laws adopted to facilitate the operation thereof. [ 1 973 
1 st ex.s. c 200 § 14.) 

Reviser's note: This section applies to the amendment of RCW 77-
. 12. 170, to the repeal of RCW 46.16.355, and to the enactment of 
RCW 46. 16.560-46.16.605 and 77. 12. 175, all by 1973 1st ex.s. c 200. 
The act was adopted and ratified by the people at the November 6, 
1973 general election. 

46.16.900 Severability--1973 1st ex.s. c 132. If 
any provision of this 1 973 amendatory act is declared 
unconstitutional, or the applicability thereof to any 
person or circumstances is held invalid, the constitu­
tionality of the remainder of the amendatory act and 
the applicability thereof to persons and circumstances 
shall not be affected thereby. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 1 32 § 24.] 
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46.20.327 

46.20.328 

46.20.329 

46.20.332 

46.20.333 

46.20.334 
46.20.335 
46.20.336 
46.20.342 

46.20.343 

46.20.344 
46.20.380 
46.20.39 1 

46.20.400 

46.20.410 
46.20.420 

46.20.430 

46.20.440 

46.20.450 

46.20.460 

46.20.470 

46.20.500 
46.20.505 

46.20.900 
46.20.9 10 
46.20.9 11 

Conduct of driver improvement interview--Refer­
ee--Evidence--Not deemed hearing. 

Findings and recommendations following driver im­
provement interview--Decision of department-­
Request for formal hearing. 

Formal hearing--Time and place--Notice--Stay 
of suspension or revocation pending hearing or subse­
quent appeal--Exception--Hearing officers. 

Formal hearing--Evidence--Subpoenas--Reex­
amination--Findings and recommendations. 

Formal hearing--Decision of director or designee fol-
lowing hearing. 

Appeal to superior court following formal hearing. 
Probation in lieu of suspension or revocation. 
Violations-Penalty. 
Driving while license suspended or revoked--Penal­

ty--Extension of suspension or revocation period. 
Unlawful to allow unauthorized minor child or ward to 

drive. 
Unlawful to allow unauthorized person to drive. 
Occupational operator's license--Fee. 
Occupational driver's license--Petition--Eligibili­

ty--Restrictions--Cancellation. 
Occupational operator's license--When new opera­

tor's license may be obtained--Surrender of order 
and occupational operator's license. 

Occupational operator's license--Penalty. 
Operation of motor vehicle prohibited while license is 

suspended or revoked. 
Stopping of vehicle registered to person whose driver's 

license has been suspended or revoked authorized-­
Display of license. 

Operation of vehicles requiring special skills--Addi­
tional examination and special license endorsement re­
quired--Exemption--Temporary permit, fee. 

Operation of vehicles requiring special skills-Rules 
and regulations--Public hearings to adopt. 

Operation of vehicles requiring special skills--Waiver 
of requirements. 

Operation of vehicles requiring special skills--Addi­
tional fee, disposition. 

Special endorsement for motorcycle operator's license. 
Special endorsement for motorcycle operator's li-

cense--Examination fee. 
Repeal and saving. 
Severability--1965 ex.s. c 121. 
Severability, implied consent law--1969 c I .  

46.20.01 1  Definitions. For the purpose of chapter 
46.20 RCW the term "adult driver's license" shall mean 
the driver's license which shall be issued only to persons 
eighteen years of age or older; and "minor driver's li­
cense" shall mean the driver's license which shall be is­
sued only to persons sixteen years of age or older and 
under eighteen years of age but shall not mean a juve­
nile agricultural driving permit as provided for in RCW 
46.20.070. "Driver's  license" shall include an "adult 
driver's lioense" and a "minor's driver's  license" . [ 197 1 
ex.s. c 292 § 42; 1967 c 167 § 8.] 

Severability--1971 ex.s. c 292: See note following RCW 
26.28.010. 

46.20.021 Driver's license required-Surrender of 
license held from another jurisdiction--Other license 
not required. ( I )  No person, except those hereinafter 
expressly exempted shall drive any motor vehicle upon 
a highway in this state unless such person has a valid 
driver's license issued under the provisions of this 
chapter. No person shall receive a drivds license unless 
and until he surrenders to the department all valid 
driver's licenses in his possession issued to him by any 

(Title � 44) 

other jurisdiction. All surrendered licenses shall be re­

turned by the department to the issuing department to­
gether with information that the licensee is now licensed 
in a new jurisdiction. No person shall be permitted to 
have more than one valid driver' s  license at any time. 

(2) Any person licensed as a driver hereunder may 
exercise the privilege thereby granted upon all streets 
and highways in this state and shall not be required to 
obtain any other license to exercise such privilege by 
any county, municipal or local board, or body having 
authority to adopt local police regulations. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 
1 2 1  § 2.] 

Reviser's note: Throughout chapter 46.20 RCW the phrases "this 
1965 amendatory act" and ''this act" have been changed to "this 
chapter". The 1965 amendatory act [ 1%5 ex.s. c 121) consists of 
RCW 46.20.021-46.20.055, 46.20.09 1,  46.20.161-46.20.181, 46.20.205, 
46.20.207, 46.20.215, 46.20.285, 46.20.291, 46.20.305-46.20.315, 46.20-
.322-46.20.336, 46.20.342-46.20.344, 46.20.900, 46.20.910, 46.64.025, 
the 1965 amendments to 46.20.1 02-46.20.106, 46.20.120--46.20.140, 
46.20. 190, 46.20.200, 46.20.270, 46.20.340, and 1965 ex.s. c 121 § I 
footnoted after 46.20.021. 

Purpose of 1965 ex.s. c 121--Construction: "With the advent of 
greatly increased interstate vehicular travel and the migration of mo­
torists between the states, the legislature recognizes the necessity of 
enacting driver licensing laws which are reasonably uniform with the 
laws of other states and are at the same time based upon sound, real­
istic principles, stated in clear explicit language. To achieve these ends 
the legislature does hereby adopt this 1965 amendatory act relating to 
driver licensing modeled after the Uniform Vehicle Code subject to 
such variances as are deemed better suited to the people of this state. 
It is intended that this 1965 amendatory act be liberally construed to 
effectuate the purpose of improving the safety of our highways 
through driver licensing procedures within the framework of the tra­
ditional freedoms to which every motorist is entitled." [1965 ex.s. c 
12 1  § 1 .] For application of this section see reviser's note above. 

46.20.025 Persons exempt from licensing require­
ment. The following persons are exempt from license 
hereunder: 

( I )  Any person in the service of the army, navy, air 
force, marine corps or coast guard of the United States, 
or in the service of the national guard of this state or 
any other state, when furnished with a driver's license 
by such service when operating an official motor vehicle 
in such service; 

(2) A nonresident who is at least sixteen years of age 
and who has in his immediate possession a valid driv­
er's license issued to him in his home state; 

(3) A nonresident who is at least sixteen years of age 
and who has in his immediate possession a valid driv­
er's license issued to him in his home country may op­
erate a motor vehicle in this state for a period not to 
exceed one year; 

(4) Any person operating special highway construc­
tion equipment as defined in RCW 46. 1 6.0 10; 

(5) Any person while driving or operating any farm 
tractor or implement of husbandry which is only inci­
dentally operated or moved over a highway. [ 1 965 ex.s. 
c 1 2 1  § 3. ]  

46.20.027 Licenses of persons serving in armed forces 
to remain in force--Duration. A Washington state 
motor vehicle driver's license issued to any person serv­
ing in the armed forces of the United States, if valid 
and in force and effect while such person is serving in 
the armed forces, shaH remain in fulJ force and effect so 
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long as such service continues unless the same is sooner 
suspended, canceled, or revoked for cause as provided 
by law and for not to exceed ninety days following the 
date on which the holder of such driver's license is 
honorably separated from service in the armed forces of 
the United States. [ 1 967 c 129 § 1 .] 

46.20.031 Persons ineligible to be licensed. The de­
partment shall not issue a driver's license hereunder: 

( 1 )  To any person who is under the age of sixteen 
years; 

(2) To any person whose license has been suspended 
during such suspension, nor to any person whose li­
cense has been revoked, except as provided in RCW 
46.20.3 1 1 ;  

(3) To any person when the department has been no­
tified by a court that such person has violated his writ­
ten promise to appear in court, unless the department 
has received a certificate from the court in which such 
person promised to appear, showing that the case has 
been adjudicated. The deposit of bail by a person 
charged with a violation of any law regulating the op­
eration of motor vehicles on highways shall be deemed 
an appearance in court for the purpose of this section; 

(4) To any person who is an habitual drunkard, or is 
an habitual user of narcotic drugs, or is an habitual user 
of any other drug to a degree which renders him inca­
pable of safely driving a motor vehicle; 

(5) To any person who has previously been adjudged 
to be mentally ill or insane, or to be incompetent due to 
any mental disability or disease, and who has not at the 
time of application been restored to competency by the 
methods provided by law: Provided, however, That no 
person so adjudged shall be denied a license for such 
cause if the superior court should find him able to op­
erate a motor vehicle with safety upon the highways 
during such incompetency; 

(6) To any person who is required by this chapter to 
take an examination, unless such person shall have suc­
cessfully passed such examination; 

(7) To any person who is required under the laws of 
this state to deposit proof of financial responsibility and 
who has not deposited such proof; 

(8) To any person when the department has good and 
substantial evidence to reasonably conclude that such 
person by reason of physical or mental disability would 
not be able to operate a motor vehicle with safety upon 
the highways; subject to review by a court of competent 
jurisdiction. [ 1965 ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 4.) 

46.20.041 Physically or mentally disabled per­
sons--Procedure-Restrictions--Violations-­
Penalty. ( 1 )  The department shall permit any person 
suffering from any physical or mental disability or dis­
ease which may affect his ability to drive a motor vehi­
cle, to demonstrate personally that notwithstanding 
such disability or disease he is a proper person to drive 
a motor vehicle. The department may in addition re­
quire such person to obtain a certificate showing his 
condition signed by a licensed physician or other proper 
authority designated by the department. 

(2) The department may issue a driver's license t? 
such a person imposing restrictions suitable to . the li­
censee's driving ability with respect to the spectal me­
chanical control devices required on a motor vehicle or 
the type of motor vehicle which the licensee may oper­
ate or such other restrictions applicable to the licensee 
as the department may determine to be appropriate to 
assure the safe operation of a motor vehicle by the 
licensee. 

(3) The department may either issue a special re­
stricted license or may set forth such restrictions upon 
the usual license form. 

(4) The department may upon receiving satisfactory 
evidence of any violation of the restrictions of such li­
cense suspend or revoke the same but the licensee shall 
be entitled to a driver improvement interview and a 
hearing as upon a suspension or revocation under this 
chapter. 

(5) It is a misdemeanor for any person to operate a 
motor vehicle in any manner in violation of the restric­
tions imposed in a restricted license issued to him. [ 1 965 
ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 5.] 

46.20.045 Age limit for school bus drivers and drivers 
of for-hire vehicles. No person who is under the age of 
eighteen years shall drive any school bus transporting 
school children or shall drive any motor vehicle when in 
use for the transportation of persons for compensation. 
[ 197 1 ex.s. c 292 § 43 ; 1965 ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 6.] 

Severability-1971 ex.s. c 292: See note following RCW 
26.28.010. 

46.20.055 Instruction permits and temporary licenses. 
( 1) Any person who is at least fifteen and a half years of 
age may apply to the department for an instruction 
permit for the operation of any motor vehicle except a 
motorcycle. Any person who is at least sixteen years of 
age may apply for an instruction permit for the opera­
tion of a motorcycle. The department may in its discre­
tion, after the applicant has successfully passed all parts 
of the examination other than the driving test, issue to 
the applicant an instruction permit which shall entitle 
the applicant while having such permit in his immediate 
possession to drive a motor vehicle upon the public 
highways for a period of six months when accompanied 
by a licensed driver who has had at least five years of 
driving experience and is licensed in the state of 
Washington and who is occupying a seat beside the 
driver, except in the event the permittee is operating a 
motorcycle. Only one additional instruction permit may 
be issued within a period of twenty-four months after 
the issuance of the first such permit. The department 
after investigation may in its discretion issue a third in­
struction permit within a twenty-four month period 
where it finds that the permittee is diligently seeking to 
improve his driving proficiency. 

(2) The department upon receiving proper application 
may in its discretion issue an instruction permit effec­
tive for a school semester or other restricted period to 
an applicant who is at least fifteen years of age and is 
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enrolled in � traffi� safety education program which in­
dud�s practice dnving and which is approved and ac­
credit�d by the superintendent of public instruction. 
Such mstruction permit shall entitle the permittee when 
he has such permit in his immediate possession to drive 
a motor vehicle only when an approved instructor or 
other driver licensed in Washington with at least five 
years of driving experience, is occupying a seat beside 
the permittee. 

(3) The department may in its discretion issue a tem­
porary driver's permit to an applicant for a driver's li­
cense permitting him to drive a motor vehicle for a 
period not to exceed sixty days while the department is 
completing its investigation and determination of all 
facts relative to such applicant's right to receive a driv­
er's 

.
license: Sue� (>ermit must be in his immediate pos­

sessiOn while dnvmg a motor vehicle, and it shall be 
invalid when the applicant's license has been issued or 
for good cause has been refused. [ 1969 ex.s. c 2 l 8  § 8 ;  
1965 ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 7.] 

4�.�0.070 J
_
uvenile a�c�JturaJ driving permits. Upon 

receivmg a wntten apphcatwn on a form provided by 
the �irector for permission for a person under the age 
of eighteen years to operate a motor vehicle under 
twenty t�ous�nd pounds g�oss weight over and upon 
the pubbc highways of th1s state in connection with 
farm work, the director is hereby authorized to issue a 
limited driving permit to be known as a juvenile agri­
cultural driving permit, such issuance to be governed by 
the following procedure: 

( 1 )  The application must be signed by the applicant 
and by the applicant's father, mother or legal guardian. 

(2) Upon receipt of the application, the director shall 
cause an

.
examinatio� of the applicant to be made as by 

law provided for the Issuance of a motor vehicle driver's 
license. 

(3) The director shall cause an investigation to be 
made of the need for the issuance of such operation by 
the applicant. 

Such pe:mit shall authorize the holder to operate a 
m?tor vehi�le

_ 
over ar�:d upon t�e public highways of 

thts state wtthm a restncted fafflllng locality which shall 
be described upon the face thereof. 

A permit issued under this section shall expire one 
year fro� date of issue, except that upon reaching the 
age of etghteen years such person holding a juvenile 
agricultural driving permit shall be required to make 
application for a motor vehicle driver's license. 

The director shall charge a fee of one dollar for each 
such

. 
permit and renewal thereof to be paid as by law 

provided for the payment of motor vehicle driver's li­
censes and deposited to the credit of the traffic safety 
education account in the general fund. 

.
The director shal

_
l have a�thority to transfer this per­

mit from one farmmg Iocabty to another but this does 
not constitute a renewal of the permit. 

The director shall have authority to deny the issuance 
of a juvenile agricultural driving permit to any person 
whom he shall determine incapable of operating a mo­
tor vehicle with safety to himself and to persons and 
property. 
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The directo� shall have authority to suspend, revoke 
or cancel the J_uve�le agricultural driving permit of any 
person when m hts sound discretion he has cause to 
bel� eve such . person has committed any offense for 
which mandatory suspension or revocation of a motor 
vehicle driver's license is provided by law. 

The director shall have authority k> suspend, cancel 
or revoke a juvenile agricultural driving permit when in 
his sound discretion he is satisfied the restricted charac­
ter of the permit has been violated. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 218  § 
9; 1969 ex.s. c 1 70 § 12 ;  1967 c 32 § 27; 1963 c 39 § 9; 
196 1  c 1 2  § 46.20.070. Prior: 1 947 c 158 § I ,  part; 1937 
c 1 88 § 45, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 63 12--45, part.] 

Traflic safety education account created: RCW 46.8UJ6Q. 

46.20.091 Application for license or instruction per­
mit--Fees--Driving records from other jurisdictions. 
( l )  Every application for an instruction permit or for an 
ori�inal driver's �icense shall be made upon a form pre­
scnbed and furnished by the department which shall be 
sworn 

.
to and sig�e� by the applicant before a person 

authonzed to admmister oaths. Every application for an 
instruction permit shall be accompanied by a fee of one 
dollar and fifty cents. The department shall forthwith 
transmit the fees collected for instruction permits and 
temporary drivers' permits to the state treasurer. 

(2) Every said application shall state the full name, 
date of birth, sex and residence address of the appli­
cant, and briefly describe the applicant, and shall state 
whether the applicant has theretofore been licensed as a 
driver or chauffeur, and, if so, when and by what state 
or country, and whether any such license has ever been 
suspended or revoked, or whether an application has 
ever been refused, and, if so, the date of and reason for 
such suspension, revocation or refusal, and shall state 
such

. 
additional information as the department shall 

require. 
(3� When�ver ap�lication is received from a person 

prevwusly licensed m another jurisdiction, the depart­
ment shall request a copy of such driver's record from 
such other jurisdiction. When received, the driving 
record shall become a part of the driver's record in this 
state. 

� 4) Whenever the department receives request for a 
dnvmg record from another licensing jurisdiction, the 
record shall be forwarded without charge: Provided, 
however, That the other licensing jurisdiction extends 
th

.
e same privilege to the state of Washington[,] other­

wise there shall be a reasonable charge for transmittal 
of record, the amount whereof to be fixed by the direc­
tor of the department. [ 1965 ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 8.] 

46.20.092 Director to furnish applicant with summary 
of implied con

.
sent law. The director of the department 

of
. 
mota� vehicles shall furnish every applicant for a 

dnver's hcense or a driver's license renewal with a writ­
ten summary of the provisions of RCW 46.20.092, 46-
.20.308, 46.20.3 1 1 , 46.20.9 I I ,  and 46.61 .506. [ I 969 c I § 
4 (Initiative Measure No. 242 § 4).] 

Effective date---1969 c 1: See note following RCW 46.20.308. 

Severabillty-1969 c 1: See RCW 46.20.91 I .  
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46.20.100 Application of minor under eighteen years 
of age--Cosignature required-Traffic safety educa­
tion course required-Exception. The department of 
motor vehicles shall not consider the application of any 
minor under the age of eighteen years for a driver's li­
cense unless: 

( 1 )  The application is also signed by the father or 
mother of the applicant, otherwise by the parent or 
guardian having the custody of such minor, or in the 
event a minor under the age of eighteen has no father, 
mother, or guardian, then a driver's license shall not be 
issued to the minor unless his application is also signed 
by his employer; and 

(2) The minor has satisfactorily completed a traffic 
safety education course as defined in RCW 46.8 1 .0 10, 
conducted by a recognized secondary school, that meets 
the standards established by the office of the state su­
perintendent of public instruction or the minor has sat­
isfactorily completed a traffic safety education course, 
conducted by a commercial driving instruction enter­
prise, that meets the standards established by the office 
of the superintendent of public instruction and is offi­
cially approved by that office on an annual basis : Pro­
vided, however, That the director may upon a showing 
that an individual was unable to take or complete a 
driver education course waive said requirement if the 
minor shows to the satisfaction of the department that a 
need exists for him to operate a motor vehicle and he 
has the ability to operate a motor vehicle in such a 
manner as not to jeopardize the safety of persons or 
property, under rules to be promulgated by the depart­
ment in concert with the supervisor of the traffic safety 
education section, office of the superintendent of public 
instruction. [ 1973 1 st ex.s. c 1 54 § 87; I 972 ex.s. c 7 I  § 
I ;  I969 ex.s. c 2 1 8  § 10; 1967 c I 67 § 1 ; I 965 ex.s. c I 70 
§ 43 ; 196 1  c 12  § 46.20. 100. Prior: 1937 c 1 88 § 5 1 ;  
RRS § 63 12-51 ; l 92 I  c 108 § 6, part; RRS § 6368, 
part.] 

Severabllity-1973 1st ex.s. c 154: See note following RCW 
2.12.030. 

46.20.102 Juvenile, minor and adult licenses to be 
distinguished in color or design. The juvenile driver' s li­
cense, minor driver's license, and adult driver's license 
as provided for in this chapter shall each be distin­
guishable in color or design. [ I 967 c 167 § 2 ;  1965 ex.s. 
c I 2 1  § 12; 196 I  c I2 § 46.20. 102. Prior: 1957 c 242 § 2.] 

46.20.104 Issuance of ' 'adult driver's license'' upon 
a�aining age of eighteen. A minor attaining the age of 
�tghteen years prior to the expiration date of his driver's 
hcense rna y upon proper application to the licensing 
agent have issued to him without fee an "adult driver's 
license".  ( 1971 ex.s. c 292 § 44; 1967 c 167 § 3 ;  1965 
ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 1 3 ;  1961 c 1 2  § 46.20. 1 04. Prior: 1 957 c 242 
§ 3.] 

Severability-1971 ex.s. c 292: See note following RCW 
26.28.010. 

46.20.106 Evidence of applicant's age may be re­
quired. Any agent authorized to issue a driver's  license 
in this state is authorized to require satisfactory evi­
dence o f  the age of the applicant as a condition 
precedent to the issuance of a driver's license. [ 1 965 
ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 14; 1961  c 1 2  § 46.20. 106. Prior: 1957 c 242 
§ 4.] 

46.20.1 15 Photograph on driver's license. The de­
partment of motor vehicles shall issue a driver's license 
containing a photograph of the applicant for an addi­
tional fee of fifty cents. Such fee shall be deposited in 
the highway safety fund. The department shall not 
adopt any photographic processes incompatible with its 
pre-bill system of issuing driver's licenses. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 
1 55 § 2;  1967 ex.s. c 145 § 5 1 . ] 

Pwpose---1969 ex.s. c 155: "The identification of the injured or 
the seriously ill is often difficult. The need for an identification file to 
facilitate use by proper law enforcement officers has hampered law 
enforcement. Personal identification for criminal, personal and com­
mercial reasons is becoming most important at a time when it is in­
creasingly difficult to accomplish. The legislature finds that the public 
health and welfare requires a standard and readily recognizable 
means of identification of each person living within the state. The 
legislature further finds that the need for an identification file by law 
enforcement agencies must be met. The use of photographic drivers' 
licenses will greatly aid the problem, but some means of identification 
must be provided for persons who do not possess a driver's license. 
The purpose of this 1969 amendatory act is to provide for the positive 
identification of persons, both through an expanded use of drivers' li­
censes and also through issue of personal identification cards for 
nondrivers." [1969 ex.s. c 155 § 1 . ]  

Effective date--1969 ex.s. c 155: "This 1 969 amendatory act shall 
take effect September I ,  1969." [ 1969 ex.s. c 1 55 § 7.] 

The foregoing annotations apply to RCW 46.20. 1 15-46.20. 1 19. 

46.20.1 16 Labeling license "not valid for identifica­
tion purposes". The department shall plainly label each 
license "not valid for identification purposes" where the 
applicant is unable to prove his or her identity com­
mensurate to the regulations adopted by the director. 
[ 1969 ex.s. c 1 55 § 3.] 

46.20.1 17 ldenticards--lssuance to nondrivers and 
public assistance recipients. The department shall issue 
"identicards", containing a picture, to nondrivers for a 
fee of three dollars, such fee shall be deposited in the 
highway safety fund: Provided, That the fee shall be the 
actual cost of production to recipients of continuing 
public assistance grants under Title 74 RCW who are 
referred in writing to the department by the secretary of 
social and health services. To be eligible, each applicant 
shall produce evidence commensurate to the regulations 
adopted by the director that positively proves identity. 
The "identicard" shall be distinctly designed so that it 
will not be confused with the official driver license. The 
identicard shall be valid for five years. [ 197 1  ex.s. c 65 § 
I ;  1969 ex.s. c 1 55 § 4.J 

Purpose----1971 ex.s. c 65: "The efficient and effective operation 
and administration of state government affects the health, safety, and 
welfare of the people of this state and it is the intent and purpose of 
this act to promote the health, safety, and welfare of the people by 
improving the operation and administration of state government" 
[1971 ex.s. c 65 § 2.] This applies to RCW 46.20. 1 17. 

(Title 46----t- 47) 
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Negative file. The department shall main­
tam a negative file. It shall contain negatives of all pic­
tures taken by the department of motor vehicles as 
authorized by RCW 46.20. 1 1 5 through 46.20. 1 19. The 
negative file shall become a part of the driver record file 
maintained by the department. It shall be available as a 
reference file to assist official governmental enforcement 
agencies in the identification of persons suspected of 
committing crimes. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 155  § 5.] 

46.20. 1 19 Rules and regulations to be reasonable. 
The rules and regulations adopted pursuant to RCW 
46.20. 1 1 5 through 46.20. 1 19 shall be reasonable in view 
of the purposes to be served by RCW 46.20. 1 1 5 through 
46.20. 1 1 9. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 155  § 6.] 

46.20. UO Applicants for new license or renewal to be 
examined-Waiver or renewal or issuance of minor or 
adult license to previous holder--Fee--Examina­
tions. No new driver's license shall be issued and no 
previously issued license shall be renewed until the ap­
plicant therefor has successfully passed a driver licens­
ing examination: Provided, That the department may 
waive all or any part of the examination of any person 
applying for the renewal of a driver's  license or the is­
suance of a minor driver's license when the applicant 
previously held a juvenile driver's license or the issu­
ance of an adult driver's license when the applicant 
previously held a minor driver's license issued under the 
laws of this state, except when the department deter­
mines that an applicant for a driver's license is not 
qualified to hold a driver's license under this title. For a 
new license examination a fee of two dollars shall be 
paid by each applicant, in addition to the fee charged 
for issuance of his license. A new license shall be one 
issued to a driver who has not been previously licensed 
in this state or to a driver whose last previous 
Washington license has expired. 

Any person who is without the state at the time his 
driver's license expires or who is unable to renew his li­
cense due to any incapacity may renew the license 
within sixty days after his return to this state or within 
sixty days after the termination of any such incapacity 
without the payment of a new license examination fee. 
In such case the department may waive all or any part 
of the examination as in the case of renewal of driver 
licenses. 

The department shall provide for giving examinations 
at places and times reasonably available to the people 
of this state. [ 1 967 c 167 § 4; 1 965 ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 9; 1 96 1  
c 1 2  § 46.20. 1 20. Prior: 1 959 c 284 § 1 ;  1 953 c 22 1 § 2 ;  
1 937 c 1 88 § 55 ,  part; RRS § 63 12-55, part.] 

46.20. 130 Content and conduct of examinations. The 
director shall prescribe the content of the driver licens­
ing examination and the manner of conducting the ex­
amination, which shall include: 

( 1) A test of the applicant's eyesight, his ability to 
understand highway signs regulating, warning, and di­
recting traffic, and his knowledge of the traffic laws of 
this state; 
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(2) An actual demonstration of his ability to operate 
a motor vehicle in such a manner as not to jeopard�e 
the safety of persons or property; and 

(3) Such further examination as the director deems 
necessary (a) to determine whether any facts exist 
which would bar the issuance of a vehicle operator's li­
cense under chapters 46.20, 46.2 1 and 46.29 RCW, and 
(b) to determine the applicant's fitness to operate a mo­
tor vehicle safely on the highways; and 

(4) In addition to the foregoing, when the applicant 
desires to drive a motorcycle, as defined in RCW 46-
.04.330, or a motor-driven cycle, as defined in RCW 
46.04.332, the applicant shall also demonstrate his abili­
ty to operate such motorcycle or motor-driven cycle in 
such a manner as not to jeopardize the safety of persons 
or property. [ 1 967 c 232 § 2; 1 965 ex.s. c 12 1  § 10;  1961 
c 12  § 46.20. 1 30. Prior : 1 959 c 284 § 2;  1 943 c 1 5 1  § I ;  
1937 c 1 88 § 57; Rem. Supp. 1 943 § 63 12-57.] 

46.20. 161 Issuance of license--License con­
tents-Fee. The department shall upon receipt of a 
fee of five dollars issue to every applicant qualifying 
therefor a driver's license, which license shall bear 
thereon a distinguishing number assigned to the licens­
ee, the full name, date of birth, residence address, and a 
brief description of the licensee, and either a facsimile 
of the signature of the licensee or a space upon which 
the licensee shall write his usual signature with pen and 
ink immediately upon receipt of the license. No license 
shall be valid until it has been so signed by the licensee. 
[ 1969 c 99 § 6; 1965 ex.s. c 1 2 l  § 1 1 .] 

Effective date--1969 c 99: See note following RCW 43.51 .060. 

46.20.171 Records of applications, suspensions or re­
vocations, drivers' records to be maintained. ( 1 )  The de­
partment shall file every application for a license 
received by it and shall maintain suitable indexes con­
taining the following: 

(a) All applications denied and on each thereof note 
the reasons for such denial; 

(b) All applications granted; and 
(c) The name of every licensee whose license has 

been suspended or revoked by the department and after 
each such name shall note the reasons for such action. 

(2) The department shall also maintain a record for 
every licensed driver which shall include all accident 
reports and abstracts of court records of convictions re­
ceived by it under the laws of this state and in connec­
tion therewith maintain convenient records in order 
that an individual record of each licensee showing the 
convictions of such licensee, the traffic accidents in 
which he has been involved and any prior actions taken 
by the department in connection with his driving record 
shall be readily ascertainable for the consideration of 
the department. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 1 9.] 

46.20.181 Expiration date--Renewal--Fee. Ev­
ery driver's license shall expire on the second anniver­
sary of the licensee's birthdate following the issuance of 
such license. Every such license shall be renewable on 
or before its expiration upon application prescribed by 
the department and the payment of a fee of five dollars. 
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[ 1969 c 99 § 7 ;  1965 ex.s. c 170 § 46; 1 965 ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 
1 7.] 

Effective date---1969 c 99: See note following RCW 43.51 .060. 

46.20. 190 License to be in immediate possession and 
displayed on demand. Every licensee shall have his �riv­
er's license in his immediate possession at all times 
when operating a motor vehicle and shall display the 
same upon demand to any police officer or to any other 
person when and if required by law to do so. [ 1 965 ex.s. 
c 12 1  § 1 5 ;  1 96 1  c 12 § 46.20. 1 90. Prior: 1 937 c 1 88 § 
59; RRS § 63 12-59; 1 92 1  c 108 § 7, part; RRS § 6369, 
part.] 

46.20.200 Lost or destroyed licenses or permits-­
Duplicates-Fee. In the event that an instruction per­
mit or a driver's license shall be lost or destroyed, the 
person to whom the same was issued may obtain a d

.
u­

plicate thereof upon furnishing proof of such fact satis­
factory to the department without reexamination upon 
payment of a fee of fifty cents to the department. [ 1 965 
ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 16 ;  1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.20.200. Prior: 1947 c 1 64 
§ 1 8 ;  1 937 c 1 88 § 60; Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 63 12-60; 
192 1  c 1 08 § 1 1 ;  RRS § 6373.] 

46.20.205 Change of address or name-Duty to 
notify department. Whenever any person after applying 
for or receiving a driver's license shall move from the 
address named in such application or in the license is­
sued to him or when the name of a licensee is changed 
by marriage or otherwise such person shall within ten 
days thereafter notify the department in writing of his 
old and new addresses or of such former and new 
names and of the number of any license then held by 
him. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 1 70 § 1 3 ;  1 965 ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 1 8.] 

46.20.207 Cancellation of license where licensee not 
entitled to issuance or information inadequate or incor� 
rect. ( I )  The department is hereby authorized to cancel 
any driver's license upon determining that the licensee 
was not entitled to the issuance thereof hereunder or 
that said licensee failed to give the required or correct 
information in his application. 

(2) Upon such cancellation, the licensee must surren­
der the license so canceled to the department. [ 1 965 
ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 20.) 

46.20.215 Nonresidents-Suspension or revocation 
of licenses-Reporting convictions. ( 1 )  The privilege of 
driving a motor vehicle on the highways of this state 
given to a nonresident hereunder shall be subject to 
suspension or revocation by the department in like 
manner and for like cause as a driver's license issued 
hereunder may be suspended or revoked. 

(2) The department shall, upon receiving a record of 
the conviction in this state of a nonresident driver of a 
motor vehicle of any offense under the motor vehicle 
laws of this state, forward a report of such conviction to 
the motor vehicle administrator in the state wherein the 
person so convicted is a resident. Such report shall 

clearly identify the person convicted; describe the vio­
lation specifying the section of the statute, code or or­
dinance violated; identify the court in which action was 
taken; and indicate whether a plea of guilty or not 
guilty was entered, or the conviction was a result of the 
forfeiture of bail, bond or other security. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 
1 2 1  § 2 1 .] 

46.20.220 Unlawful renting of vehicle to unlicensed 
person--Rental record. ( 1 )  It shall be unlawful for 
any person to rent a motor vehicle of any kind includ­
ing a motorcycle to any other person unless the latter 
person is then duly licensed as a vehicle driver for the 
kind of motor vehicle being rented in this state or, in 
case of a nonresident, then that he is duly licensed as a 
driver under the laws of the state or country of his resi­
dence except a nonresident whose home state or coun­
try does not require that a motor vehicle driver be 
licensed; 

(2) It shall be unlawful for any person to rent a motor 
vehicle to another person until he has inspected the ve­
hicle driver's license of such other person and compared 
and verified the signature thereon with the signature of 
such other person written in his presence; 

(3) Every person renting a motor vehicle to another 
person shall keep a record of the vehicle license number 
of the motor vehicle so rented, the name and address of 
the person to whom the motor vehicle is rented, the 
number of the vehicle driver's license of the person 
renting the vehicle and the date and place when and 
where such vehicle driver's license was issued. Such 
record shall be open to inspection by any police officer 
or anyone acting for the director. [ 1 969 c 27 § 1 .  Prior: 
1 967 c 232 § 9; 1 967 c 32 § 28; 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.20.220; 
prior: 1937 c 1 88 § 63; RRS § 63 1 2-63.) 

Helmet requirements when motorcycle rented: RCW 46.37.535. 

46.20.270 Conviction of mandatory license suspen� 
sion or revocation offense-Procedure---Court to 
forward records of convictions-"Conviction" defined. 
( 1 )  Whenever any person is convicted of any offense for 
which this title makes mandatory the suspension or re­
vocation of the driver's license of such person by the 
department, the privilege of the person to operate a �e­
hicle is suspended until the department takes the actwn 
required by this chapter, and the court in which such 
conviction is had shall forthwith secure the immediate 
forfeiture of the driver's license of such convicted per­
son and immediately forward such driver's license to 
the department, and on failure of such convicted person 
to deliver such driver's license the judge shall cause 
such person to be confined for the period of such sus­
pension or revocation or until such driver's license is 
delivered to such judge: Provided, That in the event 
such convicted person shall testify that he does not and 
at the time of the offense did not have a current and 
valid vehicle driver's license, then the judge shall cause 
such person to be charged with the operation of a mo­
tor vehicle without a current and valid driver's license 
and on conviction punished as by law provided, and the 
department shall not issue a driver's license to such 
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persons during the period of such suspension or revo­
cation: Provided, also, That in the event that the driv­
er's license of such convicted person has been lost or 
destroyed and such convicted person shall make an af­
fidavit to that effect, sworn to before the judge, he shall 
not be so confined, but the department shall not issue 
or reissue a driver's license for such convicted person 
during the period of such suspension or revocation: 
Provided, That perfection of notice of appeal shall stay 
the execution of sentence including the suspension 
and/or revocation of the driver's license. 

(2) Every court having jurisdiction over offenses 
committed under this chapter, or any other act of this 
state or municipal ordinance adopted by a local au­
thority regulating the operation of motor vehicles on 
highways, shall forward to the department within ten 
days an abstract of court record in the form prescribed 
by rule of the supreme court, showing the conviction of 
any person in said court for a violation of any said laws 
other than regulations governing standing or parking, 
and may recommend the suspension of the driver's li­
cense of the person so convicted. 

(3) For the purposes of Title 46 RCW the term "con­
viction" shall mean a final conviction in either a state 
or municipal court. An unvacated forfeiture of bail or 
collateral deposited to secure a defendant's appearance 
in court, the payment of a fine, a plea of guilty or a 
finding of guilt on a traffic law violation charge, shall be 
equivalent to a conviction, under Title 46 RCW regard­
less of whether the imposition of sentence is deferred or 
the penalty is suspended. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 145 § 55 ; 1965 
ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 22; 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.20.270. Prior: 1 937 c 1 88 
§ 68; RRS § 63 12-68; prior: 1923 c 1 22 § 2, part; 192 1  
c 108 § 9, part; RRS § 637 1 ,  part.] 

Severability-1967 ex.s. c 145: See RCW 47.98.043. 

46.20.275 Nonappearance after written promise-­
Notice to department. See RCW 46.64.025. 

46.20.285 Conviction of offenses for which mandatory 
revocation of license by department required. The de­
partment shall forthwith revoke the license of any driv­
er upon receiving a record of such driver's conviction of 
any of the following offenses, when such conviction has 
become final: 

( I )  Manslaughter (or negligent homicide) resulting 
from the operation of a motor vehicle; 

(2) Driving a motor vehicle while under the influence 
of intoxicating liquor or a narcotic drug, or under the 
influence of any other drug to a degree which renders 
him incapable of safely driving a motor vehicle, upon a 
showing by the department's records that the conviction 
is the third such conviction of such driver within a pe­
riod of five years; 

(3) Any felony in the commission of which a motor 
vehicle is used; 

(4) Failure to stop and give information or render aid 
as required under the laws of this state in the event of a 
motor vehicle accident resulting in the death or person­
al injury of another; 

(5) Petjury or the making of a false affidavit or state­
ment under oath to the department under Title 46 
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RCW or under any other law relating to the ownership 
or operation of motor vehicles ; 

(6) Reckless driving upon a showing by the depart­
ment's records that the conviction is the third such 
conviction of such driver within a period of two years. 
[ 1 965 ex.s. c 12 1  § 24.] 

Negligent homicide by motor vehicle, penalty: RCW 46.61.520. 
Suspension or revocation of license for driving under the iniJuence of 

intoxicating liquor or drugs: RCW 46.61.515. 

46.20.291 Authority of department to suspend licens­
es-Grounds. ( 1 )  The department is hereby author­
ized to suspend the license of a driver upon a showing 
by its records or other sufficient evidence that the 
licensee : 

(a) Has committed an offense for which mandatory 
revocation or suspension of license is provided by law; 

(b) Has, by reckless or unlawful operation of a motor 
vehicle, caused or contributed to an accident resulting 
in death or injury to any person or serious property 
damage; 

(c) Has been convicted with such frequency of offen­
ses against traffic regulations governing the movement 
of vehicles as to indicate a disrespect for traffic laws 
and a disregard for the safety of other persons on the 
highways; 

(d) Is incompetent to drive a motor vehicle for any of 
the reasons enumerated in subsections (4), (5) and (8) of 
RCW 46.20.03 1 ;  

(e) Has committed one of the prohibited practices re­
lating to drivers' licenses defined in RCW 46.20.336. 
[ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 25.] 

Negligent homicide by motor vehicle, penalty: RCW 46.61.520. 
Reckless driving, suspension of license: RCW 46.61.500. 

46.20.292 Suspension, revocation, or restriction of 
juvenile driver's license--Grounds. The department 
may suspend, revoke, restrict or condition any juvenile 
driver's license upon a showing of its records that the 
juvenile licensee has been found by a juvenile court, 
chief probation officer or any other duly authorized of­
ficer of a juvenile court to have committed any offense 
or offenses which under Title 46 RCW constitutes 
grounds for said action. [ 1 967 c 167 § 9.] 

46.20.293 Record of traffic charges of juveniles to be 
furnished juvenile court--Authority of department to 
furnish other requested services to court, parents or 
guardians. The department is authorized to provide ju­
venile courts with the department's record of traffic 
charges compiled under RCW 46.52. 1 00  and 13 .04. 120, 
against any juvenile upon the request of any state juve­
nile court or duly authorized officer of any juvenile 
court of this state. Further, the department is author­
ized to provide any juvenile court with any requested 
service which the department can reasonably perform 
which is not inconsistent with its legal authority which 
substantially aids juvenile cou�ts in handling traffic 
cases and which promotes highway safety. 

The department is authorized to furnish to the par­
ent, parents, or guardian of any person under twenty­
one years of age who is not emancipated from such 
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parent, parents
' 
or guardian, the department records of 

traffic charges compiled against said person and shall 
collect for said copy a fee of one dollar and fifty cents 
to be deposited in the highway safety fund. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 
292 § 45 ; 1 969 ex.s. c 1 70 § 14; 1967 c 1 67 § 10.) 

Severability-1971 ex.s. c 292: See note following RCW 
26.28.010. 

46.20300 Suspension, etc. for extraterritorial convic­
tions. The director of motor vehicles may suspend, re­
voke, or cancel the vehicle driver's license of any 
resident of this state upon receiving notice of the con­
viction of such person in another state of an offense 
therein which, if committed in this state, would be 
ground for the suspension or revocation of the vehicle 
driver's license. The director may further, upon receiv­
ing a record of the conviction in this state of a nonresi­
dent driver of a motor vehicle of any offense under the 
motor vehicle laws of this state, forward a certified copy 
of such record to the motor vehicle administrator in the 
state of which the person so convicted is a resident; 
such record to consist of a copy of the judgment and 
sentence in the case. [ 1 967 c 32 § 29; 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46-
.20.300. Prior: 1957 c 273 § 8 ;  prior: 1 937 c 1 88 § 66, 
part; RRS § 63 12-66, part; 1923 c 1 22 § 1 ,  part; 1 92 1  c 
108 § 9, part ; RRS § 637 1 ,  part.] 

46.20305 Reexamination may be required--Cer­
tificate of licensee's condition--Action by department. 
The department, having good cause to believe that a li­
censed driver is incompetent or otherwise not qualified 
to be licensed may upon notice require him to submit to 
an examination. The department may in addition re­
quire such person to obtain a certificate showing his 
condition signed by a licensed physician or other proper 
authority designated by the department. Upon the con­
clusion of such examination the department shall take 
driver improvement action as may be appropriate and 
may suspend or revoke the license of such person or 
permit him to retain such license, or may issue a license 
subject to restrictions as permitted under RCW 46.20-
.04 1 .  The department may suspend or revoke the license 
of such person who refuses or neglects to submit to 
such examination. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 26.) 

46.20.308 Implied consent--Revocation, etc. for 
refusal to submit to chemical tests to determine alcoholic 
content of blood. ( 1 )  Any person who operates a motor 
vehicle upon the public highways of this state shall be 
deemed to have given consent, subject to the provisions 
of RCW 46.6 1 .506, to a chemical test or tests of his 
breath or blood for the purpose of determining the al­
coholic content of his blood if arrested for any offense 
where, at the time of the arrest, the arresting officer has 
reasonable grounds to believe the person had been 
driving or was in actual physical control of a motor ve­
hicle while under the influence of intoxicating liquor. 
The test or tests shall be administered at the direction 
of a law enforcement officer having reasonable grounds 
to believe the person to have been driving or in actual 
physical control of a motor vehicle upon the public 

highways of this state while under
. 
the influence of in­

toxicating liquor. Such officer shall mform the person of 
his right to refuse the test, and of his right to have ad­
ditional tests administered by any qualified person of 
his choosing as provided in RCW 46.6 1 .506. The officer 
shall warn the driver that his privilege to drive will be 
revoked or denied if he refuses to submit to the test. 
Unless the person to be tested is unconscious, the 
chemical test administered shall be of his breath only. 

(2) Any person who is dead, unconscious or who is 
otherwise in a condition rendering him incapable of re­
fusal, shall be deemed not to have withdrawn the con­
sent provided by subsection ( 1 )  of this section and the 
test or tests may be administered, subject to the provi­
sions of RCW 46.6 1 .506. 

(3) If, following his arrest, the person arrested refuses 
upon the request of a law enforcement officer to submit 
to a chemical test of his breath, after being informed 
that his refusal will result in the revocation or denial of 
his privilege to drive, no test shall be given. The de­
partment of motor vehicles, upon the receipt of a sworn 
report of the law enforcement officer that he had rea­
sonable grounds to believe the arrested person had been 
driving or was in actual physical control of a motor ve­
hicle upon the public highways of this state while under 
the influence of intoxicating liquor and that the person 
had refused to submit to the test upon the request of 
the law enforcement officer after being informed that 
such refusal would result in the revocation or denial of 
his privilege to drive, shall revoke his license or ·permit 
to drive or any nonresident operating privilege. If the 
person is a resident without a license or permit to oper­
ate a motor vehicle in this state, the department shall 
deny to the person the issuance of a license or permit 
for a period of six months after the date of the alleged 
violation, subject to review as hereinafter provided. 

(4) Upon revoking the license or permit to drive or 
the nonresident operating privilege of any person, or 
upon determining that the issuance of a license or per­
mit shall be denied to the person, as hereinbefore in this 
section directed, the department shall immediately noti­
fy the person involved in writing by personal service or 
by registered or certified mail of its decision and the 
grounds therefor, and of his right to a hearing, specify­
ing the steps he must take to obtain a hearing. The per­
son upon receiving such notice may, in writing and 
within ten days therefrom request a formal hearing. 
Upon receipt of such request, the department shall af­
ford him an opportunity for a hearing as provided in 
RCW 46.20.329 and RCW 46.20.332. The scope of such 
hearing for the purposes of this section shall cover the 
issues of whether a law enforcement officer had reason­
able grounds to believe the person had been driving or 
was in actual physical control of a motor vehicle upon 
the public highways of this state while under the influ­
ence of intoxicating liquor, whether the person was 
placed under arrest and whether he refused to submit to 
the test upon request of the officer after having been 
informed that such refusal would result in the revoca­
tion or denial of his privilege to drive. The department 
shall order that the revocation or determination that 
there should be a denial of issuance either be rescinded 
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or sustained. Any decision by the department revoking 
a person's driving privilege shall be stayed and shall not 
take effect while a formal hearing is pending as herein 
provided or during the pendency of a subsequent ap­
peal to superior court: Provided, That this stay shall be 
effective only so long as there is no conviction for a 
moving violation during pendency of the hearing and 
appeal. 

(5) If the revocation or determination that there 
should be a denial of issuance is sustained after such a 
hearing, the person whose license, privilege or permit is 
so affected shall have the right to file a petition in the 
superior court of the county wherein he resides, or, if a 
nonresident of this state, where the charge arose, to re­
view the final order of revocation or denial by the de­
partment in the manner provided in RCW 46.20.334. 

(6) When it has been finally determined under the 
procedures of this section that a nonresident's privilege 
to operate a motor vehicle in this state has been re­
voked, the department shall give information in writing 
of the action taken to the motor vehicle administrator 
of the state of the person's residence and of any state in 
which he has a license. [ 1 969 c 1 § 1 (Initiative Measure 
No. 242 § 1 ).] 

Reviser's note: Chapter 1 ,  Laws of 1 969, codified herein as RCW 
46.20.092, 46.20.308, 46.20.3 1 1 ,  46.20.91 1 ,  and 46.61 .506, was Initia­
tive Measure No. 242 which was adopted by the people November 5, 
1 968. Governor's proclamation declaring approval of measure is 
dated December 5, 1 968. State Constitution Art. 2 § 1 (d) provides: " . .  
. Such measure ,[initiatives and referendums] shall be in operation on 
and after the thirtieth day after the election at which it is approved 

" 

Severabillty-1969 c 1: See RCW 46.20.91 1 . 

46.20.31 1  Duration of suspension or revocation-­
Conditions for reissuance or renewal. ( 1 )  The depart­
ment shall not suspend a driver's license or privilege to 
drive a motor vehicle on the public highways for a fixed 
period of more than one year, except as permitted un­
der RCW 46.20.342. Whenever the license of any per­
son is suspended by reason of a conviction or pursuant 
to RCW 46.20.29 1 ,  such suspension shall remain in ef­
fect and the department shall not issue to such person 
any new or renewal of license until such person shall 
pay a reinstatement fee of ten dollars and shall give and 
thereafter maintain proof of financial responsibility for 
the future as provided in chapter 46.29 RCW. 

(2) Any person whose license or privilege to drive a 
motor vehicle on the public highways has been revoked 
shall not be entitled to have such license or privilege 
renewed or restored unless the revocation was for a 
cause which has been removed, except that after the 
expiration of six months in cases of revocation for re­
fusal to submit to a chemical test under the provisions 
of RCW 46.20.308, and in all other revocation cases af­
ter the expiration of one year from the date on which 
the revoked license was surrendered to and received by 
the department, such person may make application for 
a new license as provided by law together with an ad­
ditional fee in the amount of ten dollars, but the de­
partment shall not then issue a new license unless it is 
satisfied after investigation of the driving ability of such 
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person that it will be safe to grant the privilege of driv­
ing a motor vehicle on the public highways, and until 
such person shall give and thereafter maintain proof of 
financial responsibility for the future as provided in 
chapter 46.29 RCW. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 36 § 1 ;  1969 c 1 § 
2 (Initiative Measure No. 242 § 2); 1 967 c 1 67 § 5 ;  1 965 
ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 27.] 

Effective date--1969 c 1 :  See note following RCW 46.20.308. 

Severabillty-1969 c 1: See RCW 46.20.91 1 . 

46.20.315 Surrender of license upon suspension or 
revocation--Return to licensee. The department upon 
suspending or revoking a license shall require that such 
license shall be surrendered to and be retained by the 
department, except that at the end of the period of sus­
pension such license so surrendered shall be returned to 
the licensee. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 28.] 

46.20.320 Suspension, etc., ·effective although rertifi­
cate not delivered. Any suspension, revocation, or can­
cellation of a vehicle driver's license shall be in effect 
notwithstanding the certificate itself is not delivered 
over or possession thereof obtained by a court, officer, 
or the director. [ 1967 c 32 § 30; 196 1  c 1 2  § 46.20.320. 
Prior: 1 957 c 273 § 10; prior: 1 937 c 1 88 § 66, part; 
RRS § 63 1 2-66, part; 1 923 c 1 22 § 1 ,  part; 1 92 1  c 108 § 
9, part ; RRS § 637 1 ,  part.] 

46.20.322 Driver improvement interview required be­
fore suspension, revocation, probation, or nonrenew­
ai--Exceptions. ( I )  Whenever the department 
proposes to suspend or revoke the driving privilege of 
any person or proposes to impose terms of probation on 
his driving privilege or proposes to refuse to renew a 
driver's license, notice and an opportunity for a driver 
improvement interview shall be given before taking 
such action, except as provided in RCW 46.20.324 and 
46.20.325. 

(2) Whenever the department proposes to suspend, 
revoke, restrict or condition a juvenile driver's driving 
privilege the department may require the appearance of 
the juvenile's legal guardian or father or mother, other­
wise the parent or guardian having custody of the mi­
nor . [ 1973 1st ex.s. c 1 54 § 88 ;  1 967 c 1 67 § 6;  1 965 ex.s. 
c 1 2 1  § 29.) 

Severability-1973 1st ex.s. c 154: See note following RCW 
2. 12.030. 

46.20.323 Notice of driver improvement inter­
view--Contents. The notice shall contain a statement 
setting forth the proposed action and the grounds 
therefor, and notify the person to appear for a driver 
improvement interview not less than ten days from the 
date notice is given. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 30.] 

46.20.324 Persons not entitled to driver improvement 
interview or formal hearing. A person shall not be enti­
tled to a driver improvement interview or formal hear­
ing as hereinafter provided: 

( I )  When the action by the department is made man­
datory by the provisions of this chapter or other law; or 
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(2) When the person has refused or neglected to sub­
mit to an examination as required by RCW 46.20.305. 
[ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 3 1 .] 

46.20.325 Suspension or probation prior to driver im­
provement interview--Alternative procedure. In the 
alternative to the procedure set forth in RCW 46.20.322 
and 46.20.323 the department, whenever it determines 
from its records or other sufficient evidence that the 
safety of persons upon the highways requires such ac­
tion, shall forthwith and without a driver improvement 
interview suspend the privilege of a person to operate a 
motor vehicle or impose reasonable terms and condi­
tions of probation consistent with the safe operation of 
a motor vehicle. The department shall in such case, im­
mediately notify such licensee in writing and upon his 
request shall afford him an opportunity for a driver im­
provement interview as early as practical within not to 
exceed seven days after receipt of such request, or the 
department, at the time it gives notice may set the date 
of a driver improvement interview, giving not less than 
ten days ' notice thereof. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 32.] 

46.20.326 Failure to appear or request driver im­
provement interview constitutes waiver--Procedure. 
Failure to appear for a driver improvement interview at 
the time and place stated by the department in its no­
tice as provided in RCW 46.20.322 and 46.20.323 or 
failure to request a driver improvement interview within 
ten days as provided in *section 33 of this 1 965 amen­
datory act shall constitute a waiver of a driver im­
provement interview, and the department may take 
action without such driver improvement interview, or 
the department may, upon request of the person whose 
privilege to drive may be affected, or at its own option, 
re-open the case, take evidence, change or set aside any 
order theretofore made, or grant a driver improvement 
interview. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 33.) 

*Reviser's note: The reference to ''section 33 of this 1965 amenda­
tory act" appears to be erroneous in that section 33 does not pertain 
to requesting a driver improvement interview and is the same section 
in which the reference appears. The reference appa!'ently intended is 
to section 32, codified herein as RCW 46.20.325. 

46.20.327 Conduct of driver improvement inter­
view--Referee Evidence--Not deemed bearing. 
A driver improvement interview shall be conducted in a 
completely informal manner before a driver improve­
ment analyst sitting as a referee. The applicant or li­
censee shall have the right to make or file a written 
answer or statement in which he may controvert any 
point at issue, and present any evidence or arguments 
for the consideration of the department pertinent to the 
action taken or proposed to be taken or the grounds 
therefor. The department may consider its records re­
lating to the applicant or licensee. The driver improve­
ment interview shall not be deemed an agency hearing. 
[ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 34.] 

46.20.328 Findings and recommendations following 
driver improvement interview--Decision of depart­
ment--Request for formal hearing. Upon the conclu­
sion of a driver improvement interview, the 

department's referee shall make findings on the matter 
under consideration and may prepare and submit rec­
ommendations to the department. After a review of the 
referee's report together with the department's records, 
the department shall render its decision concerning the 
matter under consideration and shall notify the person 
involved in writing by personal service or by registered 
or certified mail. The decision is effective upon notice. 
The person upon receiving such notice may, in writing 
and within ten days request a formal hearing. [ 1 965 
ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 35.] 

Persons not entitled to formal hearing: RCW 46.20.324. 

46.20.329 Formal bearing--Time and place-­
Notice--Stay of suspension or revocation pending 
hearing or subsequent appeal--Exception-Hearing 
officers. Upon receiving a request for a formal hearing 
as provided in RCW 46.20.328, the department shall fix 
a time and place for hearing as early as may be ar­
ranged in the county where the applicant or licensee 
resides, and shall give ten days' notice of the hearing to 
the applicant or licensee, except that the hearing may 
be set for a different place with the concurrence of the 
applicant or licensee and the period of notice may be 
waived. 

Any decision by the department suspending or re­
voking a person's driving privilege shall be stayed and 
shall not take effect while a formal hearing is pending 
as herein provided or during the pendency of a subse­
quent appeal to superior court: Provided, That this stay 
shall be effective only so long as there is no conviction 
of a moving violation during pendency of hearing and 
appeal : Provided further, That nothing in this section 
shall be construed as prohibiting the department from 
seeking an order setting aside the stay during the pen­
dency of such appeal in those cases where the action of 
the department is based upon physical or mental inca­
pacity, or a failure to successfully complete an exami­
nation required by this chapter. 

A formal hearing shall be conducted by the director 
or by a referee or hearing board appointed by him from 
officers or employees of the department. Such referee or 
hearing board may be authorized by the director to 
make final determinations regarding the issuance, deni­
al, or suspension, or revocation of a license. [ 1 972 ex.s. 
c 29 § 1 ;  1 965 ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 36.] 

46.20.332 Formal bearing--Evidence--Subpoe­
nas--Reexamination--Findings and recommenda­
tions. At a formal hearing the department shall consider 
its records and may receive sworn testimony and may 
issue subpoenas for the attendance of witnesses and the 
production of relevant books and papers in the manner 
and subject to the conditions provided in chapter 5.56 
RCW relating to the issuance of subpoenas. I n  addition 
the department may require a reexamination of the li­
censee or applicant. Proceedings at a formal hearing 
shall be recorded stenographically or by mechanical 
device. Upon the conclusion of a formal hearing, if not 
heard by the director or a person authorized by him to 
make final decisions regarding the issuance, denial, sus­
pension or revocation of licenses, the referee or board 
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shall make findings on the matters under consideration 
and may prepare and submit recommendations to the 
director or such person designated by the director who 
is authorized to make final decisions regarding the issu­
ance, denial, suspension, or revocation of licenses. [ 1972 
ex.s. c 29 § 2; 1 965 ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 37.) 

46.20.333 Formal bearing--Decision of director or 
designee following hearing. In  all cases not heard by the 
director or a person authorized by him to make final 
decisions regarding the issuance, denial, suspension, or 
revocation of licenses the director, or a person so au­
thorized shall review the records, evidence, and the 
findings after a formal hearing, and shall render a deci­
sion sustaining, modifying, or reversing the order of 
suspension or revocation or the refusal to grant, or re­
new a license or the order imposing terms or conditions 
of probation, or may set aside the prior action of the 
department and may direct that probation be granted 
to the applicant or licensee and in such case may fix the 
terms and conditions of the probation. [ 1 972 ex.s. c 29 § 
3 ;  1 965 ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 38.] 

46.20.334 Appeal to superior court following formal 
bearing. Any person denied a license or a renewal of a 
license or whose license has been suspended or revoked 
by the department except where such suspension or re­
vocation is mandatory under the provisions of this 
chapter shall have the right within thirty days, after re­
ceiving notice of the decision following a formal hear­
ing to file a notice of appeal in the superior court in the 
county of his residence. The hearing on the appeal 
hereunder shall be de novo. [ 1972 ex.s. c 29 § 4; 1965 
ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 39.) 

46.20.335 Probation in lieu of suspension or revoca­
tion. Whenever by any provision of this chapter the de­
partment has discretionary authority to suspend or 
revoke the privilege of a person to operate a motor ve­
hicle, the department may in lieu of a suspension or re­
vocation place the person on probation, the terms of 
which may include a suspension as a condition of pro­
bation, and upon such other reasonable terms and con­
ditions as shall be deemed by the department to be 
appropriate. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 40.) 

46.20.336 Violations-Penalty. It is a misdemean­
or for any person: 

( 1 )  To display or cause or permit to be displayed or 
have in his possession any canceled, revoked, suspend­
ed, fictitious or fraudulently altered driver's license; 

(2) To lend his driver's license to any other person or 
knowingly permit the use thereof by another; 

(3) To display or represent as one's own any driver's  
license not issued to him; 

(4) Wilfully to fail or refuse to surrender to the de­
partment upon its lawful demand any driver's license 
which has been suspended, revoked or canceled ;  

(5) To use a false o r  fictitious name i n  any applica­
tion for a driver's license or to knowingly make a false 
statement or to knowingly conceal a material fact or 
otherwise commit a fraud in any such application; 
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(6) To permit any unlawful use of a driver's  license 
issued to him. [ 1965 ex.s. c 12 1  § 4 1 . ] 

46.20.342 Driving while license suspended or re­
voked--Penalty--Extension of suspension or revo­
cation period. ( 1 )  Any person who drives a motor 
vehicle on any public highway of this state at a time 
when his privilege so to do is suspended or revoked or 
when his policy of insurance or bond, when required 
under this chapter, shall have been canceled or termi­
nated, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. Upon the first 
conviction therefor, he shall be punished by imprison­
ment for not less than ten days nor more than six 
months. Upon the second such conviction therefor, he 
shall be punished by imprisonment for not less than 
ninety days nor more than one year. Upon the third 
such conviction therefor, he shall be punished by im­
prisonment for one year. There may also be imposed in 
connection with each such conviction a fine of not more 
than five hundred dollars. 

(2) The department upon receiving a record of con­
viction of any person or upon receiving an order by any 
juvenile court or any duly authorized court officer of 
the conviction of any juvenile under this section upon a 
charge of driving a vehicle while the license of such 
person is under suspension shall extend the period of 
such suspension for an additional like period and if the 
conviction was upon a charge of driving while a license 
was revoked the department shall not issue a new li­
cense for an additional period of one year from and af­
ter the date such person would otherwise have been 
entitled to apply for a new license. [ 1 969 c 27 § 2. Prior: 
1967 ex.s. c 145 § 52; 1967 c 1 67 § 7 ;  1 965 ex.s. c 121  § 
43.) 

46.20.343 Unlawful to allow unauthorized minor child 
or ward to drive. No person shall cause or knowingly 
permit his child or ward under the age of eighteen years 
to drive a motor vehicle upon any highway when such 
minor is not authorized hereunder or in  violation of any 
of the provisions of this chapter. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 44.] 

46.20.344 Unlawful to allow unauthorized person to 
drive. No person shall authorize and knowingly permit 
a motor vehicle owned by him or under his control to 
be driven upon any highway by any person who is not 
authorized hereunder or in violation of any of the pro­
visions of this chapter. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 45.] 

46.20.380 Occupational operator's license--Fee. 
No person shall file a petition for an occupational op­
erator's license as provided in RCW 46.20.390 unless he 
shall first pay to the director or other person authorized 
to accept applications and fees for driver's licenses a fee 
of ten dollars. The applicant shall receive upon pay­
ment an official receipt for the payment of such fee. All 
such fees shall be forwarded to the director who shall 
transmit such fees to the state treasurer in the same 
manner as other driver's license fees. [ 1 967 c 32 § 3 1 ;  
1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.20.380. Prior: 1 957 c 268 § 1 . ]  

Reviser's note: RCW 46.20.390 was r,epealed by 197 1  ex.s. c 284 § 
16; later enactment, see RCW 46.20.39 1 .  
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46.20.391 Occupational driver's license--Peti­
tion--Eligibility--Restrictions--Cancellation. ( I )  
A person is eligible to petition for an occupational 
driver's license if he has been convicted of an offense 
relating to motor vehicles, other than negligent homi­
cide or manslaughter, for which suspension or revoca­
tion of his driver's license is mandatory: Provided, That 
notwithstanding the provisions of RCW 46.20.270, if 
such person declares at the time of conviction his intent 
to so petition, the court may stay the effect of such 
mandatory suspension or revocation for a period not to 
exceed thirty days to allow the making of such petition. 

(2) A petitioner for an occupational driver's license is 
eligible to receive such license only if: 

(a) Within one year immediately preceding the 
present conviction he has not been convicted of any of­
fense relating to motor vehicles for which suspension or 
revocation of a driver's license is mandatory; and 

(b) He is engaged in an occupation or trade which 
makes it essential that he operate a motor vehicle; and 

(c) He files satisfactory proof of financial responsibil­
ity pursuant to chapter 46.29 RCW. 

(3) A petitioner for an occupational driver's license 
must file a verified petition on a form provided by the 
director, who shall issue such form upon receipt of the 
prescribed fee if petitioner is eligible under the require­
ments of subsections ( 1 )  and (2)(a) and (2)(c) of this 
section. Petitioner must set forth in detail in such peti­
tion his need for operating a motor vehicle and may file 
such petition with any judge in a court of record, justice 
court, or municipal court having criminal jurisdiction in 
the county of the petitioner's residence. 

If such petitioner is qualified under the provisions of 
subsection (2)(b) of this section, and if the judge to 
whom petition was made believes such petition should 
be granted, such judge may order the director to issue 
an occupational driver's license to such petitioner: Pro­
vided, That an occupational driver's license may be is­
sued for a period of not more than one year, and shall 
permit the operation of a motor vehicle not to exceed 
twelve hours per day and then only when such opera­
tion is essential to the licensee's occupation or trade: 
Provided further, That such order shall be on a form 
provided by the director, and shall contain definite re­
strictions as to hours of the day, days of the week, type 
of occupation, and areas or routes of travel to be per­
mitted under such license and such other conditions as 
the judge granting the same deems appropriate. 

A copy of the order and of the petition shall be sent 
to the director by the court. The order shall be given to 
the petitioner and shall serve as his occupational license 
until the petitioner receives the license issued by the di­
rector: Provided, That the director shall not be required 
to issue such license if the petitioner's mandatory sus­
pension or revocation is for sixty days or less. 

(4) If the convicting judge granted a stay of effect as 
provided in subsection ( 1 )  of this section, then at the 
time the judge to whom petition was made issues the 
order he shall collect the petitioner's driver's license in 
the same manner as is specified in RCW 46.20.270, and 
at such time also the conviction shall take full effect. 

(5) The director shall cancel an occupational driver's 
license upon receipt of notice that the holder thereof 
has been convicted of operating a motor vehicle in vio­
lation of its restrictions, or of an offense which pursuant 
to chapter 46.20 RCW would warrant suspension or re­
vocation of a regular driver's license. Such cancellation 
shall be effective as of the date of such conviction, and 
shall continue with the same force and effect as any 
suspension or revocation under this title. [ 1973 c 5 § 1 .] 

46.20.400 Occupational operator's license--When 
new operator's license may be obtained-Surrender of 
order and occupational operator's license. If an occupa­
tional driver's license is issued and is not revoked dur­
ing the period for which issued the licensee may obtain 
a new driver's license at the end of such period, but no 
new driver's permit shall be issued to such person until 
he surrenders his occupational driver's license and his 
copy of the order and the director is satisfied that he 
complies with ali other provisions of law relative to the 
issuance of a driver's license. [ 1 967 c 32 § 33 ; 1 96 1  c 12 
§ 46.20.400. Prior: 1 957 c 268 § 3.] 

46.20.410 Occupational operator's license--Penal­
ty. Any person convicted for violation of any restriction 
of an occupational driver's license shall in addition to 
the immediate revocation of such license and any other 
penalties provided by law be fined not less than fifty 
nor more than two hundred dollars or imprisoned for 
not more than six months or both such fine and impris­
onment. [ 1 967 c 32 § 34; 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.20.41 0. Prior: 
1 957 c 268 § 4.] 

46.20.420 Operation of motor vehicle prohibited 
while license is suspended or revoked. Any resident or 
nonresident whose driver's license or right or privilege 
to operate a motor vehicle in this state has been sus­
pended or revoked as provided in this title shall not 
operate a motor vehicle in this state under a license, 
permit or registration certificate issued by any other ju­
risdiction or otherwise during such suspension or after 
such revocation until a new license is obtained when 
and as permitted under this chapter. [ 1 967 c 32 § 35 ;  
1 96 1  c 1 34 § 2.] 

46.20.430 Stopping of vehicle registered to person 
whose driver's license has been suspended or revoked au­
thorized--Display of license. Any police officer who 
has received notice of the suspension or revocation of a 
driver's license from the department of motor vehicles, 
may, during the reported period of such suspension or 
revocation, stop any motor vehicle identified by its ve­
hicle license number as being registered to the person 
whose driver's license has been suspended or revoked. 
The driver of such vehicle shall display his driver's li­
cense upon request of the police officer. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 
1 70 § 47.] 

46.20.440 Operation of vehicles requmng special 
skills--Additional examination and special license en­
dorsement required--Exemption--Temporary per­
mit, fee. It shall be unlawful for a person to operate 
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upon the public highway any motor-truck, truck-trac� 
tor, school bus, private carrier bus, auto stage or for­
hire vehicle as defined by RCW 46.04.3 10, 46.04.650, 
46.04.52 1 ,  46.04.050, 46.04. 1 90 and 46.04.4 1 6  respec� 
tively, found by the director to require special operating 
skills as hereafter provided, unless the driver shall have 
successfully completed an examination, in addition to 
the examinations in RCW 46.20. 1 30, demonstrating the 
ability of the driver to operate and maneuver the vehi� 
cle or vehicles upon the public highway in a manner not 
to jeopardize the safety of persons or property: Provid� 
ed, That this requirement shall not apply to any person 
hauling farm commodities from the farm to the pro� 
cessing plant or shipping point, not to exceed a radius 
of fifty miles from the farm. 

The director may issue a temporary permit to an ap� 
plicant for a period not to exceed ninety days. This 
temporary permit may be renewed for one additional 
ninety-day period. The director shall collect a two dol� 
lar fee for said temporary permit, or renewal, and the 
said fee shall be deposited in the highway safety fund. 

The director shall upon completion of such tests spe� 
cially endorse the driver's license of the applicant to in� 
dicate the type of vehicle qualifications met. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. 
c 126 § I ;  1 970 ex.s. c 100 § 4; 1969 ex.s. c 68 § I ;  1967 
ex.s. c 20 § 1 .1 

Effective date--1967 ex.s. c 20: "Sections l, 3, and 4 of this 
amendatory act shall be effective January l ,  1968." (1967 ex..s. c 20 § 
5.] This applies to RCW 46.20.440 through 46.20.470. 

Age limit for school bus drivers and drivers of for-hire vehicles: 
RCW 46.20.045. 

46.20.450 Operation of vehicles requiring special 
skills--Rules and regulations-Public bearings to 
adopt. The director shall, pursuant to chapter 34.04 
RCW, hold public hearings to adopt rules and regula­
tions and standards and specifications pertaining to: 

( l )  A determination of what types of vehicles require 
special skills for the operation thereof, taking into con� 
sideration the extent to which a special knowledge of 
traffic laws pertaining to the type of vehicle and a spe­
cial ability to maneuver such vehicles is necessary for 
the safe operation of the vehicle both alone and in rela� 
tionship to other types of vehicles on the road; 

(2) The establishment of reasonable classifications 
within one vehicle category or among several categories 
for the purpose of either requiring or not requiring a 
special skill test; 

(3) The establishment of the type of examinations to 
be given, taking into consideration that certain categor� 
ies of equipment may require a more comprehensive 
testing than others. The director may, however, allow 
the substitution of a training course or examination 
given by common carriers or other persons in lieu of 
the department's examination, if it meets the standards 
required by the department. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 20 § 2.] 

46.20.460 Operation of vehicles requiring special 
skills-Waiver of requirements. The director may in 
lieu of the special examination required in RCW 46.20-
.440 waive the requirement as to: 
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( 1 )  Any person who is engaged in driving on the 
public highways a vehicle or vehicles classified pursuant 
to RCW 46.20.450; if 

(a) His employer certifies that the applicant is well 
qualified by previous driving experience to operate the 
type of vehicle or vehicles covered by the special en­
dorsement for which he has applied; or 

(b) A self--employed driver who has been engaged in 
driving a vehicle or vehicles for a minimum of one year 
on the public highways and has passed a department 
approved driver training course or examination and/ or 
his driving record on file with the department indicates 
that he is a safe and careful driver; 

(c) Where by contract, written or implied, a labor 
union is required upon notice to furnish qualified and 
competent drivers, the department may accept the cer­
tification of the dispatching union official that the driver 
is qualified and competent to drive the particular 
equipment. 

(2) Any driver who cannot qualify under subsection 
( 1 )  of this section; if 

(a) His employer certifies that he has satisfactorily 
completed a training course given by his employer 
which course has been approved by the director; or 

(b) He is a self--employed person who furnishes a 
certificate that he has satisfactorily completed a course 
that may be given by a person or persons who have 
given a training course or examination approved by the 
director. 

The director may, however, notwithstanding subsec­
tions ( 1 )  and (2) of this section require the examination 
to be given by the department in any case where the 
applicant's driving record indicates that he has violated 
the traffic laws to an extent that it is in the public in­
terest to require said examination. l 1 97 1  ex.s. c 126 § 2; 
1 969 ex.s. c 68 § 2; 1 967 ex.s. c 20 § 3.] 

46.20.470 Operation of vehicles requiring special 
skills-Additional fee, disposition. There shall be an 
additional fee for the special endorsement for each class 
of vehicle in addition to the prescribed fee required for 
the issuance of the original driver's license. The addi­
tional fee for each endorsement shall not exceed ten 
dollars for the original endorsement. The said fee shall 
be deposited in the highway safety fund. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 68 
§ 3 ;  1 967 ex.s. c 20 § 4.) 

46.20.500 Special endorsement for motorcycle opera­
tor's license. No person shall drive a motorcycle, as de­
fined in RCW 46.04.330, or a motor-driven cycle, as 
defined in RCW 46.04.332, unless such person has a 
valid driver's license specially endorsed by the director 
to enable the holder to drive such vehicles. [ I  967 c 232 
§ I .J 

46.20.505 Special endorsement for motorcycle opera· 
tor's license--Examination fee. Every person applying 
for a special endorsement of a driver's license authoriz­
ing such person to drive a motorcycle or a motor-driv­
en cycle shall pay a motorcycle examination fee which 
shall not be refundable. The director of motor vehicles 
shall prescribe the examination fee at an amount equal 
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to the cost of administering such examination but in no 
event more than four dollars for the initial examination 
nor more than two dollars for a subsequent renewal ex­
amination. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 145 § 50.] 

SeverabWty-1967 ex.s. c 145: See RCW 47.98.043. 

46.20.900 Repeal and saving. Section 46.20.0 10, 
chapter 12, Laws of 1 96 1  and RCW 46.20.0 10, section 
46.20.020, chapter 12, Laws of 1 96 1  as amended by 
section I ,  chapter 134, Laws of 1 96 1  and RCW 46.20-
.020, section 46.20.030, chapter 12, Laws of 1 96 1  as 
amended by section 12, chapter 39, Laws of 1 963 and 
RCW 46.20.030, section 46.20.060, chapter 1 2, Laws of 
196 1  and RCW 46.20.060, sections 46.20.080 through 
46.20.090, chapter 1 2, Laws of 1 96 1  and RCW 46.20-
.080 through 46.20.090, section 46.20. 1 10, chapter 1 2, 
Laws of 1 96 1  as last amended by section 1 0, chapter 39, 
Laws of 1 963 and RCW 46.20. 1 10, sections 46.20. 140 
through 46.20. 1 80, chapter 1 2, Laws of 1 96 1  and RCW 
46.20. 140 through 46.20. 1 80, section 46.20.2 10, chapter 
12, Laws of 1 96 1  and RCW 46.20.2 1 0, sections 46.20-
.230 through 46.20.250, chapter 1 2, Laws of 1 96 1  and 
RCW 46.20.230 through 46.20.250, section 46.20.280, 
chapter 1 2, Laws of 1 96 1  and RCW 46.20.280, section 
46.20.290, chapter 1 2, Laws of 1 96 1  and RCW 46.20-
.290, section 46.20.3 10, chapter 1 2, Laws of 1 96 1  and 
RCW 46.20.3 1 0, and section 46.20.330, chapter 1 2, 
Laws of 1 96 1  and RCW 46.20.330; section 46.20.350, 
chapter 1 2, Laws of 1 96 1  and RCW 46.20.350; section 
46.20.360, chapter 1 2, Laws of 196 1  and RCW 46.20-
.360 are each hereby repealed. Such repeals shall not be 
construed as affecting any existing right acquired under 
�he 

.
statutes repealed, nor as affecting any proceedings 

mstttuted thereunder, nor any rule, regulation or order 
promulgated thereunder, nor any administrative action 
taken thereunder. ( 1965 ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 46.] 

46.20.910 Severability--1965 ex.s. c 121. If any 
provision of this 1 965 amendatory act, or its application 
to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the re­
mainder of this 1 965 amendatory act, or the application 
of the provision to other persons or circumstances is not 
affected. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 2 1  § 47.] 

46.20.91 1 Severability, implied consent law--1969 
c 1. If any provision of RCW 46.20.092, 46.20.308, 46-
.20.3 1 1  and 46.61 .506 or its application to any person or 
circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of RCW 
46.20.092, 46.20.308, 46.20.3 1 1  and 46.6 1 .506, or the ap­
plication of the provision to other persons or circum­
stances is not affected. [ 1 969 c 1 § 6 (Initiative Measure 
No. 242 § 6).] 

Sections 
46.21 .0 10 
46.21 .020 

46.21 .030 
46.21 .040 

Chapter 46.21 
DRIVER LICENSE COMPACT 

Compact enacted-Provisions. 
"Licensing authority" defined-Duty to furnish 

information. 
Expenses of compact administrator. 
"Executive head" defined. 

46.21.010 Compact enacted--Provisions. The driv­
er license compact prepared pursuant to resolutions of 
the western governors' conference and the western in­
terstate committee on highway policy problems of the 
council of state governments is hereby entered into and 
enacted into Jaw, the terms and provisions of which 
shall be as follows : 

DRIVER LICENSE COMPACT 

ARTICLE !--Findings and Declaration of Policy 

(a) The party states find that: 
( 1 )  The safety of their streets and highways is materi­

ally affected by the degree of compliance with state 
laws and local ordinances relating to the operation of 
motor vehicles. 

(2) Violation of such a law or ordinance is evidence 
that the violator engages in conduct which is likely to 
endanger the safety of persons and property. 

(3) The continuance in force of a license to drive is 
predicated upon compliance with laws and ordinances 
relating to the operation of motor vehicles, in whichever 
jurisdiction the vehicle is operated . 

(b) It is the policy of each of the party states to: 
( 1 )  Promote compliance with the laws, ordinances, 

and administrative rules and regulations relating to the 
operation of motor vehicles by their operators in each 
of the jurisdictions where such operators drive motor 
vehicles. 

(2) Make the reciprocal recognition of licenses to 
drive and eligibility therefor more j ust and equitable by 
considering the over-all compliance with motor vehicle 
laws, ordinances and administrative rules and regula­
tions as a condition precedent to the continuance or is­
suance of any license by reason of which the licensee is 
authorized or permitted to operate a motor vehicle in 
any of the party states. 

ARTICLE 11--Defini tions 

As used in this compact: 
(a) "State' '  means a state, territory or possession of 

the United States, the District of Columbia, or the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 

(b) " Home state" means the state which has issued 
and has the power to suspend or revoke the use of the 
license or permit to operate a motor vehicle. 

(c) "Conviction" means a conviction of any offense 
related to the use or operation of a motor vehicle which 
is prohibited by state law, municipal ordinance or ad­
ministrative rule or regulation, or a forfeiture of bail, 
bond or other security deposited to secure appearance 
by a person charged with having committed any such 
offense, and which conviction or forfeiture is required 
to be reported to the licensing authority. 

ARTICLE III--Reports of Conviction 

The licensing authority of a party state shall report 
each conviction of a person from another party state 
occurring within its jurisdiction to the licensing author­
ity of the home state of the licensee. Such report shall 
clearly identify the person convicted; describe the vio­
lation specifying the section of the statute, code or or­
dinance violated; identify the court in which action was 
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taken ; indicate whether a plea of guilty or not guilty 
was entered, or the conviction was a result of the for­
feiture of bail, bond or other security; and shall include 
any special findings made in connection therewith. 

ARTICLE IV--Effect of Conviction 

(a) The licensing authority in the home state, for the 
purposes of suspension, revocation or limitation of the 
license to operate a motor vehicle, shall give the same 
effect to the conduct reported, pursuant to Article III  of 
this compact, as it would if such conduct had occurred 
in the home state, in the case of convictions for: 

( l )  Manslaughter or negligent homicide resulting 
from the operation of a motor vehicle; 

(2) Driving a motor vehicle while under the influence 
of intoxicating liquor or a narcotic drug, or under the 
influence of any other drug to a degree which renders 
the driver incapable of safely driving a motor vehicle; 

(3) Any felony in the commission of which a motor 
vehicle is used; 

(4) Failure to stop and render aid in the event of a 
motor vehicle accident resulting in the death or person­
al injury of another. 

(b) If the laws of a party state do not provide for of­
fenses or violations denominated or described in pre­
cisely the words employed in subdivision (a) of this 
Article, such party state shall construe the denomina­
tions and descriptions appearing in subdivision (a) 
hereof as being applicable to and identifying those of­
fenses or violations of a substantially similar nature and 
the laws of such party state shall contain such provi­
sions as may be necessary to ensure that full force and 
effect is given to this Article. 

ARTICLE ¥--Applications for New Licenses 

Upon application for a license to drive, the licensing 
authority in a party state shall ascertain whether the 
applicant has ever held, or is the holder of 

.
a lic�nse to 

drive issued by any other party state. The hcensmg au­
thority in the state where application is made shall not 
issue a license to drive to the applicant if: 

( 1 )  The applicant has held such a license, but the 
same has been suspended by reason, in whole or in 
part, of a violation and if such suspension period has 
not terminated. 

(2) The applicant has held such a license, but the 
same has been revoked by reason, in whole or in part, 
of a violation and if such revocation has not termina­
ted, except that after the expiration of one year from 
the date the license was revoked, such person may 
make application for a new license if permitted by law. 
The licensing authority may refuse to issue a license to 
any such applicant if, after investigation, the licensing 
authority determines that it will not be safe to grant to 
such person the privilege of driving a motor vehicle on 
the public highways. 

(3) The applicant is the holder of a license to drive 
issued by another party state and currently in force un­
less the applicant surrenders such license. 
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ARTICLE VI--Applicability of Other Laws 

Except as expressly required by provisions of this 
compact, nothing contained herein shall be construed 
to affect the right of any party state to apply any of its 
other laws relating to licenses to drive to any person or 
circumstance, nor to invalidate or prevent any driver li­
cense agreement or other cooperative arrangement be­
tween a party state and a non-party state. 

ARTICLE VII--Compact Administrator and 
Interchange of Information 

(a) The head of the licensing authority of each party 
state shall be the administrator of this compact for his 
state. The administrators, acting jointly, shall have the 
power to formulate all necessary and proper procedures 
for the exchange of information under this compact. 

(b) The administrator of each party state shall furnish 
to the administrator of each other party state any infor­
mation or documents reasonably necessary to facilitate 
the administration of this compact. 

ARTICLE VIII--Entry into Force and Withdrawal 

(a) This compact shall enter into force and become 
effective as to any state when it has enacted the same 
into law. 

(b) Any party state may withdraw from this compact 
by enacting a statute repealing the same, but no such 
withdrawal shall take effect until six months after the 
executive head of the withdrawing state has given no­
tice of the withdrawal to the executive heads of all other 
party states. No withdrawal shall affect the validity or 
applicability by the licensing authorities of states re­
maining party to the compact of any report of convic­
tion occurring prior to the withdrawal. 

ARTICLE IX --Construction and Severability 

This compact shall be liberally construed so as to ef­
fectuate the purposes thereof. The provisions of this 
compact shall be severable and if any phrase, clause, 
sentence or provision of this compact is declared to be 
contrary to the constitution of any party state or of the 
United States or the applicability thereof to any gov­
ernment, agency, person or circumstance is held invalid, 
the validity of the remainder of this compact and the 
applicability thereof to any government, agency, person 
or circumstance shall not be affected thereby. If this 
compact shall be held contrary to the constitution of 
any state party thereto, the compact shall remain in full 
force and effect as to the remaining states and in full 
force and effect as to the state affected as to all sever­
able matters. [ 1 963 c 1 20 § 1 . ]  

46.21.020 "Licensing authority" defined--Duty to 
furnish information. As used in the compact, the term 
" licensing authority" with reference to this state, shall 
mean the department of motor vehicles. Said depart­
ment shall furnish to the appropriate authorities of any 
other party state any information or documents reason­
ably necessary to facilitate the administration of Arti­
cles III ,  IV, and V of the compact. [ 1 967 c 32 § 36; 
1 963 c 1 20 § 2.] 
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46.21.030 Expenses of compact administrator. The 
compact administrator provided for in Article VII of 
the compact shall not be entitled to any additional 
compensation on account of his service as such admin­
istrator, but shall be entitled to expenses incurred in 
connection with his duties and responsibilities as such 
administrator, in the same manner as for expenses in­
curred in connection with any other duties or responsi­
bilities of his office or employment. [ 1963 c 120 § 3.] 

46.21.040 "Executive head" defined. As used in the 
compact, with reference to this state, the term "execu­
tive head" shall mean governor. [ 1 963 c 1 20 § 4.] 
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Revoked license not to be renewed or restored until proof of financial 
responsibility given: RCW 46.20.31 1. 

ADMINISTRATION 

46.29.010 Purpose. It is the purpose of this chapter 
to adopt in substance the provisions of the uniform ve­
hicle code relating to financial responsibility in order to 
achieve greater uniformity with the laws of other states 
and thereby reduce the conflicts in laws confronting 
motorists as they travel between states. [ 1 963 c 1 69 § L] 

46.29.020 Definitions. ( I) The term "owner" as used 
in this chapter shall mean registered owner as defined in 
RCW 46.04.460. 

(2) The term "registration" as used in this chapter 
shall mean the certificate of license registration issued 
under the laws of this state. [ 1 963 c 1 69 § 2.] 

46.29.030 Director to administer chapter. ( 1 )  The di­
rector shall administer and enforce the provisions of 
this chapter and may make rules and regulations neces­
sary for its administration. 

(2) The director shall prescribe and provide suitable 
forms requisite or deemed necessary for the purposes of 
this chapter. [ 1 963 c 169 § 3.] 

46.29.040 Court review. Any order of the director 
under the provisions of this chapter shall be subject to 
review, at the instance of any party in interest, by ap­
peal to the superior court of Thurston county, or at his 
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option to the superior court of the county of his resi­
dence. The scope of such review shall be limited to that 
prescribed by RCW 7. 16 . 1 20 governing review by cer­
tiorari . Notice of appeal must be filed within ten days 
after receipt of the notice of such order. The court shall 
determine whether the filing of the appeal shall operate 
as a stay of any such order of the director. Upon the 
filing the notice of appeal the court shall issue an order 
to the director to show cause why the order should not 
be reversed or modified. The order to show cause shall 
be returnable not less than ten nor more than thirty 
days after the date of service thereof upon the director. 
The court after hearing the matter may modify, affirm 
or reverse the order of the director in whole or in part. 
( 1963 c 169 § 4.] 

46.29.050 Driving record and evidence of ability to 
respond in damages to be furnished-Fees. ( 1 )  The 
department shall upon request furnish any person or his 
attorney a certified abstract of his driving record, which 
abstract shall include enumeration of any motor vehicle 
accidents in which such person has been involved. Such 
abstract shall indicate the total number of vehicles in­
volved; whether the vehicles were legally parked or 
moving, and; whether such vehicles were occupied at 
the time of the accident; and reference to any convic­
tions of said person for violation of the motor vehicle 
laws as reported to the department, and a record of any 
vehicles registered in the name of such person. The de­
partment shall collect for each abstract the sum of one 
dollar and fifty cents which shall be deposited in the 
highway safety fund. 

(2) The department shall upon request furnish any 
person who may have been injured in person or prop­
erty by any motor vehicle, with an abstract of all infor­
mation of record in the department pertaining to the 
evidence of the ability of any driver or owner of any 
motor vehicle to respond in damages. The department 
shall collect for each abstract the sum of one dollar and 
fifty cents which shall be deposited in the highway 
safety fund. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 40 § 1 ;  1 967 c 1 74 § 1 ;  1 963 c 
169 § 5.]  

Effective date--1967 c 174: "Sections l ,  2, 3 and 4 o f  this amen­
datory act shall become effective July l ,  1967." [ 1967 c 1 74 § 7.] This 
applies to RCW 46.29.050, 46.52. 1 30, 46.68.041 and 46.68.060. 

Abstract of operating record to be furnished insurance company: 
RCW 46.52. 130. 

S ECURITY FOLLOWING ACCIDENT 

46.29.060 Application of sections requiring deposit of 
security and suspensions for failure to deposit security. 
The provisions of this chapter, requiring deposit of se­
curity and suspensions for failure to deposit security, 
subject to certain exemptions, shall apply to the driver 
and owner of any vehicle of a type subject to registra­
tion under the motor vehicle laws of this state which is 
in any manner involved in an accident within this state, 
which accident has resulted in bodily injury or death of 
any person or damage to the property of any one per­
son of two hundred dollars or more. [ 1 97 1 ex.s. c 22 § 
2 ;  1 963 c 1 69 § 6.] 
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46.29.070 Department to determine amount of secu­
rity required-Notices. ( 1 )  The department, not less 
than twenty days after receipt of a report of an accident 
as described in the preceding section, shall determine 
the amount of security which shall be sufficient in its 
judgment to satisfy any judgment or judgments for 
damages resulting from such accident as may be recov­
ered against each driver or owner. Such determination 
shall not be made with respect to drivers or owners who 
are exempt under succeeding sections of this chapter 
from the requirements as to security and suspension. 

(2) The department shall determine the amount of 
security deposit required of any person upon the basis 
of the reports or other information submitted. In the 
event a person involved in an accident as described in 
this chapter fails to make a report or submit informa­
tion indicating the extent of his injuries or the damage 
to his property within fifty days after the accident and 
the department does not have sufficient information on 
which to base an evaluation of such injuries or damage, 
then the department after reasonable notice to such 
person, if it is possible to give such notice, otherwise 
without such notice, shall not require any deposit of se­
curity for the benefit or protection of such person. 

(3) The department within fifty days after receipt of 
report of any accident referred to herein and upon de­
termining the amount of security to be required of any 
person involved in such accident or to be required of 
the owner of any vehicle involved in such accident shall 
give written notice to every such person of the amount 
of security required to be deposited by him and that an 
order of suspension will be made as hereinafter provid­
ed upon the expiration of ten days after the sending of 
such notice unless within said time security be deposit­
ed as required by said notice. [ 1 963 c 1 69 § 7 .] 

Proof of financial security for the future required in addition to secu­
rity after accident: RCW 46.29.420. 

46.29.080 Exceptions as to requirement of security. 
The requirements as to security and suspension in this 
chapter shall not apply: 

( 1 )  To the driver or owner if the owner had in effect 
at the time of the accident an automobile liability poli­
cy or bond with respect to the vehicle involved in the 
accident, except that a driver shall not be exempt under 
this subsection if at the time of the accident the vehicle 
was being operated without the owner's permission, ex­
press or implied; 

(2) To the driver, if not the owner or
' 
the vehicle in­

volved in the accident, if there was in effect at the time 
of the accident an automobile liability policy or bond 
with respect to his driving of vehicles not owned by 
him; 

(3) To the driver, if not the owner of the vehicle in­
volved in the accident, if there was in effect at the time 
of the accident an automobile liability policy or bond 
as to which there is a bona fide dispute concerning 
coverage of such driver as evidenced by the pendency 
of litigation seeking a declaration of said driver's cover­
age under such policy or bond; 

( 4) To the driver, whether or not the owner, if there is 
a bona fide claim on the part of the driver that there 
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was in effect at the time of the accident, an automobile 
liability policy or bond insuring or covering such 
driver; 

(5) To any person qualifying as a self-insurer under 
RCW 46.29.630 or to any person operating a vehicle for 
such self-insurer; 

(6) To the driver or the owner of a vehicle involved in 
an accident wherein no injury or damage was caused to 
the person or property of anyone other than such driver 
or owner; 

(7) To the driver or owner of a vehicle which at the 
time of the accident was parked, unless such vehicle 
was parked at a place where parking was at the time of 
the accident prohibited under any applicable law or 
ordinance; 

(8) To the owner of a vehicle if at the time of the ac­
cident the vehicle was being operated without his per­
mission, express or implied, or was parked by a person 
who had been operating such vehicle without such per­
mission, except if the vehicle was operated by his minor 
child or spouse; 

(9) To the owner of a vehicle involved in an accident 
if at the time of the accident such vehicle was owned by 
or leased to the United States, this state or any political 
subdivision of this state or a municipality thereof, or to 
the driver of such vehicle if operating such vehicle with 
permission; or 

( 1 0) To the driver or the owner of a vehicle in the 
event at the time of the accident the vehicle was being 
operated by or under the direction of a police officer 
who, in the performance of his duties, shall have as­
sumed custody of such vehicle. [ 1 965 c 1 24 § 1 ;  1 963 c 
169 § 8.] 

46.29.090 Requirements as to policy or bond. ( 1 )  No 
policy or bond shall be effective under RCW 46.29.080 
unless issued by an insurance company or surety com­
pany authorized to do business in this state, except as 
provided in subsection (2) of this section, nor unless 
such policy or bond is subject, if the accident has re­
sulted in bodily injury or death, to a limit, exclusive of 
interest and costs, of not less than fifteen thousand dol­
lars because of bodily injury to or death of one person 
in any one accident and, subject to said limit for one 
person, to a limit of not less than thirty thousand dol­
lars because of bodily injury to or death of two or more 
persons in any one accident, and if the accident has re­
sulted in injury to, or destruction of, property to a limit 
of not less than five thousand dollars because of injury 
to or destruction of property of others in any one 
accident. 

(2) No policy or bond shall be effective under RCW 
46.29.080 with respect to any vehicle which was not 
registered in this, state or was a vehicle which was regis­
tered elsewhere than in this state at the effective date of 
the policy or bond or the most recent renewal thereof, 
unless the insurance company or surety company issu­
ing such policy or bond is authorized to do business in 
this state, or if said company is not authoriz.ed to do 
business in this state, unless it shall execute a power of 
attorney authorizing the director of motor vehicles to 
accept service on its behalf of notice or process in any 

action upon such policy or bond arising out of such 
accident. 

(3) The department may rely upon the accuracy of 
the information in a required report of an accident as to 
the existence of insurance or a bond unless and until 
the department has reason to believe that the informa­
tion is erroneous. [ 1967 ex.s. c 3 § 1 ;  1 963 c 1 69 § 9.] 

Effective date----1967 ex.s. c 3: "This amendatory act shall take 
effect on July I ,  1968." [ 1 967 ex.s. c 3 § 6.] This applies to the 1%7 
amendments to RCW 46.29.090, 46.29.260, 46.29.390, 46.29.490, and 
46.29.550. 

46.29.100 Form and amount of security. ( I )  The se­
curity required under this chapter shall be in such form 
and in such amount as the department may require, but 
in no case in excess of the limits specified in RCW 46-
.29.090 in reference to the acceptable limits of a policy 
or bond. 

(2) Every depositor of security shall designate in 
writing every person in whose name such deposit is 
made and may at any time change such designation, 
but any single deposit of security shall be applicable 
only on behalf of persons required to furnish security 
because of the same accident. [ 1963 c 1 69 § I O.J  

46.29.1 10 Failure to deposit security-Suspen­
sions. In the event that any person required to deposit 
security under this chapter fails to deposit such security 
within ten days after the department has sent the notice 
as hereinbefore provided, the department shall thereup­
on suspend: 

( l )  The driver's license of each driver in any manner 
involved in the accident; 

(2) The driver's license of the owner of each vehicle 
of a type subject to registration under the laws of this 
state involved in such accident; 

(3) If the driver or owner is a nonresident, the privi­
lege of operating within this state a vehicle of a type 
subject to registration under the laws of this state; 

Such suspensions shall be made in respect to persons 
required by the department to deposit security who fail 
to deposit such security except as otherwise provided 
under succeeding sections of this chapter. ( 1967 c 32 § 
37; 1963 c 1 69 § 1 1 .] 

46.29.1 20 Release from liability. ( 1 )  A person shall 
be relieved from the requirement for deposit of security 
for the benefit or protection of another person injured 
or damaged in the accident in the event he is released 
from liability by such other person. 

(2) In the event the department has evaluated the in­
juries or damage to any minor the department may ac­
cept, for the purposes of this chapter only, evidence of a 
release from liability executed by a natural guardian or 
a legal guardian on behalf of such minor without the 
approval of any court or j udge. [ 1965 c 1 24 § 2 ;  1 963 c 
1 69 § 1 2.] 

46.29.130 Adjudication of nonliability. A person shall 
be relieved from the requirement for deposit of security 
in respect to a claim for injury or damage arising out of 
the accident in the event such person has been finally 
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adjudicated not to be liable in respect to such claim. 
[ 1 963 c 169 § 1 3 .] 

46.29.140 Agreements for payment of damages. ( l) 
Any two or more of the persons involved in or affected 
by an accident as described in RCW 46.29.060 may at 
any time enter into a written agreement for the pay­
ment of an agreed amount with respect to all claims of 
any of such persons because of bodily injury to or 
death or property damage arising from such accident, 
which agreement may provide for payment in install­
ments, and may file a signed copy thereof with the 
department. 

(2) The department, to the extent provided by any 
such written agreement filed with it, shall not require 
the deposit of security and shall terminate any prior or­
der of suspension, or, if security has previously been 
deposited, the department shall immediately return such 
security to the depositor or his personal representative. 

(3) In the event of a default in any payment under 
such agreement and upon notice of such default the de­
partment shall take action suspending the license of 
such person in default as would be appropriate in the 
event of failure of such person to deposit security when 
required under this chapter. 

(4) Such suspension shall remain in effect and such 
license shall not be restored unless and until : 

(a) Security is deposited as required under this chap­
ter in such amount as the department may then 
determine, 

(b) When, following any such default and suspension, 
the person in default has paid the balance of the agreed 
amount, or 

(c) One year has elapsed following the effective date 
of such suspension and evidence satisfactory to the de­
partment has been filed with it that during such period 
no action at law upon such agreement has been insti­
tuted and is pending. [ 1 963 c 169 § 14.] 

46.29.1 50 Payment upon judgment. The payment of 
a judgment arising out of an accident or the payment 
upon such judgment of an amount equal to the maxi­
mum amount which could be required for deposit under 
this chapter shall, for the purposes of this chapter, re­
lease the judgment debtor from the liability evidenced 
by such j udgment. '[ 1 963 c 1 69 § 1 5.] 

46.29.160 Termination of security requirement The 
department, if satisfied as to the existence of any fact 
which under RCW 46.29. 1 20, 46.29. 1 30, 46.29. 140 or 
46.29. 150 would entitle a person to be relieved from the 
security requirements of this chapter, shall not require 
the deposit of security by the person so relieved from 
such requirement, or if security has previously been de­
posited by such person, the department shall immedi­
ately return such deposit to such person or to his 
personal representative. [ 1963 c 169 § 16.] 

46.29.170 Duration of suspension. Unless a suspen­
sion is terminated under other provisions of this chap­
ter, any order of suspension by the department under 
this chapter shall remain in effect and no license shall 
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be renewed for or issued to any person whose license is 
so suspended until 

( 1 )  Such person shall deposit or there shall be depos­
ited on his behalf the security required under this chap­
ter, or 

(2) One year shall have elapsed following the date of 
such suspension and evidence satisfactory to the de­
partment has been filed with it that during such period 
no action for damages arising out of the accident re­
sulting in such suspension has been instituted. 

An affidavit of the applicant that no action at law for 
damages arising out of the accident has been filed 
against him or, if filed, that it is not still pending shall 
be prima facie evidence of that fact. The department 
may take whatever steps are necessary to verify the 
statement set forth in any said affidavit. [ 1 963 c 169 § 
1 7. ]  

46.29.180 Application to nonresidents, unlicensed 
drivers, unregistered vehicles and accidents in other 
states. ( 1 )  In case the driver or the owner of a vehicle of 
a type subject to registration under the laws of this state 
involved in an accident within this state has no driver's 
license in this state, then such driver shall not be al­
lowed a driver's license until he has complied with the 
requirements of this chapter to the same extent that 
would be necessary if, at the time of the accident, he 
had held a license or been the owner of a vehicle regis­
tered in this state. 

(2) When a nonresident's driving privilege is sus­
pended pursuant to RCW 46.29. 1 10, the department 
shall transmit a certified copy of the record or abstract 
of such action to the official in charge of the issuance of 
licenses and registration certificates in the state in which 
such nonresident resides, if the law of such other state 
provided for action in relation thereto similar to that 
provided for in subsection (3) of this section. 

(3) Upon receipt of such certification that the driving 
privilege of a resident of this state has been suspended 
or revoked in any such other state pursuant to a law 
providing for its suspension or revocation for failure to 
deposit security for the payment of j udgments arising 
out of a motor vehicle accident, under circumstances 
which would require the department to suspend a non­
resident's driving privilege had the accident occurred in 
this state, the department shall suspend the license of 
such resident. Such suspension shall continue until such 
resident furnishes evidence of his compliance with the 
law of such other state relating to the deposit of such 
security. [ 1 967 c 32 § 38;  1 963 c 169 § 1 8.] 

46.29.190 Authority of department to decrease 
amount of security. The department may reduce the 
amount of security ordered in any case if in its judg­
ment the amount ordered is excessive. In case the secu­
rity originally ordered has been deposited, the excess 
deposit over the reduced amount ordered shall be re­
turned to the depositor or his personal representative 
forthwith. [ 1 965 c 124 § 3 ;  1 963 c 169 § 1 9. ]  
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46.29.200 Correction of action by department. 
Whenever the department has taken any action or has 
failed to take any action under this chapter by reason 
of having received erroneous information, then upon 
receiving correct information within three years after 
the date of an accident the department shall take ap­
propriate action to carry out the purposes and effect of 
this chapter. The foregoing, however, shall not be 
deemed to require the department to reevaluate the 
amount of any deposit required under this chapter. 
[ 1 967 c 6 1  § 1 ;  1 965 c 124 § 4; 1 963 c 1 69 § 20.) 

46.29.210 Custody of security. The department shall 
place any security deposited with it under this chapter 
in the custody of the state treasurer. [ 1 963 c 1 69 § 2 1 .] 

46.29.220 Disposition of security. ( I )  Such security 
shall be applicable and available only 

(a) For the payment of any settlement agreement 
covering any claim arising out of the accident upon in­
struction of the person who made the deposit, or 

(b) For the payment of a judgment or judgments, 
rendered against the person required to make the de­
posit, for damages arising out of the accident in an ac­
tion at law begun not later than one year after the 
deposit of such security, or within one year after the 
date of deposit of any security following failure to make 
payments under an agreement to pay. 

(2) Every distribution of funds from the security de­
posits shall be subject to the limits of the department's 
evaluation on behalf of a claimant. [ 1 963 c 169 § 22.] 

46.29.230 Return of deposit. Upon the expiration of 
one year from the date of any deposit of security any 
security remaining on deposit shall be returned to the 
person who made such deposit or to his personal repre­
sentative if an affidavit or other evidence satisfactory to 
the department has been filed with it: 

( 1 )  That no action for damages arising out of the ac­
cident for which deposit was made is pending against 
any person on whose behalf the deposit was made, and 

(2) That there does not exist any unpaid judgment 
rendered against any such person in such an action. 

The foregoing provisions of this section shall not be 
construed to limit the return of any deposit of security 
under any other provision of this chapter authorizing 
such return. [ 1 963 c 1 69 § 23.) 

46.29.240 Matters not to be evidence in civil suits. 
The report required following an accident, the action 
taken by the department pursuant to this chapter, the 
findings, if any, of the department upon which such ac­
tion is based, and the security filed as provided in this 
chapter, shall not be referred to in any way, and shall 
not be any evidence of the negligence or due care of ei­
ther party, at the trial of any action at law to recover 
damages. [ 1 963 c 169 § 24.] 

PROOF OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
THE FUTURE 

46.29.250 Application of sections requiring deposit of 
proof of financial responsibility for the future. The provi­
sions of this chapter requiring the deposit of proof of 
financial responsibility for the future, subject to certain 
exemptions, shall apply with respect to persons who 
have been convicted of or forfeited bail for certain of­
fenses under motor vehicle laws, or who have failed to 
pay judgments upon causes of action arising out of 
ownership, maintenance or use of vehicles of a type 
subject to registration under the laws of this state, or 
who having driven or owned a vehicle involved in an 
accident are required to deposit security under the pro­
visions of RCW 46.29.070. [ 1 963 c 169 § 25.] 

46.29.260 Meaning of "proof of financial responsibil­
ity for the future".  The term "proof of financial respon­
sibility for the future" as used in this chapter shall 
mean: Proof of ability to respond in damages for liabil­
ity, on account of accidents occurring subsequent to the 
effective date of said proof, arising out of the owner­
ship, maintenance or use of a vehicle of a type subject 
to registration under the laws of this state, in the 
amount of fifteen thousand dollars because of bodily 
injury to or death of one person in any one accident, 
and, subject to said limit for one person, in the amount 
of thirty thousand dollars because of bodily injury to or 
death of two or more persons in any one accident, and 
in the amount of five thousand dollars because of injury 
to or destruction of property of others in any one acci­
dent. Wherever used in this chapter the terms "proof of 
financial responsibility" or "proof' shall be synony­
mous with the term "proof of financial responsibility for 
the future". [ 1967 ex.s. c 3 § 2 ;  1963 c 169 § 26.] 

Effective date--1967 ex.s. c 3: See note following RCW 46.29.090. 

46.29.270 Meaning of "judgment" and "state". The 
following words and phrases when used in this chapter 
shall, for the purpose of this chapter, have the meanings 
respectively ascribed to them in this section. 

( I )  The term "judgment" shall mean: Any judgment 
which shall have become final by expiration without 
appeal of the time within which an appeal might have 
been perfected, or by final affirmation on appeal, rend­
ered by a court of competent jurisdiction of any state or 
of the United States, upon a cause of action arising out 
of the ownership, maintenance or use of any vehicle of 
a type subject to registration under the laws of this 
state, for damages, including damages for care and loss 
of services, because of bodily injury to or death of any 
person, or for damages because of injury to or destruc­
tion of property, including the loss of use thereof, or 
upon a cause of action on an agreement of settlement 
for such damages. 

(2) The term "state" shall mean: Any state, territory, 
or possession of the U nited States, the District of 
Columbia, or any province of the Dominion of Canada. 
[ 1963 c 169 § 27.] 
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46.29.280 Suspension continues until proof furnished. 
Whenever, under any law of this state, the license of 
any person is suspended or revoked by reason of a 
conviction or a forfeiture of bail, the suspension or re­
vocation hereinbefore required shall remain in effect 
and the department shall not issue to such person any 
new or renewal of license until permitted under the 
motor vehicle laws of this state, and not then unless and 
until such person shall give and thereafter maintain 
proof of financial responsibility for the future. [ 1963 c 
169 § 28.) 

46.29.290 Action in respect to unlicensed person. If a 
person has no license, but by final order or judgment is 
convicted of or forfeits any bail or collateral deposited 
to secure an appearance for trial for any offense requir­
ing the suspension or revocation of license, no license 
shall be thereafter issued to such person unless he shall 
give and thereafter maintain proof of financial respon­
sibility for the future. [ 1 965 c 124 § 5; 1 963 c 169 § 29.) 

46.29.300 Action in respect to nonresidents. When­
ever the department suspends or revokes a nonresi­
dent's driving privilege by reason of a conviction or 
forfeiture of bail, such privilege shall remain so sus­
pended or revoked unless such person shall have previ­
ously given or shall immediately give and thereafter 
maintain proof of financial responsibility for the future. 
[ 1 967 c 32 § 39; 1963 c 169 § 30.] 

46.29.31 0  When courts to report nonpayment of 
judgments. Whenever any person fails within thirty days 
to satisfy any judgment, then it shall be the duty of the 
clerk of the court, or of the judge of a court which has 
no clerk, in which any such judgment is rendered within 
this state to forward immediately to the department the 
following: 

( 1 )  A certified copy or abstract of such judgment; 
(2) A certificate of facts relative to such judgment;  
(3) Where the judgment is by default, a certified copy 

or abstract of that portion of the record which indicates 
the manner in which service of summons was effectuat­
ed and all the measures taken to provide the defendant 
with timely and actual notice of the suit against him. 
[ 1 969 ex.s. c 44 § 1 ; 1 963 c 169 § 3 1 .] 

46.29.320 Further action with respect to nonresi­
dents. If the defendant named in any certified copy or 
abstract of a j udgment reported to the department is a 
nonresident, the department shall transmit those certifi­
cates furnished to it under RCW 46.29.3 1 0  to the offi­
cial in charge of the issuance of licenses and 
registrations of the state of which the defendant is a 
resident. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 44 § 2; 1 963 c 169 § 32.] 

46.29.330 Suspension for nonpayment of judg­
ments--Hearing after default judgment. The depart­
ment upon receipt of the certificates provided for by 
RCW 46.29.3 1 0, on a form provided by the department, 
shall forthwith suspend the license and any nonresi­
dent's driving privilege of any person against whom 
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such judgment was rendered, except as hereinafter oth­
erwise provided in this section or in other sections of 
this chapter. 

When the certificates transmitted to the department 
under RCW 46.29.3 1 0  indicate that a default judgment 
has been entered against the defendant but do not indi­
cate clearly that service of summons was on the person 
of the defendant, then the department shall promptly 
notify the defendant by first class mail addressed to the 
address in the department's records under RCW 46.20.. 
.205 (if a nonresident, then to the comparable record in 
his home state) that within twenty-five days of the 
mailing date, which shall be indicated on the notice, he 
may request a hearing on the question of the suspension 
of his license or nonresident driving privilege. If the de­
fendant does not make a timely request for a hearing, 
then the suspension shall be forthwith executed. Should 
a hearing be timely requested, then the department shall 
convene a hearing in conformity with chapter 34.04 
RCW, as now law or hereafter amended. The defend­
ant's license or nonresident driving privilege shall not 
be suspended if at such hearing he overcomes the fol­
lowing presumptions: 

(a) That he received actual and timely notice of the 
suit against him. 

(b) That he would have received actual and timely 
notice had he conformed to the provisions of RCW 
46.20.205. 

(c) That he would have received actual and timely 
notice had he not thwarted the attempt or attempts to 
so notify him. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 44 § 3 ;  1 967 c 32 § 40; 1963 
c 169 § 33.) 

46.29.340 Exception in relation to government vehi­
cles. The provisions of RCW 46.29.330 shall not apply 
with respect to any such judgment arising out of an ac­
cident caused by the ownership or operation, with per­
mission, of a vehicle owned or leased to the United 
States, this state or any political subdivision of this state 
or a municipality thereof. [ 1963 c 1 69 § 34.] 

46.29.350 Exception when consent granted by judg­
ment creditor. If the judgment creditor consents in writ­
ing, in such form as the department may prescribe, that 
the judgment debtor be allowed a license or nonresi­
dent's driving privilege, the same may be allowed by the 
department, in its discretion, for six months from the 
date of such consent and thereafter until such consent is 
revoked in writing, notwithstanding default in the pay­
ment of such j udgment, or of any installments thereof 
prescribed in RCW 46.29.400, provided the judgment 
debtor furnishes proof of financial responsibility. [ 1 967 
c 32 § 41 ; 1 963 c 1 69 § 35.] 

46.29.360 Exception when insurer liable. No license 
or nonresident's driving privilege of any person shall be 
suspended under the provisions of this chapter if the 
department shall find that an insurer was obligated to 
pay the judgment upon which suspension is based, at 
least to the ,extent and for the amounts required in this 
chapter, but has not paid such judgment for any reason. 
A finding by the department that an insurer is obligated 
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to pay a judgment shall not be binding upon such in­
surer and shall have no legal effect whatever except for 
the purpose of administering this section. If the depart­
ment finds that no insurer is obligated to pay such a 
judgment, the judgment debtor may file with the de­
partment a written notice of his intention to contest 
such finding by an action in the superior court. In such 
a case the license or the nonresident's driving privilege 
of such judgment debtor shall not be suspended by the 
department under the provisions of this chapter for 
thirty days from the receipt of such notice nor during 
the pendency of any judicial proceedings brought in 
good faith to determine the liability of an insurer so 
long as the proceedings are being diligently prosecuted 
to final judgment by such judgment debtor. Whenever 
in any judicial proceedings it shall be determined by 
any final judgment, decree or order that an insurer is 
not obligated to pay any such judgment, the depart­
ment, notwithstanding any contrary finding theretofore 
made by it, shall forthwith suspend the license and any 
nonresident's driving privilege of any person against 
whom such judgment was rendered, as provided in 
RCW 46.29.330. [ 1 967 c 32 § 42; 1 963 c 1 69 § 36.] 

46.29.370 Suspension to continue until judgments 
paid and proof given. Such license and nonresident's 
driving privilege shall remain so suspended and shall 
not be renewed, nor shall any such license be thereafter 
issued in the name of such person, including any such 
person not previously licensed, unless and until every 
such judgment is stayed, satisfied in full or to the extent 
hereinafter provided and until the said person gives 
proof of fimincial responsibility subject to the exemp­
tions stated in RCW 46.29.350, 46.29.360 and 46.29.400. 
[ 1967 c 32 § 43 ; 1 963 c 169 § 37.] 

46.29.380 Discharge in bankruptcy. A discharge in 
bankruptcy following the rendering of any such judg­
ment or a judgment of dismissal of a civil action based 
upon a discharge in bankruptcy shall not relieve the 
judgment debtor from any of the requirements of this 
chapter. [ 1963 c 169 § 38.] 

46.29.390 Payments sufficient to satisfy requirements. 
( 1 )  Judgments herein referred to shall, for the purpose 
of this chapter only, be deemed satisfied: 

(a) When fifteen thousand dollars has been credited 
upon any judgment or judgments rendered in excess of 
that amount because of bodily injury to or death of one 
person as the result of any one accident; or 

(b) When, subject to such limit of ten thousand dol­
lars because of bodily injury to or death of one person, 
the sum of thirty thousand dollars has been credited 
upon any judgment or judgments rendered in excess of 
that amount because of bodily injury to or death of two 
or more persons as the result of any one accident; or 

(c) When five thousand dollars has been credited 
upon any judgment or judgments rendered in excess of 
that amount because of injury to or destruction of 
property of others as a result of any one accident; 

(2) Provided, however, payments made in settlements 
of any claims because of bodily injury, death or prop­
erty damage arising from such accident shall be credit­
ed in reduction of the amounts provided for in this 
section. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 3 § 3 ;  1 963 c 1 69 § 39.] 

Effective date--1967 ex.s. c 3: See note following RCW 46.29.090. 

46.29.400 Installment payment of judgments--De­
fault. ( 1 )  A judgment debtor upon due notice to the 
judgment creditor may apply to the court in which such 
judgment was rendered for the privilege of paying such 
judgment in installments and the court, in its discretion 
and without prejudice to any other legal remedies which 
the judgment creditor may have, may so order and fix 
the amounts and times of payment of the installments. 

(2) The department shall not suspend a license or 
nonresident's driving privilege, and shall restore any li­
cense or nonresident's driving privilege suspended fol­
lowing nonpayment of a judgment, when the judgment 
debtor gives proof of financial responsibility and obtain 
such an order permitting the payment of such judgment 
in installments, and while the payment of any said in­
stallments is not in default. [ 1 967 c 32 § 44; 1 963 c 1 69 
§ 40.] 

46.29.410 Action if breach of agreement. In the event 
the judgment debtor fails to pay any installment as 
specified by such order, then upon notice of such de­
fault, the department shall forthwith suspend the license 
or nonresident's driving privilege of the judgment debt­
or until such judgment is satisfied, as provided in this 
chapter. [ 1 967 c 32 § 45 ; 1 963 c 1 69 § 4 1 .] 

46.29.420 Proof required in addition to deposit of se­
curity after accident. Any person required to deposit se­
curity under RCW 46.29.070, for the benefit or 
protection of another person injured or damaged in an 
accident, shall in addition be required to give proof of 
financial responsibility for the future. The department 
shall give written notice of such additional requirement 
to every such person at the time and in the manner 
provided in RCW 46.29.070 for giving notice of the re­
quirement for security. [ 1 963 c 1 69 § 42.] 

46.29.430 Proof required in addition to deposit of se­
curity after ·accident--Suspension or revocation for 
failure to give proof. In the event that any person re­
quired to give proof of financial responsibility under 
RCW 46.29.420 fails to give such proof within ten days 
after the department has sent notice as hereinbefore 
provided, the department shall suspend, or continue in 
effect any existing suspension or revocation of, the li­
cense or any nonresident's driving privilege of such 
person. [ 1967 c 32 § 46; 1 963 c 1 69 § 43.] 

46.29.440 Proof required in addition to deposit of se­
curity after accident-Suspension to continue until 
proof given and maintained. Such license or nonresi­
dent's driving privilege shall remain so suspended and 
shall not be renewed, nor shall any such license be 
thereafter issued in the name of such person, including 
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a
_
ny such person not previously licensed, unless and un­

ttl such person shall give and thereafter maintain proof 
of financial responsibility for the future. The furnishing 
of such proof shall permit such person to operate only a 
motor vehicle covered by such proof. The department 
shall endorse appropriate restrictions on the license held 
by such person or may issue a new license containing 
such restrictions. [ 1 967 c 32 § 47; 1 965 c 1 24 § 6; 1 963 c 
1 69 § 44.] 

46.29.450 Alternate methods of giving proof. Proof of 
financial responsibility when required under this chap­
ter, with respect to such a vehicle or with respect to a 
person who is not the owner of such a vehicle, may be 
given by filing: 

( 1 )  A certificate of insurance as provided in RCW 
46.29.460 or 46.29.470; 

(2) A bond as provided in RCW 46.29.520; 
(3) A certificate of deposit of money or securities as 

provided in RCW 46.29.550; or 
( 4) A certificate of self-insurance, as provided in 

RCW 46.29.630, supplemented by an agreement by the 
self-insurer that, with respect to accidents occurring 
while the certificate is in force, he will pay the same 
amounts that an insurer would have been obliged to 
pay under an owner's motor vehicle liability policy if it 
had issued such a policy to said self-insurer. [ 1 963 c 1 69 
§ 45.] 

46.29.460 Certificate of insurance as proof. Proof of 
financial responsibility for the future may be furnished 
by filing with the department the written certificate of 
any insurance carrier duly authorized to do business in 
this state certifying that there is in effect a motor vehi­
cle liability policy for the benefit of the person required 
to furnish proof of financial responsibility. Such certifi­
cate shall give the efi:ective date of such motor vehicle 
liability policy, which date shall be the same as the ef­
fective date of the certificate, and shall designate by ex­
plicit description or by appropriate refer·ence all 
vehicles covered thereby, unless the policy is issued to a 
person who is not the owner of a motor vehicle. [ 1963 c 
1 69 § 46.] 

46.29.470 Certificate furnished by nonresident as 
proof. A nonresident may give proof of financial re­
sponsibility by filing with the department a written cer­
tificate or certificates of an insurance carrier authorized 
to transact business in the state in which the vehicle, or 
vehicles, owned by such nonresident is registered, or in 
the state in which such nonresident resides, if he does 
not own a vehicle, provided such certificate otherwise 
conforms with the provisions of this chapter, and the 
department shall accept the same upon condition that 
said insurance carrier complies with the following pro­
visions with respect to the policies so certified: 

( 1) Said insurance carrier shall execute a power of at­
torney authorizing the director tQ, accept service on its 
behalf of notice or process in any action arising out of a 
motor vehicle accident in this state ; 

(2) Said insurance carrier shall agree in writing that 
such policies shall be deemed to conform with the laws 

flitle 46----p 661 

of this state relating to the terms of motor vehicle lia­
bility policies issued therein. [ 1963 c 1 69 § 47.) 

46.29.480 Default by nonresident insurer. If any in­
surance carrier not authorized to transact business in 
this state, which has qualified to furnish proof of finan­
cial responsibility, defaults in any said undertakings or 
agreements, the department shall not thereafter accept 
as proof any certificate of said carrier whether thereto­
fore filed or thereafter tendered as proof, so long as 
such default continues. [ 1 963 c 1 69 § 48.) 

46.29.490 "Motor-vehicle liability policy" defined. 
( I )  Certification. A "motor vehicle liability policy" as 
said term is used in this chapter shall mean an "owner's 
policy" or an ' 'operator's policy' '  of liability insurance, 
certified as provided in RCW 46.29.460 or 46.29.470 as 
proof of financial responsibility for the future, and is­
sued, except as otherwise provided in RCW 46.29.470, 
by an insurance carrier duly authorized to transact 
business in this state, to or for the benefit of the person 
named therein as insured. 

(2) Owner's policy. Such owner's policy of liability 
insurance : 

(a) Shall designate by explicit description or by ap­
propriate reference all vehicles with respect to which 
coverage is thereby to be granted; and 

(b) Shall insure the person named therein and any 
other person, as insured, using any such vehicle or ve­
hicles with the express or implied permission of such 
named insured, against loss from the liability imposed 
by law for damages arising out of the ownership, main­
tenance or use of such vehicle or vehicles within the 
United States of America or the Dominion of Canada, 
subject to limits exclusive of interest and costs, with re­
spect to each such vehicle as follows: Fifteen thousand 
dollars because of bodily inj ury to or death of one per­
son in any one accident and, subject to said limit for 
one person, thirty thousand dollars because of bodily 
injury to or death of two or more persons in any one 
accident, and five thousand dollars because of injury to 
or destruction of property of others in any one accident. 

(3) Operator' s  policy. Such operator's policy of liabil­
ity insurance shall insure the person named as insured 
therein against loss from the liability imposed upon him 
by law for damages arising out of the use by him of any 
motor vehicle not owned by him, within the same terri­
torial limits and subject to the same limits of liability as 
are set forth above with respect to an owner's policy of 
liability insurance. 

(4) Required statements in policies. Such motor vehi­
cle liability policy shall state the name and address of 
the named insured, the coverage afforded by the policy, 
the premium charged therefor, the policy period and the 
limits of liability, and shall contain an agreement or be 
endorsed that insurance is provided thereunder in ac­
cordance with the coverage defined in this chapter as 
respects bodily injury and death or property damage, or 
both, and is subject to all the provisions of this chapter. 

(5) Policy need not insure workmen's compensation, 
etc. Such motor vehicle liability policy need not insure 
any liability under any workmen's compensation law 
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nor any liability on account of bodily injury or death of 
an employee of the insured while engaged in the em­
ployment, other than domestic, of the insured, or while 
engaged in the operation, maintenance or repair of any 
such vehicle nor any liability for damage to property 
owned by, rented to, in charge of or transported by the 
insured. 

(6) Provisions incorporated in policy. Every motor 
vehicle liability policy shall be subject to the following 
provisions which need not be contained therein : 

(a) The liability of the insurance carrier with respect 
to the insurance required by this chapter shall become 
absolute whenever injury or damage covered by said 
motor vehicle liability policy occurs; said policy may 
not be canceled or annulled as to such liability by any 
agreement between the insurance carrier and the in­
sured after the occurrence of the injury or damage; no 
statement made by the insured or on his behalf and no 
violation of said policy shall defeat or void said policy. 

(b) The satisfaction by the insured of a judgment for 
such injury or damage shall not be a condition 
precedent to the right or duty of the insurance carrier to 
make payment on account of such injury or damage. 

(c) The insurance carrier shall have the right to settle 
any claim covered by the policy, and if such settlement 
is made in good faith, the amount thereof shall be de­
ductible from the limits of liability specified in subdivi­
sion (b) of subsection (2) of this section. 

(d) The policy, the written application therefor, if 
any, and any rider or endorsement which does not con­
flict with the provisions of this chapter shall constitute 
the entire contract between the parties. 

(7) Excess .or additional coverage. Any policy which 
grants the coverage required for a motor vehicle liabili­
ty pol�cy may_ also grant any lawful coverage in excess 
of or m addttton to the coverage specified for a motor 
vehicle liability policy and such excess or additional 
coverage shall not be subject to the provisions of this 
chapter. Wi_t� respect to a policy which grants such ex­
cess or addttional coverage the term "motor vehicle lia­
bility policy" shall apply only to that part of the 
coverage which is required by this section. 

{�) Re�m�l!-rseme�t provision permitted. Any motor 
vehtcle habthty pobcy may provide that the insured 
shal� reimburse th� insurance carrier for any payment 
the msurance earner would not have been obligated to 
make under the terms of the policy except for the pro­
visions of this chapter. 

. 
(9) �ro:�tion o� insurance permitted. Any motor ve­

htcl� liability pohcy may provide for the prorating of 
the msurance thereunder with other valid and collect­
ible insurance. 

{ 10) Multiple policies. The requirements for a motor 
vehicle liabilit:y policy may be fulfilled by the policies of 
one or more msurance carrier which policies together 
meet such requirements. 

( I I )  Binders. Any binder issued pending the issuance 
of a motor vehicle liability policy shall be deemed to 
fulfill the requirements for such a policy. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 3 
§ 4 ;  1 963 c 1 69 § 49.] 

Effective date--1967 ex.s. c 3: See note following RCW 46.29.090. 

46.29.500 Notice of cancellation or termination of 
certified policy. When an insurance carrier has certified 
a motor vehicle liability policy under RCW 46.29.460 or 
46.29.470 the insurance so certified shall not be can­
celed or terminated until at least ten days after a notice 
of cancellation or termination of the insurance so certi­
fied shall be filed in the department, except that such a 
policy subsequently procured and certified shall, on the 
effective date of its certification, terminate the insurance 
previously certified with respect to any vehicle desig­
nated in both certificates. [ 1963 c 1 69 § 50.J 

46.29.510 Chapter not to affect other policies. ( I )  
This chapter shall not be held to apply to or affect po­
licies of automobile insurance against liability which 
may now or hereafter be required by any other law of 
this state, and such policies, if they contain an agree­
ment or are endorsed to conform with the requirements 
of this chapter, may be certified as proof of financial 
responsibility under this chapter. 

(2) This chapter shall not be held to apply to or affect 
policies insuring solely the insured named in the policy 
against liability resulting from the maintenance or use 
by persons in the insured's employ or on his behalf of 
vehicles not owned by the insured. [ 1 963 c 1 69 § 5 1 .] 

46.29.520 Bond as proof. Proof of financial responsi­
bility may be evidenced by the bond of a surety com­
pany duly authorized to transact business within this 
state, or a bond with at least two individual sureties 
each owning real estate within this state, and together 
having equities equal in value to at least twice the 
amount of the bond, which real estate shall be sched­
uled in the bond approved by a judge of the superior 
court, which said bond shall be conditioned for pay­
ment of the amounts specified in RCW 46.29.260. Such 
bond shall be filed with the department and shall not be 
cancellable except after ten days written notice to the 
department. [ 1 963 c 1 69 § 52.] 

46.29.530 When bond shall constitute a lien. Before a 
bond with individual sureties is accepted by the depart­
ment it shall be recorded as other instruments affecting 
real property in the county or counties wherein any real 
estate scheduled in such bond is located. Such bond 
shall constitute a lien from the date of such recording in 
favor of the state upon the real estate so scheduled of 
any surety, which lien shall exist in favor of any holder 
of a final judgment against the person who has filed 
such bond, for damages, including damages for care 
and loss of services, because of bodily injury to or death 
of any person, or for damage because of injury to or 
destruction of property, including the loss of use there­
of, resulting from the ownership, maintenance, use or 
operation of a vehicle of a type subject to registration 
under the laws of this state after such bond was filed. 
[ 1 963 c 1 69 § 53.] 

46.29.540 Action on bond. If a judgment, rendered 
against the principal on any bond described in RCW 
46.29.520, shall not be satisfied within thirty days after 
it has become final, the judgment creditor may, for his 
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own use and benefit and at his sole expense, bring an 
action or actions in the name of the state against the 
company or persons executing such bond, including an 
action or proceeding to foreclose any lien that may exist 
upon the real estate of a person who has executed such 
bond. Such an action to foreclose a lien shall be prose­
cuted in the same manner as an action to foreclose a 
mortgage on real estate. [ 1 963 c 169 § 54.] 

46.29.550 Money or securities as proof. Proof of fi­
nancial responsibility may be evidenced by the certifi­
cate of the state treasurer that the person named therein 
has deposited with him thirty-five thousand dollars in 
cash, or securities such as may legally be purchased by 
savings banks or for trust funds of a market value of 
thirty-five thousand dollars. The state treasurer shall 
not accept any such deposit and issue a certificate 
therefor and the department shall not accept such cer­
tificate unless accompanied by evidence that there are 
no unsatisfied judgments of any character against the 
depositor in the county where the depositor resides. 
[ 1 967 ex.s. c 3 § 5; 1 963 c 1 69 § 55.] 

Effective date--1967 ex.s. c 3: See note following RCW 46.29.090. 

46.29.560 Application of deposit. Such deposit shall 
be held by the state treasurer to satisfy, in accordance 
with the provisions of this chapter, any execution on a 
judgment issued against such person making the depos­
it, for damages, including damages for care and loss of 
services, because of bodily injury to or death of any 
person, or for damages because of injury to or destruc­
tion of property, including the loss of use thereof, re­
sulting from the ownership, maintenance, use or 
operation of a vehicle of a type subject to registration 
under the laws of this state after such deposit was 
made. Money or securities so deposited shall not be 
subject to attachment or execution unless such attach­
ment or execution shall arise out of a suit for damages 
as aforesaid. Any interest or other income accruing to 
such money or securities, so deposited, shall be paid by 
the state treasurer to the depositor, or his order, as re­
ceived. [ 1 963 c 169 § 56.] 

46.29.570 Owner may give proof for others. The 
owner of a motor vehicle may give proof of financial 
responsibility on behalf of his employee or a member of 
his immediate family or household in lieu of the fur­
nishing of proof by any said person. The furnishing of 
such proof shall permit such person to operate only a 
motor vehicle covered by such proof. The department 
shall endorse appropriate restrictions on the license held 
by such person, or may issue a new license containing 
such restrictions. [ 1 963 c 169 § 57.] 

46.29.580 Substitution of proof. The department 
shall consent to the cancellation of any bond or certifi­
cate of insurance or the department shall direct and the 
state treasurer shall return any money or securities to 
the person entitled thereto upon the substitution and 
acceptance of other adequate proof of financial respon­
sibility pursuant to this chapter. [ 1 963 c 169 § 58.] 
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46.29.590 Other proof may be required. Whenever 
any proof of financial responsibility filed under the 
provisions of this chapter no longer fulfills the purposes 
for which required, the department shall, for the pur­
pose of this chapter, require other proof as required by 
this chapter and shall suspend the license and registra­
tion pending the filing of such other proof. [ 1963 c 169 
§ 59.] 

46.29.600 Duration of proof--When proof may be 
canceled or returned. ( 1 )  The department shall upon re­
quest consent to the immediate cancellation of any 
bond or certificate of insurance, or the department shall 
direct and the state treasurer shall return to the person 
entitled thereto any money or securities deposited pur­
suant to this chapter as proof of financial responsibility, 
or the department shall waive the requirement of filing 
proof, in any of the following events: 

(a) At any time after three years from the date such 
proof was required when, during the three-year period 
preceding the request, the department has not received 
record of a conviction or a forfeiture of bail which 
would require or permit the suspension or revocation of 
the license of the person by or for whom such proof 
was furnished; or 

(b) In the event of the death of the person on whose 
behalf such proof was filed or the permanent incapacity 
of such person to operate a motor vehicle; or 

(c) In the event the person who has given proof sur­
renders his license to the department; 

(2) Provided, however, that the department shall not 
consent to the cancellation of any bond or the return of 
any money or securities in the event any action for 
damages upon a liability covered by such proof is then 
pending or any judgment upon any such liability is then 
unsatisfied, or in the event the person who has filed 
such bond or deposited such money or securities has 
within one year immediately preceding such request 
been involved as a driver or owner in any motor vehicle 
accident resulting in injury or damage to the person or 
property of others. An affidavit of the applicant as to 
the nonexistence of such facts, or that he has been re­
leased from all of his liability, or has been finally adju­
dicated not to be liable, for such injury or damage, shall 
be sufficient evidence thereof in the absence of evidence 
to the contrary in the records of the department. 

(3) Whenever any person whose proof has been can­
celed or returned under subdivision ( l )(c) of this section 
applies for a license within a period of three years from 
the date proof was originally required, any such appli­
cation shall be refused unless the applicant shall rees­
tablish such proof for the remainder of such three-year 
period. [ 1 963 c 1 69 § 60.] 

VIOLATIONS OF THIS CHAPTER 

46.29.610 Surrender of license and registration-­
Penalty. ( 1) Any person whose license shall have been 
suspended under any provision of this chapter, or 
whose policy of insurance or bond, when required un­
der this chapter, shall have been canceled or termina­
ted, shall immediately return his license to the 
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department. I f  any person shall fail to return to the de­
partment the license as provided herein, the department 
shall forthwith direct any peace officer to secure posses­
sion thereof and to return the same to the department. 

(2) Any person wilfully failing to return license as re­
quired in paragraph ( I )  of this section shall be guilty of 
a misdemeanor. [ 1 963 c 1 69 § 6 1 .] 

46.29.620 Forged proof--Penalty. Any person who 
shall forge, or, without authority, sign any evidence of 
proof of financial responsibility for the future, or who 
files or offers for filing any such evidence of proof 
knowing or having reason to believe that it is forged or 
signed without authority, shall be guilty of a gross mis­
demeanor. [ 1 963 c 169 § 62.) 

46.29.625 Driving when license suspended or revoked 
until proof of ability to respond in damages fur­
nished--Penalty. Any person whose driver's license or 
other privilege to operate a motor vehicle has been sus­
pended or revoked and restoration thereof or issuance 
of a new license is contingent upon the furnishing of 
proof of ability to respond in damages and who in the 
absence of full authorization from the director, drives a 
motor vehicle upon any highway shall be punished by 
imprisonment for not less than ten days nor more than 
six months and there may be imposed in addition 
thereto a fine of not more than five hundred dollars. 
( 1969 ex.s. c 28 1 § 2 1 .] 

Revoked license not to be renewed or restored until proof of financial 
responsibility given: RCW 46.20.31 1. 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS RELATING TO 
FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 

46.29.630 Self-insurers. (I)  Any person in whose 
n�me more than twenty-five vehicles are registered in 
th1s state may qualify as a self-insurer by obtaining a 
certificate of self-insurance issued by the department as 
provided in subsection (2) of this section. 

(2� �e department may, i� its discretion, upon the 
apphcat10n of such a person, 1ssue a certificate of self­
insurance when it is satisfied that such person is pos­
sessed and will continue to be possessed of ability to 
ray judgment obtained against such person. Such cer­
tificate may be issued authorizing a person to act as a 
self-insurer for either property damage or bodily injury, 
or both. 

(3) Upon not less than five days' notice and a hearing 
pursuant to such notice, the department may upon rea­
sonable grounds cancel a certificate of self-insurance. 
Failu�e to pay any j udgment within thirty days after 
such JUdgment shall have become final shall constitute a 
reasonable ground for the cancellation of a certificate of 
self-insurance. [ 1 963 c 1 69 § 63.) 

46.29.640 Chapter not to prevent other process. 
Nothin� i� t�is chapte� shall be construed as preventing 
the plamtlff m any actlon at law from relying for relief 
upon the other processes provided by law. [ 1 963 c 169 § 
64.] 

46.29.900 Construction--1963 c 169. RCW 46.29-
.0 10 through 46.29.640 shall be codified as a single 
chapter of the Revised Code of Washington. RCW 46-
.29.0 10  through 46.29.050 shall be captioned ' 'ADMIN­
ISTRATION." RCW 46.29.060 through 46.29.240 shall 
be captioned " S ECURITY FOLLOWING ACCI­
DENT." RCW 46.29.250 through 46.29.600 shall be 
captioned "PROOF OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBIL­
ITY FOR THE FUTURE." RCW 46.29.6 10 through 
46.29.620 shall be captioned " VIOLATIONS OF THIS 
CHAPTER." RCW 46.29.630 through 46.29.640 shall 
be captioned "MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS RE­
LATING TO FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY." Such 
captions and subsection headings, as used in this chap­
ter, do not constitute any part of the law. [ 1 963 c 1 69 § 
67.] 

46.29.910 Severability--1963 c 169. If any provi­
sion of this chapter, or its application to any person or 
circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the chap­
ter, or the application of the provision to other persons 
or circumstances is not affected. [ 1963 c 1 69 § 68.] 

Reviser's note: Chapter 169, Laws of 1963 also amended RCW 46-
.52.130 and 46.52. 140. 

46.29.920 Repeals and saving. Sections 46.24.0 1 0  
through 46.24.9 10  and sections 46.28.0 10  through 46-
.28.200, chapter 1 2, Laws of 1 96 1  and RCW 46.24.0 10 
through 46.24.9 10  and RCW 46.28.01 0  through 46.28-
.200 are each repealed. 

Such repeals shall not be construed as affecting any 
existing right acquired under the statutes repealed, nor 
as affecting any proceeding instituted thereunder, nor 
any rule, regulation or order promulgated thereunder, 
nor any administrative action taken thereunder. [ 1 963 c 
1 69 § 69.) 
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VEHICLE INSPECfiON 

Inspection authorized-Stations--Duties of state 
patrol-Penalties. 
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Frequency of inspection-Inspection free. 
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4632.010 Inspection authorized-Stations--Du­
ties of state patrol--Penalties. The chief of the 
Washington state patrol is hereby empowered to consti­
tute, erect, operate and maintain, throughout the state 
of Washington, stations for the inspection of vehicle 
equipment, and to set a date, at a reasonable time sub­
sequent to the installation of such stations, when in­
spection of vehicles shall commence, and it shall be 
unlawful for any vehicle to be operated over the public 
highways of this state unless and until it has been ap­
proved periodically as to equipment. The chief of the 
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Washington state patrol shall establish periods of vehi­
cle equipment inspection. In the event of any such in­
spection, the same shall be in charge of a responsible 
employee of the chief of the Washington state patrol, 
who shall be duly authorized as a police officer and who 
shall have authority to secure and withhold, with writ­
ten notice to the director of motor vehicles, the certifi­
cate of license registration and license plates of any 
vehicle found to be defective in equipment so as to be 
unsafe or unfit to be operated upon the highways of this 
state, and it shall be unlawful for any person to operate 
such vehicle unless and until the same has been placed 
in a condition satisfactory to subsequent equipment in­
spection ; the police officer in charge of such vehicle 
equipment inspection station shall grant to the operator 
of such defective vehicle the privilege to move such ve­
hicle to a place for repair under such restrictions as 
may be reasonably necessary. 

In the event any insignia, sticker or other marker 
should be adopted to be displayed upon vehicles in 
connection with the inspection of vehicle equipment, 
the same shall be displayed as required by the rules and 
regulations of the chief of the Washington state patrol 
and it shall be a gross misdemeanor for any person to 
mutilate, destroy, remove or otherwise interfere with the 
display thereof. 

Any person who refuses to have his motor vehicle 
examined, or, after having had it examined, refuses to 
place a certificate of approval, or a certificate of con­
demnation, if issued, upon his windshield, or who 
fraudulently obtains a certificate of approval, or who 
refuses to place his motor vehicle in proper condition 
after having had the same examined, or who, in any 
manner, fails to conform to the provisions of this chap­
ter, shall be guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 

Any person who performs false or improvised repairs, 
or repairs in any manner not in accordance with ac­
ceptable and customary repair practices, upon a motor 
vehicle, shall be guilty of a gross misdemeanor. [ 1967 c 
32 § 48 ; 1 96 1  c 12  § 46.32.010. Prior: 1 947 c 267 § 1 ;  
1 945 c 44 § I ;  1937 c 1 89 § 7;  Rem. Supp. 1947 § 
6360--7.] 

46.32.020 Rules and regulations-Local stations to 
conform-Supplies-Assistants. The chief of the 
Washington state patrol is empowered to provide rea­
sonable rules and regulations regarding times for the 
inspection of vehicle equipment, and all other matters 
with respect to the conduct of vehicle equipment in­
spection stations. 

In the event that any municipality or other political 
subdivision of this state has installed and placed in op­
eration any station for the inspection of vehicle equip­
ment, the operation of such inspection station shall be 
in strict conformity with rules, regulations, procedure 
and s tandards of inspection prescribed by the chief of 
the Washington state patrol. The operation of such mu­
nicipally owned vehicle inspection station shall be un­
der the direction and supervision of the chief of the 
Washington state patrol and there shall be maintained 
and submitted as and when prescribed such records and 
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reports as shall be required by the chief of the 
Washington state patrol. 

The chief of the Washington state patrol shall pre­
pare and furnish such stickers, tags, record and report 
forms, stationery and other supplies as shall be deemed 
necessary. The chief of the Washington state patrol is 
empowered to appoint and employ such assistants as he 
may consider necessary and to fix hours of employment 
and compensation. [ 196 1 c 1 2  § 46.32.020. Prior: 1 945 c 
44 § 2;  1937 c 1 89 § 8 ;  Rem. Supp. 1 945 § 6360--8.] 

46.32.030 Acquisition of property. The chief of the 
Washington state patrol is empowered to acquire land 
for such vehicle equipment inspection stations by pur­
chase, gift, or condemnation, with or without structures 
thereon. In  the event land is acquired by condemnation 
the same shall be acquired in the manner provided by 
law for the acquisition of private property for public 
use. The chief of the Washington state patrol is em­
powered to erect structures and to acquire and install 
such equipment and mechanical devices as shall from 
time to time be necessary or convenient for the inspec­
tion of vehicle equipment. 

In the event that the chief of the Washington state 
patrol should deem it advisable to acquire any vehicle 
equipment inspection station which is owned and oper­
ated by any municipality or other political subdivision 
of this state, and funds being available therefor, the 
chief of the Washington state patrol is empowered to 
acquire such vehicle equipment inspection station in the 
name of the state of Washington upon an agreed cost 
with such municipality or other political subdivision not 
in excess of the reasonable value thereof. [ 1961 c 12 § 
46.32.030. Prior: 1 945 c 44 § 3 ;  1937 c 1 89 § 9; Rem. 
Supp. 1 945 § 6360--9.] 

46.32.040 Frequency of inspection--Inspection 
free. Vehicle equipment inspection shall be at such 
periodic intervals as shall be required by the chief of the 
Washington state patrol and shall be without charge for 
such periodic inspection. [ 196 1 c l2  § 46.32.040. Prior: 
1 945 c 44 § 4; 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 0; Rem. Supp. 1 945 § 
6360-10.] 

46.32.050 Prohibited practices-Penalty. I t  shall 
be unlawful for any person employed by the chief of 
the Washington state patrol or by any municipality or 
other political subdivision, in any vehicle equipment in­
spection station, to directly or indirectly, or in any 
manner whatsoever, order, direct, recommend or influ­
ence the correction of vehicle equipment defects by any 
person or persons whomsoever. 

It shall be unlawful for any person employed by the 
chief of the Washington state patrol or by any munici­
pality or other political subdivision, while in or about 
any vehicle equipment inspection station, to perform 
any repair or adjustment upon any vehicle or any 
equipment or appliance of any vehicle whatsoever. 

I t  shall be unlawful for any person to solicit in any 
manner the repair to any vehicle or the adjustment of 
any equipment or appliance of any vehicle, upon the 
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property of any vehicle equipment inspection station or 
upon any public highway adjacent thereto. 

Any person violating any of the provisions of this 
section shall be guilty of a gross misdemeanor. [ 1 96 1  c 
12 § 46.32.050. Prior : 1 945 c 44 § 5 ;  1 937 c 189 § I I ;  
Rem. Supp. 1 945 § 6360--1 1 .] 

46.32.060 Moving defective vehicle unlawful--Im­
pounding authorized. It shall be unlawful for any person 
to operate or move, or for any owner to cause or permit 
to be operated or moved upon any public highway, any 
vehicle or combination of vehicles, which is not at all 
times equipped in the manner required by this title, or 
the equipment of which is not in a proper condition and 
adjustment as required by this title. 

Any vehicle operating upon the public highways of 
this state and at any time found to be defective in 
equipment in such a manner that it may be considered 
unsafe shall be an unlawful vehicle and may be pre­
vented from further operation until such equipment de­
fect is corrected and any peace officer is empowered to 
impound such vehicle until the same has been placed in 
a condition satisfactory to vehicle inspection. The nec­
essary cost of impounding any such unlawful vehicle 
and any cost for the storage and keeping thereof shall 
be paid by the owner thereof. The impounding of any 
such vehicle shall be in addition to any penalties for 
such unlawful operation. 

The provisions of this section shall not be construed 
to prevent the operation of any such defective vehicle to 
a place for correction of equipment defect in the man­
ner directed by any peace officer or representative of 
the state commission on equipment. [ 1 96 1  c 12 § 46.32-
. 060. Prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 2 ;  RRS § 6360-- 1 2.] 

46.32.070 Inspection of damaged vehicle. In the 
event that any vehicle shall become damaged in such a 
manner that such vehicle shall have become unsafe for 
operation upon the public highways of this state, it shall 
be unlawful for the owner or operator thereof to cause 
such vehicle to be operated upon a public highway 
upon its return to service unless such owner or operator 
shall have presented such vehicle for inspection of 
equipment within twenty-four hours after its return to 
service. [ 196 1 c 1 2  § 46.32.070. Prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 3 ;  
RRS § 6360-- 1 3.] 
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VEHICLE LIGHTING AND OTHER EQUIPMENT 
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Visibility of reflectors, clearance lamps, identification 
lamps and side marker lamps. 

Obstructed lights not required. 
Lamps, reflectors, and flags on projecting load. 
Lamps on vehicles--Parked or stopped vehicles, light­

ing requirements. 
Lamps and reflectors on farm tractors, farm equipment 

and implements of husbandry-Slow moving vehicle 
emblem. 

Lamps and reflectors on other vehicles and equipment. 
Spot lamps and auxiliary lamps. 
Red flashing lights on tire department vehicles. 
Green light on firemen's private cars. 
Fire department sign or plate on private car. 
Green light, sign or plate-Identification card 

required. 
Penalty for violation of RCW 46.37. 1 84 through 

46.37. 1 88. 
Red lights on emergency vehicles, school buses, private 

carrier buses, police vehicles--Sirens on emergency 
vehicles--Blue lights authorized on certain police 
vehicles--Driver's duty to yield and stop. 

Red lights on emergency vehicles, school buses, private 
carrier buses, police vehicles--Authorized emergen­
cy vehicles--Rules, tests, approval by commission 
on equipment. 

Stop lamps and electric turn signals. 
Additional lighting equipment. 
Multiple-beam road-lighting equipment. 
Use of multiple-beam road-lighting equipment. 
Single-beam road-lighting equipment. 
Lighting equipment on motor-driven cycles. 
Alternate road lighting equipment. 
Number of driving lamps required or permitted. 
Special restrictions on lamps. 
Special lighting equipment on school buses and private 

carrier buses. 
Standards for lights on snow-removal or highway main­

tenance and service equipment. 
Selling or using lamps or equipment. 
Authority of state commission on equipment with refer-

ence to lighting devices . 
Revocation of certificate of approval on lighting devices. 
Braking equipment required. 
Performance ability of brakes. 
Maintenance of brakes. 
Hydraulic brake fluid--Defined-Standards and 

specifications. 
Brakes on motor-driven cycles. 
Horns and warning devices. 
Mufflers, prevention of noise-Smoke and air contam­

inants-Standards--Definitions. 
Mirrors. 
Windshields must be unobstructed and equipped with 

wipers. 
Restrictions as to tire equipment. 
Pneumatic passenger car tires--Standards--Except­

ion for off-highway use--Penalty. 
Regrooved tires--Standards--Exception for off­

highway use--Penalty. 
Authority of state commission on equipment with refer-

ence to tires--Rules and regulations--Penalty. 
Safety glazing materials in motor vehicles. 
Certain vehicles to carry flares or other warning devices. 
Display of warning devices when vehicle disabled. 
Vehicles transporting explosives. 
Air-conditioning equipment. 
Television viewers. 
Safety load chains and devices required. 
Splash guards. 
Seat belts. 
Beach used vehicles with soft tires--"Dune bug­

gies"--Inspection and approval required--Fee. 
Motorcycles or motor-driven cycles--Mirrors, glasses, 

goggles, face shields, and helmets--Regulations and 
specifications by state commission on equipment. 
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46.37.535 

46.37.540 

46.37.550 

46.37.560 

46.37.570 

46.37.580 

46.37.590 

46.37.600 

Motorcycles or motor�riven cycles-Helmet require­
ments when motorcycle rented. 

Odometers-Disconnecting, resetting or turning back 
prohibited. 

Odometers-Selling motor vehicle knowing odometer 
turned back unlawful. 

Odometers-Selling motor vehicle knowing odometer 
replaced unlawful. 

Odometers-Selling, advertising, using or installing 
device which causes other than true mileage to be 
registered. 

Odometers--Disconnection for accommodation sales 
by dealers. 

Odometers-Purchaser plaintiff to recover costs and 
attorney's fee, when. 

Liability of operator and/or owner for violations. 

46.37.005 Commission on equipment--Powers and 
duties. There is hereby constituted a state commission 
on equipment which shall consist of the director of the 
department of motor vehicles, the chief of the 
Washington state patrol, and the director of the depart­
ment of highways. The chief of the Washington state 
patrol shall act as the chairman of the state commission 
on equipment. He shall appoint a person under his su­
pervision to act as secretary of the state commission on 
equipment who shall be responsible for the issuance of 
rules and regulations adopted by the commission and 
the issuance of certificates of approval for vehicle 
equipment requiring approval. 

In addition to those powers and duties elsewhere 
granted by the provisions of this title the state commis­
sion on equipment shall have the power and the duty to 
adopt, apply and enforce such reasonable rules and 
regulations ( 1 )  relating to proper types of vehicles or 
combinations thereof for hauling passengers, commodi­
ties, freight and supplies, (2) relating to vehicle equip­
ment, and (3) relating to the enforcement of the 
provisions of this title with regard to vehicle equipment, 
as rna y be deemed necessary for the public welfare and 
safety in addition to but not inconsistent with the pro­
visions of this title. 

The state commission on equipment is authorized to 
adopt by regulation, federal standards relating to motor 
vehicles and vehicle equipment, issued pursuant to the 
National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1 966, 
or any amendment to said act, notwithstanding any 
provision in Title 46 RCW inconsistent with such 
standards. Federal standards adopted pursuant to this 
section shall be applicable only to vehicles manufac­
tured in a model year following the adoption of such 
standards. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 145 § 56; 1 967 c 32 § 49; 1 96 1  c 
1 2  § 46.37.005. Prior: 1 943 c 1 33 § 1 ;  1937 c 1 89 § 6 ;  
Rem. Supp. 1 943 § 636�; 1 927 c 309 § 14, part; RRS 
§ 6362-14, part. Formerly RCW 46.36.010.] 

Sevenbility-1967 ex.s. c 145: See RCW 47.98.043. 

46.37.010 Scope and effect of regulations--Gener­
al penalty. ( I )  It is a misdemeanor for any person to 
drive or move or for the owner to cause or knowingly 
permit to be �riv�n or mov

_
ed on a?y �i�way any ve­

hicle or combmatton of vehtcles which Is m such unsafe 
condition as to endanger any person, or which does not 
contain those parts or is not at all times equipped with 
such lamps and other equipment in proper condition 
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and adjustment as required in this chapter, or which is 
equipped in any manner in violation of this chapter, or 
for any person to do any act forbidden or fail to per­
form any act required under this chapter. 

(2) Nothing contained in this chapter shall be con­
strued to prohibit the use of additional parts and acces­
sories on any vehicle not inconsistent with the 
provisions of this chapter. 

(3) The provisions of the chapter with respect to 
equipment on vehicles shall not apply to implements of 
husbandry, road machinery, road rollers or farm trac­
tors except as herein made applicable. [ 1 963 c 154 § I ;  
1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.37.010. Prior: 1 955 c 269 § 1 ;  prior: 1937 
c 1 89 § 14, part; RRS § 6360-14, part; RCW 46.40.010, 
part; 1929 c 1 78 § 2; 1 927 c 309 § 19 ;  1 92 1  c 96 § 22, 
part; 1 9 1 9  c 59 § 10, part; 1 9 1 7  c 1 55 § 1 5, part; 19 15  c 
142 § 2 1 ,  part; RRS § 6362-19.] 

Effective date--1963 c 154: "This act shall take effect on January 
I ,  1964." [ 1963 c 154 § 32.] This applies to RCW 46.04. 130, 46.04. 165, 
46.04.332, 46.04.382, 46.04.552, 46.37.01 0, 46.37.020, 46.37.050 
through 46.37.090, 46.37. 120, 46.37. 140 through 46.37. 1 80, 46.37.190, 
46.37.200, 46.37.2 10, 46.37.230, 46.37.240, 46.37.280, 46.37.300, 46.37-
.340, 46.37.351,  46.37.365, 46.37.370, and 46.37.400. 

46.37.020 When lighted lamps and signaling devices 
are required. Every vehicle upon a highway within this 
state at any time from a half hour after sunset to a half 
hour before sunrise and at any other time when, due to 
insufficient light or unfavorable atmospheric conditions, 
persons and vehicles on the highway are not clearly 
discernible at a distance of five hundred feet ahead 
shall display lighted lamps and illuminating devices as 
hereinafter respectively required for different classes of 
vehicles, subject to exceptions with respect to parked 
vehicles, and further that stop lights, turn signals and 
other signaling devices shall be lighted as prescribed for 
the use of such devices : Provided, That every motorcy­
cle and every motor-driven cycle shall have its head 
and tail lamps lighted whenever such vehicle is  in mo­
tion upon a highway. [ 1 974 1 st ex.s. c 1 24 § 2 ;  1 963 c 
1 54 § 2 ;  196 1  c 1 2  § 46.37.020. Prior: 1 955 c 269 § 2; 
prior: 1937 c 1 89 § 14, part; RRS § 6360-14, part; 
RCW 46.40.010, part; 1 929 c 1 78 § 2; 1 927 c 309 § 19;  
1 92 1  c 96 § 22, part; 1 9 1 9  c 59 § 10, part; 1 9 1 7  c 1 55 § 
1 5, part; 1 9 1 5  c 142 § 2 1 ,  part; RRS § 6362-1 9.] 

Elfective date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.030 Visibility distance and mounted height of 
lamps. ( 1 )  Whenever requirement is hereinafter declared 
as to distance from which certain lamps and devices 
shall render objects visible or within which such lamps 
or devices shall be visible, said provisions shall apply 
during the times stated in RCW 46.37.020 in respect to 
a vehicle without load when upon a straight, level, un­
lighted highway under normal atmospheric conditions 
unless a different time or condition is expressly stated. 

(2) Whenever requirement is hereinafter declared as 
to the mounted height of lamps or devices it shall mean 
from the center of such lamp or device to the level 
ground upon which the vehicle stands when such vehi­
cle is without a load. [ 1 96 1 c 1 2  § 46.37.030. Prior: 1 955 
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c 269 § 3 ;  prior: 1937 c 1 89 § 14, part ; RRS § 6360- 14, 
part; RCW 46.40.0 10, part.] 

4637.040 Head lamps on motor vehicles. ( I )  Every 
motor vehicle other than a motorcycle or motor-driven 
cycle shall be equipped with at least two head lamps 
with at least one on each side of the front of the motor 
vehicle, which head lamps shall comply with the re­
quirements and limitations set forth in this chapter. 

(2) Every motorcycle and every motor-driven cycle 
shall be equipped with at least one and not more than 
two head lamps which shall comply with the require­
ments and limitations of this chapter. 

(3) Every head lamp upon every motor vehicle, in­
cluding every motorcycle and motor-driven cycle, shall 
be located at a height measured from the center of the 
head lamp of not more than fifty-four inches nor less 
than twenty-four inches to be measured as set forth in 
RCW 46.37.030(2). [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.37.040. Prior: 1 955 c 
269 § 4; prior: 1937 c 1 89 § 1 5 ;  RRS § 6360-15 ;  RCW 
46.40.020; 1933 c 1 56 § 1 ,  part; 1 929 c 1 78 § 3, part; 
1927 c 309 §§ 20, part, 24; 1 92 1  c 96 § 22, part; 19 19  c 
59 § 10, part; 1 9 17  c 1 55 § 1 5, part; 1 9 1 5  c 142 § 2 1 ,  
part; RRS §§  6362-20, part, 6362-24.] 

4637.050 Tail lamps. ( I )  After January I , 1 964, ev­
ery motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer and pole trailer, 
and any other vehicle which is being drawn at the end 
of a combination of vehicles, shall be equipped with at 
least two tail lamps mounted on the rear, which, when 
lighted as required in RCW 46.37.020, shall emit a red 
light plainly visible from a distance of one thousand 
feet to the rear, except that passenger cars manufac­
tured or assembled prior to January I ,  1 939, and mo­
torcycles and motor-driven cycles, shall have at least 
one tail lamp. On a combination of vehicles only the 
tail lamps on the rearmost vehicle need actually be seen 
from the distance specified. On vehicles equipped with 
more than one tail lamp, the lamps shall be mounted on 
the same level and as widely spaced laterally as 
practicable. 

(2) Every tail lamp upon every vehicle shall be locat­
ed at a height of not more than seventy-two inches nor 
less than twenty inches. 

(3) Either a tail lamp or a separate lamp shall be so 
constructed and placed as to illuminate with a white 
lig�t the rear r�gistration plate and render it clearly 
legtble from a dtstance of fifty feet to the rear. Any tail 
lamp or ta�l la�ps, _together with any separate lamp or 
lamps �or tllurrunatu>:g the rear registration plate, shall 
be s

_
o_ wtred �s

. 
to be hghted whenever the head lamps or 

auxthary dnvmg lamps are lighted. [ 1 963 c 1 54 § 3 ;  
196 1  c 1 2  § 46.37 .050. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 5 ;  prior: 1947 
c 267 § 2, part; 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 6, part ; Rem. Supp. 1 947 
§ 6360-1 6, part; RCW 46.40.030, part; 1 929 c 178 § 7 ;  
1927 c 309 § 27 ; RRS § 6362-27 ; 1 92 1  c 96  § 22, part; 
19 19  c 59 § 10, part; 1 9 1 7  c 155 § 1 5, part; 1 9 1 5  c 142 § 
2 1 ,  part.] 

Effective date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

4637.060 Reflectors. ( I )  Every motor vehicle, trailer, 
semitrailer and pole trailer shall carry on the rear, either 
as a part of the tail lamps or separately, two or more 
red reflectors meeting the requirements of this section, 
except that motorcycles and motor-driven cycles shall 
carry at least one such reflector: Provided, however, 
That vehicles of the types mentioned in RCW 46.37.090 
shall be equipped with reflectors meeting the require­
ments of RCW 46.37. 1 10 and 46.37. 120. 

(2) Every such reflector shall be mounted on the ve­
hicle at a height not less than twenty inches nor more 
than sixty inches measured as set forth in RCW 46.37-
.030(2), and shall be of such size and characteristics and 
so mounted as to be visible at night from all distances 
within three hundred fifty feet to one hundred feet from 
such vehicle when directly in front of lawful upper 
beams of head lamps, except that visibility from a 
greater distance is hereinafter required of reflectors on 
certain types of vehicles. [ 1 963 c I 54 § 4; 1 96 I c 12 § 
46.37.060. Prior : 1 955 c 269 § 6 ;  prior: 1 947 c 267 § 2, 
part; 1937 c 1 89 § 1 6, part ; Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 6360-1 6, 
part; RCW 46.40.030, part.] 

Effective date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

4637.070 Stop lamps and turn signals required. ( 1 )  
After January 1 ,  1 964, every motor vehicle, trailer, sem­
itrailer and pole trailer shall be equipped with two or 
more stop lamps meeting the requirements of RCW 46-
.37.200, except that passenger cars manufactured or as­
sembled prior to January 1 ,  1 964, and motorcycles and 
motor-driven cycles shall be equipped with at least one 
such stop lamp. On a combination of vehicles, only the 
stop lamps on the rearmost vehicle need actually be 
seen from the distance specified in RCW 46.37.200(1 ). 

(2) After January 1 ,  1 960, every motor vehicle, trailer, 
semitrailer and pole trailer shall be equipped with elec­
tric turn signal lamps meeting the requirements of 
RCW 46.37.200(2), except that motor vehicles, trailers, 
semitrailers and pole trailers manufactured or assem­
bled prior to January I ,  1 954, and motorcycles and 
motor-driven cycles need not be equipped with electric 
turn signal lamps. [ 1 963 c 1 54 § 5 ;  1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.37-
.070. Prior: 1959 c 3 19 § 32; 1955 c 269 § 7; prior: 1953 
c 248 § 2, part; 1 947 c 267 § 4, part; 1 937 c 1 89 § 23, 
part; Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 6360-23, part; RCW 46.40-
.090, part; 1 929 c 1 78 § 1 ,  part ; 1927 c 309 § 1 5, part; 
RRS § 6362-15, part.) 

Effective date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.080 Application of succeeding sections. Those 
sections of this chapter which follow immediately, in­
cluding RCW 46.37.090, 46.37. 1 00, 46.37. 1 1 0, 46.37. 1 20 
and 46.37. 1 30, relating to clearance lamps, marker 
lamps, and reflectors, shall apply as stated in said sec­
tions to vehicles of the type therein enumerated, namely 
buses, trucks, truck tractors, and trailers, semitrailers 
and pole trailers, respectively, when operated upon any 
highway, and said vehicles shall be equipped as re­
quired and all lamp equipment required shall be lighted 
at the times mentioned in RCW 46.37.020. [ 1 963 c 1 54 § 
6; 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.37.080. Prior: 1 955 c 269 § 8 ;  prior: 
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1 947 c 267 § 3, part; 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 7, part; Rem. Supp. 
1 947 § 6360- 1 7, part; RCW 46.40.040, part.] 

Effective date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.090 Additional equipment required on certain 
vehicles. In addition to other equipment required in 
RCW 46.37.040, 46.37.050, 46.37.060 and 46.37.070, the 
following vehicles shall be equipped as herein stated 
under the conditions stated in RCW 46.37.080, and in 
addition, the reflectors elsewhere enumerated for such 
vehicles shall conform to the requirements of RCW 
46.37. 120( 1 ). 

( I )  Buses and trucks eighty inches or more in over-all 
width : 

(a) On the front, two clearance lamps, one at each 
side, and on vehicles manufactured or assembled after 
January 1 ,  1 964, three identification lamps meeting the 
specifications of subdivision (6) of this section. 

(b) On the rear, two clearance lamps, one at each 
side, and after January 1 ,  1 964, three identification 
lamps meeting the specifications of subdivision (6) of 
this section. 

(c) On each side, two side marker lamps, one at or 
near the front and one at or near the rear. 

(d) On each side, two reflectors, one at or near the 
front and one at or near the rear. 

(2) Trailers and semitrailers eighty inches or more in 
over-all width: 

(a) On the front, two clearance lamps, one at each 
side. 

(b) On the rear, two clearance lamps, one at each 
side, and after January 1 ,  1 964, three identification 
lamps meeting the specifications of subdivision (6) of 
this section. 

(c) On each side, two side marker lamps, one at or 
near the front and one at or near the rear. 

(d) On each side, two reflectors, one at or near the 
front and one at or near the rear. 

(3) Truck tractors : 
On the front, two cab clearance lamps, one at each 

side, and on vehicles manufactured or assembled after 
January I ,  1 964, three identification lamps meeting the 
specifications of subdivision (6) of this section. 

(4) Trailers, semitrailers and pole trailers thirty feet or 
more in over-all length: 

On each side, one amber side marker lamp and one 
amber reflector, centrally located with respect to the 
length of the vehicle. 

(5) Pole trailers : 
(a) On each side, one amber side marker lamp at or 

near the front of the load. 
(b) One amber reflector at or near the front of the 

load. 
(c) On the rearmost support for the load, one combi­

nation marker lamp showing amber to the front and red 
to the rear and side, mounted to indicate maximum 
width of the pole trailer. 

(6) Whenever required or permitted J:'Y this c�apter, 
identification lamps shall be grouped m a honzontal 
row, with lamp centers spaced not less than six nor 
more than twelve inches apart, and mounted on the 
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permanent structure of the vehicle as close as practica­
ble to the vertical centerline: Provided, however, That 
where the cab of a vehicle is not more than forty-two 
inches wide at the front roof line, a single identification 
lamp at the center of the cab shall be deemed to com­
ply with the requirements for front identification lamps. 
[ 1 963 c 1 54 § 7; 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.37.090. Prior: 1 955 c 269 
§ 9 ;  prior: 1 947 c 267 § 3, part; 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 7, part; 
Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 6360- 1 7, part; RCW 46.40.040, 
part; 1 933 c 1 56 §§ 5, part, 6, part; 1 929 c 1 78 §§ 7, 
part, 8, part; 1 927 c 309 §§  27, part, 28, part; RRS §§ 
6362-27, part, 6362-28, part; 1 92 1  c 96 § 22, part; 1919 
c 59 § 1 0, part; 1 9 1 7  c 1 55 § 15 part.] 

Effective date---1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37. 100 Color of clearance lamps, side marker 
lamps, back-up lamps and reflectors. ( 1 )  Front clearance 
lamps and those marker lamps and reflectors mounted 
on the front or on the side near the front of a vehicle 
shall display or reflect an amber color. 

(2) Rear clearance lamps and those marker lamps 
and reflectors mounted on the rear or on the sides near 
the rear of a vehicle shall display or reflect a red color. 

(3) All lighting devices and reflectors mounted on the 
rear of any vehicle shall display or reflect a red color, 
except the stop lamp or other signal device, which may 
be red, amber or yellow, and except that the light illu­
minating the license plate shall be white and the light 
emitted by a back-up lamp shall be white or amber. 
[ 1 96 1  c l 2 § 46.37. 1  00. Prior: 1 955 c 269 § 1 0; prior: 
1 947 c 267 § 3, part; 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 7, part; Rem. Supp. 
1 947 § 6360-1 7, part; RCW 46.40.040, part; 1 933 c 1 56 
§§ 5, part, 6, part; 1 929 c 1 78 §§ 7, part, 8, part; 1 927 c 
309 §§  27, part, 28, part; RRS § §  6362-27, part, 
6362-28, part; 1 92 1  c 96 § 22, part; 1 9 1 9  c 59 § 10, 
part; 1 9 1 7  c 155 § 1 5, part; 1 9 1 5  c 142 § 2 1 ,  part.] 

46.37.1 10 Mounting of reflectors, clearance lamps 
and side marker lamps. ( 1 )  Reflectors when required by 
RCW 46.37.090 shall be mounted at a height not less 
than twenty-four inches and not higher than sixty 
inches above the ground on which the vehicle stands, 
except that if the highest part of the permanent struc­
ture of the vehicle is less than twenty-four inches the 
reflector at such point shall be mounted as high as that 
part of the permanent structure will permit. 

The rear reflectors on a pole trailer may be mounted 
on each side of the bolster or load. 

Any required red reflector on the rear of a vehicle 
may be incorporated with the tail lamp, but such re­
flector shall meet all the other reflector requirements of 
this chapter. 

(2) Clearance lamps shall be mounted on the pern�a­
nent structure of the vehicle in such a manner as to m­
dicate its extreme width and as near the top thereof as 
practicable. Clearance lamps and side marker lamps 
may be mounted in combination provided illumination 
is given as required herein with reference to both. [ 1 961  
c 1 2  § 46.37. 1 10. Prior: 1 955 c 269 § 1 1 ; prior: 1 947 c 
267 § 3, part; 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 7, part; Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 
6360-1 7, part; RCW 46.40.040, part; 1933 c 1 56 §§ 5, 
part, 6, part; 1 929 c 1 78 §§ 7, part, 8, part; 1 927 c 309 
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§§ 27, part, 28, part; RRS §§  6362-27, part, 6362-28, 
part; 192 1  c 96 § 22, part; 19 19  c 59 § 1 0, part; 1 9 17  c 
155 § 1 5, part.] 

46.37.120 Visibility of reflectors, clearance lamps, 
identification lamps and side marker lamps. ( I )  Every re­
flector upon any vehicle referred to in RCW 46.37.090 
shall be of such size and characteristics and so main­
tained as to be readily visible at nighttime from all dis­
tances within six hundred feet to one hundred feet from 
the vehicle when directly in front of lawful upper beams 
of head lamps. Reflectors required to be mounted on 
the sides of the vehicle shall reflect the required color of 
light to the sides, and those mounted on the rear shall 
reflect a red color to the rear. 

(2) Front and rear clearance lamps and identification 
lamps shall be capable of being seen and distinguished 
under normal atmospheric conditions at the times lights 
are required at all distances between five hundred feet 
and fifty feet from the front and rear, respectively, of 
the vehicle. 

(3) Side marker lamps shall be capable of being seen 
and distinguished under normal atmospheric conditions 
at the times lights are required at all distances between 
five hundred feet and fifty feet from the side of the ve­
hicle on which mounted. [ 1 963 c 1 54 § 8; 1 96 1  c 12 § 
46.37. 120. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 1 2 ;  prior: 1 947 c 267 § 3, 
part; 1937 c 1 89 § 1 7, part; Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 6360--17, 
part; RCW 46.40.040, part; 1 933 c 1 56 §§ 5, part, 6, 
part; 1929 c 1 78 §§ 7, part, 8, part; 1 927 c 309 §§ 27, 
part, 28, part; RRS §§ 6362-27, part, 6362-28, part; 
1 92 1  c 96 § 22, part; 1 9 1 9  c 59 § 10, part; 1 9 1 7  c 1 55 § 
1 5, part.] 

Effective date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

4637.130 Obstructed lights not required. Whenever 
motor and other vehicles are operated in combination 
during the time that lights are required, any lamp (ex­
cept tail lamps) need not be lighted which, by reason of 
its location on a vehicle of the combination, would be 
obscured by another vehicle of the combination, but 
this shall not affect the requirement that lighted clear­
ance lamps be displayed on the front of the foremost 
vehicle required to have clearance lamps, nor that all 
lights required on the rear of the rearmost vehicle of 
any combination shall be lighted. [ 196 1 c 1 2  § 46.37-
. 130. Prior: 1 955 c 269 § 13 .] 

4637.140 Lamps, reflectors, and flags on projecting 
load. Whenever the load upon any vehicle extends to 
the rear four fe·et or more beyond the bed or body of 
such vehicle there shall be displayed at the extreme rear 
end of the load, at the times specified in RCW 46.37-
.020, two red 1amps, visible from a distance of at least 
five hundred feet to the rear, two red reflectors meeting 
the requirements of RCW 46.37. 1 20( 1 ), visible from the 
rear and located so as to indicate maximum width, and 
on each side one red lamp, visible from a distance of at 
least five hundred feet to the side, located so as to indi­
cate maximum overhang. There shall be displayed at all 
other times on any vehicle having a load which extends 
beyond its sides or more than four feet beyond its rear, 

red flags, not less than twelve inches square, marking 
the extremities of such loads, at each point where a 
lamp would otherwise be required by this section, under 
RCW 46.37.020. ( 1963 c 1 54 § 9; 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.37. 140. 
Prior : 1 955 c 269 § 14; prior : 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 8 ;  RRS § 
6360-- 1 8 ;  RCW 46.40.050; 1 929 c 1 78 § 1 1 , part; 1 927 c 
309 § 32, part, RRS § 6362-32, part; 1 92 1  c 96 § 22, 
part; 1 9 1 9  c 59 § 10, part ; 1 9 1 7  c 1 55  § 1 5, part.] 

Effective date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.150 Lamps on vehicles Parked or stopped 
vehicles, lighting requirements. ( I )  Every vehicle shall be 
equipped with one or more lamps, which, when lighted, 
shall display a white or amber light visible from a dis­
tance of one thousand feet to the front of the vehicle, 
and a red light visible from a distance of one thousand 
feet to the rear of the vehicle. The location of said lamp 
or lamps shall always be such that at least one lamp or 
combination of lamps meeting the requirements of this 
section is installed as near as practicable to the side of 
the vehicle which is closest to passing traffic. The fore­
going provisions shall not apply to a motor-driven 
cycle. 

(2) Whenever a vehicle is lawfully parked upon a 
street or highway during the hours between a half hour 
after sunset and a half hour before sunrise and in the 
event there is sufficient light to reveal any person or 
object within a distance of one thousand feet upon such 
street or highway, no lights need be displayed upon 
such parked vehicle. 

(3) Whenever a vehicle is parked or stopped upon a 
roadway or shoulder adjacent thereto, outside an incor­
porated city or town, whether attended or unattended, 
during the hours between a half hour after sunset and a 
half hour before sunrise and there is insufficient light to 
reveal any person or object within a distance of one 
thousand feet upon such highway, such vehicle so 
parked or stopped shall be equipped with and shall dis­
play lamps meeting the requirements of subsection ( 1 )  
of this section. 

(4) Any lighted head lamps upon a parked vehicle 
shall be depressed or dimmed. [ 1 963 c 1 54 § 10 ;  1 96 1  c 
1 2  § 46.37. 1 50. Prior: 1 955 c 269 § 1 5 ;  prior: 1 937 c 1 89 
§ 19 ;  RRS § 6360--19 ;  RCW 46.40.060; 1 933 c 156  § 8 ;  
1 929 c 1 78 § 10; 1 927 c 309 § 3 1 ;  RRS § 6362-3 1 .] 

Effective date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37. 160 Lamps and reflectors on farm tractors, 
farm equipment and implements of husbandry-Slow 
moving vehicle emblem. ( I )  Every farm tractor and ev­
ery self-propelled unit of farm equipment or implement 
of husbandry shall at all times mentioned in RCW 46-
.37.020 be equipped with two single-beam or multiple­
beam head lamps meeting the requirements of RCW 
46.37.220 or 46.37.250, respectively, or, as an alterna­
tive, RCW 46.37.260, and at least two red lamps visible 
when lighted from a distance of not less than one thou­
sand feet to the rear; and at least two red reflectors vis­
ible from all distances within six hundred feet to one 
hundred feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful 
upper beams of head lamps. 
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(2) Every combination of farm tractor and towed 
farm equipment or towed implement of husbandry shall 
at

_ 
all times mentioned in RCW 46.37.020 be equipped 

wrth lamps as follows: 

. 
(a) The farm tractor element of every such combina­

tion shall be equipped as required in subsection ( 1 )  of 
this section . 

(b) The towed unit of farm equipment or implement 
of husbandry element of such combination shall be 
�quipped on the rear with two red lamps visible when 
hghted from a distance of not less than one thousand 
feet to the rear, and two red reflectors visible to the rear 
from all distances within six hundred feet to one hun­
dred feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful 
upper beams of head lamps. 

(c) Said combinations shall also be equipped with a 
lamp displaying a white or amber light, or any shade of 
color between white and amber, visible when lighted 
from a distance of not less than one thousand feet to 
the front. This lamp shall be so positioned to indicate, 
as nearly as practicable, the extreme left projection of 
the combination carrying it. 

(3) The two red lamps and the two red reflectors re­
quired in the foregoing subsections of this section on a 
self-propelled unit of farm equipment or implement of 
husbandry or combination of farm tractor and towed 
farm equipment shall be so positioned as to show from 
the rear as nearly as practicable the extreme width of 
the vehicle or combination carrying them. 

(4) After January 1, 1970, every farm tractor and ev­
ery self-propelled unit of farm equipment or implement 
of husbandry designed for operation at speeds not in 
excess of twenty-five miles per hour shall at all times be 
equipped with a slow moving vehicle emblem mounted 
on the rear except as provided in subsection (5). 

(5) After January 1, 1 970, every combination of farm 
tractor and towed farm equipment or towed implement 
of husbandry normally operating at speeds not in excess 
of twenty-five miles per hour shall at all times be 
equipped with a slow moving vehicle emblem as 
follows: 

(a) Where the towed unit is sufficiently large to ob­
scure the slow moving vehicle emblem on the farm 
tractor, the towed unit shall be equipped with a slow 
moving vehicle emblem. In such cases, the towing vehi­
cle need not display the emblem. 

(b) Where the slow moving vehicle emblem on the 
farm tractor unit is not obscured by the towed unit, 
then either or both may be equipped with the required 
emblem but it shall be sufficient if either has it. 

(6) The emblem required by subsections (4) and (5) 
shall comply with current standards and specifications 
as promulgated by the state commission on equipment. 
[ 1 969 ex.s. c 28 1 § 22; 1963 c 1 54 § 1 1 ;  1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46-
.37. 1 60. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 16.] 

Effective clate--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37. 170 Lamps and reflectors on other vehicles and 
equipment. Every vehicle, including animal-drawn vehi­
cles and vehicles referred to in RCW 46.37.010(3), not 
specifically required by the provisions of RCW 46.37-
. 020 through 46.37.330 to be equipped with lamps, or 
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other lighting devices, shall at all times specified in 
RCW 46.37.020 be equipped with at least one lamp dis­
playing a white light visible from a distance of not less 
than one thousand feet to the front of said vehicle, and 
shall also be equipped with two lamps displaying red 
light visible from a distance of not less than one thou­
sand feet to the rear of said vehicle, or as an alternative, 
one lamp displaying a red light visible from a distance 
of not less than one thousand feet to the rear and two 
red reflectors visible from all distances of six hundred to 
one hundred feet to the rear when illuminated by the 
upper beams of head lamps. [ 1 963 c 1 54 § 12 ;  196 1  c 12 
§ 46.37 . 170. Prior: 1 955 c 269 § 17; prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § 
2 1 ;  RRS § 6360-21 ;  RCW 46.40.080; 1 927 c 309 § 34; 
1 92 1  c 96 § 22, part; 19 17  c 40 § 1 ;  RRS § 6362-34.] 

Effective clate--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.180 Spot lamps and auxiliary lamps. ( 1 )  Spot 
lamps. Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not to 
exceed two spot lamps and every lighted spot lamp shall 
be so aimed and used that no part of the high intensity 
portion of the beam will strike the windshield, or any 
windows, mirror, or occupant of another vehicle in use. 

(2) Fog lamps. Any motor vehicle may be equipped 
with not to exceed two fog lamps mounted on the front 
at a height of not less than twelve inches nor more than 
thirty inches above the level surface upon which the ve­
hicle stands and so aimed that when the vehicle is not 
loaded none of the high intensity portion of the light to 
the left of the center of the vehicle shall at a distance of 
twenty-five feet ahead project higher than a level of 
four inches below the level of the center of the lamp 
from which it comes. Lighted fog lamps meeting the 
above requirements may be used with lower head lamp 
beams as specified in RCW 46.37.220. 

(3) Auxiliary passing lamps. Any motor vehicle may 
be equipped with not to exceed two auxiliary passing 
lamps mounted on the front at a height not less than 
twenty-four inches nor more than forty-two inches 
above the level surface upon which the vehicle stands. 
The provisions of RCW 46.37.220 shall apply to any 
combrnations of head lamps and auxiliary passing 
lamps. 

(4) Auxiliary driving lamps. Any motor vehicle may 
be equipped with not to exceed two auxiliary driving 
l�mps �ounted on the front at a height not less than 
srxteen mches nor more than forty-two inches above 
the level surface upon which the vehicle stands. The 
pro�isions of RCW 46.37.220 shall apply to any combi­
nation of head lamps and auxiliary driving lamps. [ 1 963 
c 1 54 § 13 ;  196 1  c 1 2  § 46.37. 1 80. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 
18 ;  prior : 1949 c 1 57 § I ;  Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6360-22a; 
RCW 46.40. 1 10, 46.40. 1 20.] 

Effective clate--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.184 Red flashing lights on fire department ve­
hicles. All fire department vehicles in service shall be 
i�e

.
ntified by red lights of an intermittent flashing type, 

VIsible from both front and rear for a distance of five 
hundred feet under normal atmospheric conditions . 
Such red flashing lights shall be well separated from the 
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headlights so that they will not black out when head­
lights are on. Such red flashing lights shall be in opera­
tion at all times when such vehicle is on emergency 
status. [ 1 96 1 c 1 2  § 46.37. 1 84. Prior: 1 953 c 1 6 1  § 1 .  
Formerly RCW 46.40.220.] 

46.37.185 Green light on firemen's private cars. Fire­
men, when approved by the chief of their respective 
service, shall be authorized to use a green light on the 
front of their private cars when on emergency duty 
only. Such green light shall be visible for a distance of 
two hundred feet under normal atmospheric conditions 
and shall be of a type and mounting approved by the 
commission on equipment. The use of the green light 
shall only be for the purpose of identification and the 
operator of a vehicle so equipped shall not be entitled 
to any of the privileges provided in RCW 46.6 1 .035 for 
the operators of authorized emergency vehicles. [ 1 97 1  
ex.s. c 92 § 3 ;  I 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.37. 1 85. Prior: 1 953 c 1 6 I  § 
2. Formerly RCW 46.40.230.] 

46.37.186 Fire department sign or plate on private 
car. ( I )  No private vehicle, bearing a sign or plate indi­
cating a fire department connection, shall be driven or 
operated on any public highway, except when the own­
er thereof is a bona fide member of a fire department. 

(2) Any sign or plate indicating fire department con­
nection on a private car of any member of a fire de­
partment shall include the name of the municipality or 
fire department organization to which the owner be­
longs. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.37. 1 86. Prior: 1 953 c 1 6 1  § 3. 
Formerly RCW 46.40.240.] 

46.37.187 Green light, sign or plate--Identification 
card required. Any individual displaying a green light as 
authorized in RCW 46.37. 1 85, or a sign or plate as au­
thorized in RCW 46.37. 1 86, shall also carry attached to 
a convenient location on the private vehicle to which 
the green light or sign or plate is attached, an identifi­
cation card showing the name of the owner of said ve­
hicle.' the org.anization to which he or she belongs and 
beanng the signature of the chief of the service involv­
ed. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 92 § 2; 1 96 1  c 12 § 46.37. 1 87. Prior: 
1953 c 1 6 1  § 4. Formerly RCW 46.40.250.] 

46.37.188 Penalty for violation of RCW 46.37.184 
through 46.37.188. Every violation of RCW 46.37. 1 84, 
46.37. 1 85 ,  46.37. 1 86 or 46.37. 1 87 is a misdemeanor. 
[ 196 1  c 12 § 46.37. 1 88. Prior: 1 953 c 1 6 1  § 5. Formerly 
RCW 46.40.260.] 

46.37.190 Red lights on emergency vehicles, school 
buses, private �er buses, police vehicles-Sirens on 
emergency vehicles-Blue lights authorized on certain 
police vehicles-Driver's duty to yield and stop. ( 1 )  
Every authorized emergency vehicle shall, in addition to 
any other equipment and distinctive marking required 
by this chapter, be equipped with at least one lamp ca­
pable of displaying a red light visible from at least five 
hundred feet in normal sunlight and a siren capable of 
giving an audible signal. 

(2) Every school bus and private carrier bus shall, in 
addition to any other equipment and distinctive mar­
kings required by this chapter, be equipped with a 
"stop" signal upon a background not less than fourteen 
by eighteen inches displaying the word "stop" in letters 
of distinctly contrasting colors not less than eight inches 
high, and shall further be equipped with signal lamps 
mounted as high and as widely spaced laterally as 
practicable, which shall be capable of displaying to the 
front two alternately flashing red lights located at the 
same level and to the rear two alternately flashing red 
lights located at the same level and these lights shall 
have sufficient intensity to be visible at five hundred 
feet in normal sunlight. 

(3) A police vehicle when used as an authorized 
emergency vehicle, may but need not be equipped with 
alternately flashing red lights specified herein. A police 
vehicle may, in addition to or in lieu of the red light 
specified in subsection ( l ), be equipped with one or 
more blue lights. 

· 

(4) The alternately flashing red lights described in 
subsections (2) and (3) of this section shall not be used 
on any vehicle other than a school bus, a private carrier 
bus, or an authorized emergency vehicle. The blue 
lights described in subsection (3) of this section may 
only be used on publicly owned police vehicles of a po­
lice department, sheriff's office and the Washington 
state patrol. 

(5) The use of the signal equipment described herein 
shall impose upon drivers of other vehicles the obliga­
tion to yield right of way and stop as prescribed in 
RCW 46.6 1 .2 10, 46.6 1 .370, and 46.6 1 .350. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 
92 § 1 ;  1 970 ex.s. c 100 § 5 ;  1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 53;  1 963 
c 1 54 § 14;  196 1 c 12  § 46.37. 1 90. Prior: 1 957 c 66 § I ;  
1 955 c 269 § 1 9.] 

46.37.194 Red lights on emergency vehicles, school 
buses, private carrier buses, police vehicles-Author­
ized emergency vehicles--Rules, tests, approval by 
commission on equipment. The state commission on 
equipment may make rules and regulations relating to 
authorized emergency vehicles and shall test and ap­
prove sirens and emergency vehicle lamps to be used on 
such vehicles. [ 196 1 c 12  § 46.37. 194. Prior: 1 957 c 66 § 
3.] 

46.37.200 Stop lamps and electric turn signals. ( 1 )  
Any vehicle may be equipped and when required under 
this chapter shall be equipped with a stop lamp or 
lamps on the rear of the vehicle which shall display a 
red or amber light, or any shade of color between red 
and amber, visible from a distance of not less than one 
hundred feet and on any vehicle manufactured or as­
sembled after January 1 ,  1 964, three hundred feet to the 
rear in normal sunlight, and which shall be actuated 
upon application of a service brake, and which may but 
need not be incorporated with one or more other rear 
lamps. 

(2) Any vehicle may be equipped and when required 
under RCW 46.37.070(2) shall be equipped with electric 
turn signals which shall indicate an intention to turn by 
flashing lights showing to the front and rear of a vehicle 
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or on a combination of vehicles on the side of the vehi­
cle or combination toward which the tum is to be 
made. The lamps showing to the front shall be mounted 
on the same level and as widely spaced laterally as 
practicable and, when signaling, shall emit white or 
amber light, or any shade of color between white and 
amber. The lamp showing to the rear shall be mounted 
on the same level and as widely spaced laterally as 
practicable, and, when signaling, shall emit a red or 
amber light, or any shade of color between red and 
amber. Tum signal lamps on vehicles eighty inches or 
more in over-all width shall be visible from a distance 
of not less than five hundred feet in normal sunlight. 
Turn signal lamps on vehicles less than eighty inches 
wide shall be visible at a distance of not less than three 
hundred feet in normal sunlight. Tum signal lamps 
may, but need not be, incorporated in other lamps on 
the vehicle. [ 1 963 c 1 54 § 1 5 ;  196 1  c 1 2  § 46.37.200. 
Prior: 1955 c 269 § 20; prior: 1953 c 248 § 2, part; 1947 
c 267 § 4, part ; 1937 c 1 89 § 23, part; Rem. Supp. 1 947 
§ 6360--23, part; RCW 46.40.090, part; 1 929 c 178  § 1 ,  
part ; 1927 c 309 § 1 5, part; RRS § 6362-1 5.) 

Effective date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.210 Additional lighting equipment. ( 1 )  Any 
motor vehicle may be equipped with not more than two 
side cowl or fender lamps which shall emit an amber or 
white light without glare. 

(2) Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not 
more than one running-board courtesy lamp on each 
side thereof which shall emit a white or amber light 
without glare. 

(3) Any motor vehicle may be equipped with one or 
more back-up lamps either separately or in combina­
tion with other lamps, but any such back-up lamp or 
lamps shall not be lighted when the motor vehicle is in 
forward motion. 

(4) Any vehicle may be equipped with lamps which 
may be used for the purpose of warning the operators 
of other vehicles of the presence of a vehicular traffic 
hazard requiring the exercise of unusual care in ap­
proaching, overtaking or passing, and when so equipped 
may display such warning in addition to any other 
warning signals required by this chapter. The lamps 
used to display such warning to the front shall be 
mounted at the same level and as widely spaced later­
ally as practicable, and shall display simultaneously 
flashing white or amber lights, or any shade of color 
between white and amber. The lamps used to display 
such warning to the rear shall be mounted at the same 
level and as widely spaced laterally as practicable, and 
shall show simultaneously flashing amber or red lights, 
or any shade of color between amber and red. These 
warning lights shall be visible from a distance of not 
less than fifteen hundred feet under normal atmospheric 
conditions at night. 

(5) Any vehicle eighty inches or more in over-all 
width, if not otherwise required by RCW 46.37.090, 
may be equipped with not more than three identifica­
tion lamps showing to the front which shall emit an 
amber light without glare and not more than three 
identification lamps showing to the rear which shall 
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emit a red light without glare. Such lamps shall be 
mounted as specified in RCW 46.37.090(6). [ 1 963 c 154 
§ 16 ;  1 96 1  c 12  § 46.37.2 10. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 2 1 ;  pri­
or: 1 937 c 1 89 § 24; RRS § 6360--24; RCW 46.40. 100.] 

Effective date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.220 Multiple-beam road-lighting equipment. 
Except as hereinafter provided, the head lamps or the 
auxiliary driving lamp or the auxiliary passing lamp or 
combination thereof on motor vehicles other than mo­
torcycles or motor-driven cycles shall be so arranged 
that the driver may select at wiH between distributions 
of light projected to different elevations and such lamps 
may be so arranged that such selection can be made 
automatically subject to the following limitations: 

( 1 )  There shall be an uppermost distribution of light, 
or composite beam, so aimed and of such intensity as to 
reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of three hun­
dred fifty feet ahead for all conditions of loading. 

(2) There shall be a lowermost distribution of light, or 
composite beam, so aimed and of sufficient intensity to 
reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of one hun­
dred feet ahead; and on a straight level road under any 
conditions of loading none of the high intensity portion 
of the beam shall be directed to strike the eyes of an 
approaching driver. 

(3) Every new motor vehicle, other than a motorcycle 
or motor-driven cycle, registered in this state after Jan­
uary 1 ,  1 948, which has multiple-beam road-lighting 
equipment shall be equipped with a beam indicator, 
which shall be lighted whenever the uppermost distri­
bution of light from the head lamps is  in use, and shall 
not otherwise be lighted. Said indicator shall be so de­
signed and located that when lighted it will be readily 
visible without glare to the driver of the vehicle so 
equipped. [ 196 1 c 12  § 46.37.220. Prior: 1 955 c 269 § 
22; prior: 1 947 c 267 § 5, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 
6360--25a, part ; RCW 46.40. 1 40, part; 1 933 c 1 56 § 3, 
part; 1929 c 178 § 5, part; 1927 c 309 § 22, part; RRS § 
6362-22, part.] 

4637.230 Use of multiple-beam road-lighting equip­
ment. ( 1 )  Whenever a motor vehicle is being operated 
on a roadway or shoulder adjacent thereto during the 
times specified in RCW 46.37 .020, the driver shall use a 
distribution of light, or composite beam, directed high 
enough and of sufficient intensity to reveal persons and 
vehicles at a safe distance in advance of the vehicle, 
subject to the following requirements and limitations: 

(2) Whenever a driver of a vehicle approaches an on­
coming vehicle within five hundred feet, such driver 
shall use a distribution of l ight, or composite beam, so 
aimed that the glaring rays are not projected into the 
eyes of the oncoming driver. The lowermost distribution 
of light, or composite beam, specified in RCW 46.37-
.220(2) shall be deemed to avoid glare at aU times, re­
gardless of road contour and loading. 

(3) Whenever the driver of a vehicle approaches an­
other vehicle from the rear within three hundred feet 
such driver shall use a distribution of light permissible 
under this chapter other than the uppermost distribu­
tion of light specified in RCW 46.37.220(1 ). [ 1 963 c 1 54 
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§ 17 ;  1 961  c 12 § 46.37.230. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 23; pri­
or: 1947 c 267 § 5, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-25a, 
part; RCW 46.40. 140, part; 1933 c 1 56 § 3, part; 1929 c 
178 § 5, part; 1927 c 309 § 22, part; RRS § 6362-22, 
part.] 

Effective date---1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.240 Single-beam road-lighting equipment. 
Head lamp systems which provide only a single distri­
bution of light shall be permitted on motor vehicles 
manufactured and sold prior to one year after March 
18, 1955 in lieu of multiple-beam road-lighting equip­
ment herein specified if the single distribution of light 
complies with the following requirements and 
limitations: 

( 1 )  The head lamps shall be so aimed that when the 
vehicle is not loaded none of the high intensity portion 
of the light shall at a distance of twenty-five feet ahead 
project higher than a level of five inches below the level 
of the center of the lamp from which it comes, and in 
no case higher than forty-two inches above the level on 
which the vehicle stands at a distance of seventy-five 
feet ahead. 

(2) The intensity shall be sufficient to reveal persons 
and vehicles at a distance of at least two hundred feet. 
[ 1963 c 1 54 § 1 8 ;  196 1  c 1 2  § 46.37.240. Prior: 1 955 c 
269 § 24; prior: 1 947 c 267 § 5, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 
6360-25a, part; RCW 46.40. 140, part; 1933 c 1 56 § 3, 
part; 1929 c 1 78 § 5, part; 1927 c 309 § 22, part; RRS § 
6362-22, part.] 

Effective date---1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

4637.250 Lighting equipment on motor-driven cy­
cles. The head lamp or head lamps upon every motor­
driven cycle m�y ?e of the single-beam or multiple­
be�m type but m e1ther event shall comply with the re­
quuements and limitations as follows: 

� I )  Every said head lamp or head lamps on a motor­
dnven cycle shall be of a sufficient intensity to reveal a 
person or a vehicle at a distance of not less than one 
hundred feet when the motor-driven cycle is operated 
at any speed less than twenty-five miles per hour and at 
a distance of not less than two hundred feet when the 
motor-driven c.ycle is operated at a speed of twenty­
five or more mlles per hour, and at a distance of not 
less .than three hundred feet when the motor-driven cy­
cle 1s operated at a speed of thirty-five or more miles 
per hour. 

(2) In the event the motor-driven cycle is equipped 
with a multiple-beam head lamp or head lamps the up­
per beam shall meet the minimum requirements set 
forth above and shall not exceed the limitations set 
forth in RCW 46.37.220(1 )  and the lowermost beam 
shall meet the requirements applicable to a lowermost 
distribution of light as set forth in RCW 46.37.220(2). 

.(3) In. the event the motor-driven cycle is equipped 
wtth a smgle-:-beam lamp or lamps, said lamp or lamps 
shall be so armed that when the vehicle is loaded none 
of the high-intensity portion of light, at a distance of 
twenty-five feet ahead, shall project higher than the 

level of the center of the lamp from which it comes. 
[ 196 1 c 12 § 46.37.250. Prior: 1 955 c 269 § 25.] 

46.37.260 Alternate road lighting equipment. Any 
motor vehicle may be operated under the conditions 
specified in RCW 46.37.020 when equipped with two 
lighted lamps upon the front thereof capable of reveal­
ing persons and objects seventy-five feet ahead in lieu 
of lamps required in RCW 46.37.220 or 46.37.240: Pro­
vided, however, That at no time shall it be operated at a 
speed in excess of twenty miles per hour. [ 196 1 c 12 § 
46.37.260. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 26; prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § 
27; RRS § 6360-27; RCW 46.40. 1 50.] 

46.37.270 Number of driving lamps required or per­
mitted. ( 1 )  At all times specified in RCW 46.37.020, at 
least two lighted lamps shall be displayed, one on each 
side at the front of every motor vehicle other than a 
motorcycle or motor-driven cycle, except when such 
vehicle is parked subject to the regulations governing 
lights on parked vehicles. 

(2) Whenever a motor vehicle equipped with head 
lamps as herein required is also equipped with any aux­
iliary lamps or a spot lamp or any other lamp on the 
front thereof projecting a beam of intensity greater than 
three hundred candlepower, not more than a total of 
four of any such lamps on the front of a vehicle shall be 
lighted at any one time when upon a highway. [ 1 96 1  c 
12  § 46.37.270. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 27; prior: 1937 c 1 89 
§ 28 ; RRS § 6360-28 ; RCW 46.40. 160;  1 929 c 1 78 § 2;  
1 927 c 309 § 19 ;  192 1  c 96 § 22, part; 1919 c 59 § 10, 
part; 1 9 1 7  c 155  § 1 5, part; 1 9 1 5  c 142 § 2 1 ,  part; RRS 
§ 6362-1 9.] 

4631.280 Special restrictions on lamps. ( I )  During 
the times specified in RCW 46.37.020, any lighted lamp 
or illuminating device upon a motor vehicle, other than 
head lamps, spot lamps, auxiliary lamps, flashing turn 
signals, emergency vehicle warning lamps, warning 
lamps authorized by the state commission on equip­
ment and school bus warning lamps, which projects a 
beam of light of an intensity greater than three hundred 
candlepower shall be so directed that no part of the 
high intensity portion of the beam will strike the level of 
the roadway on which the vehicle stands at a distance 
of more than seventy-five feet from the vehicle. 

(2) Except as required in RCW 46.37. 1 90 no person 
shall drive or move any vehicle or equipment upon any 
highway with any lamp or device thereon displaying a 
red light visible from directly in front of the center 
thereof. 

(3) Flashing lights are prohibited except as required 
in RCW 46.37. 190, 46.37.200, 46.37.21 0, and 46.37.300, 
and warning lamps authorized by the state commission 
on equipment. [ 1963 c 1 54 § 19 ;  1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.37.280. 
Prior: 1955 c 269 § 28; prior: 1949 c 1 57 § 2; 1947 c 267 
§ 6; 1 947 c 200 § 2; 1937 c 189 § 29; Rem. Supp. 1 949 § 
6360-29; RCW 46.40. 1 70;  1927 c 309 § 33; RRS § 
6362-33.] 

Effective date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 
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4637.290 Special lighting equipment on school buses 
and private carrier buses. ( 1 )  The state commission on 
equipment is authorized to adopt standards and specifi­
cations applicable to lighting equipment on and special 
warning devices to be carried by school buses and pri­
vate carrier buses consistent with the provisions of this 
chapter, but supplemental thereto. Such standards and 
specifications shall correlate with and, so far as possi­
ble, conform to the specifications then current as ap­
proved by the society of automotive engineers. 

(2) It shall be unlawful to operate any flashing warn­
ing signal light on any school bus or private carrier bus 
except when any said bus is stopped on a highway for 
the purpose of permitting passengers to board or alight 
from said bus. The term flashing signal as used herein 
shall not include an electric turn signal. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 
1 00 § 6; 1961  c 1 2  § 46.37.290. Prior: 1 955 c 269 § 29; 
prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § 25, part; RRS § 6360-25, part; 
RCW 46.40. 1 30, part; 1 929 c 1 78 § 3, part; 1 927 c 309 § 
20, part; RRS § 6362-20, part.] 

46.37.300 Standards for lights on snow-removal or 
highway maintenance and service equipment. ( 1 )  The 
state commission on equipment shall adopt standards 
and specifications applicable to head lamps, clearance 
lamps, identification and other lamps on snow-removal 
and other highway maintenance and service equipment 
when operated on the highways of this state in lieu of 
the lamps otherwise required on motor vehicles by this 
chapter. Such standards and specifications may permit 
the use of flashing lights for purposes of identification 
on snow-removal and other highway maintenance and 
service equipment when in service upon the highways. 
The standards and specifications for lamps referred to 
in this section shall correlate with and, so far as possi­
ble, conform with those approved by the American as­
sociation of state highway officials. 

(2) It shall be unlawful to operate any snow-removal 
and other highway maintenance and service equipment 
on any highway unless the lamps thereon comply with 
and are lighted when and as required by the standards 
and specifications adopted as provided in this section. 
[ 1 963 c 1 54 § 20; 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.37.300. Prior: 1 955 c 
269 § 30.] 

Effective date---1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.310 Selling or using lamps or equipment. ( I )  
On and after January 1 ,  1 938, no person shall have for 
sale, sell or offer for sale for use upon or as a part of the 
equipment of a motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer, or 
use upon any such vehicle any head lamp, auxiliary, or 
fog lamp, rear lamp, signal lamp or reflector, which re­
flector is required hereunder, or parts of any of the 
foregoing which tend to change the original design or 
performance, unless of a type which has been submitted 
to the state commission on equipment and approved by 
it. 

(2) No person shall have for sale, sell or offer for sale 
for use upon or as a part of the equipment of a motor 
vehicle, trailer or semitrailer any lamp or device men­
tioned in this section which has been approved by the 
state commission on equipment unless such lamp or 
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device bears thereon the trademark or name under 
which it is approved so as to be legible when installed. 

(3) No person shall use upon any motor vehicle, 
trailer or semitrailer any lamps mentioned in this sec­
tion unless said lamps are mounted, adjusted and aimed 
in accordance with instructions of the state commission 
on equipment. [ 1961 c 1 2  § 46.37.3 1 0. Prior : 1955 c 269 
§ 3 1 ;  prior: 1937 c 1 89 § 30; RRS § 6360-30; RCW 
46.40. 1 80; 1 929 c 1 78 § 1 2 ;  1 927 c 309 § 35;  RRS § 
6362-35.] 

46.37 320 Authority of state commission on equip­
ment with reference to lighting devices. ( 1 )  The state 
commission on equipment is hereby authorized to ap­
prove or disapprove lighting devices and to issue and 
enforce regulations establishing standards and specifi­
cations for the approval of such lighting devices, their 
installation, adj ustment and aiming, and adj ustment 
when in use on motor vehicles. Such regulations shall 
correlate with and, so far as practicable, conform to the 
then current standards and specifications of the society 
of automotive engineers applicable to such equipment. 

(2) The state commission on equipment is hereby re­
quired to approve or disapprove any lighting device, of 
a type on which approval is specifically required in this 
chapter, within a reasonable time after such device has 
been submitted. 

(3) The state commission on equipment is further au­
thorized to set up the procedure which shall be followed 
when any device is submitted for approval. 

(4) The state commission on equipment upon ap­
proving any such lamp or device shall issue to the ap­
plicant a certificate of approval together with any 
instructions determined by it. 

(5) The state commission on equipment shall publish 
lists of all lamps and devices by name and type which 
have been approved by it. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.37.320. Prior: 
1 955 c 269 § 32; prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § 3 1 ;  RRS § 
6360-3 1 ;  RCW 46.40. 190;  1 933 c 1 56 § 4, part; 1 929 c 
1 78 § 6, part; 1 927 c 309 § 23, part; RRS § 6362-23, 
part.] 

46.37.330 Revocation of certificate of approval on 
lighting devices. When the state commission on equip­
ment has reason to believe that an approved device as 
being sold commercially does not comply with the re� 
quirements of this chapter, it may, after giving thirty 
days' previous notice to the person holding the certifi� 
cate of approval for such device in this state, conduct a 
hearing upon the question of compliance of said ap� 
proved device. After said hearing the state commission 
on equipment shall determine whether said approved 
device meets the requirements of this chapter. If said 
device does not meet the requirements of this chapter it 
shall give notice to the person holding the certificate of 
approval for such device in this state. 

If at the expiration of ninety days after such notice 
the person holding the certificate of approval for such 
device has failed to satisfy the state commission on 
equipment that said approved device as thereafter to be 
sold meets the requirements of this chapter, the state 
commission on equipment shall suspend or revoke the 



Vehicle Lighting And Other Equipment 46.37.340 

approval issued therefor until or unless such device is 
resubmitted to and retested by an authorized testing 
agency and is found to meet the requirements of this 
chapter, and may require that all said devices sold since 
the notification following the hearing be replaced with 
devices that do comply with the requirements of this 
chapter. The state commission on equipment may at the 
time of the retest purchase in the open market and sub­
mit to the testing agency one or more sets of such ap­
proved devices, and if such device upon such retest fails 
to meet the requirements of this chapter, the state com­
mission on equipment may refuse to renew the certifi­
cate of approval of such device. [ 1 961  c 12  § 46.37.330. 
Prior: 1 955 c 269 § 33; prior: 1937 c 1 89 § 32; RRS § 
6360-32; RCW 46.40.200; 1 933 c 1 56 § 4, part; 1 929 c 
1 78 § 6, part; 1 927 c 309 § 23, part; RRS § 6362-23, 
part.] 

46.37.340 Braking equipment required. Every motor 
vehicle, trailer, semitrailer and pole trailer, and any 
combination of such vehicle operating upon a highway 
within this state shall be equipped with brakes in com­
pliance with the requirements of this chapter. 

(1)  Service brakes--adequacy. Every such vehicle 
and combination of vehicles, except special mobile 
equipment as defined in RCW 46.04.552, shall be 
equipped with service brakes complying with the per­
formance requirements of RCW 46.37.35 1 and adequate 
to control the movement of and to stop and hold such 
vehicle under all conditions of loading, and on any 
grade incident to its operation. 

(2) Parking brakes--adequacy. Every such vehicle 
and combination of vehicles, except motorcycles and 
motor-driven cycles, shall be equipped with parking 
brakes adequate to hold the vehicle on any grade on 
which it is operated, under all conditions of loading, on 
a surface free from snow, ice, or loose material. The 
parking brakes shall be capable of being applied in 
conformance with the foregoing requirements by the 
driver's muscular effort or by spring action or by equiv­
alent means. Their operation may be assisted by the 
service brakes or other source of power provided that 
failure of the service brake actuation system or other 
power assisting mechanism will not prevent the parking 
brakes from being applied in conformance with the 
foregoing requirements. The parking brakes shall be so 
designed that when once applied they shall remain ap­
plied with the required effectiveness despite exhaustion 
of any source of energy or leakage of any kind. The 
same brake drums, brake shoes and lining assemblies, 
brake shoe anchors and mechanical brake shoe actua­
tion mech�nism normally associated with the wheel 
brake assemblies may be used for both the service 
brakes and the parking brakes. If the means of applying 
the parking brakes and the service brakes are connected 
in any way, they shall be so constructed that failure of 
any one part shall not leave the vehicle without opera­
tive brakes. 

(3) Brakes on all wheels. Every vehicle shall be 
equipped with brakes acting on all wheels except: 

(a) Trailers, semitrailers, or pole trailers of a gross 
weight not exceeding three thousand pounds, provided 
that: 

(i) The total weight on and including the wheels of 
the trailer or trailers shall not exceed forty percent of 
the gross weight of the towing vehicle when connected 
to the trailer or trailers, and 

(ii) The combination of vehicles consisting of the 
towing vehicle and its total towed load, is capable of 
complying with the performance requirements of RCW 
46.37.35 1 .  

(b) Trailers, semitrailers, or pole trailers manufac­
tured and assembled prior to July 1 ,  1 965 shall not be 
required to be equipped with brakes when the total 
weight on and including the wheels of the trailer or 
trailers does not exceed two thousand pounds. 

(c) Any vehicle being towed in driveaway or towaway 
operations, provided the combination of vehicles is ca­
pable of complying with the performance requirements 
of RCW 46.37.35 1 .  

(d) Trucks and truck-tractors having three or more 
axles need not have brakes on the front wheels, except 
that when such vehicles are equipped with at least two 
steerable axles, the wheels of one steerable axle need 
not have brakes. However, such trucks and truck-trac­
tors must be capable of complying with the perfor­
mance requirements of RCW 46.37 .35 1 .  

(e) Special mobile equipment as defined in RCW 
46.04.552. 

(f) The wheel of a sidecar attached to a motorcycle or 
to a motor-driven cycle, or the front wheel of a motor­
driven cycle need not be equipped with brakes, provid­
ed that such motorcycle or motor-driven cycle is capa­
ble of complying with the performance requirements of 
RCW 46.37 .35 1 .  

(4) Automatic trailer brake application upon breaka­
way. Every trailer, semitrailer, and pole trailer equipped 
with air or vacuum actuated brakes and every trailer, 
semitrailer, and pole trailer with a gross weight in ex­
cess of three thousand pounds, manufactured or assem­
bled after January I ,  1 964, shall be equipped with 
brakes acting on all wheels and of such character as to 
be applied automatically and promptly, and remain ap­
plied for at least fifteen minutes, upon breakaway from 
the towing vehicle. 

(5) Tractor brakes protected. Every motor vehicle 
manufactured or assembled after January 1 ,  1 964, and 
used to tow a trailer, semitrailer or pole trailer equipped 
with brakes, shall be equipped with means for providing 
that in case of breakaway of the towed vehicle, the 
towing vehicle will be capable of being stopped by the 
use of its service brakes. 

(6) Trailer air reservoirs safeguarded. Air brake sys­
tems installed on trailers manufactured or assembled 
after January 1 ,  1 964, shall be so designed that the sup­
ply reservoir used to provide air for the brakes shall be 
safeguarded against backflow of air from the reservoir 
through the supply line. 

(7) Two means of emergency brake operation. 
(a) Air brakes. After January 1 ,  1 964, every towing 

vehicle, when used to tow another vehicle equipped 
with air controlled brakes, in other than driveaway or 
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towaway operations, shall be equipped with two means 
for emergency application of the trailer brakes. One of 
these means shall apply the brakes automatically in the 
event of a reduction of the towing vehicle air supply to 
a fixed pressure which shall be not lower than twenty 
pounds per square inch nor higher than forty-five 
pounds per square inch. The other means shall be a 
manually controlled device for applying and releasing 
the brakes, readily operable by a person seated in the 
driving seat, and its emergency position or method of 
operation shall be clearly indicated. In no instance may 
the manual means be so arranged as to permit its use to 
prevent operation of the automatic means. The auto­
matic and the manual means required by this section 
may be, but are not required to be, separate. 

(b) Vacuum brakes. After January l ,  1 964, every 
towing vehicle used to tow other vehicles equipped with 
vacuum brakes, in operations other than driveaway or 
towaway operations, shall have, in addition to the single 
control device required by subsection (8) of this section, 
a second control device which can be used to operate 
the brakes on towed vehicles in emergencies. The sec­
ond control shall be independent of brake air, hydraulic 
and other pressure, and independent of other controls, 
unless the braking system be so arranged that failure of 
the pressure upon which the second control depends 
will cause the towed vehicle brakes to be applied auto­
matically. The second control is not required to provide 
modulated braking. 

(8) Single control to operate all brakes. After January 
I ,  1 964, every motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer and 
pole trailer, and every combination of such vehicles, 
except motorcycles and motor-driven cycles, equipped 
with brakes shall have the braking system so arranged 
that one control device can be used to operate all serv­
ice brakes. This requirement does not prohibit vehicles 
from being equipped with an additional control device 
to be used to operate brakes on the towed vehicles. This 
regulation does not apply to driv�aw�� or towa�ay op­
erations unless the brakes on the mdtvtdual vehtcles are 
designed to be operated by a single control in the tow­
ing vehicle. 

(9) Reservoir capacity and check valve. 
(a) Air brakes. Every bus, truck or truck-tractor with 

air operated brakes shall be equipped with at least one 
reservoir sufficient to insure that, when fully charged to 
the maximum pressure as regulated by the air compres­
sor governor cuH:mt set�ing, a full s�rvice brake appl�­
cation may be made wtthout lowenng such reservmr 
pressure by more than twenty percent. Each reservoir 
shall be provided with means for readily draining accu­
mulated oil or water. 

(b) Vacuum brakes. After January I ,  1 964, every 
truck with three or more axles equipped with vacuum 
assistor type brakes and every truck-tractor and truck 
used for towing a vehicle equipped with vacuum brakes 
shall be equipped with a reserve capacity or a vacuum 
reservoir sufficient to insure that, with the reserve ca­
pacity or reservoir fully charged and with the engine 
stopped, a full service brake application may be made 
without depleting the vacuum supply by more than for­
ty percent. 
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(c) Reservoir safeguarded. All motor .vehicles� trai
.
lers, 

semitrailers and pole trailers, when equtpped wtth arr or 
vacuum reservoirs or reserve capacity as required by 
this section, shall have such reservoirs or reserve capac­
ity so safeguarded by a check valve or �q�ivalent de�ice 
that in the event of failure or leakage m tts cormectwn 
to the source of compressed air or vacuum, the stored 
air or vacuum shall not be depleted by the leak or 
failure. 

( l 0) Warning devices. 
(a) Air brakes. Every bus, truck or truck-tractor us­

ing compressed air for the operation of its own brakes 
or the brakes on any towed vehicle, shall be provided 
with a warning signal, other than a pressure gauge, 
readily audible or visible to the driver, which will oper­
ate at any time the air reservoir pressure of the vehicle 
is below fifty percent of the air compressor governor 
cut-out pressure. In addition, each such vehicle shall be 
equipped with a pressure gauge visi�le to the driver, 
which indicates in pounds per square mch the pressure 
available for braking. 

(b) Vacuum brakes. After January I ,  1 964, every 
truck-tractor and truck used for towing a vehicle 
equipped with vacuum operated brakes and every truck 
with three or more axles using vacuum in the operation 
of its brakes, except those in driveaway or towaway op­
erations, shall be equipped with a warning signal, other 
than a gauge indicating vacuum, readily audible or visi­
ble to the driver, which will operate at any time the 
vacuum in the vehicle's supply reservoir or reserve ca­
pacity is less than eight inches of mercury. 

(c) Combination of warning devices. When a vehicle 
required to be equipped with a warning device is 
equipped with both air and vacuum power for the op­
eration of its own brakes or the brakes on a towed ve­
hicle, the warning devices may be, but are not required 
to be, combined into a single device which will serve 
both purposes. A gauge or gauges indicating pressure or 
vacuum shall not be deemed to be an adequate means 
of satisfying this requirement. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 70 § 49; 
1 963 c 1 54 § 2 1 ;  1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.37.340. Prior: 1955 c 
269 § 34; prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § 34, part; RRS § 6360-34, 
part; RCW 46.36.020, 46.36.030, part; 1 929 c 1 80 § 6; 
1 927 c 309 § 1 6 ;  1 923 c 1 8 1  § 5 ;  1 92 1  c 96 § 23 ; 19 15  c 
142 § 22; RRS § 6362-1 6.] 

46.37.351 Performance ability of brakes. Every mo­
tor vehicle and combination of vehicles, at all times and 
under all conditions of loading, upon application of the 
service brakes, shall be capable of: 

( l )  Developing a braking force that is not less than 
the percentage of its gross weight tabulated herein for 
its classification, 

(2) Decelerating to a stop from not more than twenty 
miles per hour at not less than the feet per second per 
second tabulated herein for its classification, and 

(3) Stopping from a speed of twenty miles per hour in 
not more than the distance tabulated herein for its clas­
sification, such distance to be measured from the point 
at which movement of the service brake pedal or con­
trol begins. 
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Tests for deceleration and stopping distance shall be 
made on a substantially level (not to exceed plus or mi­
nus one percent grade), dry, smooth, hard surface that 
is free from loose material. 

Classification 
of Vehicles 

Braking 
force 
as a 

percent­
tage of gross 

vehicle or 
combination 

weight 

A Passenger vehicles 
with a seating capacity 
of 10  people or less in­
cluding driver, not 
having a manufactur­
er's gross vehicle 
weight rating . . . . . . . .  52.8% 

B-1 All motorcycles and 
motor--driven cycles . .  43.5% 

B-2 Single unit vehicles 
with a manufacturer's 
gross vehicle weight 
rating of 1 0,000 
pounds or less . . . . . . .  43.5% 

C-1 Single unit vehicles 
with a manufacturer's 
gross weight rating of 
more than 1 0,000 
pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . .  43.5% 

C-2 Combinations of a 
tw�axle towing vehi­
cle and a trailer with a 
gross trailer weight of 
3,000 pounds or less . .  43 .5% 

C-3 Buses, regardless of 
the number of axles, 
not having a manufac­
turer's gross weight 
rating . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  43.5% 

C-4 All combinations of 
vehicles in driveaway­
towaway operations. . 43.5% 

D All other vehicles and 
combinations of vehi-
cles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  43.5% 

[ 1963 c 1 54 § 22.] 

Deceler­
cation in 
feet per 
second 

per 
second 

1 7  

14 

14  

14  

14  

14  

14  

14  

Brake 
system 

application 
and 

braking 
distance 
in feet 

from an 
initial 

speed of 
20 m.p.h. 

25 

30 

30 

40 

40 

40 

40 

50 

Effective dat�1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.360 Maintenance of brakes. All brakes shall be 
maintained in good working order and shall be so ad­
justed as to operate as equally as practicable with re­
spect to the wheels on opposite sides of the vehicle. 
[ 196 1 c 1 2  § 46.37.360. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 36; prior: 
195 1 c 56 § 2, part; 1 937 c 1 89 § 34, part; RRS § 
6360-34, part; RCW 46.36.020, 46.36.030, part; 1 929 c 

1 80 § 6;  1 927 c 309 § 16 ;  1 923 c 1 8 1  § 5 ;  1 92 1  c 96 § 
23 ; 1 9 1 5  c 142 § 22; RRS § 6362-1 6.] 

46.37.365 Hydraulic brake fluid--Defined-­
Standards and specifications. 0 )  The term "hydraulic 
brake fluid" as used in this section shall mean the liquid 
medium through which force is transmitted to the 
brakes in the hydraulic brake system of a vehicle. 

(2) Hydraulic brake fluid shall be distributed and 
serviced with due regard for the safety of the occupants 
of the vehicle and the public. 

(3) The state commission on equipment shall, in 
compliance with the provisions of chapter 34.04 RCW, 
the administrative procedure act, which govern the 
adoption of rules, adopt and enforce regulations for the 
administration of this section and shall adopt and pub­
lish standards and specifications for hydraulic brake 
fluid which shall correlate with, and so far as practica­
ble conform to, the then current standards and specifi­
cations of the society of automotive engineers 
applicable to such fluid. 

(4) No person shall distribute, have for sale, offer for 
sale, or sell any hydraulic brake fluid unless it complies 
with the requirements of this section and the standard 
specifications adopted by the state commission on 
equipment. No person shall service any vehicle with 
brake fluid unless it complies with the requirements of 
this section and the standards and specifications adopt­
ed by the state commission on equipment. [ 1 963 c 1 54 § 
24.] 

Effective date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.370 Brakes on motor-driven cycles. ( 1 )  The 
state commission on equipment is authorized to require 
an inspection of the braking system on any motor--driv­
en cycle and to disapprove any such braking system on 
a vehicle which it finds will not comply with the perfor­
mance ability standard set forth in RCW 46.37.35 1 ,  or 
which in its opinion is equipped with a braking system 
that is not so designed or constructed as to insure rea­
sonable and reliable performance in actual use. 

(2) The director of motor vehicles may refuse to reg­
ister or may suspend or revoke the registration of any 
vehicle referred to in this section when he determines 
that the braking system thereon does not comply with 
the provisions of this section. 

(3) No person shall operate on any highway any ve­
hicle referred to in this section in the event the state 
commission on equipment has disapproved the braking 
system upon such vehicle. [ 1 963 c 1 54 § 23; 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 
46.37.370. Prior: 1 955 c 269 § 37.] 

Effective date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.380 Horns and warning devices. ( 1 )  Every mo­
tor vehicle when operated upon a highway shall be 
equipped with a hom in good working order and capa­
ble of emitting sound audible under normal conditions 
from a distance of not less than two hundred feet, but 
no hom or other warning device shall emit an unrea­
sonably loud or harsh sound or a whistle. The driver of 
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a motor vehicle shall when reasonably necessary to in­
sure safe operation give audible warning with his horn 
but shall not otherwise use such horn when upon a 
highway. 

(2) No vehicle shall be equipped with nor shall any 
person use upon a vehicle any siren, whistle or bell, ex­
cept as otherwise permitted in this section. 

(3) It is permissible but not required that any com­
mercial vehicle be equipped with a theft alarm signal 
device which is so arranged that it cannot be used by 
the driver as an ordinary warning signal. 

(4) Any authorized emergency vehicle may be 
equipped with a siren, whistle or bell, capable of emit­
ting sound audible under normal conditions from a dis­
tance of not less than five hundred feet and of a type 
approved by the state commission on equipment, but 
such siren shall not be used except when such vehicle is 
operated in response to an emergency call or in the im­
mediate pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the 
law, in which said latter events the driver of such vehi­
cle shall sound said siren when reasonably necessary to 
warn pedestrians and other drivers of the approach 
thereof. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.37.380. Prior: 1 955 c 269 § 38; 
prior : 1 937 c 1 89 § 35; RRS § 636�3 5 ;  RCW 
46.36.040.] 

46.37.390 Mufflers, prevention of noise-Smoke 
and air contaminants--Standards-Definitions. ( 1 )  
Every motor vehicle shall at all times b e  equipped with 
a muffler in good working order and in constant opera­
tion to prevent excessive or unusual noise, and no per­
son shall use a muffler cut-out, bypass or similar device 
upon a motor vehicle on a highway. 

(2) (a) No motor vehicle first sold and registered as a 
new motor vehicle on or after January 1 ,  1 97 1  shall 
discharge into the atmosphere at elevations of less than 
three thousand feet any air contaminant for a period of 
more than ten seconds which is: 

(i) As dark as or darker than the shade designated as 
No. 1 on the Ringelmann chart, as published by the 
United States bureau of mines; or 

(ii) Of such opacity as to obscure an observer's view 
to a degree equal to or greater than does smoke de­
scribed in subsection (a)(i) above. 

(b) No motor vehicle first sold and registered prior to 
January I ,  1 97 1  shall discharge into the atmosphere at 
elevations of less than three thousand feet any air con­
�aminant for a period of more than ten seconds which 
IS :  

(i) As dark as or darker than the shade designated as 
No. 2 on the Ringelmann chart, as published by the 
United States bureau of mines; or 

(ii) Of such opacity as to obscure an observer's view 
to a degree equal to or greater than does smoke de­
scribed in subsection (b )(i) above. 

(c) For the purposes of tbis subsection the following 
definitions shall apply: 

(i) "Opacity" means the degree to which an emission 
reduces the transmission of light and obscures the view 
of an object in the background; 

(ii) " Ringelmann chart" means the Ringelmann 
smoke chart with instructions for use as published by 
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the United States bureau of mines in May 1 967 and as 
thereafter amended, information circular 77 1 8. 

(3) No person shall modify the exhaust system of a 
motorcycle in a manner which will amplify or increase 
the noise emitted by the engine of such vehicle above 
that emitted by the muffler originally installed on the 
vehicle, and it shall be unlawful for any person to oper­
ate a motorcycle not equipped as required by this sub­
section, or which has been amplified as prohibited by 
this subsection. [ 1972 ex.s. c 1 35 § 1 ;  1 967 c 232 § 3; 
1 96 1  c 12 § 46.37.390. Prior: 1 955 c 269 § 39; prior: 
1 937 c 1 89 § 36; RRS § 6360--36; RCW 46.36.050; 1927 
c 309 § 1 7 ;  1 92 1  c 96 § 2 1 ;  1 9 1 5  c 1 42 § 20; RRS § 
6362-1 7.) 

46.37.400 Mirrors. Every motor vehicle shall be 
equipped with a mirror so located as to reflect to the 
driver a view of the highway for a distance of at least 
two hundred feet to the rear of such vehicle. [ 1963 c 154 
§ 25 ; 196 1  c 1 2  § 46.37.400. Prior: 1 955 c 269 § 40; pri­
or: 1937 c 1 89 § 37; RRS § 636�37 ;  RCW 46.36.060.] 

Elrective date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.41 0  Windshields must be unobstructed and 
equipped with wipers. ( 1 )  No person shall drive any mo­
tor vehicle with any sign, poster or other nontranspar­
ent material upon the front windsbield, side wings or 
side or rear windows of such vehicle which obstructs 
the driver's clear view of the highway or any intersect­
ing highway. 

(2) The windshield on every motor vehicle shall be 
equipped with a device for cleaning rain, snow or other 
moisture from the windshield, wbich device shall be so 
constructed as to be controlled or operated by the driv­
er of the vehicle. After January 1 ,  1 938, it shall be un­
lawful for any person to operate a new motor vehicle 
first sold or delivered after that date which is not 
equipped with such device or devices in good working 
order capable of cleaning the windshield thereof over 
two separate arcs, one each on the left and right side of 
the windshield, each capable of cleaning a surface of 
not less than one hundred twenty square inches, or oth­
er device or devices capable of accomplishing substan­
tially the same result. 

(3) Every windshield wiper upon a motor vehicle 
shall be maintained in good working order. [ 1 96 1  c 12 § 
46.37.410. Prior: 1 955 c 269 § 4 1 ;  prior: (i) 1 937 c 1 89 § 
38; RRS § 636�38;  RCW 46.36.070. (ii) 1 937 c 1 89 § 
39; RRS § 636�39; RCW 46.36.080.] 

46.37.420 Restrictions as to tire equipment. ( l )  After 
January 1 ,  1 938, it shall be unlawful to operate a vehi­
cle upon the public highways of this state unless it is 
completely equipped with pneumatic rubber tires. 

(2) No tire on a vehicle moved on a bighway shall 
have on its periphery any block, flange, cleat or spike or 
any other protuberance of any material other than rub­
ber which projects beyond the tread of the traction sur­
face of the tire, except that it shall be permissible to use 
farm machinery with tires having protuberances wbich 
will not injure the bighway, and except also that it shall 
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be permissible to use tire chains or metal studs imbed­
ded within the tire of reasonable proportions and of a 
type approved by the state commission on equipment, 
upon any vehicle when required for safety because of 
snow, ice or other conditions tending to cause a vehicle 
to skid: Provided, That it shall be unlawful to use metal 
studs imbedded within the tire between April I and 
November 1 :  Provided further, That the state highway 
commission may, from time to time, determine addi­
tional periods in which the use of tires with metal studs 
imbedded therein shall be lawful. 

(3) The state highway commission and local authori­
ties in their respective jurisdictions may in their discre­
tion issue special permits authorizing the operation 
upon a highway of traction engines or tractors having 
movable tracks with transverse corrugations upon the 
periphery of such movable tracks or farm tractors or 
other farm machinery, the operation of which upon a 
highway would otherwise be prohibited under this 
section. 

(4) Tires with metal studs imbedded therein may be 
used between November 1 and April I upon school 
buses and fire department vehicles, any law or regula­
tion to the contrary notwithstanding. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 32 § 
I ;  1969 ex.s. c 7 § I ;  1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.37.420. Prior : 1 955 
c 269 § 42; prior: (i) 1 937 c 1 89 § 41 ; RRS § 6360-41 ;  
RCW 46.36. 100. (ii) 1 937 c 1 89 § 42; RRS § 6360-42; 
RCW 46.36. 1 20 ;  1 929 c 1 80 § 7 ;  1 927 c 309 § 46; RRS 
§ 6362-46.] 

Dangerous road conditions requiring special tires, chains, metal studs: 
RCW 47.36.250. 

46.37.423 Pneumatic passenger car tires-Stand­
ards-Exception for off-highway use--Penalty. No 
person, firm or corporation shall sell or offer for sale for 
use on the public highways of this state any new pneu­
matic passenger car tire which does not meet the stand­
ards established by federal motor vehicle safety 
standard No. 109, as promulgated by the United States 
department of transportation under authority of the 
National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1 966 
(80 Stat. 7 19, 728 ; 1 5  U.S.C. 1 392, 1 407). 

The applicable standard shall be the version of 
standard No. 109 in effect at the time of manufacture of 
the tire. 

Any person, firm or corporation who shall sell or 
offer for sale any new pneumatic passenger car tire 
which does not meet the standards prescribed in this 
section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor unless such 
tires are sold for off-highway use, as evidenced by a 
statement signed by the purchaser at the time of sale 
certifying that he is not purchasing such tires for use on 
the public highways of this state. [ 1 97 1 c 77 § 1 .] 

46.37.424 Regrooved tires-Standards-Except­
ion for off-highway use--Penalty. No person, firm or 
corporation shall sell or offer for sale any regrooved tire 
or shall regroove any tire for use on the public high­
ways of this state which does not meet the standard es­
tablished by fede�al motor vehicle standard part 
369--regrooved tires, as promulgated by the United 
States department of transportation under authority of 

the National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 
1 966 (80 Stat. 7 1 9, 728; 15 U .S.C. 1 392, 1 407). 

The applicable standard shall be the version of the 
federal 

_
regrooved tire standard in effect at the time of 

regroovmg. 
Any person, firm or corporation who shall sell or 

offer for sale any regrooved tire or shall regroove any 
tire which does not meet the standards prescribed in 
this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor unless 
such tires are sold or regrooved for off-highway use, as 
evidenced by a statement signed by the purchaser or 
regroover at the time of sale or regrooving certifying 
that he is not purchasing or regrooving such tires for 
use on the public highways of this state. [ 1 97 1  c 77 § 2.] 

46.37.425 Authority of state commission on equip­
ment with reference to tires--Rules and regula­
tions--Penalty. No person shall drive or move or 
cause to be driven or moved any vehicle, the tires of 
which have contact with the driving surface of the road, 
subject to registration in this state, upon the public 
highways of this state unless such vehicle is equipped 
with tires in safe operating condition in accordance 
with requirements established by the state commission 
on equipment. 

The state commission on equipment shall promulgate 
rules and regulations setting forth requirements of safe 
operating condition of tires capable of being employed 
by a law enforcement officer by visual inspection of 
tires mounted on vehicles including visual comparison 
with simple measuring gauges. These rules shall include 
effects of tread wear and depth of tread. 

A tire shall be considered unsafe if it has : 
( I ) Any ply or cord exposed; or 
(2) Any bump, bulge or knot, affecting the tire struc­

ture; or 
(3) Any break repaired with a boot; or 
(4) A tread depth of less than 2/32 of an inch mea­

sured in any two major tread grooves at three locations 
equally spaced around the circumference of the tire, or 
for those tires with tread wear indicators, a tire shall be 
considered unsafe if it is worn to the point that the 
tread wear indicators contact the road in any two major 
tread grooves at three locations equally spaced around 
the circumference of the tire; or 

(5) A legend which indicates the tire is not intended 
for use on public highways such as, "not for highway 
use", or "for racing purposes only" ; or 

(6) Such condition as may be reasonably demonstrat­
ed to render it unsafe. 

No person, firm or corporation shall sell any vehicle 
for use on the public highways of this state unless the 
vehicle is equipped with tires that are in compliance 
with the provisions of this section. If the tires are found 
to be in violation of the provisions of this section, the 
person, firm or corporation selling the vehicle shall 
cause such tires to be removed from the vehicle and 
shall equip the vehicle with tires that are in compliance 
with the provisions of this section. 

Any person operating a vehicle on the public high­
ways of this state, or selling a vehicle for use on the 
public highways of this state, which is equipped with a 
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tire or tires in violation of the provisions of this section 
or the rules and regulations promulgated by the state 
c�mmission on equipment hereunder shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor: Provided, however, That if the violation 
relates to items ( 1 )  to (6) inclusive of this section that 
the condition or defect must be such that it can be de­
tected by a visual inspection of tires mounted on vehi­
cles, including visual comparison with simple measuring 
gauges. [ 1 97 1 c 77 § 3.] 

Effective date--1971 c 77: "The provisions of RCW 46.37.425 
shall have an effective date of January I, 1972, but the state commis­
sion on equipment shall have the authority to proceed with the pro­
mulgation of the rules and regulations provided for in RCW 46.37.425 
so the rules and regulations may have an effective date of January 1 ,  
1972." [ 197 1 c 77 § 4.) 

4637.430 Safety glazing materials in motor vehicles. 
( 1 )  On and after January 1 ,  1 938, no person shall sell 
any new motor vehicle as specified herein, nor shall any 
new motor vehicle as specified herein be registered 
thereafter unless such vehicle is equipped with safety 
glazing material of a type approved by the state com­
mission on equipment wherever glazing material is used 
in doors, windows and windshields. The foregoing pro­
visions shall apply to all passenger-type motor vehicles, 
including passenger buses and school buses, but in re­
spect to trucks, including truck tractors, the require­
ments as to safety glazing material shall apply to all 
glazing material used in doors, windows and wind­
shields in the drivers' compartments of such vehicles 
except as provided by paragraph (4). 

(2) The term " safety glazing materials" means glazing 
materials so constructed, treated or combined with oth­
er materials as to reduce substantially, in comparison 
with ordinary sheet glass or plate glass, the likelihood of 
injury to persons by objects from exterior sources or by 
these safety glazing materials when they may be 
cracked or broken. 

(3) The state commission on equipment shall compile 
and publish a list of types of glazing material by name 
approved by it as meeting the requirements of this sec­
tion and the director of motor vehicles shall not register 
after January 1 ,  1 938, any motor vehicle which is sub­
ject to the provisions of this section unless it is 
equipped with an approved type of safety glazing mate­
rial, and he shall thereafter suspend the registration of 
any motor vehicle so subject to this section which he 
finds is not so equipped until it is made to conform to 
the requirements of this section. 

(4) No person shall sell or offer for sale, nor shall any 
person operate a motor vehicle registered in this state 
which is equipped with, any camper manufactured after 
May 23, 1 969, unless such camper is equipped with 
safety glazing material of a type approved by the state 
commission on equipment wherever glazing materials 
are used in outside windows and doors. 

(5) No tinting or coloring material of any kind, which 
reduces light transmittance to any degree, shall be ap­
plied to the surface of the safety glazing material in a 
motor vehicle in any of the following locations: 

(a) Windshields, 
(b) Windows to the immediate right and left of the 

driver including windwings or, 

(c) Rearmost windows if used for driving visibility by 
means of an interior rear-view mirror. 

Nothing in this subsection shall prohibit the use of 
shaded or heat-absorbing safety glazing material in 
which the shading or heat-absorbing characteristics 
have been applied at the time of manufacture of the 
safety glazing material and which meet the standards of 
the state commission on equipment for such safety 
glazing materials. 

( 6) The standards used for approval of safety glazing 
materials by the state commission on equipment shall 
conform as closely as possible to the standards for safe­
ty glazing materials for motor vehicles promulgated by 
the United States of America Standards Institute in ef­
fe·ct at the time of manufacture of the safety glazing 
material. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 28 1 § 47; 1 96 1  c 12  § 46.37.430. 
Prior: 1 955 c 269 § 43; prior: 1 947 c 220 § l ;  1 937 c 189 
§ 40; Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 6360-40; RCW 46.36.090.] 

4637.440 Certain vehicles to carry flares or other 
warning devices. ( 1 )  No person shall operate any motor 
truck, passenger bus or truck tractor over eighty inches 
in overall width upon any highway outside the corpo­
rate limits of municipalities at any time unless there 
shall be carried in such vehicle the following equipment 
except as provided in subsection (2) : 

(a) At least three flares or three red electric lanterns 
or three portable red emergency reflectors, each of 
which shall be capable of being seen and distinguished 
at a distance of not less than six hundred feet under 
normal atmospheric conditions at nighttime. 

No flare, fusee, electric lantern or cloth warning flag 
shall be used for the purpose of compliance with the 
requirements of this section unless such equipment is of 
a type which has been submitted to the state commis­
sion on equipment and approved by it. No portable re­
flector unit shall be used for the purpose of compliance 
with the requirements of this section unless it is so de­
signed and constructed as to be capable of reflecting 
red light clearly visible from all distances within six 
hundred feet to one hundred feet under normal atmos­
pheric conditions at night when directly in front of 
lawful upper beams of head lamps, and unless it is of a 
type which has been submitted to the state commission 
on equipment and approved by it. 

(b) At least three red-burning fusees unless red elec­
tric lanterns or red portable emergency reflectors are 
carried. 

(c) At least two red-cloth flags, not less than twelve 
inches square, with standards to support such flags. 

(2) No person shall operate at the time and under 
conditions stated in subsection ( 1 )  any motor vehicle 
used for the transportation of explosives, any cargo 
t�nk truck used for the transportation of flammable liq­
Uids or compressed gases, or any motor vehicle using 
compressed gas as a fuel unless there shall be carried in 
such vehicle three red electric lanterns or three portable 
red emergency reflectors meeting the requirements of 
subsection ( 1 )  of this section, and there shall not be 
carried in any said vehicle any flares, fusees or signal 
produced by flame. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 97 § 1 ;  1961 c 12  § 46-
.37.440. Prior: 1 955 c 269 § 44; prior: 1 947 c 267 § 7, 
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part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-32a, part; RCW 46.40-
.2 10, part.] 

4637.450 Display of warning devices when vehicle 
disabled. ( 1 )  Whenever any motor truck, passenger bus, 
truck tractor over eighty inches in overall width, trailer, 
semitrailer or pole trailer is disabled upon the traveled 
portion of any highway or the shoulder thereof outside 
of any municipality at any time when lighted lamps are 
required on vehicles the driver of such vehicle shall dis­
play the following warning devices upon the highway 
during the time the vehicle is so disabled on the high­
way except as provided in subsection (2) : 

(a) A lighted fusee, a lighted red electric lantern or a 
portable red emergency reflector shall be immediately 
placed at the traffic side of the vehicle in the direction 
of the nearest approaching traffic. 

(b) As soon thereafter as possible but in any event 
within the burning period of the fusee (fifteen minutes), 
the driver shall place three liquid-burning flares (pot 
torches), or three lighted red electric lanterns or three 
portable red emergency reflectors on the traveled por­
tion of the highway in the following order: 

(i) One, approximately one hundred feet from the 
disabled vehicle in the center of the lane occupied by 
such vehicle and toward traffic approaching in that 
lane. 

(ii) One, approximately one hundred feet in the op­
posite direction from the disabled vehicle and in the 
center of the traffic lane occupied by such vehicle. 

(iii) One at the traffic side of the disabled vehicle not 
less than ten feet rearward or forward thereof in the di­
rection of the nearest approaching traffic. If a lighted 
red electric lantern or a red portable emergency reflec­
tor has been placed at the traffic side of the vehicle in 
accordance with subdivision (a) of this subsection, it 
may be used for this purpose. 

(2) Whenever any vehicle referred to in this section is 
disabled within five hundred feet of a curve, hillcrest or 
other obstruction to view, the warning signal in that di­
rection shall be so placed as to afford ample warning to 
other users of the highway, but in no case less than five 
hundred feet from the disabled vehicle. 

(3) Whenever any vehicle of a type referred to in this 
section is disabled upon any roadway of a divided 
highway during the time that lights are required, the 
appropriate warning devices prescribed in subsections 
( I )  and (5) of this section shall be placed as follows: 

One at a distance of approximately two hundred feet 
from the vehicle in the center of the lane occupied by 
the stopped vehicle and in the direction of traffic ap­
proaching in that lane; one at a distance of approxi­
mately one hundred feet from the vehicle, in the center 
of the lane occupied by the vehicle and in the direction 
of traffic approaching in that lane; one at the traffic side 
of the vehicle and approximately ten feet from the ve­
hicle in the direction of the nearest approaching traffic. 

( 4) Whenever any vehicle of a type referred to in this 
section is disabled upon the traveled portion of a high­
way or the shoulder thereof outside of any municipality 
at any time when the display of fusees, flares, red elec­
tric lanterns or portable red emergency reflectors is not 

required, the driver of the vehicle shall display two red 
flags upon the roadway in the lane of traffic occupied 
by the disabled vehicle, one at a distance of approxi­
mately one hundred feet in advance of the vehicle, and 
one at a distance of approximately one hundred feet to 
the rear of the vehicle. 

(5) Whenever any motor vehicle used in the trans­
portation of explosives or any cargo tank truck used for 
the transportation of any flammable liquid or com­
pressed flammable gas, or any motor vehicle using 
compressed gas as a fuel, is disabled upon a highway of 
this state at any time or place mentioned in subsection 
( I )  of this section, the driver of such vehicle shall im­
mediately display the following warning devices : One 
red electric lantern or portable red emergency reflector 
placed on the roadway at the traffic side of the vehicle, 
and two red electric lanterns or portable red reflectors, 
one placed approximately one hundred feet to the front 
and one placed approximately one hundred feet to the 
rear of this disabled vehicle in the center of the traffic 
lane occupied by such vehicle. Flares, fusees or signals 
produced by flame shall not be used as warning devices 
for disabled vehicles of the type mentioned in this 
paragraph. 

(6) The flares, fusees, red electric lanterns, portable 
red emergency reflectors and flags to be displayed as 
required in this section shall conform with the require­
ments of RCW 46.37.440 applicable thereto. [ 1 96 1  c 12  
§ 46.37.450. Prior : 1 955 c 269 § 45 ; prior: 1947 c 267 § 
7, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-32a, part; RCW 46-
.40.2 10, part.] 

4637.460 Vehicles transporting explosives. Any per­
son operating any vehicle transporting any explosive as 
a cargo or part of a cargo upon a highway shall at all 
times comply with the provisions of this section. 

( 1) Said vehicle shall be marked or placarded on each 
side and the rear with the word "Explosives" in letters 
not less than eight inches high, or there shall be dis­
played on the rear of such vehicle a red flag not less 
than twenty-four inches square marked with the word 
"danger" in white letters six inches high. 

(2) Every said vehicle shall be equipped with not less 
than two fire extinguishers, filled and ready for imme­
diate use, and placed at a convenient point on the vehi­
cle so used. [ 196 1  c 12 § 46.37.460. Prior: 1 955 c 269 § 
46.] 

4637.470 Air-conditioning equipment. ( 1) The term 
"air-conditioning equipment" as used or referred to in 
this section shall mean mechanical vapor compression 
refrigeration equipment which is used to cool the driv­
er's or passenger compartment of any motor vehicle. 

(2) Such equipment shall be manufactured, installed 
and maintained with due regard for the safety of the 
occupants of the vehicle and the public and shall not 
contain any refrigerant which is toxic to persons or 
which is flammable. 

(3) The state commission on equipment may adopt 
and enforce safety requirements, regulations and speci­
fications consistent with the requirements of this section 
applicable to such equipment which shall correlate with 
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and, so far as possible, conform to the current recom­
mended practice or standard applicable to such equip­
ment approved by the society of automotive engineers. 

(4) No person shall have for sale, offer for sale, sell or 
equip any motor vehicle with any such equipment un­
less it complies with the requirements of this section. 

(5) No person shall operate on any highway any mo­
tor vehicle equipped with any air-conditioning equip­
ment unless said equipment complies with the 
requirements of this section. [ 196 1 c 12 § 46.37.470. Pri­
or : 1955 c 269 § 47.] 

46.37.480 Television viewers. No person shall drive 
any motor vehicle equipped with any television viewer, 
screen or other means of visually receiving a television 
broadcast which is located in the motor vehicle at any 
point forward of the back of the driver's seat, or which 
is visible to the driver while operating the motor vehi­
cle. [ 1 96 1  c 12  § 46.37 .480. Prior: 1949 c 1 96 § 1 1 ;  Rem. 
Supp. 1949 § 6360-98d. Formerly RCW 46.36. 1 50.] 

46.37.490 Safety load chains and devices required. It 
shall be unlawful to operate any vehicle upon the public 
highways of this state without having the load thereon 
securely fastened and protected by safety chains or 
other device. The state commission on equipment is 
hereby authorized to adopt and enforce reasonable 
rules and regulations as to what shall constitute ade­
quate and safe chains or other devices for the fastening 
and protection of loads upon vehicles. [ 1961  c 12 § 46-
;37.490. Prior: 1937 c 1 89 § 43 ; RRS § 6360-43; 1927 c 
309 § 1 8 ;  RRS § 6362-18. Formerly RCW 46.36. 1 10.] 

46.37.500 Splash guards. Every vehicle shall be 
equipped with a device adequate to effectively reduce 
the wheel spray or splash of water from the roadway to 
the rear thereof. [ 196 1 c 1 2  § 46.37.500. Prior: 1947 c 
200 § 3, part; 1937 c 1 89 § 44, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 
6360-44, part. Formerly RCW 46.36. 1 30 (second 
paragraph).] 

46.37.510 Seat belts. No person shall sell any auto­
mobile manufactured or assembled after January I ,  
1964 nor shall any owner cause such vehicle to be reg­
istered thereafter under the provisions of chapter 46. 1 2  
RCW unless such motor car or automobile is equipped 
with automobile seat belts installed for use on the front 
seats thereof which are of a type and installed in a 
manner approved by the state commission on equip­
ment. Where registration is for transfer from an out of 
state license, applicant shall be informed of this section 
by issuing agent and have thirty days to comply. The 
state commission on equipment shall adopt and enforce 
standards as to what shall constitute adequate and safe 
seat belts and for the fastening and installation thereof, 
such standards not to be below those specified as mini­
mum requirements by the Society of Automotive Engi­
neers on the effective date of this act. [ 1 963 c 1 1 7 § L] 

Reviser's note: "the effective date of this act" was June 1 3, 1963 
(midnight June 1 2), see preface, 1963 session laws. 
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46.37.520 Beach used vehicles with soft 
tires--" Dune buggies' '--Inspection and approval re­
quired--Fee. It shall be unlawful for any person to 
lease for hire or permit the use of any vehicle with soft 
tires commonly used upon the beach and referred to as 
a dune buggy unless such vehicle has been inspected by 
and approved by the state commission on equipment, 
which commission may charge a reasonable fee therefor 
to go into the motor vehicle fund. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 9 1  § 4; 
1 965 ex.s. c 170 § 6 1 .] 

46.37.530 Motorcycles or motor-driven cycles-­
Mirrors, glasses, goggles, face shields, and helmets-­
Regulations and specifications by state commission on 
equipment. ( 1 )  It shall be unlawful : 

(a) For any person to operate a motorcycle or motor­
driven cycle not equipped with a mirror on the left side 
of the handlebars which shall be so located as to give 
the driver a complete view of the highway for a distance 
of at least two hundred feet to the rear of the motorcy­
cle or motor�riven cycle. 

(b) For any person to operate a motorcycle or motor­
driven cycle which does not have a windshield unless he 
wears glasses, goggles, or a face shield of a type ap­
proved by the state commission on equipment. 

(c) For any person to operate or ride upon a mo­
torcycle or motor�riven cycle unless he wears upon his 
head a protective helmet of a type approved by the 
state commission on equipment. Such a helmet must be 
equipped with either a neck or chin strap which shall be 
fastened securely while the motorcycle or motor�riven 
cycle is in motion. 

(2) The state commission on equipment is hereby au­
thorized and empowered to adopt and amend regula­
tions, pursuant to the administrative procedure act, 
concerning the standards and procedures for approval 
of glasses, goggles, face shields and protective helmets 
required in this section. The state commission on 
equipment shall maintain and publish a list of those 
devices which the commission on equipment has ap­
proved. [ 1 97 1 ex.s. c 1 50 § 1 ;  1 969 c 42 § 1 ;  1967 c 232 
§ 4.] 

Maximum height for handlebars: RCW 46.61.61 I. 
Riding on motorcycles: RCW 46.61.610. 

46.37.535 Motorcycles or motor-driven cycles-­
Helmet requirements when motorcycle rented. It is un­
lawful for any person to rent out motorcycles unless he 
shall also have on hand for rent helmets of a type ap­
proved by the commission on equipment. 

No motorcycle shall be rented out unless the renter 
thereof has in his possession a helmet of a type ap­
proved by the commission on equipment regardless 
from whom the helmet is obtained. [ 1 967 c 232 § 10.] 

Reviser's note: This section was prefaced by "There is added to 
chapter 46.48 RCW a new section to read as follows: "  The various 
sections of chapter 46.48 RCW were removed from that chapter or 
were repealed by 1965 ex.s. c 1 55 .  As the sections remaining in chap­
ter 46.48 RCW pertain to transportation of explosives and flamma­
bles, this section has been codified following RCW 46.37.530 which is 
amended in a preceding section of the same act and sets forth the 
hel!met requirements for drivers and riders of motorcycles. 

License requirement for person renting motorcycle: RCW 46.20.220. 
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46.37.540 Odometers-Disconnecting, resetting or 
turning back prohibited. Except as provided by 

.
RCW 

46.37.580, it shall be unlawful for any person to discon­
nect, turn back or reset the odometer of any motor ve­
hicle with the intent to reduce the number of miles 
indicated on the odometer gauge. [ 1969 c 1 12 § 2.] 

Motor vehicle dealers, unlawful acts and practices: RCW 46. 70. 180. 

46.37.550 Odometers--Selling motor vehicle 
knowing odometer turned back unlawful. It shall be un­
lawful for any person to sell a motor vehicle in this 
state if such person has knowledge that the odometer 
on such motor vehicle has been turned back and if such 
person fails to notify the buyer, prior to the time of sale, 
that the odometer has been turned back or that he had 
reason to believe that the odometer has been turned 
back. P 969 c 1 12 § 3.] 

46.37.560 Odometers--Selling motor vehicle 
knowing odometer replaced unlawful. It shall be unlaw­
ful for any person to sell a motor vehicle in this state if 
such person has knowledge that the odometer on such 
motor vehicle has been replaced with another odometer 
and if such person fails to notify the buyer, prior to the 
time of sale, that the odometer has been replaced or 
that he believes the odometer to have been replaced. 
[ 1 969 c 1 12 § 4.) 

46.37.570 Odometers--Selling, advertising, using 
or installing device which causes other than true mileage 
to be registered. It  shall be unlawful for any person to 
advertise for sale, to sell, to use, or to install on any 
part of a motor vehicle or on an odometer in a motor 
vehicle any device which causes the odometer to regis­
ter any mileage other than the true mileage driven. For 
the purposes of this section the true mileage driven is 
that driven by the car as registered by the odometer 
within the manufacturer's designed tolerance. [ 1 969 c 
1 12 § 5.] 

46.37.580 Odometers--Disconnection for accom­
modation sales by dealers. Where the seller is a motor 
vehicle dealer regularly engaged in the sale of new mo­
tor vehicles at retail and where an accommodation 
transfer as defined in this section is made, the seller 
may disconnect the odometer on such motor vehicle for 
the duration of such transfer. For purposes of this sec­
tion an accommodation transfer shall mean a sale by 
one motor vehicle dealer to another dealer for resale by 
the latter dealer and where: (I)  the sale is made as an 
accommodation to the latter dealer to enable him to fill 
a bona fide existing order of a customer or is made 
within fourteen days to reimburse in kind a previous 
accommodation sale by the latter dealer to the former 
dealer; (2) the amount paid by the latter dealer does 
not exceed the amount paid by the former dealer to his 
vendor in the acquisition of the motor vehicle ; (3) the 
total distance which the motor vehicle is driven pursu­
ant to the transfer does not exceed five hundred miles; 
and (4) the motor vehicle transferred has never previ­
ously been owned by, rented to or leased to any person 

other than the manufacturer of the motor vehicle or a 
motor vehicle dealer. 

The definitions in RCW 46.70.01 1 , as now or here­
after amended, shall apply to this section. [ 1969 c 1 12 § 
6.] 

46.37.590 Odometers--Purchaser plaintiff to re­
cover costs and attorney's fee, when. In any suit brought 
by the purchaser of a motor vehicle against the seller of 
such vehicle, the purchaser shall be entitled to recover 
his court costs and a reasonable attorney's fee fixed by 
the court, if: ( 1 )  the suit or claim is based substantially 
upon the purchaser's allegation that the odometer on 
such vehicle has been tampered with contrary to RCW 
46.37.540 and 46.37.550; and (2) it is found in such suit 
that the seller of such vehicle or any of his employees or 
agents knew or had reason to know that the odometer 
on such vehicle had been so tampered with and failed 
to disclose such knowledge to the purchaser prior to the 
time of sale. [ 1 969 c 1 1 2 § 7.] 

46.37.600 Liability of operator and/ or owner for vio­
lations. Whenever an act or omission is declared to be 
unlawful in chapter 46.37 RCW, if the operator of the 
vehicle is not the owner of such vehicle, but is so oper­
ating or moving the same with the express or implied 
permission of the owner, then the operator and/or 
owner shall both be subject to the provisions of this 
chapter with the primary responsibility to be that of the 
owner. ( 1 969 ex.s. c 69 § 3.]  

Chapter 46.38 
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46.38.010 Compact enacted-Provisions. The ve� 
hide equipment safety compact prepared pursuant to 
resolutions of the western governors' conference and 
the western interstate committee on highway policy 
problems of the council of state governments, is hereby 
enacted into law and entered into with all other juris� 
dictions legally joining therein in the form substantially 
as follows: 
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VEH ICLE EQUIPMENT SAFETY COMPACT 

ARTICLE !--Findings and Purposes 

(a) The party states find that: 
( 1) Accidents and deaths on their streets and high­

ways present a very serious human and economic prob­
lem with a major deleterious effect on the public 
welfare. 

(2) There is a vital need for the development of 
greater interjurisdictional cooperation to achieve the 
necessary uniformity in the laws, rules, regulations and 
codes relating to vehicle equipment, and to accomplish 
this by such means as will minimize the time between 
the development of demonstrably and scientifically 
sound safety features and their incorporation into 
vehicles. 

(b) The purposes of this compact are to: 
( l )  Promote uniformity in regulation of and stand­

ards for equipment. 
(2) Secure uniformity of law and administrative prac­

tice in vehicular regulation and related safety standards 
to permit incorporation of desirable equipment changes 
in vehicles in the interest of greater traffic safety. 

(3) To provide means for the encouragement and uti­
lization of research which will facilitate the achievement 
of the foregoing purposes, with due regard for the find­
ings set forth in subdivision (a) of this Article. 

(c) It is the intent of this compact to emphasize per­
formance requirements and not to determine the specif­
ic detail of engineering in the manufacture of vehicles 
or equipment except to the extent necessary for the 
meeting of such performance requirements. 

ARTICLE 11--Definitions 

As used in this compact: 
(a) "Vehicle" means every device in, upon or by 

which any person or property is or may be transported 
or drawn upon a highway, excepting devices moved by 
human power or used exclusively upon stationary rails 
or tracks. 

(b) ' 'State" means a state, territory or possession of 
the United States, the District of Columbia, or the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 

(c) " Equipment" means any part of a vehicle or any 
accessory for use thereon which affects the safety of 
operation of such vehicle or the safety of the occupants. 

ARTICLE I ll--The Commission 

(a) There is hereby created an agency of the party 
states to be known as the "Vehicle Equipment Safety 
Commission" hereinafter called the Commission. The 
Commission shall be composed of one commissioner 
from each party state who shall be appointed, serve and 
be subject to removal in accordance with the laws of 
the state which he represents. If authorized by the laws 
of his party state, a commissioner may provide for the 
discharge of his duties and the performance of his 
functions on the Commission, either for the duration of 
his membership or for any lesser period of time, by an 
alternate. No such alternate shall be entitled to serve 
unless notification of his identity and appointment shall 
have been given to the Commission in such form as the 
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Commission may require. Each commissioner, and each 
alternate, when serving in the place and stead of a 
commissioner, shall be entitled to be reimbursed by the 
Commission for expenses actually incurred in attending 
Commission meetings or while engaged in the business 
of the Commission. 

(b) The commissioners shall be entitled to one vote 
each on the Commission. No action of the Commission 
shall be binding unless taken at a meeting at which a 
majority of the total number of votes on the Commis­
sion are cast in favor thereof. Action of the Commission 
shall be only at a meeting at which a majority of the 
commissioners, or their alternates, are present. 

(c) The Commission shall have a seal. 
(d) The Commission shall elect annually, from among 

its members, a chairman, a vice chairman and a trea­
surer. The Commission may appoint an Executive Di­
rector and fix his duties and compensation. Such 
Executive Director shall serve at the pleasure of the 
Commission, and together with the Treasurer shall be 
bonded in such amount as the Commission shall deter­
mine. The Executive Director also shall serve as secre­
tary. If there be no Executive Director, the Commission 
shall elect a Secretary in addition to the other officers 
provided by this subdivision. 

(e) Irrespective of the civil service, personnel or other 
merit system laws of any of the party states, the Execu­
tive Director with the approval of the Commission, or 
the Commission if there be no Executive Director, shall 
appoint, remove or discharge such personnel as may be 
necessary for the performance of the Commission's 
functions, and shall fix the duties and compensation of 
such personnel. 

(f) The Commission may establish and maintain in­
dependently or in conjunction with any one or more of 
the party states, a suitable retirement system for its full 
time employees. Employees of the Commission shall be 
eligible for social security coverage in respect of old age 
and survivor's insurance provided that the Commission 
takes such steps as may be necessary pursuant to the 
laws of the United States, to participate in such pro­
gram of insurance as a governmental agency or unit. 
The Commission may establish and maintain or partic­
ipate in such additional programs of employee benefits 
as may be appropriate. 

(g) The Commission may borrow, accept or contract 
for the services of personnel from any party state, the 
United States, or any subdivision or agency of the 
aforementioned governments, or from any agency of 
two or more of the party states or their subdivisions. 

(h) The Commission may accept for any of its pur­
poses and functions under this compact any and all do­
nations, and grants of money, equipment, supplies, 
materials, and services, conditional or otherwise, from 
any state, the United States, or any other governmental 
agency and may receive, utilize, and dispose of the 
same. 

(i) The Commission may establish and maintain such 
facilities as may be necessary for the transacting of its 
business. The Commission may acquire, hold, and con­
vey real and personal property and any interest therein. 
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Q) The Commission shall adopt bylaws for the con­
duct of its business and shall have the power to amend 
and rescind these bylaws. The Commission shall pub­
lish its bylaws in convenient form and shall file a copy 
thereof and a copy of any amendment thereto, with the 
appropriate agency or officer in each of the party states. 
The bylaws shall provide for appropriate notice to the 
commissioners of all Commission meetings and hear­
ings and the business to be transacted at such meetings 
or hearings. Such notice shall also be given to such 
agencies or officers of each party state as the laws of 
such party state may provide. 

(k) The Commission annually shall make to the 
governor and legislature of each party state a report 
covering the activities of the Commission for the pre­
ceding year, and embodying such recommendations as 
may have been issued by the Commission. The Com­
mission may make such additional reports as it may 
deem desirable. 

ARTICLE IV--Research and Testing 

The Commission shall have power to : 
(a) Collect, correlate, analyze and evaluate informa­

tion resulting or derivable from research and testing ac­
tivities in equipment and related fields. 

(b) Recommend and encourage the undertaking of 
research and testing in any aspect of equipment or re­
lated matters when, in its judgment, appropriate or suf­
ficient research or testing has not been undertaken. 

(c) Contract for such equipment research and testing 
as one or more governmental agencies may agree to 
have contracted for by the Commission, provided that 
such governmental agency or agencies shall make avail­
able the funds necessary for such research and testing. 

(d) Recommend to the party states changes in law or 
policy with emphasis on uniformity of laws and admin­
istrative rules, regulations or codes which would pro­
mote effective governmental action or coordination in 
the prevention of equipment-related highway accidents 
or the mitigation of equipment-related highway safety 
problems. 

ARTICLE V--Vehicular Equipment 

(a) In the interest of vehicular and public safety, the 
Commission may study the need for or desirability of 
the establishment of or changes in performance re­
quirements or restrictions for any item of equipment. 
As a result of such study, the Commission may publish 
a report relating to any item or items of equipment, and 
the issuance of such a report shall be a condition 
precedent to any proceedings or other action provided 
or authorized by this Article. No less than sixty days 
after the publication of a report containing the results 
of such study, the Commission upon due notice shall 
hold a hearing or hearings at such place or places as it 
may determine. 

(b) Following the hearing or hearings provided for in 
subdivision (a) of this Article, and with due regard for 
standards recommended by appropriate professional 
and technical associations and agencies, the Commis­
sion may issue rules, regulations or codes embodying 
performance requirements or restrictions for any item 

or items of equipment covered in the report, which in 
the opinion of the Commission will be fair and equita­
ble and effectuate the purposes of this compact. 

(c) Each party state obligates itself to give due con­
sideration to any and all rules, regulations and codes 
issued by the Commission and hereby declares its poli­
cy and intent to be the promotion of uniformity in the 
laws of the several party states relating to equipment. 

(d) The Commission shall send prompt notice of its 
action in issuing any rule, regulation or code pursuant 
to this Article to the appropriate motor vehicle agency 
of each party state and such notice shall contain the 
complete text of the rule, regulation or code. 

(e) If the constitution of a party state requires, or if 
its statutes provide, the approval of the legislature by 
appropriate resolution or act may be made a condition 
precedent to the taking effect in such party state of any 
rule, regulation or code. In such event, the commission­
er of such party state shall submit any Commission 
rule, regulation or code to the legislature as promptly as 
may be in lieu of administrative acceptance or rejection 
thereof by the party state. 

(f) Except as otherwise specifically provided in or 
pursuant to subdivisions (e) and (g) of this Article, the 
appropriate motor vehicle agency of a party state shall 
in accordance with its constitution or procedural laws 
adopt the rule, regulation or code within six months of 
the sending of the notice, and, upon such adoption, the 
rule, regulation or code shall have the force ·and effect 
of law therein. 

(g) The appropriate motor vehicle agency of a party 
state may decline to adopt a rule, regulation or code is­
sued by the Commission pursuant to this Article if such 
agency specifically finds, after public hearing on due 
notice, that a variation from the Commission's  rule, 
regulation or code is necessary to the public safety, and 
incorporates in such finding the reasons upon which it 
is based. Any such finding shall be subject to review by 
such procedure for review of administrative determina­
tions as may be applicable pursuant to the laws of the 
party state. Upon request, the Commission shall be fur­
nished with a copy of the transcript of any hearings 
held pursuant to this subdivision. 

ARTICLE VI--Finance 

(a) The Commission shall submit to the executive 
head or designated officer or officers of each party state 
a budget of its estimated expenditures for such period 
as may be required by the laws of that party state for 
presentation to the legislature thereof. 

(b) Each of the Commission's budgets of estimated 
expenditures shall contain specific recommendations of 
the amount or amounts to be appropriated by each of 
the party states. The total amount of appropriations 
under any such budget shall be apportioned among the 
party states as follows: one-third in equal shares; and 
the remainder in proportion to the number of motor 
vehicles registered in each party state. In determining 
the number of such registrations, the Commission may 
employ such source or sources of information as, in its 
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jud�ment present the most equitable and accurate com­
p_ansons among the party states. Each of the Commis­
SIOn' s  budgets of estimated expenditures and requests 
for appropriations shall indicate the source or sources 
used in obtaining information concerning vehicular 
registrations. 

(c) The Commission shall not pledge the credit of any 
party state. The Commission may meet any of its obli­
gations in whole or in part with funds available to it 
under Article III  (h) of this compact, provided that the 
Commission takes specific action setting aside such 
funds prior to incurring any obligation to be met in 
whole or in part in such manner. Except where the 
Commission makes use of funds available to it under 
Article III  (h) hereof, the Commission shall not incur 
any obligation prior to the allotment of funds by the 
party states adequate to meet the same. 

(d) The Commission shall keep accurate accounts of 
all receipts and disbursements. The receipts and dis­
bursements of the Commission shall be subject to the 
audit and accounting procedures established under its 
rules. However, all receipts and disbursements of funds 
handled by the Commission shall be audited yearly by 
a qualified public accountant and the report of the au­
dit shall be included in and become part of the annual 
reports of the Commission. 

(e) The accounts of the Commission shall be open at 
any reasonable time for inspection by duly constituted 
officers of the party states and by any persons author­
ized by the Commission. 

(f) Nothing contained herein shall be construed to 
prevent Commission compliance with laws relating to 
audit or inspection of accounts by or on behalf of any 
government contributing to the support of the 
Commission. 

ARTICLE VII-Conflict of Interest 

(a) The Commission shall adopt rules and regulations 
with respect to conflict of interest for the commissioners 
of the party states, and their alternates, if any, and for 
the staff of the Commission and contractors with the 
Commission to the end that no member or employee or 
contractor shall have a pecuniary or other incompatible 
interest in the manufacture, sale or distribution of mo­
tor vehicles or vehicular equipment or in any facility or 
enterprise employed by the Commission or on its behalf 
for testing, conduct of investigations or research. In ad­
dition to any penalty for violation of such rules and 
regulations as may be applicable under the laws of the 
violator's jurisdiction of residence, employment or busi­
ness, any violation of a Commission rule or regulation 
adopted pursuant to this Article shall require the im­
mediate discharge of any violating employee and the 
immediate vacating of membership, or relinquishing of 
status as a member on the Commission by any com­
missioner or alternate. In the case of a contractor, any 
violation of any such rule or regulation shall make any 
contract of the violator with the Commission subject to 
cancellation by the Commission. 

(b) Nothing contained in this Article shall be deemed 
to prevent a contractor for the Commission from using 
any facilities subject to his control in the performance 

(Title 46--p 921 

of the contract even though such facilities are not de­
voted solely to work of or done on behalf of the Com­
mission ; nor to prevent such a contractor from 
receiving remuneration or profit from the use of such 
facilities. 

ARTICLE VIII--Advisory and Technical 
Committees 

The Commission may establish such advisory and 
technical committees as it may deem necessary, mem­
bership on which may include private citizens and pub­
lic officials, and may cooperate with and use the 
services of any such committees and the organizations 
which the members represent in furthering any of its 
activities. 

ARTICLE IX--Entry Into Force and Withdrawal 

(a) This compact shall enter into force when enacted 
into law by any six or more states. Thereafter, this 
compact shall become effective as to any other state 
upon its enactment thereof. 

(b) Any party state may withdraw from this compact 
by enacting a statute repealing the same, but no such 
withdrawal shall take effect until one year after the ex­
ecutive head of the withdrawing state has given notice 
in writing of the withdrawal to the executive heads of 
all other party states. No withdrawal shall affect any li­
ability already incurred by or chargeable to a party 
state prior to the time of such withdrawal. 

ARTICLE X--Construction and Severability 

This compact shall be liberally construed so as to ef­
fectuate the purposes thereof. The provisions of this 
compact shall be severable and if any phrase, clause, 
sentence or provision of this compact is declared to be 
contrary to the Constitution of any state or of the 
United States or the applicability thereof to any gov­
ernment, agency, person or circumstance is held invalid, 
the validity of the remainder of this compact and the 
applicability thereof to any government, agency, person 
or circumstance shall not be affected thereby. If this 
compact shall be held contrary to the constitution of 
any state participating herein, the compact shall remain 
in full force and effect as to the remaining party states 
and in full force and effect as to the state affected as to 
all severable matters. [ 1963 c 204 § 1 .] 

4638.020 Legislative findings. The legislature finds 
that: 

( I )  The public safety necessitates the continuous de­
velopment, modernization and implementation of 
standards and requirements of law relating to vehicle 
equipment, in accordance with expert knowledge and 
opinion. 

(2) The public safety further requires that such 
standards and requirements be uniform from jurisdic­
tion to jurisdiction, except to the extent that specific 
and compelling evidence supports variation. 

(3) The state commission on equipment, acting upon 
recommendations of the vehicle equipment safety com­
mission and pursuant to the vehicle equipment safety 
compact provides a just, equitable and orderly means of 
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promoting the public safety in the manner and within 
the scope contemplated by this chapter. [ 1 963 c 204 § 
2.) 

46.38.030 Rules, etc., of vehicle safety equipment 
commission not effective until approved by legislature. 
Pursuant to Article V(e) of the vehicle equipment safety 
compact it is the intention of this state and it is hereby 
provided that any rule, regulation, or code issued by the 
vehicle equipment safety commission in accordance 
with Article V of the compact shall take effect when is­
sued in accordance with the Administrative Procedure 
Act by the state commission on equipment. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 
145 § 57; 1 963 c 204 § 3.) 

Severability--1967 ex.s. c 145: See RCW 47.98.043. 

46.38.040 Appointment of commissioner and alter­
nate commissioner. The commissioner of this state on 
the vehicle equipment safety commission shall be ap­
pointed by the members of the state commission on 
equipment to serve at their pleasure. The members of 
the state commission on equipment may also designate 
an alternate commissioner to serve whenever the com­
missioner of this state is unable to participate on the 
vehicle equipment safety commission. Subject to the 
provisions of the compact and bylaws of the vehicle 
equipment safety commission, the authority and re­
sponsibilities of such alternate shall be as determined 
by the state commission on equipment. [ 1 963 c 204 § 4.) 

46.38.050 Cooperation of state agencies with vehicle 
equipment safety commission. Within appropriations 
available therefor, the departments, agencies and offi­
cers of the government of this state may cooperate with 
and assist the vehicle equipment safety commission 
within the scope contemplated by Article III(h) of the 
compact. The departments, agencies and officers of the 
government of this state are authorized generally to co­
operate with said commission. [ 1 963 c 204 § 5.] 

46.38.060 State officers for the filing of documents 
and receipt of notices. Filing of documents as required 
by Article 1110) of the compact shall be with the secre­
tary of the state commission on equipment. Any and all 
notices required by commission bylaws to be given 
pursuant to Article 1110) of the compact shall be given 
to the commissioner of this state, his alternate, if any, 
and the secretary of the state commission on equip­
ment. [ 1 963 c 204 § 6.) 

46.38.070 Vehicle equipment safety CODliDISSIOn to 
submit budgets to budget director. Pursuant to Article 
VI(a) of the compact, the vehicle equipment safety 
commission shall submit its budgets to the budget di­
rector. [ 1 963 c 204 § 7.) 

46.38.080 State auditor to inspect accounts of vehicle 
equipment safety commission. Pursuant to Article Vl(e) 
of the compact, the state auditor is hereby empowered 
and authorized to inspect the accounts of the vehicle 
equipment safety commission. [ 1 963 c 204 § 8.] 

46.38.090 Withdrawal from compact, "executive 
head" defined. The term "executive head" as used in 
Article IX(b) of the compact shall, with reference to this 
state, mean the governor. [ 1 963 c 204 § 9.] 
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Chapter 46.44 
SIZE, WEIGHT, LOAD 

Outside width limit. 
Maximum height--Impaired clearance signs. 
Maximum lengths. 
Maximum lengths--Front and rear protrusions. 
Combination of units--Limitation. 
Combination of units--Lawful operations---Special 

permits. 
Width, height, length and combinations restrictions--

Special permits to exceed authorized. 
Maximum gross weights--Axle factor. 
Maximum gross weights--Tire factor. 
Maximum gross weights--Wheelbase factor. 
Maximum gross weights-Penalties for violations. 
Excess weight--Discretion of arresting officer. 
Excess weight-Logging trucks---Special per-

mits--County or city permits--Fees--Discre­
tion of arresting officer. 

Effect of weight on highways--Study authorized. 
Minimum length of wheelbase. 
Outside load limits for passenger vehicles. 
Drawbar requirements--Trailer whipping or weav-

ing--Towing flag. 
Local regulations--State highway regulations. 
Special permits for oversize or overweight movements. 
Special permits for oversize or overweight move-

ments--Gross weight limit. 
Special permits for oversize or overweight move­

ments--Overall width limits--Application for 
permit. 

Special permits for oversize or overweight move­
ments--Discretion of issuer--Conditions. 

Special permits for oversize or overweight move­
ments--Fees. 

Special permits for oversize or overweight move­
ments--Additional gross load--Fees. 

Special permits for oversize or overweight move­
ments--Determining fee--To whom paid 

Special permits for oversize or overweight move­
ments--Misrepresentation and violations--Penal­
ty--Display of special permit--Cancellation-­
Time limitation on issuance of new permit. 

Special permits for operation of oversize and overweight 
vehicles on interstate system and state highways-­
Conditions and limitations--Eligibility--Excep­
tions--Fees. 

Special permits for operation of oversize and overweight 
vehicles on interstate system and state highways-­
Violation of permit conditions--Confiscation-­
Hearing. 

Enforcement-Weighing and lightening. 
Liability for damage to highways, bridges, etc. 
Liability of owner, others, for violations. 
Farm implements--Gross weight limitation except­

ion--Penalty. 
Farm implements--Special permits--Penalty. 

Auto transportation companies: Chapter 81.68 RCW. 

46.44.01 0  Outside width limit. The total outside 
width of any vehicle or load thereon shall not exceed 
eight feet: Provided, That in any instance where it is 
necessary to extend a rear vision mirror beyond the ex­
treme left or right of the body the same may be done 
despite the fact that this results in a width in excess of 
eight feet, but no rear vision mirror shall extend more 
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than five inches beyond the extreme limits of the body: 
Provided further, That in those instances where it is 
necessary to install fenders on the rear wheels of vehi­
cles to reduce wheel spray the same may be done de­
spite the fact that this results in a width in excess of 
eight feet providing such fenders are made of rubber 
and do not extend more than two inches beyond either 
side of the body: And provided further, That a toler­
ance of two inches in width will be allowed on the tires 
of all vehicles where such overwidth is due entirely to 
the expansion of the tires : Provided further, however, 
That safety appliances such as clearance lights, rub 
rails, binder chains and appurtenances such as door 
handles, door hinges and turning signal brackets, may 
extend beyond the extreme left or right of the body de­
spite the fact that this results in a width in excess of 
eight feet but no appliances or appurtenances can ex­
tend more than two inches beyond the extreme limits of 
the body. [ 1 96 1 c 1 2  § 46.44.01 0. Prior: 1 947 c 200 § 4; 
1 937 c 1 89 § 47; Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 636�7; 1 923 c 
1 8 1  § 4, part; RRS § 6362-8, part.] 

46.44.020 Maximum height--Impaired clearance 
signs. I t  shall be unlawful for any vehicle unladen or 
with load to exceed a height of thirteen feet and six 
inches above the level surface upon which the vehicle 
stands: Provided, That automobile transporters and 
boat transporters shall not exceed fourteen feet and that 
these height limitations shall not apply to authorized 
emergency vehicles or repair equipment of a public 
utility engaged in reasonably necessary operation. The 
provisions of this section shall not relieve the owner or 
operator of a vehicle or combination of vehicles from 
the exercise of due care in determining that sufficient 
vertical clearance is provided upon the public highways 
where such vehicle or combination of vehicles is being 
operated; and no liability shall attach to the state or to 
any county, city, town or other political subdivision by 
reason of any damage or injury to persons or property 
by reason of the existence of any structure over or 
across any public highway where the vertical clearance 
above the roadway is thirteen feet six inches or more; 
or, where such vertical clearance is less than thirteen 
feet six inches, if impaired clearance signs of a design 
approved by the Washington state highway commission 
are erected and maintained on the right side of any 
such public highway: In cities and towns at a distance 
of not less than two hundred feet and not more than 
three hundred feet; and in rural areas at a distance of 
not less than three hundred fifty feet and not more than 
five hundred feet, from each side of such structure. If 
any structure over or across any public highway is not 
owned by the state or by a county, city, town or other 
political subdivision, it shall be the duty of the owner 
thereof when billed therefor to reimburse the 
Washington state highway commission or the county, 
city, town or other political subdivision having jurisdic­
tion over such highway for the actual cost of erecting 
and maintaining such impaired clearance signs, but no 
liability shall attach to such owner by reason of any 
damage or injury to persons or property caused by im­
paired vertical clearance above the roadway. [ 197 1  ex.s. 
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c 248 § 1 ;  1 965 c 43 § I ;  I 96 I  c I 2  § 46.44.020. Prior: 
I 959 c 3 1 9  § 26; 1 955 c 384 § I ; 1 953 c 1 25 § 1 ;  1 95 I  c 
269 § 20; 1937 c I 89 § 48 ; RRS § 636�8.] 

46.44.030 Maximum lengths. It is unlawful for any 
person to operate upon the public highways of this state 
any vehicle other than a municipal transit vehicle hav­
ing an overall length, with or without load, in excess of 
thirty-five feet, except that an auto stage shall not ex­
ceed an overall length, inclusive of front and rear 
bumpers, of forty feet, but the operation of any such 
auto stage upon the public highways shall be limited as 
determined by the state highway commission. 

It is unlawful for any person to operate on the high­
ways of this state any combination of vehicles which 
contains a vehicle of which the permanent structure is 
in excess of forty-five feet. 

I t  is unlawful for any person to operate upon the 
public highways of this state any combin�tio� cons�st­
ing of a nonstinger steered tractor and sem1tra1ler whtch 
has an overall length in excess of sixty-five feet. 

It is unlawful for any person to operate on the high­
ways of this state any combination consisting of a truck 
and trailer, or any lawful combination of three vehicles, 
with an overall length, with or without load, in excess of 
sixty-five feet, or a combination consisting of a tractor 
and a stinger steered semitrailer which has an overall 
length in excess of sixty-five feet without load or in ex­
cess of seventy feet with load. 

"Stinger steered" as used in this section shall mean a 
tractor and semitrailer combination which has the cou­
pling connecting the semitrailer to the tractor located to 
the rear of the center line of the rear axle of the tractor. 

These length limitations shall not apply to vehicles 
transporting poles, pipe, machinery or other objects of a 
structural nature which cannot be dismembered and 
operated by a public utility when required for emergen­
cy repair of public service facilities or properties but in 
respect to night transportation every such vehicle and 
load thereon shall be equipped with a sufficient number 
of clearance lamps on both sides and marker lamps 
upon the extreme ends of any projecting load to clearly 
mark the dimensions of such load. [ 1 974 1 st ex.s. c 76 § 
2 ;  1 97 1  ex.s. c 248 § 2; 1 967 ex.s. c 1 45 § 6 1 ; 1 963 ex.s. 
c 3 § 52; 196 1  ex.s. c 2 1  § 36; 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.44.030. 
Prior : 1 959 c 3 19 § 25 ; 1 957 c 273 § 14;  1 95 1  c 269 § 
22; prior: 1 949 c 22 1 § I ,  part; 1 947 c 200 § 5, part; 
1 94 1  c 1 16 § 1 ,  part; 1 937 c 1 89 § 49, part; Rem. Supp. 
1 949 § 636�9, part.] 

Severability-1967 ex.s. c 145: RCW 47.98.043. 

46.44.034 Maximum lengths--Front and rear pro­
trusions. The load, or any portion of any vehicle, oper­
ated alone upon the public highway of this state, or the 
load, or any portion of the front vehicle of a combina­
tion of vehicles, shall not extend more than three feet 
beyond the front wheels of such vehicle, or the front 
bumper, if equipped with front bumper. 

No vehicle shall be operated upon the public high­
ways with any part of the permanent structure or load 
extending in excess of fifteen feet beyond the center of 
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the last axle of such vehicle. [ 1 961  c 12 § 46.44.034. Pri­
or: 1957 c 273 § 1 5 ;  195 1  c 269 § 24; prior: 1949 c 22 1 
§ 1, part; 1947 c 200 § 5, part; 194 1  c 1 16 § I ,  part; 
1937 c 1 89 § 49, part; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6360-49, 
part.] 

46.44.036 Combination of units-Limitation. Ex­
cept as provided in RCW 46.44.037, it is unlawful for 
any person to operate upon the public highways of this 
state any combination of vehicles consisting of more 
than two vehicles. For the purposes of this section a 
truck tractor-semitrailer and/or pole trailer combina­
tion will be considered as two vehicles but the addition 
of another axle to the tractor of a truck tractor-semi­
trailer and/or pole trailer combination in such a way 
that it supports a proportional share of the load of the 
semitrailer and/ or pole trailer shall not be deemed a 
separate vehicle but for all purposes shall be considered 
a part of the truck tractor. For the purposes of this sec­
tion a converter gear used in converting a semitrailer to 
a full trailer shall not be deemed a separate vehicle but 
for all purposes shall be considered a part of the trailer. 
[ 1961 c 12  § 46.44.036. Prior : 1 955 c 384 § 2; 1951  c 269 
§ 23 ; prior: 1949 c 22 1 § I ,  part; 1947 c 200 § 5, part; 
1941 c 1 16 § I ,  part; 1937 c 1 89 § 49, part; Rem. Supp. 
1949 § 6360-49, part.] 

46.44.037 Combination of units--Lawful opera­
tions-Special permits. Notwithstanding the provi­
sions of RCW 46.44.036 and subject to such rules and 
regulations governing their operation as may be adopt­
ed by the state highway commission operation of the 
following combinations shall be lawful : 

( 1 )  A combination consisting of a truck tractor, a 
semitrailer, and a full trailer. In this connection a con­
verter gear used to convert a semitrailer into a full 
trailer shall be considered to be a part of the full trailer 
and not a separate vehicle. A converter gear being 
pulled without load and not used to convert a semi­
trailer into a full trailer may be substituted in lieu of a 
full trailer or a semitrailer in any lawful combination. 

(2) A combination consisting of three trucks or truck 
tractors used in driveaway service where two of the ve­
hicles are towed by the third in double saddlemount 
position. 

A combination consisting of a truck tractor, a semi­
tra�ler, and a full trailer when licensed for a total gross 
weight of seventy-two thousand pounds may be entitled 
to either an annual or temporary special permit autho­
rizing the combination to carry not more than four 
thousand pounds of gross weight in excess of the maxi­
mum allowed in RCW 46.44.044 upon the payment of 
the fees set fo�th in RCW 46.44.095 and on such high­
ways and subject to such terms and conditions as the 
state hig��ay commission shall prescribe pursuant to 
the provlSlons of RCW 46.44.095: Provided, That any 
state patr?l o�ce� who shall find any person operating 
a vehicle m vwlatlon of the conditions of a special per­
m�t issued under t�is section may confiscate such per­
rut

_ 
and forward �t to the state highway commission 

which may return 1t to the permittee or revoke, cancel, 
or suspend it. [ 1965 ex.s. c 1 70 § 37; 1963 ex.s. c 3 § 53 ; 

1961 c 12  § 46.44.037. Prior: 1957 c 273 § 16; 1955 c 
384 § 3.] 

46.44.038 Width, height, length and combinations re­
strictions--Special permits to exceed authorized. Sub­
ject to such terms and conditions as it shall consider 
proper and on such highways as it shall deem suitable, 
and when it finds it to be in the public interest, the state 
highway commission may by special permit authorize 
the operation of vehicles and combinations of vehicles 
other than school buses which exceed the restrictions 
set forth in RCW 46.44.0 10, 46.44.020, 46.44.030 and 
46.44.036. The fee for such permits shall be those set 
forth in RCW 46.44.094, as amended. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 145 
§ 62.] 

Severability-1967 ex.s. c 145: See RCW 47.98.043. 

46.44.040 Maximum gross weights--Axle factor. 
( I )  Except as provided in RCW 46.44.047 and 46.44.095 
it is unlawful to operate any vehicle upon the public 
highways with a gross weight including load upon any 
one axle thereof in excess of eighteen thousand pounds: 
Provided, That a tolerance of two thousand pounds 
may be allowed on the rear axle of a two axle garbage 
truck and an additional two thousand pounds tolerance 
may be purchased for a compactor type two axle gar­
bage truck for an amount not to exceed thirty dollars 
per thousand. The axle weight tolerance allowed to a 
garbage truck herein shall not be construed to authorize 
a vehicle gross weight in excess of the weight for which 
the vehicle is licensed pursuant to chapter 46. 16  RCW: 
Provided further, That this tolerance shall not be valid 
or permitted on any part of the federal interstate high­
way system where the maximum single axle load shall 
not exceed eighteen thousand pounds. 

It is unlawful to operate any one axle semitrailer 
upon the public highways with a gross weight including 
load upon such one axle in excess of eighteen thousand 
pounds. 

It is unlawful to operate any truck or truck tractor 
upon the public highways of this state supported upon 
two axles with a gross weight including load in excess of 
thirty-two thousand pounds. 

It is unlawful to operate any semitrailer or pole trailer 
upon the public highway supported upon two axles with 
a gross weight including load in excess of thirty-two 
thousand pounds unless such axles are not less than one 
hundred and two inches apart, in which case, notwith­
standing the provisions of RCW 46.44.045, the allow­
able gross weight including load shall be thirty-six 
thousand pounds. It is unlawful to operate any two axle 
trailer upon the public highways with a gross weight, 
including load, in excess of thirty-six thousand pounds. 

Except as provided in RCW 46.44.095 it is unlawful 
to operate any vehicle upon the public highways sup­
ported upon three axles or more with a gross weight in­
cluding load in excess of forty thousand pounds. 

(2) The maximum axle and gross weight specified in 
subsection ( l )  above are subject to the braking require­
ments set up for the service brakes upon any motor ve­
hicle or combination of vehicles as provided by law. 
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(3) It is unlawful to operate any vehicle upon the 
public highways equipped with two axles spaced less 
than seven feet apart, unless the two axles are so con� 
structed and mounted in such a manner to provide os� 
cillation between the two axles and that either one of 
the two axles will not at any one time carry more than 
the maximum gross weight allowed for one axle or two 
axles specified in subsection ( 1 )  above. [ 1 974 1 st ex.s. c 
86 § 1 ;  1973 1 st ex.s. c 1 50 § 1 ;  1 97 1  ex.s. c 244 § 1 ;  
196 1  c 1 2  § 46.44.040. Prior: 1 957 c 273 § 17 ;  1955 c 
384 § 4; 1 95 1  c 269 § 26; prior: 1949 c 22 1 § 2, part; 
1 947 c 200 § 6, part; 1 941  c 1 1 6 § 2, part; 1 937 c 1 89 § 
50, part; Rem. Supp. 1 949 § 6360-50, part; 1929 c 1 80 § 
3, part; 1927 c 309 § 8, part; 1 923 c 1 8 1  § 4, part; 1 92 1  
c 96 § 20, part; RRS § 6362-8, part.] 

46.44.042 Maximum gross weights-Tire factor. 
Subject to the maximum gross weights specified in sub� 
section ( 1 )  of RCW 46.44.040, it is unlawful to operate 
any vehicle upon the public highways with a gross 
weight, including load, upon any tire concentrated upon 
the surface of the highway in excess of five hundred 
fifty pounds per inch width of such tire, up to a maxi� 
mum width of twelve inches, and for a tire having a 
width of twelve inches or more there shall be allowed a 
twenty percent tolerance above five hundred fifty 
pounds per inch width of such tire. For the purpose of 
this section, the width of tire in case of solid rubber or 
hollow center cushion tires, so long as the use thereof 
may be permitted by the law, shall be measured be� 
tween the flanges of the rim. For the purpose of this 
section, the width of tires in case of pneumatic tires 
shall be the maximum overall normal inflated width as 
stipulated by the manufacturer when inflated to the 
pressure specified and without load thereon. [ 1961 c 1 2  
§ 46.44.042. Prior : 1959 c 3 1 9  § 27 ; 195 1  c 269 § 27; 
prior : 1 949 c 22 1 § 2, part; 1947 c 200 § 6, part; 1941  c 
1 1 6 § 2, part; 1937 c 1 89 § 50, part; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 
6360-50, part; 1 929 c 1 80 § 3, part; 1 927 c 309 § 8, 
part ; 1923 c 1 8 1  § 4, part; 1 92 1  c 96 § 20, part; RRS § 
6362-8, part.] 

46.44.044 Maximum gross weights-Wheelbase 
factor. Subject to the maximum axle and gross weights 
specified in subsection ( 1 )  of RCW 46.44.040, it is un­
lawful to operate any motor vehicle or combination of 
vehicles unless the same comply with both subdivisions 
( 1 )  and (2) of this section. 

( I )  The total gross weight, including load, on any 
group of axles of a vehicle cr combination of vehicles, 
where the distance between the first and last axles of 
any group of axles is eighteen feet or under, shall not 
exceed that set forth in the following table: 

Wheelbase of any 
group of axles 
of a vehicle Allowed load 

or combination in pounds 
of vehicles (feet) on group of axles 

3 feet 6 inches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32,000 
4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32,000 
5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  32,000 
6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  32,000 
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Wheelbase of any 
group of axles 
of a vehicle Allowed load 

or combination in pounds 
of vehicles (feet) on group of axles 

7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  32,000 
8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  32,6 10  
9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33,580 

10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  34,550 
1 1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  35,550 
12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  36,830 
13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  38,350 
14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  39,870 
15 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  41 ,400 
1 6  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  42,930 
1 7  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  44,459 
1 8  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  46,000 

(2) Where the wheelbase of any vehicle or combina­
tion of vehicles is eighteen feet or more, the gross 
weight including load of the vehicle or combination of 
vehicles must not exceed that given for the respective 
distances in the following table: 

Wheelbase of vehicle 
or combination of Allowed load 

vehicles in feet in pounds 
1 8  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  46,000 
1 9  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  47,000 
20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  48,000 
2 1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  49,000 
22 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  50,000 
23 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 1 ,340 
24 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  52,670 
25 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  54,000 
26 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  55, 100 
27 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  56,200 
28 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57,400 
29 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  58,500 
30 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  59,500 
3 1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  60,300 
32 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6 1 , 140 
33 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6 1 ,7 10  
34 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  62,280 
35 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  62,860 
36 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  63,430 
37 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  64,000 
38 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  64,500 
39 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  65,000 
40 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  65,500 
41 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  66,000 
42 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  66,500 
43 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  67,000 
44 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  67,500 
45 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  68,000 
46 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  68,500 
47 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  69,000 
48 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  69,500 
49 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70,000 
50 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70,500 
5 1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 1 ,000 
52 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 1 ,500 
53 or over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  72,000 
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When inches are involved: Under six inches take 
lower; six inches or over take higher. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 

.
46-

.44.044. Prior: 1 953 c 72 § 1 ;  1 95 1  c 269 § 28; pnor: 
1949 c 22 1 § 2, part; 1 947 c 200 § 6, part; 1 94 1  c 1 1 6 § 
2, part; 1 937 c 1 89 § 50, part; Rem. Supp. 1 949 § 
6360--50, part; 1 929 c 1 80 § 3, part; 1 927 c 309 § 8, 
part; 1923 c 1 8 1  § 4, part; 1 92 1  c 96 § 20, part; RRS § 
6362-8, part.] 

46.44.045 Maximum gross weights-Penalties for 
violations. ( 1 )  Any person violating any of the provi­
sions of RCW 46.44.040 through 46.44.044 shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor and upon first conviction 
thereof shall be fined a basic fine of not less than twen­
ty-five dollars nor more than fifty dollars ; upon second 
conviction thereof shall be fined a basic fine of not less 
than fifty dol1ars nor more than one hundred dollars; 
and upon a third or subsequent conviction shall be 
fined a basic fine of not less than one hundred dollars. 

(2) In addition to, but not in lieu of, the above basic 
fines, such person shall be fined two cents per pound 
for each pound of excess weight up to five thousand 
pounds; if such excess weight is five thousand pounds 
and not in excess of ten thousand pounds, the addi­
tional fine shall be three cents per pound for each 
pound of excess weight; and if the excess weight is ten 
thousand pounds or over, the additional fine shall be 
four cents per pound for each pound of excess weight: 
Provided, That upon first conviction, the court in its 
discretion may suspend the additional fine for excess 
weight up to five thousand pounds and for excess 
weight over five thousand pounds may apply the sched­
ule of additional fines as if the excess weight over five 
thousand pounds were the only excess weight, but in no 
case shall the basic fine be suspended. 

(3) The court may suspend the certificate of license 
registration of the vehicle or combination of vehicles 
upon the second conviction for a period of not to ex­
ceed thirty days and the court shall suspend the certifi­
cate of license registration of the vehicle or combination 
of vehicles upon a third or subsequent conviction for a 
period of not less than thirty days. For the purpose of 
this section bail forfeiture shall be given the same effect 
as a conviction. For the purpose of suspension of li­
cense registration conviction or bail forfeiture shall be 
on the same vehicle or combination of vehicles during 
any twelve month period regardless of ownership. 

(4) Any person convicted of violating any posted 
limitations of a highway or section of highway shall be 
fined not less than one hundred dollars and the court 
shall in addition thereto suspend the driver's license for 
not less than thirty days. Whenever the driver's license 
and/ or the certificate of license registration are sus­
pended under the provisions of this section the judge 
shall secure such certificates and immediately forward 
the same to the director with information concerning 
the suspension thereof. 

(5) Any other provision of law to the contrary not­
withstanding, justice courts having venue shall have 
concurrent jurisdiction with the superior courts for the 
imposition of any penalties authorized under this 
section. 

(6) For the purpose of determining additional fines as 
provided by subsection (2), ' 'excess weight" shall mean 
the poundage in excess of the maximum gross weight 
prescribed by RCW 46.44.040 through 46.44.044 plus 
the weights allowed by RCW 46.44.046, 46.44.047, and 
46.44.095. 

(7) The basic fine provided in subsection ( 1) shall be 
distributed as prescribed in RCW 46.68.050: Provided, 
That all fees, fines, forfeitures and penalties collected or 
assessed by a justice court because of the violation of a 
state law shall be remitted as provided in chapter 3.62 
RCW as now exists or is later amended. For the pur­
pose of computing the basic fines and additional fines 
to be imposed under the provisions of subsections ( I )  
and (2) the convictions shall be on the same vehicle or 
combination of vehicles within a twelve months period 
under the same ownership. 

(8) The additional fine for excess poundage provided 
in subsection (2) shall be transmitted by the court to the 
county treasurer and by him transmitted to the state 
treasurer for deposit in the motor vehicle fund: Provid­
ed, That all fees, fines, forfeitures and penalties collect­
ed or assessed by a justice court because of the 
violation of a state law shall be remitted as provided in 
chapter 3.62 RCW as now exists or is later amended. It 
shall then be allocated annually on or before June 30th 
of each year in the amounts prescribed in RCW 46.68-
. 1 00 as now or hereafter amended. [ 1 97 1  c 1 7  § 1 ; 1 969 
ex.s. c 1 99 § 22; 1967 c 32 § 50; 1 96 1  ex.s. c 2 1  § 34; 
1 96 1  c 12 § 46.44.045. Prior: 1 959 c 138 § I ;  1 953 c 254 
§ 2; 1 95 1  c 269 § 29; prior: 1 949 c 221  § 2, part; 1 947 c 
200 § 6, part; 1 94 1  c 1 16 § 2, part; 1 937 c 1 89 § 50, 
part; Rem. Supp. 1 949 § 6360--50, part; 1 929 c 1 80 § 3, 
part; 1 927 c 309 § 8, part; 1 923 c 1 8 1  § 4, part; 1 92 1  c 
96 § 20, part; RRS § 6362-8, part.) 

46.44.046 Excess weight--Discretion of arresting 
officer. In addition to the limitations of RCW 46.44.040 
through 46.44.044, if the gross axle weight is not more 
than five hundred pounds in excess of the maximum 
gross axle weight for one axle, and if the gross weight of 
two axles spaced less than seven feet apart is not more 
than one thousand pounds in excess of the maximum 
gross weight for two axles spaced less than seven feet 
apart, and if the gross weight of any group of axles is 
not more than fifteen hundred pounds in excess of the 
maximum gross weight for any group of axles according 
to the wheelbase spacing of the group of axles as shown 
in the maximum gross load table of RCW 46.44.044 
and if the gross weight of a two-axle vehicle is not more 
than one thousand pounds in excess of the legal gross 
weight for such two-axle vehicle, and if the gross weight 
of a three-axle vehicle is not more than fifteen hundred 
pounds in excess of the maximum legal gross weight for 
such three-axle vehicle, and if the maximum gross 
weight of the combination of vehicles is not more than 
two thousand pounds in excess of the maximum legal 
gross weight of the combination of vehicles, the arrest­
ing officer may, within his discretion, permit the opera­
tor to proceed with his vehicle or vehicles in 
combination without penalty. For the purposes of de­
termining gross weights the actual scale weight taken by 
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the arresting officer shall be pnma facie evidence of 
such total gross weight. 

It being the intention of the legislature to recognize 
that occasional weight discrepancies in cargo will occur, 
and to provide the arresting officer with authority and 
disc�etion to determine the same; but to prevent the 
habitual and consistent loading of vehicles above the 
maximum legal gross weight provided for in RCW 46-
.44.040 through 46.44.044. 

The chief of the state patrol, with the advice of the 
state highway commission, may make reasonable rules 
and regulations to aid in the enforcement of the provi­
sions of this section. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.44.046. Prior: 1 953 
c 254 § 3 ;  1 95 1  c 269 § 30.] 

46.44.047 Excess weight--Logging trucks-Spe­
cial permits-County or city permits--Fees Dis­
cretion of arresting officer. In addition to the limitations 
of RCW 46.44.040, 46.44.042 and 46.44.044, a three­
axle truck tractor and a two--axle pole trailer combina­
tion engaged in the operation of hauling logs, shall have 
an allowable variation in wheelbase length of six feet 
for the distance between the first and last axle of the 
vehicle in combination which has a wheelbase overall 
length of thirty-seven feet or more and upon special 
permit the gross weight of two axles spaced less than 
seven feet apart may exceed by not more than sixteen 
hundred pounds the maximum gross axle weight speci­
fied for two axles spaced less than seven feet apart, be­
ing thirty-two thousand pounds as provided in RCW 
46.44.040, and the gross weight of the combination of 
vehicles may exceed by not more than six thousand 
eight hundred pounds the legal gross weight of the 
combination of vehicles, when licensed as permitted by 
law, for sixty-eight thousand pounds. 

Such additional allowances shall be permitted by a 
special permit to be issued by the state highway com­
mission valid only on state primary or secondary high­
ways authorized by the state highway commission and 
under such rules, regulations, terms and conditions pre­
scribed by the state highway commission. The fee for 
such special permit shall be fifty dollars for a twelve­
month period beginning and ending on April 1st of 
each calendar year. Permits may be issued at any time 
but if issued after July 1 st of any year the fee shall be 
thirty-seven dollars and fifty cents. If issued on or after 
October 1 st th,e fee shall be twenty-five dollars, and if 
issued on or after January 1 st the fee shall be twelve 
dollars and fifty cents. A copy of such special permit 
covering the vehicle involved shall be carried in the cab 
of the vehicle at all times. Upon the third conviction 
within a calendar year for violation of the terms and 
conditions of the special permit, the special permit shall 
be canceled. The vehicle covered by such canceled spe­
cial permit shall not be eligible for a new special permit 
until thirty days after the cancellation of the special 
permit issued to said vehicle. The fee for such renewal 
shall be at the same rate as set forth in this section 
which covers the original issuance of such special per­
mit. Each special permit shall be assigned to a three­
axle truck tractor in combination with a two-axle pole 
trailer and may be transferred upon application to the 
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department of highways with payment of a two dollar 
fee. 

All fees collected hereinabove shall be deposited with 
the state treasurer and credited to the motor vehicle 
fund. 

Permits involving city streets or county roads or us­
ing city streets or county roads to reach or leave state 
highways, authorized for permit by the state highway 
department may be issued by the city or county or 
counties involved. A fee of five dollars for such city or 
county permit may be assessed by the city or by the 
board of county commissioners which shall be deposit­
ed in the city or county road fund. The special permit 
provided for herein shall be known as a "log tolerance 
permit" and shall designate the route or routes to be 
used, which shall first be approved by the city or county 
engineer involved. Authorization of additional route or 
routes may be made at the discretion of the city or 
county by amending the original permit or by issuing a 
new permit. Said permits shall be issued on a yearly 
basis expiring on March 3 1 st of each calendar year. 
Any person, firm or corporation who uses any city 
street or county road for the purpose of transporting 
logs with weights authorized by state highway log toler­
ance permits, to reach or leave a state highway route, 
without first obtaining a city or county permit when re­
quired by the city or board of county commissioners 
shall be subject to the penalties prescribed by RCW 46-
.44.045. For the purpose of determining gross weight 
the actual scale weight taken by the officer shall be pri­
ma facie evidence of such total gross weight. In the 
event the gross weight is in excess of the weight permit­
ted by law, the officer may, within his discretion, permit 
the operator to proceed with his vehicles in 
combination. 

The chief of the state patrol, with the advice of the 
state highway commission, may make reasonable rules 
and regulations to aid in the enforcement of the provi­
sions of this section. [ 1 973 l st ex.s. c 1 50 § 2;  1 97 1  ex.s. 
c 249 § 2; 1 96 1  ex.s. c 2 1  § 35;  1961 c 12 § 46.44.047. 
Prior: 1 955 c 384 § 19 ;  1 953 c 254 § 1 0; 1 95 1  c 269 § 
3 1 .] 

46.44.049 Effect of weight on highways--Study au­
thorized. The highway commission is authorized to 
make and enter into agreements with the federal gov­
ernment or any state or group of states or agencies 
thereof, or any nonprofit association, on a joint or co­
operative basis, to study, analyze or test the effects of 
weight on highway construction. Such studies or tests 
may be made either by designating existing highways or 
the construction of test strips including natural resource 
roads to the end that a proper solution of the many 
problems connected with the imposition on highways of 
motor vehicle weights may be determined. 

Such studies may include the determination of values 
to be assigned various highway-user groups according 
to their gross weight or use. [ 196 1 c 1 2  § 46.44.049. Pri­
or: 1 95 1  c 269 § 47.] 
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46.44.050 Minimum length of wheelbase. It shall be 
unlawful to operate any vehicle with a wheelbase be­
tween any two axles thereof of less than three feet, six 
inches. 

For the purposes of this section, wheelbase shall be 
measured upon a straight line from center to center of 
the vehicle axles designated. [ 1 96 1  c 12 § 46.44.050. Pri­
or: 1941  c 1 16 § 3 ;  1 937 c 1 89 § 5 1 ;  Rem. Supp. 1 94 1  § 
6360--5 1 ;  1929 c 1 80 § 3, part; 1927 c 309 § 8, part; 
1923 c 1 8 1  § 4, part; RRS § 6362-8, part.] 

46.44.060 Outside load limits for passenger veWcles. 
No passenger type vehicle shall be operated on any 
public highway with any load carried thereon extending 
beyond the line of the fenders on the left side of such 
vehicle nor extending more than six inches beyond the 
line of the fenders on the right side thereof. [ 1 96 1  c 12 § 
46.44.060. Prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § 52; RRS § 6360--52; 1 929 
c 180 § 5, part; 1 927 c 309 § 10, part; RRS § 6362-10, 
part.] 

46.44.070 Drawbar requirements--Trailer whip­
ping or weaving-Towing flag. The draw bar or other 
connection between vehicles in combination shall be of 
sufficient strength to hold the weight of the towed vehi­
cle on any grade where operated. No trailer shall whip, 
weave or oscillate or fail to follow substantially in the 
course of the towing vehicle. When a disabled vehicle is 
being towed by means of bar, chain, rope, cable or 
similar means and the distance between the towed ve­
hicle and the towing vehicle exceeds fifteen feet there 
shall be fastened on such connection in approximately 
the center thereof a white flag or cloth not less than 
twelve inches square. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.44.070. Prior: 1 937 
c 189 § 53;  RRS § 6360--53 ;  1929 c 1 80 § 5, part; 1927 c 
309 § 10, part; RRS § 6362-1 0, part; 1 923 c 1 8 1  § 4, 
part.] 

46.44.080 Local regulations-State highway regu­
lations. Local authorities with respect to public high­
ways under their jurisdiction may prohibit the operation 
thereon of motor trucks or other vehicles or may im­
pose limits as to the weight thereof, or any other re­
strictions as may be deemed necessary, whenever any 
such public highway by reason of rain, snow, climatic 
or other conditions, will be seriously damaged or de­
stroyed unless the operation of vehicles thereon be pro­
hibited or restricted or the permissible weights thereof 
reduced: Provided, That whenever a highway has been 
closed generally to vehicles or specified classes of vehi­
cles, local authorities shall by general rule or by special 
permit authorize the operation thereon of school buses, 
�mergency vehicles, and motor trucks transporting per­
Ishable commodities or commodities necessary for the 
health and welfare of local residents under such weight 
and speed restrictions as the local authorities deem 
necessary to protect the highway from undue damage: 
Provided further, That the governing authorities of in­
corporated cities and towns shall not prohibit the use of 
any city street designated by the state highway com­
mission as forming a part of the route of any primary 
state highway through any such incorporated city or 

town by vehicles or any class of vehicles or impose any 
restrictions or reductions in permissible weights unless 
such restriction, limitation, or prohibition, or reduction 
in permissible weights be first approved in writing by 
the highway commission. 

The local authorities imposing any such restrictions 
or limitations, or prohibiting any use or reducing the 
permissible weights shall do so by proper ordinance or 
resolution and shall erect or cause to be erected and 
maintained signs designating the provisions of the ordi­
nance or resolution in each end of the portion of any 
public highway affected thereby, and no such ordinance 
or resolution shall be effective unless and until such 
signs are erected and maintained. 

The highway commission shall have the same au­
thority as hereinabove granted to local authorities to 
prohibit or restrict the operation of vehicles upon state 
highways, which rules shall be administered by the de­
partment of highways. The department of highways 
shall give public notice of closure or restriction. The 
highway commission may further authorize the depart­
ment of highways to issue special permits for the oper­
ation of school buses and motor trucks transporting 
perishable commodities or commodities necessary for 
the health and welfare of local residents under specified 
weight and speed restrictions as may be necessary to 
protect any state highway from undue damage. [ 1 973 
2nd ex.s. c 1 5  § I ;  1 96 1  c 12 § 46.44.080. Prior: 1 937 c 
1 89 § 54; RRS § 6360--54.] 

46.44.090 Special permits for oversize or overweight 
movements. The state highway commission with respect 
to primary and secondary state highways and local au­
thorities with respect to public highways under their ju­
risdiction may, upon application in writing and good 
cause being shown therefor, issue a special permit in 
writing authorizing the applicant to operate or move a 
vehicle or combination of vehicles of a size, weight of 
vehicle or load exceeding the maximum specified in this 
chapter or otherwise not in conformity with the provi­
sions of this chapter upon any public highway under 
the jurisdiction of the authority granting such permit 
and for the maintenance of which such authority is 
responsible. 

No overweight permit shall be issued to any vehicle 
or combination of vehicles unless such vehicle or com­
bination of vehicles is licensed for the maximum gross 
weight allowed by law. [ 196 1 c 12 § 46.44.090. Prior: 
1 95 1  c 269 § 34; prior: 1949 c 22 1 § 3, part; 1 947 c 200 
§ 7, part; 1 945 c 1 77 § I ,  part; 1 937 c 1 89 § 55, part; 
Rem. Supp. 1 949 § 6360--55, part.] 

46.44.091 Special permits for oversize or overweight 
movements--Gross weight limit. No special permit 
shall be issued for movement on any primary or sec­
ondary state highway or route of state primary or sec­
ondary highway within the limits of any city or town 
where the gross weight, including load, exceeds twenty­
two thousand pounds on a single axle or forty-three 
thousand pounds on any group of axles having a 
wheelbase between the first and last axle thereof less 
than ten feet: Provided, That the weight limitations 
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pertaining to single axles may be exceeded to permit the 
movement of equipment operating upon single pneu­
matic tires having a rim width of twenty inches or more 
and a rim diameter of twenty-four inches or more or 
dual pneumatic tires having a rim width of sixteen 
inches or more and a rim diameter of twenty-four 
inches or more: Provided further, That permits may be 
issued for weights in excess of the preceding limitations 
on highways or sections of highways which have been 
designed and constructed for weights in excess of such 
limitations; or these limitations may be rescinded when 
certification is made by military officials or by officials 
of public or private power facilities, when in the opin­
ion of the highway commission such movement or ac­
tion is a necessary movement or action : Provided 
further, That the structures and highway surfa·ces on the 
routes involved are determined to be capable of sus­
taining weights in excess of such limitations. Applica­
tion shall be made in writing on special forms provided 
by the highway commission and shall be submitted at 
least thirty-six hours in advance of the proposed move­
ment. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 28 1 § 30; 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.44.09 1 .  Pri­
or: 1 959 c 3 1 9  § 28; 1 953 c 254 § 12 ;  1 95 1  c 269 § 35;  
prior: 1 949 c 221 § 3, part; 1 947 c 200 § 7, part; 1 945 c 
1 77 § 1 ,  part; 1 937 c 1 89 § 55, part; Rem. Supp. 1 949 § 
6360--55, part.] 

46.44.092 Special permits for oversize or overweight 
movements--Overall width limits--Application for 
permit. No special permit shall be issued for movement 
on any two lane state highway outside the limits of any 
city or town where the overall width of load exceeds 
fourteen feet, or on any multiple lane state highway 
where the overall width of load exceeds thirty-two feet ; 
except that on multiple lane state highways where a 
physical barrier serving as a median divider separates 
the oncoming and opposing traffic lanes, no special 
permit shall be issued for width in excess of twenty feet :  
Provided, That ( 1 )  these width limitations may be ex­
ceeded on state highways where the latest available 
traffic figures show that the highway or section of high­
way carries less than one hundred vehicles per day: 
Provided further, That in the case of buildings, the lim­
itations referred to in this section for movement on any 
two lane state highway other than the national system 
of interstate and defense highways may be exceeded 
under the following conditions :  (a) Uninterrupted ve­
hicular traffic shall be maintained in one direction at all 
times; (b) maximum distance of movement shall not 
exceed five miles; additional contiguous permits shall 
not be issued to exceed the five-mile limit: Provided, 
That when in the opinion of the highway commission a 
hardship would result, this limitation may be exceeded 
upon approval of the commission; (c) prior to issuing a 
permit a qualified highway department employee shall 
make a visual inspection of the building and route in­
volved determining that the conditions listed herein 
shall be complied with and that structures or overhead 
obstructions may be cleared or moved in order to 
maintain a constant and uninterrupted movement; (d) 
special escort or other precautions may be imposed to 
assure movement is made under the safest possible 
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conditions, and the Washington state patrol shall be 
advised when and where the movement is to be made; 
(2) permits may be issued for widths of vehicles in ex­
cess of the preceding limitations on highways or sec­
tions of highways which have been designed and 
constructed for width in excess of such limitations; (3) 
these limitations may be rescinded when certification is 
made by military officials or by officials of public or 
private power facilities, when in the opinion of the 
highway commission, the movement or action is a nec­
essary emergency movement or action: Provided fur­
ther, That the structures and highway surfaces on the 
routes involved are determined to be capable of sus­
taining widths in excess of such limitation; (4) these 
limitations shall not apply to farmers moving farm ma­
chinery between farms during daylight hours if the 
movement does not pass along and upon any primary 
or secondary state highway for a distance greater than 
one hundred miles, if properly patrolled and flagged; 
(5) these limitations shall not apply to movement during 
daylight hours on any two lane state highway where the 
gross weight, including load, does not exceed forty-five 
thousand pounds and the overall width of load does not 
exceed sixteen feet:  Provided, That the minimum and 
maximum speed of such movements, prescribed routes 
of such movements, the times of such movements, limi­
tation upon frequency of trips (which limitation shall be 
not less than one per week), and conditions to assure 
safety of traffic may be prescribed by the highway 
commission or local authority issuing such special 
permit. 

The applicant for any special permit shall specifically 
describe the vehicle or vehicles and load to be operated 
or moved and the particular state highways for which 
permit to operate is requested and whether such permit 
is requested for a single trip or for continuous opera­
tion. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 9 § 1 ;  1 969 ex.s. c 28 1 § 60; 1 965 ex.s. 
c 1 70 § 39; 1 963 ex.s. c 3 § 54; 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.44.092. 
Prior: 1 959 c 3 19 § 29; 1955 c 1 46 § 2 ;  1 95 1  c 269 § 36; 
prior: 1 949 c 22 1 § 3, part; 1 947 c 200 § 7, part; 1945 c 
1 77 § I , part; 1 937 c 1 89 § 55, part; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 
6360--55, part.] 

46.44.093 Special permits for oversize or overweight 
movements-Discretion of issuer-Conditions. The 
highway commission or local authority is authorized to 
issue or withhold such special permit at his or its dis­
cretion; or, if such permit is issued, to limit the number 
of trips, or to establish seasonal or other time limita­
tions within which the vehicle described may be oper­
ated on the public highways indicated, or otherwise to 
limit or prescribe conditions of operation of such vehi­
cle or vehicles when necessary to assure against undue 
damage to the road foundation, surfaces or structures 
or safety of traffic and may require such undertaking or 
other security as may be deemed necessary to compen­
sate for injury to any roadway or road structure. [ 1 96 1  c 
12  § 46.44.093. Prior: 1 95 1  c 69 § 37; prior : 1 949 c 221 
§ 3, part; 1 947 c 200 § 7, part; 1 945 c 1 77 § 1 ,  part; 
1 937 c 1 89 § 55, part; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6360--55, 
part.] 
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46.44.0941 Special permits for oversize or overweight 
movements--Fees. The following fees, in addition to 
the regular license and tonnage fees, shall be paid for 
all movements under special permit made upon state 
highways. All funds collected shall be forwarded to the 
state treasury and shall be deposited in the motor vehi­
cle fund : 

All overlegal loads, except overweight, sin-
gle trip . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 5.00 

Continuous operation of overlegal loads 
having either overwidth or overheight fea­
tures only for a period not to exceed thir-
ty days . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 20.00 

Continuous operations of overlegal loads 
having overlength only for a period not to 
exceed thirty days . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 10.00 

Continuous operation of a vehicle having a 
maximum height not to exceed fourte·en 
feet for a period of one year . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 1 50.00 

Continuous operation of a combination of 
vehicles not to exceed seventy-three feet 
overall length for a period of one year . . . . . .  $ 60.00 

Continuous operation of farm implements under a 
permit issued as authorized by RCW 46.44. 140 by: 

( I )  �armers in the course of farming activi-
ties for any three-month period . . . . . . . . . . $ 10.00 

(2) Farmers in the course of farming activ-
ities for a period not to exceed one year . .  $ 25.00 

(3) Persons engaged in the business of the 
sale, repair or maintenance of such farm 
implements for any three-month period . . .  $ 25.00 

(4) Person� engaged in the business of the 
sale, repair or maintenance of such farm 
implements for a period not to exceed 
one year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 100.00 

Overweight Fee Schedule 

Weight over total registered 
gross weight plus additional 
gross weight purchased under 
provisions of RCW 46.44.095, 
46.44.047, 46.44.037 as now or 
hereafter amended, or any Fee per 
o!her statute authorizing state mile on 
highway commission to issue state 
annual overweight permits. highways 

1- 5,999 pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ .05 
6,000-- 1 1 ,999 pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ . 10 

12,000--1 7,999 pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ . 1 5  
18,000--23,999 pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ .25 
24,000-29,999 pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ .35 
30,000-35,999 pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ .45 
36,000-41 ,999· pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ .60 
42,000-47,999 pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ .75 
48,000-53,999 pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ .90 
54,000-59,999 pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1 .05 
60,000-65,999 pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1 .20 
66,000-7 1 ,999 pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 1 .45 
72,000-77,999 pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 1 .70 
80,000 pounds or more . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 2.00 

Provided: ( 1 )  the minimum fee for any overweight per­
mit shall be $5.00, (2) when computing overweight fees 
which result in an amount less than even dollars the fee 
shall be carried to the next full dollar if fifty cents or 
over and shall be reduced to the next full dollar if for­
ty-nine cents or under. [ 1 973 l st ex.s. c I § 3 ;  1 97 1  ex.s. 
c 148 § 3; 1967 c 1 74 § 8; 1965 c 137 § 2.] 

46.44.095 Special pennits for oversize or overweight 
movements--Additional gross load--Fees. When 
fully licensed to the maximum gross weight permitted 
under RCW 46.44.040, a two-axle truck or a three-axle 
truck operated as a solo unit and not in combination 
shall be eligible to carry gross weight in excess of that 
permitted for such a vehicle in RCW 46.44.040 upon 
the payment to the state highway commission of a fee 
of thirty dollars for each one thousand pounds of excess 
weight: Provided, That the axle loads of such vehicles 
shall not exceed the limits specified in RCW 46.44.040 
and the tire limits specified in RCW 46.44.042 or the 
wheelbase requirements specified in RCW 46.44.044. 

When fully licensed to a minimum gross weight of 
seventy-two thousand pounds a three or more axle 
truck tractor and a three or more axle dromedary truck 
tractor, and a three or more axle truck, when operating 
in combination with another vehicle or vehicles (the li­
censed gross weight of which, if any, shall be included 
when computing the minimum gross weights set forth 
above), shall be eligible under special permits to be is­
s�ed by the state highway commission to carry addi­
tional gross loads beyond the licensed capacity of the 
combination of vehicles upon the payment of a fee 
based upon thirty dollars per year for each one thou­
sand pounds of such additional gross weight but not to 
exceed one hundred and twenty dollars for the total 
additional weight: Provided, That the axle loads of such 
vehicles shall not exceed the limits specified in RCW 
46.44.040 and the tire limits specified in RCW 46.44-
.042: And provided further, That the gross weight of a 
three or more axle truck operated in combination with 
a two or three-axle trailer shall not exceed seventy-six 
thousand pounds, and the gross weight for a three or 
more axle truck tractor operated in combination with a 
semitrailer shall not exceed seventy-three thousand two 
hundred eighty pounds except where the semitrailer is 
eligible to carry a gross load of thirty-six thousand 
pounds pursuant to the provisions of RCW 46.44.040, 
in which event the maximum gross weight of the com­
bination shall not exceed seventy-six thousand pounds. 
The minimum additional tonnage to be purchased pur­
suant to this paragraph for a three or more axle tractor 
to be operated in combination with a semitrailer shall 
be not less than one thousand two hundred and eighty 
pounds. The permits provided for in the two preceding 
paragraphs shall be known as class A additional ton­
nage permits. 

In addition to the gross weight purchased pursuant to 
RC� 

.
46. 16.070, �6. 16. 1_ 1 5, 46.44.037, and the foregoing 

prov1s1ons of th1s sectwn and where, in the case of 
comb.inations of �ehicle�, the maxim�m gross weight 
pe.rnutte� by law, mcludmg the precedmg provisions of 
th1s section, has been purchased, a special permit for 
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a�ditional gross weight may be issued by the state tire limits specified in RCW 46.44.042 shall apply, and 
htghway commission upon the payment of thirty-seven the gross weight on any single axle shall not exceed 
dollars and fifty cents per year for each one thousand twenty thousand pounds and the gross load on any 
pounds of such additional gross weight:  Provided, The group of axles shall not exceed the following table : 

Dis-
tance 

in feet 
between 
the ex-
tremes 
of any 
group Maximum load in pounds 
of 2 carried on any group of 2 

or more or more consecutive axles 
consecu-

tive 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
axles axles axles axles axles axles axles axles axles 

4 34,000 
5 34,000 
6 34,000 
7 34,000 
8 34,000 42,000 
9 39,000 42,500 

1 0  40,000 43,500 
1 1  44,000 
1 2  45,000 50,000 
1 3  45,500 50,500 
1 4  46,500 5 1 ,500 
1 5  47,000 52,000 
16  48,000 52,500 58,000 
1 7  48,500 53,500 58,500 
1 8  49,500 54,000 59,000 
1 9  50,000 54,500 60,000 
20 5 1 ,000 55,500 60,500 66,000 
2 1  5 1 ,500 56,000 6 1 ,000 66,500 
22 52,500 56,500 6 1 ,500 67,000 
23 53,000 57,500 62,500 68,000 
24 54,000 58,000 63,000 68,500 74,000 
25 54,500 58,500 64,500 69,000 74,500 
26 55,500 59,500 65,000 69,500 75,000 
27 56,000 60,000 65,000 70,000 75,500 
28 57,000 60,500 65,500 7 1 ,000 76,500 82,000 
29 57,500 6 1 ,500 66,000 7 1 ,500 77,000 82,500 
30 58,500 62,000 66,500 72,000 77,500 83,000 
3 1  59,000 62,500 67,500 72,500 78,000 83,500 
32 60,000 63,500 68,000 73,000 78,500 84,500 90,000 
33 64,000 68,500 74,000 79,000 85,000 90,500 
34 64,500 69,000 74,500 80,000 85,500 91 ,000 
35 65,500 70,000 75,000 80,500 86,000 9 1 ,500 
36 66,000 70,500 75,500 8 1 ,000 86,500 92,000 
37 66,500 7 1 ,000 76,000 8 1 ,500 87,000 93,000 
38 67,500 72,000 77,000 82,000 87,500 93,500 
39 68,000 72,500 77,500 82,500 88,500 94,000 
40 68,500 73,000 78,000 83,500 89,000 94,500 
4 1  69,500 73,500 78,500 84,000 89,500 95,000 
42 70,000 74,000 79,000 84,500 90,000 95,500 
43 70,500 75,000 80,000 85,000 90,500 96,000 
44 7 1 ,500 75,500 80,500 85,500 9 1 ,000 96,500 
45 72,000 76,000 8 1 ,000 86,000 9 1 ,500 97,500 
46 72,500 76,500 8 1 ,500 87,000 92,500 98,000 

(Title 46---p 1021 



Size, Weight, Load 46.44.096 

Dis-
tance 

in feet 
between 
the ex-
tremes 
of any 
group Maximum load in pounds 
of 2 carried on any group of 2 

or more or more consecutive axles 
consecu-

tive 2 3 4 
axles axles axles axles 

47 73,500 
48 74,000 
49 74,500 
50 75,500 
5 1  76,000 
52 76,500 
53 77,500 
54 78,000 
55 78,500 
56 79,500 
57 80,000 
58 
59 
60 

Permits issued pursuant to the foregoing paragraph 
shall be known as class B additional tonnage permits. 

The special permits provided for in this section shall 
be issued under such rules and regulations and upon 
such terms and conditions as may be prescribed by the 
state highway commission. Such special permits shall 
entitle the permittee to carry such additional load in 
such an amount and upon such highways or sections of 
highways as may be determined by the state highway 
commission to be capable of withstanding such in­
creased gross load without undue injury to the highway: 
Provided, That the permits shall not be valid on any 
highway where the use of such permits would deprive 
this state of federal funds for highway purposes. 

The annual additional tonnage permits provided for 
in this section shall commence on the first of January of 
each year. The permits may be purchased at any time, 
and if they are purchased for less than a full year, the 
fee shall be one-twelfth of the full fee multiplied by the 
number of months, including any fraction thereof, cov­
ered by the permit. When the department issues a du­
plicate permit to replace a lost or destroyed permit and 
where the department transfers a permit from one vehi­
cle to another a fee of five dollars shall be charged for 
each such duplicate issued or each such transfer. The 
state highway commission shall issue such special per­
mits on a temporary basis for periods not less than ten 
days at a fee of one dollar per day in the case of class A 
permits and not less than five days at two dollars per 
day in the case of class B permits. 

The fees levied in RCW 46.44.094 and this section 
shall not apply to any vehicles owned and operated by 
the state of Washington, any county within the state or 

5 6 7 8 9 
axles axles axles axles axles 

77,500 82,000 87,500 93,000 98,500 
78,000 83,000 88,000 93,500 99,000 
78,500 83,500 88,500 94,000 99,500 
79,000 84,000 89,000 94,500 1 00,'000 
80,000 84,500 89,500 95,000 1 00,500 
80,500 85,000 90,500 95,500 1 0 1 ,000 
8 1 ,000 86,000 9 1 ,000 96,500 102,000 
8 1 ,500 86,500 9 1 ,500 97,000 102,500 
82,500 87,500 92,000 97,500 1 03,000 
83,000 87,500 92,500 98,000 1 03,500 
83,500 88,000 93,000 98,500 104,000 
84,000 89,000 94,000 99,000 104,500 
85,000 89,500 94,500 99,500 1 05,000 
85,500 90,000 95,000 100,500 1 05,500 

any city or town or metropolitan municipal corporation 
within the state, or by the federal government. 

In the case of fleets prorating license fees under the 
provisions of chapter 46.85 RCW the fees provided for 
in RCW 46.44.037 and 46.44.095 shall be computed by 
the state highway commission by applying the propor­
tion of the Washington mileage of the fleet in question 
to the total mileage of the fleet as reported pursuant to 
chapter 46.85 RCW to the fees that would be required 
to purchase the additional weight allowance for all eli­
gible vehicles or combinations of vehicles for which the 
extra weight allowance is requested. 

The state highway commission shall prorate the fees 
provided in RCW 46.44.037 and 46.44.095 only if the 
name of the operator or owner is submitted on official 
listings of authorized fleet operators furnished by the 
department of motor vehicles. Listings furnished shall 
also include the percentage of mileage operated in 
Washington, which shall be the same percentage as de­
termined by the department of motor vehicles, for pur­
poses of prorating license fees. [ 1 974 1 st ex.s. c 76 § I ;  
1973 1 st ex.s. c 1 50 § 3 ;  1969 ex.s. c 28 1 § 55 ; 1 967 ex.s. 
c 94 § 1 5 ;  1967 c 32 § 5 1 ;  1965 ex.s. c 1 70 § 38;  196 1  
ex.s. c 7 § 1 5 ;  196 1  c 12 § 46.44.095. Prior: 1 959 c 3 19  § 
3 1 ;  1957 c 273 § 1 8 ;  1955 c 1 85 § 1 ;  1 953 c 254 § 1 3 ;  
195 1  c 269 § 39; prior: 1949 c 22 1 § 3 ,  part; 1 947 c 200 
§ 7, part; 1945 c 177 § 1 ,  part; 1 937 c 1 89 § 55, part; 
Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6360-55, part.] 
Single cab card in lieu of special weight permit: RCW 46.86.040. 

46.44.0% Special permits for oversize or overweight 
movements--Determining fee To whom paid. In 
determining fees according to RCW 46.44.094, mileage 
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on state primary and secondary highways shall be de­
termined from the planning survey records of the de­
partment of highways and the gross weight of the 
vehicle or vehicles, including load, shall be declared by 
the applicant. Overweight on which fees shall be paid 
will be gross loadings in excess of loadings authorized 
by law or axle loadings in excess of loadings authorized 
by law, whichever is the greater. Loads which are over­
weight and oversize shall be charged the fee for the 
overweight permit without additional fees being as­
sessed for the oversize features. 

Fees established in RCW 46.44.094 shall be paid to 
the political body issuing the permit if the entire move­
ment is to be confined to roads, streets or highways for 
which that political body is responsible ; when a move­
ment involves a combination of state highways, county 
roads and/or city streets the fee shall be paid to the 
state highway commission. When a movement is con­
fined within the city limits of a city or town upon city 
streets, including routes of state highways on city 
streets, all fees shall be paid to the city or town involv­
ed. A permit will not be required from city or town au­
thorities for a move involving a combination of city or 
town streets and state highways when the move through 
a city or town is being confined to the route of the state 
highway. When a move involves a combination of 
county roads and city streets the fee shall be paid to the 
county authorities, but the fee shall not be collected nor 
the county permit issued until valid permits are pre­
sented showing the city or town authorities approve of 
the move in question. When the movement involves 
only county roads the fees collected shall be paid to the 
county involved. Fees established shall be paid to the 
political body issuing the permit if the entire use of the 
vehicle during the period covered by the permit shall be 
confined to the roads, streets, or highways for which 
that political body is responsible. 

If, pursuant to RCW 46.44.090, cities or counties is­
sue additional tonnage permits similar to those provid­
ed for issuance by the state highway commission in 
RCW 46.44.095, the state highway commission shall 
authorize the use of such additional tonnage permits on 
state highways subject to the following conditions: 

( 1 )  The owner of the vehicle covered by such permit 
shall establish to the satisfaction of the state highway 
department that the primary use of the vehicle is on the 
streets or roads of the city or county issuing the addi­
tional tonnage permit. 

(2) That the fees paid for such additional tonnage are 
not less than those established in RCW 46.44.095. 

(3) That the city or county issuing such permit shall 
allow the use of permits issued by the state pursuant to 
RCW 46.44.095 on the streets or roads under its 
jurisdiction. 

(4) That all of the provisions of RCW 46.44.040, 46-
.44.042 and 46.44.044 shall be observed. 

When the department of highways is satisfied that the 
above conditions have been complied with the state 
highway departme�t by suitable endor�ement on the 
permit shall authonz

_
e �ts use on sue� highways as the 

state highway comffilsston has authonzed for such per­
mits pursuant to RCW 46.44.095, and all such use of 
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such highways shall be subject to whatever rules and 
regulations the state highway commission has adopted 
for such permits. [ 197 I ex.s. c 248 § 4; I 969 ex.s. c 28 1 § 
3 1 ;  I 96 I  c 1 2  § 46.44.096. Prior: 1955 c 1 85 § 2 ;  l 95 I  c 
269 § 40; prior: 1949 c 22 1 § 3, part ; 1947 c 200 § 7, 
part; 1945 c 1 77 § I ,  part ; 1937 c 1 89 § 55, part; Rem. 
Supp. 1949 § 6360-55, part.] 

Reviser's note: The provisions of RCW 4 1 .44.094 expired July I, 
1 967; later enactment see RCW 46.44.094 1 .  

46.44.097 Special permits for oversize or overweight 
movements--Misrepresentation and violations-­
Penalty--Display of special permit---Cancella­
tion--Time limitation on issuance of new permit. Any 
person who misrepresents the size or weight of any load 
in obtaining a special permit or does not follow the re­
quirements and conditions of the �pe

.
cial permit is guilty 

of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be 
fined not less than fifty dollars or more than one hun­
dred dollars. 

Any person who operates any ve�icle, the gr?ss 
weight of which is in excess of the maXImum for whtch 
such vehicle may be eligible for license, or in excess of 
legal size limitations, without first obtaining a s�e�ial 
permit is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction 
thereof shall be fined not less than one hundred dollars. 

Every special permit issued hereunder shall be carried 
in the vehicle or combination of vehicles to which it re­
fers and shall be open to inspection by any peace officer 
or authorized agent of any authority granting such 
permit. 

Upon the third conviction within a calendar year for 
violation of the requirements and conditions of a spe­
cial permit issued under RCW 46.44.095 as now or 
hereafter amended, the special permit shall be canceled, 
and the canceled conditions of a special permit issued 
permit shall be immediately transmitted by the court or 
the arresting officer to the department of highways, and 
for the purposes of this section bail forfeiture shall be 
considered as a conviction. The vehicle covered by such 
canceled special permit shall not be eligible for a new 
special permit for a period of thirty days. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 
249 § 1 ;  1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.44.097. Prior: 1 957 c 273 § 19; 
1 953 c 254 § 14; 1 95 1  c 269 § 4 1 ; prior: 1 949 c 22 1 § 3, 
part; 1947 c 200 § 7, part; 1945 c 1 77 § I, part; 1937 c 
1 89 § 55, part; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6360-55, part.] 

46.44.098 Special permits for operation of oversize 
and overweight vehicles on interstate system and state 
highways-Conditions and limitations--Eligibili­
ty--Exceptions--Fees. In the event the congress of 
the United States further amends section 1 27, Title 23 
of the United States Code, authorizing increased sizes 
and weights, the Washington state highway commission 
may authorize, by permit, the operation of vehicles and 
combinations of vehicles upon completed portions of 
the interstate highway system and other designated 
state highways as the commission may authorize if de­
termined to be capable of accommodating the increased 
sizes and weights in excess of those prescribed in RCW 
46.44.040 and 46.44.044, or as provided in RCW 46.44-
.010  and 46.44.037. Such permitted increases shall not 
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in any way exceed the federal limits which would jeop­
ardize the state's allotment of federal funds. Permits is­
sued under this provision may be issued upon payment 
of a fee in the amount of sixty dollars per two thousand 
pounds in excess weight per year over and above the 
maximum fees levied in RCW 46.44.037, 46.44.047 and 
46.44.095 relating to permits issued to combinations of 
vehicles. Other vehicles or combinations of vehicles, to 
be eligible for said permit, must be licensed to the max­
imum limits prescribed in RCW 46.44.040. The fees 
provided herein shall be subject to quarterly reduction 
and proration as provided in RCW 46.44.047 and 46-
.44.095. The fees levied in this section shall not apply to 
vehicles owned and operated by the state of 
Washington, any county within the state or any city or 
town within the state, or by the federal government. All 
fees collected shall be deposited in the motor vehicle 
fund. [ 1 965 c 38 § I .] 

46.44.099 Special permits for operation of oversize 
and overweight vehicles on interstate system and state 
highways--Violation of permit conditions-Confis­
cation--Hearing. Any state highway patrol officer 
who shall find any person operating a vehicle or a 
combination of vehicles in violation of the conditions of 
the special permit issued under RCW 46.44.098 may 
confiscate such permit and forward the same to the 
state highway commission which may return it to the 
permittee or revoke, cancel or suspend it without re­
fund. The state highway commission shall keep a record 
of all action taken upon permits so confiscated and if a 
permit shall be returned to the permittee the action 
taken by the commission shall be endorsed thereon. 
Any permittee whose permit is suspended or revoked 
may upon request receive a hearing before the commis­
sion or person designated by the commission. The 
commission after such hearing may reinstate any permit 
or revise its previous action. [ 1 965 c 38 § 2.] 

46.44.100 Enforcement--Weighing and lightening. 
Any police officer is authorized to require the driver of 
any vehicle or combination of vehicles to stop and sub­
mit to a weighing of the same either by means of a 
portable or stationary scale and may require that such 
vehicle be driven to the nearest public scale. 

Whenever a police officer, upon weighing a vehicle 
and load, as above provided, determines that the weight 
is unlawful, such officer may, in addition to any other 
penalty provided, require the driver to stop the vehicle 
in a suitable place and remain standing until such por­
tion of the load is removed as may be necessary to re­
duce the gross weight of such vehicle to such limit as 
permitted under this chapter: Provided, That in the 
event such vehicle is loaded with grain or other perish­
able commodities, the driver shall be permitted to pro­
ceed without removing any of such load, unless the 
gross weight of the vehicle and load exceeds by more 
than ten percent the limit permitted by this chapter. All 
materials unloaded shall be cared for by the owner or 
operator of such vehicle at the risk of such owner or 
operator. 

It shall be unlawful for any driver of a vehicle to fail 
or refuse to stop and submit the vehicle and load to a 
weighing, or to fail or refuse, when directed by an offi­
cer upon a weighing of the vehicle to stop the vehicle 
and otherwise comply with the provisions of this sec­
tion. [ 1 97 1 ex.s. c 148 § 2; 1 967 c 32 § 52; 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 
46.44. 100. Prior : 1 937 c 1 89 § 56; RRS § 6360--56.] 

46.44.1 10 Liability for damage to highways, bridges, 
etc. Any person operating any vehicle or moving any 
object or conveyance upon any public highway in this 
state or upon any bridge or elevated structure which is 
a part of any such public highway shall be liable for all 
damages which said public highway, bridge or elevated 
structure may sustain as a result of any illegal operation 
of such vehicle or the moving of any such object or 
conveyance or as a result of the operation or moving of 
any vehicle, object or conveyance weighing in excess of 
the legal weight limits allowed by law. This section shall 
apply to any person operating any vehicle or moving 
any object or contrivance in any illegal or negligent 
manner or without a special permit as by law provided 
for vehicles, obj ects or contrivances of overweight, 
overwidth, overheight or overlength. Any person opera­
ting any vehicle shall be liable for any damage to any 
public highway, bridge or elevated structure sustained 
as the result of any negligent operation thereof. When 
such operator is not the owner of such vehicle, object or 
contrivance but is so operating or moving the same with 
the express or implied permission of the owner thereof, 
then said owner and the operator shall be jointly and 
severally liable for any such damage. Such damage to 
any state highway or structure may be recovered in a 
civil action instituted in the name of the state of 
Washington by the state highway commission. Any 
measure of damage to any public highway determined 
by the state highway commission by reason of this sec­
tion shall be prima facie the amount of damage caused 
thereby and shall be presumed to be the amount recov­
erable in any civil action therefor. [ 196 1 c 1 2  § 46.44-
. 1 10. Prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § 57; RRS 6360-57.] 

46.44.120 Liability of owner, others, for violations. 
Whenever an act or omission is declared to be unlawful 
in chapter 46.44 RCW, the owner of any motor vehicle 
involved in such act or omission shall be responsible 
therefor. Any person operating such vehicle, and any 
persons knowingly and intentionally participating in 
creating an unlawful condition of use, shall also be 
subject to the penalties provided in this chapter for such 
unlawful act or omission. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 148 § I ; 1 969 
ex.s. c 69 § 1 .] 

46.44.130 Farm implements--Gross weight limita­
tion exception-Penalty. The limitations of RCW 46-
.44.010, 46.44.020 and 46.44.040 shall not apply to the 
movement of farm implements of less than forty-five 
thousand pounds gross weight and a total outside width 
of fourteen feet or less when being moved while pa­
trolled, flagged, lighted, signed and at a time of day in 
accordance with rules hereby authorized to be adopted 
by the highway commission and the statutes. Violation 
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of a
. 

rule adopted by the highway commission as au� 
thonzed by this section or a term of this section is a 
misdemeanor. [ 1 973 t st ex.s. c l § I .] 

46.44.140 Farm implements-Special permits­
Penalty. In addition to any other special permits au� 
thorized by law, special permits may be issued by the 
highway commission for a quarterly or annual period 
upon such terms and conditions as it shall find proper 
for the movement of ( 1 )  farm implements used for the 
cutting or threshing of mature crops; or (2) other farm 
implements as may be identified by rule of the highway 
commission. Any farm implement moved under this 
section must have a gross weight less than forty-five 
thousand pounds and a total outside width of less than 
twenty feet while being moved and such movement 
must be patrolled, flagged, lighted, signed, at a time of 
day and otherwise in accordance with rules hereby au� 
thorized to be adopted by the highway commission for 
the control of such movements. 

Applications for and permits issued under this section 
shall provide for a description of the farm implements 
to be moved, the approximate dates of movement and 
the routes of movement so far as they are reasonably 
known to the applicant at the time of application, but 
the permit shall not be limited to these circumstances 
but shall be general in its application except as limited 
by th� �tatutes and rules adopted by the highway 
commiSSIOn. 

A copy of the governing permit shall be carried on 
the farm implement being moved during the period of 
its movement. The highway commission shall collect a 
fee as provided in RCW 46.44.0941 .  

Violation of a term or condition under which a per� 
mit was issued, or a rule adopted by the highway com� 
mission as authorized by this section or a term of this 
section is a misdemeanor. [ 1973 1 st ex.s. c 1 § 2.] 

Sections 

Chapter 46.48 
SAFETY 

EXPLOSIVES AND FLAMMABLES 
46.48.170 State patrol jurisdiction over safety in transport of dan-

gerous articles--Rules and regulations. 
46.48.175 State patrol jurisdiction over safety in transport of dan-

gerous articles-Violation of rules, misdemeanor. 
46.48. 1 80 State patrol jurisdiction over safety in transport of dan-

gerous articles--Study directed to insure uniformity 
of regulations. 

46.48. 1 90  Advisory committee to be created. 

EXPLOSIVES AND FLAMMABLES 

46.48.170 State patrol jurisdiction over safety in 
transport of dangerous articles--Rules and regulations. 
The Washington state patrol acting by and through the 
chief of the Washington state patrol, together with the 
committee created by RCW 46.48 . 190 shall have juris� 
diction over the safety in the transportation of explo­
sives, flammable materials, corrosives, compressed 
gases, poisons, oxidizing materials and other dangerous 
articles upon the public highways of this state and shall 
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have power to make rules and regulations pertaining 
thereto, sufficient to protect persons and property from 
unreasonable risk of harm or damage. No such rules or 
regulations shall be inconsistent with the rules and reg­
ulations of the interstate commerce commission issued 
under authority of the "Transportation of Explosives 
act" (62 Stat. 738, 1 8  U.S.C.A., pp. 83 1-835). The chief 
of the Washington state patrol shall appoint the neces­
sary qualified personnel to carry out the provisions of 
RCW 46.48. 170 through 46.48 . 1 90. [ 1 96 1  c 12  § 46.48-
. 1 70. Prior: 195 1  c 1 02 § 1 ;  1 949 c 10 1  § I ;  Rem. Supp. 
1949 § 6360-63a.] 

46.48.175 State patrol jurisdiction over safety in 
transport of dangerous articles--Violation of rules, 
misdemeanor. Each violation of any rules and/or regu­
lations made pursuant to RCW 46.48. 1 70 shall be a 
misdemeanor. [ 196 1 c 12 § 46.48. 1 75. Prior: 195 1  c 102 
§ 2.] 

46.48.180 State patrol jurisdiction over safety in 
transport of dangerous articles--Study directed to in­
sure uniformity of regulations. It shall be the duty of the 
Washington state patrol to make a study of the inter­
state commerce commission regulations pertaining to 
the transportation of the materials described in RCW 
46.48. 170, and the laws of this state pertaining to the 
same subject in order that the chief of the Washington 
state patrol may make necessary and proper recom­
mendations to the legislature and state departments 
from time to time to bring about uniformity between 
the laws and regulations of the federal government and 
this state in regard to the transportation of such mate­
rials. [ 196 1 c 12 § 46.48. 1 80. Prior: 1949 c 10 1  § 2; Rem. 
Supp. 1949 § 6360-63b.] 

46.48.190 Advisory committee to be created. The 
chief of the Washington state patrol shall appoint a 
committee to serve in a purely technical advisory ca­
pacity to aid in the study and evaluation of proposed 
regulations concerning safety in the transportation of 
materials described in RCW 46.48 . 1 70. The technical 
advisory committee shall consist of five citizens of the 
state employed in the following designated enterprises: 
One appointed each from the explosive industry, the 
petroleum industry, the chemical industry, the trucking 
mdustry and a representative appointed by the 
Washington state association of fire chiefs. [ 1 96 1  c 12 § 
46.48. 190. Prior: 1949 c 1 0 1  § 3 ;  Rem. Supp. 1949 § 
6360-63c.] 

Chapter 46.52 
ACCIDENTS---REPORTS---ABANDONED 

VEHICLES 
Sections 
46.52.010 
46.52.020 

46.52.030 
46.52.035 

46.52.040 
46.52.050 

Duty on striking unattended car or other property. 
Duty in case of injury to or death of person or damage 

to attended vehicle. 
Accident reports. 
Accident reports---Suspension of license or permit for 

failure to make report. 
Accident reports--Report when operator disabled. 
Coroner's reports to sheriff and state patrol. 



Accidents-Reports--Abandoned Vehicles 46.52.020 

46.52.060 Tabulation and analysis of reports-Availability for 
use. 

46.52.065 Coroners to submit blood samples to state toxicolo­
gist-Analysis-Utilization of reports. 

46.52.070 Police officer's report. 
46.52.080 Confidentiality of reports-Information required to be 

disclosed-Evidence. 
46.52.083 Confidentiality of reports-Availability of factual data 

to interested parties. 
46.52.085 Confidentiality of reports-Fee for written 

information. 
46.52.090 Reports by repairmen, storage men and appraisers­

Violations, penalties. 
46.52.100 Record of traffic charges--Reports of convictions by 

courts-Venue in justice courts-Driving under 
influence of liquor or drugs, penalty. 

46.52. 102 Definitions. 
46.52. 104 Registered owner transferring vehicle relieved of liability 

upon compliance with section. 
46.52.106 Owner of record presumed liable for costs when vehicle 

abandoned-Exception. 
46.52. 108 Appointment of tow truck operator to dispose of vehi­

cles and hulks-Bond---Compliance required. 
46.52. 1 10 Stolen and abandoned vehicles-Reports of---No­

tice-Disposition. 
46.52. 1 1 1  Removal and storage of vehicle or hulk--Lien-

Notices---Contents. 
46.52. 1 12 Sale of unclaimed vehicle or hulk--Procedure-Pro­

ceeds-Deficiency. 
46.52. 1 13 Vehicle left in garage for storage-When deemed 

abandoned--Notices-Disposal. 
46.52. 1 14 Tow truck operator's lien--Unclaimed vehicle deemed 

abandoned. 
46.52. 1 15 Rules and regulations of department of motor vehi­

cles-Establishment. 
46.52. 1 16 City or county ordinances for disposition of abandoned 

vehicles authorized--When vehicles deemed aban­
doned--Procedure. 

46.52. l l7 City or county ordinances for abatement and removal of 
abandoned vehicles or hulks on private property au­
thorized---Contents. 

46.52.l l9 Person owning or in possession of real property may 
have abandoned vehicle removed and impounded­
Report--Lien. 

46.52. 120 Case record of convictions-Cross reference to acci­
dent reports. 

46.52. 130 Abstract of driving record to be furnished insurance 
company, employers---Confidentiality--Fees­
Penalty. 

46.52. 145 Abandoned junk motor vehicles-Definitions. 
46.52. 150 Abandoned junk motor vehicles-Authorizing dispos­

al of---Record--Disposition of moneys from. 
46.52.160 Abandoned junk motor vehicles-Violations constitut­

ing abandoning--Evidence-Penalty. 

Hulk haulers' or scrap processors' licenses: Chapter 46.79 RCW. 
Motor vehicle wreckers: Chapter 46.80 RCW. 

46.52.010 Duty on striking unattended car or other 
property. The operator of any vehicle which collided 
with any other vehicle which is unattended shall imme­
diately stop and shall then and there either locate and 
notify the operator or owner of such vehicle of the 
name and address of the operator and owner of the ve­
hicle striking the unattended vehicle or shall leave in a 
conspicuous place in the vehicle struck a written notice, 
giving the name and address of the operator and of the 
owner of the vehicle striking such other vehicle. 

The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident re­
sulting only in damage to property fixed or placed upon 
or adjacent to any public highway shall take reasonable 
steps to locate and notify the owner or person in charge 
of such property of such fact and of the name and ad­
dress of the operator and owner of the vehicle striking 

such property, or shall leave in a conspicuous place 
upon the property struck a written notice, giving the 
name and address of the operator and of the owner of 
the vehicle so striking the property, and such person 
shall further make report of such accident as in the case 
of other accidents upon the public highways of this 
state. [ 1 96 1  c 12  § 46.52.0 1 0. Prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § 133;  
RRS § 6360- 1 3 3 ;  1 927 c 309 § 50, part; RRS § 
6362-50, part.] 

46.52.020 Duty in case of injury to or death of person 
or damage to attended vehicle. ( 1 )  A driver of any vehi­
cle involved in an accident resulting in the injury to or 
death of any person shall immediately stop such vehicle 
at the scene of such accident or as close thereto as pos­
sible but shall then forthwith return to, and in every 
event remain at, the scene of such accident until he has 
fulfilled the requirements of subdivision (3) of this 
section; 

(2) The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident 
resulting only in damage to a vehicle which is driven or 
attended by any person shall immediatdy stop such ve­
hicle at the scene of such accident or as close thereto as 
possible and shall forthwith return to, and in any event 
shall remain at, the scene of such accident until he has 
fulfilled the requirements of subdivision (3) of this 
section; 

(3) The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident 
resulting in injury to or death of any person or damage 
to any vehicle which is driven or attended by any per­
son shall give his name, address and vehicle license 
number and shall exhibit his vehicle driver's license to 
any person struck or injured or the driver or any occu­
pant of, or any person attending, any such vehicle col­
lided with and shall render to any person injured in 
such accident reasonable assistance, including the car­
rying or the making of arrangements for the carrying of 
such person to a physician or hospital for medical 
treatment if it is apparent that such treatment is neces­
sary or if such carrying is requested by the injured per­
son or on his behalf. Under no circumstances shall the 
rendering of assistance or other compliance with the 
provisions of this subsection be evidence of the liability 
of any driver for such accident; 

(4) Any person failing to stop or to comply with any 
of the requirements of subdivision (3) of this section 
under said circumstances shall, upon conviction, be 
punished by imprisonment for not less than thirty days 
nor more than one year or by a fine of not less than one 
hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars, or 
by both such fine and imprisonment: Provided, That 
this provision shall not apply to any person injured or 
incapacitated by such accident to the extent of being 
physically incapable of complying herewith; 

(5) Upon notice of conviction of any person under 
the provisions of this section, the vehicle driver's license 
of the person so convicted shall be revoked by the di­
rector. [ 1 967 c 32 § 53;  1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.52.020. Prior: 
1 937 c 1 89 § 1 34; RRS § 6360-1 34; 1 927 c 309 § 50, 
part; RRS § 6362-50, part.] 
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46.52.030 Accident reports. The driver of any vehicle 
involved in an accident resulting in injury to or death of 
any person or damage to the property of any one per­
son to an apparent extent of one hundred dollars or 
more, shall, within twenty-four hours after such acci­
dent, make a written report of such accident to the chief 
of police of the city or town if such accident occurred 
within an incorporated city or town or the county sher­
iff or state patrol if such accident occurred outside in­
corporated cities and towns, the original of such report 
to be immediately forwarded by the authority receiving 
such report to the chief of the Washington state patrol 
at Olympia, Washington, and the second copy of such 
report to be forwarded to the department of motor ve­
hicles at Olympia, Washington. The chief of the 
Washington state patrol may require any driver of any 
vehicle involved in an accident, of which report must be 
made as provided in this section, to file supplemental 
reports whenever the original report in his opinion is 
insufficient and may likewise require witnesses of any 
such accident to render reports. For this purpose, the 
chief of the Washington state patrol shall prepare and, 
upon request, supply to any police department, coroner, 
sheriff and any other suitable agency or individual, 
sample forms of accident reports required hereunder, 
which reports shall be upon a form devised by the chief 
of the Washington state patrol and shall call for suffi­
ciently detailed information to disclose all material facts 
with reference to the accident to be reported thereon, 
including the location, the cause, the conditions then 
existing, and the persons and vehicles involved, person­
al injury or death, if any, the amounts of property 
damage claimed, the total number of vehicles involved, 
whether the vehicles were legally parked or moving, and 
whether such vehicles were occupied at the time of the 
accident. Every required accident report shall be made 
on a form prescribed by the chief of the Washington 
state patrol and each authority charged with the duty of 
receiving such reports shall provide sufficient report 
forms in compliance with the form devised. The report 
forms shall be designated so as to provide that a copy 
may be retained by the reporting person. [ 1969 ex.s. c 
40 § 2; 1 967 c 32 § 54; 1965 ex.s. c 1 19 § 1 ;  1961 c 1 2  § 
46.52.030. Prior: 1 943 c 1 54 § 1 ;  1937 c I 89 § 135;  RRS 
§ 6360- 1 35.] 

46.52.035 Accident reports--Suspension of license 
or permit for failure to make report. The director shall 
suspend the license or permit to drive and any nonresi­
dent operating privileges of any person failing to report 
an accident as provided in RCW 46.52.030 until such 
report has been filed. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 19 § 2.] 

46.52.040 Accident reports--Report when operator 
disabled. Whenever the driver of the vehicle involved in 
any accident, concerning which accident report is re­
quired, is physically incapa�le of making the required 
accident report and there IS another occupant other 
than a passenger for hire therein, in the vehicle at the 
time of the accident capable of making a report, such 
occupant shall make or cause to be made such report. 
Upon recovery such driver shall make such report in 
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the manner required by law. [ 1 967 c 32 § 55 ; 1 96 1  c 12 
§ 46.52.040. Prior : 1937 c 1 89 § 1 36;  RRS § 6360-136.) 

46.52.050 Coroner's reports to sheriff and state pa­
trol. Every coroner or other official performing like 
functions shall on or before the tenth day of each 
month, report in writing to the sheriff of the county in 
which he holds office and to the chief of the 
Washington state patrol the death of any person within 
his jurisdiction during the preceding calendar month as 
a result of an accident involving any vehicle, together 
with the circumstances of such accident. [ 1 96 1  c 12 § 
46.52.050. Prior: 1937 c 1 89 § 137;  RRS § 6360-137.] 

46.52.060 Tabulation and analysis of reports­
Availability for use. It shall be the duty of the chief of 
the Washington state patrol to file, tabulate and analyze 
all accident reports and to publish annually, immedi­
ately following the close of each calendar year, and 
monthly during the course of the calendar year, statisti­
cal information based thereon showing the number of 
accidents, the location, the frequency and circumstanc­
es thereof and other statistical information which may 
prove of assistance in determining the cause of vehicu­
lar accidents. 

Such accident reports and analysis or reports thereof 
shall be available to the director of motor vehicles, the 
highway commission, the utilities and transportation 
commission, or their duly authorized representatives, 
for further tabulation and analysis for pertinent data 
relating to the regulation of highway traffic, highway 
construction, vehicle operators and all other purposes, 
and to publish information so derived as may be 
deemed of publication value. [ 1 967 c 32 § 56; 1 961 c 12 
§ 46.52.060. Prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 38 ;  RRS § 6360-138.] 

46.52.065 Coroners to submit blood samples to state 
toxicologist--Analysis-Utilization of reports. Every 
coroner or other official performing like functions shall 
submit to the state toxicologist a blood sample taken 
from all drivers and all pedestrians age fifteen years and 
older who are killed in any traffic accident where the 
death occurred within four hours after the accident. 
Blood samples shall be taken and submitted in the 
manner prescribed by the state toxicologist. The state 
toxicologist shall analyze these blood samples to deter­
mine the concentration of alcohol and, where feasible, 
the presence of drugs or other toxic substances. The re­
ports and records of the state toxicologist relating to 
analyses made pursuant to this section shall be confi­
dential, and shall not be utilized as evidence in any civil 
or criminal action, except that the results of these anal­
yses shall be reported to the state patrol, and may be 
made available to the prosecuting attorney or law en­
forcement agencies having jurisdiction in any case in 
which an autopsy or post mortem is performed. [ 197 1 
ex.s. c 270 § I .] 

46.52.070 Police officer's report. Any police officer 
of the state of Washington or of any county, city, town 
or other political subdivision, present at the scene of 
any accident or in possession of any facts concerning 
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any accident whether by way of official investigation or 
otherwise shall make report thereof in the same manner 
as required of the parties to such accident and as fully 
as the facts in his possession concerning such accident 
will permit. [ 1 967 c 32 § 57; 1 96 1  c 12 § 46.52.070. Pri­
or: 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 39;  RRS § 636� 139.] 

46.52.080 Confidentiality of reports-Information 
required to be disclosed--Evidence. All required acci­
dent reports and supplemental reports and copies 
thereof shall be without prejudice to the individual so 
reporting and shall be for the confidential use of the 
county prosecuting attorney and chief of police or 
county sheriff, as the case may be, and the director of 
motor vehicles and the chief of the Washington state 
patrol, and other officer or commission as authorized by 
law, except that any such officer shall disclose the 
names and addresses of persons reported as involved in 
an accident or as witnesses thereto, the vehicle license 
plate numbers and descriptions of vehicles involved, 
and the date, time and location of an accident, to any 
person who may have a proper interest therein, includ­
ing the driver or drivers involved, or the legal guardian 
thereof, the parent of a minor driver, any person injured 
therein, the owner of vehicles or property damaged 
thereby, or any authorized representative of such an in­
terested party, or the attorney or insurer thereof. No 
such accident report or copy thereof shall be used as 
evidence in any trial, civil or criminal, arising out of an 
accident, except that any officer above named for re­
ceiving accident reports shall furnish, upon demand of 
any person who has, or who claims to have, made such 
a report, .or, upon demand of any court, a certificate 
showing that a specified accident report has or has not 
been made to the chief of the Washington state patrol 
solely to prove a compliance or a failure to comply with 
the requirement that such a report be made in the 
manner required by law. [ 1 967 c 32 § 58;  1 965 ex.s. c 
1 19 § 3 ;  1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.52.080. Prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § 140; 
RRS § 636�140.] 

46.52.083 Confidentiality of reports-Availability 
of factual data to interested parties. All of the factual 
data submitted in report form by the officers, together 
with the signed statements of all witnesses, except the 
reports signed by the drivers involved in the accident, 
shall be made available upon request to the interested 
parties named in RCW 46.52.080. [ 1965 ex.s. c 1 19 § 4.] 

46.52.085 Confidentiality of reports-Fee for writ· 
ten information. Any information authorized for release 
under RCW 46.52.080 and 46.52.083 may be furnished 
in written form for a fee of two dollars. All fees re­
ceived by the Washington state patrol for such copies 
shall be deposited in the motor vehicle fjund. [ 1 97 1 ex.s. 
c 91 § 5; 1 965 ex.s. c 1 1 9 § 5.] 

46.52.090 Reports by repairmen, storage men and 
appraisers-Violations, penalties. Any person, firm, 
corporation or association engaged in the business of 
repair to motor vehicles or any person, firm, corpora­
tion or association which may at any time engage in the 

repair of any motor vehicle or other vehicle owned by 
any other person, firm, corporation, or association, shall 
be and is hereby required to maintain a complete 
record of any and all vehicles repaired, the nature of 
the repair to which indicates the damage or injury could 
have been caused by collision with any person or prop­
erty. Such report shall be made out and kept posted 
currently in duplicate, showing the name of the person 
for whom such repair is done, the date of such repair, 
the motor number of the vehicle if it be a motor vehicle, 
or the serial number of the vehicle if it be a trailer or 
semitrailer, the license number of the vehicle, a brief 
statement of the nature of such repair and the cost 
thereof. Such report should be certified by the person or 
a duly authorized representative of the finn, corporation 
or association performing such repairs, such certifica­
tion stating that the foregoing report is a true and ac­
curate report of all such repairs, performed during the 
period covered by said report and in any wise indicat­
ing that the injury or damage to such vehicle could 
have been caused by collision with any person or prop­
erty. Any person, firm, corporation or association fail­
ing to submit such report shall be guilty of a gross 
misdemeanor and any person certifying to any such re­
port containing fraudulent or untrue information or 
omitting any required information in any material re­
spect shall be guilty of forgery. Such report shall be 
submitted on Monday of each week for the preceding 
calendar week, to the local authority to whom accident 
reports are required to be made. When such local au­
thority shall have checked such reports for their own 
informational purposes, such reports shall be forwarded 
to the chief of the Washington state patrol, and such 
reports shall be forwarded within a period of ten days 
from the date of submission to such local authority. The 
person, firm, corporation or association performing 
such repairs shall retain the duplicate copy of such re­
port in their permanent files and the same shall be open 
to inspection during business hours by any police officer 
or any person authorized by the chief of the 
Washington state patrol. Such report shall also be made 
by persons, firms or corporations providing storage or 
furnishing appraisals and shall contain the same record 
as required above of any such vehicles brought in for 
appraisal or storage. Forms for such records shall be 
prescribed by the chief of the Washington state patrol 
and may be obtained from the local authority to whom 
accident reports are made. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to destroy or con­
ceal any evidence of damage to a vehicle indicating that 
such damage could be the result of collision with any 
person or property without adequate record thereof and 
any person so doing shall be guilty of a gross misde­
meanor. [ 1 967 c 32 § 59; 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.52.090. Prior: 
1 937 c 1 89 § 14 1 ; RRS § 636�141 .] 

46.52.1 00 Record of traffic charges--Reports of 
convictions by courts-Venue in justice courts--­
Driving under influence of liquor or drugs, penalty. Every 
justice of the peace, police judge and clerk of superior 
court shall keep or cause to be kept a record of every 
traffic complaint, traffic citation or other legal form of 
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traffic charge deposited with or presented to said justice 
of the peace, police judge, superior court or a traffic vi� 
olations bureau, and shall keep a record of every official 
action by said court or its traffic violations bureau in 
reference thereto, including but not limited to a record 
of every conviction, forfeiture of bail, judgment of ac­
quittal and the amount of fine or forfeiture resulting 
from every said traffic complaint or citation deposited 
with or presented to the justice of the peace, police 
j udge, superior court or traffic violations bureau. 

The Monday following the conviction or forfeiture of 
bail of a person upon a charge of violating any provi­
sions of this chapter or other law regulating the opera­
ting of vehicles on highways, every said magistrate of 
the court or clerk of the court of record in which such 
conviction was had or bail was forfeited shall prepare 
and immediately forward to the director of motor vehi­
cles at Olympia an abstract of the record of said court 
covering the case in which said person was so convicted 
or forfeited bail, which abstract must be certified by the 
person so required to prepare the same to be true and 
correct. Report need not be made of any conviction in­
volving the illegal parking or standing of a vehicle. 

Said abstract must be made upon a form furnished 
by the director and shall include the name and address 
of the party charged, the number, if any, of his driver's 
or chauffeur's license, the registration number of the 
vehicle involved, the nature of the offense, the date of 
hearing, the plea, the judgment, or whether bail forfeit­
ed and the amount of the fine or forfeiture as the case 
may be. 

Every court of record shall also forward a like report 
to the director upon the conviction of any person of 
manslaughter or other felony in the commission of 
which a vehicle was used. 

The failure of any such judicial officer to comply with 
any of the requirements of this section shall constitute 
misconduct in office and shall be grounds for removal 
therefrom. 

The director shall keep all abstracts received hereun­
der at his office in Olympia and the same shall be open 
to public inspection during reasonable business hours. 

Venue in all justice courts shall be before one of the 
two nearest justices of the peace in incorporated cities 
and towns nearest to the point the violation allegedly 
occurred:  Provided, That in counties of class A and of 
the first class such cases may be tried in the county seat 
at the request of the defendant. 

It shall be the duty of the officer, prosecuting attor­
ney or city attorney signing the charge or information 
in any case involving a charge of driving under the in­
fluence of intoxicating liquor or any narcotic drug im­
mediately to make request to the director for an 
abstract of convictions and forfeitures which the direc­
tor shall furnish. 

If a driver has a record of two or more convictions or 
forfeitures of the offense of operating a vehicle under 
the influence of or affected by the use of intoxicating li­
quor or any narcotic drug within a five year period, he 
shall, upon conviction, be fined not less than one hun­
dred dollars and not more than one thousand dollars, 
and shall be sentenced to not less than thirty days and 
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not more than one year in the county jail and neither 
fine nor sentence shall be suspended; and the court 
shall revoke the driver's license. 

If the driver at the time of the offense charged was 
without a driver's license because of a previous suspen­
sion or revocation, the minimum mandatory jail sen­
tence and fine shall be ninety days in the county jail 
and a two hundred dollar fine. The penalty so imposed 
shall not be suspended. [ 1 967 c 32 § 60; 196 1  c 12 § 
46.52. 1 00. Prior: 1 955 c 393 § 2 ;  1 949 c 1 96 § 1 5 ;  1937 c 
1 89 § 142;  Rem. Supp. 1 949 § 6360--142.] 

46.52. 102 Definitions. An "abandoned vehicle" for 
the purposes of this chapter shall mean any vehicle left 
within the limits of any highway or upon the property 
of another without the consent of the owner of such 
property for a period of twenty-four hours, or longer 
except that a vehicle shall not be considered abandoned 
if its owner or operator is unable to remove it from the 
place where it is located and so notifies law enforce· 
ment officials and requests assistance. An "abandoned 
automobile hulk" for the purposes of this chapter shall 
mean the abandoned remnant or remains of a motor 
vehicle which is inoperative and cannot be made me­
chanically operative without the addition of vital parts 
or mechanisms and the application of a substantial 
amount of labor to effect repairs. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 42 § 3.] 

46.52.104 Registered owner transferring vehicle re­
lieved of liability upon compliance with section. A regis­
tered owner transferring a motor vehicle shall be 
relieved from personal liability under RCW 46.52. 106, 
46.52. 1 1 1 , 46.52. 1 12 and 46.52. 1 17 if within five days of 
the transfer he transmits to the department of motor 
vehicles, on a form prescribed by the director of motor 
vehicles, notice that he has transferred his interest in the 
vehicle, the name of the transferee, and the date on 
which the transaction was made. [ 1969 ex.s. c 28 1 § 39.] 

46.52.106 Owner of record presnmed liable for costs 
when vehicle abandoned-Exception. The abandon­
ment of any vehicle or automobile hulk shall constitute 
a prima facie presumption that the last owner of record 
is responsible for such abandonment and thus liable for 
any costs incurred in removing, storing and disposing of 
such motor vehicle or automobile hulk. A registered 
owner who has complied with the requirements of 
RCW 46.52. 104 in the transfer of ownership of the ve­
hicle or hulk shall be relieved of liability under this sec­
tion. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 28 1 § 40; 1 969 ex.s. c 42 § 4.] 

46.52.108 Appointment of tow truck operator to dis­
pose of vehicles and hulks-Bon�ompliance re­
quired. The director of the department of motor 
vehicles may appoint any tow truck operator engaged in 
removing and storing of abandoned motor vehicles for 
the purpose of disposing of certain abandoned vehicles 
and automobile hulks. Each such appointment shall be 
contingent upon the submission of an application to the 
director and the making of subsequent reports in such 
form and frequency as may be required by rule and 
regulation and upon the posting of a surety bond in the 
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amount of three thousand dollars to ensure compliance 
with RCW 46.52. 1 1 1  and to compensate the owner of 
any vehicle that has been unlawfully sold as a result of 
any negligence or misconduct of the tow truck operator. 

Any appointment may be canceled by the director 
upon evidence that the appointed tow truck operator is 
not complying with all laws, rules and regulations rela­
tive to the handling and disposition of abandoned mo­
tor vehicles. 

Any tow truck operator under contract to a city or 
county for the impounding of vehicles shall comply 
with such administrative regulations relative to the han­
dling and disposing of vehicles as may be promulgated 
by such city or county and as hereinafter set forth. 
[ 1969 ex.s. c 28 1 § 44; 1969 ex.s. c 42 § 5.] 

46.52.1 10 Stolen and abandoned vehicles--Reports 
of--Notice--Disposition. It shall be the duty of the 
sheriff of every county, the chief of police or chief po­
lice officer of every incorporated city and town of this 
state, constables and members of the Washington state 
patrol to report immediately to the chief of the 
Washington state patrol all motor vehicles reported to 
them as stolen or recovered, upon forms to be provided 
by the chief of the Washington state patrol. 

In the event that any motor vehicle reported as stolen 
has been recovered, the person so reporting the same as 
stolen shall be guilty of a misdemeanor unless he shall 
report the recovery thereof to the sheriff, chief of police, 
or other chief police officer to whom such motor vehicle 
was reported as stolen. 

Upon receipt of such information the chief of the 
Washington state patrol shall file the same in a ' 'stolen 
vehicle index". He shall also file any reports of vehicles 
stolen in other states and reported to him as such. It 
shall be the duty of the chief of the Washington state 
patrol to keep a file record of all vehicles reported to 
him as recovered. 

The chief of the Washington state patrol shall publish 
at least once a month a list of all vehicles reported as 
stolen and not reported as having been recovered and 
all abandoned vehicles and forward a copy of such list 
to every sheriff in this state, the chief of police or chief 
police officer of every incorporated city and town with a 
population in excess of three thousand inhabitants, each 
member of the Washington state patrol and the cogni­
zant state officer of each state in the United States. 

Such information shall be provided by the chief of 
the Washington state patrol for the use of the director 
of motor vehicles as will permit the director to check 
the motor or serial number set forth in any application 
for certificate of ownership or certificate of license reg­
istration against such " stolen vehicle index" and no 
such certificates shall be issued upon any vehicle re­
corded as stolen and the director shall immediately in­
form the chief of the Washington state patrol of any 
application upon any such vehicle. 

It shall be the duty of the sheriff of every county, the 
chief of police or chief police officer of each incorpo­
rated city and town, members of the Washington state 
patrol and constables to report to the chief of the 
Washington state patrol all vehicles or automobile hulks 

found abandoned on a public highway or at any other 
place and the same shall thereafter, at the direction of 
such law enforcement officer, be placed in the custody 
of a tow truck operator. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 42 § 6; 1 967 c 32 § 
6 1 ;  1965 ex.s. c 23 § 2; 1 963 c 44 § 1 ;  1 961  c 12  § 46-
.52. 1 10. Prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 43 ;  RRS § 6360-1 43.] 

46.52.1 1 1  Removal and storage of vebicle or 
bulk--Lien--Notices---Contents. Such tow truck 
operator shall take custody of such abandoned vehicle 
or automobile hulk, remove the same to the established 
place of business of the tow truck operator where the 
same shall be stored, and such tow truck operator shall 
have a lien upon such vehicle or hulk for services pro­
vided in the towing and storage of the same, and shall 
also have a claim against the last registered owner of 
such vehicle or hulk for services provided in the towing 
and storage of the same, not to exceed the sum of one 
hundred dollars. A registered owner who has complied 
with RCW 46.52. 104 in the transfer of ownership of the 
vehicle or hulk shall be relieved of liability under this 
section. 

Within five days after receiving custody of such 
abandoned vehicle or automobile hulk, the tow truck 
operator shall give notice of his custody to the depart­
ment of motor vehicles and the chief of the Washington 
state patrol and within five days after having received 
the name and address of the owner, he shall notify the 
registered and legal owner of the same with copies of 
such notice being sent to the chief of the Washington 
state patrol and to the department of motor . vehicles. 
The notice to the registered and legal owner shall be 
sent by the tow truck operator to the last known ad­
dress of said owner appearing on the records of the de­
partment of motor vehicles, and such notice shall be 
sent to the registered and legal owner by certified or 
registered mail with a five-day return receipt requested. 
Such notice shall contain a description of the vehicle or 
hulk including its license number and/ or motor number 
if obtainable, and shall state the amount due the tow 
truck operator for services in the towing and storage of 
the same and the time and place of public sale if the 
amount remains unpaid. 

The department of motor vehicles shall supply the 
last known names and addresses of registered and legal 
owners of abandoned vehicles or automobile hulks ap­
pearing on the records of the department to tow truck 
operators on request without charge. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 28 1 § 
4 1 ;  1 969 ex.s. c 42 § 7.] 

46.52.112 Sale of unclaimed vehicle or hulk--Pro­
cedure-Proceeds--Deficiency. If, after the expira­
tion of fifteen days from the date of mailing of notice to 
the registered and legal owner, the vehicle or automo­
bile hulk remains unclaimed and has not been listed as 
a stolen or recovered vehicle, then the tow truck opera­
tor having custody of such vehicle or hulk shall conduct 
a sale of the same at public auction after having first 
published a notice of the date, place and time of such 
auction in a newspaper of general circulation in the 
county in which the vehicle is located not less than 
three days before the date of such auction. 
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Such abandoned vehicle or automobile hulk shall be 
sold at such auction to the highest bidder. The proceeds 
of such sale, after deducting the towing and storage 
charges due the tow truck operator, including the cost 
of sale, which shall be computed as in a public auction 
sale of personal property by the sheriff, shall be certified 
one-half to the county treasurer of the county in which 
the vehicle is located to be credited to the county cur­
rent expense fund, and one-half to the state treasurer to 
be credited to the highway safety fund. If the amount 
bid at the auction is insufficient to compensate the tow 
truck operator for his towing and storage charges and 
the cost of sale, such tow truck operator shall be enti­
tled to assert a claim for any deficiency, not to exceed 
one hundred dollars less the amount bid at the auction, 
against the last registered owner of such vehicle or au­
tomobile hulk. A registered owner who has complied 
with RCW 46.52. 104 in the transfer of ownership of the 
vehicle or hulk shall be relieved of liability under this 
section. 

After the public auction and sale of any abandoned 
vehicle or automobile hulk as in this section provided, 
and after an application for certificate of title accompa­
nied by applicable fees and taxes and supported by an 
appropriate affidavit reciting compliance with the pro­
cedures of this chapter has been submitted, the director 
of the department of motor vehicles shall issue a certifi­
cate of title showing ownership of the vehicle or auto­
mobile hulk in the name of the successful bidder at 
such auction. The issuance of such certificate of title by 
the director of the department of motor vehicles shall 
terminate any and all rights or claims of prior lienhold­
ers and all rights of former owners in and to such vehi­
cle or automobile hulk. 

The director of the department of motor vehicles 
shall establish such additional administrative rules and 
regulations, not inconsistent with the provisions of this 
chapter, as may be necessary to facilitate the disposition 
of abandoned vehicles and automobile hulks in those 
instances where the ownership of such a vehicle or hulk 
is not known. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 28 1 § 42; 1 969 ex.s. c 42 § 8.] 

46.52.1 13 Vehicle left in garage for storage--When 
deemed abandoned--Notices---Disposal. Any vehi­
cle left in a garage for storage more than five days 
where the same has not been left by the registered 
owner under a contract of storage and has not during 
such period been removed by a person leaving the same 
shall be an abandoned vehicle and notice shall be given 
to the registered and legal owner and to the chief of the 
Washington state patrol and to the department of mo­
tor vehicles of the existence of such abandoned vehicle. 
Any garage keeper failing to report such fact to the 
chief of the Washington state patrol and the department 
of motor vehicles within ten days after the commence­
ment of such storage shall forfeit any claim for the 
storage of such vehicle. All such vehicles considered 
abandoned by being J.eft in a garage shall be disposed 
of by the garage keeper in accordance with the proce­
dure prescribed in RCW 46.52. 1 1 1  and 46.52. 1 12. 

Except for the forfeiture of claim for storage as set 
forth herein for failure to report vehicles left in excess 
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of five days, nothing in this section shall be construed 
to impair any lien for storage accruing to a garage 
keeper under other law of this state. [ 1969 ex.s. c 42 § 
9.] 

46.52. 1 14 Tow truck operator's lien--Unclaimed 
vehicle deemed abandoned. A tow truck operator bond­
ed in accordance with RCW 46.52. 108 who shall tow, 
transport or store any vehicle whether by contract or at 
the direction of any public officer, shall have a lien 
upon such vehicle so long as the same remains in his 
possession, for the charges for such towing, transporta­
tion or storage. If such a vehicle remains unclaimed for 
five days, it may be deemed abandoned and subject to 
the provisions of RCW 46.52. 1 1 1  and 46.52. 1 12. [ 1969 
ex.s. c 42 § 10.] 

46.52.1 15 Rules and regulations of department of 
motor vehicles-Establishment. The director of the 
department of motor vehicles, in cooperation with the 
chief of the Washington state patrol and other law en­
forcement agencies throughout this state, after appro­
priate notice and hearing, shall establish from time to 
time rules and regulations for the disposition of aban­
doned vehicles and abandoned automobile hulks not 
inconsistent with the provisions of this chapter. ( 1969 
ex.s. c 28 1 § 45 ; 1 969 ex.s. c 42 § 2.] 

46.52.116 City or county ordinances for disposition of 
abandoned vehicles authorized--When vehicles 
deemed abandoned--Procedure. A city or county may 
adopt an ordinance or resolution establishing proce­
dures for the disposition of abandoned vehicles. Any 
vehicle impounded pursuant to an ordinance or resolu­
tion of any city or county and left unclaimed for a pe­
riod of fifteen days shall be deemed to be an 
abandoned vehicle, and at the expiration of such period 
said vehicle shall be deemed to be in the custody of the 
sheriff of the county where said vehicle is located and 
the sheriff of the county shall deliver the vehicle to a 
tow truck operator who shall dispose of such vehicle in 
the manner provided in RCW 46.52. 1 1 1  and 46.52. 1 12: 
Provided, That if the vehicle is of a model year ten or 
more years prior to the calendar year in which such ve­
hicle is stored, the sheriff may be authorized to declare 
that such vehicle is a public nuisance, and may dispose 
of such vehicle without notice of sale, and in such case, 
the director of motor vehicles shall issue an appropriate 
bill of sale to the tow truck operator to dispose of the 
vehicle as he may determine. { 1 969 ex.s. c 42 § 1 1 .] 

46.52.1 17 City or county ordinances for abatement 
and removal of abandoned vehicles or hulks on private 
property authorized--Contents. Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, a city, town, or county may 
adopt an ordinance establishing procedures for the 
abatement and removal as public nuisances of aban­
doned, wrecked, dismantled, or inoperative vehicles or 
automobile hulks or parts thereof from private property 
not including highways. Costs of removal may be as­
sessed against the last registered owner of the vehicle or 
automobile hulk if the identity of such owner can be 
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determined, unless such owner in the transfer of owner­
ship of such vehicle or automobile hulk has complied 
with RCW 46.52. 104, or the costs may be assessed 
against the owner of the property on which the vehicle 
is stored. 

Such ordinance shall contain: 

( 1 )  A provision requiring notice to the last registered 
owner of record and the property owner of record that 
a public hearing may be requested before the governing 
body of the city, town or county as designated by the 
governing body, and that if no hearing is requested, the 
vehicle or automobile hulk will be removed. 

(2) A provision requiring that if a request for a hear­
ing is received, a notice giving the time, location and 
date of such hearing on the question of abatement and 
removal of the vehicle or part thereof as a public nui­
sance shall be mailed, by certified or registered mail, 
with a five-day return requested, to the owner of the 
land as shown on the last equalized assessment roll and 
to the last registered and legal owner of record unless 
the vehicle is in such condition that identification num­
bers are not available to determine ownership. 

(3) A provision that the ordinance shall not apply to 
(a) a vehicle or part thereof which is completely en­
closed within a building in a lawful manner where it is 
not visible from the street or other public or private 
property or (b) a vehicle or part thereof which is stored 
or parked in a lawful manner on private property in 
connection with the business of a licensed dismantler, 
licensed vehicle dealer, fenced according to the provi­
sions of RCW 46.80. 1 30. 

(4) A provision that the owner of the land on which 
the vehicle is located may appear in person at the hear­
ing or present a written statement in time for consider­
ation at the hearing, and deny responsibility for the 
presence of the vehicle on the land, with his reasons for 
such denial. If it is determined at the hearing that the 
vehicle was placed on the land without the consent of 
the landowner and that he has not subsequently acqui­
esced in its presence, then the local agency shall not as­
sess costs of administration or removal of the vehicle 
against the property upon which the vehicle is located 
or otherwise attempt to collect such cost from the 
owner. 

(5) A provision that after notice has been given of the 
intent of the city, town or county to dispose of the ve­
hicle and after a hearing, if requested, has been held, 
the vehicle or part thereof, shall be removed, at the re­
quest of a law enforcement officer, and disposed of to a 
licensed auto wrecker with notice to the Washington 
state patrol and the department of motor vehicles that 
the vehicle has been wrecked. The city, town or county 
may operate such a disposal site when its governing 
body determines that commercial channels of disposi­
tion are not available or are inadequate, and it may 
make final disposition of such vehicles or parts, or may 
transfer such vehicle or parts to another governmental 
body provided such disposal shall be only as scrap. 
[ 1969 ex.s. c 28 1 § 43 ; 1969 ex.s. c 42 § 1 2.] 

46.52.1 19 Person owning or in possession of real 
property may bave abandoned vehicle removed and im­
pounded--Report--Lien. Whenever any owner or 
person having possession or control of real property 
finds a vehicle standing upon such property without his 
consent, he is authorized to have such vehicle removed 
from such property and stored or held for its owner. 
Any towing firm providing such removal service shall 
promptly report the fact of a vehicle impound together 
with the license number, make, year and place of im­
pound of such vehicle to the appropriate law ·enforce­
ment agency, and shall post the authorized charges 
therefor prominently at its place of business, and the 
charges and costs incurred in the removal of any such 
vehicle as aforementioned shall be paid by such vehi­
cle's owner, and shall be a lien upon said vehicle until 
paid, and said lien may be enforced as otherwise pro­
vided by law for the enforcement of towing or storage 
liens or liens generally. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 208 § 1 .] 

46.52.1 20 Case record of convictions---Cross refer­
ence to accident reports. It shall be the duty of the di­
rector to keep a case record on every motor vehicle 
driver licensed under the laws of this state, together 
with information on each, showing all the convictions 
certified by the courts and an index cross reference 
record of each accident reported relating to such indi­
viduals with a brief statement of the cause of such acci­
dent, which index cross reference record shall be 
furnished to the director by the chief of the Washington 
state patrol, with reference to each driver involved in 
the reported accidents. Such records shall be for the 
confidential use of the director and the chief of the 
Washington state patrol and for such police officers or 
other cognizant public officials as may be designated by 
law. Such case records shall not be offered as evidence 
in any court except in case appeal is taken from the or­
der of director, suspending, revoking, canceling, or re­
fusing vehicle driver's license. It shall be the duty of the 
director to tabulate and analyze vehicle driver's case 
records and to suspend, revoke, cancel, or refuse any 
vehicle driver's license to any person when it is deemed 
from facts contained in the case record of such person 
that it is for the best interest of public safety that such 
person be denied the privilege of operating a motor ve­
hicle. Whenever the director may order the vehicle 
driver's license of any such person suspended, revoked, 
or canceled, or shall refuse the issuance of vehicle driv­
er's license, such suspension, revocation, cancellation, 
or refusal shall be final and effective unless appeal from 
the decision of the director shall be taken as provided 
by law. [ 1 967 c 32 § 62; 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.52. 120. Prior: 
1937 c 1 89 § 144; RRS § 6360-144.] 

46.52.130 Abstract of driving record to be furnished 
insurance company, employers---Confidentiality-­
Fees--Penalty. The director shall upon request fur­
nish any insurance company or its agent, having or 
considering the issuance of a policy of insurance and 
any employer or prospective employer of persons who 
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drive commercial motor vehicles or school buses a cer­
tified abstract of the driving record of any person, cov­
ering a period of not more than three years last past, 
whenever possible, which abstract shall include an enu­
meration of motor vehicle accidents in which such per­
son has been involved. Such abstract shall indicate the 
total number of vehicles involved; whether the vehicles 
were legally parked or moving; whether such vehicles 
were occupied at the time of the accident; and any re­
ported convictions or forfeitures of bail of such person 
upon a charge of violating any motor vehicle law. Such 
enumeration shall include any reports of failure to ap­
pear in response to a traffic citation served upon such 
person by an arresting officer. In addition thereto the 
director shall furnish such record to the person whose 
driving record is involved, upon such person's request : 
Provided, That the abstract herein provided to the in­
surance company shall have excluded therefrom any 
information pertaining to any occupational driver's li­
cense when the same is issued to any person employed 
by another or self-employed as a motor vehicle driver 
who during the five years preceding the request has 
been issued such a license by reason of a conviction of 
a motor vehicle offense outside the scope of his princi­
pal employment, and who has during such period been 
principally employed as a motor vehicle driver deriving 
the major portion of his income therefrom. 

The director shall collect for each such abstract the 
sum of one dollar fifty cents which shall be deposited in 
the highway safety fund. 

Any insurance company or its agent receiving such 
certified abstract shall use it exclusively for its own un­
derwriting purposes and shall not divulge any of the in­
formation therein contained to a third party : Provided, 
That no policy of insurance shall be canceled on the 
basis of such information unless the policyholder was 
determined to be at fault: Provided further, That no in­
surance company or its agent for underwriting purposes 
relating to the operation of commercial motor vehicles 
shall use any information contained in the abstract rel­
ative to any person's operation of motor vehicles while 
not engaged in such employment. 

Any employer or prospective employer receiving such 
certified abstract shall use it exclusively for his own 
purpose to determine whether the licensee should be 
permitted to operate a commercial vehicle or school bus 
upon the public highways of this state and shall not di­
vulge any information therein contained to a third 
party. 

Any violation of this section shall be a gross misde­
meanor. [ 1973 1 st ex.s. c 37 § 1 ;  1 969 ex.s. c 40 § 3 ;  
1967 c 1 74 § 2 ;  1967 c 32  § 63 ; 1963 c 169 § 65 ; 196 1  
ex.s. c 2 1  § 27.] 

Abstract of driving record to be furnished: RCW 46.29.050. 

Use of highway safety fund to defray cost of furnishing and main­
taining driving records: RCW 46.68.060. 

46.52.145 Abandoned junk motor vehicles Defini-
tions. For the purposes of RCW 46.52. 1 45 through 46-
.52. 1 60, unless a different meaning is plainly required: 
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( I )  "Abandoned junk motor vehicle" means any mo­
tor vehicle substantially meeting the following 
requirements: 

(a) Left on private property for more than seventy­
two hours without the permission of the person having 
right to the possession of the property, or a public street 
or other property open to the public for purposes of ve­
hicular travel or parking, or upon or within the right of 
way of any road or highway, for forty-eight hours or 
longer; 

(b) Three years old, or older; 
(c) Extensively damaged, such damage including but 

not limited to any of the following: A broken window 
or windshield, missing wheels, tires, motor, or 
transmission; 

(d) Apparently inoperable; 
(e) Without a valid, current registration plate; 
(f) Having a fair market value of fifty dollars or less. 
(2) "Motor vehicle wrecker" means every person, 

firm, partnership, association, or corporation engaged in 
the business of buying, selling, or dealing in vehicles of 
a type required to be licensed under the laws of this 
state, for the purpose of wrecking, dismantling, disas­
sembling, or substantially changing the form of any 
motor vehicle, or who buys or sells integral secondhand 
parts of component material thereof, in whole or in 
part, and deals in secondhand motor vehicle parts. 

(3) "Scrap processor" means a licensed establishment 
that maintains a hydraulic baler and shears, or a shred­
der for recycling automobile salvage. [ 197 1  ex.s. c I l l  § 
LJ 

46.52.150 Abandoned junk motor vehicles-Autho­
rizing disposal of---Record--Disposition of moneys 
from. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any 
law enforcement officer having jurisdiction or any per­
son authorized by the director of motor vehicles shall 
inspect and may authorize the disposal of an aban­
doned junk motor vehicle. The officer or authorized 
person shall record the make of such motor vehicle, the 
serial number if available, and shall also detail the 
damage or missing equipment to substantiate the value 
at fifty dollars or less. 

Any moneys arising from the disposal of abandoned 
junk motor vehicle shall be deposited in the county 
general fund. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 1 U § 2.] 

46.52.160 Abandoned junk motor vehicles-Viola­
tions constituting abandoning--Evidence--Penalty. 
No person shaH wilfully leave an abandoned junk mo­
tor vehicle on private property for more than seventy­
two hours without the permission of the person having 
the right to possession of the property, or on a public 
street or other property open to the public for purposes 
of vehicular travel or parking or upon or within the 
right of way of any road or highway, for forty-eight 
hours or longer without notification to the sheriff of the 
county or to the chief of police of a city or town of the 
reasons for leaving the motor vehicle in such a place. 

For the purposes of this section, the fact that a motor 
vehicle has been so left without permission or notifica­
tion is prima facie evidence of abandonment. 
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Any person convicted of abandoning a motor vehicle 
shall be fined not less than fifty nor more than one 
hundred dollars and shall also be assessed any costs in­
curred by the county in disposing of such abandoned 
junk motor vehicles, less any moneys accruing to the 
county from such disposal. [ 197 1  ex.s. c I l l  § 3.] 
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OBED I ENCE TO AND EFFECT OF TRAFFIC 
LAWS 

46.61.005 Provisions of chapter refer to vehicles upon 
the highways--Exceptions. The provisions of this 
chapter relating to the operation of vehicles refer exclu­
sively to the operation of vehicles upon highways 
except: 

( I )  Where a different place is specifically referred to 
in a given section. 

(2) The provisions of RCW 46.52.01 0  through 46.52-
.090 and 46.6 1 .500 through 46.6 1 .520 shall apply upon 
highways and elsewhere throughout the state. [ 1 965 
ex.s. c 1 55 § l .J 

Re"riser's note: RCW 46.52.010 through 46.52.o9o relate to accident 
reports. Chapter I I 9, Laws of 1965 ex.s. being "AN ACT Relating to 
motor vehicle accident reports" amended RCW 46.52.030 and 46.52-
.080 and expressly added to chapter 46.52 RCW three new sections 
which are codified (in the order of their appearance in said chapter 
I 1 9) as RCW 46.52.035, 46.52.083 and 46.52.085. 

46.61.010 Required obedience to traffic laws. It is 
unlawful and, unless otherwise declared in this chapter 
with respect to particular offenses, it is a misdemeanor 

[Title � 116) 

for any person to do any act forbidden or fail to per­
form any act required in this chapter. [ I  965 ex.s. c 155 § 
2.] 

46.61.015 Obedience to police officers and ftagmeo. 
No person shall wilfully fail or refuse to comply with 
any lawful order or direction of any duly authorized 
flagman or any police officer invested by law with au­
thority to direct, control or regulate traffic. [ 1965 ex.s. c 
1 55 § 3.] 

46.61.020 Refusal to give information to or cooperate 
with officer. It  shall be unlawful for any person while 
operating or in charge of any vehicle to refuse when re­
quested by a police officer to give his name and address 
and the name and address of the owner of such vehicle, 
or for such person to give a false name and address, 
and it shall likewise be unlawful for any such person to 
refuse or neglect to stop when signaled to stop by any 
police officer or to refuse upon demand of such police 
officer to produce his certificate of license registration 
of such vehicle or his vehicle driver's license or to refuse 
to permit such officer to take any such license or certif­
icate for the purpose of examination thereof or to refuse 
to permit the examination of any equipment of such 
vehicle or the weighing of such vehicle or to refuse or 
neglect to produce the certificate of license registration 
of such vehicle or his vehicle driver's license when re­
quested by any court. Any police officer shall on re­
quest produce evidence of his authorization as such. 
[ 1 967 c 32 § 65 ; 196 1  c 1 2  § 46.56. 1 90. Prior: 1 937 c 189 
§ 126; RRS § 6360-126; 1 927 c 309 § 38; RRS § 
6362-38. Formerly RCW 46.56. 190.] 

46.61.025 Persons riding animals or driving animal­
drawn vehicles. Every person riding an animal or driv­
ing any animal-drawn vehicle upon a roadway shall be 
granted all of the rights and shall be subject to all of the 
duties applicable to the driver of a vehicle by this 
chapter except those provisions of this chapter which by 
their very nature can have no application. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 
155 § 4.] 

46.61.030 Persons working on highway right of 
way--Exceptions. Unless specifically made applicable, 
the provisions of this chapter except those contained in 
RCW 46.61 .500 through 46.6 1 .520 shall not apply to 
persons, motor vehicles and other equipment while en­
gaged in work within the right of way of any highway 
but shall apply to such persons and vehicles when trav­
eling to or from such work. [ 1 969 c 76 § 1 ;  1965 ex.s. c 
1 55 § 5.] 

46.61.035 Authorized emergency vehicles. ( 1 )  The 
driver of an authorized emergency vehicle, when re­
sponding to an emergency call or when in the pursuit of 
an actual or suspected violator of the law or when re­
sponding to but not upon returning from a fire alarm, 
may exercise the privileges set forth in this section, but 
subject to the conditions herein stated. 

(2) The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle 
may: 
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(a) Park or stand, irrespective of the provisions of this 
chapter; 

(b) Proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but 
only after slowing down as may be necessary for safe 
operation; 

(c) Exceed the maximum speed limits so long as he 
does not endanger life or property; 

(d) Disregard regulations governing direction of 
movement or turning in specified directions. 

(3) The exemptions herein granted to an authorized 
emergency vehicle shall apply only when such vehicle is 
making use of visual signals meeting the requirements 
of RCW 46.37. 1 90, except that: (a) An authorized 
emergency vehicle operated as a police vehicle need not 
be equipped with or display a red light visible from in 
front of the vehicle; (b) authorized emergency vehicles 
shall use audible signals when necessary to warn others 
of the emergency nature of the situation but in no case 
shall they be required to use audible signals while 
parked or standing. 

(4) The foregoing provisions shall not relieve the 
driver of an authorized emergency vehicle from the 
duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all per­
sons, nor shall such provisions protect the driver from 
the consequences of his reckless disregard for the safety 
of others. [ 1 969 c 23 § I ;  1965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 6.] 

TRAFFIC SIGNS, SIGNALS AND MARKINGS 

46.61.050 Obedience to and required traffic-control 
devices. ( I )  The driver of any vehicle and every pedes­
trian shall obey the instructions of any official traffic­
control device applicable thereto placed in accordance 
with the provisions of this chapter, unless otherwise di­
rected by a traffic or police officer, subject to the 
exception granted the driver of an authorized emergen­
cy vehicle in this chapter. 

(2) No provision of this chapter for which signs are 
required shall be enforced against an alleged violator if 
at the time and place of the alleged violation an official 
sign is not in proper position and sufficiently legible or 
visible to be seen by an ordinarily observant person. 
Whenever a particular section does not state that signs 
are required, such section shall be effective even though 
no signs are erected or in place. 

(3) Whenever official traffic-control devices are 
placed in position approximately conforming to the re­
quirements of this chapter, such devices shall be pre­
sumed to have been so placed by the official act or 
direction of lawful authority, unless the contrary shall 
be established by competent evidence. 

(4) Any official traffic-control device placed pursuant 
to the provisions of this chapter and purporting to con­
form to the lawful requirements pertaining to such de­
vices shall be presumed to comply with the 
requirements of this chapter, unless the contrary shall 
be es!ablished by competent evidence. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 
§ 7.] 

46.61.055 Traffic-control signal legend. Whenever 
traffic is controlled by traffic-control signals exhibiting 
different colored lights, or colored lighted arrows, suc­
cessively one at a time or in combination, only the col­
ors green, red and yellow shall be used, except for 
special pedestrian signals carrying a word legend, and 
said lights shall indicate and apply to drivers of vehicles 
and pedestrians as follows: 

( I )  Green indication 
(a) Vehicular traffic facing a circular green signal may 

proceed straight through or turn right or left unless a 
sign at such place prohibits either such turn. But vehic­
ular traffic, including vehicles turning right or left, shall 
yield the right of way to other vehicles and to pedestri­
ans lawfully within the intersection or an adjacent 
crosswalk at the time such signal is exhibited. 

(b) Vehicular traffic facing a green arrow signal, 
shown alone or in combination with another indication, 
may cautiously enter the intersection only to make the 
movement indicated by such arrow, or such other 
movement as is permitted by other indications shown at 
the same time. Such vehicular traffic shall yield the right 
of way to pedestrians lawfully within an adjacent cross­
walk and to other traffic lawfully using the intersection. 

(c) Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian-control 
signal, as provided in RCW 46.6 1 .060, pedestrians fac­
ing any green signal, except when the sole green signal 
is a turn arrow, may proceed across the roadway within 
any marked or unmarked crosswalk. 

(2) Steady yellow indication 
(a) Vehicular traffic facing a steady yellow signal is 

thereby warned that the related green movement is be­
ing terminated or that a red indication will be exhibited 
immediately thereafter when vehicular traffic shall not 
enter the intersection. 

(b) Pedestrians facing a steady yellow signal, unless 
otherwise directed by a pedestrian-control signal as 
provided in RCW 46.6 1 .060, are thereby advised that 
there is insufficient time to cross the roadway before a 
red indication is shown and no pedestrian shall then 
start to cross the roadway. 

(3) Steady red indication 
(a) Vehicular tr4ffic facing a steady red signal alone 

shall stop before entering the crosswalk on the near side 
of the intersection or, if none, then before entering the 
intersection and shall remain standing until a green in­
dication is shown: Provided, That such traffic may, af­
ter stopping cautiously proceed to make a right tum 
from a one-way or two-way street into a two-way 
street or into a one-way street carrying traffic in the di­
rection of the right turn; or a left turn from a one-way 
or two-way street into a one-way street carrying traffic 
in the direction of the left turn; unless a sign posted by 
'competent authority prohibits such movement; but ve­
hicular traffic making such turns shall yield the right of 
way to other vehicles and to pedestrians lawfully within 
the intersection or an adjacent crosswalk at the time 
such signal is exhibited. 

(b) Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian-control 
signal as provided in RCW 46.6 1 .060, pedestrians facing 
a steady red signal alone shall not enter the roadway. 
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(4) In the event an official traffic-control signal is 
erected and maintained at a place other than an inter­
section, the provisions of this section shall be applicable 
except as to those provisions which by their nature can 
have no application. Any stop required shall be made at 
a sign or marking on the pavement indicating where the 
stop shall be made, but in the absence of any such sign 
or marking the stop shall be made at the signal. [ 1965 
ex.s. c 1 55 § 8.]  

46.61.060 Pedestrian-control signals. Whenever spe­
cial pedestrian-control signals exhibiting the words 
"Walk" or " Don't Walk" are in place such signals shall 
indicate as follows: 

( 1 )  WALK--Pedestrians facing such signal may 
proceed across the roadway in the direction of the sig­
nal and shall be given the right of way by the drivers of 
all vehicles. 

(2) DON'T WALK--No pedestrian shall start to 
cross the roadway in the direction of such signal, but 
any pedestrian who has partially completed his crossing 
on the walk signal shall proceed to a sidewalk or safety 
island while the don't walk signal is showing. 

(3) Pedestrian-control signals having the "Wait" leg­
end in use on August 6, I 965 shall be deemed author­
ized signals and shall indicate the same as the "Don't 
Walk" legend. Whenever such pedestrian-control sig­
nals are replaced the legend "Wait" shall be replaced 
by the legend "Don't Walk". [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 9.] 

46.61.065 Flashing signals. ( I )  Whenever an illumi­
nated flashing red or yellow signal is used in a traffic 
sign or signal it shall require obedience by vehicular 
traffic as follows: 

(a) FLASH ING RED (STOP SIGNAL). When a red 
lens is illuminated with rapid intermittent flashes, driv­
ers of vehicles shall stop before entering the nearest 
crosswalk at an intersection or at a limit line when 
marked, or, if none, then before entering the intersec­
tion, and the right to proceed shall be subject to the 
rules applicable after making a stop at a stop sign. 

(b) FLASHING YELLOW (CAUTION SIGNAL). 
When a yellow lens is illuminated with rapid intermit­
tent flashes, drivers of vehicles may proceed through the 
intersection or past such signal only with caution. 

(2) This section shall not apply at railroad grade 
crossings. Conduct of drivers of vehicles approaching 
railroad grade crossings shall be governed by the rules 
as set forth in RCW 46.6 1 .340. [ I 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 10.] 

46.61 .070 LanHirection-control signals. When 
lane-direction-control signals are placed over the indi­
vidual 1anes of a street or highway, vehicular traffic may 
travel in any lane over which a green signal is shown, 
but shall not enter or travel in any lane over which a 
red signal is shown. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § I I . ]  

46.61.075 Display of unauthorized signs, signals or 
markings. ( I )  No person shall place, maintain or display 
upon or in view of any highway any unauthorized sign, 
signal, marking or device which purports to be or is an 

fTitJe 46----p 1181 

imitation of or resembles an official traffic-control de­
vice or railroad sign or signal, or which attempts to di­
rect the movement of traffic, or which hides from view 
or interferes with the effectiveness of an official traffic­
control device or any railroad sign or signal. 

(2) No person shall place or maintain nor shall any 
public authority permit upon any highway any tra�c 
sign or signal bearing thereon any commerctal 
advertising. 

(3) This section shall not be deemed to prohibit the 
erection upon private property adjacent to highways of 
signs giving useful directional information and of a type 
that cannot be mistaken for official signs. 

(4) Every such prohibited sign, signal or marking is 
hereby declared to be a public nuis�nce an� the au­
thority having jurisdiction over the htghway ts hereby 
empowered to remove the same or cause it to be re­
moved without notice. [ I 965 ex.s. c I 55 § I2.] 

46.61.080 Interference with official traffic-control de­
vices or railroad signs or signals. No person shall, with­
out lawful authority, attempt to or in fact alter, deface, 
injure, knock down or remove any official traffic-con­
trol device or any railroad sign or signal or any inscrip­
tion, shield or insignia thereon, or any other part 
thereof. [ 1965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 1 3 .] 

Interference with traffic-control signals or railroad signs or signals: 
RCW 47.36. 130. 

46.61.085 Traffic control signals or devices upon city 
streets forming part of state highways-Approval by 
commission required. No traffic control signal or device 
shall be erected or maintained upon any city street des­
ignated as forming a part of the route of a primary state 
highway or secondary state highway unless first ap­
proved by the state highway commission. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 
1 55 § 1 4.] 

Local authorities to provide stop signs at intersections with increased 
speed highways: RCW 46.61.435. 

DRIVING ON RIGHT SIDE OF ROADWAY­
OVERTAKING AND PASSING-USE OF 

ROADWAY 

46.61.100 Drive on right side of roadway--Excep­
tions. ( I )  Upon all roadways of sufficient width a vehi­
cle shall be driven upon the right half of the roadway, 
except as follows : 

(a) When overtaking and passing another vehicle 
proceeding in the same direction under the rules gov­
erning such movement; 

(b) When an obstruction exists making it necessary to 
drive to the left of the center of the highway; provided, 
any person so doing shall yield the right of way to all 
vehicles traveling in the proper direction upon the un­
obstructed portion of the highway within such distance 
as to constitute an immediate hazard; 

(c) Upon a roadway divided into three marked lanes 
for traffic under the rules applicable thereon; or 

(d) Upon a roadway restricted to one-way traffic. 
(2) Upon all roadways any vehicle proceeding slower 

than the legal maximum speed or at a speed slower 
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than necessary for safe operation at the time and place 
and under the conditions then existing, shall be driven 
in the right-hand lane then available for traffic, or as 
close as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of 
the roadway, except when overtaking and passing an­
other vehicle proceeding in the same direction or when 
preparing for a left tum at an intersection, exit, or into 
a private road or driveway when such left turn is legally 
permitted. 

(3) Upon any roadway having four or more lanes for 
moving traffic and providing for two-way movement of 
traffic, no vehicle shall be driven to the left of the center 
line of the roadway, except when authorized by official 
traffic control devices designating certain lanes to the 
left side of the center of the roadway for use by traffic 
not otherwise permitted to use such lanes, or except as 
permitted under subsection ( l)(b) hereof. However, this 
subsection shall not be construed as prohibiting the 
crossing of the center line in making a left turn into or 
from an alley, private road or driveway. [ 1 972 ex.s. c 33 
§ 1 ;  1969 ex.s. c 28 1 § 46; 1 967 ex.s. c 145 § 58; 1 965 
ex.s. c 1 55 § 1 5.] 

46.61.105 Passing vehicles proceeding in opposite di­
rections. Drivers of vehicles proceeding in opposite di­
rections shall pass to the right of each other, and upon 
roadways having width for not more than one line of 
traffic in each direction each driver shall give to the 
other at least one-half of the main-traveled portion of 
the roadway as nearly as possible. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 
16.] 

46.61.110 Overtaking a V·ehicJe on the lett. The fol­
lowing rules shall govern the overtaking and passing of 
vehicles proceeding in the same direction, subject to 
those limitations, exceptions and special rules hereinaf­
ter stated: 

( 1 )  The driver of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle 
proceeding in the same direction shall pass to the left 
thereof at a safe distance and shall not again drive to 
the right side of the roadway until safely clear of the 
overtaken vehicle. 

(2) Except when overtaking and passing on the right 
is permitted, the driver of an overtaken vehicle shall 
give way to the right in favor of the overtaking vehicle 
on audible signal and shall not increase the speed of his 
vehicle until completely passed by the overtaking vehi­
cle. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 1 7.] 

46.61. 1 15 When overtaking on the right is permitted. 
( 1)  The driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass upon 
the right of another vehicle only under the following 
conditions: 

(a) When the vehicle overtaken is making or about to 
make a left turn; 

(b) Upon a street or highway with unobstructed 
pavement not occupied by parked vehicles of sufficient 
width fo.r two or more lines of moving vehicles in each 
direction ; 

(c) Upon a one-way street, or upon any roadway on 
which traffic is restricted to one direction of movement, 

where the roadway is free from obstructions and of suf­
ficient width for two or more lines of moving vehicles. 

(2) The driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass 
another vehicle upon the right only under conditions 
permitting such movement in safety. In no event shall 
such movement be made by driving off the pavement or 
main-traveled portion of the roadway. ( 1 965 ex.s. c 155 
§ 1 8.] 

46.61.120 Limitations on overtaking on the left. No 
vehicle shall be driven to the left side of the center of 
the roadway in overtaking and passing another vehicle 
proceeding in the same direction unless authorized by 
the provisions of RCW 46.6 1 . 100 through 46.6 1 . 1 60 and 
unless such left side is clearly visible and is free of on­
coming traffic for a sufficient distance ahead to permit 
such overtaking and passing to be completely made 
without interfering with the operation of any vehicle 
approaching from the opposite direction or any vehicle 
overtaken. In every event the overtaking vehicle must 
return to an authorized lane of travel as soon as practi­
cable and in the event the passing movement involves 
the use of a lane authorized for vehicles approaching 
from the opposite direction, before coming within two 
hundred feet of any approaching vehicle. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 
1 55 § 1 9.] 

46.61.125 Further limitations on driving to left of 
center of roadway. ( 1 )  No vehicle shall be driven on the 
left side of the roadway under the following conditions: 

(a) When approaching or upon the crest of a g.rade or 
a curve in the highway where the driver's view is ob­
structed within such distance as to create a hazard in 
the event another vehicle might approach from the op­
posite direction; 

(b) When approaching within one hundred feet of or 
traversing any intersection or railroad g.rade crossing; 

(c) When the view is obstructed upon approaching 
within one hundred feet of any bridge, viaduct or 
tunnel. 

(2) The foregoing limitations shall not apply upon a 
one-way roadway, nor under the conditions described 
in RCW 46.6 1 . 1  00(1 )(b), nor to the driver of a vehicle 
turning left into or from an alley, private road or drive­
way. [ 1 972 ex.s. c 33 § 2; 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 20.] 

46.61.130 No-passing zones. ( 1 )  The state highway 
commission and local authorities are hereby authorized 
to determine those portions of any highway under their 
respective jurisdictions where overtaking and passing or 
driving to the left of the roadway would be especially 
hazardous and may by appropriate signs or markings 
on the roadway indicate the beginning and end of such 
zones and when such signs or markings are in place and 
clearly visible to an ordinarily observant person every 
driver of a vehicle shall obey the directions thereof. 

(2) Where signs or markings are in place to define a 
no-passing zone as set forth in subsection ( 1 )  above no 
driver shall at any time drive on the left side of the 
roadway within such no-passing zone or on the left side 
of any pavement striping designed to mark such no­
passing zone throughout its length. 
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(3) This section does not apply under the conditions 
described in RCW 46.6 1 . 1 00( l )(b), nor to the driver of 
a vehicle turning left into or from an alley, private road 
or driveway. [ 1 972 ex.s. c 33 § 3 ;  1965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 2 1 .] 

46.61.135 One-way roadways and rotary traffic is­
lands. ( I )  The state highway commission may designate 
any state highway or any separate roadway under its 
jurisdiction and local authorities may designate any city 
street or county road under their respective jurisdictions 
for one-way traffic and shall erect appropriate signs 
giving notice thereof. 

(2) Upon a roadway designated and signposted for 
one-way traffic a vehicle shall be driven only in the di­
rection designated. 

(3) A vehicle passing around a rotary traffic island 
shall be driven only to the right of such island. [ 1 965 
ex.s. c 1 55 § 22.) 

46.61 . 140 Driving on roadways laned for traffic. 
Whenever any roadway has been divided into two or 
more clearly marked lanes for traffic the following rules 
in addition to all others consistent herewith shall apply: 

( 1) A vehicle shall be driven as nearly as practicable 
entirely within a single lane and shall not be moved 
from such lane until the driver has first ascertained that 
such movement can be made with safety. 

(2) Upon a roadway which is divided into three lanes 
and provides for two-way movement of traffic, a vehicle 
shall not be driven in the center lane except when over­
taking and passing another vehicle traveling in the same 
direction when such center lane is clear of traffic within 
a safe distance, or in preparation for making a left tum 
or where such center lane is at the time allocated exclu­
sively to traffic moving in the same direction that the 
vehicle is proceeding and such allocation is designated 
by official traffic-control devices. 

(3) Official traffic-control devices may be erected di­
recting slow moving or other specified traffic to use a 
designated lane or designating those lanes to be used by 
traffic moving in a particular direction regardless of the 
center of the roadway and drivers of vehicles shall obey 
the directions of every such device. 

(4) Official traffic-control devices may be installed 
prohibiting the changing of lanes on sections of road­
way and drivers of vehicles shall obey the directions of 
every such device. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 23.] 

46.61.145 Following too closely. ( I )  The driver of a 
motor vehicle shall not follow another vehicle more 
closely than is reasonable and prudent, having due re­
gard for the speed of such vehicles and the traffic upon 
and the condition of the highway. 

(2) The driver of any motor truck or motor vehicle 
drawing another vehicle when traveling upon a roadway 
outside of a business or residence district and which is 
following another motor truck or motor vehicle drawing 
another vehicle shall, whenever conditions permit, leave 
sufficient space so that an overtaking vehicle may enter 
and occupy such space without danger, except that this 
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shall not prevent a motor truck or motor vehicle draw­
ing another vehicle from overtaking and passing any 
like vehicle or other vehicle. 

(3) Motor vehicles being driven upon any roadway 
outside of a business or residence district in a caravan 
or motorcade whether or not towing other vehicles shall 
be so operated as to allow sufficient space between each 
such vehicle or combination of vehicles so as to enable 
any other vehicle to enter and occupy such space with­
out danger. This provision shall not apply to funeral 
processions. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 24.] 

46.61.150 Driving on divided highways. Whenever 
any highway has been divided into two or more road­
ways by leaving an intervening space or by a physical 
barrier or clearly indicated dividing section or by a me­
dian island not less than eighteen inches wide formed 
either by solid yellow pavement markings or by a yel­
low crosshatching between two solid yellow lines so in­
stalled as to control vehicular traffic, every vehicle shall 
be driven only upon the right-hand roadway unless di­
rected or permitted to use another roadway by official 
traffic-control devices or police officers. No vehicle 
shall be driven over, across or within any such dividing 
space, barrier or section, or median island, except 
through an opening in such physical barrier or dividing 
section or space or median island, or at a crossover or 
intersection established by public authority. [ 1 972 ex.s. 
c 33 § 4; 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 25.] 

46.61.155 Restricted access. No person shall drive a 
vehicle onto or from any limited access roadway except 
at such entrances and exits as are established by public 
authority. ( 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 26.) 

46.61.160 Restrictions on use of controlled-access 
roadway. The state highway commission may by resolu­
tion or order, and local authorities may by ordinance or 
resolution, with respect to any limited access roadway 
under their respective jurisdictions prohibit the use of 
any such roadway by funeral processions, or by pa­
rades, pedestrians, bicycles or other nonmotorized traf­
fic, or by any person operating a motor-driven cycle. 

The state highway commission or the local authority 
adopting any such prohibitory regulation shall erect 
and maintain official signs on the limited access road­
way on which such regulations are applicable and when 
so erected no person shall disobey the restrictions stated 
on such signs. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 155 § 27.] 

46.61.165 Reservation of portion of highway for use 
by public transportation vehicles, etc. The state highway 
commission and local authorities are authorized to re­
serve all or any portion of any highway under their re­
spective jurisdictions, including any designated lane or 
ramp, for the exclusive or preferential use of public 
transportation vehicles or private motor vehicles carry­
ing not less than a specified number of passengers when 
such limitation will increase the efficient utilization of 
the highway or will aid in the conservation of energy 
resources. Regulations authorizing such exclusive or 
preferential use of a highway facility may be declared 
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to be effective at all times or at specified times of day or 
on specified days. [ 1 974 l st ex.s. c 133 § 2.] 

RIGHT OF WAY 

46.61. 180 Vehicle approaching intersection. The 
driver of a vehicle approaching an intersectio� shall 
look out for and yield the right of way to an� vehtcle

.
on 

his right simultaneously approaching the mtersectwn 
regardless of which vehicle first reaches and enters the 
intersection. 

The right of way rule declared in t
.
his section is

. 
mo�­

ified at arterial highways and otherwtse as stated m thts 
chapter. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 28.] 

46.61.185 Vehicle turning left. The driver of a vehi­
cle intending to turn to the left within an intersection or 
into an alley, private road, or driveway shall yield the 
right of way to any vehicle approaching from the oppo­
site direction which is within the intersection or so close 
thereto as to constitute an immediate hazard. [ 1 965 ex.s. 
c 1 55 § 29.] 

46.61.190 Vehicle entering stop or yield intersection. 
(1)  Preferential right of way at an intersection may be 
indicated by stop signs or yield signs as authorized in 
RCW 47.36. 1 10. 

(2) Except when directed to proceed by a police offi­
cer or traffic-control signal, every driver of a vehicle 
approaching a stop intersection indicated by a stop sign 
shall stop as required by RCW 46.6 1 .360 subsection (2), 
and after having stopped shall yield the right of way to 
any vehicle· which has entered the intersection from an­
other highway or which is approaching so closely on 
said highway as to constitute an immediate hazard dur­
ing the time when such driver is moving across or with­
in the intersection. 

(3) The driver of a vehicle approaching a yield sign 
shall in obedience to such sign slow down to a speed 
reasonable for the existing conditions and shall yield 
the right of way to any vehicle in the intersection or 
approaching on another highway so closely as to con­
stitute an immediate hazard during the time such driver 
is moving across or within the intersection: Provided, 
That if such a driver is involved in a collision with a 
vehicle in the intersection, after driving past a yield sign 
without stopping, such collision shall be deemed prima 
facie evidence of his failure to yield right of way. [ 1 965 
ex.s. c 1 55 § 30.) 

46.61.195 Arterial highways designated--Stopping 
on entering. All state highways are hereby declared to 
be arterial highways as respects all other public high­
ways or private ways except that the Washington state 
highway commission shall have the authority to desig­
nate any county road or city street as an arterial having 
preference over the traffic on the state highway if traffic 
conditions will be improved by such action. 

Those city streets designated by the Washington state 
highway commission as �orming a part ?� the routes of 
state highways through mcorporated ctttes and towns 

are hereby declared to be arterial highways as respects 
all other city streets or private ways. 

The governing authorities of incorporated cities and 
towns may designate any street as an arterial having 
preference over the traffic on a state highway if such 
change is first approved in writing by the Washington 
state highway commission. The local authorities making 
such a change in arterial designation shall do so by 
proper ordinance or resolution and shall erect or cause 
to be erected and maintained standard stop signs, or 
" Yield " signs, to accomplish this change in arterial 
designation. 

The operator of any vehicle entering upon any arteri­
al highway from any other public highway or private 
way shall come to a complete stop before entering such 
arterial highway when stop signs are erected as provid­
ed by law. [ 1 963 ex.s. c 3 § 48 ; 1 96 1  c 12  § 46.60.330. 
Prior: 1 955 c 1 46 § 5; 1 947 c 200 § 14; 1937 c 189 § 
1 05 ;  Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 6360--105. Formerly RCW 
46.60.330.] 

City streets subject to increased speed, designation as arterials: RCW 
46.61.435. 

46.61.200 Stop intersections other than arterial may 
be designated. In addition to the points of intersection 
of any public highway with any arterial public high�.

ay 
which is constituted by law or by any proper authonttes 
of this state or any city or town of this state, the state 
highway commission with respect to state highways, 
and the proper authorities with respect to any other 
public highways, shall have the power to determine and 
designate any particular intersectio_n, or any particular 
highways, roads or streets or portions thereof, 

_
at any 

intersection with which vehicles shall be reqmred to 
stop before entering such intersection; and upon the 
determination and designation of such points at which 
vehicles will be required to come to a stop before en­
tering such intersection, the proper authorities so deter­
mining and designating shali cause to be posted and 
maintained proper signs of the standard design adopted 
by the state highway commission indicating that such 
intersection has been so determined and designated and 
that vehicles entering the same are required to stop. It  
shall be unlawful for any person operating any vehicle 
when entering any intersection determined, designated 
and bearing the sign aforesaid, to fail and neglect

. 
to 

bring such vehicle to a complete stop befo:e entenng 
such intersection. [ 196 1  c 12 § 46.60.340. Pnor: 1937 c 
1 89 § 1 06; RRS § 6360--1 06; 1927 c 284 § I ;  RRS § 
6362--41 a. Formerly RCW 46.60.340.] 

46.61.205 Vehicle entering highway from private road 
or driveway. The driver of a vehicle about to enter or 
cross a highway from a private road or driveway shall 
yield the right of way to all vehicles approaching on 
said highway. [ 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 3 1 .] 

46.61.210 Operation of vehicles on approach of au­
thorized emergency vehicles. ( I )  Upon the immediate 
approach of an authorized emergency vehicle making 
use of audible and visual signals meeting the require­
ments of RCW 46.37. 190, or of a police vehicle properly 
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an
.
d lawfully making use of an audible signal only the 

dover of every other vehicle shall yield the right of way 
and shall immediately drive to a position parallel to, 
and as close as possible to, the right-hand edge or curb 
of the roadway clear of any intersection and shall stop 
and remain in such position until the authorized emer­
gency vehicle has passed, except when otherwise direct­
ed by a police officer. 

(2) This section shall not operate to relieve the driver 
of an authorized emergency vehicle from the duty to 
drive with due regard for the safety of all persons using 
the highway. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 32.] 

PEDESTRIANS' RIGHTS AND DUTIES 

46.61.230 Pedestrians subject to traffic regulations. 
Pedestrians shall be subject to traffic-control signals at 
intersections as provided in RCW 46.6 1 .060, and at all 
other places pedestrians shall be accorded the privileges 
and shall be subject to the restrictions stated in this 
chapter. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 33.) 

46.61.235 Pedestrians' right of way in crosswalks. ( 1 )  
When traffic-control signals are not in place or not in 
operation the driver of a vehicle shall yield the right of 
way, slowing down or stopping if need be to so yield, to 
a pedestrian crossing the roadway within a crosswalk 
when the pedestrian is upon the half of the roadway 
upon which the vehicle is traveling, or when the pedes­
trian is approaching so closely from the opposite half of 
the roadway as to be in danger. 

(2) No pedestrian shall suddenly leave a curb or oth­
er place of safety and walk or run into the path of a 
vehicle which is so close that it is impossible for the 
driver to yield. 

(3) Subsection ( I )  above shall not apply under the 
conditions stated in RCW 46.6 1 .240 subsection (2). 

(4) Whenever any vehicle is stopped at a marked 
crosswalk or at any unmarked crosswalk at an intersec­
tion to permit a pedestrian to cross the roadway, the 
driver of any other vehicle approaching from the rear 
shall not overtake and pass such stopped vehicle. [ 1 965 
ex.s. c 1 55 § 34.} 

46.61.240 Crossing at other than crosswalks. ( 1 )  Ev­
ery pedestrian crossing a roadway at any point other 
than within a marked crosswalk or within an unmarked 
crosswalk at an intersection shall yield the right of way 
to all vehicles upon the roadway. 

(2) Any pedestrian crossing a roadway at a point 
where a pedestrian tunnel or overhead pedestrian cross­
ing has been provided shall yield the right of way to all 
vehicles upon the roadway. 

(3) Between adjacent intersections at which traffic­
control signals are in operation pedestrians shall not 
cross at any place except in a marked crosswalk. 

(4) No pedestrian shall cross a roadway intersection 
diagonally unless authorized by official traffic-control 
devices; and, when authorized to cross diagonally, pe­
destrians shall cross only in accordance with the official 
traffic-control devices pertaining to such crossing 
movements. 

(5) No pedestrian shall cross a roadway at an un­
marked crosswalk where an official sign prohibits such 
crossing. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 155 § 35.] 

46.61.245 Drivers to exercise care. Notwithstanding 
the foregoing provisions of this chapter every driver of a 
vehicle shall exercise due care to avoid colliding with 
any pedestrian upon any roadway and shall give warn­
ing by sounding the horn when necessary and shall ex­
ercise proper precaution upon observing any child or 
any obviously confused or incapacitated person upon a 
roadway. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 155 § 36.] 

Blind pedestrians: Chapter 70.84 RCW. 

46.61.250 Pedestrians on roadways. ( I )  Where side­
walks are provided it shall be unlawful for any pedes­
trian to walk along and upon an adjacent roadway. 

(2) Where sidewalks are not provided any pedestrian 
walking along and upon a highway shall, when practi­
cable, walk only on the left side of the roadway or its 
shoulder facing traffic which may approach from the 
opposite direction and upon meeting an oncoming ve­
hicle shall step clear of the roadway. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 
37.) 

46.61.255 Pedestrians soliciting rides or business. ( 1)  
No person shall stand in or on a public roadway or 
alongside thereof at any place where a motor vehicle 
cannot safely stop off the main traveled portion thereof 
for the purpose of soliciting a ride for himself or for 
another from the occupant of any vehicle. 

(2) It shall be unlawful for any person to solicit a ride 
for himself or another from within the right of way of 
any limited access facility except in such areas where 
permission to do so is given and posted by the highway 
authority of the state, county, city or town having juris­
diction over the highway. 

(3) The provisions of subsections ( 1 )  and (2) above 
shall not be construed to prevent a person upon a pub­
lic highway from soliciting, or a driver of a vehicle from 
giving a ride where an emergency actually exists, nor to 
prevent a person from signaling or requesting transpor­
tation from a passenger carrier for the purpose of be­
coming a passenger thereon for hire. 

(4) No person shall stand in a roadway for the pur­
pose of soliciting employment or business from the oc­
cupant of any vehicle. 

(5) No person shall stand on or in proximity to a 
street or highway for the purpose of soliciting the 
watching or guarding of any vehicle while parked or 
about to be parked on a street or highway. 

(6) It is the intent of the legislature that this section 
preempt the field of the regulation of hitchhiking in any 
form, and no county, city, town, municipality, or politi­
cal subdivision thereof shall take any action in conflict 
with the provisions of this section. [ 1972 ex.s. c 38 § 1 ;  
1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 38.] 

46.61.260 Driving through safety zone prohibited. No 
vehicle shall at any time be driven through or within a 
safety zone. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 39.) 
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TURNING AND STARTING AND SIGNALS ON 
STOPPING AND TURNING 

46.61.290 Required position and method of turning at 
intersections. The driver of a vehicle intending to turn 
at an intersection shall do so as follows: 

( I )  Right turns. Both the approach for a right turn 
and a right turn shall be made as close as practicable to 
the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway. 

(2) Left turns. The driver of a vehicle intending to 
turn left at any intersection shall approach the intersec­
tion in the extreme left-hand lane lawfully available to 
traffic moving in the direction of travel of such vehicle 
and after entering the intersection, the left turn shall be 
made so as to leave the intersection in a lane lawfully 
available to traffic moving in such direction upon the 
roadway being entered. Whenever practicable the left 
tum shall be made in that portion of the intersection to 
the left of the center of the intersection. 

(3) Two-way left turn lanes. 

(a) The department of highways and local authorities 
in their respective jurisdictions ma'y designate a two­
way left turn lane on a roadway. A two-way left turn 
lane is near the center of the roadway set aside for use 
by vehicles making left turns in both directions from or 
into the roadway. 

(b) Two-way left turn lanes shall be designated by 
distinctive uniform roadway markings. The department 
of highways shall determine and prescribe standards 
and specifications governing type, length, width, and 
positioning of the distinctive permanent markings. The 
standards and specifications developed shall be filed 
with the code reviser in accordance with the procedures 
set forth in the Administrative Procedure Act, chapter 
34.04 RCW. On and after July 1 ,  1 97 1 ,  permanent mar­
kings designating a two-way left turn lane shall con­
form to such standards and specifications. 

(c) Upon a roadway where a center lane has been 
provided by distinctive pavement markings for the use 
of vehicles turning left from both directions, no vehicles 
shall turn left from any other lane. A vehicle shall not 
be driven in this center lane for the purpose of overtak­
ing or passing another vehicle proceeding in the same 
direction. A signal, either electric or manual, for indi­
cating a left turn movement, shall be made at least one 
hundred feet before the actual left turn movement is 
made. Any maneuver other than a left turn from this 
center lane will be deemed a violation of this section. 

(4) The state highway commission and local authori­
ties in their respective jurisdictions may cause official 
traffic--control devices to be placed within or adjacent 
to intersections and thereby require and direct that a 
different course from that specified in this section be 
traveled by vehicles turning at an intersection, and 
when such devices are so placed no driver of a vehicle 
shall turn a vehicle at an intersection other than as di­
rected and required by such devices. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 28 1 § 
61 ; 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 40.] 

46.61.295 "U" turns on curve or crest of grade pro­
hibited. No vehicle shan be turned so as to proceed in 
the opposite direction upon any curve, or upon the ap­
proach to or near the crest of a grade, where such vehi­
cle cannot be seen by the driver of any other vehicle 
approaching from either direction within five hundred 
feet within residence or business districts and within 
one thousand feet in all other locations. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 
1 55 § 4 1 .] 

46.61 .300 Starting parked vehicle. No person shall 
start a vehicle which is stopped, standing or parked un­
less and until such movement can be made with rea­
sonable safety. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 42.] 

46.61.305 Turning movements and required signals. 
( 1 )  No person shall turn a vehicle at an intersection un­
less the vehicle is in proper position upon the roadway 
as required in RCW 46.6 1 .290, or turn a vehicle to enter 
a private road or driveway, or otherwise turn a vehicle 
from a direct course or move right or left upon a road­
way unless and until such movement can be made with 
reasonable safety. No person shall so turn any vehicle 
without giving an appropriate signal in the manner 
hereinafter provided. 

(2) A signal of intention to turn right or left when re­
quired shall be given continuously during not less than 
the last one hundred feet traveled by the vehicle before 
turning. 

(3) No person shall stop or suddenly decrease the 
speed of a vehicle without first giving an appropriate 
signal in the manner provided herein to the driver of 
any vehicle immediately to the rear when there is op­
portunity to give such signal. 

· 

(4) The signals provided for in RCW 46.61 .3 10 sub-: 
section (2), shall be used to indicate an intention to 
turn, change lanes, or start from a parked position and 
shall not be flashed on one side only on a parked or 
disabled vehicle, or flashed as a courtesy or "do pass" 
signal to operators of other vehicles approaching from 
the rear. [ 1965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 43.] 

46.61 .310 Signals by hand and arm or signal lamps. 
( I )  Any stop or turn signal when required herein shall 
be given either by means of the hand and arm or by 
signal lamps, except as otherwise provided in subsection 
(2) hereof. 

(2) Any motor vehicle in use on a highway shall be 
equipped with, and required signal shall be given by, 
signal lamps when the distance from the center of the 
top of the steering post to the left outside limit of the 
body, cab or load of such motor vehicle exceeds twen� 
ty-four inches, or when the distance from the center of 
the top of the steering post to the rear limit of the body 
or load thereof exceeds fourteen feet. The latter mea­
surements shall apply to any single vehicle, also to any 
combination of vehicles. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 44.] 

46.61.3 15 Method of giving hand and arm signals. All 
signals herein required given by hand and arm shall be 
given from the left side of the vehicle in the following 
manner and such signals shall indicate as follows: 
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( l )  Left turn. Hand and arm extended horizontally. 
(2) Right turn. Hand and arm extended upward. 
(3) Stop or decrease speed. Hand and arm extended 

downward. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 155 § 45.] 

SPECIAL STOPS REQUIRED 

46.61.340 Obedience to signal indicating approach of 
train. ( 1 )  Whenever any person driving a vehicle ap­
proaches a railroad grade crossing under any of the cir­
cumstances stated in this section, the driver of such 
vehicle shall stop within fifty feet but not less than fif­
teen feet from the nearest rail of such railroad, and 
shall not proceed until he can do so safely. The forego­
ing requirements shall apply when: 

(a) A clearly visible electric or mechanical signal de­
vice gives warning of the immediate approach of a rail­
road train; 

(b) A crossing gate is lowered or when a human flag­
man gives or continues to give a signal of the approach 
or passage of a railroad train; 

(c) An approaching railroad train is plainly visible 
and is in hazardous proximity to such crossing. 

(2) No person shall drive any vehicle through, around 
or under any crossing gate or barrier at a railroad 
crossing while such gate or barrier is closed or is being 
opened or closed. [ 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 46.] 

46.61.345 All vehicles must stop at certain railroad 
grade crossings. The state highway commission and lo­
cal authorities within their respective jurisdictions are 
hereby authorized to designate particularly dangerous 
highway grade crossings of railroads and to erect stop 
signs thereat. When such stop signs are erected the 
driver of any vehicle shall stop within fifty feet but not 
less than fifteen feet from the nearest rail of such rail­
road and shall proceed only upon exercising due care. 
[ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 47.] 

46.61.350 Certain vehicles must stop at all railroad 
grade crossings. ( I )  The driver of any motor vehicle 
carrying passengers for hire, other than a passenger car, 
or of any school bus or private carrier bus carrying any 
school child, or other passenger, or of any vehicle car­
rying explosive substances or flammable liquids as a 
cargo or part of a cargo, before crossing at grade any 
track or tracks of a railroad, shall stop such vehicle 
within fifty feet but not less than fifteen feet from the 
nearest rail of such railroad and while so stopped shall 
listen and look in both directions along such track for 
any approaching train, and for signals indicating the 
approach of a train, except as hereinafter provided, and 
shall not proceed until he can do so safely. Mter stop­
ping as required herein and upon proceeding when it is 
safe to do so the driver of any said vehicle shall cross 
only in such gear of the vehicle that there will be no 
necessity for changing gears while traversing such 
crossing and the driver shall not shift gears while cross­
ing the track or tracks. 

(2) No stop need be made at any such crossing where 
a police officer or a traffic-control signal directs traffic 
to proceed. [ 1 970 ex.s. c I 00 § 7; 1965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 48.] 
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46.61.355 Moving heavy equipment at railroad grade 
crossings. ( I )  No person shall operate or move any 
crawler-type tractor, steam shovel, derrick, roller, or 
any equipment or structure having a normal operating 
speed of ten or less miles per hour or a vertical body or 
load clearance of less than one-half inch per foot of the 
distance between any two adjacent axles or in any event 
of less than nine inches, measured above the level sur­
face of a roadway, upon or across any tracks at a rail­
road grade crossing without first complying with this 
section. 

(2) Before making any such crossing the person oper­
ating or moving any such vehicle or equipment shall 
first stop the same not less than fifteen feet nor more 
than fifty feet from the nearest rail of such railroad and 
while so stopped shall listen and look in both directions 
along such track for any approaching train and for sig­
nals indicating the approach of a train, and shall not 
proceed until the crossing can be made safely. 

(3) No such crossing shall be made when warning is 
given by automatic signal or crossing gates or a flagman 
or otherwise of the immediate approach of a railroad 
train or car. If a flagman is provided by the railroad, 
movement over the crossing shall be under his direc­
tion. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 49.] 

46.61.360 Stop signs and yield signs. ( I )  Preferential 
right of way at an intersection may be indicated by stop 
signs or yield signs as authorized in RCW 47 .36.1 10. 

(2) Except when directed to proceed by a police offi­
cer or traffic-control signal, every driver of a vehicle 
approaching a stop intersection indicated by a stop sign 
shall stop before entering the crosswalk on the near side 
of the intersection or, in the event there is no crosswalk, 
shall stop at a clearly marked stop line, but if none, 
then at the point nearest the intersecting roadway where 
the driver has a view of approaching traffic on the in­
tersecting roadway before entering the intersection. 

(3) The driver of a vehicle approaching a yield sign if 
required for safety to stop shall stop before entering the 
crosswalk on the near side of the intersection or, in the 
event there is no crosswalk, at a clearly marked stop 
line, but if none, then at the point nearest the intersect­
ing roadway where the driver has a view of approaching 
traffic on the intersecting roadway. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 
50.] 

46.61.365 Emerging from alley, driveway or building. 
The driver of a vehicle within a business or residence 
district emerging from an alley, driveway or building 
shall stop such vehicle immediately prior to driving 
onto a sidewalk or onto the sidewalk area extending 
a:cross any alleyway or driveway, and shall yield the 
nght of way to any pedestrian as may be necessary to 
avoid collision, and upon entering the roadway shall 
yield the right of way to all vehicles approaching on 
said roadway. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 155  § 5 1 .] 

46.61.370 Overtaking and passing school bus. ( 1 )  The 
driver of a vehicle upon overtaking or meeting from ei­
t�er direction any school bus which has stopped on the 
htghway for the purpose of receiving or discharging any 
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school children shall stop the vehicle before reachi�g 
such school bus when there is in operation on satd 
school bus a visual signal as specified in RCW 46.37-
. 190 and said driver shall not proceed until such school 
bus resumes motion or is signaled by the school bus 
driver to proceed or the visual signals are no longer 
activated. 

(2) Every school bus shall bear upon the front and 
rear thereof plainly visible signs containing the words 
"SCHOOL BUS" in letters not less than eight inches in 
height, and in addition shall be equipped with visual 
signals meeting the requirements of RCW 46.37. 1 90 
which shall be actuated by the driver of said school bus 
whenever but only whenever such vehicle is stopped on 
the highway for the purpose of receiving or discharging 
school children, except: 

(a) When school children do not have to cross a 
highway and the bus is stopped completely off the main 
traveled portion of the roadway; or 

(b) When the bus is stopped at an intersection or 
place where traffic is controlled by a traffic officer or 
official traffic control signal; or 

(c) When the bus is stopped at school for the purpose 
of receiving or discharging school children and school 
children are not required to cross the roadway. 

(3) The driver of a vehicle upon a highway divided 
into separate roadways as provided in RCW 46.6 1 . 1 50, 
need not stop upon meeting or passing a school bus 
which is on a separate roadway or when upon a limited 
access highway and the school bus is stopped in a 
loading zone which is a part of or adjacent to such 
highway and where pedestrians are not permitted to 
cross the roadway. [ 1965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 52.] 

46.61.375 Overtaking or meeting private carrier 
bus-Signs. ( 1 )  The driver of a vehicle upon overtak­
ing or meeting from either direction any private carrier 
bus which has stopped on the highway for the purpose 
of receiving or discharging any passenger shall stop the 
vehicle before reaching such private carrier bus when 
there is in operation on said bus a visual signal as spec­
ified in RCW 46.37. 1 90 and said driver shall not pro­
ceed until such bus resumes motion or is signaled by 
the bus driver to proceed or the visual signals are no 
longer activated. 

(2) Every private carrier bus shall bear upon the front 
and rear thereof plainly visible signs containing the 
words 1 1PRIVATE CARRIER BUS" in letters not less 
than eight inches in height, and in addition shall be 
equipped with visual signals meeting the requirements 
of RCW 46.37. 190 which shall be actuated by the driver 
of said private carrier bus whenever but only whenever 
such vehicle is stopped on the highway for the purpose 
of receiving or discharging passengers, except: 

(a) When the passengers boarding or alighting do not 
have to cross a highway and the bus is stopped com­
pletely off the main traveled portion of the roadway; or 

(b) When the bus is stopped at an intersection or 
place where traffic is controlled by a traffic officer or 
official traffic control signal. 

(3) The driver of a vehicle upon a highway divided 
into separate roadways as provided in RCW 46.6 1 . 1 50, 

need not stop upon meeting or passing a private carrier 
bus which is on a separate roadway or when upon a 
limited access highway and the private carrier bus is 
stopped in a loading zone which is a part of or adjacent 
to such highway and where pedestrians are not permit­
ted to cross the roadway. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 100 § 8.] 

46.61 .380 Regulations as to design, marking and 
mode of operating school buses. The state superinten­
dent of public instruction, by and with the advice of the 
state highway commission and the chief of the 
Washington state patrol, shall adopt and enforce regu­
lations not inconsistent with the law of this state to 
govern the design, marking and mode of operation of 
all school buses owned and operated by any school dis­
trict or privately owned and operated under contract or 
otherwise with any school district in this state for the 
transportation of school children and such regulation 
shall by reference be made a part of any such contract 
or other agreement with the school district. Every 
school district, its officers and employees, and every 
person employed under contract or otherwise by a 
school district shall be subject to such regulations. It 
shall be unlawful for any officer or employee of any 
school district or for any person operating any school 
bus under contract with any school district to violate 
any of the provisions of such regulations. [ 1 96 1 c 12 § 
46.48. 1 50. Prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 3 1 ;  RRS § 6360-1 3 1 .  
Formerly RCW 46.48. 1 50.] 

Design and markings of school buses: RCW 46.37.190. 

46.61.385 School patrol--Appointment--Au­
thority--Finance-Insurance. The superin ten dent 
of public instruction, through the superintendent of 
schools of any school district, or other officer or board 
performing like functions with respect to the schools of 
any other educational administrative district, may cause 
to be appointed voluntary adult recruits as supervisors 
and, from the student body of any public or private 
school or institution of learning, students, who shall be 
known as members of the " school patrol" and who 
shall serve without compensation and at the pleasure of 
the authority making the appointment. 

The members of such school patrol shall wear an ap­
propriate designation or insignia identifying them as 
members of the school patrol when in performance of 
their duties, and they may display "stop" or other 
proper traffic directional signs or signals at school 
crossings or other points where school children are 
crossing or about to cross a public highway, but mem­
bers of the school patrol and their supervisors shall be 
subordinate to and obey the orders of any peace officer 
present and having jurisdiction. 

School districts, at their discretion, may hire sufficient 
numbers of adults to serve as supervisors. Such adults 
shall be subordinate to and obey the orders of any 
peace officer present and having jurisdiction. 

Any school district having a school patrol may pur­
chase uniforms and other appropriate insignia, traffic 
signs and other appropriate materials, all to be used by 
members of such school patrol while in performance of 

(Title � l25J 
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their duties, and may pay for the same out of the gen­
eral fund of the district. 

_
It shall be unlawful for the operator of any vehicle to 

fall to stop his vehicle when directed to do so by a 
school patrol sign or signal displayed by a member of 
the school patrol engaged in the performance of his 
duty

. 
and wearing or displaying appropriate insignia, 

and
. 

tt shall
_ 

further be unlawful for the operator of a 
vehicle to disregard any other reasonable directions of a 
member of the school patrol when acting in perfor­
mance of his duties as such. 

School dist�ct� may expend funds from the general 
fund of the dtstnct to pay premiums for life and acci­
�ent P?lic�es �overing the members of the school patrol 
m therr distnct while engaged in the performance of 
their school patrol duties. 

Members of the school patrol shall be considered as 
employees for the purposes of RCW 28A.58.425, as now 
or hereafter amended. [ 1 974 1 st ex.s. c 47 § 1 ;  1961  c 1 2  
§ 46.48. 160. Prior: 1953 c 278 § I ;  1937 c 1 89 § 130; 
RRS § 6360-1 30; 1927 c 309 § 42; RRS § 6362-42. 
Formerly RCW 46.48 . 160.] 

SPEED RESTRICTIONS 

46.61.400 Basic rule and maximum limits. ( 1 )  No 
person shall drive a vehicle on a highway at a speed 
greater than is reasonable and prudent under the con­
ditions and having regard to the actual and potential 
hazards then existing. In every event speed shall be so 
controlled as may be necessary to avoid colliding with 
any rerson, �ehicle 0� other �onveyance on or entering 
the htghway m compliance wtth legal requirements and 
the duty of all persons to use due care. 

(2) Except when a special hazard exists that requires 
lower speed for compliance with subsection ( 1) of this 
section, the limits specified in this section or established 
as hereinafter authorized shall be maximum lawful 
speeds, and no person shall drive a vehicle on a high­
way at a speed in excess of such maximum limits. 

(a) Twenty-five miles per hour on city and town 
streets; 

(b) Fifty miles per hour on county roads; 
(c) Sixty miles per hour on state highways. 
The maximum speed limits set forth in this section 

may be altered as authorized in RCW 46.6 1 .405, 46.61 -
.4 10, and 46.6 1 .4 15 .  

(3) The driver of  every vehicle shall, consistent with 
the requirements of subsection ( l )  of this section, drive 
at an appropriate reduced speed when approaching and 
crossing an intersection or railway grade crossing, when 
approaching and going around a curve, when ap­
proaching a hill crest, when traveling upon any narrow 
or winding roadway, and when special hazard exists 
with respect to pedestrians or other traffic or by reason 
of weather or highway conditions. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 155 § 
54; 1 963 c 16  § 1 .  Formerly RCW 46.48.0 1 1 .] 

SaYing of existing orders, etc.. establishing speed Umits--1963 c 
16. "This act shall not repeal or invalidate existing orders and resolu­
tions of the state highway commission or existing resolutions and 
ordinances of local authorities establishing speed limits within their 
respective jurisdictions." [1963 c 16 § 7. Formerly RCW 46.48.016.] 
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"This act" [1963 c 16), as amended, is codified as RCW 46.61 .400 
through 46.61 .415, 46.61.425 and 46.61 .440. 

46.61 .405 Decreases by state highway coDliOissaon. 
Whenever the state highway commission shall deter­
mine upon the basis of an engineering and traffic inves­
tigation that any maximum speed hereinbefore set forth 
is greater than is reasonable or safe with respect to a 
state highway under the conditions found to exist at 
any intersection or upon any other part of the state 
highway system or at state ferry terminals, or that a 
general reduction of any maximum speed hereinbefore 
set forth would aid in the conservation of energy re­
sources, said commission may determine and declare a 
lower maximum limit for any state highway, the entire 
state highway system, or any portion thereof, which 
shall be effective when appropriate signs giving notice 
thereof are erected. The commission may also fix and 
regulate the speed of vehicles on any state highway 
within the maximum speed limit allowed by this chapter 
for special occasions including, but not limited to, local 
parades and other special events. Any such maximum 
speed limit may be declared to be effective at all times 
or at such times as are indicated upon the said signs; 
and differing limits may be established for different 
times of day, different types of vehicles, varying weather 
conditions, and other factors bearing on safe speeds, 
which shall be effective (a) when posted upon appropri­
ate fixed or variable signs or (b) if a maximum limit is 
established for auto stages which is lower than the ·limit 
for automobiles, the auto stage speed limit shall become 
effective thirty days after written notice thereof is 
mailed in the manner provided in subsection ( 4) of 
RCW 46.6 1 .4 10. [ 1974 l st ex.s. c 103 § 1 ;  1970 ex.s. c 
100 § 2 ;  1967 c 25 § 1 ;  1963 c 1 6  § 2. Formerly RCW 
46.48.012.1 

46.61 .4 1 0  Increases by state highway commis­
sion--Maximum speed limit for trucks--Auto stag­
es-Signs and ?otices. ( 1 )  Subject to subsection (2) 
below the state highway commission may increase the 
maximum speed limit on any highway or portion there­
of to not more than seventy miles per hour in accord­
ance with the design speed thereof (taking into account 
all safety elements included therein), or whenever said 
�ommission det�rmin�s �pon the basis of an engineer­
mg and traffic mvesttgat10n that such greater speed is 
reasonable and safe under the circumstances existing on 
such part 

.
of the highway. The greater maximum limit 

s? �etenn.t_Ded shall be effective, when appropriate signs 
givmg notice thereof are erected, or if a maximum limit 
i� �stablished for auto stages which is lower than the 
hmtt for auto

.
mobiles, the auto stage speed limit shall 

?eco�e eft_"ecttve thirty days after written notice thereof 
ts .made� m the manner provided in subsection (4) of 
thts sectton. 

S�ch maximum speed limit may be declared to be ef­
fective at all times or at such times as are indicated 
upo_n sai� sign

.
s or in the case of auto stages, as indicat­

ed m .  said wntt�n notice; and differing limits may be 
est�bhshed for dtfferent times of day, different types of 
vehicles, varying weather conditions, and other factors 
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bearing on safe speeds, which shall ?e eff�ctive w�en 
posted upon appropriate fixed or vanable stgns o! tf 

_
a 

maximum limit is established for auto stages whtch IS 
lower than the limit for automobiles, the auto stage 
speed limit shall become effective thirty days aft�r w�t­
ten notice thereof is mailed in the manner provided m 
subsection (4) of this section. 

(2) The maximum speed limit for vehicles over ten 
thousand pounds gross weight and vehicles in combina­
tion except auto stages shall not exceed sixty miles per 
hour and may be established at a lower limit by the 
state highway commission as provided in RCW 
46.6 1 .405. 

(3) The word "trucks" used by the state highway 
commission on signs giving notice of maximum speed 
limits shall mean vehicles over ten thousand pounds 
gross weight and all vehicles in combination except 
auto stages. 

(4) Whenever the state highway commission shall es­
tablish maximum speed limits for auto stages lower 
than the maximum limits for automobiles, the secretary 
of the state highway commission shall mail notice 
thereof to each auto transportation company holding a 
certificate of public convenience and necessity issued by 
the Washington utilities and transportation commission. 
The notice shall be mailed to the chief place of business 
within the state of Washington of each auto transporta­
tion company or if none then its chief place of business 
without the state of Washington. [ 1 974 l st ex.s. c 103 § 
2; 1970 ex.s. c 100 § 1 ;  1 969 ex.s. c 1 2  § I ;  1 965 ex.s. c 
155 § 55; 1963 c 16 § 3. Formerly RCW 46.48.013 .] 

46.61.415 When local authorities may alter maximum 
limits. ( 1 )  W4enever local authorities in their respective 
jurisdictions determine on the basis of an engineering 
and traffic investigation that the maximum speed per­
mitted under *this act is greater or less than is reason­
able and safe under the conditions found to exist upon 
a highway or part of a highway, the local authority may 
determine and declare a reasonable and safe maximum 
limit thereon which 

(a) Decreases the limit at intersections; or 
(b) Increases the limit but not to more than sixty 

miles per hour; or 
(c) Decreases the limit but not to less than twenty 

miles per hour. 
(2) Local authorities in their respective jurisdictions 

shall determine by an engineering and traffic investiga­
tion the proper maximum speed for all arterial streets 
and shall declare a reasonable and safe maximum limit 
thereon which may be greater or less than the maxi­
mum speed permitted under RCW 46.6 1 .400(2) but 
shall not exceed sixty miles per hour. 

(3) The state highway commission is authorized to 
establish speed limits on county roads and city and 
town streets as shall be necessary to conform with any 
federal requirements which are a prescribed condition 
for the allocation of federal funds to the state. 

(4) Any altered limit established as hereinbefore au­
thorized shall be effective when appropriate signs giving 
notice thereof are erected. Such maximum speed limit 
may be declared to be effective at all times or at such 

times as are indicated upon such signs; and differing 
limits may be established for different times of day, dif­
ferent types of vehicles, varying weather conditions, and 
other factors bearing on safe speeds, which shall be ef­
fective when posted upon appropriate fixed or variable 
signs. 

(5) Any alteration of maximum limits on state high­
ways within incorporated cities or towns by local au­
thorities shall not be effective until such alteration has 
been approved by the state highway commission. [ 1 974 
l st ex.s. c 103 § 3 ;  1963 c 16 § 4. Formerly RCW 
46.48.014.] 

*Reviser's note: "this act" [ 1963 c 16], as amended, is codified as 
RCW 46.6 1 .400--46.61.4 15, 46.61 .425 and 46.61 .440. 

46.61.420 Speed limits established by city or town 
ordinance in conflict with state law--Procedure. Any 
existing city or town ordinance establishing a speed 
limit on a state highway within the city or town in con­
flict with subsection (2)(c) of RCW 46.61 .400 shall con­
tinue in effect not to exceed six months from August 6, 
1 965 during which time the city or town council may 
enact a reduced speed limit for such state highway sub­
ject to the provisions of subsection (4) of RCW 46.6 1 -
.41 5. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 56.] 

46.61.425 Minimum speed regulation. (I) No person 
shall drive a motor vehicle at such a slow speed as to 
impede the normal and reasonable movement of traffic 
except when reduced speed is necessary for safe opera­
tion or in compliance with law: Provided, That a person 
following a vehicle driving at less than the legal maxi­
mum speed and desiring to pass such vehicle may ex­
ceed the speed limit, subject to the provisions of RCW 
46.6 1 . 1 20 on highways having only one lane of traffic in 
each direction, at only such a speed and for only such a 
distance as is necessary to complete the pass with a 
reasonable margin of safety. 

(2) Whenever the state highway commission or local 
authorities within their respective jurisdictions deter­
mine on the basis of an engineering and traffic investi­
gation that slow speeds on any part of a highway 
unreasonably impede the normal movement of traffic, 
the commission or such local authority may determine 
and declare a minimum speed limit thereat which shall 
be effective when appropriate signs giving notice thereof 
are erected. No person shall drive a vehicle slower than 
such minimum speed limit except when necessary for 
safe operation or in compliance with law. [ 1 969 c 135  § 
I ;  1 967 c 25 § 2 ;  1963 c 1 6  § 6. Formerly RCW 
46.48.01 5.] 

46.61.427 Slow moving vehicle to pull off roadway. 
On a two-lane highway where passing is unsafe because 
of traffic in the opposite direction or other conditions, a 
slow moving vehicle, behind which five or more vehicles 
are formed in a line, shall turn off the roadway wherev­
er sufficient area for a safe turn-out exists, in order to 
permit the vehicles following to proceed. As used in this 
section a slow moving vehicle is one which is proceed­
ing at a rate of speed less than the normal flow of traffic 
at the particular time and place. [ 1 973 c 88 § 1 .] 
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46.61 .430 Authority of state highway commission to 
fix speed limits on limited access facilities exclusive-­
Local regulations. Notwithstanding any law to the con­
trary or inconsistent herewith, the Washington state 
highway commission shall have the power and the duty 
to fix and regulate the speed of vehicles within the 
maximum speed limit allowed by law for state high­
ways, designated as limited access facilities, regardless 
of whether a portion of said highway is within the cor­
porate limits of a city or town. No governing body or 
authority of such city or town or other political subdi­
vision may have the power to pass or enforce any ordi­
nance, rule or regulation requiring a different rate of 
speed and all such ordinances, rules and regulations 
contrary to or inconsistent therewith now in force are 
void and of no effect. [ 1 974 1 st ex.s. c 103 § 4; 196 1  c 
1 2  § 46.48.041 .  Prior : 1955 c 1 77 § 5. Formerly RCW 
46.48.041 .] 

46.61.435 Local authorities to provide "stop" signs at 
intersections with increased speed highways-Desig­
nated as arterials. The governing body or authority of 
any such city or town or political subdivision shall 
place and maintain upon each and every public high­
way intersecting a public highway where an increased 
speed is permitted, as provided in this chapter, appro­
priate stop signs, sufficient to be read at any time by 
any person upon approaching and entering the highway 
upon which such increased speed is permitted and such 
city street or such portion thereof as is subject to the 
increased speed shall be an arterial highway. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  
§ 46.48.046. Prior: 195 1  c 2 8  § 4 ;  prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § 66, 
part; RRS § 6360-66, part; 1927 c 309 § 5, part; 192 1  c 
96 § 4 1 ,  part; 19 19  c 59 § 1 3, part; 1 9 1 7  c 1 55 § 20, 
part; 1 9 1 5  c 142 § 34, part; RRS § 6362-5, part. For­
merly RCW 46.48.046.] 

Designation of city streets as arterials, stopping on entering: RCW 
46.61. 195. 

Traffic control signals or devices upon city streets forming part of 
state highways: RCW 46.61.085. 

46.61.440 Maximum speed limit when passing school 
or playground crosswalks. Subject to RCW 46.6 1 .400(1), 
and except in those instances where a lower maximum 
lawful speed is provided by this chapter or otherwise, it 
shall be unlawful for the operator of any vehicle to op­
erate the same at a speed in excess of twenty miles per 
hour when operating any vehicle upon a public highway 
either inside or outside an incorporated city or town 
when passing any marked public school or playground 
crosswalk when such marked crosswalk is fully posted 
with standard portable school or speed control signs. 
The speed zone at the crosswalk shall extend three 
hundred feet in either direction from the marked cross­
walk. [ 1 963 c 1 6  § 5 ;  196 1  c 1 2  § 46.48.023. Prior: 195 1  
c 28 § 9 ;  1949 c 196 § 6, part; 1947 c 200 § 8, part; 1937 
c 1 89 § 64, part ; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6360-64, part; 1927 
c 309 § 3, part; 1 923 c 1 8 1  § 6, part; 1 92 1  c 96 § 27, 
part; 1 9 1 7  c 1 55 § 16, part; 1 9 1 5  c 142 § 24, part; RRS 
§ 6362-3, part; 1909 c 249 § 279, part; Rem. & Bal. § 
253 1 ,  part. Formerly RCW 46.48.023.] 
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46.61.445 Due care required. Compliance with speed 
requirements of this chapter under the circumstances 
hereinabove set forth shall not relieve the operator of 
any vehicle from the further exercise of due care and 
caution as further circumstances shall require. [ 1961  c 
12  § 46.48.025. Prior : 195 1  c 28 § I I ; 1949 c 196 § 6, 
part; 1947 c 200 § 8, part; 1937 c 1 89 § 64, part; Rem. 
Supp. 1949 § 6360-64, part; 1927 c 309 § 3, part; 1923 c 
1 8 1  § 6, part; 192 1  c 96 § 27, part; 1 9 1 7  c 1 55 § 16, 
part; 1 9 1 5  c 142 § 24, part; RRS § 6362-3, part; 1909 c 
249 § 279, part; Rem. & Bal. 253 1 ,  part. Formerly 
RCW 46.48.025.] 

Duty to use due care: RCW 46.61.400(1). 

46.61.450 Maximum speed, weight or size in travers­
ing bridges, elevated structures, tunnels, underpasses-­
Posting limits. It shall be unlawful for any person to 
operate a vehicle or any combination of vehicles over 
any bridge or other elevated structure or through any 
tunnel or underpass constituting a part of any public 
highway at a rate of speed or with a gross weight or of a 
size which is greater at any time than the maximum 
speed or maximum weight or size which can be main­
tained or carried with safety over any such bridge or 
structure or through any such tunnel or underpass when 
such bridge, structure, tunnel or underpass is sign post­
ed as hereinafter provided. The state highway commis­
sion, if it be a bridge, structure, tunnel or underpass 
upon a state highway, or the governing body or author­
ities of any county, city or town, if it be upon roads or 
streets under their jurisdiction, may restrict the speed 
which may be maintained or the gross weight or size 
which may be operated upon or over any such bridge or 
elevated structure or through any such tunnel or under­
pass with safety thereto. The state highway commission 
or the governing body or authorities of any county, city 
or town having jurisdiction shall determine and declare 
the maximum speed or maximum gross weight or size 
which such bridge, elevated structure, tunnel or under­
pass can withstand or accommodate and shall cause 
suitable signs stating such maximum speed or maximum 
gross weight, or size, or either, to be erected and main­
tained on the right hand side of such highway, road or 
street and at a distance of not less than one hundred 
feet from each end of such bridge, structure, tunnel or 
underpass and on the approach thereto: Provided, That 
in the event that any such bridge, elevated structure, 
tunnel or underpass is upon a city street designated by 
the state highway commission as forming a part of the 
route of any state highway through any such incorpo­
rated city or town the determination of any maximum 
speed or maximum gross weight or size which such 
bridge, elevated structure, tunnel or underpass can 
withstand or accommodate shall not be enforceable at 
any speed, weight or size less than the maximum al­
lowed by law, unless with the approval in writing of the 
state highway commission. Upon the trial of any person 
charged with a violation of this section, proof of either 
violation of maximum speed or maximum weight, or 
size, or either, and the distance and location of such 
signs as are required, shall constitute conclusive evi­
dence of the maximum speed or maximum weight, or 
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size, or either, which can be maintained or carried with 
safety over such bridge or elevated structure or through 
such tunnel or underpass. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.48.080. Prior : 
1937 c 1 89 § 70; RRS § 6360-70. Formerly RCW 
46.48.080.} 

46.61.455 Vehicles with solid or hollow cushion tires. 
It shall be unlawful to operate any vehicle equipped or 
partly equipped with solid rubber tires or hollow center 
cushion tires, or to operate any combination of vehicles 
any part of which is equipped or partly equipped with 
solid rubber tires or hollow center cushion tires, so long 
as solid rubber tires or hollow center cushion tires may 
be used under the provisions of this title, upon any 
public highway of this state at a greater rate of speed 
than ten miles per hour. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.48. 1 10. Prior : 
1947 c 200 § 1 1 ; 1 937 c 1 89 § 73; Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 
6360-73. Formerly RCW 46.48. 1 1 0.] 

46.61.460 Special speed limitation on motor-driven 
cycle. No person shall operate any motor-driven cycle 
at any time mentioned in RCW 46.37.020 at a speed 
greater than thirty-five miles per hour unless such mo­
tor-driven cycle is equipped with a head lamp or lamps 
which are adequate to reveal a person or vehicle at a 
distance of three hundred feet ahead. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 
57.} 

46.61.465 Exceeding speed limit evidence of reckless 
driving. The unlawful operation of a vehicle in excess of 
the maximum lawful speeds provided in this chapter at 
the point of operation and under the circumstances de­
scribed shall be prima facie evidence of the operation of 
a motor vehicle in a reckless manner by the operator 
thereof. [ 1961 c 1 2  § 46.48.026. Prior: 1 95 1  c 28 § 12 ;  
1949 c 196 § 6,  part; 1 947 c 200 § 8 ,  part; 1 937 c 1 89 § 
64, part; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6360-64, part; 1 927 c 309 § 
3, part; 1 923 c 1 8 1  § 6, part; 1 92 1  c 96 § 27, part; 1 9 1 7  
c 1 55 § 1 6, part; 1 9 1 5  c 1 42 § 24, part; RRS § 6362-3, 
part; 1909 c 249 § 279, part; Rem. & Bal. § 253 1 ,  part. 
Formerly RCW 46.48.026.) 

46.61.470 Speed traps outlawed--Measured 
courses. No evidence as to the speed of any vehicle op­
erated upon a public highway by any person arrested 
for violation of any of the laws of this state regarding 
speed or of any orders, rules or regulations of any city 
or town or other political subdivision relating thereto 
shall be admitted in evidence in any court at a subse­
quent trial of such person in case such evidence relates 
to or is based upon the maintenance or use of a speed 
trap. A "speed trap," within the meaning of this section, 
is a particular section of or distance on any public 
highway, the length of which has been or is measured 
off or otherwise designated or determined, and the lim­
its of which are within the vision of any officer or offi­
cers who calculate the spe�d of a vehicle passing 
through such speed trap by usmg the lapsed time during 
which such vehicle travels between the entrance and 
exit of such speed trap: Provided, That evidence shall 
be admissible against any person arrested for violation 
of any of the laws of this state or of any orders, rules or 

regulations of any city or town or other political subdi­
vision regarding speed if the same is determined by a 
particular section of or distance on a public highway, 
the length of which has been accurately measured off or 
otherwise designated or determined and the limits of 
which are controlled by a mechanical, electrical or oth­
er device capable of measuring or recording the speed 
of a vehicle passing within such limits within an error of 
not to exceed five percent using the lapsed time during 
which such vehicle travels between such limits: Provid­
ed further, That such limits shall not be closer than 
one-fourth mile. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.48. 1 20. Prior: 1 937 c 
1 89 § 74; RRS § 6360-74; 1927 c 309 § 7 ;  RRS § 
6362-7. Formerly RCW 46.48. 120.) 

46.61.475 Charging violations of speed regulations. 
( 1 )  In every charge of violation of any speed r,egulation 
in this chapter the complaint, also the summons or no­
tice to appear, shall specify the approximate speed at 
which the defendant is alleged to have driven, also the 
maximum speed applicable within the district or at the 
location. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 58.] 

RECKLESS DRIVING, DRIVING WHILE 
INTOXICATED AND NEGLIGENT HOMICIDE 

BY VEHICLE 

46.61.500 Reckless driving. ( 1 )  Any person who 
drives any vehicle in wilful or wanton disregard for the 
safety of persons or property is guilty of reckless 
driving. 

(2) The license or permit to drive or any nonresident 
privilege of any person convicted of reckless driving 
shall be suspended by the department for not less than 
thirty days. [ 1967 c 32 § 67; 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 59.] 

Embracing another while driving as reckless driving: RCW 46.61.665. 

Excess speed as prima facie evidence of reckless driving: RCW 
46.61.465. 

Racing of vehicles on public highways, reckless driving: RCW 
46.61.530. 

Revocation of license, reckless driving: RCW 46.20.285. 

46.61.506 Persons under influence of intoxicating li­
quor--Presumptions--Evidence--Chemical 
tests---Information concerning tests. ( I )  It is unlawful 
for any person who is under the influence of or affected 
by the use of intoxicating liquor or of any narcotic drug 
to drive or be in actual physical control of a vehicle 
within this state. 

(2) Upon the trial of any civil or criminal action or 
proceeding arising out of acts alleged to have been 
committed by any person while driving or in actual 
physical control of a vehicle while under the influence 
of intoxicating liquor, the amount of alcohol in the per­
son's blood at the time alleged as shown by chemical 
analysis of his blood, breath or other bodily substance 
shall give rise to the following presumptions: 

(a) If there was at that time 0.05 percent or less by 
weight of alcohol in the person's blood, it shall be pre­
sumed that he was not under the influence of intoxicat­
ing liquor. 
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(b) If there was at that time in excess of 0.05 percent 
but less than 0. 1 0  percent by weight of alcohol in the 
person's  blood, such fact shall not give rise to any pre­
sumption that the person was or was not under the in­
fluence of intoxicating liquor, but such fact may be 
considered with other competent evidence in determin­
ing whether the person was under the influence of in­
toxicating liquor. 

(c) If there was at that time 0. 1 0  percent or more by 
weight of alcohol in the person's blood, it shall be pre­
sumed that he was under the influence of intoxicating 
liquor. 

(d) Percent by weight of alcohol in the blood shall be 
based upon milligrams of alcohol per one hundred cu­
bic centimeters of blood. 

(e) The foregoing provisions of this section shall not 
be construed as limiting the introduction of any other 
competent evidence bearing upon the question whether 
the person was under the influence of intoxicating 
liquor. 

(3) Chemical analysis of the person's blood or breath 
to be considered valid under the provisions of this sec­
tion shall have been performed according to methods 
approved by the state toxicologist and by an individual 
possessing a valid permit issued by the state toxicologist 
for this purpose. The state toxicologist is directed to 
approve satisfactory techniques or methods, to super­
vise the examination of individuals to ascertain their 
qualifications and competence to conduct such analy­
ses, and to issue permits which shall be subject to ter­
mination or revocation at the discretion of the state 
toxicologist. 

(4) When a blood test is administered under the pro­
visions of RCW 46.20.308, the withdrawal of blood for 
the purpose of determining its alcoholic content may be 
performed only by a physician, a registered nurse, or a 
qualified technician. This limitation shall not apply to 
the taking of breath specimens. 

(5) The person tested may have a physician, or a 
qualified technician, chemist, registered nurse, or other 
qualified person of his own choosing administer a 
chemical test or tests in addition to any administered at 
the direction of a law enforcement officer. The failure 
or inability to obtain an additional test by a person 
shall not preclude the admission of evidence relating to 
the test or tests taken at the direction of a law enforce­
ment officer. 

(6) Upon the request of the person who shall submit 
to a chemical test or tests at the request of a law en­
forcement officer, full information concerning the test 
or tests shall be made available to him or his attorney. 
[ 1 969 c 1 § 3 (Initiative Measure No. 242 § 3).] 

Severabllity-1969 c 1: See RCW 46.20.9 1 1. 

46.61.510 Persons under the influence of drugs. It is 
unlawful and punishable as provided in RCW 46.6 1 .5 1 5  
for any person who is an habitual user of or under the 
influence of any narcotic drug or who is under the in­
fluence of any other drug to a degree which renders him 
incapable of safely driving a vehicle to drive a vehicle 
within this state. The fact that any person charged with 
a violation of this section is or has been entitled to use 
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such drug under the laws of this state shall not consti­
tute a defense against any charge of violating this sec­
tion. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 6 1 .] 

46.61 .515 Driving while under the influence of intox­
icating liquor or drugs--Penalties--Penalty assess­
ments in addition to fines, etc.--Suspension or 
revocation of license--Appeal. ( 1 )  Every person who is 
convicted of a violation of (a) driving a motor vehicle 
while under the influence of intoxicating liquor or (b) 
driving a motor vehicle while under the influence of a 
narcotic drug, or under the influence of any other drug 
to a degree which renders the driver incapable of safely 
driving a motor vehicle shall be punished by imprison­
ment for not less than five days nor more than one year, 
and by a fine of not less than fifty dollars nor more 
than five hundred dollars. 

On a second or subsequent conviction of either of­
fense within a five year period he shall be punished by 
imprisonment for not less than thirty days nor more 
than one year and by a fine not less than one hundred 
dollars nor more than one thousand dollars, and neither 
the jail sentence nor the fine shall be suspended: Pro­
vided, That the court may, for a defendant who has not 
previously had a jail sentence suspended on such sec­
ond or subsequent conviction, suspend such sentence 
and/or fine only on the condition that the defendant 
participate in and successfully complete a court ap­
proved alcohol treatment program: Provided, further, 
That the suspension shall be set aside upon the failure 
of the defendant to provide proof of successful comple­
tion of said treatment program within a time certain to 
be established by the court. If such person at the time 
of a second or subsequent conviction is without a li­
cense or permit because of a previous suspension or re­
vocation, the minimum mandatory sentence shall be 
ninety days in jail and a two hundred dollar fine. The 
penalty so imposed shall not be suspended. 

(2) There shall be levied and paid into the highway 
safety fund of the state treasury a penalty assessment in 
the minimum amount of twenty-five percent of, and 
which shall be in addition to, any fine, bail forfeiture, or 
costs on all offenses involving a violation of any state 
statute or city or county ordinance relating to driving a 
motor vehicle while under the influence of intoxicating 
liquor or being in actual physical control of a motor 
vehicle while under the influence of intoxicating liquor: 
Provided, That all funds derived from such penalty as­
sessment shall be in addition to and exclusive of assess­
ments made under RCW 46.8 1 .030 and shall be for the 
exclusive use of the department for driver services pro­
grams and for a state-wide alcohol safety action pro­
gram, or other similar programs designed primarily for 
the rehabilitation or control of traffic offenders. Such 
penalty assessment shall be included in any bail sched­
ule and shall be included by the court in any pro­
nouncement of sentence. 

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions contained in 
chapters 3. 1 6, 3.46, 3.50, 3 .62 or 35.20 RCW, or any 
other section, the penalty assessment provided for in 
subsection (2) of this section shall not be suspended, 
waived, modified, or deferred in any respect and all 
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moneys derived from such penalty assessments shall be 
forwarded to the highway safety fund to be used exclu­
sively for the purposes set forth in subsection (2) of this 
section. 

(4) The +icense or permit to drive or any nonresident 
privilege of any person convicted of either of the offen­
ses named in subsection ( 1) above shall: 

(a) Be suspended by the department for not less than 
thirty days; 

(b) On a second conviction under either such offense 
within a five year period, be suspended by the depart­
ment for not less than sixty days after the termination 
of such person's jail sentence; 

(c) On a third or subsequent conviction under either 
such offense within a five year period, be revoked by 
the department. 

(5) In any case provided for in this section, where a 
driver's license is to be revoked or suspended, such re­
vocation or suspension shall be stayed and shall not 
take effect until after the determination of any appeal 
from the conviction which may lawfully be taken, but 
in case such conviction is sustained on appeal such re­
vocation or suspension shall take effect as of the date 
that the conviction becomes effective for other pur­
poses. [ 1 974 1 st ex.s. c 1 30 § 1 ;  1 97 1  ex.s. c 284 § 1 ;  
1967 c 32 § 68 ; 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 62.] 

Severability-1971 ex.s. c 284: See note following RCW 
46 .6 5.0 10 .  

Highway safety fund: RCW 46.68.060. 
Revocation of license for driving under the iniluence of intoxicating 

liquor or drugs: RCW 46.20.285. 

46.61.518 Penalty assessments--Disposition of 
gross proceeds. The gross proceeds of the penalty as­
sessments provided for in RCW 46.6 1 .5 1 5(2) shall be 
separately accounted for and transmitted to the city or 
county treasurer, as the case may be, by the court col­
lecting the same, in the manner and at the times that 
fines and bail forfeitures are transmitted to such treas­
urers. The city and county treasurers shall also sepa­
rately account for such moneys, place them in a 
separate fund, and shall transmit to the state treasurer 
monthly and without deduction the gross amount of 
such penalty assessments received, which shall be cred­
ited forthwith to the highway safety fund of the state 
treasury. [ 1 974 1 st ex.s. c 1 30 § 3.] 

46.61.520 Negligent homicide by motor vehicle­
Penalty. ( I )  When the death of any person shall ensue 
within three years as a proximate result of injury re­
ceived by the driving of any vehicle by any person 
while under the influence of or affected by intoxicating 
liquor or narcotic drugs as defined in chapter 69.50 
RCW, Uniform Controlled Substances Act, or by the 
operation of any vehicle in a reckless manner or with 
disregard for the safety of others, the person so opera­
ting such vehicle shall be guilty of negligent homicide 
by means of a motor vehicle. 

(2) Any person convicted of negligent homicide by 
means of a motor vehicle shall be punished by impris­
onment in the state penitentiary for not more than ten 
years, or by imprisonment in the county jail for not 

more than one year, or by fine of not more than one 
thousand dollars, or by both fine and imprisonment. 
[ 1 973 2nd ex.s. c 38 § 2; 1 970 ex.s. c 49 § 5 ;  1 965 ex.s. c 
1 55 § 63 ; 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.56.040. Prior : 1 937 c 1 89 § 
1 20; RRS § 6360-1 20. Formerly RCW 46.56.040.) 

SeverabiUty-1970 ex.s. c 49: See note following RCW 9.48.010. 

Suspension or revocation of license upon conviction of manslaughter 
or negligent homicide resulting from operation of motor vehicle: 
RCW 46.20.285, 46.20.291. 

46.61.525 Operating motor vehicle in a negligent 
manner. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a 
motor vehicle in a negligent manner over and along the 
public highways of this state. For the purpose of this 
section to "operate in a negligent manner" shall be 
construed to mean the operation of a vehicle upon the 
public highways of this state in such a manner as to 
endanger or be likely to endanger any persons or 
property. 

The offense of operating a vehicle in a negligent 
manner shall be considered to be a lesser offense than, 
but included in, the offense of operating a vehicle in a 
reckless manner, and any person charged with opera­
ting a vehicle in a reckless manner may be convicted of 
the lesser offense of operating a vehicle in a negligent 
manner. Any person violating the provisions of this 
section will be guilty of a misdemeanor: Provided, That 
the director shall not revoke any license under this sec­
tion. [ 1 967 c 32 § 69; 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.56.030. Prior: 1 939 
c 1 54 § 1 ;  RRS § 6360-1 1 8  1 /2. Formerly RCW 
46.56.030.] 

46.61.530 Racing of vehicles on highways--Reck­
less driving. No person or persons shall race any motor 
vehicle or motor vehicles upon any public highway of 
this state. Any person or persons guilty of comparing or 
contesting relative speeds by simultaneous operations 
shall be guilty of reckless driving whether or not such 
speed is in excess of the maximum speed prescribed by 
law. [ 1 96 1  c 12  § 46.48.050. Prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § 67; RRS 
§ 6360-67 ; 192 1  c 96 § 32; 1 9 1 5  c 1 42 § 25 ; RRS § 
6344. Formerly RCW 46.48.050.] 

. 
46.61.535 Advertising of unlawful speed attained­

Reckless driving. It shall be unlawful for any manufac­
turer, dealer, distributor or any person, firm or corpo­
ration to publish or advertise or offer for publication or 
advertisement, or to consent or cause to be published or 
advertised, the time consumed or speed attained by a 
vehicle between given points or over given or designat­
ed distances upon any public highways of this state 
when such published or advertised time consumed or 
speed attained shall indicate an average rate of speed 
between given points or over a given or designated dis­
tance in excess of the maximum rate of speed allowed 
between such points or at a rate of speed which would 
constitute reckless driving between such points. Convic­
tion for a violation of any of the provisions of this sec­
tion shall be prima facie evidence of reckless driving 
and shall subject such person, firm, or corporation to 
the penalties in such cases provided. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 
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46.48.060. Prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § 68; RRS § 6360-68. For­
merly RCW 46.48.060.] 

STOPPING, STANDING, AND PARKING 

46.61.560 Stopping, standing or parking outside of 
busi1_1ess or residence districts. ( 1 )  Upon any highway 
outside of incorporated cities and towns no person shall 
stop, park or leave standing any vehicle, whether at­
tended or unattended, upon the main-traveled part of 
the highway. 

(�) This section shall not apply to the driver of any 
vehicle which is disabled while on the main-traveled 
portion of a highway in such manner and to such extent 
that

. 
it is impossible to avoid stopping and temporarily 

leavmg such disabled vehicle in such position. [ 1965 
ex.s. c 1 55 § 64.] 

Rules on leaving motor vehicle unattended: RCW 46.61.600. 

46.61 .565 Officers authorized to remove illegally 
stopped vehicle. ( I )  Whenever any police officer finds a 
vehicle standing upon a highway in violation of any of 
the provisions of RCW 46.6 1 .560, such officer is hereby 
authorized to move such vehicle, or require the driver 
or other person in charge of the vehicle to move the 
same, to a position off the main-traveled part of such 
highway. 

(2) Whenever any police officer finds a vehicle unat­
tended upon any bridge or causeway or in any tunnel 
where such vehicle constitutes an obstruction to traffic, 
such officer is hereby authorized to provide for the re­
moval of such vehicle to the nearest garage or other 
place of safety. 

(3) The charge for removal of a vehicle as authorized 
in subsections ( 1 )  and (2) above shall be fixed by the 
governmental agency having traffic law enforcement ju­
risdiction over the portion of highway where such vehi­
cle was found. Such governmental agency may perform 
the removal service directly or through a private firm. A 
private firm providing such removal services shall post 
the authorized charges therefor prominently at its place 
of business. The costs incurred in the removal of such a 
vehicle shall be paid by the vehicle's owner and shall be 
a lien upon the vehicle until paid. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 
65.] 

46.61.570 Stopping, standing or parking prohibited in 
specified places. (1) Except when necessary to avoid 
conflict with other traffic, or in compliance with law or 
the directions of a police officer or official traffic-con­
trol device, no person shall: 

(a) Stop, stand or park a vehicle: 
(i) On the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or 

parked at the edge or curb of a street; 
(ii) On a sidewalk or street planting strip; 
(iii) Within an intersection; 
(iv) On a crosswalk; 
(v) Between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or 

within thirty feet of points on the curb immediately op­
posite the ends of a safety zone, unless official signs or 
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markings indicate a different no-parking area opposite 
the ends of a safety zone; 

(vi) Alongside or opposite any street excavation or 
obstruction when stopping, standing, or parking would 
obstruct traffic; A 

(vii) Upon any bridge or other elevated structure 
upon a highway or within a highway tunnel; 

(viii) On any railroad tracks; or 
(ix) At any place where official signs prohibit 

stopping. 
(b) Stand or park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, 

except momentarily to pick up or discharge a passenger 
or passengers : 

(i) In front of a public or private driveway or within 
five feet of the end of the curb radius leading thereto; 

(ii) Within fifteen feet of a fire hydrant; 
(iii) Within twenty feet of a crosswalk; 
(iv) Within thirty feet upon the approach to any 

flashing signal, stop sign, yield sign, or traffic-control 
signal located at the side of a roadway; 

(v) Within twenty feet of the driveway entrance to 
any fire station and on the side of a street opposite the 
entrance to any fire station within seventy-five feet of 
said entrance; or 

(vi) At any place where official signs prohibit 
standing. 

(c) Park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except 
temporarily for the purpose of and while actually en­
gaged in loading or unloading merchandise or 
passengers: 

(i) 
.
Within fifty feet of the nearest rail of a railroad 

crossmg; or 
(ii) At any place where official signs prohibit parking. 
(2) Parking or standing shaH be permitted in the 

manner provided by law at all other places except a 
time limit may be imposed or parking restricted at other 
places, but such limitation and restriction shall be by 
city ordinance or county resolution or order of the state 
highway commission upon public highways under their 
respective jurisdictions. 

(3) No person shall move a vehicle not lawfully under 
his control into any such prohibited area or away from 
a curb such a distance as is unlawful. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 155 § 
66.] 

46.61.575 Additional parking regulations. ( 1 )  Except 
as otherwise provided in this section, every vehicle 
stopped or parked upon a two-way roadway shall be so 
stopped or parked with the right-hand wheels parallel 
to and within twelve inches of the right-hand curb or 
edge of the roadway. 

(2) Except when otherwise provided by local ordi­
nance, every vehicle stopped or parked upon a one-way 
roadway shall be so stopped or parked parallel to the 
�urb or edge of the roadway, in the direction of author­
IZed traffic movement, with its right-hand wheels within 
twelve inches of the right-hand curb or edge of the 
roadway, or its left-hand wheels within twelve inches of 
the left-hand curb or edge of the roadway. 

(3) Local authorities may by ordinance or resolution 
pe�t angle parking on any roadway, except that angle 
parking shall not be permitted on any federal-aid or 
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state highway unless the state highway commission h�s 
determined by resolution or order that the roadway IS 
of sufficient width to permit angle parking without in­
terfering with the free movement of traffic. 

(4) The state highway commission with respect to 
highways under its jurisdiction may place signs prohib­
iting or restricting the stopping, standing or parking of 
vehicles on any highway where in its opinion, as evi­
denced by resolution or order, such stopping, standing 
or parking is dangerous to those using the highway or 
where the stopping, standing or parking of vehicles 
would unduly interfere with the free movement of traf­
fic thereon. Such signs shall be official signs and no 
person shall stop, stand or park any vehicle in violation 
of the restrictions stated on such signs. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 155 
§ 67.] 

46.61.580 Special parking privileges for certain dis­
abled persons-Display of decal--Prohibited areas. 
Any person who has lost both of his lower extremities, 
or who has lost the normal or full use thereof, or who is 
so severely disabled as to be unable to move without 
the aid of crutches or a wheelchair, shall be allowed to 
park his vehicle for unlimited periods of time in parking 
zones or areas which are otherwise restricted as to the 
length of time parking is permitted. This section shall 
have no application to those zones or areas in which the 
stopping, parking, or standing of all vehicles is prohibi­
ted or which are reserved for special types of vehicles. 
Such person shall not be permitted the foregoing privi­
lege unless he obtains and displays a distinguishing de­
cal as provided in RCW 46. 1 6.380. [ 196 1 c 1 28 § 2. 
Formerly RCW 46.48.340.] 

MISCELLANEOUS RULES 

46.61 .600 Unattended motor vehicle. No person 
driving or in charge of a motor vehicle shall permit it to 
stand unattended without first stopping the engine, 
locking the ignition, removing the key and effectively 
setting the brake thereon and, when standing upon any 
perceptible grade, turning the front wheels to the curb 
or side of the highway. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 68.] 

46.61.605 Limitations on backing. ( 1 )  The driver of a 
vehicle shall not back the same unless such movement 
can be made with safety and without interfering with 
other traffic. 

(2) The driver of a vehicle shall not back the same 
upon any shoulder or roadway of any limited access 
highway. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 69.] 

46.61.610 Riding on motorcycles. A person operating 
a motorcycle shall ride only upon the permanent and 
regular seat attached thereto, and such operator shall 
not carry any other person nor shall any other person 
ride on a motorcycle unless such motorcycle is designed 
to carry more than one person, in which event a pas­
senger may ride upon the permanent and regular seat if 
designed for two persons, or upon another seat firmly 
attached to the rear or side of the operator: Provided, 
however, That the motorcycle must contain foot pegs of 

a type approved by the equipment commission. [ 1 967 c 
232 § 5 ;  1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 70.] 

Equipment regulations for motorcycles: RCW 46.37.530, 46.37.535. 

46.6 1 .6 1 1 Riding on motorcycles--Maximum 
height for handlebars. No person shall operate on a 
public highway a motorcycle in which the handlebars or 
grips are more than fifteen inches higher than the seat 
or saddle for the operator. [ 1 967 c 232 § 6.] 

46.61.612 Riding on motorcycles-Both feet not to 
be on same side. No person shall ride a motorcycle in a 
position where both feet are placed on the same side of 
the motorcycle. [ 1 967 c 232 § 7.] 

46.61.613 Riding on motorcycles-Temporary sus­
pension of restrictions for parades or public demonstra­
tions. The provisions of RCW 46.37.530 and 46.6 1 .6 1 0  
through 46.6 1 .6 1 2  may be temporarily suspended by the 
chief of the Washington state patrol, or his designee, 
with respect to the operation of motorcycles within their 
respective jurisdictions in connection with a parade or 
public demonstration. [ 1 967 c 232 § 8.] 

46.61.615 Obstructions to driver's view or driving 
mechanism. ( I )  No person shall drive a vehicle when it 
is so loaded, or when there are in the front seat such a 
number of persons, exceeding three, as to obstruct the 
view of the driver to the front or sides of the vehicle or 
as to interfere with the driver's control over the driving 
mechanism of the vehicle. 

(2) No passenger in a vehicle shall ride in such posi­
tion as to interfere with the driver's view ahead or to 
the sides, or to interfere with his control over the driv­
ing mechanism of the vehicle. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 7 1 .] 

46.61.620 Opening and closing vehicle doors. No 
person shall open the door of a motor vehicle on the 
side adjacent to moving traffic unless and until it is 
reasonably safe to do so, and can be done without in­
terfering with the movement of other traffic, nor shall 
any person leave a door open on the side of a vehicle 
adjacent to moving traffic for a period of time longer 
than necessary to load or unload passengers. [ 1 965 ex.s. 
c 1 55 § 72.] 

46.61.625 Riding in trailers. No person or persons 
shall occupy any trailer while it is being moved upon a 
public highway, except a person occupying a proper 
position for steering a trailer designed to be steered 
from a rear-end position. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 73.] 

46.61.630 Coasting prohibited. ( 1) The driver of any 
motor vehicle when traveling upon a down grade shall 
not coast with the gears of such vehicle in neutral. 

(2) The driver of a commercial motor vehicle when 
traveling upon a down grade shall not coast with the 
clutch disengaged. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 74.] 

46.61.635 Following fire apparatus prohibited. The 
driver of any vehicle other than one on official business 
shall not follow any fir.e apparatus traveling in response 
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to a fire alarm closer than five hundred feet or drive 
into or park such vehicle within the block where fire 
apparatus has stopped in answer to a fire alarm. [ 1965 
ex.s. c 1 55 § 75.] 

46.61.640 Crossing fire bose. No vehicle shall be 
driven over any unprotected hose of a fire department 
when laid down on any street, or private driveway, to 
be used at any fire or alarm of fire, without the consent 
of the fire department official in command. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 
155 § 76.] 

46.61.645 Throwing or depositing glass, etc., on high­
way prohibited-Removal. ( I )  No person shall throw 
or deposit upon any highway any glass bottle, glass, 
nails, tacks, wire, cans or any other substance likely to 
inj ure any person, animal or vehicle upon such 
highway. 

(2) Any person who drops, or permits to be dropped 
or thrown, upon any highway any destructive or injuri­
ous material shall immediately remove the same or 
cause it to be removed. 

(3) Any person removing a wrecked or damaged ve­
hicle from a highway shall remove any glass or other 
injurious substance dropped upon the highway from 
such vehicle. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 155 § 77.] 

46.61.655 Permitting escape of load materials. No 
vehicle shall be driven or moved on any public highway 
unless such vehicle is so constructed or loaded as to 
prevent any of its load from dropping, sifting, leaking 
or otherwise escaping therefrom, except that sand may 
be dropped for the purpose of securing traction, or wa­
ter or other substance may be sprinkled on a roadway 
in the cleaning or maintaining of such roadway by 
public authority having j urisdiction. Any person opera­
ting a vehicle from which any glass or objects have fall­
en or escaped, which would constitute an obstruction or 
injure a vehicle or otherwise endanger travel upon such 
public highway shall immediately cause the public 
highway to be cleaned of all such glass or objects and 
shall pay any costs therefor. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 307 § 22; 1965 
ex.s. c 52 § I ;  1961  c 12 § 46.56. 1 35. Prior: 1947 c 200 § 
3, part; 1 937 c 1 89 § 44, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 
6360-44, part. Formerly RCW 46.56. 1 35.] 

Severability-1971 ex.s. c 307: See RCW 70.93.900. 

46.61 .660 Carrying persons or animals on outside 
part of vehicle. I t  shall be unlawful for any person to 
transport any living animal on the running board, fend­
ers, hood, or other outside part of any vehicle unless 
suitable harness, cage or enclosure be provided and so 
attached as to protect such animal from falling or being 
thrown therefrom. It shall be unlawful for any person to 
transport any persons upon the running board, fenders, 
hood or other outside part of any vehicle, except that 
this provision shall not apply to authorized emergency 
vehicles. [ 196 1  c 12  § 46.56.070. Prior: 1 93 7 c 1 89 § 1 1 5 ;  
RRS § 6360--1 1 5.  Formerly RCW 46.56.070.) 
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46.61.665 Embracing another while driving. It shall 
be unlawful for any person to operate a motor vehicle 
upon the highways of this state when such person has in 
his or her embrace another person which prevents the 
free and unhampered operation of such vehicle. Any 
person so doing shall be deemed guilty of reckless driv­
ing. [ 1 96 1  c 12  § 46.56. 100. Prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 1 7; 
RRS § 6360-- 1 17 ;  1927 c 309 § 49; RRS § 6362-49. 
Formerly RCW 46.56. 100.] 

46.61.670 Driving with wheels off roadway. It shall 
be unlawful to operate or drive any vehicle or combi­
nation of vehicles over or along any pavement or gravel 
or crushed rock surface on a public highway with one 
wheel or all of the wheels off the roadway thereof, ex­
cept for the purpose of stopping off such roadway, or 
having stopped thereat, for proceeding back onto the 
pavement, gravel or crushed rock surface thereof. [ 1961 
c 1 2  § 46.56. 1 30.  Prior: 1 937 c 1 89 § 96; RRS § 
6360--96. Formerly RCW 46.36. 1 30, (second, third, 
fourth paragraphs). Formerly RCW 46.56 . 1 30.] 

46.61.675 Causing or permitting vehicle to be unlaw­
fully operated. It  shall be unlawful for the owner, or any 
other person, in employing or otherwise directing the 
operator of any vehicle to require or knowingly to per­
mit the operation of such vehicle upon any public high­
way in any manner contrary to the law. [ 1 96 1  c 12 § 
46.56.200. Prior: 1937 c 1 89 § 148 ;  RRS § 6360--148. 
Formerly RCW 46.56.200.) 

46.61.680 Lowering passenger motor vehicle below 
legal clearance--Penalty. It  is unlawful to operate any 
passenger motor vehicle which has been modified from 
the original design so that any portion of such passen­
ger vehicle other than the wheels has less clearance 
from the surface of a level roadway than the clearance 
between the roadway and the lowermost portion of any 
rim of any wheel the tire on which is in contact with 
such roadway. 

Any person violating the provisions of this section 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. [ 1 96 1  c 1 5 1  § I .  For­
merly RCW 46.56.220.] 

46.61.685 Leaving children unattended in standing 
vehicle with motor running--Penalty. I t  shall be un­
lawful for any person, while operating or in charge of a 
vehicle, to park or wilfully allow such vehicle to stand 
upon a public highway or in a public place with its mo­
tor running, leaving a minor child or children under the 
age of sixteen years unattended therein. 

Any person violating the provisions of this section 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. Upon a second or 
subsequent conviction for a violation of the provisions 
of this section, the court shall, in addition to such fine 
or imprisonment as provided by law, revoke the opera­
tor's license of such person. [ 1 96 1  c 1 5 1  § 2. Formerly 
RCW 46.56.230.] 

Leaving children unattended in parked automobile while entering 
tavern, etc.: RCW 9.91.()60. 
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46.61.690 Violations relating to toll facilities. Any 
person who operates a motor vehicle over a toll bridge, 
toll tunnel, toll road, or toll ferry, and the approaches 
thereto, operated by the state of Washington, the 
Washington toll bridge authority or any political subdi­
vision or municipal corporation empowered to operate 
toll facilities, at the entrance to which appropriate signs 
have been erected to notify traffic that it is entering a 
toll facility or its approaches and is subject to the pay­
ment of tolls at the designated station for collecting 
tolls, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor if: 

( 1 )  He refuses to pay, evades, or attempts to evade 
the payment of such tolls, or who shall use or attempt 
to use any spurious or counterfeit tickets, coupons or 
tokens for payment of any such tolls, or 

(2) he turns, or attempts to tum, the vehicle around 
in the bridge, tunnel, loading terminal, approach or toll 
plaza where signs have been erected forbidding such 
turns, or 

(3) he refuses to pass through the toll gates after hav­
ing come within the area where signs have been erected 
notifying traffic that it is entering the area where toll is 
collectible or where vehicles may not tum around and 
where vehicles are required to pass through the toll 
gates for the purpose of collecting tolls. [ I  96 1 c 259 § I .  
Formerly RCW 46.56.240.) 

_
Se�erability-1961 c 25?: "If any p�ovision_ of this act, or its ap­

plication to any person or ctrcumstance IS held mvalid, the remainder 
of the act, or the application of the provision to other persons or cir­
cumstances is not affected." [ 1961 c 259 § 2.] This applies to RCW 
46.61 .690. 

46.61.700 Parent or guardian shall not authorize or 
permit violation by a child or ward. The parent of any 
child and the guardian of any ward shall not authorize 
or knowingly permit any such child or ward to violate 
any of the provisions of this chapter. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 
78.] 

_R�viser's note: 
_
This section was enacted just prior to sections per­

tammg_ to operation of bicycles and play vehicles and is accordingly 
so codified. The section appears in the Uniform Vehicle Code ( 1962) 
as part of the first section of Article XU-Operation of Bicycles 
and Play Vehicles. 

Captions used herein, not part of the law: RCW 46.61.990. 

Unlawful to allow unauthorized child or ward to drive: RCW 
46.20.343. 

OPERATION OF BICYCLES AND PLAY 
VEHICLES 

46.61.750 Effect of regulations-Penalty. ( 1 )  It is a 
misdemeanor for any person to do any act forbidden or 
fail to perform any act required in RCW 46.6 1 .750 
through 46.6 1 .780. 

(2) These regul�tions �pplicable to bicycles shall ap­
ply whenever a b1cycle 1s operated upon any highway 
or upon any path set aside for the exclusive use of bi­
cycles subject to those exceptions stated herein. [ 1 965 
ex.s. c 1 55 § 79.) 

Bicycle defined: RCW 46.04.071. 

46.61.755 Traffic laws apply to persons riding bicy­
cles. Every person riding a bicycle upon a roadway 
shall be granted all of the rights and shall be subject to 
all of the duties applicable to the driver of a vehicle by 
this chapter, except as to special regulations in RCW 
46.6 1 .750 through 46.6 1 .780 and except as to those pro­
visions of this chapter which by their nature can have 
no application. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 80.] 

46.61.760 Riding on bicycles. ( 1 )  A person propelling 
a bicycle shall not ride other than upon or astride a 
permanent and regular seat attached thereto. 

(2) No bicycle shall be used to carry more persons at 
one time than the number for which it is designed and 
equipped. [ 1965 ex.s. c I 55 § 8 1 .] 

46.61 .765 Clinging to vehicles. No person riding 
upon any bicycle, coaster, roller skates, sled or toy ve­
hicle shall attach the same or himself to any vehicle 
upon a roadway. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 82.] 

46.61.770 Riding on roadways and bicycle paths. ( I )  
Every person operating a bicycle upon a roadway shall 
ride as near to the right side of the roadway as practi­
cable and may utilize the shoulder of the roadway or 
any specially designated bicycle lane if such exists, ex­
ercising due care when passing a standing vehicle or 
one proceeding in the same direction. 

(2) Persons riding bicycles upon a roadway shall not 
ride more than two abreast except on paths or parts of 
roadways set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles. 

(3) Wherever a usable path for bicycles has been 
provided adjacent to a roadway, bicycle riders shall use 
such path and shall not use the roadway. [ 1 974 1st ex.s. 
c 141  § 14;  1965 ex.s. c 1 55 § 83.] 

46.61.775 Carrying articles. No person operating a 
bicycle shall carry any package, bundle or article which 
prevents the driver from keeping at least one hand upon 
the handle bars. [ I 965 ex.s. c 155 § 84.) 

46.61.780 Lamps and other equipment on bicycles. 
( 1 )  Every bicycle when in use during the hours of dark­
n�ss as defined in RCW 46.37.020 shall be equipped 
w1th a lamp on the front which shall emit a white light 
visible from a distance of at least five hundred feet to 
the front and with a red reflector on the rear of a type 
approved by the state commission on equipment which 
shall be visible from all distances from fifty feet to three 
hundred feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful 
upper beams of head lamps on a motor vehicle. A lamp 
emitting a red light visible from a distance of five hun­
dred feet to the rear may be used in addition to the red 
reflector. 

(2) Every bicycle shall be equipped with a brake 
which will enable the operator to make the braked 
wheels skid on dry, level, clean pavement. ( 1 965 ex.s. c 
1 55 § 85.] 

46.61.990 Recodification of sections--Organization 
of chapter--Construction. Sections I through 52 and 
54 through 86 of this amendatory act are added to 
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chapter 1 2, Laws of 1 96 1  and shall constitute a new 
chapter in Title 46 of the Revised Code of Washington 
and sections 54, 55 and 63 as herein amended and 
RCW 46.48.0 1 2, 46.48.0 14, 46.48.0 1 5, 46.48.0 16, 46.48-
.023, 46.48.025, 46.48.026, 46.48 .04 1 ,  46.48.046, 
46.48.050, 46.48.060, 46.48.080, 46.48. 1 10, 46.48. 1 20, 46-
.48. 1 50, 46.48 . 160, 46.48.340, 46.56.030, 46.56.070, 46-
.56. 1 00, 46.56. 1 30, 46.56. 1 35, 46.56. 1 90, 46.56.200, 
46.56.2 1 0, 46.56.220, 46.56.230, 46.56.240, 46.60.260, 46-
.60.270, 46.60.330, 46.60.340 shall be recodified as and 
be a part of said chapter. The sections of the new 
chapter shall be organized under the following cap­
tions:  "OBEDIENCE TO AND EFFECT OF TRAF­
FIC LAWS", "TRAFFIC SIGNS, SIGNALS AND 
MARKINGS", " DRIVING ON RIGHT SIDE OF 
ROADWAY-OVERTAKING AND PASS­
ING-USE OF ROADWAY", "RIGHT OF WAY", 
" PEDESTRIANS' RIGHTS AND DUTIES" ,  
"TURNING AND STARTING AND SIGNALS ON 
STOPPING AND TURNING", " SPECIAL STOPS 
REQUIRED", "SPEED RESTRICTIONS", "RECK­
LESS DRIVING, DRIVING WHILE INTOXICAT­
ED AND NEGLIGENT HOMICIDE BY VEHICLE", 
"STOPPING, STANDING AND PARKING", "MIS­
CELLANEOUS RULES", and "OPERATION OF BI­
CYCLES AND PLAY VEHICLES" .  Such captions 
shall not constjtute any part of the law. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 55 
§ 92.] 

46.61.991 Severability--1965 ex.s. c 155. If any 
provision of this amendatory act, or its application to 
any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remain­
der of the act, or the application of the provision to 
other persons or circumstances is not affected. [ 1 965 
ex.s. c 1 55 § 93.] 

Sections 

Chapter 46.64 
ENFORCEMENT 

46.64.010 Traffic citations-Record of--Cancellation prohibi­
ted-Penalty--Citation audit. 

46.64.015 Citation and notice to appear in court-Issuance-
Contents-Written promise-Arrest. 

46.64.020 Nonappearance after written promise, misdemeanor. 
46.64.025 Nonappearance after written promise-Notice to 

department. 
46.64.030 Procedure governing arrest and prosecution. 
46.64.040 Nonresident's use of highways as assent to being sued 

and served in state-Resident leaving state--Sec­
retary of state as attorney in fact. 

46.64.048 Attempting, aiding, abetting, coercing, committing viola-
tions, punishable. 

46.64.050 General penalty. 
46.64.060 Stopping motor vehicles for driver's license check, vehi­

cle inspection and test-Purpose. 
46.64.070 Stopping motor vehicles for driver's license check, vehi-

cle inspection and test-Authorized-Powers 
additional. 

46.64.010 Traffic citations-Record of-Cancel­
lation prohibited-Penalty-Citation audit. Every 
traffic enforcement agency in this state shall provide in 
appropriate form traffi� citati?ns contai�ing ?ot

_
ices �o 

appear which shall be tssued m books w1th cttahons m 
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quadruplicate and meeting the requirements of this 
section. 

The chief administrative officer of every such traffic 
enforcement agency shall be responsible for the issu­
ance of such books and shall maintain a record of every 
such book and each citation contained therein issued to 
individual members of the traffic enforcement agency 
and shall require and retain a receipt for every book so 
issued. 

Every traffic enforcement officer upon issuing a traffic 
citation to an alleged violator of any provision of the 
motor vehicle laws of this state or of any traffic ordi­
nance of any city or town shall deposit the original or a 
copy of such traffic citation with a court having compe­
tent jurisdiction over the alleged offense or with its 
traffic violations bureau. 

Upon the deposit of the original or a copy of such 
traffic citation with a court having competent jurisdic­
tion over the alleged offense or with its traffic violations 
bureau as aforesaid, said original or copy of such traffic 
citation may be disposed of only by trial in said court 
or other official action by a judge of said court, includ­
ing forfeiture of the bail or by the deposit of sufficient 
bail with or payment of a fine to said traffic violations 
bureau by the person to whom such traffic citation has 
been issued by the traffic enforcement officer. 

It shall be unlawful and official misconduct for any 
traffic enforcement officer or other officer or public em­
ployee to dispose of a traffic citation or copies thereof 
or of the record of the issuance of the same in a manner 
other than as required herein. 

The chief administrative officer of every traffic en­
forcement agency shall require the return to him of a 
copy of every traffic citation issued by an officer under 
his supervision to an alleged violator of any traffic law 
or ordinance and of all copies of every traffic citation 
which has been spoiled or upon which any entry has 
been made and not issued to an alleged violator. 

Such chief administrative officer shall also maintain 
or cause to be maintained in connection with every 
traffic citation issued by an officer under his supervision 
a record of the disposition of the charge by the court or 
its traffic violations bureau in which the original or 
copy of the traffic citation was deposited. 

Any person who cancels or solicits the cancellation of 
any traffic citation, in any manner other than as pro­
vided in this section, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Every record of traffic citations required in this sec­
tion shall be audited monthly by the appropriate fiscal 
officer of the government agency to which the traffic 
enforcement agency is responsible. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.64-
.0 10. Prior: 1 949 c 1 96 § 16 ;  1 937 c 1 89 § 145 ;  Rem. 
Supp. 1 949 § 6360-145.] 

46.64.015 Citation and notice to appear in court-­
Issuance-Contents--Written promise-Arrest. 
Whenever any person is arrested for any violation of 
the traffic laws or regulations which is punishable as a 
misdemeanor, the arresting officer may serve upon him 
a traffic citation and notice to appear in court. Such ci­
tation and notice shall conform to the requirements of 
RCW 46.64.01 0, and in addition, shall include spaces 
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for the name and address of the person arrested, the li­
cense number of the vehicle involved, the driver's li­
cense number of such person, if any, the offense 
charged, the time and place where such person sha[J 
appear in court, and a place where the person arrested 
may sign. Such spaces shall be filled with the appropri­
ate information by the arresting officer. The arrested 
person, in order to secure release, and when permitted 
by the arresting officer, must give his written promise to 
appear in court as required by the citation and notice 
by signing in the appropriate place the written citation 
and notice served by the arresting officer. Upon the ar­
rested person's failing or refusing to sign such written 
promise, he may be taken into custody of such arresting 
officer and so remain or be placed in confinement: Pro­
vided, That an officer shall not serve or issue any traffic 
citation or notice for any offense or violation except 
when said offense or violation is committed in his pres­
,ence. [ 1 967 c 32 § 70; 196 1  c 12  § 46.64.0 1 5. Prior: 195 1  
c 175 § 1 .] 

46.64.020 Nonappearance after written promise, mis­
demeanor. Any person wilfully violating his written and 
signed promise to appear in court, as provided in this 
title, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor regardless of the 
disposition of the charge upon which he was originally 
arrested: Provided, That a written promise to appear in 
court may be complied with by an appearance by 
counsel. [ 196 1 c 1 2  § 46.64.020. Prior: 1937 c 1 89 § 146;  
RRS § 6360-146.] 

46.64.025 Nonappearance after written promise­
Notice to

_ 
department. Whenever any person has for a 

period of fifteen or more days violated his written 
promise to appear in court, the court in which the de­
fendant so promised to appear shall forthwith give no­
tice of such fact to the department of motor vehicles. 
Whenever thereafter the case in which such promise 
was given is adjudicated the court hearing the case shall 
file with the department a certificate showing that the 
case has been adjudicated. [ 1 967 c 32 § 7 1 ;  1965 ex.s. c 
12 1  § 23.] 

Severability-1965 ex.s. c 121: See RCW 46.20.9 10. 

Purpose of 1965 ex.s. c 121--Construction: See note following 
RCW 46.20.021 .  

46.64.030 Procedure governing arrest and prosecu­
tion. The provisions of this title with regard to the ap­
prehension and arrest of persons violating this title shall 
govern all police officers in making arrests without a 
warrant for violations of this title for offenses commit­
ted in their presence, but the procedure prescribed 
herein shall not otherwise be exclusive of any other 
method pres.cribed by law for the arrest and prosecu­
tion of a person for other like offenses. [ 1 967 c 32 § 72; 
1961  c 12 § 46.64.030. Prior: 1937 c 1 89 § 147 ;  RRS § 
6360-147.] 

46.64.040 Nonresident's  use of highways as assent to 
being sued and served in state-Resident. leaving 
state--Secretary of state as attorney in fact. The ac­
ceptance by a nonresident of the rights and privileges 

conferred by law in the use of the public highways of 
this state, as evidenced by his operation of a vehicle 
thereon, or the operation thereon of his vehicle with his 
consent, express or implied, shall be deemed equivalent 
to and construed to be an appointment by such non­
resident of the secretary of state of the state of 
Washington to be his true and lawful attorney upon 
whom may be served all lawful summons and processes 
against him growing out of any accident, collision, or 
liability in which such nonresident may be involved 
while operating a vehicle upon the public highways, or 
while his vehicle is being operated thereon with his 
consent, express or implied, and such operation and ac­
ceptance shall be a signification of his agreement that 
any summons or process against him which is so served 
shall be of the same legal force and validity as if served 
on him personally within the state of Washington. 
Likewise each resident of this state who, while opera­
ting a motor vehicle on the public highways of this 
state, is involved in any accident, collision or liability 
and thereafter within three years departs from this state 
appoints the secretary of state of the state of 
Washington as his lawful attorney for service of sum­
mons as provided in this section for nonresidents. Serv­
ice of such summons or process shall be made by 
leaving two copies thereof with a fee of five dollars with 
the secretary of state of the state of Wa'shington, or at 
his office, and such service shall be sufficient and valid 
personal service upon said resident or nonresident: 
Provided, That notice of such service and a copy of the 
summons or process is forthwith sent by registered mail 
with return receipt requested, by plaintiff to the defen­
dant at the last known address of the said defendant, 
and the plaintiff's affidavit of compliance herewith are 
appended to the process, _together with the affidavit of 
the plaintiff's attorney that he has with due diligence 
attempted to serve personal process upon the defendant 
at all addresses known to him of defendant and further 
listing in his affidavit the addresses at which he at­
tempted to have process served. However, if process is 
forwarded by registered mail and defendant's endorsed 
receipt is received and entered as a part of the return of 
process then the foregoing affidavit of plaintiff's attor­
ney need only show that the defendant received per­
sonal delivery by mail: Provided further, That personal 
service outside of this state in accordance with the pro­
visions of law relating to personal service of summons 
outside of this state shall relieve the plaintiff from mail­
ing a copy of the summons or process by registered 
mail as hereinbefore provided. The secretary of state 
shall forthwith send one of such copies by mail, postage 
prepaid, addressed to the defendant at his address, if 
known to the secretary of state. The court in which the 
action is brought may order such continuances as may 
be necessary to afford the defendant reasonable oppor­
tunity to defend the action. The fee of five dollars paid 
by the plaintiff to the secretary of state shall be taxed as 
part of his costs if he prevails in the action. The secre­
tary of state shall keep a record of all such summons 
and processes, which shall show the day of service. 
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[ 1 973 c 9 1  § 1 ;  197 1  ex.s. c 69 § 1 ;  196 1  c 12  § 46.64-
.040. Prior : 1 959 c 1 2 1  § 1 ;  1 957 c 75 § 1 ;  1 937 c 1 89 § 
129 ;  RRS § 6360-129.) 

46.64.048 Attempting, aiding, abetting, coercing, 
committing violations, punishable. Every person who 
commits, attempts to commit, conspires to commit, or 
aids or abets in the commission of any act declared by 
this title to be a crime, whether individually or in con­
nection with one or more other persons or as principal, 
agent, or accessory, shall be guilty of such offense, and 
every person who falsely, fraudulently, forcefully, or 
wilfully induces, causes, coerces, requires, permits or 
directs others to violate any provisions of this title is 
likewise guilty of such offense. [ 196 1 c 1 2  § 46.56.2 10. 
Prior : 1 937 c 1 89 § 149; RRS § 6360-149. Formerly 
RCW 46.61 .695.) 

46.64.050 General penalty. It shall be a misdemean­
or for any person to violate any of the provisions of this 
title unless violation is by this title or other law of this 
state declared to be a felony or a gross misdemeanor. 

Unless another penalty is in this title provided, every 
person convicted of a misdemeanor for violation of any 
provisions of this title shall be punished accordingly. 
[ 1 96 1 c 12 § 46.64.050. Prior: (i) 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 50; RRS 
§ 6360- 1 50;  1 927 c 309 § 53;  RRS § 6362-53. (ii) 1937 c 
1 88 § 82; RRS § 63 1 2-82; 192 1  c 108 § 16 ;  RRS § 
6378.] 

46.64.060 Stopping motor vehicles for driver's license 
check, vehicle inspection and test--Purpose. The pur­
pose of RCW 46.64.060 and 46.64.070 is to provide for 
the exercise of the police power of this state to protect 
the health and safety of its citizens by assuring that 
only qualified drivers and vehicles which meet mini­
mum equipment standards shall operate upon the high­
ways of this state. [ 1 967 c 144 § 1 .] 

Severability-1967 c 144: "If any provision, clause or word of 
this act or application thereof to any person or circumstance is held 
invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applica­
tions of this act which can be given effect without the invalid provi­
sion of application, and to this end the provisions of this act are 
declared to be severable." [ 1967 c 144 § 3.] 1bis applies to RCW 46-
.64.060 and 46.64.070. 

46.64.070 Stopping motor vehicles for driver's license 
check, vehicle inspection and test--Authorized-­

Powers additional. To carry out the purpose of RCW 
46.64.060 and 46.64.070, officers of the Washington 
state patrol are hereby empowered during daylight 
hours and while using plainly marked state patrol vehi­
cles to require the driver of any motor vehicle being 
operated on any highway of this state to stop and dis­
play his or her driver's license and/or to submit the 
motor vehicle being driven by such person to an in­
spection and test to ascertain whether such vehicle 
complies with the minimum equipment requirements 
prescribed by chapter 46.37 RCW, as now or hereafter 
amended. No criminal citation shall be issued for a pe­
riod of ten days after giving a warning ·ticket pointing 
out the defect. 

(Td.le 46----p 138] 

The powers conferred by RCW 46.64.060 and 46.64-­
.070 are in addition to all other powers conferred by 
law upon such officers, including but not limited to 
powers conferred upon them as police officers pursuant 
to RCW 46.20.430 and powers conferred by chapter 
46.32 RCW. [ 1973 2nd ex.s. c 22 § 1 ;  1 967 c 144 § 2.] 

Sections 
46.65.0 10 
46.65.020 
46.65.030 

46.65.040 
46.65.050 

46.65.060 

46.65.070 

46.65.080 

46.65.090 

46.65.100 

46.65. 1 10 
46.65.900 
46.65.910 

Chapter 46.65 
WASHINGTON HABITUAL TRAFFIC 

OFFENDERS ACf 

State policy enunciated. 
Habitual offender defined. 
Transcripts or abstracts of conviction record certi­

fied-As prima facie evidence. 
Complaint tiled. 
Show cause order issued-Service of order with tran­

script or abstract. 
Court order-Filing with department-Revocation 

of operator's license-Stay by court order. 
Period during which habitual offender not to be issued 

license. 
Petition for restoration of operator's license after two 

years-Reinstatement of driving privilege. 
Unlawful operation of motor vehicle by habitual offend­

er-Penalty-Procedure to enforce. 
Petition for restoration of operator's license after five 

years-Reinstatement of driving privilege. 
Appeals from final court action or order. 
Construction---Chapter supplemental. 
Short title. 

46.65.010 State policy enunciated. It is hereby de­
clared to be the policy of the state of Washington: 

( I )  To provide maximum safety for all persons who 
travel or otherwise use the public highways of this state; 
and 

(2) To deny the privilege of operating motor vehicles 
on such highways to persons who by their conduct and 
record have demonstrated their indifference for the 
safety and welfare of others and their disrespect for the 
laws of the state, the orders of her courts and the statu­
torily required acts of her administrative agencies ; and 

(3) To discourage repetition of criminal acts by indi­
viduals against the peace and dignity of the state and 
her political subdivisions and to impose increased and 
added deprivation of the privilege to operate motor ve­
hicles upon habitual offenders who have been convicted 
repeatedly of violations of traffic laws. [ 1 97 1 ex.s. c 284 
§ 3.) 

Severabillty-1971 ex.s. c 284: "If any provision of this 1971 
amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstance is 
held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the provi­
sion to other persons or circumstances is not affected." [197 1 ex.s. c 
284 § 17.] This applies to RCW 46.61 .5 1 5  and chapter 46.65 RCW. 

46.65.020 Habitual offender defined. As used in this 
chapter, unless a different meaning is plainly required 
by the context, an habitual offender shall mean any 
person, resident or nonresident, who has accumulated 
convictions or, if a minor, shall have violations record­
ed with the department of motor vehicles, or forfeited 
bail for separate and distinct offenses as described in 
either subsection ( 1 )  or (2) below committed within a 
five year period, as evidenced by the records main­
tained in the department of motor vehicles: Provided, 



Washington Habitual Traffic Offenders Act 46.65.060 

That where more than one described offense shall be 
committed within a six-hour period such multiple of­
fenses shall, on the first such occasion, be treated as one 
offense for the purposes of this chapter : 

( 1)  Three or more convictions, singularly or in com­
bination, of the following offenses: 

(a) Negligent homicide as defined in RCW 46.6 1 .520; 
or 

(b) Driving or operating a motor vehicle while under 
the influence of intoxicants or drugs ; or 

(c) Driving a motor vehicle while his license, permit, 
or privilege to drive has been suspended or revoked; or 

(d) Failure of the driver of any vehicle involved in an 
accident resulting in the injury or death of any person 
to immediately stop such vehicle at the scene of such 
accident or as close thereto as possible and to forthwith 
return to and in every event remain at, the scene of 
such accident until he has fulfilled the requirements of 
RCW 46.52.020. 

(2) Twenty or more convictions or bail forfeitures for 
separate and distinct offenses, singularly or in combina­
tion, in the operation of a motor vehicle which are re­
quired to be reported to the department of motor 
vehicles. Such convictions or bail forfeitures shall in­
clude those for offenses enumerated in subsection ( 1 )  
above when taken with and added to those offenses de­
scribed herein but shall not include convictions or for­
feitures for any nonmoving violation. 

The offenses included in subsections ( 1 )  and (2) here­
of shall be deemed to include offenses under any valid 
town, city, or county ordinance substantially conform­
ing to the provisions cited in said subsections ( 1 )  and 
(2) or amendments thereto, and any federal law, or any 
law of another state, including subdivisions thereof, 
substantially conforming to the aforesaid state statutory 
provisions. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 284 § 4.] 

46.65.030 Transcripts or abstracts of conviction 
record certified--As prima facie evidence. The director 
of the �epartment of motor vehicles shall certify three 
transcnpts or abstracts of the conviction record as 
maintained by the department of motor vehicles of any 
person whose record brings him within the definition of 
an habitual offender, as defined in RCW 46.65.020, to 
the prosecuting attorney of the county in which such 
person resides according to the records of the depart­
ment or to the attorney general of the state of 
Washington if such person is not a resident of this state. 
Such transcript or abstract may be admitted as evidence 
and shall be prima facie evidence that the person 
named therein was duly convicted by the court wherein 
such conviction or holding was made of each offense 
shown by such transcript or abstract; and if such per­
son shall deny any of the facts as stated therein, he 
shall have the burden of proving that such fact is un­
true. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 284 § 5 .] 

46.65.04� . Complaint fil�. The prosecuting attorney 
upon recetvmg the aforesaid transcripts or abstracts 
from the director shall f?rthwit� file a complaint against 
the person named therem as bemg an habitual offender 
in the superior court in the political subdivision in 

which such person resides. In the event such person is a 
nonresident of this state, the attorney general of the 
state of Washington shall file such complaint against 
the accused person in Thurston county superior court. 
[ 1 97 1 ex.s. c 284 § 6.] 

46.65.050 Show cause order issued-Service of or­
der with transcript or abstract. The court in which such 
complaint is filed shall enter an order, which incorpo­
rates the aforesaid transcript or abstract and is directed 
to the person named therein, to show cause why he 
should not be barred as an habitual offender from op­
erating a motor vehicle on the highways of this state. A 
copy of the show cause order and such transcript or 
abstract shall be served on the person named therein in 
the manner prescribed by law for the service of process 
under chapter 4.28 RCW. Service thereof on any non­
resident of the state may be made by the director of the 
department of motor vehicles in the same manner as 
service of process on a nonresident motor vehicle oper­
ator under the provisions of RCW 46.64.040. f 1 97 1  ex.s. 
c 284 § 7.] 

46.65.060 Court order--FiJing with depart­
ment--Revocation of operator's license-Stay by 
court order. If the court finds that such person is not the 
same person named in the aforesaid transcript or ab­
stract or that he is not an habitual offender under this 
chapter, the proceeding shall be dismissed but if the 
court finds that such person is the same person named 
in the aforesaid transcript or abstract and that such 
person is an habitual offender, the court shall so find 
and by appropriate order direct such person not to op­
erate a motor vehicle on the highways of the state of 
Washington and to surrender to the court all licenses or 
permits to operate a motor vehicle on the highways of 
this state for disposal. The clerk of the court shall file 
with the department of motor vehicles a copy of such 
order which shall become a part of the permanent re­
cords of the department. Upon receipt of the court or­
der finding such person to be an habitual offender the 
department of motor vehicles shall revoke the opera­
tor's license for a period of five years: Provided, That a 
judge may stay the effective date of the order declaring 
the person to be a habitual traffic offender if he finds 
that the traffic offenses upon which it is based were 
caused by or are the result of the alcoholism of the per­
son, as defined in RCW 70.96A.020, as now or hereafter 
amended and that since his last offense he has under­
taken and followed a course of treatment for alcoholism 
on a program approved by the department of social and 
health services; notice of such stay shall be entered on 
the copy of the order filed with the department of mo­
tor vehicles. Said stay shall continue as long as there is 
no further conviction for any of the offenses listed in 
RCW 46.65.020( 1 ). Upon a subsequent conviction for 
any offense listed in RCW 46.65.020(1 ), the stay shall 
be removed and the department of motor vehicles shall 
revoke the operator's license for a period of five years. 
[ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 83 § 1 ;  1 97 1  ex.s. c 284 § 8.] 

(Title 46-----jt 139) 
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46.65.070 Period during which habitual offender not 
to be issued license. No license to operate motor vehi­
cles in Washington shall be issued to an habitual of­
fender ( 1 )  for a period of five years from the date of the 
order of the court finding such person to be an habitual 
offender, and (2) until the privilege of such person to 
operate a motor vehicle in this state has been restored 
by the department of motor vehicles as hereinafter in 
this chapter provided. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 284 § 9.] 

46.65.080 Petition for restoration of operator's li­
cense after two years-Reinstatement of driving privi­
lege. At the end of two years, the habitual offender may 
petition the department of motor vehicles for the return 
of his operator's license and upon good and sufficient 
showing, the department of motor vehicles may, wholly 
or conditionally, reinstate the privilege of such person 
to operate a motor vehicle in this state. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 284 
§ 10. ]  

46.65.090 Unlawful operation of motor vehicle by ha­
bitual offender--Penalty--Procedure to enforce. It 
shall be unlawful for any person to operate a motor ve­
hicle in this state while the order of revocation remains 
in effect. Any person found to be an habitual offender 
under the provisions of this chapter who is thereafter 
convicted of operating a motor vehicle in this state 
while the order of the court prohibiting such operation 
is in effect shall be guilty of a gross misdemeanor, the 
punishment for which shall be confinement in the 
county j ail for not more than one year. 

For the purpose of enforcing this section, in any case 
in which the accused is charged with driving a motor 
vehicle while his license, permit, or privilege to drive is 
suspended or revoked or is charged with driving with­
out a license, the court before hearing such charge shall 
determine whether such person has been adjudged an 
habitual offender and by reason of such judgment is 
barred from operating a motor vehicle on the highways 
of this state. If the court determines the accused has 
been so adjudged it shall transfer the case to the court 
of record making such determination for trial. [ 1 97 1 
ex.s. c 284 § 1 1 .] 

46.65. 100 Petition for restoration of operator's li­
cense after five years-Reinstatement of driving privi­
lege. At the expiration of five years from the date of 
any final order finding a person to be an habitual of­
fender and directing him not to operate a motor vehicle 
in this state, such person may petition the department 
of motor vehicles for restoration of his privilege to op­
erate a motor vehicle in this state. Upon receipt of such 
petition, and for good cause shown, the department of 
motor vehicles shall restore to such person the privilege 
to operate a motor vehicle in this state upon such terms 
and conditions as the department of motor vehicles 
may prescribe, subject to the provisions of chapter 46-
. 29 RCW and such other provisions of law relating to 
the issuance or revocation of operators' licenses. [ 197 1  
ex.s. c 284 § 12. ]  

ITrtle � 1401 

46.65.1 10 Appeals from final court action or order. 
An appeal may be had from any final action or order of 
a court of record entered under the provisions of this 
chapter in the same manner and form as such an appeal 
would be noted, perfected, and tried in any criminal 
case. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 284 § 1 3. ]  

46.65.900 Construction-Chapter supplemental. 
Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as amending, 
modifying, or repealing any existing law of Washington 
or any existing ordinance of any political subdivision 
relating to the operation or licensing of motor vehicles, 
the licensing of persons to operate motor vehicles or 
providing penalties for the violation thereof or shall be 
construed so as to preclude the exercise of regulatory 
powers of any division, agency, department, or political 
subdivision of the state having the statutory power to 
regulate such operation and licensing. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 284 
§ 14.] 

46.65.910 Short title. This chapter shall be known 
and may be cited as the "Washington Habitual Traffic 
Offenders Act" .  [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 284 § 1 8.] 
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46.68.010 Refunds of erroneous license fees-­
Proof--Time limitation on filing claims. Whenever 
any license fee, paid under the provisions of this title, 
shall have been erroneously paid, wholly or in part, the 
person paying the same, upon satisfactory proof to the 
director of motor vehicles, shall be entitled to have re­
funded the amount so erroneously paid. Upon such re­
fund being certified to the state treasurer by the director 
as correct and being claimed in the time required by 
law the state treasurer shall mail or deliver the amount 
of each refund to the person entitled thereto: Provided, 
That no claim for refund shall be allowed for such er­
roneous payments unless filed with the director within 
thirteen months after such claimed erroneous payment 
was made. [ 1 967 c 32 § 73 ; 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.68.01 0. Prior : 
1937 c 1 88 § 76; RRS § 63 1 2-76.] 

46.68.020 Disposition of fees for certificates of own­
ership. The director shall forward all fees for certificates 
of ownership or other moneys accruing under the pro­
visions of chapter 46. 12  RCW to the state treasurer, to­
gether with a proper identifying detailed report. The 
state treasurer shall credit such moneys to the motor 
vehicle fund and all expenses incurred in carrying out 
the provisions of that chapter shall be paid from such 
fund as authorized by legislative appropriation. [ 1 96 1 c 
12 § 46.68.020. Prior: 1 955 c 259 § 3 ;  1 947 c 1 64 § 7 ;  
1937 c 1 88 § 1 1 ; Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 63 12- 1 1 .] 

46.68.030 Disposition of vehicle license fees. All fees 
received by the director for vehicle licenses under the 
provisions of chapter 46. 1 6  RCW shall be forwarded to 
the state treasurer, accompanied by a proper identifying 
detailed report, and be by him deposited to the credit of 
the motor vehicle fund. [ 1 973 c 1 03 § 3 ;  1 97 1  ex.s. c 23 1 
§ 1 1 ;  1 97 1  ex.s. c 9 1  § 1 ; 1 969 ex.s. c 28 1 § 25 ; 1 969 c 
99 § 8; 1 965 c 25 § 2; 1 96 1  ex.s. c 7 § 1 7 ;  1 96 1  c 12  § 
46.68.030. Prior: 1 957 c 1 05 § 2; 1 955 c 259 § 4; 1 947 c 
164 § 1 5 ;  1937 c 1 88 § 40; Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 63 1 2-40.] 

Refund of mobile home identification tag fees: "The department of 
motor vehicles shall refund all moneys collected in 1973 for mobile 
home identification tags. Such refunds shall be made to those persons 
who have purchased such tags. The department shall adopt rules pur­
suant to chapter 34.04 RCW to comply with the provisions of this 
section." ( 1973 c 103 § 4.] 

Elfective date-1971 ex.s. c 231: See note following RCW 
46.0l . l30. 

46.68.041 Disposition of drivers' license and instruc­
tion permit fees Support of driver education. ( 1 )  The 
department shall forward all funds accruing under the 
provisions of chapter 46.20 RCW together with a prop­
er identifying, detailed report to the state treasurer who 
shall deposit such moneys to the credit of the highway 
safety fund except as otherwise provided in this section. 

(2) One dollar of each fee collected for a temporary 
instruction permit shall be deposited in the driver edu­
cation account in the general fund. 

(3) Out of each fee of fiv·e dollars collected for a 
driver's license, the sum of three dollars and ten cents 
shall be deposited in the highway safety fund, and one 
dollar and ninety cents shall be deposited in the general 
fund: Provided, That the legislative budget committee 

and the legislative transportation committee are direct­
ed to jointly review methods for providin� adequat� fi­
nancing of the state patrol and report their conclusiOns 
to the next session of the legislature commencing after 
January 1 ,  1 972. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 9 1  § 2; 1 969 c 99 § 9; 
1 967 c 1 74 § 3; 1 965 c 25 § 4.] 

Legislative budget committee: Chapter 44.28 RCW. 
Legislative transportation committee: Chapter 44.40 RCW. 

46.68.050 Disposition of fines and forfeitures for vio­
lations. All fines and forfeitures collected for violation 
of any of the provisions of this title when the violation 
occurred outside of any incorporated city or town shall 
be distributed and paid into the proper funds for the 
following purposes : One-half shall be paid into the 
county road fund of the county in which the violation 
occurred; and one-half into the highway safety fund: 
Provided, That all fees, fines, forfeitures and penalties 
collected or assessed by a justice court because of the 
violation of a state law shall be remitted as provided in 
chapter 3.62 RCW as now exists or is later amended. 

All fines and forfeitures collected for the violation of 
any of the provisions of this title when the violation oc­
curred inside any incorporated city or town shall be 
distributed and paid into the proper funds for the fol­
lowing purposes: One-half shall be paid into the city 
street fund for the construction and maintenance of city 
streets; and one-half into the highway safety fund: 
Provided, That all fees, fines, forfeitures and penalties 
collected or assessed by a justice court because of the 
violation of a state law shall be remitted as provided in 
chapter 3.62 RCW as now exists or is later amended. 
[ 1 969 ex.s. c 1 99 § 23; 1 969 c 99 § 10 ;  1 96 1  c 12  § 46-
.68 .050. Prior: (i) 1 949 c 75 § 4; 1 937 c 1 89 § 1 5 1 ;  Rem. 
Supp. 1 949 § 6360- 1 5 1 .  (ii) 1 949 c 75 § 3 ;  1 937 c 1 88 § 
83; Rem. Supp. 1 949 § 63 1 2-83 ;  1927 c 309 § 54; RRS 
§ 6362-54.] 

46.68.051 Disposition of penalty assessments for sup­
port of driver education program. See RCW 46.8 1 .050. 

46.68.060 Highway safety fund created-Use lim­
ited. There is hereby created in the state treasury a fund 
to be known as the highway safety fund to the credit of 
which shall be deposited all moneys directed by law to 
be deposited therein. This fund shall be used for carry­
ing out the provisions of law relating to driver licensing, 
driver improvement, financial responsibility, cost of 
furnishing abstracts of driving records and maintaining 
such case records, and to carry out the purposes set 
forth in RCW 43.59.01 0. [ 1 969 c 99 § 1 1 ; 1 967 c 174 § 
4; 1 965 c 25 § 3 ;  1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.68.060. Prior: 1 957 c 
104 § I ;  1 937 c 1 88 § 8 1 ;  RRS § 63 1 2-8 1 ;  1 92 1  c 1 08 § 
1 3 ;  RRS § 6375.] 

Elfective date-1969 c 99: See note following RCW 43.5 1.060. 
Penalty assessments in addition to tines, etc., to be credited to high­

way safety fund: RCW 46.61.515. 

46.68.070 Motor vehicle fund created--Use limit­
ed. There is created in the state treasury a permanent 
fund to be known as the motor vehicle fund to the 
credit of which shall be deposited all moneys directed 
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by law to be deposited therein. This fund shall be for 
the use of the state, and through state agencies, for the 
use of counties, cities, and towns for proper road, street, 
and highway purposes, including the purposes of RCW 
47.30.030. [ 1 972 ex.s. c 103 § 6; 196 1  c 12 § 46.68.070. 
Prior: (i) 1 935 c I l l  § I ,  part; 1 933 c 41 § 4, part; RRS 
§ 6600, part; 1929 c 163 § I ;  1 925 ex.s. c 1 85 § I ;  1 923 c 
1 8 1  § 3 ;  1 92 1  c 96 § 1 8 ;  1 9 1 9  c 46 § 3 ;  1 9 1 7  c 155 § 1 3 ;  
1 9 1 5  c 142 § 1 8 ;  RRS § 6330. (ii) 1939 c 1 8 1  § I ; RRS § 
6600-1 ; 1 937 c 208 §§  I ,  2, part.] 

Severability-1972 ex.s. c 103: See note following RCW 
47.30.030. 

46.68.080 Refund of vehicle license fees and fuel tax 
to island counties. All motor vehicle license fees and all 
motor vehicle fuel tax directly or indirectly paid by the 
residents of those counties composed entirely of islands 
and which have neither a fixed physical connection with 
the mainland nor any state highways on any of the is­
lands of which they are composed, shall be paid into 
the motor vehicle fund of the state of Washington and 
shall monthly, as they accrue, and after deducting 
therefrom the expenses of issuing such licenses and the 
cost of collecting such motor vehicle fuel tax, be paid to 
the county treasurer of each such county to be by him 
disbursed as hereinafter provided. 

One-half of all motor vehicle license fees and motor 
vehicle fuel tax directly or indirectly paid by the resi­
dents of those counties composed entirely of islands 
and which have either a fixed physical connection with 
the mainland or state highways on any of the islands of 
which they are composed, shall be paid into the motor 
vehicle fund of the state of Washington and shall 
monthly, as they accrue, and after deducting therefrom 
the expenses of issuing such licenses and the cost of 
collecting such motor vehicle fuel tax, be paid to the 
county treasurer of each such county to be by him dis­
bursed as hereinafter provided. 

All funds paid to the county treasurer of the counties 
of either class above referred to as in this section pro­
vided, shall be by such county treasurer distributed and 
credited to the several road districts of each such coun­
ty and paid to the city treasurer of each incorporated 
city and town within each such county, in the direct 
proportion that the assessed valuation · of each such 
road district and incorporated city and town shall bear 
to the total assessed valuation of each such county. 

The amount of motor vehicle fuel tax paid by the 
residents of those counties composed entirely of islands 
shall, for the purposes of this section, be that percentage 
of the total amount of motor vehicle fuel tax collected 
in the state that the motor vehicle license fees paid by 
the residents of counties composed entirely of islands 
bears to the total motor vehicle license fees paid by the 
residents of the state. [ I  96 1 c 12 § 46.68.080. Prior: 1939 
c 1 8 1  § 9; RRS § 6450-54a.] 

46.68.090 Motor vehicle fund "net tax amount," how 
arrived at. All moneys which have accrued or may ac­
crue to the motor vehicle fund from the motor vehicle 
fuel tax and use fuel tax shall be first expended for the 
following purposes : 

(11tle � 142) 

( 1 )  For payment of refunds of motor vehicle fuel tax 
and use fuel tax which has been paid and is refundable 
as provided by law; 

(2) For payment of amounts to be expended pursuant 
to appropriations for the administrative expenses of the 
offices of state treasurer, state auditor and the depart­
ment of motor vehicles of the state of Washington in 
the administration of the motor vehicle fuel tax and the 
use fuel tax, said sums to be distributed monthly. 

The amount accruing to the motor vehicle fund by 
virtue of the motor vehicle fuel tax and the use fuel tax 
and remaining after payments as provided in subsec­
tions ( I )  and (2) above shall, for the purposes of this 
chapter, be referred to as the "net tax amount." [ 1 967 c 
32 § 74; 1 96 1  ex.s. c 7 § 5 ;  1 96 1  c 12  § 46.68.090. Prior: 
1 943 c 1 1 5 § 3 ;  1939 c 1 8 1  § 2 ;  Rem. Supp. 1943 § 
6600- l d ;  1 937 c 208 §§  2, part, 3, part.] 

46.68.100 Allocation of net tax amount in motor ve­
hicle fund. From the net tax amount in the motor vehi­
cle fund there shall be paid sums as follows : 

( I )  There shall be paid to the cities and towns of the 
state sums equal to ten and forty-four hundredths per­
cent of the net tax amount to be paid monthly as the 
same accrues; 

(2) To the counties of the state there shall be paid 
sums equal to thirty-two and sixty-one hundredths 
percent of the net tax amount to be paid monthly as the 
same accrues; 

(3) To the state there shall be paid to be expended as 
provided by RCW 46.68. 1 30, sums equal to fifty-five 
and five-tenths percent of the net tax amount to be 
paid monthly as the same accrues. 

(4) There shall be paid to the Puget Sound ferry op­
erations account sums equal to one and forty-five hun­
dredths percent of the net tax amount to be paid 
monthly as the same accrues. 

Nothing in this section or in RCW 46.68.090 or 46-
.68. 1 30 shall be construed so as to violate any terms or 
conditions contained in any highway construction bond 
issues now or hereafter authorized by statute and whose 
payment is by such statute pledged to be paid from any 
excise taxes on motor vehicle fuels. [ 1 973 I st ex.s. c 124 
§ 1 ;  1 972 ex.s. c 24 § 2 ;  1 970 ex.s. c 85 § 4 ;  1 967 ex.s. c 
1 45 § 79; 1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 8 ;  1 96 1  ex.s. c 7 § 6; 1 961 c 
12  § 46.68. 100. Prior: 1 959 ex.s. c 4 § I ;  1 957 c 27 1 § 3;  
1 957 c 1 75 § 10 ;  1 943 c 83 § I ;  1939 c 1 8 1  § 3 ;  Rem. 
Supp. 1 943 § 6600-Ie ;  1 937 c 208 §§  2, part, 3, part.] 

46.68. 1 10 Distribution of amount allocated to cities 
and towns. Funds credited to the incorporated cities and 
towns of the state as set forth in subdivision ( I )  of 
RCW 46.68 . 100 shall be subject to deduction and dis­
tribution as follows: 

( I )  Three-fourths of one percent of such sums shall 
be deducted monthly as such sums are credited and set 
aside for the use of the state highway commission for 
the supervision of work and expenditures of such incor­
porated cities and towns on the city and town streets 
thereof: Provided, That any moneys so retained and not 
expended shall be credited in the succeeding biennium 
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to the incorporated cities and towns in proportion to 
deductions herein made; 

(2) The balance remaining to the credit of incorpo­
rated cities and towns after such deduction shall be ap­
portioned monthly as such funds accrue among the 
several cities and towns within the state ratably on the 
basis of the population last determined by the state 
census board. [ 1 96 1  ex.s. c 7 § 7; 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.68. 1 10. 
Prior: 1 957 c 1 75 § 1 1 ; 1 949 c 1 43 § I ; 1 943 c 83 § 2; 
1941 c 232 § I ;  1 939 c 1 8 1  § 4; Rem. Supp. 1 949 § 
6600-3a; 1 937 c 208 §§  2, part, 3, part.] 

Reviser's note: The state census board was abolished by 1 967 ex.s. c 
42 and its powers and duties transferred to the planning and commu­
nity affairs agency. See chapter 43.63A RCW. 
Expense of cost-audit examination of city and town street records 

payable from funds withheld under RCW 46.68. 1 10(1): RCW 
35.76.050. 

46.68. 120 Distribution of amount aUocated to coun­
ties. Funds to be paid to the counties of the state shall 
be subject to deduction and distribution as follows: 

( l )  Three-fourths of one percent of such sums shall 
be deducted monthly as such sums accrue and set aside 
for the use of the state highway commission and the 
county road administration board for the supervision of 
work and expenditures of such counties on the county 
roads thereof: Provided, That any moneys so retained 
and not expended shall be credited in the succeeding 
biennium to the counties in proportion to deductions 
herein made; 

(2) All sums required to be repaid to counties com­
posed entirely of islands shall be deducted; 

(3) The balance remaining to the credit of counties 
after such deductions shall be paid to the several coun­
ties monthly, as such funds accrue, upon the basis of 
the following formula: 

(a) Ten percent of such sum shall be divided equally 
among the several counties. 

(b) Thirty percent shall be paid to each county in di­
rect proportion that the sum of the total number of pri­
vate automobiles and trucks licensed by registered 
owners residing in unincorporated areas and seven per­
cent of the number of private automobiles and trucks 
licensed by registered owners residing in incorporated 
areas within each county bears to the total of such sums 
for all counties. The number of registered vehicles so 
used shall be as certified by the director of the depart­
ment of motor vehicles for the year next preceding the 
date of calculation of the allocation amounts. The di­
rector of the department shall first supply such infor­
mation not later than the fifteenth day of February, 
1956, and on the fifteenth of February each two years 
thereafter. 

(c) Thirty percent shall be paid to each county in di­
rect proportion that the product of the county's trunk 
highway mileage and its prorated estimated annual cost 
per trunk mile as provided in subsection (e) is to the 
sum of such products for all counties. County trunk 
highways are defined as county roads regularly used by 
school buses and/ or rural free delivery mail carriers of 
the United States post office department, but not foot 
carriers. Determination of the number of miles of 
county roads used in each county by school buses shall 

be based solely upon information supplied by the su­
perintendent of public instruction who shall on October 
1 ,  1 955 and on October 1 st of each odd-numbered year 
thereafter furnish the state highway commission with a 
map of each county upon which is indicated the county 
roads used by school buses at the close of the preceding 
school year, together with a detailed statement showing 
the total number of miles of county highway over which 
school buses operated in each county during such year. 
Determination of the number of miles of county roads 
used in each county by rural mail carriers on routes 
serviced by vehicles during the year shall be based 
solely upon information supplied by the United States 
postal department as of January 1 st of the even-num­
bered years. 

(d) Thirty percent of such sum shall be paid to each 
of the several counties in the direct proportion that the 
product of the trunk highway mileage of the county and 
its "money need factor" as defined in subsection (f) is 
to the total of such products for all counties. 

(e) Every four years, beginning with the 1 958  alloca­
tion, the highway commission and the legislative trans­
portation committee shall reexamine or cause to be 
reexamined all the factors on which the estimated an­
nual costs per trunk mile for the several counties have 
been based and shall make such adjustments as may be 
necessary. The following formula shall be used: One 
twenty-fifth of the estimated total county road replace� 
ment cost, plus the total annual maintenance cost, di� 
vided by the total miles of county road in such county, 
and multiplied by the result obtained from dividing the 
total miles of county road in said county by the total 
trunk road mileage in said county. For the purpose of 
allocating funds from the motor vehicle fund, a county 
road shall be defined as one established as such by res­
olution or order of establishment of the board of county 
commissioners. The first allocation of funds shall be 
based on the following prorated estimated annual costs 
per trunk mile for the several counties as follows: 

Adams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 1 ,227.00 
Asotin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 ,629.00 
Benton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 ,644.00 
Chelan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,224.00 
Clallam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,059.00 
Clark . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 ,7 1 0.00 
Columbia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 ,39 1 .00 
Cowlitz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 ,696.00 
Douglas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 ,603.00 
Ferry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 ,333.00 
Franklin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 ,6 1 2.00 
Garfield . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 ,223.00 
Grant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 , 7 14.'00 
Grays Harbor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,430.00 
Island . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 , 1 53 .00 
Jefferson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,453 .00 
King . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,843.00 
Kitsap . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 ,938.00 
Kittitas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 ,565.00 
Klickitat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 ,376.00 
Lewis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I ,  758.00 
Lincoln . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 ,038.00 
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Mason . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Okanogan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Pacific . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Pend Oreille . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Pierce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
San Juan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Skagit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Skamania . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Snohomish . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Spokane . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Stevens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Thurston . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Wahkiakum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Walla Walla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Whatcom . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Whitman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Yakima . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

1 ,748.00 
1 ,260.00 
2,607.00 
1 ,753.00 
2,276.00 
1 ,295.00 
1 ,966.00 
2,023.00 
2,269.00 
1 ,482.00 
1 ,068.00 
1 ,870.00 
2, 123.00 
1 ,729.00 
1 ,738.00 
1 ,454.00 
1 ,584.00 

Provided, however, That the prorated estimated annual 
costs per trunk mile in this subsection shall be adjusted 
every four years, beginning with the 1 958 allocation by 
the highway commission on the basis of changes in the 
trunk and total county road mileage based on informa­
tion supplied by the superintendent of public instruc­
tion, the United States postal department and the 
annual reports of the county road departments. 

(f) The "money need factor" for each of the several 
counties shall be the difference between the prorated 
estimated annual costs as listed above and the sum of 
the following three amounts divided by the county 
trunk highway mileage: 

( 1 )  The equivalent of a two dollar and twenty-five 
cents per thousand dollars of assessed value tax levy on 
the valuation, as equalized by the state department of 
revenue for state purposes, of all taxable property in the 
county road districts; 

(2) One-fourth the sum of all funds received by the 
county from the federal forest reserve fund during the 
two calendar years next preceding the date of the ad­
justment of the allocation amounts as certified by the 
state treasurer; and 

(3) One-half the sum of motor vehicle license fees 
and motor vehicle fuel tax refunded to the county dur­
ing the two calendar years next preceding the date of 
the adjustment of the allocation amounts as provided in 
RCW 46.68.080. These shall be as supplied to the high­
way commission by the state treasurer for that purpose. 
The department of revenue and the state treasurer shall 
supply the information herein requested on or before 
January 1 ,  1 956 and on said date each two years 
thereafter. 

The following formula shall be used for the purpose 
of obtaining the "money need factor" of the several 
counties: The prorated estimated annual cost per trunk 
mile multiplied by the trunk miles will equal the total 
need of the individual county. The total need minus the 
sum of the three resources set forth in subsection (f) 
shall equal the net need. The net need of the individual 
county divided by the total net needs for all counties 
shall equal the "money need factor" for that county. 

(g) The state highway commission shall adjust the al­
locations of the several counties on March 1 st of every 
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even-numbered year based solely upon the sources of 
information hereinbefore required: Provided, That the 
total allocation factor composed of the sum of the four 
factors defined in subsections (a), (b), (c) and (d) shall 
be held to a level not more than five percent above or 
five percent below the total allocation factor in use 
during the previous two year period. 

(h) The highway commission and the legislative 
transportation committee shall relog or cause to be re­
logged the total road mileages upon which the prorated 
estimated annual costs per trunk mile are based and 
shall recalculate such costs on the basis of such relog­
ging and shall report their findings and recommenda­
tions to the legislature at its next regular session. 

(i) The highway commission and the legislative trans­
portation committee shall study and report their find­
ings and recommendations to the legislature concerning 
the following problems as they affect the allocation of 
"motor vehicle fund" funds to counties: 

( 1 )  Comparative costs per trunk rnile based on federal 
aid contracts versus those herein advocated. 

(2) Average costs per trunk mile. 
(3) The advisability of using either "trunk mileage" or 

"county road" mileage exclusively as the criterion in­
stead of both as in this plan adopted. 

(4) Reassessment of bridge costs based on current in­
formation and relogging of bridges. 

(5) The items in the list of resources used in deter­
mining the "need factor" . 

(6) The development of a uniform accounting system 
for counties with regard to road and bridge construc­
tion and maintenance costs. 

(7) A redefinition of rural and urban vehicles which 
better reflects the use of said vehicles on county roads. 
( 1973 1 st ex.s. c 195 § 47; 1 972 ex.s. c 1 03 § 1 ;  1 967 c 32 
§ 75; 1 965 ex.s. c 120 § 12 ;  1 96 1  c 12  § 46.68 . 120. Prior: 
1 957 c 109 § 1 ;  1 955 c 243 § I ;  I 949 c I43 § 2 ;  I 945 c 
260 § I ;  1 943 c 83 § 3 ;  1 939 c I 8 1 § 5 ;  Rem. Supp. 1949 
§ 6600-2a.]  

Severability-Effective dates and tei'Diination da�­
tion-1973 1st ex.s. c 195: See notes following RCW 84.52.043. 

Severability-1972 ex.s. c 103: See note foUowing RCW 
47.30.030. 

County road administration board-Expenses to be paid from mo­
tor vehicle fund-Disbursement procedure: RCW 36.78. 1 10. 

46.68.130 Expenditure of balance of motor vehicle 
fund. The net tax amount distributed to the state in the 
manner provided by RCW 46.68. 1 00, and all moneys 
accruing to the motor vehicle fund from any other 
source, less such sums as are properly appropriated and 
reappropriated for expenditure for costs of collection 
and administration thereof, shall be expended, subject 
to proper appropriation and reappropriation, for high­
way purposes of the state, including the purposes of 
RCW 47.30.030. [ 1 974 1 st ex.s. c 9 § 1 ;  1 972 ex.s. c 103 
§ 7 ;  1 97 1  ex.s. c 9 1  § 6; I 963 c 83 § I ;  1 96 1  ex.s. c 7 § 
9 ;  1 96 1  c 12  § 46.68. 1 30. Prior: I 957 c 27 1 § 4 ;  1 957 c 
105 § 3 ;  194 1  c 246 § I ; 1 939 c I 8 I  § 6 ;  Rem. Supp. 
I 94 1  § 6600-26.] 

Severability-1972 ex.s. c 103: See note following RCW 
47.30.030. 



Unfair Practices-Dealer's Etc. Licenses 46.70.005 

46.68.150 Construction and improvement of state 
highways in urban areas-Expenditure of motor vehi­
cle fuel taxes and bond proceeds. The proceeds of five­
eighths of one cent of motor vehicle fuel tax and use 
fuel tax distributed to the state pursuant to RCW 82-
.36.020(2), after proper deductions for refunds and costs 
of collection as provided in RCW 46.68 .090, and the 
proceeds of bonds issued and sold pursuant to RCW 
47.26.400 through 47.26.407 shall be expended by the 
state highway commission for construction and im­
provement of state highways in urban areas as provided 
for in RCW 47.26.040 through 47.26.070 or for payment 
of principal and interest on bonds issued pursuant to 
RCW 47.26.400 through 47.26.407. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 9.] 

Reviser's note: The reference to "sections 37 through 44 of this 1967 
amendatory act" has been translated to "RCW 47.26.400 through 47-
.26.407". A literal translation of said phrase would have been "RCW 
47.26.401 through 47.26.410" which appears to be erroneous. The er­
ror appears to have occurred in failure to change this internal refer­
ence in accordance with the renumbering of sections brought about 
by removal of section 34 from Engrossed House Bill No. 595 by floor 
amendment. 

Effective date--1967 ex.s. c 83: See RCW 47.26.910. 

Severability--1967 ex.s. c 83: See RCW 47.26.900. 

46.68.160 Urban arterial trust account--Created in 
motor vehicle fund--Expenditures from. See RCW 
47.26.080. 
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UNFAIR MOTOR VEHICLE BUSINESS 
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Expiration of license or registration--Application for 
renewal. 

Dealer and manufacturer license plates-Use. 
Denial, suspension or revocation of licenses-­
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action for cancellation or nonrenewal of franchise is 
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Effect of complaint on existing franchise-Effect of is­
suance of new franchise. 

Duties of attorney general and prosecuting attorneys to 
bring action for violations--Limitation of civil 
actions. 

Duties of attorney general and prosecuting attorneys to 
bring action for violations-Acceptance of assur­
ance of compliance--Filing. 
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Personal service of process outside state. 
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and contracts. 
Provisions of chapter cumulative--Violation of RCW 

46.70. 1 80 deemed civil. 
Application of chapter to mobile homes and persons en-

gaged in distribution and sale thereof. 
Liberal construction. 
Severability--1967 ex.s. c 74. 
Severability--1973 1st ex.s. c 132. 

False or deceptive advertising: Chapter 9.04 RCW 

Possession of motor vehicle of which identiiication marks have been 
removed, defaced, altered: RCW 9.54.040. 

Retail installment sales of goods: Chapter 63. 14 RCW. 

Unfair business practices---Consumer protection: Chapter 19.86 
RCW. 

46.70.005 Declaration of purpose. The legislature 
finds and declares that the distribution and sale of ve� 
hicles in the state of Washington vitally affects the gen­
eral economy of the state and the public interest and 
the public welfare, and that in order to promote the 
public interest and the public welfare, and in the exer­
cise of its police power, it is necessary to regulate and 
license vehicle manufacturers, distributors or wholesal­
ers and factory or distributor representatives, and to 
regulate and license dealers, and salesmen of vehicles 
doing business in Washington, in order to prevent 
frauds, impositions and other abuses upon its citizens 
and to protect and preserve the investments and prop­
erties of the citizens of this state. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 1 32 § 
1 ;  1967 ex.s. c 74 § 1 .] 

Reviser's note: Throughout chapter 46.70 RCW the phrases "this 
act" and "this amendatory act" have been changed to "this chapter". 
This 1 967 act or amendatory act [ 1 967 ex.s. c 74] consists of RCW 
46.70.005--46.70.042, 46.70.05 1 ,  46.70.061 ,  46.70.08 1--46.70.083, 46.70-
.101--46.70. 1 1 1 , 46.70. 180 through 46.70.910, the 1967 amendments to 
RCW 46.70.060 and 46.70.070, and the repeal of RCW 46.70.010--
46. 70.050, 46. 70.080, 46.70. 100 and 46.70. 1 1  0. 

Emergency--Effective date--1967 ex.s. c 74: "This act is nec­
essary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and 
safety, the support of the state government and its existing public in­
stitutions, and sections 1 through 3 and sections 1 6  through 25 shall 
take effect immediately. Sections 4 through 1 5  and sections 26 
through 30 inclusive shall take effect on July 1, 1967." [ 1 967 ex.s. c 74 
§ 3 1 .] Sections 1 through 3 are codified as RCW 46.70.005, 46.70.900 
and 46.70.01 1 ;  sections 16 through 25 are codified as RCW 46.70.1 80 
through 46.70.270; sections 4 through 15 are codified as RCW 46.70-
.021 through 46.70.05 1 ,  46.70.06 1 ,  46.70.081 through 46.70.083, 46.70-
. 1 0 1  through 46.70. 1 1 1 ;  sections 26 through 29 are codified as RCW 
46.70.060, 46.70.070, 46.70.270, 46.70.280, 46.70.91 0, and section 30 
repeals RCW 46.70.01 0-46.70.050, 46.70.080, 46.70. 1 00  and 46.70. 1 10. 
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46.70.01 1 Title 46: Motor Vehicles 

46.70.0 1 1  Definitions. As used in this chapter : 
( I )  "Vehicle" means and includes every device capa­

ble of being moved upon a public highway and in, 
upon, or by which any persons or property is or may be 
transported or drawn upon a public highway, excepting 
devices moved by human or animal power or used ex­
clusively upon stationary rails or tracks. 

(2) " Motor vehicle" shall mean every vehicle which is 
self-propelled and every vehicle which is propelled by 
electric power obtained from overhead trolley wires, but 
not operated upon rails, and which is required to be 
registered and titled under Title 46 RCW, Motor 
Vehicles. 

(3) "Vehicle dealer" means any person, firm, associa­
tion, corporation or trust, not excluded by subsection 
(4) of this section, engaged in the business of buying, 
selling, exchanging, offering, brokering, leasing with an 
option to purchase, auctioning, soliciting, or advertising 
the sale of new, or used vehicles: Provided, That vehicle 
dealers shall be classified as follows: 

(a) A "motor vehicle dealer" shall be a vehicle dealer 
that deals in new and used motor vehicles ; 

(b) A "mobile home and travel trailer dealer" shall be 
a vehicle dealer that deals in mobile homes or travel 
trailers, or both; 

(c) A "miscellaneous vehicle dealer" shall be a vehi­
cle dealer that deals in motorcycles and/ or vehicles 
other than motor vehicles or mobile homes and travel 
trailers. 

(4) The term "vehicle dealer" does not include: 
(a) Receivers, trustees, administrators, executors, 

guardians, or other persons appointed by, or acting un­
der a judgment or order of any court; or 

(b) Public officers while performing their official du­
ties; or 

(c) Employees of vehicle dealers who are engaged in 
the specific performance of their duties as such employ­
ees; or 

(d) Any person engaged in an isolated sale of a vehi­
cle in which he is the registered or legal owner, or both, 
thereof. 

(e) Any person, firm, association, corporation or 
trust, engaged in the selling of equipment other than 
vehicles, used for agricultural or industrial purposes. 

(5) "Vehicle salesman" means any person who for 
any form of compensation sells, auctions, leases with an 
option to purchase, or offers to sell or to so lease vehi­
cles on behalf of a vehicle dealer. 

(6) The term "department" means the department of 
motor vehicles which shall administer and enforce the 
provisions of this chapter. 

(7) "Director" means the director of the department 
of motor vehicles. 

(8) " Manufacturer" means any person, firm, associa­
tion, corporation or trust, resident or nonresident, who 
manufactures or assembles new and unused vehicles 
and shall further include the terms: 

(a) "Distributor" which means any person, firm, as­
sociation, corporation or trust, resident or nonresident, 
who in whole or in part offers for sale, sells or distrib­
utes any new and unused vehicle to vehicle dealers or 
who maintains factory representatives. 
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(b) "Factory branch" which means a branch office 
maintained by a manufacturer for the purpose of selling 
or offering for sale, vehicles to a distributor, wholesaler 
or vehicle dealer, or for directing or supervising in 
whole or in part factory or distributor representatives, 
and shall further include any sales promotion organiza­
tion, whether the same be a person, firm or corporation, 
which is engaged in promoting the sale of new and un­
used vehicles in this state of a particular brand or make 
to vehicle dealers. 

(c) "Factory representative" which means a represen­
tative employed by a manufacturer, distributor, or fac­
tory branch for the purpose of making or promoting for 
the sale of his, its, or their vehicles or for supervising or 
contracting with his, its, or their dealers or prospective 
dealers. 

(9) "Established place of business" means a perma­
nent, enclosed commercial building located within the 
state of Washington easily accessible and open to the 
public, at all reasonable times, with an improved dis­
play area of not less than three thousand square feet in 
or immediately adjoining said building, and at which 
the business of a vehicle dealer, including the display 
and repair of vehicles, may be lawfully carried on in 
accordance with the terms of all applicable building 
code, zoning and other land-use regulatory ordinances 
and in which such building the public may contact the 
vehicle dealer or his vehicle salesman, at all reasonable 
times and at which place of business shall be kept and 
maintained the books, records and files necessary to 
conduct the business at such place. The established 
place of business shall display an exterior sign perma­
nently affixed to the land or building, with letters clear­
ly visible to the major avenue of traffic. 

( 10) "Subagency" means any place of business of a 
vehicle dealer within the same county as the principal 
place of business of the firm which is physically and 
geographically separated from the principal place of 
business of the firm or any place of business of a vehi­
cle dealer within the same county as the principal place 
of business of the firm under which he does business 
under a name other than the principal name of the firm, 
or both. [ 1 973 l st ex.s. c 1 32 § 2 ;  1 969 ex.s. c 63 § 1 ;  
1 967 ex.s. c 74 § 3.] 

46.70.021 License required for dealers, salesmen or 
manufacturers. It  shall be unlawful for any vehicle deal­
er, vehicle salesman or vehicle manufacturer to engage 
in business as such, act as such, serve in the capacity of 
such, advertise himself, itself, or themselves as such or 
distribute or transfer vehicles for resale in this state, 
without first obtaining and holding a current license as 
provided in this chapter: Provided, That a vehicle deal­
er shall not be required to have a vehicle salesman's li­
cense: Provided, further, That a distributor, factory 
branch, or factory representative shall not be required 
to have a vehicle manufacturer license so long as the 
vehicle manufacturer so represented is properly licensed 
pursuant to this chapter. [ 1973 1 st ex.s. c 1 32 § 3 ;  1 967 
ex.s. c 74 § 4.] 
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46.70.031 Application for license-Form. A vehicle 
dealer, salesman, or manufacturer may apply for a li­
cense by filing with the department an application in 
such form as the department may prescribe. [ 1973 1 st 
ex.s. c 1 32 § 2 ;  1967 ex.s. c 74 § 5.) 

46.70.041 Application for license-Contents. ( 1 )  
Every application for a vehicle dealer or a vehicle 
salesman's license shall contain the following informa­
tion to the extent the same is applicable to the 
applicant: 

(a) Proof as the department may require concerning 
the applicant's identity, including but not limited to his 
fingerprints, the honesty, truthfulness, and good reputa­
tion of the applicant for license, or of the officers of a 
corporation making the application; 

(b) The applicant's form and place of organization ; 
(c) The qualification and business history of the ap­

plicant, and in the case of a vehicle dealer, any partner, 
officer or director; 

(d) Whether the applicant has been convicted of any 
crime within the preceding five years involving fraud, 
misrepresentation, or conversion, or has suffered any 
judgment within the preceding five years in any civil 
action involving fraud, misrepresentation or conversion 
and in the case of a corporation or partnership, all di­
rectors, officers or partners; 

(e) Any other information the department may rea­
sonably require. 

(2) If the applicant is a vehicle dealer: 
(a) Name or names of new vehicles the vehicle dealer 

wishes to sell; 
(b) The names and addresses of each manufacturer 

from whom the applicant has received a franchise; 
(c) Whether the applicant intends to sell used vehi­

cles, and if so, whether he has space available for ser­
vicing and repairs; 

(d) A certificate by the chief of police or his deputy, 
or a member of the Washington state patrol or a repre­
sentative of the department of motor vehicles that the 
applicant has an established place of business at each 
business location in the state of Washington: Provided, 
That in no event shall such certificate be issued by a 
member of the Washington state patrol if the dealership 
is located in a city which has a population in excess of 
five thousand persons; 

(e) A copy of a current service agreement with a 
manufacturer, or distributor for a foreign manufacturer, 
requiring the applicant, upon demand of any customer 
receiving a new vehicle warranty to perform or arrange 
for, within a reasonable distance of his established place 
of business, the service repair and replacement work re­
quired of the manufacturer or distributor by such vehi­
cle warranty: Provided, That this requirement shall only 
apply to applicants seeking to sell, to exchange, to offer, 
to broker, to auction, to solicit or to advertise new or 
current-model vehicles with factory or distributor 
warranties; 

(f) The class of vehicles the vehicle dealer will be 
buying, selling, exchanging, offering, brokering, leasing 
with an option to purchase, auctioning, soliciting, or 

advertising and which classification or classifications 
the dealer wishes to be designated as; 

(g) The applicant's financial condition or history in­
cluding whether the applicant or any partner, officer or 
director has ever been adjudged bankrupt or has any 
unsatisfied judgment in any federal or state court. 

(3) If the applicant is a vehicle salesman, such appli­
cation shall contain, in addition, a certification by the 
vehicle dealer for whom he is going to work that he has 
examined the background of the applicant and to the 
best of his knowledge is of good moral character; 

(4) If the applicant is a manufacturer such applica­
tion shall contain the following information to the ex­
tent it is applicable to the applicant :  

(a) The name and address of the principal place of 
business of the applicant and, if different, the name and 
address of the Washington state representative of the 
applicant; 

(b) The name or names under which the applicant 
will do business in the state of Washington; 

(c) Evidence that the applicant is authorized to do 
business in the state of Washington; 

(d) The name or names of the vehicles that the li­
censee manufactures; 

(e) The name or names and address or addresses of 
each and every distributor, factory branch, and factory 
representative; 

(f) The name or names and address or addresses of 
resident employees or agents to provide service or re­
pairs to vehicles located in the state of Washington only 
under the terms of any warranty attached to new or 
unused vehicles manufactured, unless such manufactur­
er requires warranty service to be performed by all of 
its dealers pursuant to a current service agreement on 
file with the department; 

(g) Any other information the department may rea­
sonably require. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 1 32 § 5 ;  197 1  ex.s. c 74 
§ 1 ;  1 969 ex.s. c 63 § 2; 1967 ex.s. c 74 § 6.] 

Definition of "established place of business": RCW 46.70.01 1(10). 

46.70.042 Application for license-Retention by 
department--Confidentiality. Every application for li­
cense shall be retained by the department for a period 
of three years and shall be confidential information for 
the use of the department, the attorney general or the 
prosecuting attorney only : Provided, That upon a 
showing of good cause therefor any court in which an 
action is pending by or against the applicant or licens­
ee, may order the director to produce and permit the 
inspection and copying or photographing the applica­
tion and any accompanying statements. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 74 
§ 14.] 

46.70.051 Issuance of license. After the application 
has been filed, the fee paid, and bond posted, if re­
quired the department shall, if no denial order is in ef­
fect and no proceeding is pending under RCW 
46.70. 1 80 or 46.70.200, issue the appropriate license, 
which license, in the case of a vehicle dealer, shall des­
ignate the classification of the dealer: Provided, That 
nothing shall prohibit a vehicle dealer from obtaining 
licenses for more than one classification, and: Provided 
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further, That nothing shall prevent any vehicle dealer 
from dealing in other classes of vehicles on an isolated 
basis. [ 1 973 l st ex.s. c B2 § 6 ;  197 1  ex.s. c 74 § 2; 1 967 
ex.s. c 74 § 7.] 

46.70.061 Fees--Disposition. ( I )  The fees for 
original licenses issued for a calendar year or any por­
tion thereof pursuant to this chapter shall be: 

(a) Vehicle dealers, principal place of business for 
each and every license classification: Fifty dollars ; 

(b) Vehicle dealers, each and every subagency: Ten 
dollars; 

(c) Vehicle salesman: Ten dollars ; 
(d) Vehicle manufacturers : Fifty dollars. 
(2) The fee for renewal of any license issued pursuant 

to this chapter shall be: 
(a) Vehicle dealers, principal place of business for 

each and every license classification : Twenty-five 
dollars; 

(b) Vehicle dealer, each and every subagency: Ten 
dollars; 

(c) Vehicle salesman: Ten dollars; 
(d) Vehicle manufacturers : Twenty-five dollars. 
Provided, That if any licensee shall fail or neglect to 

apply for such renewal prior to February 1 st in each 
year, his license shall be declared canceled by the di­
rector, in which case the licensee will be required to 
apply for an original license and pay the fee required 
for such original license. 

(3) The fee for the transfer to another location of any 
license issued pursuant to this chapter shall be: 

(a) Vehicle dealer, principal place of business of each 
and every license classification, provided that such 
change is within the same county: Ten dollars; 

(b) There shall be no transfer of any vehicle dealer 
subagency license; 

(c) Vehicle salesman, provided that no such fee shall 
be required in a transfer from one location of any one 
dealer to any other location: Five dollars. 

(4) The fee for vehicle dealer license plates and man­
ufacturer license plates shall be the amount required by 
law for vehicle license plates exclusive of excise tax, ex­
cept those specified in RCW 82.44.030, and gross 
weight and tonnage fees: Provided, That the fee for an 
original vehicle dealer's license or any renewal thereof 
shall include one set, or one plate, dependent upon the 
license classification of the dealer, of vehicle dealer li­
cense plates for each classification of the dealer. 

Provided, further, That the maximum number of sets 
of vehicle dealer plates the department may issue to a 
dealer shall not exceed the greater of ten sets or a figure 
which represents four percent of the dealer's total vehi­
cle sales for the previous year, except that the depart­
ment may issue what it determines to be a reasonable 
number of sets in those cases where the dealer has not 
been previously licensed or where he can satisfy the de­
partment that the previous year's sales were unnaturally 
low for reasons beyond his control : Provided, further, 
That the department may, in its discretion, issue a rea­
sonable number of additional plates in those cases 
where a dealer sells motor homes, mobile homes or 
travel trailers: And provided further, That no dealer 
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who sold less than twenty passenger cars and/or pickup 
trucks during the previous year shall be entitled to re­
ceive any additional sets, unless he can satisfy the de­
partment that additional sets are necessary for the 
purposes indicated in RCW 46.70.090, excepting sub­
sections (2)(b) and ( 4)(b ). 

(5) All fees collected under this chapter shall be 
turned into the state treasury and credited to the motor 
vehicle fund. 

(6) The fees prescribed herein shall be in addition to 
any excise taxes imposed by chapter 82.44 RCW. [ 1973 
l st ex.s. c 1 32 § 7; 1967 ex.s. c 74 § 13.) 

46.70.070 Dealers--Bond required--Ac-
tions-Cancellation of license. ( I )  Before issuing a ve­
hicle dealer's license, the department shall require the 
applicant to file with said department a surety bond in 
the amount of: 

(a) Ten thousand dollars for motor vehicle dealers; 
(b) Twenty thousand dollars for mobile home and 

travel trailer dealers: Provided, That if such dealer does 
not deal in mobile homes such bond shall be ten thou­
sand dollars ; 

(c) Five thousand dollars for miscellaneous dealers, 
running to the state, and executed by a surety company 
authorized to do business in the state. Such bond shall 
be approved by the attorney general as to form and 
conditioned that the dealer shall conduct his business in 
conformity with the provisions of this chapter. Any re­
tail purchaser who shall have suffered any loss or dam­
age by reason of breach of warranty or by any act by a 
dealer which constitutes a violation of this chapter shall 
have the right to institute an action for recovery against 
such dealer and the surety upon such bond. Successive 
recoveries against said bond shall be permitted but the 
aggregate liability of the surety to all persons shall in no 
event exceed the amount of the bond. Upon exhaustion 
of the penalty of said bond or cancellation of the bond 
by the surety the vehicle dealer license shall automati­
cally be deemed canceled. 

(2) The bond for any vehicle dealer licensed or to be 
lkensed under more than one classification shall be the 
highest bond required for any such classification. [ 1973 
1 st ex.s. c 1 32 § 8 ;  1 97 1  ex.s. c 74 § 4; 1 967 ex.s. c 74 § 
27; 196 1  c 239 § l ;  1 96 1  c 12  § 46.70.070. Prior: 1959 c 
166 § 19 ;  195 1 c 1 50 § 8.) 

46.70.075 Manufacturers-Bond required--Ac­
tions-Cancellation of license. Before issuing a manu­
facturer license to a manufacturer of mobile homes or 
travel trailers, the department shall require the appli­
cant to file with said department a surety bond in the 
amount of twenty thousand dollars in the case of a mo­
bile home manufacturer and ten thousand dollars in the 
case of a travel trailer manufacturer running to the 
state, and executed by a surety company authorized to 
do business in the state. Such bond shall be approved 
by the attorney general as to form and conditioned that 
the manufacturer shall conduct his business in confor­
mity with the provisions of this chapter and with all 
standards set by the state of Washington or the federal 
government pertaining to the construction or safety of 



Unfair Practices-Dealer's Etc. Licenses 46.70.090 

such vehicles. Any retail purchaser or vehicle dealer 
who shall have suffered any loss or damage by reason 
of breach of warranty or by any act by a manufac�urer 
which constitutes a violation of this chapter or a vtola­
tion of any standards set by the state of Washington or 
the federal government pertaining to construction or 
safety of such vehicles shall have the right to institute 
an action for recovery against such manufacturer and 
the surety upon such bond. Successive recoveries 
against said bond shall be permitted but t�e aggregate 
liability of the surety to all persons shall m no event 
exceed the amount of the bond. Upon exhaustion of the 
penalty of said bond or cancellation of the bond by the 
surety the manufacturer license shall automatically be 
deemed canceled. [ 1 973 1st ex.s. c 1 32 § 9.] 

46.70.081 Dealer to advise of business location, 
change--Requirements for multiple locations-Six 
months' continuation on death or incapacity of holder. 
Every vehicle dealer shall advise the department of the 
location of each and every place of business of the firm 
and the name or names under which the firm is doing 
business at such location or locations. In the event that 
any name or location is changed, the dealer shall notify 
the department of such change within ten days. The li­
cense issued by the department shall reflect the name 
and location of the firm and shall be posted in a con­
spicuous place at that location by the dealer. 

If a dealer does business in more than one county, 
separate licenses shall be required for each county. 

If a dealer maintains a place of business at more than 
one location or under more than one name in any one 
county, he shall designate one location as the principal 
place of business of the firm, one name as the principal 
name of the firm, and all other locations or names as 
subagencies. A subagency license shall be required for 
each and every subagency. 

A vehicle dealer's license shall upon the death, or in­
capacity of an individual vehicle dealer authorize the 
personal representative of such dealer, subject to pay­
ment of license fees, to continue the business for a peri­
od of six months from the date of said death or 
incapacity. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 1 32 § 10 ;  1 967 ex.s. c 74 § 
8.] 

46.70.082 Salesman's license---Issuance---Post­
ing--Procedure on termination of employment. The li­
cense issued to the vehicle salesman shall be sent to the 
salesman by the department and shall be posted in a 
conspicuous place on the premises of the dealer by 
whom the salesman is employed during the period of 
the salesman's employment. 

When a salesman begins or terminates a connection 
with a vehicle dealer, the salesman and dealer shall 
promptly notify the department, in writing, in the form 
prescribed by the department. In addition to other in­
formation required by the department, the vehicle deal­
er with whom the salesman is beginning a connection 
shall certify that he has examined the background of 
the salesman and, to the best of his knowledge, the 
salesman is of good moral character. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. 1 32 
§ 1 1 ;  1 97 1  ex.s. c 74 § 5 ;  1 967 ex.s. c 74 § 9.] 

46.70.083 Expiration of license or registration-­
Application for renewal. The license of a vehicle dealer 
or a vehicle manufacturer shall be effective until 
December 3 1  and may be renewed by filing with the 
department prior to the expiration thereof an applica­
tion containing such information as the department 
may require to indicate any material change in the in­
formation contained in the original application. 

Registration of a vehicle salesman shall be effective 
until June 30 and may be renewed by filing with the 
department prior to the expiration thereof an applica­
tion containing such information as the department 
may require to indicate any material change in the in­
formation contained in the original application. [ 1 973 
1 st ex.s. c 1 32 § 1 2; 1 97 1  ex.s. c 74 § 6; 1 967 ex.s. c 74 § 
1 0.] 

46.70.090 Dealer and manufacturer license 
plates--Use. ( 1 )  The department shall issue vehicle 
dealer license plates, which are capable of distinguish­
ing the classification of the dealer, to vehicle dealers 
properly licensed pursuant to this chapter and shall, 
upon application, issue manufacturer's license plates to 
manufacturers properly licensed pursuant to this 
chapter. 

(2) Motor vehicle dealer license plates may be used: 
(a) To demonstrate motor vehicles held for sale when 

operated by an individual holding a valid operator's li­
cense, provided that a dated demonstration permit, val­
id for no more than seventy-two hours, is carried in the 
vehicle at all times it is operated by any such 
individual. 

(b) On motor vehicles owned, held for sale and which 
are in fact available for sale by the firm when operated 
by an officer of the corporation, partnership, or propri­
etorship or by a bona fide full time employee of the 
firm, provided that a card so identifying any such indi­
vidual is carried in the vehicle at all times it is operated 
by him. Any such vehicle so operated may be used to 
transport the dealer's own tools, parts and equipment to 
a total weight not to exceed five hundred pounds. 

(c) On motor vehicles being tested for repair. 
(d) On motor vehicles being moved to or from a mo­

tor vehicle dealer's place of business for sale. 
(e) On motor vehicles being moved to or from motor 

vehicle service and repair facilities before sale. 
(f) On motor vehicles being moved to or from motor 

vehicle exhibitions within the state of Washington, pro­
vided that any such exhibition does not exceed a period 
of twenty days. 

(3) Mobile home and travel trailer dealer license 
plates may be used: 

(a) On units hauled to or from the place of business 
of the manufacturer and the place of business of the 
dealer or to and from places of business of the dealer. 

(b) On mobile homes hauled to a customer's location 
for set-up after sale. 

(c) On travel trailers held for sale to demonstrate the 
towing capability of the vehicle provided that a dated 
demonstration permit, valid for not more than seventy­
two hours, is carried with the vehicle at all times. 
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(d) On mobile homes being hauled from a customer's 
location provided that the requirements of RCW 46. 1 6-
. 1 05 and 46. 16. 106 are met. 

(e) On any motor vehicle owned by the dealer which 
is used only to move vehicles legally bearing mobile 
home and travel trailer dealer license plates of the deal­
er so owning any such motor vehicle. 

(f) On vehicles being moved to or from vehicle exhi­
bitions within the state of Washington, provided that 
any such exhibition does not exceed a period of twenty 
days. 

(4) Miscellaneous vehicle dealer license plates may be 
used: 

(a) To demonstrate any miscellaneous vehicle : Pro­
vided, That: 

(i) No such vehicle shall be demonstrated on a public 
highway unless the customer has an appropriate en­
dorsement on his driver's license, if such endorsement is 
required to operate such vehicle; and 

(ii) A dated demonstration permit, valid for no more 
than seventy-two hours, is carried with the vehicle at all 
times it is operated by any such individual. 

(b) On vehicles owned, held for sale and which are, in 
fact, available for sale, by the firm when operated by an 
officer of the corporation, partnership or proprietorship 
or by a bona fide full time employee of the firm, pro­
vided that a card so identifying such individual is car­
ried in the vehicle at all times it is operated by him. 

(c) On vehicles being tested for repair. 
(d) On vehicles being transported to or from the 

place of business of the manufacturer and the place of 
business of the dealer or to and from places of business 
of the dealer. 

(e) On vehicles on which any other item sold or to be 
sold by the dealer is transported from the place of 
business of the manufacturer to the place of business of 
the dealer or to and from places of business of the 
dealer: Provided, That such vehicle and such item are 
purchased or sold as one package. 

(5) Manufacturers properly licensed pursuant to this 
chapter may apply for and obtain manufacturer license 
plates and may be used: 

(a) To transport vehicles to or from the place of 
business of a manufacturer to a vehicle dealer within 
this state who is properly licensed pursuant to this 
chapter. 

(b) To test vehicles for repair. 
(6) Vehicle dealer license plates and manufacturer li­

cense plates shall not be used for any purpose other 
than set forth in this section and specifically shall not 
be: 

(a) Used on any vehicle not within the class for which 
the vehicle dealer license plates are issued unless specif­
ically provided for in this section. 

(b) Loaned to any person for any reason not specifi­
cally provided for in this section. 

(c) Used on any vehicles for the transportation of any 
person, produce, fr�ight: or c�mmodities unless specifi­
cally provided for m th1s sect1�:m, except t�ere shall be 
permitted the use of �uch vehtcle 

.
d.eal�r license plates 

on a vehicle transportmg commodities m the course of 
a demonstration over a period not to exceed seventy-
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two consecutive hours from the commencement of such 
demonstration, if a representative of the dealer is 
present and accompanies such vehicle during the course 
of the demonstration. 

(d) Used on any vehicle sold to a resident of another 
state to transport such vehicle to that other state in lieu 
of a trip permit or in lieu of vehicle license plates ob­
tained from that other state. 

(7) In addition to or in lieu of any sanction imposed 
by the director pursuant to RCW 46.70. 101  for unau­
thorized use of vehicle dealer license plates or manu­
facturer license plates, the director may order that any 
or all vehicle dealer license plates or manufacturer li­
cense plates issued pursuant to this chapter be confis­
cated for such period as he deems appropriate. [ 1973 lst 
ex.s. c 1 32 § 1 3 ;  1971  ex.s. c 74 § 7 ;  1 969 ex.s. c 63 § 3; 
1 96 1  c 12 § 46.70.090. Prior:  1 955 c 283 § 1 ;  1 95 1  c 1 50 
§ 10.] 

46.70.101 Denial, suspension or revocation of licens­
es--Grounds. The director may by order deny, sus­
pend or revoke the license of any vehicle dealer, vehicle 
manufacturer, or vehicle salesman or, in lieu thereof or 
in addition thereto, may by order assess monetary pen­
alties of a civil nature not to exceed one thousand dol­
lars per violation, if he finds that the order is in the 
public interest and that the applicant, or licensee: 

( 1) In the case of a vehicle dealer: 
(a) The applicant or licensee, or any partner, officer, 

director, owner of ten percent or more of the assets of 
the firm, or managing employee: 

(i) Was the holder of a license issued pursuant to this 
chapter, which was revoked for cause and never reis­
sued by the department, or which license was suspend­
ed for cause and the terms of the suspension have not 
been fulfilled; 

(ii) Has been convicted of any crime within the pre­
ceding five years involving fraud, misrepresentation, or 
conversion, or suffering any judgment within the pre­
ceding five years in any civil action involving fraud, 
misrepresentation or conversion; 

(iii) Has knowingly or with reason to know made a 
false statement of a material fact in his application for 
license or any data attached thereto, or in any matter 
under investigation by the department; 

(iv) Does not have an established place of business as 
defined in this chapter; 

(v) Employs an unlicensed salesman or one whose li­
cense has been denied, revoked within the last year, or 
is currently suspended, the terms of which have not 
been fulfilled; 

(vi) Refuses to allow representatives or agents of the 
department to inspect during normal business hours all 
books, records and files maintained within this state; 

(vii) Sells, exchanges, offers, brokers, auctions, solicits 
or advertises a new or current model vehicle to which a 
factory new vehicle warranty attaches and fails to have 
a valid, written service agreement as required by this 
chapter, or having such agreement refuses to honor or 
repudiates the same; 
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(viii) Is insolvent, either in the sense that his liabilities 
exceed his assets, or in the sense that he cannot meet 
his obligations as they mature; 

(ix) Fails to pay any civil monetary penalty assessed 
by the director pursuant to this section within ten days 
after such assessment becomes final. 

(b) The applicant or licensee, or any partner, officer, 
director, owner of ten percent of the assets of the firm, 
or any employee or agent: 

(i) Has failed to comply with the applicable provi­
sions of chapter 46. 12 RCW or this chapter or any rules 
and regulations adopted thereunder; 

(ii) Has defrauded or attempted to defraud the state, 
or a political subdivision thereof of any taxes or fees in 
connection with the sale or transfer of a vehicle; 

(iii) Has forged the signature of the registered or legal 
owner on a certificate of title; 

(iv) Has purchased, sold, disposed of, or has in his 
possession any vehicle which he knows or has reason to 
know has been stolen or appropriated without the con­
sent of the owner; 

(v) Has wilfully failed to deliver to a purchaser a cer­
tificate of ownership to a vehicle which he has sold; 

(vi) Has committed any act in violation of RCW 46-
.70.090 relating to vehicle dealer license plates and 
manufacturer license plates; 

(vii) Has committed any act in violation of RCW 46-
.70. 180 relating to unlawful acts and practices ; 

(c) The licensee or any partner, officer, director, 
owner of ten percent or more of the assets of the firm 
holds or has held any such position in any other vehicle 
dealership licensed pursuant to this chapter which is 
subject to final proceedings under this section. 

(2) In the case of a vehicle salesman: 
(a) Was the holder of, or was a partner in a partner­

ship, or was an officer, director, or owner involved in 
the management of a corporation which was the holder, 
of a license issued pursuant to this chapter which was 
revoked for cause and never reissued or was suspended 
and the terms of the suspension had not been fulfilled; 

(b) Has been convicted of any crime within the pre­
ceding five years involving fraud, misrepresentation, or 
conversion, or suffering any judgment within the pre­
ceding five years in any civil action involving fraud, 
misrepresentation, or conversion; 

(c) Has knowingly or with reason to know made a 
false statement of a material fact in his application for 
license or any data attached thereto or in any matter 
under investigation by the department;  

(d) Has failed to comply with the applicable provi­
sions of chapter 46. 1 2  RCW or this chapter and any 
rules and regulations adopted thereunder; 

(e) Has defrauded or attempted to defraud the state, 
or a political subdivision thereof, of any taxes or fees in 
connection with the sale or transfer of a vehicle; 

(f) Has forged the signature of the registered or legal 
owner on a certificate of title'; 

(g) Has purchased, sold, or disposed of, or has in his 
possession, any vehicle which he knows or has reason to 
know has been stolen or appropriated without the con­
sent of the owner; 

(h) Has wilfully failed to deliver to a purchaser a cer­
tificate of ownership to a vehicle which he has sold; 

(i) Has committed any act in violation of RCW 46-
.70. 1 80 relating to unlawful acts and practices; 

(j) Fails to pay any civil monetary penalty assessed 
by the director pursuant to this section within ten days 
after such assessment becomes final. 

(3) In the case of a manufacturer, or any partner, of­
ficer, director, or majority shareholder: 

(a) Was or is the holder of a license issued pursuant 
to this chapter which was revoked for cause and never 
reissued by the department, or which license was sus­
pended for cause and the terms of the suspension have 
not been fulfilled; 

(b) Has knowingly or with reason to know, made a 
false statement of a material fact in his application for 
license, or any data attached thereto, or in any matter 
under investigation by the department; 

(c) Has failed to comply with applicable provisions of 
chapter 46. 1 2  RCW or this chapter and any rules and 
regulations adopted thereunder; 

(d) Has defrauded or attempted to defraud the state, 
or political subdivision thereof, of any taxes or fees in 
connection with the sale or transfer of a vehicle; 

(e) Has purchased, sold, or disposed of, or has in his 
possession, any vehicle which he knows or has reason to 
know has been stolen or appropriated without the con­
sent of the owner; 

(f) Has committed any act in violation of RCW 46-
.70.090 relating to vehicle dealer license plates and 
manufacturer license plates; 

(g) Has committed any act in violation of RCW 46-
.70. 1 80 relating to unlawful acts and practices; 

(h) Sells or distributes in this state or transfers into 
this state for resale, any new or unused vehicle to which 
a warranty attaches or has attached and refuses to hon­
or the terms of such warranty within a reasonable time 
or repudiates the same; 

(i) Fails to maintain one or more resident employees 
or agents to provide service or repairs to vehicles locat­
ed within the state of Washington only under the terms 
of any warranty attached to new or unused vehicles 
manufactured and which are or have been sold or dis­
tributed in this state or transferred into this state for 
resale unless such manufacturer requires warranty serv­
ice to be performed by all of its dealers pursuant to a 
current service agreement on file with the department. 

(j) Fails to reimburse within a reasonable time any 
vehicle dealer within the state of Washington who in 
good faith incurs reasonable obligations in giving effect 
to warranties that attach or have attached to any new 
or unused vehicle sold or distributed in this state or 
transferred into this state for resale by any such 
manufacturer. 

(k) Engaged in practices inimical to the health and 
safety of the citizens of the state of Washington includ­
ing but not limited to failure to comply with standards 
set by the state of Washington or the federal govern­
ment pertaining to the construction and safety of vehi­
cles. [ 1 973 l st ex.s. c 132 § 14; 1 969 ex.s. c 63 § 4; 1 967 
ex.s. c 74 § 1 1 .] 
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46.70.102 Denial, suspension or revocation of licens­
es-Notice, hearing, procedure. Upon the entry of the 
order under RCW 46.70. 101  the director shall promptly 
notify the applicant or licensee, as well as the employer 
or prospective employer if the applicant or licensee is a 
salesman, that the order has been entered and of the 
reasons therefor and that if requested by the applicant 
or licensee within fifteen days after the receipt of the 
director's notification, the matter will be promptly set 
down for hearing pursuant to chapter 34.04 RCW. If no 
hearing is requested and none is ordered by the direc­
tor, the order will remain in effect until it is modified or 
vacated by the director. If a hearing is requested or or­
dered, the director, or his personal representative, after 
notice of and opportunity for hearing, may modify or 
vacate the order, or extend it until final determination. 
No final order may be entered under RCW 46.70. 10 1  
denying or revoking a license without appropriate prior 
notice to the applicant or licensee (as well as the em­
ployer or prospective employer if the applicant or li­
censee is a salesman), opportunity for hearing, and 
written findings of fact and conclusions of law. [ 1 967 
ex.s. c 74 § 12.] 

46.70.1 1 1  Investigations or proceedings--Powers 
of director or designees Penalty. For the purpose of 
any investigation or proceeding under this chapter, the 
director or any officer designated by him may adminis­
ter oaths and affirmations, subpoena witnesses, compel 
their attendance, take evidence, and require the pro­
duction of any books, papers, correspondence, memo­
randa, agreements, or other documents or records 
which the director deems relevant or material to the 
inquiry. 

( I )  In case of contumacy by, or refusal to obey a 
subpoena issued to, any person, any court of competent 
jurisdiction, upon application by the director, may issue 
to that person an order requiring him to appear before 
the director, or the officer designated by him, to 
produce documentary or other evidence touching the 
matter under investigation or in question. The failure to 
obey an order of the court may be punishable by con­
tempt. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 74 § 1 5.] 

46.70.1 20 Record of transactions. A dealer shall 
complete and maintain for a period of at least five years 
a record of the purchase and sale of all vehicles pur­
chased or sold by him which records shall consist of: 

( I )  The license and title numbers of the state in which 
the last license was issued; 

(2) A description of the vehicle; and 
(3) The name and address of person from whom pur-

chased; and 
(4) The name of legal owner, if any ; and 
(5) The name and address of purchaser; and 
(6) Any additional information the department may 

require. 
Such record shall be maintained separate and apart 

from all other business records of the dealer and shall 
at all times be available for inspection by the director 
or his duly authorized agent. [ 1 973 I st ex.s. c I 32 § I 5 ;  
1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.70. 1 20. Prior: 1 95 1  c 1 50 § 1 5.] 
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46.70.130 Details of charges must be furnished buyer 
or mortgagor. Before the execution of a contract or 
chattel mortgage or the consummation of the sale of 
any vehicle, the seller must furnish the buyer an item­
ization in writing signed by the seller separately dis­
closing to the buyer the finance charge, insurance costs, 
taxes, and other charges which are paid or to be paid 
by the buyer. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 1 32 § 16 ;  1 96 I  c 12 § 46-
.70. 1 30. Prior: 1 95 1 c 1 50 § 1 6.] 

46.70. 140 Handling "bot" vehicles--Unreported 
motor " switcbes"--Unautborized use of dealer 
plates-Penalty. Any vehicle dealer who shall know­
ingly or with reason to know, buy or receive, sell or 
dispose of, conceal or have in his possession, any vehi­
cle from which the motor or serial number has been re­
moved, defaced, covered, altered, or destroyed, or any 
dealer, who shall remove from or install in any motor 
vehicle a new or used motor block without immediately 
notifying the department of such fact upon a form pro­
vided by the department, or any vehicle dealer who 
shall loan or permit the use of vehicle dealer license 
plates by any person not entitled to the use thereof, 
shall be guilty of a gross misdemeanor. f 1973 I st ex.s. c 
1 32 § 17 ;  1 97 1  ex.s. c 74 § 8; 1 967 c 32 § 79; 1 96 1  c l2  
§ 46.70. 140. Prior: 195 1  c 1 50 § 1 1 .] 

46.70.150 Violations-Additional penalties as to li­
cense and plates. The director may, when informed of 
the conviction of any dealer of the violation of any of 
the provisions of this chapter, in addition to penalties 
imposed by the court, require the surrender of the deal­
er license and dealer license plates, and may thereupon 
suspend such license for a period of not less than thirty 
days or not more than one year, or he may confiscate 
the dealer license plates that have been issued to such 
dealer for the current license year. [ 1 96 1  c 12  § 46.70-
. 1 50. Prior: 195 1 c 1 50 § 12.] 

46.70.160 Rules and regulations. The director may 
make any reasonable rules and regulations not incon­
sistent with the provisions of chapter 46.70 RCW relat­
ing to the enforcement and proper operation thereof. 
[ 1 96 I c 12  § 46.70. 160. Prior: 1 959 c 166 § 2 1 .] 

46.70.170 Penalty for violations. I t  shall be a misde­
meanor for any person to violate any of the provisions 
of this chapter and the rules and regulations promul­
gated as provided under this chapter. [ 1 965 c 68 § 5.] 

46.70.180 Unlawful acts and practices. Each of the 
following acts or practices is hereby declared unlawful : 

( I )  To cause or permit to be advertised, printed, dis­
played, published, distributed, broadcasted, televised, or 
disseminated in any manner whatsoever, any statement 
or representation with regard to the sale or financing of 
a vehicle which is false, deceptive or misleading, in­
cluding but not limited to the following: 

(a) That no down payment is required in connection 
with the sale of a vehicle when a down payment is in 
fact required, or that a vehicle may be purchased for 
less down payment than is actually required; 
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(b) That a certain percentage of the sale price of a 
vehicle may be financed when such financing is not of­
fered in a single document evidencing the entire securi­
ty transaction ; 

(c) That a certain percentage is the amount of the 
service charge to be charged for financing, without stat­
ing whether this percentage charge is a monthly amount 
or an amount to be charged per year; 

(d) That a new vehicle will be sold for a certain 
amount above or below cost without computing cost as 
the exact amount of the factory invoice on the specific 
vehicle to be sold; 

(e) That a vehicle will be sold upon a monthly pay­
ment of a certain amount, without including in the 
statement the number of payments of that same amount 
which are required to liquidate the unpaid purchase 
price. 

(2) To incorporate within the terms of any purchase 
and sale agreement any statement or representation 
with regard to the sale or financing of a vehicle which is 
false, deceptive, or misleading, including but not limited 
to terms that include as an added cost to the selling 
price of a vehicle an amount for licensing or transfer of 
title of that vehicle which is not actually due to the 
state, unless such amount has in fact been paid by the 
dealer prior to such sale. 

(3) To set up, promote, or aid in the promotion of a 
plan by which vehicles are to be sold to a person for a 
consideration and upon further consideration that the 
purchaser agrees to secure one or more persons to par­
ticipate in the plan by respectively making a similar 
purchase and in turn agreeing to secure one or more 
persons likewise to join in said plan, each purchaser 
being given the right to secure money, credits, goods or 
something of value, depending upon the number of 
persons joining the plan. 

(4) To commit, allow, or ratify any act of "bushing" 
which is defined as follows: Taking from a prospective 
buyer of a vehicle a written order or offer to purchase, 
or a contract document signed by the buyer, which: 

(a) Is subject to the dealer's, or his authorized repre­
sentative's future acceptance, and the dealer fails or re­
fuses within forty-eight hours, exclusive of Saturday, 
Sunday or legal holiday, and prior to any further nego­
tiations with said buyer, to deliver to the buyer either 
the dealer's signed acceptance or all copies of the order, 
offer or contract document together with any initial 
payment or security made or given by the buyer, in­
cluding but not limited to money, check, promissory 
note, vehicle keys, a trade-in or certificate of title to a 
trade-in ;  or 

(b) Permits the dealer to renegotiate a dollar amount 
specified as trade-in allowance on a vehicle, delivered 
or to be delivered by the buyer as part of the purchase 
price, because of depreciation, obsolescence, or any 
other reason except substantial and latent mechanical 
defect that could not have been reasonably discovered 
at the time of the taking of said order, offer or contract: 
Provided, That said physical damage or mechanical de­
fect shall have occurred before the dealer took posses­
sion of the vehicle; or 

(c) Fails to comply with the obligation of any written 
warranty or guarantee given by the dealer requiring the 
furnishing of services or repairs. 

(5) To commit any offense relating to odometers, as 
such offenses are defined in RCW 46.37.540, 46.37.550, 
46.37.560 and 46.37.570; 

(6) For any vehicle dealer or vehicle salesman to 
refuse to furnish, upon request of a prospective pur­
chaser, the name and address of the previous registered 
owner of any used vehicle offered for sale. 

(7) Being a manufacturer to : 
(a) Coerce or attempt to coerce any vehicle dealer to 

order or accept delivery of any vehicle or vehicles, parts 
or accessories, or any other commodities which shall 
not have been voluntarily ordered by the said vehicle 
dealer: Provided, That recommendation, endorsement, 
exposition, persuasion, urging, or argument shall not be 
deemed to constitute coercion; 

(b) Cancel, or, fail to renew the franchise or selling 
agreement of any vehicle dealer doing business in this 
state without fairly compensating the dealer at a fair 
going business value for his capital investment which 
shall include but not be limited to tools, equipment, and 
parts inventory, possessed by the dealer on the day he is 
notifi.ed of such cancellation or termination and which 
are still within the dealer's possession on the day the 
cancellation or termination is effective, if: ( I )  The capi­
tal investment shall have been entered into with rea­
sonable and prudent business judgment for the purpose 
of fulfilling the franchise; and (2) Said cancellation or 
nonrenewal was not done in good faith. Good faith 
shall be defined as the duty of each party to any fran­
chise to act in a fair and equitable manner towards 
each other, so as to guarantee one party freedom from 
coercion, intimidation, or threats of coercion or intimi­
dation from the other party: Provided, That recom­
mendation, endorsement, exposition, persuasion, urging 
or argument shall not be deemed to constitute a lack of 
good faith. 

(c) Encourage, aid, abet or teach a vehicle dealer to 
sell vehicles through any false, deceptive or misleading 
sales or financing practices including but not limited to 
those practices declared unlawful in this section; 

(d) Coerce or attempt to coerce a vehicle dealer to 
engage in any practice forbidden in this section by ei­
ther threats of actual cancellation or failure to renew 
the dealer's franchise agreement; 

(e) Refuse to deliver any vehicle publicly advertised 
for immediate delivery to any duly licensed vehicle 
dealer having a franchise or contractual agreement for 
the retail sale of new and unused vehicles sold or dis­
tributed by such manufacturer within sixty days after 
such dealer's order shall have been received in writing 
unless caused by inability to deliver because of shortage 
or curtailment of material, labor, transportation or util­
ity services, or to any labor or production difficulty, or 
to any cause beyond the reasonable control of the 
manufacturer. 

(f) To provide under the terms of any warranty that a 
purchaser of any new or unused vehicle that has been 
sold, distributed for sale, or transferred into this state 
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for resale by the vehicle manufacturer that any warran­
ty c

_
laim on any item included as an integral part of the 

vehicle may only be made against the manufacturer of 
that item. 

(8) Nothing in this section shall be construed to im­
pair the obligations of a contract or to prevent a manu­
facturer, distributor, representative or any other person, 
whether or not licensed under this chapter, from re­
quiring performance of a written contract entered into 
with any licensee hereunder, nor shall the requirement 
of such performance constitute a violation of any of the 
provisions of this section: Provided, however, Any such 
contract, or the terms thereof, requiring performance, 
shall have been theretofore freely entered into and exe­
cuted between the contracting parties. [ 1973 1 st ex.s. c 
132 § 18 ;  1969 c 1 12 § I ; 1967 ex.s. c 74 § 16. ]  

46.70. 185 Odometers--Disconnecting, resetting, 
turning bac� replacing without notifying purchaser. See 
RCW 46.37.540-46.37.580. 

46.70. 1 90 Civil actions for violations--Injunc­
tions-Claims under Federal Automobile Dealer Fran­
chise Act--Time limitation for filing action. Any 
person who is injured in his business or property by a 
violation of this chapter, or any person so injured be­
cause he refuses to accede to a proposal for an ar­
rangement which, if consummated, would be in 
violation of this chapter, may bring a civil action in the 
superior court to enjoin further violations, to recover 
the actual damages sustained by him together with the 
costs of the suit, including a reasonable attorney's fee. 

Any person recovering judgment or whose claim has 
been dismissed with prejudice against a manufacturer 
pursuant to RCW 46.70. 1 80(7)(b) and this section shall, 
upon full payment of said judgment, or upon the dis­
missal of such claim, execute a waiver in favor of the 
judgment debtor or defendant of any claim arising prior 
to the date of said j udgment or dismissal under the 
Federal Automobile Dealer Franchise Act, 15 United 
States Code Sections 122 1-1225. Any person having re­
covered full payment for any judgment or whose claim 
has been dismissed with prejudice under said Federal 
Automobile Dealer Franchise Act shall have no cause 
of action under this section for alleged violation of 
RCW 46.70. 1 80(7)(b), with respect to matters arising 
prior to the date of said judgment. 

A civil action brought in the superior court pursuant 
to the provisions of this section must be filed no later 
than one year following the alleged violation of this 
chapter. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 1 32 § 19; 1 967 ex.s. c 74 § 2 1 .] 

46.70.200 Revocation or nonrenewal of dealer's li­
cense when civil action for cancellation or nonrenewal of 
franchise is pending--Court may order issuance, when. 
The director shall revoke or refuse to issue a motor ve­
hicle dealer's license for a franchise replacing a can­
celed or terminated franchise if a civil action pursuant 
to RCW 46.70. 190 is pending and was filed within sixty 
days following the written notification of the cancella­
tion or nonrenewal of an existing franchise and a certi­
fied copy of said complaint alleging the date of said 

[11tle 46----p 154) 

notification is filed with the department within said six­
ty days by the complaining motor vehicle dealer. The 
court may, however, in order to maintain adequate and 
competitive service in the area or upon a showing of 
good cause by the manufacturer, distributor, or factory 
branch order the director to issue said motor vehicle 
dealer's  license if the dealer complies with other sec­
tions of chapter 46.70 RCW. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 74 § 17.] 

46.70.2 10 Effect of complaint on existing fran­
chise--Effect of issuance of new franchise. Upon the 
filing of a complaint pursuant to RCW 46.70. 190 by a 
complaining motor vehicle dealer within sixty days fol­
lowing the written notification of the cancellation or 
nonrenewal of the existing franchise, any canceled or 
nonrenewed franchise of said complaining dealer shall 
stay in full force and effect until the complaint has been 
expeditiously disposed of, unless the court, pursuant to 
RCW 46.70.200, has ordered the director to issue a mo­
tor vehicle dealer's license to a new franchisee. 

If a new franchise is given by a manufacturer, dis­
tributor or factory branch for the sale of the same make 
of motor vehicle in the same area of responsibility in 
that covered in said canceled or terminated franchise, 
such act shall be prima facie evidence that the new 
franchise replaced the canceled or terminated franchise. 
[ 1 967 ex.s. c 74 § 1 8.]  

46.70.220 Duties of attorney general and prosecuting 
attorneys to bring action for violations--Limitation of 
civil actions. The director may refer such evidence as 
may be available concerning violations of this chapter 
or of any rule or order hereunder to the attorney gen­
eral or the proper prosecuting attorney, who may in his 
discretion, with or without such a reference, in addition 
to any other action they might commence, bring an ac­
tion in the name of the state against any person to re­
strain and prevent the doing of any act or practice 
herein prohibited or declared unlawful : Provided, That 
this chapter shall be considered in conjunction with 
chapter 9.04 RCW, 1 9.86 RCW and 63. 14 RCW and 
the powers and duties of the attorney general and the 
prosecuting attorney as they may appear in the afore­
mentioned chapters, shall apply against all persons sub­
ject to this chapter: Provided further, That any action 
to enforce a claim for civil damages under chapter 19.86 
RCW shall be forever barred unless commenced within 
six years after the cause of action accrues. [ 1967 ex.s. c 
74 § 19.] 

46.70.230 Duties of attorney general and prosecuting 
attorneys to bring action for violations---Acceptance of 
assurance of compliance--Filing. In the enforcement 
of this chapter, the attorney general and/or any said 
prosecuting attorney may accept an assurance of com­
pliance with the provisions of this chapter from any 
person deemed in violation hereof. Any such assurance 
shall be in writing and be filed with and subject to the 
approval of the superior court of the county in which 
the alleged violator resides or has his principal place of 
business, or in Thurston county. [ 1967 ex.s. c 74 § 20.] 



Trans. of Passengers in For Hire Vehs. 46.72.020 

46.70.240 Penalties--Jurisdiction. Any person 
who violates the terms of any court order, or �emporary 
or permanent injunction issued pursuant to thts chapter, 
shall forfeit and pay a civil penalty of not more than 
twenty-five thousand dollars. For the purpose of this 
section the superior court issuing any injunction shall 
retain jurisdiction, and the cause shall be continued, 
and in such cases the attorney general and/ or the pros­
ecuting attorney acting in the name of the state, or any 
person who pursuant to RCW 46.70. 1 90 has secured the 
injunction violated, may petition for the recovery of 
civil penalties. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 74 § 22.] 

46.70.250 Personal service of process outside state. 
Personal service of any process in an action under this 
chapter may be made upon any person outside the state 
if such person has engaged in conduct in violation of 
this chapter which has had the impact in this state 
which this chapter reprehends. Such person shall be 
deemed to have thereby submitted himself to the juris­
diction of the courts of this state within the meaning of 
RCW 4.28. 1 80 and 4.28. 1 85. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 74 § 23.] 

46.70.260 Application of chapter to existing and fu­
ture franchises and contracts. The provisions of this 
chapter shall be applicable to all franchises and con­
tracts existing between motor vehicle dealers and man­
ufacturers or factory branches and to all future 
franchises and contracts. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 74 § 24.] 

46.70.270 Provisions of chapter cumulative--Vio­
lation of RCW 46.70.180 deemed civil. The provisions of 
this chapter shall be cumulative to existing laws: Pro­
vided, That the violation of RCW 46.70. 1 80 shall be 
construed as exclusively civil and not penal in nature. 
[ 1967 ex.s. c 74 § 25.] 

46.70.290 Application of chapter to mobile homes and 
persons engaged in distribution and sale thereof. The 
provisions of chapter 46.70 RCW shall apply to the dis­
tribution and sale of mobile homes and to mobile home 
dealers, salesmen, distributors, manufacturers, factory 
representatives, or other persons engaged in such distri­
bution and sale to the same extent as for motor vehi­
cles. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 23 1 § 23.] 

Effective date-1971 ex.s. c 231 :  See note following RCW 
46.01 . 130. 

46.70.900 Liberal construction. All provisions of this 
chapter shall be liberally construed to the end that de­
ceptive practices or commission of fraud or misrepre­
sentation in the sale, barter, or disposition of vehicles in 
this state ma,y be prohibited and prevented, and irre­
sponsible, unreliable, or dishonest persons may be pre­
vented from engaging in the business of selling, 
bartering, or otherwise dealing in vehicles in this state 
and reliable persons may be encouraged to engage in 
the business of selling, bartering and otherwise dealing 
in vehicles in this state: Provided, That this chapter 
shall not apply to printers, publishers, or broadcasters 
who in good faith print, publish or broadcast material 

without knowledge of its deceptive character. [ 1 973 1 st 
ex.s. c 1 32 § 20; 1967 ex.s. c 74 § 2.] 

46.70.91 0  Severability--1967 ex.s. c 74. If any 
provision of this amendatory act is declared unconsti­
tutional, or the applicability thereof to any person or 
circumstances is held invalid, the constitutionality of 
the remainder of the amendatory act and the applica­
bility thereof to persons and circumstances shall not be 
affected thereby. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 74 § 28.] 

46.70.920 Severability--1973 1st ex.s. c 132. If 
any provision of this 1973 amendatory act is declared 
unconstitutional, or the applicability thereof to any 
person or circumstance is held invalid, the constitution­
ality of the remainder of this 1973 amendatory act and 
the applicability thereof to persons and circumstances 
shall not be affected thereby. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 132 § 2 1 .] 

Chapter 46.72 
TRANSPORTATION OF PASSENGERS IN FOR 

lllRE VEHICLES 
Sections 
46.72.010 
46.72.020 
46.72.030 
46.72.040 
46.72.050 
46.72.060 
46.72.070 
46.72.080 
46.72.100 

46.72. 1 10 
46.72. 120 
46.72. 1 30 

Definitions. 
Permit required-Form of application. 
Permit fee-Issuance-Display. 
Surety bond. 
Liability coverage-Right of action saved. 
Right of action-Limitation of recovery. 
Certificate-Fee. 
Substitution of security-New certificate. 
Refusal, suspension or revocation of permit or certifi-

cate-Penalty for unlawful operation. 
Fees to highway safety fund. 
Rules and regulations. 
Nonresident taxicabs-Permit-Fee---

Compliance. 
46.72. 140 Nonresident taxicabs-Permit required for entry. 
46.72. 1 50 Nonresident taxicabs-Reciprocity. 

Age limit for drivers of for hire vehicles: RCW 46.20.045. 
Special driver's license required: RCW 46.20.440. 

46.72.010 Definitions. When used in this chapter: 
( 1 )  The term "for hire vehicle" includes all vehicles 

used for the transportation of passengers for compensa­
tion, except auto stages or school buses operating ex­
clusively under a contract to a school district; 

(2) The term "for hire operator" means and includes 
any person, concern or entity engaged in the transpor­
tation of passengers for compensation in for hire vehi­
cles. [ 196 1 c 12 § 46.72.010. Prior: 1947 c 253 § 1 ;  Rem. 
Supp. 1 947 § 638� 1 .  Formerly RCW 8 1 .72.010.] 

46.72.020 Permit required--Form of application. 
No for hire operator shall cause operation of a for hire 
vehicle upon any highway of this state without first ob­
taining a permit from the director of motor vehicles. 
Application for a permit shall be made on forms pro­
vided by the director and shall include ( 1 )  the name 
and address of the owner or owners, and if a corpora­
tion, the names and addresses of the principal officers 
thereof; (2) city, town or locality in which any vehicle 
will be operated; (3) name and motor number of any 
vehicle to be operated; (4) the endorsement of a city 
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official authorizing an operator under a law or ordi­
nance requiring a license; and (5) such other informa­
tion as the director may require. ( 1 967 c 32 § 80; 196 1  c 
12  § 46.72.020. Prior: 1 947 c 253 § 2 ;  Rem. Supp. 1947 
§ 6386-2; prior: 1 9 1 5  c 57 § 1 ;  RRS § 6382. Formerly 
RCW 8 1 .72.020.] 

46.72.030 Permit fee Issuance-Display. Ap-
plication for a permit shall be forwarded to the director 
with a fee of five dollars. Upon receipt of such applica­
tion and fee, the director shall, if such application be in 
proper form, issue a permit authorizing the applicant to 
operate for hire vehicles upon the highways of this state 
until such owner ceases to do business as such, or until 
the permit is suspended or revoked. Such permit shall 
be displayed in a conspicuous place in the principal 
place of business of the owner. [ 1967 c 32 § 8 1 ;  1 96 1  c 
12  § 46.72.030. Prior: 1 947 c 253 § 3 ;  Rem. Supp. 1947 
§ 6386-3 ; prior: 1 933 c 73 § 1 ,  part; 1 9 1 5  c 57 § 2, part; 
RRS § 6383, part. Formerly RCW 8 1 .72.030.] 

46.72.040 Surety bond. Before a permit is issued ev­
ery for hire operator shall be required to deposit and 
thereafter keep on file with the director a surety bond 
running to the state of Washington covering each and 
every for hire vehicle as may be owned or leased by 
him and used in the conduct of his business as a for 
hire operator. Such bond shall be in the sum of one 
hundred thousand dollars for any recovery for death or 
personal injury by one person, and three hundred thou­
sand dollars for all persons killed or receiving personal 
injury by reason of one act of negligence, and twenty­
five thousand dollars for damage to property of any 
person other than the assured, with a good and suffi­
cient surety company licensed to do business in this 
state as surety and to be approved by the director, con­
dition.ed for the faithful compliance by the principal of 
said bond with the provisions of this chapter, and to 
pay all damages which may be sustained by any person 
injured by reason of any careless negligence or unlawful 
act on the part of said principal, his agents or employ­
ees in the conduct of said business or in the operation 
of any motor propelled vehicle used in transporting 
passengers for compensation on any public highway of 
this state. [ 1 973 c 1 5  § 1 ;  1 967 c 32 § 82; 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 
46.72.040. Prior: 1 947 c 253 § 4; Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 
6386-4; prior: 1 933 c 73 § 1 ,  part; 1 9 1 5  c 57 § 2, part; 
RRS § 6383, part. Formerly RCW 8 1 .72.040.] 

46.72.050 Liability coverage-Right of action 
saved. In lieu of the surety bond as provided in this 
chapter, there may be deposited and kept on file and in 
force with the director a public liability insurance policy 
covering each and every motor vehicle operated or in­
tended to be so operated, executed by an insurance 
company licensed and authorized to write such insur­
ance policies in the state of Washington, assuring the 
applicant for a permit against property damage and 
personal liability to the public, with the premiums paid 
and payment noted thereon. Said policy of insurance 
shall provide a minimum coverage equal and identical 
to the coverage required by the aforesaid surety bond, 
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specified under the provisions of RCW 46.72.040. No 
provisions of this chapter shall be construed to limit the 
right of any injured person to any private right of ac­
tion against a for hire operator as herein defined. [ 1973 
c 1 5  § 2 ;  1 967 c 32 § 83;  1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.72.050. Prior: 
1 947 c 253 § 5 ;  Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 6386-5. Formerly 
RCW 8 1 .72.050.] 

46.72.060 Right of action--Limitation of recovery. 
Every person having a cause of action for damages 
against any person, firm, or corporation receiving a 
permit under the provisions of this chapter, for injury, 
damages or wrongful death caused by any careless, 
negligent or unlawful act of any such person, finn, or 
corporation or his, their, or its agents or employees in 
conducting or carrying on said business or in operating 
any motor propelled vehicle for the carrying and trans­
porting of passengers over and along any public street, 
road or highway shall have a cause of action against the 
principal and surety upon the bond or the insurance 
company and the insured for all damages sustained, 
and in any such action the full amount of damages sus­
tained may be recovered against the principal, but the 
recovery against the surety shall be limited to the 
amount of the bond. ( 196 1 c 1 2  § 46.72.060. Prior: 1 947 
c 253 § 6 ;  Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 6386-6; prior: 1 929 c 27 § 
1 ;  1 927 c 1 6 1  § 1 ;  1 9 1 5  c 57 § 3 ;  RRS § 6384. Formerly 
RCW 8 1 .72.060.] 

46.72.070 Certificate-Fee. The director shaH ap­
prove and file all bonds and policies of insurance. The 
director shall, upon receipt of fees and after approving 
the bond or policy, furnish the owner with an appropri­
ate certificate which must be carried in a conspicuous 
place in the vehicle at all times during for hire opera­
tion. A for hire operator shall secure a certificate for 
each for hire vehicle operated and pay therefor a fee of 
one dollar for each vehicle so registered. Such permit or 
certificate shall expire on June 30th of each year, and 
may be annually renewed upon payment of a fee of one 
dollar. [ 1 967 c 32 § 84; 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.72.070. Prior: 
1 947 c 253 § 7 ;  Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 6386-7. Formerly 
RCW 8 1 .72.070.] 

46.72.080 Substitution of security--New certifi­
cate. In the event the owner substitutes a policy or bond 
after a for hire certificate has been issued, a new certifi­
cate shall be issued to the owner. The owner shall sub­
mit the substituted bond or policy to the director for 
approval, together with a fee of one doilar. If the direc­
tor approves the substituted policy or bond, a new cer­
tificate shall be issued. In the event any certificate has 
been lost, destroyed or stolen, a duplicate thereof may 
be obtained by filing an affidavit of loss and paying a 
fee of fifty cents. [ 1 967 c 32 § 85 ; 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.72.080. 
Prior: 1 947 c 253 § 8 ;  Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 6386-8. For­
merly RCW 8 1 .72.080.] 

46.72.100 Refusal, suspension or revocation of permit 
or certificate-Penalty for unlawful operation. The di­
rector may refuse to issue a permit or certificate, or he 
may suspend or revoke a permit or certificate if he has 
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good reason to believe that one of the following is true 
of the operator or the applicant for a permit or certifi­
cate: ( l )  He has been convicted of an offense of such a 
nature as to indicate that he is unfit to hold a certificate 
or permit; (2) he is guilty of committing two or more 
offenses for which mandatory revocation of driver's li­
cense is provided by law; (3) he has been convicted of 
manslaughter resulting from the operation of a motor 
vehicle or convicted of negligent homicide; (4) intem­
perate or addicted to the use of narcotics. 

Notice of the director to refuse, suspend or revoke 
such permit or certificate shall be given by registered 
mail to the holder or applicant for such permit or cer­
tificate and shall designate a time and place for hearing 
before the director, which shall not be less than ten 
days from the date of such notice. Should the director, 
after such hearing, decide that a permit shall be can­
celed or revoked, he shall notify said holder or appli­
cant to that effect by registered mail. The applicant or 
permit holder may within thirty days from the date of 
the decision appeal to the superior court of Thurston 
county for a review of such decision by filing a copy of 
said notice with the clerk of said superior court and a 
copy of such notice in the office of the director. The 
court shall set the matter down for hearing with the 
least possible delay. 

Any for hire operator as herein defined who shall op­
erate a for hire vehicle as herein defined without first 
having filed a bond or insurance policy and having re­
ceived a for hire permit and a for hire certificate as re­
quired by this chapter shall be guilty of a gross 
misdemeanor and upon conviction therefor shall be 
punished by imprisonment in jail for a period not ex­
ceeding ninety days or a fine of not exceeding five hun­
dred dollars, or both fine and imprisonment. [ 1 967 c 32 
§ 86; 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.72. 1 00. Prior: I 947 c 253 § 9; Rem. 
Supp. I 947 § 6386-9; prior: I 9 I 5  c 57 § 4; RRS § 6385. 
Formerly RCW 8 1 .72. 1 00.] 

46.72.110 Fees to highway safety fund. All fees re­
ceived by the director under the provisions of this 
chapter shall be transmitted by him, together with a 
proper identifying report, to the state treasurer to be 
deposited by the state treasurer in the highway safety 
fund. [ 1 967 c 32 § 87; I 96 I  c 1 2  § 46.72. 1 10. Prior: 1 947 
c 253 § 1 0; Rem. Supp. I 947 § 6386-1 0. Formerly RCW 
8 1 .72. 1 10.] 

46.72.120 Rules and regulations. The director is em­
powered to make and enforce such rules and regula­
tions as may be consistent with and necessary to carry 
out the provisions of this chapter. [ 1 967 c 32 § 88; 1 96 1  
c 1 2  § 46. 72. 1 20. Prior: 1 947 c 253 § I I ;  Rem. Supp. 
I947 § 6386-I I .  Formerly RCW 8 1 .72. I20.] 

46.72. 130 Nonresident taxicabs--Permit--
Fee--Compliance. No operator of a taxicab licensed 
or possessing a permit in another state to transport pas­
sengers for hire, and principally engaged as a for hire 
operator in another state, shall cause the operation of a 

taxicab upon any highway of this state without first ob­
taining an annual permit from the director upon an ap­
plication accompanied with an annual fee of twenty 
dollars for each taxicab. The issuance of a permit shall 
be further conditioned upon compliance with this chap­
ter. [ 1 967 c 32 § 89; 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.72. 1 30. Prior: 1 953 c 
1 2  § I ;  1 95 1  c 2 1 9  § I. Formerly RCW 8 1 .72. 1 30.] 

46.72.140 Nonresident taxicabs-Permit required 
for entry. All law enforcement officers shall refuse every 
taxicab entry into this state which does not have a cer­
tificate from the director on the vehicle. [ 1 967 c 32 § 90; 
1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.72. 140. Prior: 1 95 1 c 2 1 9  § 2. Formerly 
RCW 8 1 .72. 140.] 

46.72.150 Nonresident taxicabs--Reciprocity. 
RCW 46.72. 1 30 and 46.72. 140 shall be inoperative to 
operators of taxicabs residing and licensed in any state 
which allows Washington operators of taxicabs to use 
such state's highways free from such regulations. [ I 96 1  
c 1 2  § 46.72. 1 50. Prior: 1 95 I  c 2 1 9  § 3 .  Formerly RCW 
8 1 .72. 1 50.} 
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46.76.010 License required--
Exceptions--"Driveaway," "towaway," method de­
fined. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, partner­
ship, association, or corporation to engage in the 
business of delivering by the driveaway or towaway 
methods vehicles not his own and of a type required to 
be registered under the laws of this state, without pro­
curing a transporter's license in accordance with the 
provisions of this chapter. 

This shall not apply to motor freight carriers or oper­
ations regularly licensed under the provisions of chapter 
8 1 .80 RCW to haul such vehicles on trailers or 
semitrailers. 

Driveaway or towaway methods means the delivery 
service rendered by a motor vehicle transporter wherein 
motor vehicles are driven singly or in combinations by 
the towbar, saddlemount or fullmount methods or any 
lawful combinations thereof, or where a truck or truck­
tractor draws or tows a semitrailer or trailer. [ 1 96 1  c 12  
§ 46.76.01 0. Prior: I 957 c I 07 § 1 ;  1 953 c 1 55 § I ;  1 947 
c 97 § 1 ;  Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 6382-75.] 

46.76.020 Application for license. Application for a 
transporter's license shall be made on a form provided 
for that purpose by the director of motor vehicles and 
when executed shall be forwarded to the director to­
gether with the proper fee. The application shall contain 

(Title � 157) 



46.76.020 Title 46: Motor Vehicles 

the name and address of the applicant and such other 
information as the director may require. [ 1967 c 32 § 
9 1 ;  1 96 1  c 12  § 46.76.020. Prior: 1 947 c 97 § 2; Rem. 
Supp. 1 947 § 6382-76.) 

46.76.030 Issuance of license-Plates. Upon re­
ceiving an application for transporter's license the di­
rector, if satisfied that the applicant is entitled thereto, 
shall issue a proper certificate of license registration and 
a distinctive set of license plates and shall transmit the 
fees obtained therefor with a proper identifying report 
to the state treasurer, who shall deposit such fees in the 
motor vehicle fund. The certificate of license registra­
tion and license plates issued by the director shall au­
thorize the holder of the license to drive or tow any 
motor vehicle or trailers upon the public highways. 
[ 1 967 c 32 § 92; 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.76.030. Prior: 1 947 c 97 
§ 3 ;  Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 6382-77.) 

46.76.040 License and plate fees New plates. The 
fee for an original transporter's license shall be twenty­
five dollars. Transporter license number plates bearing 
an appropriate symbol and serial number shall be at­
tached to all vehicles being delivered in the conduct of 
the business licensed under the provisions hereof. Such 
plates may be obtained for a fee of two dollars for each 
set. New plates must be procured with each annual re­
newal. [ 1 96 1  c 12  § 46.76.040. Prior: 1 957 c 107 § 2 ;  
1 947 c 97  § 4; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6382-78.] 

46.76.050 Renewal--Fee. A transporter's license 
shall expire on December 3 1 st of each year and may be 
renewed by filing a proper application and paying an 
annual fee of fifteen dollars. [ 196 1 c 1 2  § 46.76.050. Pri­
or: 1 947 c 97 § 5 ;  Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6382-79.] 

46.76.060 Display of plates--Nontransferability. 
Transporter's license plates shall be conspicuously dis­
played on all vehicles being delivered by the driveaway 
or towaway methods. These plates shall not be loaned 
to or used by any person other than the holder of the 
license or his employees. [ 1 96 1 c 1 2  § 46.76.060. Prior: 
1 957 c 1 07 § 3 ;  1 947 c 97 § 6; Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 
6382-80.] 

46.76.070 Rules and regulations. The director may 
make any reasonable rules or regulations not inconsis­
tent with the provisions of this chapter relating to the 
enforcement and proper operation of this chapter. [ 1 967 
c 32 § 93 ; 1 96 1  c 12 § 46.76.070. Prior: 1 947 c 97 § 7;  
Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 6382-8 1 .] 

46.76.080 Penalty. The violation of any provision of 
this chapter shall be a misdemeanor. In addition to any 
other penalty imposed upon a violator of the provisions 
of this chapter, the director may confiscate any trans­
porter license plates used in connection with such vio­
lation. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.76.080. Prior: 1 947 c 97 § 8;  
Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 6382-82.] 
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Abandoned junk motor vehicles: RCW 46.52. 145 through 46.52.160. 
Abandoned vehicles: RCW 46.52. 102 through 46.52. 119. 

46.79.01 0  Definitions. As used in this chapter and 
unless the context indicates otherwise, words and 
phrases shall mean: 

( 1 )  ' 'Abandoned vehicle' '  means any vehicle left 
within the limits of any highway or upon the property 
of another without the consent of the owner of such 
property for a period of twenty-four hours, or longer, 
except that a vehicle shall not be considered abandoned 
if its owner or operator is unable to remove it from the 
place where it is located and so notifies law enforce­
ment officials and requests assistance. 

(2) "Abandoned automobile hulk" means the aban­
doned remnant or remains of a motor vehicle which is 
inoperative and cannot be made mechanically operative 
without the addition of parts of mechanisms and the 
application of a substantial amount of labor to effect 
repairs. 

(3) "Scrap processor" means a licensed establishment 
that maintains a hydraulic baler and shears, or a shred­
der for recycling salvage. 

(4) "Demolish" means to destroy completely by use 
of a hydraulic baler and shears, or a shredder. 

(5) "Hulk hauler" means any person who deals in ve­
hicles for the sole purpose of transporting and/or sell­
ing them to a licensed motor vehicle wrecker or scrap 
processor in substantially the same form in which they 
are obtained and who may not sell second-hand motor 
vehicle parts to anyone other than a scrap processor. 

(6) "Director" means the director of the department 
of motor vehicles. [ 1 971 ex.s. c I to § 1 .] 

46.79.020 Transporting hulks to scrap processor-­
Authorized-Procedure. Any hulk hauler or scrap 
processor licensed under the provisions of this chapter 
may: 

( I )  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
transport any flattened or junk abandoned automobile 
hulk whether such hulk is from in state or out of state, 
to a scrap processor upon obtaining the certificate of ti­
tle and/or registration and/or any release of interest 
from the owner or custodian of such hulk. The scrap 
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processor shall forward such document(s) to the de­
partment of motor vehicles, together with a monthly re­
port of all vehicles acquired from other than a licensed 
automobile wrecker, and no further identification shall 
be necessary. 

(2) Transport any vehicle upon obtaining ownership 
thereof as otherwise required by law. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 1 10 § 
2.] 

46.79.030 Application for license, renewal-­
Form-Signature-Contents. Application for a 
hulk hauler's license or a scrap processor's license or 
renewal of a hulk hauler's license or a scrap processor's 
license shall be made on a form for this purpose, fur­
nished by the director, and shall be signed by the ap­
plicant or his authorized agent and shall include the 
following information: 

( I )  Name and address of the person, firm, partner­
ship, association or corporation under which name the 
business is to be conducted; 

(2) Names and residence address of all persons hav­
ing an interest in the business or, if the owner is a cor­
poration, the names and addresses of the officers 
thereof; 

(3) Certificate of approval of the chief of police of 
any city or town, wherever located, having a population 
of over five thousand persons and in all other instances 
a member of the state patrol certifying that the appli­
c
_
ant can be found at the address shown on the applica­

tion, and; 
(4) Any other information that the director may re­

quire. [ 1 97 1  �x.s. c 1 10 § 3. ]  

46.79.040 Application forwarded with fees-Issu­
ance of license--Disposition of fees--Display of li­
c�nse. Application for a hulk hauler's license, together 
With a fee of ten dollars, or application for a scrap pro­
cessor's license, together with a fee of twenty-five dol­
lars, shall be forwarded to the director. Upon receipt of 
�he appli�ation the director shall, if the application be 
m order, Issue the license applied for authorizing him to 
do business as such and forward the fee, together with 
an itemized and detailed report, to the state treasurer, 
�o be depos�ted in the motor vehicle fund. Upon receiv­
mg the certificate the owner shall cause it to be promi­
nently displayed at the address shown in his 
application, where it may be inspected by an investigat­
ing officer at any time. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 1 10 § 4.] 

46.79.050 Renewal fee-Surr.ender of license, 
when. A license issued on this application shall remain 
in force until suspended or revoked and may be re­
newed annually .upon reapplication according to section 
2 of this act and upon payment of a fee of ten dollars. 

Whenever a hulk hauler or scrap processor shall 
cease to do business as such or his license has been 
suspended or revoked, he shall immediately surrender 
such license to the director. [ 1 97 1 ex.s. c 1 10 § 5 . ]  

Reviser's note: Th e  reference to section 2 of this act appears to be 
incorrect. Section 3 of the act, codified as RCW 46.79.030, was ap­
parently intended. 

46.79.060 Special license plates--Fee. The hulk 
hauler or scrap processor shall obtain a special set of 
license plates in addition to the regular licenses and 
plates required for the operation of vehicles owned 
and/ or operated by him and used in the conduct of his 
business. Such special license shall be displayed on the 
operational vehicles and shall be in lieu of a trip permit 
or current license on any vehicle being transported. The 
fe·e for these plates shall be five dollars for the original 
plates and two dollars for each additional set of plates 
bearing the same license number. [ 1 97 1 ex.s. c 1 10 § 6.] 

46.79.070 Denial, suspension or revocation of li­
cense--Notice---Hearing-Appeal. If for a good 
and sufficient cause the director has reason to believe 
that the application for issuance or renewal of a license 
as provided in this chapter should be denied, he may 
refuse to issue such license and shall notify the appli­
cant to that effect. The director may suspend or revoke 
a hulk hauler's or scrap processor's license whenever he 
shall have reason to believe that such hulk hauler has: 

( I )  Wilfully misrepresented the physical condition of 
any motor vehicle transported; 

(2) Sold or disposed of a motor vehicle or trailer or 
any part thereof when he knows that such vehicle or 
part has been stolen, or appropriated without the con­
sent of the owner; 

(3) Committed forgery on a certificate of title, regis­
tration, or document releasing any interest in a vehicle; 

(4) Committed any dishonest act or omission which 
the director has reason to believe has caused loss or se­
rious inconvenience as a result of a sale of a motor ve­
hicle, trailer or part thereof; 

(5) Failed to comply with any of the provisions of 
this chapter or other applicable law relating to registra­
tion and certificates of title of vehicles and any other 
document releasing any interest in a vehicle; 

Notice of the intent of the director to refuse, suspend 
or cancel a license shall be given in writing, by regis­
tered mail, to the holder of or applicant for such li­
cense, and shall designate a time and place for the 
hearing before the director, which shall be not less than 
ten days from the date of said notice. Should the direc­
tor, after such hearing, decide that the applicant is not 
entitled to a license or that an existing license should be 
revoked, the applicant or holder may, within thirty days 
from the date of the decision of the director, appeal to 
the superior court of Thurston county for a review of 
such decision, filing a notice of such appeal with the 
clerk of said superior court and a copy of said notice in 
the office of the director. Said court shall set the matter 
down for hearing with the least possible delay. [ 197 1 
ex.s. c 1 10 § 7.] 

46.79.080 Rules and regulations. The director is 
hereby authorized to promulgate and adopt reasonable 
rules and regulations not in conflict with provisions 
hereof for the proper operation and enforcement of this 
chapter. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 1 10 § 8.] 
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46.79.090 Inspection of premises and records-­
Certificate of inspection. It shall be the duty of the 
chiefs of police in cities having a population of over five 
thousand persons, and in all other cases members of the 
Washington state patrol, to make periodic inspection of 
the hulk hauler's or scrap processor's premises and re­
cords provided for in this chapter, and furnish a certifi­
cate of inspection to the director in such manner as 
may be determined by the director: Provided, That the 
above inspection in any instance can be made by an 
authorized representative of the department. 

The department is hereby authorized to enlist the 
services and cooperation of any law enforcement officer 
or state agency of another state to inspect the premises 
of any hulk hauler or scrap processor whose established 
place of business is in that other state but who is li­
censed to transport automobile hulks within 
Washington state. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 1 10 § 9.] 

46.79. 100 Other provisions to comply with chapter. 
Any municipality or political subdivision of this state 
which now has or subsequently makes provision for the 
regulation of hulk haulers or scrap processors shall 
comply strictly with the provisions of this chapter. [ 1 97 1  
ex.s. c 1 10  § 1 0.] 

46.79.l l0 Chapter not to prohibit individual towing of 
vehicles to junk yards or processors. Nothing contained 
in this chapter shaH be construed to prohibit any indi­
vidual from towing any vehicle owned by him to any 
junk yard or scrap processor. [ 1 97 1 ex.s. c 1 10 § 1 1 .] 
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AbandonedjUDk motor vehicles: RCW 46.52. 145 through 46.52. 160. 
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46.80.010 Definitions. The words "motor vehicle 
wrecker," whenever used in this chapter, shall mean ev­
ery person, firm, partnership, association or corporation 
engaged in the business of buying, selling or dealing in 
vehicles of a type required to be licensed under the laws 
of this state, for the purpose of wrecking, dismantling, 
disassembling or substantially changing the form of any 
motor vehicle, or who buys or sells integral second­
hand parts of component material thereof, in whole or 
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in part, and deals in second-hand motor vehicle parts. 
The words "established place of business," whenever 
used in this chapter, shall mean a building or enclosure 
which the owner occupies either continuously or at reg­
ular periods and where his books and records are kept 
and business is transacted and which must conform 
with the zoning regulation of municipalities. [ 1961  c 12 
§ 46.80.0 10. Prior: 1 947 c 262 § I ;  Rem. Supp. 1947 § 
8326-40.] 

46.80.020 License required-Penalty. Any motor 
vehicle wrecker, as defined herein, who shall engage in 
the business of wrecking motor vehicles or trailers 
without having first applied for and received a license 
from the department of motor vehicles authorizing him 
so to do shall be guilty of a gross misdemeanor, and 
upon conviction shall be punished by imprisonment for 
not less than thirty days or more than one year in jail or 
by a fine of one thousand dollars. [ 1 971 ex.s. c 7 § 1 ;  
1967 c 3 2  § 94; 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.80.020. Prior: 1 947 c 262 
§ 2 ;  Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 8326--4 1 .] 

46.80.030 Application for license Contents. Ap-
plication for a motor vehicle wrecker's license or re­
newal of a vehicle wrecker's license shall be made on a 
form for this purpose, furnished by the department of 
motor vehicles, and shall be signed by the motor vehicle 
wrecker or his authorized agent and shall include the 
following information: 

( I )  Name and address of the person, firm, partner­
ship, association or corporation under which name the 
business is to be conducted; 

(2) Names and residence address of all persons hav­
ing an interest in the business or, if the owner is a cor­
poration, the names and addresses of the officers 
thereof; 

(3) Certificate of approval of the chief of police of 
any city or town having a population of over five thou­
sand persons and in all other instances a member of the 
Washington state patrol certifying that: 

(a) The applicant has an established place of business 
at the address shown on the application, and; 

(b) In the case of a renewal of a vehicle wrecker's li­
cense, the applicant has been complying with the provi­
sions of this chapter and the provisions of Title 46 
RCW, relating to registration and certificates of title: 
Provided, That the above certifications in any instance 
can be made by an authorized representative of the de­
partment of motor vehicles; 

(4) Any other information that the department may 
require. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 7 § 2 ;  1 967 ex.s. c 1 3  § 1 ; 1 967 c 
32 § 95 ; 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.80.030. Prior: 1 947 c 262 § 3 ;  
Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 8326--42.] 

46.80.040 Issuance of license-Fee. Such applica­
tion, together with a fee of twenty-five dollars, and a 
surety bond as hereinafter provided, shall be forwarded 
to the department. Upon receipt of the application the 
department shall, if the application be in order, issue a 
motor vehicle wrecker's license authorizing him to do 
business as such and forward the fee, together with an 
itemized and detailed report, to the state treasurer, to 
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be deposited in the motor vehicle fund. Upon receiving 
the certificate the owner shall cause it to be prominently 
displayed in his place of business, where it may be in­
spected by an investigating officer at any time. [ 197 1  
ex.s. c 7 § 3 ;  1 967 c 32 § 96; 196 1  c 12  § 46.80.040. Pri­
or: 1947 c 262 § 4; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 8326-43.] 

46.80.050 Renewal--Fee. A license issued on this 
application shall remain in force until suspended or re­
voked and may be renewed annually upon reapplica­
tion according to RCW 46.80.030 and upon payment of 
a fee of ten dollars. Any motor vehicle wrecker who 
fails or neglects to renew his license prior to July 1 ,  
shall be required to pay the fee for an original motor 
vehicle wrecker license as provided in this chapter. 

Whenever a motor vehicle wrecker shall cease to do 
business as such or his license has been suspended or 
revoked, he shall immediately surrender such license to 
the department. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 7 § 4; 1967 ex.s. c 13  § 2;  
1967 c 32  § 97; 196 1  c 12  § 46.80.050. Prior: 1 947 c 262 
§ 5; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 8326--44.) 

46.80.060 License plates--Fee---Display. The 
motor vehicle wrecker shall obtain a special set of li­
cense plates in addition to the regular licenses and 
plates required for the operation of such vehicles which 
shall be displayed on vehicles owned and/ or operated 
by him and used in the conduct of his business. The fee 
for these plates shall be five dollars for the original 
plates and two dollars for each additional set of plates 
bearing the same license number. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.80-
.060. Prior: 1 957 c 273 § 2 1 ;  1947 c 262 § 6 ;  Rem. Supp. 
1947 § 8326-45.] 

46.80.070 Bond. Before issuing a motor vehicle 
wrecker's license, the department shall require the ap­
plicant to file with said department a surety bond in the 
amount of one thousand dollars, running to the state of 
Washington and executed by a surety company author­
ized to do business in the state of Washington. Such 
bond shall be approved as to form by the attorney gen­
eral and conditioned that such wrecker shall conduct 
his business in conformity with the provisions of this 
chapter. Any person who shall have suffered any loss or 
damage by reason of fraud, carelessness, neglect or 
misrepresentation on the part of the wrecking company, 
shall have the right to institute an action for recovery 
against such motor vehicle wrecker and surety upon 
such bond: Provided, That the aggregate liability of the 
surety to all persons shall in no event exceed the 
amount of the bond. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 7 § 5 ;  1967 c 32 § 98; 
1961 c 12 § 46.80.070. Prior: 1947 c 262 § 7 ;  Rem. 
Supp. 1947 § 8326-46.] 

46.80.080 Records to be kept. Every motor vehicle 
wrecker shall maintain books or files in which he shall 
keep a record and a description of every vehicle 
wrecked, dismantled, disassembled or substantially al­
tered by him, together with the name of the person, firm 
or corporation from whom he purchased the vehicle. 
Such record shall also contain: 

( l )  The certificate of title number (if previously titled 
in this or any other state); 

(2) Name of state where last registered; 
(3) Number of the last license number plate issued; 
(4) Name of vehicle ;  
(5) Motor or identification number and serial number 

of the vehicle; 
( 6) Date purchased; 
(7) Disposition of the motor and chassis, and such 

other information as the department may require. Such 
record shall be subject to inspection at all times by 
members of the police department, sheriff's office and 
members of the Washington state patrol. A motor vehi­
cle wrecker shall also maintain a similar record of all 
disabled vehicles that have been towed or transported 
to the motor vehicle wrecker's  place of business or to 
other places designated by the owner of the vehicle or 
his representative. This record shall specify the name 
and description of the vehicle, name of owner, number 
of license plate, condition of the vehicle and place to 
which it was towed or transported. [ 1971 ex.s. c 7 § 6; 
1967 c 32 § 99; 1 96 1  c 12  § 46.80.080. Prior: 1947 c 262 
§ 8; Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 8326-47.] 

46.80.090 Reports to department of motor vehi­
cles--Record of title to accompany--Penalty. With­
in thirty days after a vehicle has been acquired by the 
motor vehicle wrecker it shall be the duty of such motor 
vehicle wrecker to furnish a written report to the de­
partment on forms furnished by the department. This 
report shall be in such form as the department shall 
prescribe and shall be accompanied by the certificate of 
title, if the vehicle has been last registered in a state 
which issues a certificate, or a record of registration if 
registered in a state which does not issue a certificate of 
title. No motor vehicle wrecker shall acquire a vehicle 
without first obtaining such record or title. It shall be 
the duty of the motor vehicle wrecker to furnish a 
monthly report of all vehicles wrecked, dismantled, dis­
assembled, or substantially changed in form by him. 
This report shall be made on forms prescribed by the 
department and contain such information as the de­
partment may require. This statement shall be signed by 
the motor vehicle wrecker or his authorized representa­
tive and the facts therein sworn to before a notary pub­
lic. Any motor vehicle wrecker who fails, neglects or 
refuses to furnish these monthly reports shall be guilty 
of a gross misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine 
of not more than five hundred dollars or by imprison­
ment of not more than six months or by both fine and 
imprisonment. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 7 § 7 ;  1967 c 32 § 100; 196 1  
c 12  § 46.80.090. Prior: 1947 c 262 § 9;  Rem. Supp. 
1 947 § 8326-48.] 

46.80.100 Cancellation of bond, effect of. If, after is­
suing a motor vehicle wrecker's license, the bond is 
canceled by the surety in a method provided by law, the 
director shall immediately notify the principal covered 
by such bond by registered mail and afford him the op­
portunity of obtaining another bond before the termi­
nation of the original and should such principal fail, 
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neglect or refuse to obtain such replacement, the direc­
tor may cancel or suspend the motor vehicle wrecker's 
license which has been issued to him under the provi­
sions of this chapter. [ 1 967 c 32 § 10 1 ; 196 1  c 12 § 46-
.80. 1 00. Prior: 1 947 c 262 § I 0; Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 
8326--49.] 

46.80. 1 10 Refusal, suspension, revocation of license. 
The director may, pursuant to the provisions of chapter 
34.04 RCW, by order deny, suspend or revoke the li­
cense of any motor vehicle wrecker, if he finds that the 
applicant or licensee has : 

( 1 )  Wilfully misrepresented the physical condition of 
any motor or integral part of a motor vehicle; 

(2) Sold or disposed of a motor vehicle or trailer or 
any part thereof when he knows that such vehicle or 
part has been stolen, or appropriated without the con­
sent of the owner; 

(3) Committed forgery on a certificate of title cover­
ing a vehicle that has been reassembled from parts ob­
tained from the disassembling of other vehicles; 

(4) Committed any dishonest act or omission which 
the director has reason to believe has caused loss or se­
rious inconvenience as a result of a sale of a motor ve­
hicle, trailer or part thereof; 

(5) Failed to comply with any of the provisions of 
this chapter or any of the rules and regulations adopted 
thereunder, or with any of the provisions of Title 46 
RCW relating to registration and certificates of title of 
vehicles; 

(6) Procured a license fraudulently or that such li­
cense was erroneously issued. [ 1 97 1 ex.s. c 7 § 8; 1 967 
ex.s. c 1 3  § 3; 1 967 c 32 § 102; 1 96 1  c 12 § 46.80. 1 10. 
Prior: 1 947 c 262 § 1 1 ;  Rem. Supp. 1947 § 8326-50.] 

46.80.120 Improper practices-Penalty. Any mo­
tor vehicle wrecker who shall knowingly buy, sell, re­
ceive, dispose of, conceal or have in his possession any 
motor vehicle or integral part thereof whose manufac­
turer's serial number, motor number or other identifica­
tion mark has been removed, defaced, covered, altered 
or destroyed for the purpose of concealing or misrepre­
senting the identity of such motor vehicle or trailer, 
shall be deemed guilty of a gross misdemeanor and 
shall be punished by a fine of not more than five hun­
dred dollars or by imprisonment for not more than six 
months, or by both. Any motor vehicle wrecker who 
shall fail, neglect or refuse to comply with all of the 
provisions of this chapter before offering for sale and 
selling used parts, shall be guilty of a gross misdemean­
or and shall be punished by a fine of not more than five 
hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not more than 
six months, or by both. [ l96 1 c 12 § 46.80. 1 20. Prior : 
1 947 c 262 § 12 ;  Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 8326-5 1 .] 

46.80. 130 Place of business must be exclusively 
used-Wall, fence or hedge required. It shall be un­
lawful for any motor vehicle wrecker to keep any motor 
vehicle or any integral part thereof in any place other 
than the established place of business, designated in the 
certificate issued by the department, without permission 
of the department. All premises containing such motor 
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vehicles or parts thereof shall be enclosed by a wall or 
fence of such height as to obscure the nature of the 
business carried on therein. To the extent reasonably 
necessary or permitted by the topography of the land, 
the department shall have the right to establish specifi­
cations or standards for said fence or wall: Provided, 
however, That such wall or fence shall be painted or 
stained a neutral shade which shall blend in with the 
surrounding premises, and that such wall or fence must 
be kept in good repair. A living hedge of sufficient den­
sity to prevent a view of the confined area may be sub­
stituted for such a wall or fence. Any dead or dying 
portion of such hedge shall be replaced. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 7 § 
9; 1967 ex.s. c 1 3  § 4; 1 967 c 32 § 103 ;  1 965 c 1 17 § 1 ;  
196 1  c 12  § 46.80. 1 30. Prior: 1 947 c 262 § 1 3 ;  Rem. 
Supp. 1947 § 8326-52.) 

46.80. 140 Rules and regulations. The director is 
hereby authorized to promulgate and adopt reasonable 
rules and regulations not in conflict with provisions 
hereof for the proper operation and enforcement of this 
chapter. [ 1 967 c 32 § 104 ;  196 1 c 1 2  § 46.80. 140. Prior: 
1947 c 262 § 14; Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 8326-53.] 

46.80. 150 Inspection of premises and records. It shall 
be the duty of the chiefs of police in cities having a 
population of over five thousand persons, and in all 
other cases members of the Washington state patrol, to 
make periodic inspection of the motor vehicle wrecker's 
premises and records provided for in this chapter, and 
furnish a certificate of inspection to the department in 
such manner as may be determined by the department: 
Provided, That the above inspection in any instance can 
be made by an authorized representative of the depart­
ment. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 7 § 10;  1 967 ex.s. c 1 3  § 5 ;  1 967 c 32 
§ 105; 1 96 1  c 12  § 46.80. 1 50. Prior: 1 947 c 262 § 15;  
Rem. Supp. 1947 § 8326-54.] 

46.80.160 Duty of municipalities to conform. Any 
municipality or political subdivision of this state which 
now has or subsequently makes provision for the regu­
lation of automobile wreckers shall comply strictly with 
the provisions of this chapter. [ 196 1 c 1 2  § 46.80.160. 
Prior: 1 947 c 262 § 16;  Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 8326-55.) 

Chapter 46.81 
TRAFFIC SAFETY EDUCATION COURSES 

Sections 
46.81 .010 
46.81 .020 

46.8 1 .030 

46.8 1 .040 

46.8 1 .050 
46.8 1 .060 
46.81 .070 

46.8 1 .900 

Definitions. 
Administration of program-Powers and duties of 

school officials. 
Fiscal support-Penalty assessments in addition to 

fines and bail forfeitures. 
Fiscal support-Bail deposits to include penalty 

assessment. 
Fiscal support-Disposition of revenue. 
Fiscal support-Traffic safety education account. 
Fiscal support--Cost records--Reimbursement to 

school districts--Enrollment fees. 
Declaration of purpose. 

46.81 .0 1 0  Definitions. The following words and 
phrases whenever used in chapter 46.8 1  RCW shall 
have the following meaning: 
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( 1 )  "Superintendent" or "state superintendent" shall 
mean the superintendent of public instruction. 

(2) "Traffic safety education course" shall mean an 
accredited course of instruction in traffic safety educa­
tion which shall consist of three parts : Classroom in­
struction, laboratory experience, and observation time. 
"Laboratory experience" shall include on-street, driving 
range, or simulator experience or some combination 
thereof. Each of said parts shall meet basic course re­
quirements which shall be established by the superin­
tendent of public instruction and each part of said 
course shall be taught by a qualified teacher of traffic 
safety education. Any portions of the course may be 
taught after regular school hours or on Saturdays as 
well as on regular school days or as a summer school 
course, at the option of the local school districts. 

(3) "Qualified teacher of traffic safety education" 
shall mean an instructor certificated under the provi­
sions of chapter 28A.70 RCW and certificated by the 
superintendent of public instruction to teach either the 
classroom part or the laboratory part of the traffic safe­
ty education course, or both, under regulations promul­
gated by the superintendent. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 2 1 8  § I ;  1963 
c 39 § 2.} 

46.81.020 Administration of program--Powers and 
duties of school officials. ( 1 )  The superintendent of pub­
lic instruction is authorized to establish a section of 
traffic safety education, under the division of curricu­
lum and instruction and through such section shall ad­
minister, supervise, and develop the traffic safety 
education program and shall assist local school districts 
in the conduct of their traffic safety education pro­
grams. The superintendent shall adopt necessary rules 
and regulations governing the operation and scope of 
the traffic safety education program; and each school 
district shall submit an annual report to the superinten­
dent on the financial condition of its traffic safety edu­
cation program: Provided, That the superintendent 
shall conduct audits or such other examination of the 
records and accounts of said school districts and shall 
require their reporting of such information as the su­
perintendent deems necessary to adequately monitor 
the quality of the program and to carry out the pur­
poses of this chapter, and in order to make regular re­
ports to the legislature. 

(2) The board of directors of any school district 
maintaining a secondary school which includes any of 
the grades 10 to 1 2, inclusive, may establish and main­
tain a traffi.c safety education course. If a school district 
elects to offer a traffic safety education course and has 
within its boundaries a private accredited secondary 
school which includes any of the grades 1 0  to 1 2, inclu­
sive, at least one ·class in traffic safety education shall be 
given at times other than regular school hours if there is 
sufficient demand therefor. 

(3) Subject to the rules and regulations adopted by 
the superintendent of public instruction, the board of 
directors of a school district may contract with any 
drivers' school licensed under the provisions of chapter 
46.82 RCW to teach the laboratory part of the traffic 
safety education program. Instructors provided by any 

such contracting drivers' school must be certificated as 
qualified teachers of traffic safety education. [ 1 969 ex.s. 
c 2 1 8  § 2; 1 963 c 39 § 3.] 

46.81.030 Fiscal support--Penalty assessments in 
addition to fines and bail forfeitures. There shall be lev­
ied and paid into the traffic safety education account of 
the general fund of the state treasury a penalty assess­
ment in addition to the fine or bail forfeiture on all of­
fenses involving a violation of a state statute or city or 
county ordinance relating to the operation or use of 
motor vehicles or the licensing of vehicle operators, ex­
cept offenses relating to parking of vehicles, in the fol­
lowing amounts: 

( l )  Where a fine is imposed, five dollars for each 
twenty dollars of fine, or fraction thereof. 

(2) If bail is forfeited, five dollars for each twenty 
dollars of bail, or fraction thereof. 

(3) Where multiple offenses are involved, the penalty 
assessment shall be based on the total fine or bail for­
feited for all offenses. 

Notwithstanding, the provisions contained in chap­
ters 3.62 and 3. 1 6  RCW, or any other section, all mon­
eys derived from penalty assessments made under this 
section shall be forwarded to the traffic safety education 
account of the general fund of the state treasury and 
shall be used exclusively for traffic safety education. 

Where a fine is suspended, in whole or in part, the 
penalty assessment shall be levied in accordance with 
the fine actually imposed. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 26 § I ; 1 970 ex.s. 
c 9 § 2. Prior: 1969 ex.s. c 2 1 8  § 3 ;  1 969 ex.s. c 1 99 § 
24; 1 967 c 1 67 § 1 1 ;  1 963 c 39 § 4.] 

Penalty assessments in addition to fines, etc., for driver and alcohol 
safety action programs: RCW 46.61.515. 

46.81.040 Fiscal support--Bail deposits to include 
penalty assessment. When any deposit of bail is made 
for an offense to which RCW 46.8 1 .030 applies, the 
person making the deposit shall also deposit a sufficient 
amount to include the penalty assessment for forfeited 
bail. [ 1 963 c 39 § 5.] 

46.81.050 Fiscal support--Disposition of revenue. 
The gross proceeds of the penalty assessments provided 
for in RCW 46.8 1 .030 shall be transmitted to the city or 
county treasurer, as the case may be, by the court col­
lecting the same, in the manner and at the times that 
fines and bail forfeitures are transmitted to such treas­
urers. The city and county treasurers shall transmit to 
the state treasurer monthly and without deduction the 
amount of such penalty assessments received, which 
shall be credited to the traffic safety education account 
in the general fund: Provided, That all fees, fines, for­
feitures and penalties collected or assessed by a j ustice 
court because of the violation of a state law shall be re­
mitted as provided in chapter 3.62 RCW as now exists 
or is later amended. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 9 § 3. Prior: 1 969 ex.s. 
c 2 1 8  § 4; 1 969 ex.s. c 1 99 § 25; 1 963 c 39 § 6.] 

46.81.060 Fiscal support--Traffic safety education 
account. There is hereby created the traffic safety edu­
cation account in the general fund of the state treasury 
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(formerly named the driver education account) to the 
credit of which shall be deposited all moneys directed 
by law to be credited thereto. All expenses incurred by 
the superintendent of public instruction in administer­
ing this chapter and all payments by the superintendent 
of public instruction to school districts as authorized by 
this chapter shall be borne by appropriations from this 
account. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 2 1 8  § 5; 1963 c 39 § 7.] 

Fees credited to account: RCW 46.20.070, 46.68.041. 

46.81.070 Fiscal support--Cost records-Reim­
bursement to school districts--Enrollment fees. ( I )  
Each school district offering a course in traffic safety 
education shall, in such manner as the superintendent 
of public instruction may direct, keep accurate records 
of the cost thereof. Subject to RCW 46.8 1 .060 each 
school district shall be reimbursed from the traffic safe­
ty education account: Provided, That the state superin­
tendent shall determine the approximate per pupil cost 
of traffic safety education and may reimburse up to 
seventy-five percent of the estimated per pupil cost of 
traffic safety education. Per pupil cost of traffic safety 
education shall include the per pupil cost of vehicles 
used exclusively in traffic safety education programs 
and simulators used in such programs amortized by 
school districts over a sixty-month period. 

A simulator is any automobile driver training device 
approved by the superintendent of public instruction to 
be used for purposes of traffic safety education instruc­
tion under simulated driving conditions. 

(2) The directors of any school district or combina­
tion of school districts shall establish a traffic safety ed­
ucation fee, which fe.e when imposed shall be required 
to be paid by any duly enrolled student in such school 
district prior to the enrollment in a traffic safety educa­
tion course. Traffic safety education fees collected by a 
school district shall be deposited with the county trea­
surer to the credit of such school district, to be used to 
pay costs of the traffic safety education course. [ 1 969 
ex.s. c 2 1 8  § 6; 1967 ex.s. c 147 § 5 ;  1963 c 39 § 8.] 

Traffic safety commission: Chapter 43.59 RCW. 

46.81.900 Declaration of purpose. It  is the purpose of 
this act to provide the financial assistance necessary to 
enable each high school district to offer a course in 
traffic safety education and by that means to develop in 
the youth of this state a knowledge of the motor vehicle 
laws, an acceptance of personal responsibility on the 
public highways, and an understanding of the causes 
and consequences of traffic accidents. The course in 
traffic safety education shall further provide to the 
youthful drivers of this state training in the skills neces­
sary for the safe operation of motor vehicles. [ 1 969 ex.s. 
c 2 1 8  § 7; 1 963 c 39 § 1 .] 

Sections 
46.82.010 
46.82.020 

Chapter 46.82 
DRIVERS' TRAINING SCHOOLS 

Definitions. 
School license required--Fees-Renewal­

Duplicates. 
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46.82.030 

46.82.040 

46.82.050 
46.82.060 

46.82.070 

46.82.080 
46.82.()90 

46.82. 100 
46.82. 1 10 
46.82. 120 
46.82. 130 

46.82. 140 

46.82. 150 

46.82. 160 
46.82. 170 
46.82. 180 

46.82. 190 

46.82.200 

46.82.2 10 
46.82.220 

46.82.230 

46.82.240 

46.82.250 
46.82.260 
46.82.270 

School licenses nontransferable--New license when 
business ownership transferred. . . 

When school license shall not be issued--Proxtmtty to 
place where operator's license examination held. 

Denial of application for school license. 
Suspension, revocation, refusal of school 

license--"Fraudulent practices" defined. 
Suspension, revocation, refusal of school license---­

Hearing--Procedure--Exception. 
Procedure on change of officers or location of school. 
Certain prer·equisites to be met before instruction may 

be given student. 
Advertising and solicitation of business. 
Lettering on instruction car required. 
Instructor's certificate--Qualifications for issuance. 
Instructor's certificate--Application--Contents--

Proof of study--Temporary employment. 
Instructor's certificate--Examining committee----Di­

rector to arrange examination. 
Disposition of moneys collected--Commercial auto-

mobile driver training school account established. 
First examinations after effective date of chapter. 
Instructor's certificate--Fees--Duration. 
Instructor's certificate--Time and place of examina-

tions--Notice. 
Instructor's certificate--Qualifications to take 

examination. 
Renewal of instructor's license--Conditions­

Refusal. 
When school must terminate instructor's services. 
Instruction on state patrol testing course prohibited­

Suspension of licenses. 
Revocation, suspension of instructor's certificate---­

Hearing. 
Appeal from action or decision of examining committee 

or director. 
Penalty. 
Chapter not to apply to educational institutions. 
Basic tninimum curricula required--Effect of failure 

to teach such curricula. 

46.82.010 Definitions. For the purpose of this 
chapter : 

"Drivers' school" means a commercial automobile 
training school engaged in the business of giving in­
struction for hire in the operation of automobiles. 

"Director" means the director of motor vehicles of 
the state of Washington. 

"Instructor" means any natural person employed by 
a drivers' school to instruct persons in the operation of 
automobiles. 

"Place of business" means a designated location at 
which the business of a drivers' school is transacted and 
its records are kept. 

"Person" includes an individual, firm, corporation, 
partnership or association. [ 1967 c 32 § 1 06; 1 96 1  c 12  § 
46.82.01 0. Prior: 1 957 c 87 § 1 .] 

46.82.020 School license required--Fees-Re­
newal--Duplicates. No person shall engage in the 
business of conducting a drivers' school without being 
the holder of a license for such purpose issued by the 
director. An application for license under this section 
shall be filed with the director and shall contain such 
information as he shall prescribe. Every such applica­
tion shall be accompanied by an application fee of one 
hundred dollars, which shall in no event be refunded. If 
an application is approved by the director, the applicant 
upon the payment of an additional fee of twenty-five 
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dollars shall be granted a license which _sh�ll be valid 
for a period of one year from the date of Its Issuance. 

The annual fee for renewal thereof shall be twenty­
five dollars. The director shall issue a license certificate 
to each licensee, which certificate shall be co�spicuously 
displayed in the place of business of �he hcens�e. In 
case of the loss, mutilation or destructiOn

_ 
of a hcense 

certificate, the director shall issue a duplicate thereof 
upon proof of the facts and payment of a fee of one 
dollar. [ 1 96 1  c 12 § 46.82.020. Prior: 1957 c 87 § 2.] 

46.82.030 School licenses nontransferable-New 
license when business ownership transferred. Drivers' 
school licenses shall not be transferable. In the event of 
any transfer of ownership in the b�siness, an applica­
tion for a new license must be obtamed by compliance 
with the terms and conditions and the payment of the 
fees as set forth in RCW 46.82.020: Provided, That the 
director shall permit continuance of the business by !he 
person to whom the business was transferred pendmg 
approval of the new application

. 
for a drivers' school li­

cense. [ 1 96 1  c 12 § 46.82.030. Pnor: 1 957 c 87 § 3. ]  

46.82.040 When school license shall not be is­
sued--Proximity to place where operator's license ex­
amination held. No license shall be issued nor shall any 
renewal of a license be made for conducting a drivers' 
school in a city having a population of fifteen thousand 
or more according to the latest federal census, if the 
place of business of such school or branch thereof, is 
located within one thousand feet of a state patrol office 
or of a building owned or leased by the state, the coun­
ty, or a city, in which examinations for drivers' licenses 
are conducted. The said distance of one thousand feet 
shall be measured along the public streets by the near­
est route from such place of business, or branch thereof, 
to such building. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.82.040. Prior: 1 957 c 
87 § 4.] 

46.82.050 Denial of application for school license. 
The director may deny the application of any person 
for a license if, in his discretion, he determines that: 

( 1 )  Such applicant has made a material false state­
ment or concealed a material fact in connection with 
his application;  

(2) Such applicant, or any officer, director, stock­
holder, or partner, or any other person directly or indi­
rectly interested in the business was the former holder, 
or was an officer, director, stockholder, or partner, in a 
corporation or partnership which was the former holder 
of a driver's school license which was revoked or sus­
pended by the director; 

(3) Such applicant or any officer, director, stockhold­
er, or partner, in a corporation or partnership or any 
employee, or any person dire�tly or indirectly interested 
in the business has been convicted of a felony, or of any 
crime involving violence, dishonesty, deceit, indecency, 
degeneracy or moral turpitude; 

(4) Such applicant does not have a place of business 
as required by this section; 

(5) Such applicant has failed to require any and all 
persons with financial interest in such drivers' school to 
be signatories to the application ; 

(6) Such applicant fails to qualify under all of the 
other conditions stated in this chapter. [ 1 961  c 12  § 46-
.82.050. Prior: 1 957 c 87 § 5.] 

46.82.060 Suspension, revocation, refusal of school 
license-"Fraudulent practices" defined. The director, 
or any employee of the department of motor vehicles 
deputized by him for such purposes, may suspend or 
revoke a drivers' school license or refuse to issue a re­
newal thereof for any of the following causes: 

( 1 )  The conviction of the licensee of a felony, or of 
any crime involving violence, dishonesty, deceit, inde­
cency, degeneracy, or moral turpitude; 

(2) Where the licensee has made a material false 
statement or concealed a material fact in connection 
with his application for the license or a renewal thereof; 

(3) Where the licensee has failed to comply with any 
of the provisions of this chapter or any of the rules and 
regulations of the director made pursuant thereto; 

(4) Where the licensee has been guilty of fraud or 
fraudulent practices in relation to the business conduct­
ed under the license, or guilty of inducing another to 
resort to fraud or fraudulent practices in relation to se­
curing for himself or another a lice�se �? drive aD: aut?­
mobile. The term "fraudulent practices as used m thts 
section shall include, but not be limited to, any conduct 
or representation on _the part of !he lice�see te�ding to 
induce anyone to beheve, or to �Ive the Impressi�n that 
a license to operate an automobile, or any other license, 
registration or service granted by the director, ma.r be 
obtained by any means other than the ones p�escnbed 
by law, or furnishing or ob�ining the s�me by 1ll�gal or 
improper means, or requestmg, acceptmg, exactmg, or 
collecting money for such purpose. 

Notwithstanding the renewal of a license, the director 
may revoke or suspend sue� licen�e for caus�s and �io­
lations, as prescribed by thts section, occumng dunng 
the two license periods immediately preceding the re­
newal of such license. [ 1 967 c 32 § 107 ;  1 96 1  c 214  § 4; 
1 961  c 1 2  § 46.82.060. Prior: 1 957 c 87 § 6.] 

46.82.070 Suspension, revocation, refusal of school 
license--Hearing--Procedure--Exception. Ex­
cept where a refusal t? iss�e a license or renewal, or re­
vocation or suspensiOn, Is based solely o� a court 
conviction or convictions, a licensee or applicant shall 
have an opportunity to be heard, sue� hearing to be 
held within ten days of the refusal to Issue, revoke or 
suspend said license and the director must within five 
days after the hearing issue a decision on said refusal to 
render, revoke or suspend. A license may, however, be 
temporarily suspended without notice, . pending any 
prosecution, investigation or hearing. A_ hcensee or �p­
plicant entitled to a hearing �hall be g�ve� due noh�e 
thereof. The sending of a notice of a heanng by reg�s­
tered mail to the last known address of a licensee or 
applicant ten days prior to the date of the hearing shall 
be deemed due notice. The director, or the person dep­
utized by him to conduct a hearing, shall have power to 
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subpoena witnesses, administer oaths to witnesses and 
take testimony of any person or cause depositions to be 
taken. A subpoena issued under the authority of this 
section shall be served in the same manner as a sub­
poena issued out of a court of record. Witnesses sub­
poenaed hereunder and persons, other than officers or 
employees in the department, making service of such 
subpoenas shall be entitled to the same fees and mile­
age as are allowed in civil actions in courts of law. 
[ 1 967 c 32 § 1 08 ;  1 96 1  c 214  § 2; 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.82.070. 
Prior: 1 957 c 87 § 7.] 

46.82.080 Procedure on change of officers or location 
of school. The owner of any drivers' school licensed un­
der the provisions of this chapter must notify the direc­
tor in writing within thirty days after any change is 
made in the officers or directors of such school. No 
owner of such school shall change the location of its 
place of business without notifying the director of such 
change prior thereto. [ 1 96 1  c 12 § 46.82.080. Prior: 1 957 
c 87 § 8.] 

46.82.090 Certain prerequisites to be met before in­
struction may be given student. Instruction in the opera­
tion of an automobile shall not be given to a student in 
any drivers' school licensed under the provisions of this 
chapter unless: 

( I )  The automobiles used for instruction purposes are 
equipped with dual controls for foot brake and clutch, 
or foot brake only in automatic cars ; 

(2) The licensee has filed with the director evidence of 
liability insurance coverage with an insurance company 
authorized to do business in this state in an amount of 
not less than twenty thousand dollars because of bodily 
injury or death to two or more persons in any one acci­
dent, and not less than ten thousand dollars because of 
bodily injury or death to one person in one accident 
and not less than five thousand dollars because of 
property damage to others in one accident. Such insur­
ance coverage shall be maintained in full force and ef­
fect and the director shall be notified at least ten days 
prior to cancellation or expiration of any such policy of 
insurance; 

(3) The student to be instructed possesses a current 
and valid temporary instruction permit issued pursuant 
to RCW 46.20.09 1 or a motor vehicle driver's license. 
[ 1 967 c 32 § 109;  1 96 1  c 12  § 46.82.090. Prior: 1 957 c 87 
§ 9.] 

46.82.100 Advertising and solicitation of business. 
Advertising and solicitation of business by a drivers' 
school must conform to the following: 

( I )  No drivers' school shall advertise or otherwise in­
dicate that the issuance of a motor vehicle operator's li­
cense is guaranteed or assured as a result of the course 
of instruction offered; 

(2) No drivers' school shall solicit business or cause 
business to be solicited within one thousand feet of any 
building owned or leased by the state: county, ?r city in 
which licenses to operate motor vehicles are Issued to 
the public : Provided, That identification lettering or 
other normal identification on an instruction vehicle 
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shall not be deemed in violation of this section. [ 1961 c 
1 2  § 46.82. 100. Prior: 1957 c 87 § 1 0.] 

46.82.1 10 Lettering on instruction car required. Ev­
ery motor vehicle used by a licens

_
ed drivers' school for 

instruction purposes must have dtsplayed on the back 
of the vehicle a sign not less than twenty inches in hor­
izontal width or less than ten inches in vertical height 
mounted above the upper extremities of the rear bump­
er in a vertical position and having the words "Student 
Driver" and/or "Instruction Car", in legible printed 
English letters of at least two and one-half in�he� i� 
height near the top and the name of the s

_
choo� m s�rru­

larly legible characters not less than one mch m height 
placed somewhere below the aforementioned words, 
and the street number and name and telephone num­
ber, in similarly legible characters at least one inch in 
height, placed next below such name of school. Such 
lettering and background colors shall be of such con­
trasting shades as to be clearly readable at one 

_
hundred 

feet in clear daylight. [ 1 96 1 c 12  § 46.82. 1 10. Pnor: 1957 
c 87 § 1 1 .] 

46.82.120 Instructor's certificate-Qualifications 
for issuance. No person, including the owner, operator, 
partner, officer, or stockholder of a drivers' school shall 
give instruction for hire in the operation of a motor ve­
hicle unless such person is the holder of an instructor's 
certificate issued by the director. No instructor's certifi­
cates shall be issued to any person unless such person: 

( I )  Is the possessor of a valid motor vehicle driver's 
license; 

(2) H as had at least five years' licensed driving 
experience; 

(3) Has completed an acceptable application and has 
taken the examination for an instructor's certificate as 
prescribed in RCW 46.82. 140, and passed such exami­
nation with a qualifying grade. [ 1 967 c 32 § 1 10; 1 961  c 
1 2  § 46.82. 1 20. Prior: 1 957 c 87 § 1 2.] 

46.82.130 Instructor's certificate--Application­
Contents-Proof of study--Temporary employment. 
No person shall be granted an instructor's certificate 
unless they have made application to the director at 
least ten days prior to the examination date set by the 
examining committee. To qualify for an instructor's 
certificate applicant must also show proof of at least 
forty hours of study in the field of driving instruction, 
and including at least twenty hours of personal, indi­
vidual, oral instruction; have taken such other training 
course offered to the public for instructing driver's in­
structors as may be acceptable to the director. Upon 
completion of such application and the presentation of 
such satisfactory proofs, the director may, if requested, 
allow employment of applicant not to exceed thirty 
days prior to examination date, and may so notify such 
applicant making such a request: Provided, That such 
person's teaching activity shall be under the control and 
supervision of a holder of an instructor's certificate. 
[ 196 1 c 1 2  § 46.82. 1 30. Prior: 1 957 c 87 § 1 3.] 
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46.82.140 Instructor's certificate--Examining com­
mittee Director to arrange examination. Examina­
tions for a driving instructor's certificate shall be 
prepared and conducted by a driving instructor's exam­
ination committee to be composed of a representative 
from the Washington state department of education, a 
representative of the department of motor vehicles and 
a representative of the commercial driving schools. 
Members shall be appointed by the governor for a one 
year term and shaH receive compensation not to exceed 
twenty-five dollars for each day spent on official busi­
ness and necessary expenses: Provided, That any mem­
ber who is receiving a salary from the state of 
Washington shall not receive compensation for such 
services but shall receive any travel and other expenses 
incurred in such service. The director shall arrange for 
the examination of each applicant for an instructor's 
certificate and furnish the necessary clerical help to the 
examining committee. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 70 § 48 ; 1 96 1  c 12 
§ 46.82. 140. Prior: 1 957 c 87 § 14.] 

46.82.150 Disposition of moneys collected--Com­
mercial automobile driver training school account estab­
lished. All moneys collected from drivers' school 
licenses and instructors' certificates is to be paid to the 
state treasurer who shall deposit it in an account which 
is established hereby and which shall be known as the 
commercial automobile driver training school account 
of the general fund. It is further provided that moneys 
deposited in the said account shall in no event revert to 
the general fund, but that they shall be retained therein 
until expended in accord with proper appropriation 
therefrom or expenses incurred in the administration of 
this chapter. [ 1 96 1  c 12 § 46.82. 1 50. Prior: 1 957 c 87 § 
1 5 .] 

46.82.160 First examinations after effective date of 
chapter. The committee shall prepare and hold the first 
written and driving examinations within thirty days af­
ter June 13 ,  1 957. [ 1 96 1  c 12  § 46.82. 160. Prior: 1 957 c 
87 § 16.] 

46.82.170 Instructor's certificate--Fees--Dura­
tion. Every original application for a driving instructor's 
certificate must be accompanied by a fee of twenty-five 
dollars which shall not be refunded. Such certificate is 
valid for a period of one year from date of issuance ex­
cept as herein elsewhere specified, and the annual fee 
for renewal shall be five dollars. 

No fee shall be required for an additional certificate 
or certificates if an instructor possessing a current cer­
tificate desires to be employed by an additional school 
or schools. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.82. 170. Prior: 1 957 c 87 § 
1 7.] 

46.82.180 Instructor's certificate--Time and place 
of examinations--Notice. Examinations for an in­
structor's certificate shall be given by the committee 
once a month, at such place as the director may direct. 
Applications for instructor's certificates shall be receiv­
able by the director at any time and all persons apply­
ing shall be notified of the time and place of the next 

examining session. [ 1 96 1 c 2 14  § 3 ;  196 1  c 12 § 46.82-
. 1 80. Prior : 1 957 c 87 § 1 8.] 

46.82.190 Instructor's certificate-Qualifications to 
take examination. To be qualified to take the examina­
tion for an instructor's certificate, the applicant must: 

( 1) Be a licensed motor vehicle driver for five years 
prior to the date of application. The examining com­
mittee shall have the right to examine the driving re­
cords of the applicant and from these records shall 
determine if the applicant is properly qualified, not 
having had any convictions involving drunkenness, 
recklessness, or negligence, or have been convicted of 
any crime involving moral turpitude; 

(2) Be a high school graduate or the equivalent, and 
over twenty-five years of age. [ 1 967 c 32 § I l l ; 1 96 1  c 
12 § 46.82. 1 90. Prior: 1 957 c 87 § 1 9.] 

46.82.200 Renewal of instructor's license--Condi­
tions--Refusal. A licensed instructor may be granted 
a renewal of license after one year's time from date of 
issue of the original license, providing proof is present­
ed to the director showing the satisfactory completion 
of an approved course in driving training instruction of 
at least forty hours of instruction including five hours 
instruction in a training vehicle. In lieu of such proof, 
applicant must present sworn documented evidence, 
acceptable to the director, showing reasonable diligence 
by the applicant in applying for and arranging to attend 
such a course, together with similarly documented 
proofs showing why such a course was not started or 
completed. Upon receipt of such evidence, the license 
may be renewed for an additional year. Any further re­
newal beyond a second year may be refused by the di­
rector at his discretion. [ 1 96 1  c 12  § 46.82.200. Prior: 
1 957 c 87 § 20.] 

46.82.210 When school must terminate instructor's 
services. A drivers' school must terminate the services of 
any instructor upon: 

( 1 )  Suspension or revocation of the motor vehicle 
driver's license of such instructor for any reason; or 

(2) Conviction of such instructor of a crime involving 
moral turpitude, violence, dishonesty, deceit, indecency, 
or degeneracy. [ 1 967 c 32 § 1 12 ;  1 96 1  c 12  § 46.82.2 1 0. 
Prior: 1957 c 87 § 2 1 .] 

46.82.220 Instruction on state patrol testing course 
prohibited--Suspension of licenses. The director shaH 
suspend the license of any drivers' school or the certifi­
cate of any instructor upon notice and proof that the 
school or instructor are conducting the course of in­
struction for students primarily to handle an automo­
bile on the course that any state patrol office uses for 
testing applicants for motor vehicle licenses. [ 196 1 c 12 
§ 46.82.220. Prior : 1 957 c 87 § 22.] 

46.82.230 Revocation, suspension of instructor's cer­
tificate--Hearing. A holder of or applicant for an in­
structor's license shall be entitled to a hearing upon any 
decision of the director or the committee in refusing to 
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issue or renew, or in revoking or suspending a certifi­
cate, in the manner as provided for in RCW 46.82.070. 
1[ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.82.230. Prior: 1957 c 87 § 23.] 

46.82.240 Appeal from action or decision of examin­
ing committee or director. Any action or decision of the 
examining committee or the director may, after a hear­
ing is held as provided for by this chapter, be appealed 
by the party aggrieved to the superior court of the 
county in which the place of business is located or 
where the person aggrieved lives. '[ 1 96 1  c 12 § 46.82.240. 
Prior: 1 957 c 87 § 24.] 

46.82.250 Penalty. A violation of any of the provi­
sions of this chapter shall be a misdemeanor. [ 1 96 1  c 12  
§ 46.82.250. Prior: 1 957 c 87 § 25.] 

46.82.260 Chapter not to apply to educational insti­
tutions. This chapter shall not apply to or affect in any 
manner courses of instruction offered in any high 
schools, colleges or universities which are now or here­
after established, nor shall it be applicable to instructors 
in any such schools, colleges or universities: Provided, 
That such course or courses are conducted by such 
school in a like manner to their other regular courses. If 
such course is conducted by any commercial school as 
hereinafter identified on a contractual basis, such 
school and instructors must qualify under this chapter. 
[ 1 96 1  c 12 § 46.82.260. Prior: 1957 c 87 § 26.] 

46.82.270 Basic minimum curricula required-Ef­
fect of failure to teach such curricula. The committee 
shall compile and furnish to each qualifying applicant 
for an instructor's license, a curriculum consisting of a 
list of items of knowledge and processes of manual 
handling of a motor vehicle in such sufficient detail as 
to leave no doubt as to the minimum requirements ad­
judged necessary in teaching a proper and adequate 
course of driver education. Should the director be pre­
sented with acceptable proofs that any licensed instruc­
tor or school is not showing proper diligence in 
teaching such basic minimum curricula, he shall require 
the instructor or school to appear before the examining 
committee and show cause for such negligence. If the 
committee does not accept such reasons as may be of­
fered, the director shall revoke the license of the in­
structor or school. [ 1 96 I c I 2  § 46.82.270. Prior: I 957 c 
87 § 27.] 
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46.83.010 City or town and county traffic schools au­
thorized--Procedure to establish. Any city or town 
and the county in which it is located are authorized, as 
may be agreed between the respective governing bodies 
of the city or town and county, to establish a traffic 
school for the purposes and under the conditions set 
forth in this chapter. Such city or town and county 
traffic school may be effected whenever the governing 
body of the city or town shall pass an ordinance and 
the board of commissioners of the county shall pass a 
resolution declaring intention to organize and operate a 
traffic school in accordance with agreements had be­
tween them as to the financing, organization, and oper­
ation thereof. [ I 96 I  c 12  § 46.83.0 1 0. Prior: 1 959 c I82 § 
1 .] 

46.83.020 County commissioners to control and su­
pervise--Assistance of sheriff and police department. 
A traffic school established under this chapter shall be 
under the control and supervision of the board of 
county commissioners, through such agents, assistants, 
or instructors as the board may designate, and shall be 
conducted with the assistance of the county sheriff and 
the police department of the city or town. [ I 96 1  c 12 § 
46.83.020. Prior: I 959 c I 82 § 2.] 

46.83.030 Deposit, control of funds--Support. All 
funds appropriated by the city or town and county to 
the operation of the traffic school shall be deposited 
with the county treasurer and shall be administered by 
the board of county commissioners. The governing 
bodies of every city or town and county participating in 
the operation of traffic schools are authorized to make 
such appropriations by ordinance or resolution, as the 
case may be, as they shall determine for the establish­
ment and operation of traffic schools, and they are fur­
ther authorized to accept and expend gifts, donations, 
and any other money from any source, private or pub­
lic, given for the purpose of said schools. [ 1 96 1  c 12 § 
46.83.030. Prior: I 959 c I 82 § 3.] 

46.83.040 Purpose of school. It shall be the purpose 
of every traffic school which may be established here­
under to instruct, educate, and inform all persons ap­
pearing for training in the proper, lawful, and safe 
operation of motor vehicles, including but not limited 
to rules of the road and the limitations of persons, ve­
hicles, and roads, streets and highways under varying 
conditions and circumstances. [ I  96 1 c I 2 § 46.83.040. 
Prior: 1 959 c 1 82 § 4.] 

46.83.050 Court may order attendance. Every police 
court, justice court, juvenile court, superior court, and 
every other court handling traffic cases within the limits 
of a county wherein a traffic school has been estab­
lished may, as a part of any sentence imposed following 
a conviction for any traffic law violation, or as a condi­
tion on the suspension of sentence or deferral of any 
imposition of sentence, order any person so convicted, 
whether that person be a j uvenile, a minor, or an adult, 
to attend the traffic school for a number of days to be 
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determined by the court, but not to exceed the maxi� 
mum number of days which the violator could be re� 
quired to serve in the city or county jail as a result of 
his or her conviction. [ 196 1 c 12 § 46.83.050. Prior : 1 959 
c 182 § 5 .] 

46.83.060 Duty of person required to attend--Pen� 
a)ty. Every person required to attend a traffic school as 
established under the provisions of this chapter shall 
maintain attendance in accordance with the sentence or 
order. Failure so to do, unless for good cause shown by 
clear and convincing evidence, shall be a misdemeanor 
and punishable as by law provided in addition to the 
imposition of any punishment suspended or deferred 
upon the original conviction. [ 196 1 c 1 2  § 46.83.060. 
Prior: 1 959 c 1 82 § 6.] 
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Single cab cards for interstate commercial vehicles, evidence of com­
pliance with proportional registration: RCW 46.86.040. 

46.85.010 Declaration of policy. It is the policy of 
this state to promote and encourage the fullest possible 
use of its highway system by authorizing the making 
and execution of motor vehicle reciprocal or propor� 
tional registration agreements, arrangements and decla­
rations with other states, provinces, territories and 
countries with respect to vehicles registered in this and 
such other states, provinces, territories and countries 
thus contributing to the economic and social develop­
ment and growth of this state. [ 1 963 c 106 § I .] 

46.85.020 Definitions. As used in this chapter: ( 1 )  
"Commercial vehicle" means any vehicle which i s  oper­
ated in more than one state and used for the transpor­
tation of persons for hire, compensation or profit, or 
designed or used primarily for the transportation of 
property. 

(2) "Jurisdiction" means and includes a state, territo­
ry or possession of the United States, the District of 
Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, a foreign 
country and a state or province of a foreign country. 

(3) "Owner" means a person who holds the legal title 
to a vehicle, or in the event a vehicle is the subject of an 
agreement for the conditional sale thereof with the right 
of purchase upon performance of the conditions stated 
in the agreement and with an immediate right of pos­
session vested in the conditional vendee, or in the event 
a vehicle is subject to a lease, contract or other legal 
arrangement vesting right of possession or control, for 
security or otherwise, or in the event a mortgagor of a 
vehicle is entitled to possession, then the owner shall be 
deemed to be such person in whom is vested right of 
possession or control. 

(4) "Properly registered", as applied to place of regis­
tration, means: 

(a) The jurisdiction where the person registering the 
vehicle has his legal residence, or 

(b) In the case of a commercial vehicle, the jurisdic­
tion in which it is registered if the commercial enter­
prise in which such vehicle is used has a place of 
business therein, and, if the vehicle is most frequently 
dispatched, garaged, serviced, maintained, operated or 
otherwise controlled in or from such place of business, 
and, the vehicle has been assigned to such place of 
business, or 

(c) In the case of a commercial vehicle, the jurisdic­
tion where, because of an agreement or arrangement 
between two or more jurisdictions, or pursuant to a 
declaration, the vehicle has been registered as required 
by said jurisdiction. 

In case of doubt or dispute as to the proper place of 
registration of a vehicle, the department shall make the 
final determination, but in making such determination, 
may confer with departments of the other jurisdictions 
affected. 

(5) "Fleet" means three or more commercial vehicles: 
Provided, That the reciprocity commission may require 
proportional registration and licensing of a fleet of less 
than three vehicles whenever in its judgment the inter­
ests of this state will be best served and protected 
thereby. 
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(6) The words "department," "motor vehicle," "per­
so�" and "vehicle" shall each have the meanings as­
cnbed to them, respectively, by RCW 46.04.680, 
46.04.320, 46.04.405 and 46.04.670. 

(7) "Preceding year" means a period of twelve con­
secutive months fixed by the department which period 
shall be within the sixteen months immediately preced­
ing the commencement of the registration or license 
year for which proportional registration is sought; and 
the department in fixing such period shall make it con­
form to the terms, conditions and requirements of any 
applicable agreement or arrangement for the propor­
tional registration of vehicles. [ 1 963 c 1 06 § 2.) 

46.85.030 Reciprocity commission created. The reci­
procity commission, hereby created, shall consist of the 
director of motor vehicles, the chief of the Washington 
state patrol, a designee of the state highway commission 
and, ex officio, the chairman and vice chairman of the 
legislative transportation committee, or their duly des­
ignated representatives. Members of the western inter­
state highway policy committee from the state of 
Washington shall be advisory members of the reciproc­
ity commission, and may attend meetings and confer­
ences of the commission in such capacity, but shall not 
vote as members thereof. The department shall provide 
such assistance and facilities to the commission as it 
may require. The members of the commission shall re­
ceive no additional compensation for their services ex­
cept that they shall be allowed their actual and 
necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their 
official duties to be paid from funds made available for 
the use of the commission. The commission shall have 
the authority to execute agreements, arrangements or 
declarations to carry out the provisions of this chapter. 
[ 1 967 c 32 § 1 1 3 ;  1 963 c 1 06 § 3.] 

46.85.040 Authority for reciprocity agreements; pro­
visions; reciprocity standards. The reciprocity commis­
sion may enter into an agreement or arrangement with 
the duly authorized representatives of another jurisdic­
tion, granting to vehicles or to owners of vehicles which 
are properly registered or licensed in such jurisdiction 
and for which evidence of compliance is supplied, ben­
efits, privileges and exemptions from the payment, 
wholly or partially, of any taxes, fees, or other charges 
imposed upon such vehicles or owners with respect to 
the operation or ownership of such vehicles under the 
laws of this state, except gallonage taxes on motor fuels. 
Such an agreement or arrangement shall provide that 
vehicles properly registered or licensed in this state 
when operated upon highways of such other jurisdiction 
shall receive exemptions, benefits and privileges of a 
similar kind or to a similar degree as are extended to 
vehicles properly registered or licensed in such jurisdic­
tion when operated in this state. Each such agreement 
or arrangement shall, in the judgment of the reciprocity 
commission, be in the best interest of this state and the 
citizens thereof and shall be fair and equitable to this 
state and the citizens thereof, and all of the same shall 
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be determined on the basis and recognition of the ben­
efits which accrue to the economy of this state from the 
uninterrupted flow of commerce. [ 1 963 c 106 § 4.) 

46.85.050 Base state registration reciprocity. An 
agreement or arrangement entered into, or a declaration 
issued under the authority of this chapter may contain 
provisions authorizing the registration or licensing in 
another jurisdiction of vehicles located in or operated 
from a base in such other jurisdiction which vehicles 
otherwise would be required to be registered or licensed 
in this state; and in such event the exemptions, benefits 
and privileges extended by such agreement, arrange­
ment or declaration shall apply to such vehicles, when 
properly licensed or registered in such base jurisdiction. 
[ 1 963 c 1 06 § 5.] 

46.85.060 Declarations of extent of reciprocity, when. 
In the absence of an agreement or arrangement with 
another jurisdiction, the reciprocity commission may 
examine the laws and requirements of such jurisdiction 
and declare the extent and nature of exemptions, bene­
fits and privileges to be extended to vehicles properly 
registered or licensed in such other jurisdiction, or to 
the owners of such vehicles, which shall, in the judg­
ment of the reciprocity commission, be in the best in­
terest of thi. state and the citizens thereof and which 
shall be fair and equitable to this state and the citizens 
thereof, and all of the same shall be determined on the 
basis and recognition of the benefits which accrue to 
the economy of this state from the uninterrupted flow 
of commerce. [ 1 963 c 1 06 § 6.] 

46.85.070 Extension of reciprocal privileges to lessees 
authorized. An agreement, or arrangement entered into, 
or a declaration issued under the authority of this 
chapter, may contain provisions under which a leased 
vehicle properly registered by the lessor thereof may be 
entitled, subject to terms and conditions stated therein, 
to the exemptions, benefits and privileges extended by 
such agreement, arrangement or declaration. [ 1 963 c 
1 06 § 7.] 

46.85.080 Automatic reciprocity, when. On and after 
July 1 ,  1 963, if no agreement, arrangement or declara­
tion is in effect with respect to another jurisdiction as 
authorized by this chapter, any vehicle properly regis­
tered or licensed in such other jurisdiction and for 
which evidence of compliance is supplied shall receive, 
when operated in this state, the same exemptions, bene­
fits _and privileges granted by such other jurisdiction to 
vehicles properly registered in this state. Reciprocity 
ext�nded under this section shall apply to commercial 
vehicles only when engaged exclusively in interstate 
commerce. [ 1 963 c 1 06 § 8.] 

46.85.090 Suspension of reciprocity benefits. Agree­
ments, arrangements or declarations made under the 
a_u!hority of this chapter may include provisions autho­
nzmg the department to suspend or cancel the exemp­
tions, benefits or privileges granted thereunder to a 
person who violates any of the conditions or terms of 
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such agreements, arrangements or declarations or who 
violates the laws of this state relating to motor vehicles 
or rules and regulations lawfully promulgated thereun­
der. [ 1963 c 106 § 9.) 

46.85.100 Agreements to be written, filed and avail­
able for distribution. All agreements, arrangements or 
declarations or amendments thereto shall be in writing 
and shall be filed in the office of the reciprocity com­
mission. A copy of each agreement, arrangement or 
declaration, or amendment thereto, shall be filed by the 
reciprocity commission in the office of the director 
within ten days after execution or the effective date of 
the instrument whichever is later. Upon becoming ef­
fective, they shall supersede the provisions of RCW 46-
. 16.030 to the extent that they are inconsistent 
therewith. The department shall provide copies for 
public distribution upon request. [ 1 967 c 32 § 1 14; 1963 
c 106 § 10.) 

46.85.1 10 Reciprocity agreements in effect at time of 
act. All reciprocity and proportional registration agree­
ments, arrangements and declarations relating to vehi­
cles in forc·e and effect at the time this chapter becomes 
effective shall continue in force and effect at the time 
this chapter becomes effective and until specifically 
amended or revoked as provided by law or by such 
agreements or arrangements. [ 1 963 c 106 § 1 1 .] 

Effective date of chapter: RCW 46.85.930. 

46.85.120 Proportional registration of fleet vehicles, 
application, fee Formula and payment. ( I )  Any own­
er engaged in operating one or more fleets may, in lieu 
of registration of vehicles under the provisions of chap­
ter 46. 1 6  RCW and payment of excise taxes and fees 
imposed by chapter 82.44 RCW, register and license 
each fleet for operation in this state by filing an appli­
cation with the department which shall contain the fol­
lowing information and such other information 
pertinent to vehicle registration as the department may 
require: 

(a) Total fleet miles. This shall be the total number of 
miles operated in all jurisdictions during the preceding 
year by the motor vehicles in such fleet during said 
year. 

(b) In-state miles. This shall be the total number of 
miles operated in this state during the preceding year by 
the motor vehicles in such fleet during said year. 

(c) A description and identification of each vehicle of 
such fleet which is to be operated in this state during 
the registration year for which proportional fleet regis­
tration is requested. 

(2) The application for each fleet shall, at the time 
and in the manner required by the department, be sup­
ported by fee payment computed as follows: 

(a) Divide the sum of the in-state miles by total fleet 
miles. 

(b) Determine the total amount necessary under the 
provisions referred to in subsection ( 1 )  of this section to 
register each and every vehicle in the fleet for which 
registration is requested, based on the regular annual 

fees or applicable fees for the unexpired portion of the 
registration year. 

(c) Multiply the sum obtained under subsection (2)(b) 
hereof by the fraction obtained under subsection (2)(a) 
hereof. 

(3) The applicant for proportional registration of any 
fleet, the nonmotor vehicles of which are operated in 
jurisdictions in addition to those in which the appli­
cant's fleet motor vehicles are operated, may state such 
nonmotor vehicles separately in his application and 
compute and pay the fees therefor in accordance with 
such separate statement, as to which "total miles" shall 
be the total miles operated in all jurisdictions during the 
preceding year . 

(4) In no event shall the total fee payment be less 
than a minimum of five dollars per motor truck, truck 
tractor or auto stage, and three dollars per vehicle of 
any other type. [ 1973 c 1 1 5 § I ;  197 1  c 5 1  § I ;  1 963 c 
106 § 12.] 

46.85.130 Registration and identification of propor­
tionally registered vehicles, effect of such registration. ( I )  
The department shall register the vehicles so  described 
and identified and may issue a license plate or plates, or 
a distinctive sticker, or other suitable identification de­
vice, for each vehicle described in the application upon 
payment of the appropriate fees for such application 
and for the stickers or devices issued. A fee of two dot­
Jars shall be paid for each license plate, sticker or device 
issued for each proportionally registered vehicle .. A reg­
istration card shall be issued for each proportionally 
registered vehicle. Such registration card shall, in addi­
tion to the information required by RCW 46. 1 2.050, 
bear upon its face the number of the license, sticker or 
other device issued for such proportionally registered 
vehicle and shall be carried in such vehicles at all times 
or, in the case of a combination, in the vehicle supply­
ing the motive power. 

(2) Fleet vehicles so registered and identified shall be 
deemed to be fully licensed and registered in this state 
for any type of movement or operation, except that, in 
those instances in which a grant of authority is required 
for interstate or intrastate movement or operation, no 
such vehicle shall be operated in interstate or intrastate 
commerce in this state unless the owner thereof has 
been granted interstate operating authority by the in­
terstate commerce commission in the case of interstate 
operations or intrastate operating authority by the 
Washington utility and transportation commission in 
the case of intrastate operations and unless said vehicle 
is being operated in conformity with such authority. 

(3) The department may issue temporary proration 
authorization permits to qualifying operators for the 
operation of vehicles pending issuance of license identi­
fication. A fee of one dollar shall be collected for each 
permit issued. The department shall have the authority 
to adopt rules and regulations for issuance of the per­
mits. [ 1963 c 106 § 13 .] 
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46.85.135 Application fee Additional. Each ap-
plication or supplemental application for reciprocal or 
proportional registration of vehicles shall be accompa­
nied by an application fee, in addition to all other fees, 
of five dollars for nine or less vehicles, ten dollars for 
ten through twenty-four vehicles, and fifteen dollars for 
twenty-five or more vehicles. [ 1 97 1  c 5 1  § 5 . ]  

46.85. 140 Proportional registration cannot be in a 
single jurisdiction. The right to the privilege and benefits 
of proportional registration of fleet vehicles extended by 
this chapter, or by any contract, agreement, arrange­
ment or declaration made under the authority of this 
chapter, shall be subject to the condition that each fleet 
vehicle proportionally registered under the authority of 
this chapter also shall be proportionally or otherwise 
properly registered in at least one other jurisdiction 
during the period for which it is proportionally regis­
tered in this state. [ 1 963 c 1 06 § 14.] 

46.85.145 Failure to proportionally register vehicles 
in another jurisdiction results in additional in-state miles. 
If it is determined that any Washington based carrier 
has not proportionally regist,ered a vehicle or vehicles in 
another jurisdiction or jurisdictions which are members 
of the Uniform Compact Agreement after indicating his 
intent to do so in his application to the state, and has 
failed to pay other fees in lieu thereof, the mileage trav­
eled in such jurisdiction or jurisdictions shall be added 
to Washington in-state miles for computation of the 
Washington travel percentage. [ 1 97 1  c 5 1  § 6.] 

46.85.147 Increasing gross weight as subject to mini­
mum fee. Any prorated carrier increasing the gross 
weight of a vehicle or vehicles shall be subject to a five 
dollar minimum fee per vehicle. [ 1 97 1 c 5 1  § 7.] 

46.85.150 Registration of additional fleet vehicles. 
Vehicles acquired by the owner after the commence­
ment of the registration year and subsequently added to 
a proportionally registered fleet shall be proportionally 
registered by applying the mileage percentage used in 
the original application for such fleet for such registra­
tion period to the regular registration fees due with re­
spect to such vehicles for the remainder of the 
registration year. [ 1 963 c 1 06 § 1 5.] 

46.85.160 Withdrawal of fleet vehicles, credits and 
accounting. I f  any vehicle is withdrawn from a propor­
tionally registered fleet during the period for which it is 
registered under the provisions of this chapter, the 
owner of such fleet shall so notify the department on 
appropriate forms to be prescribed by the department. 
The department may require the owner to surrender 
proportional registration cards and such other identifi­
cation devices which have been issued with respect to 
such vehicle. If a vehicle is permanently withdrawn 
from a proportionally registered fleet because it has 
been destroyed, sold or otherwise completely removed 
from the service of the registrant, the unused portion of 
the gross weight fee paid with respect to such vehicle, 
which shall be a sum equal to the amount of gross 
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weight fee paid with respect to such vehicle when it was 
first proportionally registered in such registration year, 
reduced by one-twelfth for each calendar month and 
fraction thereof elapsing between the first day of the 
month of the current year in which the vehicle was reg­
istered and the date the notice of withdrawal is received 
by the department, shall be credited to the proportional 
registration account of such owner. Such credit shall be 
applied against the gross weight fee liability for subse­
quent additions to be prorated during such registration 
year or for additional gross weight fees due upon audit 
under RCW 46.85 . 1 90. If any such credit is less than 
fifteen dollars, no credit shall be made or entered. In no 
event shall such amount be credited against fees other 
than those for such registration year nor shall any such 
amount be subject to refund. [ 1 97 1  c 5 1  § 2 ;  1 963 c 106 
§ 16.] 

46.85.170 New fleet; estimated mileage--Amended 
application, when--Use of actual travel basis. The ini­
tial application for proportional registration of a fleet 
shall state the mileage data with respect to such fleet for 
the preceding year in this and other jurisdictions. If no 
operations were conducted with such fleet during the 
preceding year, the application shall contain a full 
statement of the proposed method of operation and es­
timates of annual mileage in this state and other juris­
dictions. The department shall determine the in-state 
and total fleet miles to be used in computing the fee 
payment for the fleet. The department may evaluate 
and adjust the estimate in the application if it is not 
satisfied as to the correctness thereof. 

When operations are materially changed through 
merger, acquisition or extended authority, the depart­
ment shall require the filing of an amended application 
setting forth the proposed operation by use of estimated 
mileages for all jurisdictions. The department may ad­
just such estimated mileages by audit or otherwise to an 
actual travel basis to insure proper fee payment to this 
state. The actual calendar year travel basis may be uti­
lized for determination of fee payments until such time 
as the normal mileage year is available under the new 
operation. [ 1 97 1  c 5 1  § 3 ;  1 963 c 1 06 § 1 7.] 

46.85.180 Fleet registration may be denied, when. 
The department may refuse to accept proportional reg­
istration applications for the registration of vehicles 
based in another jurisdiction if the department shall 
find that such other jurisdiction does not grant similar 
registration privileges to fleet vehicles based in or 
owned by residents of this state. [ 1 963 c 1 06  § 1 8.] 

46.85.190 Preservation of proportional registration 
records-Individual vehicle operating records--Au­
dit, costs, liens, joint agreements with other jurisdictions. 
Any owner whose application for proportional registra­
tion has been accepted shall preserve the records on 
which the application is based for a period of four years 
following the year or period upon which said applica­
tion is based. Upon request of the department, the 
owner shall make such records available to the depart­
ment, at its designated office for audit as to accuracy of 



Recip. or Proportional Reg. of Vehicles 46.85.260 

computations and payments and assessment of defi­
ciencies or allowances for credit. If the department de­
termines that the applicant should have registered more 
vehicles in this state under the provisions of this chapter 
the department may deny him the right of any further 
benefits by reason of any reciprocal agreement or dec­
laration until the fees, interest and penalties for such 
additional vehicle or vehicles which should have been 
registered, have been paid. The fees, interest and penal­
ties determined to be due and owing under the provi­
sions of this paragraph shall be a lien upon all the 
property of the applicant, and such lien shall attach at 
the time the audit report has been mailed to such ap­
plicant by the department, and shall have the effect of 
an execution duly levied on such property and shall so 
remain until said additional fees, interest and penalties 
so determined, are paid, or a sufficient amount of such 
property sold for the payment thereof. The department 
may make arrangements with agencies of other juris­
dictions administering motor vehicle registration laws 
for joint audits of any such owner. No assessment for 
deficiency or claim for credit may be made for any pe­
riod for which records are no longer required. Any 
sums found to be due and owing upon audit shall bear 
interest of six percent from the date when they should 
have been paid until the date of actual payment. If the 
audit discloses a deliberate and wilful intent to evade 
the requirements of payment under RCW 46.85. 1 10 and 
46.85 . 1 20, a penalty of ten percent shall also be 
assessed. 

If the audit discloses that an overpayment to the state 
in excess of twenty-five dollars has been made, the de­
partment shall certify such overpayment to the state 
treasurer who shall issue a warrant for such overpay­
ment to the vehicle operator. 

All carriers registered under the provisions of this 
chapter shall maintain detailed mileage records on an 
individual vehicle basis. Such operating records shall be 
prepared for each trip and shall include dates, origin 
and destination points, total miles traveled, miles trav­
eled in each state, vehicle equipment number, driver's 
full name and all other information pertinent to the 
particular trip. [ 1 97 1  c 5 1  § 4; 1 969 ex.s. c 28 1 § 33 ;  
1963 c 1 06 § 1 9.] 

46.85.200 Relation to other state laws. The provi­
sions of this chapter shall constitute complete authority 
for the registration of fleet vehicles upon a proportional 
registration basis without reference to or application of 
any other statutes of this state except as in this chapter 
expressly provided. [ 1 963 c 1 06 § 20.] 

46.85.21 0  Proportional registration not exclusive. 
Nothing contained in this chapter relating to propor­
tional registration of fleet vehicles shall be construed as 
requiring any vehicle to be proportionally registered if it 
is otherwise registered in this state for the operation in 
which it is engaged, including, but not by way of limi­
tation, regular registration, temporary registration, or 
trip permit or registration. [ 1 963 c 1 06 § 2 1 .] 

46.85.220 Rules. The department may enter into 
agreements with other states on behalf of the state of 
Washington for the purpose of facilitating the adminis­
tration of this chapter. In addition it may conclude ar­
rangements or agreements with other states for the 
exchange of information for audit and enforcement ac­
tivities in connection with such proportional registra­
tion. The department may adopt and promulgate such 
rules and regulations as it shall deem necessary to ef­
fectuate and administer the provisions of RCW 46.85-
. 1 1 0  and 46.85. 120 and the registration of fl·eet vehicles 
under said sections shall be subject to the rights, terms 
and conditions granted or contained in any applicable 
agreement made by the department under the authority 
of this section. [ 1 963 c 106 § 22.] 

46.85.230 Floater license plate-Authorized-­
Prerequisites. Any owner eligible for proportional regis­
tration and licensing pursuant to this chapter but who is 
unable in the opinion of the reciprocity commission to 
comply with the reporting and application requirements 
thereof, may subject to prior approval of the commis­
sion and in lieu of registration of such vehicles under 
the provisions of chapter 46. 1 6  RCW, and payment of 
excise taxes and fees imposed by chapter 82.44 RCW 
and RCW 8 1 .80.320, apply to the director for issuance 
of a special "floater" license plate. [ 1 967 c 32 § 1 1 5 ;  
1 963 c 1 06 § 23.] 

46.85.240 Application--Fee. Application for each 
"floater" license plate shall be made upon forms pre­
scribed by the director and shall be accompanied by a 
fee equivalent to double the total annual fees and taxes 
which would be due under the provisions of chapters 
46. 16  and 82.44 RCW and RCW 8 1 .80.320 for licensing 
a semitrailer to the maximum gross weight of thirty-one 
thousand nine hundred ninety-nine pounds together 
with such additional fees, including filing and special 
fees, as are applicable upon annual registration and li­
censing of a semitrailer. [ 1 963 c 1 06  § 24.] 

46.85.250 Valid only for intracity operation--Pen­
alty for violation. Each "floater" license plate may be 
used interchangeably upon any semitrailer, not exceed­
ing the maximum gross weight, for which such license is 
issued, owned by or in the possession of the licensee. 
Such "floater" plates shall be valid only for intracity 
operations. 

Every violation of this section shall be punishable as 
a misdemeanor and every peace officer witnessing any 
use of any "floater" license plate outside of incorporat­
ed cities or towns shall confiscate such plate and forth­
with return it to the director. [ 1 963 c 1 06 § 25.] 

46.85.260 Design, size, etc.--Furnished as other 
plates. Each "floater" license plate shall be of distinctive 
design and shall be of such size and contain such sym­
bols as are prescribed by the director. All such plates 
shall be obtained from the metal working plant of the 
state penitentiary at Walla Walla, if available there­
from, and shall upon application therefor and payment 
of all fees, be furnished in the manner provided for the 
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annual licensing of vehicles of like class. [ 1 963 c 106 § 
26.] 

46.85.270 Special reciprocity identification plate---­
Display. The reciprocity commission may require the 
display of a special reciprocity identification plate upon 
any commercial vehicle operating within this state un­
der the provisions of any reciprocal agreement between 
this state and the state or other jurisdiction in which 
such vehicle is properly licensed: Provided, That such 
reciprocal agreement is on file with the reciprocity 
commission: Provided further, That the issuance and 
display of such identification plate shall not be deemed 
to enlarge upon, restrict, or in any manner affect the 
terms or conditions of such reciprocal agreement. [ 1 963 
c 1 06 § 27.) 

46.85.280 Duration. Each identification plate shall 
be valid until the expiration date of the current and 
valid vehicle license issued by the state or other juris­
diction wherein such vehicle is licensed: Provided, That 
such identification plate shall become invalid upon the 
termination of any reciprocal agreement between this 
state and the state or jurisdiction wherein such vehicle 
is licensed. [ 1 963 c 1 06 § 28.] 

46.85.290 Application--Issuance----Fee, deposit. 
All special reciprocity identification plates shall be ob­
tained by the director in the manner prescribed in 
RCW 46. 1 6.230 and shall be issued by the director or 
his authorized agent upon application in the form pre­
scribed in RCW 46. 1 6.040. One reciprocity identifica­
tion plate shall be issued for each vehicle. The fee 
therefor shall be two dollars plus a filing fee of fifty 
cents. All funds collected under this section shall be 
transmitted to the state treasurer and deposited in the 
motor vehicle fund. [ 1 967 c 32 § 1 16 ;  1 963 c 1 06 § 29.] 

46.85.900 Chapter part of and supplemental to motor 
vehicle registration law. This chapter shall be, and con­
strued as, a part of and supplemental to the motor ve­
hicle registration law of this state. [ 1 963 c 1 06 § 30.] 

46.85.910 Constitutionality. If any phrase, clause, 
subsection or section of this chapter shall be declared 
unconstitutional or invalid by any court of competent 
jurisdiction, it shall be conclusively presumed that the 
legislature would have enacted this chapter without the 
phrase, clause, subsection or section so held unconstitu­
tional or invalid and the remainder of the chapter shall 
not be affected as a result of said part being held un­
constitutional or invalid. [ 1963 c 1 06 § 3 1 .] 

46.85.920 Repeal and saving. The following acts or 
parts of acts and RCW sections are hereby repealed: 

( 1 )  Sections 46.84.01 0, 46.84.030, 46.84.040, 46.84.050, 
46.84.060, 46.84.070, 46.84.080, 46.84.090 and 46.84. 1 00, 
chapter 12, Laws of 1 96 1  and RCW 46.84.0l0, 46.84-
.030, 46.84.040, 46.84.050, 46.84.060, 46.84.070, 46.84-
.080, 46.84.090 and 46.84. 100; 
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(2) Section 46.84.020, chapter 1 2, Laws of 1 96 1  as 
amended by section 37, chapter 2 1 ,  Laws of 1 96 1  ex­
traordinary session and RCW 46.84.020; 

(3) Sections I ,  2, 3, and 4, chapter 266, Laws of 1961 
and RCW 46.84. 1 10, 46.84. 120, 46.84. 1 30 and 46.84-
. 140; and 

(4) Sections 38, 39, and 40, chapter 2 1 ,  Laws of 1961 
extraordinary session and RCW 46.84. 1 50, 46.84. 160 
and 46.84. 1 70. 

Such repeals shall not be construed as affecting any 
existing right acquired under the statutes repealed, nor 
as affecting any proceeding instituted thereunder, nor 
any rule, regulation or order promulgated thereunder, 
nor any administrative action taken thereunder, nor the 
term of office or appointment or employment of any 
person appointed or employed thereunder. [ 1 963 c 106 
§ 32.] 

46.85.930 Effective date-----1963 c 106. This chapter 
shall take effect and be in force on and after July 1 ,  
1 963. [ 1 963 c 1 06 § 33.]  

46.85.940 Section captions not a part of the law. 
Section captions as used in this chapter shall not con­
stitute any part of the law. [ 1 963 c 1 06 § 34.] 

Chapter 46.86 
INTERSTATE COMMERCIAL VEHICLES-­

SINGLE CAB CARDS 

Sections 
46.86.010 
46.86.020 
46.86.030 

46.86.040 

46.86.050 

46.86.060 

46.86.070 

46.86.080 
46.86.090 
46.86. 100 

46.86. 1 10 

46.86. 120 

46.86. 1 30 
46.86. 140 

Application of chapter. 
Definitions. 
Joint preparation and adoption of rules and regulatipns 

by participating agencies--Conformance with Ad­
ministrative Procedure Act. 

Single cab card in lieu of commercial vehicle use fuel 
tax identification card, evidence of compliance with 
proportional registration, utilities and transportation 
commission identification card, .and special weight 
permit. 

Certificate of compliance-Issuance of single cab 
card--Cancellation, when. 

Compliance with other regulations pending issuance of 
single cab card. 

Temporary authorization permits--Fees--Rules and 
regulations. 

Distribution of fees. 
Expiration date of single cab cards. 
Alternative to compliance with requirements of chapter 

8 1 .80 RCW-signifying by displaying card. 
Administrator to promote standardization of vehicle 

qualification requirements with other states. 
Requirements of other laws not altered except where 

stated. 
Effective date of first single cab cards. 
Carriers to comply with requirements of state commis­

sion as to forms and procedures. 

46.86.010 Application of chapter. This chapter shall 
apply to all interstate commercial vehicle operators 
whose vehicles are proportionally registered under 
chapter 46.85 RCW, and who elect to come within the 
provisions of this chapter. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 94 § 2.] 

Reviser's note: "This act", 1967 ex.s. c 94, has been changed to 
"This chapter". 1967 ex.s. c 94 also amended RCW 46.44.095. 
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46.86.020 Definitions. As used in this chapter, unless 
the context requires otherwise, the terms: 

( I )  "Administrator" shall mean the employee of the 
department of motor vehicles designated to administer 
reciprocal or proportional registration agreements. 

(2) "Single cab card" shall mean the single document 
issued pursuant to the provisiot;ts of this . chapter to

. 
in­

dicate compliance with the vanous apphcable reqmre­
ments of the department of highways, the department 
of motor vehicles, the Washington state patrol and the 
Washington utilities and transportation commission af­
fecting interstate commercial vehicle operators. 

(3) "Person" shall include, where applicable, natural 
persons, corporations, trusts, unincorporated associa­
tions and partnerships. 

(4) "Participating agencies" shall mean the depart­
ment of highways, the department of motor vehicles, 
the Washington state patrol and the Washington utili­
ties and transportation commission. 

(5) "Qualified carrier" shall mean a carrier which has 
qualified and is presently issued one or more single cab 
cards for some of its vehicles. 

(6) "Director" shall mean the director of the depart­
ment of motor vehicles. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 94 § 3.] 

46.86.030 Joint preparation and adoption of rules and 
regulations by participating agencies--Conformance 
with Administrative Procedure Act. The department of 
highways, the department of motor vehicles, the 
Washington state patrol and the Washington utilities 
and transportation commission are directed to jointly 
prepare and adopt rules, regulations and procedures to 
effe9tuate the purposes of this chapter. The provisions 
of the Administrative Procedure Act, chapter 34.04 
RCW, shall apply to the rules and regulations so 
adopted. The said agencies are hereby authorized to 
jointly add to, amend or repeal such rules and regula­
tions as they may deem necessary. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 94 § 4.] 

46.86.040 Single cab card in lieu of commercial vehi­
cle use fuel tax identification card, evidence of compli­
ance with proportional registration, utilities and 
transportation commission identification card, and special 
weight permit. The single cab card issued pursuant to 
this chapter shall be in lieu of any commercial vehicle 
use fuel tax identification card issued pursuant to RCW 
82.40.050 and 82.40.270, separate evidence of compli­
ance with proportional registration issued pursuant to 
chapter 46.85 RCW, a utilities and transportation com­
mission identification card issued pursuant to chapter 
8 1 .80 RCW and a special weight permit issued pursuant 
to RCW 46.44.095. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 94 § 5.] 

Reviser's note: "RCW 82.40.050" substituted for "RCW 82.40.040" 
to correct manifest error in reference. Chapter 82.40 RCW has since 
been repealed in its entirety by 1971 ex.s. c 175 § 33. For provisions 
relating to special fuel tax, see chapter 82.38 RCW. 

' 

46.86.050 Certificate of compliance--Issuance of 
single cab card-Cancellation, when. Upon the com­
pliance of a carrier with the respective agency require­
ments consistent with the intentions of this chapter, a 

certificate of compliance shall be conveyed by the par­
ticipating agency to the administrator. Upon receipt of 
the certificates of compliance and upon receipt of all 
necessary fees, the administrator shall issue a single cab 
card. 

If a certificate of compliance is withdrawn by any 
one of the participating agencies, the administrator shall 
cancel the single cab card under the joint administrative 
rules of RCW 46.86.030. [ 1967 ex.s. c 94 § 6.] 

46.86.060 Compliance with other regulations pending 
issuance of single cab card. Until such time as a carrier 
or a vehicle thereof has received a single cab card, the 
carrier or vehicle thereof shall meet all applicable pro­
visions regulating such carriers and vehicles as though 
the provisions of this chapter were not in effect. .[ 1 967 
ex.s. c 94 § 7.] 

46.86J)70 Temporary authorization permits-­
Fees--Rules and regulations. The administrator is 
hereby authorized to issue a temporary authorization 
permit to qualified carriers for vehicles not previously 
issued a permanent single cab card. The department 
shall collect a fee of one dollar plus a fifty cent filing fee 
for each temporary single cab card issued. The depart­
ment shall have the authority to adopt appropriate rules 
and regulations for issuance of such temporary authori­
zation permits in accordance with the provisions of 
RCW 46.86.040. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 94 § 8.] 

46.86.080 Distribution of fees. The one dollar fee 
collected pursuant to RCW 46.86.070 shall be placed in 
the motor vehicle fund. The additional fifty cent filing 
fee shall be distributed pursuant to RCW 46.0 1 . 1 40. 
[ 1 967 ex.s. c 94 § 9.) 

46.86.090 Expiration date of single cab cards. All 
single cab cards shall expire on December 3 1 st of each 
year. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 94 § 1 0.] 

' 

46.86. 100 Alternative to compliance with require­
ments of chapter 81.80 RCW--Signifying by display­
ing card. As an alternative to complying with the 
identification card and identification plate requirements 
of chapter 8 1 .80 RCW, a qualified carrier may elect to 
signify compliance with the requirements of this chapter 
by displaying a single cab card on the vehicles involved. 
[ 1 967 ex.s. c 94 § 1 1 .] 

46.86.1 I 0 Administrator to promote standardization 
of vehicle qualification requirements with other states. 
The administrator shall promote the standardization of 
vehicle qualification requirements between the state of 
Washington and the various other states. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 
94 § 1 2.] 

46.86.120 Requirements of other laws not altered ex­
cept where stated. Nothing in this chapter shall be con­
strued to alter the requirements of the use fuel tax act, 
chapter 82.40 RCW, or the requirements of chapter 8 1-
.80 RCW, or the requirements of RCW 46.44.095, or 
the requirements of chapter 46.85 RCW except as stat­
ed in this chapter. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 94 § 1 3.] 
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Reviser's note: See note following RCW 46.86.040. 

46.86. 130 Effective date of first single cab cards. The 
first of the single cab cards shall be issued to be effec­
tive on January I ,  1 968. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 94 § 14.] 

46.86. 140 Carriers to comply with requirements of 
state commission as to forms and procedures. Notwith­
standing any other provision of this chapter, qualified 
carriers shall comply with requirements of the 
Washington utilities and transportation commission as 
to forms and procedures specified by that agency to ev­
idence the lawfulness of interstate operations in the 
state where such forms and procedures are in accord­
ance with those promulgated by federal authority. [ 1 97 1 
ex.s. c 1 43 § 7.] 

Chapter 46.88 
OUT-OF-STATE COMMERCIAL VEHICLES­

INTRASTATE PERMITS 

Sections 
46.88.010 Commercial vehicles registered in another state-Per-

mits for intrastate operations. 

46.88.010 Commercial vehicles registered in another 
state--Permits for intrastate operations. The owner of 
any commercial vehicle or vehicles lawfully registered 
in another state and who wishes to use such vehicle or 
vehicles in this state in intrastate operations for periods 
less than a year may obtain permits for such operations 
upon application to the department of motor vehicles or 
a county auditor. Such permits may be issued for thirty, 
sixty, or ninety day periods. The cost of each such per­
mit shall include the fees provided for in RCW sections 
46.0 1 . 140, 46. 1 6.06 1 ,  46. 1 6.060 and one-twelfth of the 
fees provided for in RCW 46. 16.070 and 82.44.020 for 
each thirty days' operations provided for in the permit. 
[ 1 969 ex.s. c 28 1 § 32.] 

Effective date---1969 ex.s. c 281: "This 1969 amendatory act is 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health 
and safety, the support of the state government and its existing public 
institutions, and except for sections 32 and 54 of this 1969 amendato­
ry act shall take effect immediately. Sections 32 and 54 of this 1 969 
amendatory act shall take effect January I ,  1 970." [ 1 969 ex.s. c 28 1 § 
63.] 

Section 32 is codified as RCW 46.88.010, section 54 as RCW 
46. 1 6.070. 

Sections 
46.98.010 
46.98.020 
46.98.030 
46.98.040 
46.98.041 
46.98.042 
46.98.043 
46.98.050 
46.98.060 

Chapter 46.98 
CONSTRUCTION 

Continuation of existing law. 
Provisions to be construed in pari materia. 
Title, chapter, section headings not part of law. 
Invalidity of part of title not to affect remainder. 
Severability-1 963 ex.s. c 3. 
Severability-1965 ex.s. c 170. 
Severability-1969 ex.s. c 28 1 .  
Repeals and saving. 
Emergency-1 96 1  c 12. 
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46.98.010 Continuation of existing law. The provi­
sions of this title insofar as they are substantially the 
same as statutory provisions repealed by this chapter, 
and relating to the same subject matter, shall be con­
strued as restatements and continuations, and not as 
new enactments. [ 1 96 1 c 1 2  § 46.98.0 10.] 

46.98.020 Provisions to be construed in pari materia. 
The provisions of this title shall be construed in pari 
materia even though as a matter of prior legislative his­
tory they were not originally enacted in the same stat­
ute. The provisions of this title shall also be construed 
in pari materia with the provisions of Title 47 RCW, 
and with other laws relating to highways, roads, streets, 
bridges, ferries and vehicles. This section shall not op­
erate retroactively. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.98.020.] 

46.98.030 Title, chapter, section headings not part of 
law. Title headings, chapter headings, and section or 
subsection headings, as used in this title do not consti­
tute any part of the law. [ 1 96 1 c 1 2  § 46.98.030.] 

46.98.040 Invalidity of part of title not to affect re­
mainder. If any provision of this title or its application 
to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the re­
mainder of the title, or the application of the provision 
to other persons or circumstances is not affected. [ 1961 
c 12 § 46.98.040.] 

46.98.041 Severability--1963 ex.s. c 3. See RCW 
47.98.04 1 .  

46.98.042 Severability--1965 ex.s. c 170. See 
RCW 47.98.042. 

46.98.043 Severability--1969 ex.s. c 281 . See 
RCW 47 .98.045. 

46.98.050 Repeals and saving. The following acts or 
parts of acts are repealed: 

( I )  Section 279, page 976, chapter 249, Laws of 1 909; 
(2) Chapter 57, Laws of 1 9 1 5 ;  
(3) Chapter 1 42, Laws of 1 9 1 5 ;  
(4) Chapter 40, Laws o f  1 9 1 7 ;  
(5) Chapter 1 55, Laws o f  1 9 1 7 ; 
(6) Chapter 46, Laws of 1 9 1 9 ;  
(7) Chapter 59, Laws of 1 9 1 9; 
(8) Chapter 1 78, Laws of 1 9 19 ;  
(9) Chapter 6 ,  Laws of 1 92 1 ; 
( 10) Chapter 96, Laws of 1 92 1 ;  
( I I )  Chapter 108, Laws of 1 92 1 ;  
( 1 2) Chapter 1 22, Laws of 1 923;  
( 1 3) Chapter 1 8 1 ,  Laws of 1 923;  
( 14) Chapter 47, Laws of 1 925 extraordinary session; 
( 1 5) Chapter 1 85, Laws of 1 925 extraordinary session; 
( 1 6) Chapter 1 05, Laws of 1 927; 
( 1 7) Chapter 284, Laws of 1 927; 
( 1 8) Chapter 309, Laws of 1 927; 
( 1 9) Chapter 99, Laws of 1 929; 
(20) Chapter 1 63, Laws of 1 929; 
(2 1 )  Chapter 1 78, Laws of 1 929; 
(22) Chapter 1 80, Laws of 1 929; 
(23) Chapter 1 20, Laws of 1 93 1 ;  
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(24) Chapter 138, Laws of 1 93 1 ;  
(25) Chapter 140, Laws of 193 1 ;  
(26) Chapter 41 ,  Laws of 1933; 
(27) Chapter 73, Laws of 1933; 
(28) Chapter 1 56, Laws of 1933; 
(29) Chapter 1 1 1 , Laws of 1935; 
(30) Chapter 1 88, Laws of 1937; 
(3 1 )  Sections 1 through 126 and 128 through 1 59, 

chapter 189, Laws of 1937; 
(32) Chapter 208, Laws of 1937; 
(33) Chapter 35, Laws of 1939; 
(34) Chapter 1 54, Laws of 1939; 
(35) Sections 1 through 39 and 41 ,  chapter 158, Laws 

of 1939; 
(36) Sections 1 through 6, and 9 through 30, chapter 

18 1 ,  Laws of 1939; 
(37) Chapter 1 82, Laws of 1939; 
(38) Chapter 2 1 3, Laws of 1 939; 
(39) Chapter 1 16, Laws of 1941 ; 
(40) Chapter 122, Laws of 194 1 ;  
(4 1)  Chapter 224, Laws of 194 1 ;  
(42) Chapter 232, Laws of 194 1 ;  
(43) Chapter 246, Laws of 1 941 ; 
(44) Chapter 26, Laws of 1943 ; 
(45) Chapter 83, Laws of 1 943; 
(46) Chapter 1 1 5, Laws of 1943; 
(47) Chapter 1 33, Laws of 1943; 
(48) Chapter 140, Laws of 1943; 
(49) Chapter 1 5 1 ,  Laws of 1943 ; 
(50) Chapter 1 53, Laws of 1943 ; 
(5 1 )  Chapter 1 54, Laws of 1 943 ; 
(52) Chapter 1 84, Laws of 1943; 
(53) Chapter 194, Laws of 1 943 ; 
(54) Chapter 25, Laws of 1945 ; 
(55) Chapter 44, Laws of 1 945; 
(56) Chapter 105, Laws of 1945; 
(57) Chapter 1 5 1 , Laws of 1 945 ; 
(58) Chapter 1 7 1 ,  Laws of 1945; 
(59) Chapter 177, Laws of 1 945; 
(60) Chapter 260, Laws of 1945 ; 
(6 1) Chapter 1 1 , Laws of 1947 ; 
(62) Chapter 33, Laws of 1 947; 
(63) Chapter 89, Laws of 1947; 
(64) Chapter 97, Laws of 1947; 
(65) Chapter 1 58, Laws of 1947; 
(66) Chapter 164, Laws of 1947; 
(67) Chapter 1 76, Laws of 1947; 
(68) Chapter 200, Laws of 1947; 
(69) Chapter 220, Laws of 1 947; 
(70) Chapter 253, Laws of 1947; 
(7 1 )  Chapter 262, Laws of 1947; 
(72) Chapter 267, Laws of 1 947; 
(73) Chapter 52, Laws of 1949; 
(74) Sections 3. and 4, chapter 75, Laws of 1 949; 
(75) Chapter 90, Laws of 1949; 
(76) Chapter 101 ,  Laws of 1949; 
(77) Chapter 1 30, Laws of 1949; 
(78) Chapter 143, Laws of 1949; 
(79) Chapter 1 57, Laws of 1949; 
(80) Chapter 1 74, Laws of 1949; 
(8 1 )  Sections 1 through 12, 14 through 16 and 19, 

chapter 1 96, Laws of 1 949; 

(82) Chapter 208, Laws of 1 949; 
(83) Chapter 2 1 1 ,  Laws of 1 949 (except section 3 1-u) ; 
(84) Sections 8 through 1 1 , chapter 220, Laws of 

1 949; 
(85) Chapter 22 1 ,  Laws of 1949; 
(86) Section 3, chapter 234, Laws of 1949; 
(87) Chapter 15, Laws of 1950 extraordinary session; 
(88) Chapter 28, Laws of 1 95 1 ;  
(89) Chapter 56, Laws of 195 1 ;  
(90) Chapter 76, Laws of 195 1 ;  
(9 I )  Chapter 102, Laws of I 95 I ;  
(92) Chapter I 50, Laws of 1 95 1 ;  
(93) Chapter 1 75, Laws of 195 1 ;  
(94) Chapter 2 19, Laws of 1 95 1 ;  
(95) Chapter 24 1 ,  Laws of 195 I ;  
(96) Sections I through 4 I ,  44 through 47 and 49, 

chapter 269, Laws of I95 I ;  
(97) Section 46, chapter 27 I ,  Laws of I 95 1 ;  
(98) Chapter I 2, Laws of 1953;  
(99) Chapter 23,  Laws of 1 953 ; 
( 100) Chapter 3 1 ,  Laws of 1 953; 
( 10 1 )  Chapter 40, Laws of 1 953; 
( 102) Chapter 72, Laws of 1953; 
( 103) Chapter 1 25, Laws of 1 953; 
( 104) Chapter 1 55, Laws of 1953 ; 
( 105) Chapter 16 1 ,  Laws of 1 953; 
( 106) Chapter 22 1 ,  Laws of 1953; 
( 107) Chapter 227, Laws of 1 953 ; 
( 108) Chapter 248, Laws of 1 953; 
( 109) Chapter 252, Laws of 1953; 
( I I 0) Sections 2 through 8 and I 0 through 16, chapter 

254, Laws of 1953;  
( I l l) Chapter 278, Laws of 1953 ; 
( I I2) Chapter 76, Laws of 1 955; 
( 1 I3) Chapter 89, Laws of I 955; 
( 1 1 4) Chapter 100, Laws of I 955; 
( I I 5) Sections 2 1  through 24, chapter 139, Laws of 

1955; 
( I I 6) Sections I through 5 and 7, chapter 146, Laws 

of 1 955; 
( 1 17) Chapter 172, Laws of 1 955 ; 
( 1 1 8) Chapter 1 77, Laws of 1955; 
( 1 19) Chapter 1 85, Laws of 1955; 
( 120) Chapter 243, Laws of 1955; 
( 1 2 1 )  Sections I through 5, chapter 259, Laws of 

1955; 
( 1 22) Chapter 265 Laws of 1955; 
( 123) Chapter 269, Laws of 1 955; 
( 124) Chapter 283, Laws of 1955;  
( 125) Section 2 1 ,  chapter 285, Laws of 1955; 
( 126) Chapter 363, Laws of 1 955; 
( 1 27) Chapter 38 1 ,  Laws of I 955; 
( 128) Sections 1 through 7, 9 through 1 1 , 1 5  through 

19, 21 through 25, 27 and 28, chapter 384, Laws of 
I955; 

( 129) Chapter 393, Laws of I 955; 
( 1 30) Chapter 66, Laws of 1 957; 
( 1 3 1) Chapter 75, Laws of 1957; 
( 1 32) Chapter 87, Laws of I 957; 
( 1 33) Chapter 96, Laws of I 957; 
( 134) Chapter 104, Laws of 1957; 
( 1 35) Chapter l05, Laws of I957; 
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( 1 36) Chapter 107, Laws of 1 957; 
( 1 37) Chapter 109, Laws of 1 957; 
( 1 38) Chapter 1 32, Laws of 1 957; 
( 1 39) Chapter 145, Laws of 1 957; 

Title 46: Motor Vehicles 

( 140) Sections 10 and 1 1 , chapter 1 75, Laws of 1957; 
( 14 1 )  Chapter 242, Laws of 1 957; 
( 142) Sections 1 through 9 and 1 1 , chapter 261 ,  Laws 

of 1 957; 
( 143) Chapter 268, Laws of 1957; 
( 144) Sections 16  and 17,  chapter 269, Laws of 1 957 ; 
( 145) Sections 3 and 4, chapter 27 1 ,  Laws of 1 957; 
( 146) Chapter 273, Laws of 1 957; 
( 147) Chapter 294, Laws of 1 957; 
( 148) Chapter 38, Laws of 1959; 
( 149) Chapter 42, Laws of 1 959; 
( 1 50) Chapter 44, Laws of 1 959; 
( 1 5 1 )  Chapter 49, Laws of 1959; 
( 1 52) Chapter 66, Laws of 1 959; 
( 1 53) Chapter 8 1 ,  Laws of 1 959; 
( 1 54) Chapter 1 2 1 ,  Laws of 1 959; 
( 1 55) Chapter 1 35, Laws of 1 959; 
( 1 56) Chapter 1 36, Laws of 1 959; 
( 1 57) Chapter 166, Laws of 1 959; 
( 1 58) Chapter 1 82, Laws of 1 959; 
( 1 59) Chapter 239, Laws of 1 959; 
( 1 60) Chapter 241 ,  Laws of 1959; 
( 1 6 1 )  Chapter 284, Laws of 1 959; 
( 1 62) Sections 21 through 32, chapter 3 19, Laws of 

1 959; and 
( 1 63) Section 1 ,  chapter 4, Laws of 1 959 first extraor­

dinary session. 
Such repeals shall not be construed as affecting any 

existing right acquired under the statutes repealed, nor 
as aff:ecting any proceeding instituted thereunder, nor 
any rule, regulation or order promulgated thereunder, 
nor any administrative action taken thereunder, nor the 
term of office or appointment or employment of any 
person appointed or employed thereunder. [ 1 96 1 c 1 2  § 
46.98.050.) 

46.98.C)6() Emergency--1961 c 12. This act is nec­
essary for the immediate preservation of the public 
peace, health and safety, the support of the state gov­
ernment and its existing institutions and shall take ef­
fect immediately. [ 1 96 1  c 1 2  § 46.98.060.) 
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PUBLIC HIGHWAYS 

Chapters 
47.01 
47.02 
47.04 
47.05 
47.08 
47.10 
47.12 

47.16 
47.17 
47.20 

47.22 
47.24 
47.26 
47.28 
47.30 
47.32 
47.36 
47.38 
47.39 
47.40 
47.41 

47.42 

47.44 
47.48 
47.52 
47.56 
47.58 
47.60 
47.61 

47.64 
47.65 

47.98 

Highway commission. 
Highway commission buildings. 
General provisions. 
Priority programming for highway development. 
Highway funds. 
Highway construction bonds. 
Acquisition and disposition of state highway 

property. 
Primary highway routes. 
State highway routes. 
Secondary highway routes--Miscellaneous 

projects. 
Combination highway routes. 
City streets as part of state highways. 
Development in urban areas--Urban arterials. 
Construction and maintenance of highways. 
Trails and paths. 
Obstructions on right of way. 
Traffic control devices. 
Roadside areas--Safety rest areas. 
Scenic and recreational highway act of 1967. 
Roadside improvement and beautification. 
Junkyards adjacent to interstate and primary 

highways. 
Highway advertising control act--Scenic vis-

tas act. 
Franchises on state highways. 
Closing highways and restricting traffic. 
Limited access facilities. 
State toll bridges, tunnels and ferries. 
Existing and additional bridges. 
Puget Sound ferry and toll bridge system. 
Acquisition of new ferry vessels pursuant to ur-

ban mass transportation act of 1964. 
Marine employee commission. 
Puget Sound transportation system-Employ­

ees' retirement. 
Construction. 

Abandoned highways, transfer to counties, cities: RCW 36. 75.090. 

Accidents and reports: Chapter 46.52 RCW. 

Annual report of street operations to director of highways: RCW 
35.21.260. 

Arterial highways, designation: RCW 46.61.195. 

Bicycles, operation: Chapter 46.61 RCW. 

City streets, sidewalks, etc. : Chapters 35.68-35.79 RCW. 

Columbia basin project road systems: RCW 36.81. 140. 
Contractor's bond: Chapter 39.08 RCW. 

Contractors on highway projects prequalified under RCW 47.28.070 
are exempt from registration of contractors act: RCW 18.27.090. 

Conveyance of real property by public bodies--Recording: RCW 
65.08.095. 

County highways in cities and towns: Chapter 36.89 RCW. 

County road improvement districts: Chapter 36.88 RCW. 

County roads and bridges: Chapters 36. 75-36.88 RCW. 

Dangerous substances or devices, placing on highway: RCW 9.61.010, 
9.66.050, 70.93.060. 

Design standards committee: Chapter 43.32 RCW. 

Design standards committee for arterial streets: Chapter 35.78 RCW. 

Driving while intoxicated when engaged in discharge of business du-
ties: RCW 9.91.020. 

Electrical installations, chapter 19.28 RCW not applicable on state 
highway rights of way if equal or better standards enforced by 
highway commission: RCW 19.28.380. 

Fences: Chapter 16.60 RCW. 

Fireworks, transportation, etc. : Chapter 70.77 RCW. 

Glass, tacks, rubbish, etc., throwing in highway: RCW 9.61.010, 9.66-
.050, 46.61.645. 

Highway funds, constitutional /imitations: State Constitution Art. 2 § 
4Q (Amendment 18). 

Hospitalization and medical aid for public employees and depen­
dents--Premiums, governmental contributions authorized: RCW 
41.04.180, 41.04. 190. 

Injury to highway or bridge: RCW 9.61.010. 

Jurisdiction over operation of motor vehicles by Indians: Chapter 37-
. 12 RCW. 

Liens for labor, materials on public works: Chapter 60.28 RCW. 

Littering on public highway: RCW 70.93.060. 

Mine to market roads: Chapter 78.48 RCW. 

Obstructing highway is public nuisance: RCW 9.66.010. 

Off-street parking, cities: Chapter 35.86 RCW. 

Off-street parking, towns: RCW 35.27.550-35.27.590. 

Platted streets as public highways: RCW 58.08.035, 58.08.050. 

Port districts, toll facilities: Chapter 53.34 RCW. 

Range areas, road signs: RCW 16.24.060. 

Rules of the road: Chapter 46.61 RCW. 

Single cab cards for interstate commercial vehicles, duty of depart-
ment of highways to prepare rules and regulations: RCW 46.86.030. 

Size, weight, load of vehicles: Chapter 46.44 RCW. 

Speed limits: Chapter 46.61 RCW. 

State parks and recreation commission may plant trees along high-
way: RCW 43.51.040. 

State patrol: Chapter 43.43 RCW. 

Swine may be driven on highway: RCW 16.12.080. 

Townships, guideposts: Chapter 45.68 RCW. 

Traffic safety commission and program: Chapter 43.59 RCW. 

Validity of agreement to indemnify against liability for negligence 
relative to construction or improvement of highways: RCW 
4.24. 1 15. 

Viaducts, bridges, elevated roadways, tunnels, etc., authority of cities 
to construct: Chapter 35.85 RCW. 

Waterways: Tide 91 RCW. 

Withdrawal of abutting public lands: RCW 43.51.100. 

(Title 47--p II 



Chapter 47.01 Title 47: Public Highways 

Sections 
47.01 .0 10  
47.01 .020 

47.01 .030 
47.01 .040 
47.01 .050 
47.01 .060 
47.01 .070 
47.01 .080 
47.01 .090 
47.0 l . l 00  

47.0 l . l 10  
47.0l . l20 
47.0 l . l 30 
47.0 l . l41  

47.0l . l45 
47.0l . l60 
47.0 l . l 70 
47.0 l . l 80 
47.0 l . l 90  

47.0 1 .2 1 0  

47.01 .220 

47.01 .230 

47.01 .240 

Chapter 47.01 
HIGHWAY COMMISSION 

Legislative declaration. 
Commission created-Appointment of members--

Terms. 
Members--Qualifications--Removal. 
Members�mpensation and expenses. 
Powers of commission. 
Exercise of powers--Rules and regulations. 
Director's prior assignments may be delegated. 
Meetings of commission--Rules and regulations. 
Meetings--Notice--Quorum. 
Director of highways--Appointment�eneral 

duties. 
Director of highways--Qualifications. 
Director of highways--Term--Removal. 
Director of highways---Salary. 
Commission's report to legislature and governor-

Budget. 
Study reports available to legislators upon request. 
Commission-Specific powers enumerated. 
Commission--Right of entry. 
Commission--Roads and bridges in state parks. 
Commission--Assistant director of highways for state 

aid. 
Commission�ntract without bid or bond with pub­

lic utilities and municipal corporations. 
Commission--Report to legislature on highway needs 

through legislative transportation committee and sen­
ate and house transportation and utilities committees. 

Division of toll facilities created-Powers relating to 
toll bridges and facilities and state ferries. 

Commission and board to coordinate long range needs 
studies. 

Designee of highway commission member of reciprocity commission 
on registration of vehicles: RCW 46.85.030. 

Interagency committee for outdoor recreation, director of highways 
member of: RCW 43.99. 1 10. 

Interstate commercial vehicles, single cab cards, department duties as 
participating agency: Chapter 46.86 RCW. 

Study of alternative methods of financing cross-sound transportation 
facilities: RCW 44.40.026. 

Traffic safety commission, director of highways member of: RCW 
43.59.030. 

Urban arterial board, duties concerning: RCW 47.26. 120. 
Washington state recreation trails system, state highway department 

participation: RCW 67.32. 140. 

47.01.010 Legislative declaration. The administration 
of highway affairs has become a matter of major public 
importance involving vast sums of money, the develop­
ment of commerce and resources, the employment of 
great numbers of persons, the promotion of recreation 
and the welfare of every citizen of the state. It demands 
the highest order of business and technical administra­
tion, accompanied by continuity of sound long-range 
highway policies, freedom from political interference 
and changes of personnel, and an organization attract­
ing the services of qualified talented administrators and 
meriting the confidence of the people. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47-
.0 1 .0 10. Prior: 1 95 1  c 247 § 1 .] 

47.01 .020 Commission created--Appointment of 
members--Terms. There is hereby created a state 
highway commission consisting of five members, all of 
whom shall be residents of this state and who shall be 
appointed by the governor with the consent of the sen­
ate for terms of office as herein provided, and with the 
qualifications herein specified. Within ninety days after 
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March 1 9, 1 95 1 , the governor shall appoint the first 
members of said state highway commission: One mem­
ber to serve two years; one member to serve three 
years ; one member to serve four years; one member to 
serve five years; and one member to serve six years 
from the first day of July, 1 95 1 .  Upon expiration of said 
original terms subsequent appointments shall be for six 
years except in the case of a vacancy, in which event 
appointment shall be only for the remainder of the un­
expired term in which the vacancy has occurred. [ 1 961  c 
1 3  § 47.01 .020. Prior: 1 95 1  c 247 § 2. Formerly RCW 
43.27.070.] 

47.01.030 Members-Qualifications--Removal. 
No two members of said state highway commission 
shall at the time of appointment or thereafter during 
their respective terms of office be residents of the same 
congressional district, and not more than three mem­
bers of said state highway commission shall reside at 
the time of appointment or thereafter in one part of the 
state divided north and south by the summit of the 
Cascade mountains. Not more than three members of 
said state highway commission shall at the time of ap­
pointment or thereafter during their respective terms of 
office be members of the same major political party. No 
elective state official or state officer or state employee 
shall be a member of said commission. No state high­
way commissioner shall be removed from office by the 
governor before the expiration of his term unless for a 
disqualifying change of residence or for cause based 
upon a determination of incapacity, incompetence, ne­
glect of duty, or malfeasance in office by the superior 
court of the state of Washington in and for Thurston 
county upon petition and show cause proceedings duly 
brought therefor in said court and directed to the com­
missioner in question. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 § I ;  1 96 1  c 1 3  § 
47.01 .030. Prior : 1 95 1  c 247 § 3 .  Formerly RCW 
43.27.080.] 

47.01.040 Members--Compensation and expenses. 
Each member of the state highway commission shall 
receive forty dollars per diem for each day actually 
spent in the performance of his duties and his actual 
necessary traveling and other expenses in going to, at­
tending and returning from meetings of the commis­
sion, and his actual and necessary traveling and other 
expenses incurred in the discharge of such duties as 
may be requested of him by a majority vote of the 
commission, but in no event shall a commissioner be 
paid per diem in any one year in excess of one hundred 
twenty days, except the chairman of the commission 
who may be paid per diem for not more than one hun­
dred fifty days. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 70 § 3 1 ;  1 96 1  c 13  § 47-
.01 .040. Prior : 1 95 1  c 247 § 1 3 .  Formerly RCW 
43.27.090.] 

Highway commission members of toll bridge authority--Per diem 
limitation: RCW 47.56.023. 
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47.01.050 Powers of commission. The state highway 
commission is hereby vested with all powers, authority, 
functions and duties vested in or required to be per­
formed by the director of highways or the state depart­
ment of highways as of July I, 1 95 1 .  Full and complete 
jurisdiction and authority over the administration of 
state highways and all matters connected therewith or 
related thereto is hereby granted the said state highway 
commission except only insofar as the same may have 
been heretofore or may be hereafter specifically granted 
to the director or department of licenses, the public 
service commission [utilities and transportation com­
mission], the state commission on equipment, the 
Washington state patrol or its chief, the Washington toll 
bridge authority, or the governing bodies of cities and 
towns. [ 1 96 1  c 13 § 47.0 1 .050. Prior: 195 1  c 247 § 4. 
Formerly RCW 43.27. 1 00.] 

47.01.060 Exercise of powers--Rules and regula­
tions. On and after July I ,  195 1 ,  the state highway 
commission shall take over, assume and exercise all of 
the powers, authority and functions and perform all of 
the duties than vested in or required to be performed by 
the director of highways and the department of high­
ways. Thereafter the state highway commission shall 
assume and exercise full and complete jurisdiction and 
authority over the administration of the state highways 
and all matters connected therewith or related thereto 
as hereinabove set forth in RCW 47.01 .050. The state 
highway commission shall establish such rules and reg­
ulations as may be deemed wise and lay down policies 
of procedure and generally supervise and control the 
operation of said functions within the terms of this title 
and pursuant to the laws of this state, and the said 
commission is hereby clothed with all necessary powers 
to carry out the terms thereof. [ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47.01 .060. 
Prior: 1 95 1  c 247 § 7. Formerly RCW 43.27. 1 10.] 

47.01.070 Director's prior assignments may be dele­
gated. In all situations wherein the director of highways 
was on July I ,  195 1  designated as a member of any 
board, commission, committee, or authority, the state 
highway commission shall hereafter determine who 
shall serve as such member. [ 196 1 c 13 § 47.0 1 .070. Pri­
or: 195 1  c 247 § 5. Formerly RCW 43.27 . 120.] 

47.01.080 Meetings of commission--Rules and 
regulations. The first appointed members of the state 
highway commission shall meet in the offices of the de­
partment of highways at the state capitol and organize 
as a state highway commission during the first week in 
July, 195 1 ,  or as soon thereafter as possible. At the first 
annual meeting and at each annual meeting thereafter 
the commission shall elect a secretary who may be, but 
need not be, a member of said commission, and the 
commission shall elect a chairman from its own mem­
bership who shall hold office for one year. Election as 
chairman shall not interfere with the member's right to 
vote on all matters before the commission. The com­
mission shall meet at such other times as it deems ad­
visable, but at least once every thirty days, and shall 

from time to time adopt rules and regulations not in­
consistent with the provisions of this tide for its own 
government, and to regulate and discharge its duties, 
and to exercise its powers under this title. [ 1 96 1  c 13 § 
47.0 1 .080. Prior: 1 95 1  c 247 § 6. Formerly RCW 
43.27. 130.] 

47.01 .090 Meetings--Notice---Quorum. The 
commission shall act collectively in harmony with re­
corded resolutions or motions adopted by a majority of 
the commission at regular or special meetings, notice of 
which meetings shall be given to all members pursuant 
to the rules of said commission. Three members shall 
constitute a quorum at any meeting, but no resolution, 
motion, or other decision of the commission shall be 
adopted or passed without the favorable vote of at least 
three members. [ 1 961  c l 3  § 47.01 .090. Prior: 195 1  c 247 
§ 8. Formerly RCW 43.27 . 140.] 

47.01.100 Director of highways---Appointment-­
General duties. The state highway commission shall se­
lect and appoint the director of highways who after ap­
pointment shall be an ex officio member of the 
commission without a vote. He shall be the chief exec­
utive officer of the commission responsible only to it, 
and shall carry into effect the commission's order and 
shall be guided by policies laid down by it. As the ex­
ecutive head, he shall direct all activities and supervise 
the work of the staff of the department. [ 1 96 1  c 13 § 
47.0 1 . 1 00. Prior: 1 95 1  c 247 § 9. Formerly RCW 
43.27. 1 50.) 

47.01 . 1 10  Director of highways---Qualifications. 
The director of highways shall be fully competent as a 
highway engineer and as an executive. He shall be a 
registered professional engineer and shall be a graduate 
in engineering of an accredited university or college or 
have in lieu thereof experience as a civil engineer in re­
sponsible charge of work equivalent to such education, 
and in addition experience in highway or road con­
struction for a period of not less than five years. He 
need not be a resident of the state at the time of his 
appointment. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.0 l . I I O. Prior: 195 1  c 247 § 
10. Formerly RCW 43.27. 1 60.) 

47.01 . 120 Director of highways--Term--Re­
moval. The director of highways shall hold office indefi­
nitely but may be dismissed by the commission at any 
time for incompetence, neglect of duty, malfeasance in 
office or failure to carry out the commission's policies. 
Before a motion for dismissal shall be acted upon by 
the state highway commission, the director of highways 
shall be granted a hearing on formal written charges 
before the full commission. [ 1 96 1  c l 3  § 47.01 . 120. Pri­
or : 1 95 1  c 247 § 1 1 . Formerly RCW 43.27. 1 70.] 

47.01.130 Director of highways---Salary. The sala­
ry of the director of highways shall be as fixed by the 
governor in accordance with the provisions of RCW 
43.03.040. [ 1 96 1  c 307 § 10 ;  196 1  c l 3  § 47.0 1 . 1 30. Pri­
or: 1957 c 1 72 § 3 1 ;  195 1  c 247 § 12.  Formerly RCW 
43.27. 1 80.] 
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47.01 . 141 Commission's report to legislature and 
governor--Budget. The highway commission shall 
submit reports to the governor and legislature at the 
time each regular session of the legislature convenes, 
including but not limited to the following information: 

( 1 )  The amount of money expended by or under its 
direction during the preceding two fiscal years including 
data and information as shall show a strict accounting 
of sums expended; 

(2) Projects constructed or under construction in the 
preceding two fiscal years; 

(3) Such operational activities of the preceding two 
fiscal years as the commission may deem important and 
recommendations for the future operations of the 
COffimlSSlOn;  

(4) A summary of the proposed construction program 
by functional classification of highways including the 
national system of interstate and defense highways for 
the ensuing six years with the portion thereof to be ac­
complished during the ensuing biennium shown in de­
tail with estimated costs therefor. 

In addition, the highway commission shall submit a 
budget in accordance with RCW 47.05.070. [ 1973 2nd 
ex.s. c 1 2  § 1 .] 
Commission 's report to legislature on highway needs: RCW 

47.01.220. 

47.01.145 Study reports available to legislators upon 
request. Whenever a study report prepared by the 
Washington state highway commission for the legisla­
tive transportation committee is made available to the 
committee or its members, the report shall, upon re­
quest, be made available to any member of the 
Washington state legislature. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 195 § 6; 1967 
ex.s. c 1 45 § 78.] 

Severability-1971 ex.s. c 195: See note following RCW 
44.40.010. 
Budget, plan for highway development: Chapter 47.05 RCW. 

47.01.160 Commission-Specific powers enumerat­
ed. The state highway commission shall have the power 
and it shall be its duty: 

( 1 )  To conduct, control and supervise the state de­
partment of highways, and to designate and establish 
such department of highway district or branch offices as 
may be necessary and convenient, and, su?ject to the 
provisions of chapter 41 .06 RCW, to appomt and em­
ploy and to determine the powers and duties to�ether 
with the salaries and other expenses of such engmeer­
ing, clerical, mechanical, and any and all other assist­
ants as may be necessary or convenient in the exercise 
of the powers and in the discharge of its duties as the 
state highway commission: Provide�, That the �ighway 
commission may delegate to the drrector of htghways 
the authority to employ, appoint, discipline, or dis­
charge employees of the _department of htghways: Pro­
vided further, That the drrector may delegate, by order, 
this authority to his subordinates as �e deems approp�­
ate, but the director shall be responsible for the offictal 
acts of such subordinates. 

(2) To keep at the office of the_ commission in the 
highway building at the state capttol a record of all 
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proceedings and orders pertaining to the matters under 
its direction and copies of all maps, plans and specifi­
cations prepared by it. 

(3) To acquire property as authorized by law and to 
construct and maintain thereon any buildings or struc­
tures necessary and convenient for the exercise of the 
powers and the discharge of th� d�ties of th� C?mmis­
sion and to construct and mamtam any butldmgs or 
structures and appurtenances and facilities necessary or 
convenient to the health and safety and for the accom­
modation of persons traveling upon the state highways. 

(4) To employ such qualified engineers who shall be 
registered professional engineers under the laws of the 
state of Washington, assistants and such other services 
and to provide such superintendents of c�nstruction, 
repair or maintenance work on any state htghways as 
may be necessary to accomplish the completion thereof, 
and the expense so incurred together with the cost of 
any right of way necessary therefor, or land incidental 
thereto, shall be charged against the funds appropriated 
for the construction, repair or maintenance of state 
highways. 

(5) To exercise all the powers and perform all the 
duties necessary, convenient, or incidental to the laying 
out, locating, relocating, surveying, constructing, alter­
ing, repairing, improving, and maintaining of any state 
highway, and of any bridges, culverts and embank­
ments necessary or important therefor or for the pro­
tection or preservation thereof, and channel changes 
therefor and to examine and allow or disallow bills for 
any work done or materials furnished and to certify all 
claims allowed to the state treasurer. 

(6) To collect and compile and to publish, if it is 
deemed advisable, statistics relative to public highways 
throughout the state; to collect such information in re­
gard thereto as is deemed expedient;  to investigate and 
determine upon various methods of highway const�c­
tion adaptable to different sections of the state; to m­
vestigate and determine the best methods of 
construction and maintenance of highways, roads and 
bridges; to gather and compile such other information 
relating thereto as shall be deemed appropriate, and to 
employ highway funds for the purpose of constructing 
test roads within the state of Washington and conduct­
ing investigations and research thereof in the state of 
Washington or elsewhere; to conduct on any highways, 
roads, or streets of this state, physical, traffic or other 
nature of inventory or survey considered of value in 
determining highway, road or street uses and needs. 

(7) To exercise all powers and to perform all duties 
by any law granted to or imposed upon the state high­
way board, the state highway commission, the state 
highway committee, the director of public works by and 
through the division of highways, the supervisor of 
highways, and the state highway engineer. 

(8) To exercise all other powers and perform all other 
duties now or hereafter provided by law. [ 1974 1 st ex.s. 
c 29 § I .  Prior: 1 973 2nd ex.s. c 12  § 2; 1 973 c 1 06  § 2 1 ;  
197 1  ex.s. c 1 1 5 § I ;  1 965 ex.s. c 1 70 § 29; 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 
47.0 1 . 1 60;  prior: 1937 c 53 § 3 ;  RRS § 6400-3. For­
merly RCW 43.27.020.] 
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47.01. 170 Commission--Right of entry. The com­
mission or its duly authorized and acting assistants, 
agents or appointees shall have the right to enter upon 
any land, real estate or premises in this state, whether 
public or private, for purposes of making examinations, 
locations, surveys and appraisals for highway purposes. 
The making of any such entry for said purposes shall 
not constitute any trespass by the commission or by its 
duly authorized and acting assistants, agents or appoin­
tees. [ 196 1  c 13 § 47.0 l . l 70. Prior: 1 945 c 1 76 § I ;  Rem. 
Supp. 1 945 § 6400-3f. Formerly RCW 43.27.030.] 

47.01.180 Commission--Roads and bridges in state 
parks. The commission is hereby authorized at the re­
quest of, and upon plans approved by the state parks 
committee, to construct and maintain vehicular roads, 
highways and bridges within the limits of the several 
state parks. ( 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.0 1 . 1 80. Prior: 1943 c 253 § 
1 ;  Rem. Supp. 1 943 § 6402-35 .  Formerly RCW 
43.27.040.] 

47.01.190 Commission--Assistant director of high­
ways for state aid. The commission shall appoint, with 
the approval of the governor, a qualified assistant to be 
designated as "assistant director of highways for state 
aid" whose duties shall consist of the administration of 
the program of state aid in the matter of county roads 
and city streets. [ 1 961 c 1 3  § 47.0 1 . 1 90. Prior: 1 949 c 
220 § 2; Rem. Supp. 1 949 § 4600-3g. Formerly RCW 
43.27.050.] 

47.01.210 Commission--Contract without bid or 
bond with public utilities and municipal corporations. It 
shall be lawful for the Washington state highway com­
mission to contract without advertising or bid, or per­
formance bond, with any public utility, whether 
publicly or privately operated, or with any municipal 
corporation or political subdivision of the state, for the 
performance of any work or the furnishing of any serv­
ice of a type ordinarily performed or furnished by such 
utility, or by such municipal corporation or political 
subdivision, whenever, in the opinion of said commis­
sion, the interest of the public will be best served. [ 1 96 1  
c 13  § 47.0 1 .2 10. Prior: 1 955 c 84 § 1 ;  1 953 c 100 § 1 .  
Formerly RCW 43.27. 1 05. ]  

47.01.220 Commission--Report to legislature on 
highway needs through legislative transportation commit­
tee and senate and house transportation and utilities 
committees. The state highway commission shall report 
to the legislature through the legislative transportation 
committee and senate and house transportation and 
utilities committees on the highway needs of the state. 
[ 1973 2nd ex.s. c 12  § 3 ;  1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.01 .220. Prior : 
1957 c 1 72 § 30. Formerly RCW 43.27 . 192.] 

Commission's report to legislature and governor: RCW 47.01.141. 

47.01.230 Division of toll facilities created--Pow­
ers relating to toll bridges and facilities and state ferries. 
See RCW 47.56.030 and 47.56.034. 

47.01.240 Commission and board to coordinate long 
range needs studies. The Washington state highway 
commission and the urban arterial board shall coordi­
nate their activities relative to long range needs studies, 
in accordance with the provisions of chapter 47.05 
RCW and RCW 47.26. 170, respectively, in order that 
long range needs data may be developed and main­
tained on an integrated and and comparable basis. 
Needs data for county roads and city streets in nonur­
ban areas shall be provided by the counties and cities to 
the Washington state highway commission in such form 
and extent as requested by the commission, after con­
sultation with the county road administration board 
and the association of Washington cities, in order that 
needs data may be obtained on a comparable basis for 
all highways, roads and streets in Washington. [ 1 97 1 
ex.s. c 1 95 § 10.] 

Severability-1971 ex.s. c 195: See note following RCW 
44.40.010. 

Chapter 47.02 
HIGHWAY COMMISSION BUILDINGS 

Sections 
47.02.010 

47.02.020 
47.02.030 
47.02.040 

47.02.050 

47.02.060 
47.02.070 

47.02.080 

47.02.090 

47.02.100 

47.02. 1 10 

Buildings on east capitol site authorized-Financ-
ing-Submittal of plans for advice and approval. 

Issuance and sale of limited obligation bonds. 
Bonds-Term-Terms and conditions. 
Bonds-Signatures-Registration-Where pay-

able-Negotiable instruments. 
Bonds-Denominations-Manner and terms of 

sale-Legal investment for state funds. 
Bonds-Bond proceeds-Deposit and use. 
Bonds-Statement describing nature of obligation­

Pledge of excise taxes. 
Bonds-Designation of funds to repay bonds and 

interest. 
Bonds-Repayment procedure-Highway bond re­

tirement fund. 
Bonds-Sums in excess of retirement require­

ments-Use. 
Bonds-Appropriation from motor vehicle fund. 

47.02.010 Buildings on east capitol site author­
ized-Financing-Submittal of plans for advice and 
approval. The Washington state highway commission is 
authorized in accordance with the provisions of this 
chapter and RCW 79.24.500 through 79.24.600 to pro­
vide for the acquisition of land and the construction of 
buildings, laboratories and facilities on the east capitol 
site for the use of the Washington state highway com­
mission and the department of highways and to finance 
payment thereof by bonds payable out of special funds 
from the proceeds of state excise taxes on motor vehicle 
fuels, or by gifts, bequests or grants or by such addi­
tional funds as the legislature may provide. Before start 
of construction the plans shall be submitted to the state 
capitol committee for approval and to the joint com­
mittee on highways for its advice. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 67 § 1 .] 

47.02.020 Issuance and sale of limited obligation 
bonds. In order to finance the immediate acquisition 
and construction of the buildings and facilities referred 
to in RCW 47.02.0 10  there shall be issued and sold 
limited obligation bonds of the state of Washington in 
the sum of four million dollars, or such amount thereof 
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and at such times as determined to be necessary by the 
state highway commission. The issuance, sale and re­
tirement of said bonds shall be under the supervision 
and control of the state finance committee which, upon 
request being made by the Washington state highway 
commission, shall provide for the issuance, sale and re­
tirement of coupon or registered bonds to be dated, is­
sued and sold from time to time in such amounts as 
may be necessary for the orderly progress of said 
project. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 167 § 2.] 

47.02.030 Bonds-Term-Terms and conditions. 
Each of such bonds shall be made payable at any time 
not exceeding thirty years from the date of its issuance 
with such reserved rights of prior redemption, bearing 
such interest, and such terms and conditions as the 
state finance committee may prescribe, to be specified 
therein. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 167 § 3.] 

47.02.040 Bonds-Signatures--Registration-­
Where payable--Negotiable instruments. The bonds 
shall be signed by the governor and the state treasurer 
under the seal of the state, one of which signatures shall 
be made manually and the other signature may be in 
printed facsimile, and any coupons attached to such 
bond shall be signed by the same officers whose signa­
tures thereon may be in printed facsimile. Any bonds 
may be registered in the name of the holder on presen­
tation to the state treasurer or at the fiscal agency of the 
state of Washington in New York City, as to principal 
alone, or as to both principal and interest under such 
regulations as the state treasurer may prescribe. Such 
bonds shall be payable at such places as the state fi­
nance committee may provide. All bonds issued here­
under shall be fully negotiable instruments. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 
1 67 § 4.] 

47.02.050 Bonds-Denominations-Manner and 
terms of sale--Legal investment for state funds. The 
bonds issued hereunder shall be in denominations to be 
prescribed by the state finance committee and may be 
sold in such manner and in such amounts and at such 
times and on such terms and conditions as the commit­
tee may prescribe. If bonds are sold to any purchaser 
other than the state of Washington, they shall be sold at 
public sale, and it shall be the duty of the �tate .finance 
committee to cause such sale to be advertised m such 
manner as it shall deem sufficient. Bonds issued under 
the provisions of this chapter shall be legal investment 
for any of the funds of the state, except the permanent 
school fund. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 167 § 5.] 

47.02.060 Bonds-Bond proceeds-Deposit and 
use. The money arising from the sale of said bonds shall 
be deposited in the state treasury to the credit �f the 
motor vehicle fund and such money shall be available 
only for the acquisition of the land and construction of 
the buildings and facilities referred to in RCW 47.02-
.0 1 0, and for payment of the expenses incurred in the 
drafting, printing, issuance and sale of any such bonds. 
[ 1 965 ex.s. c 167 § 6.] 
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47.02.070 Bonds--Statement describing nature of 
obligation--Pledge of excise taxes. Bonds issued un­
der the provisions of this chapter shall distinctly state 
that they are not a general obligation of the state but 
are payable in the manner provided in this chapter 
from the proceeds of state excise taxes on motor vehicle 
fuels imposed by chapter 82.36 and chapter 82.40 
RCW. The proceeds of such excise taxes are hereby 
pledged to the payment of any bonds and the interest 
thereon issued under the provisions of this chapter and 
the legislature hereby agrees to continue to impose the 
same excise taxes on motor vehicle fuels in amounts 
sufficient to pay, when due, the principal and interest 
on all bonds issued under the provisions of this chapter. 
[ 1 965 ex.s. c 167 § 7.] 

47.02.080 Bonds--Designation of funds to repay 
bonds and interest. Any funds required to repay such 
bonds, or the interest thereon when due, shall be taken 
from that portion of the motor vehicle fund which re­
sults from the imposition of excise taxes on motor vehi­
cle fuels and which is, or may be appropriated to the 
highway department for state highway purposes, and 
shall never constitute a charge against any allocations 
of such funds to counties, cities and towns unless and 
until the amount of the motor vehicle fund arising from 
the excise taxes on motor vehicle fuels and available for 
state highway purposes proves insufficient to meet the 
requirements for bond retirement or interest on any 
such bonds. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 67 § 8.] 

47.02.090 Bonds--Repayment procedure--High­
way bond retirement fund. At least one year prior to the 
date any interest is due and payable on such bonds or 
before the maturity date of any bonds, the state finance 
committee shall estimate the percentage of the receipts 
in money of the motor vehicle fund, resulting from col­
lection of excise taxes on motor vehicle fuels, for each 
month of the year which will be required to meet inter­
est or bond payments under the provisions of this 
chapter when due, and shall notify the state treasurer of 
such estimated requirement. The state treasurer shall 
thereafter from time to time each month as such funds 
are paid into the motor vehicle fund, transfer such per­
centage of the monthly receipts from excise taxes on 
motor vehicle fuels of the motor vehicle fund to the 
highway bond retirement fund, which fund shall be 
available solely for payment of such interest or bonds 
when due. If in any month it shall appear that the esti­
mated percentage of money so made is insufficient to 
meet the requirements for interest or bond retirement, 
the treasurer shall notify the state finance committee 
forthwith and such committee shall adjust its estimates 
so that all requirements for interest and principal of all 
bonds issued shall be fully met at all times. [ 1965 ex.s. c 
1 67 § 9.] 

47.02.100 Bonds-Sums in excess of retirement 
requirements--Use. Whenever the percentage of the 
motor vehicle fund arising from excise taxes on motor 
fuels payable into the highway bond retirement fund 
shall prove more than is required for the payment of 
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interest on bonds when due or current retirement of 
bonds, or in the event there is appropriated from time 
to time additional amounts to be placed in the said 
bond retirement fund, any excess may, in the discretion 
of the state finance committee, be available for the prior 
redemption of any bonds or remain available in the 
fund to reduce the requirements upon the fuel excise 
tax portion of the motor vehicle fund at the next inter­
est or bond payment period. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 167 § 10.] 

47.02.1 10 Bonds-Appropriation from motor vehi­
cle fund. There is hereby appropriated from the motor 
vehicle fund to the state highway commission for the 
biennium ending June 30, 1 967, the sum of four million 
dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary to car­
ry out the provisions of this chapter, but no money shall 
be available under this appropriation from said fund 
unless a like amount of bonds provided for herein are 
sold and the money derived therefrom deposited to the 
credit of such fund. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 167 § 1 1 .] 
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Chapter 47.04 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Definitions. 
Classification of highways. 
Title to rights of way vested in state. 
Acceptance of federal acts. 
Commission to administer federal grants. 
Procedure to conform with federal requirements. 
State may cooperate with other governments and 

agencies. 
Urban public transportation systems-Participation of 

highway commission in planning, development and es­
tablishment of system. 

Urban public transportation systems--Defined. 
Urban public transportation systems--Declaration of 

public policy--Use of motor vehicle funds, city 
street or county road funds. 

Penalty. 
Temporary route pending construction of new high­

way--Streets, roads not to be maintained as. 
Environmental impact of construction or reconstruction 

of highways--State policy declared--Purposes of 
RCW 47.04. 1 10-47.04.130. 

47.04.120 Environmental impact of construction or reconstruction 
of highways--Report on environmental impact. 

47.04. 130 Environmental impact of construction or reconstruction 
of highways--Environmental review statement. 

Abandoned junk motor vehicles: RCW 46.52. 145 through 46.52. 160. 

Mobile home movement permits: RCW 46.16. 104 through 46. 16. 106. 

47.04.010 Definitions. The following words and 
phrases, wherever used in this title, shall have the 
meaning as in this section ascribed to them, unless 
where used the context thereof shall clearly indicate to 
the contrary or unless otherwise defined in the chapter 
of which they are a part: 

( 1 )  "Alley." A public highway within the ordinary 
meaning of alley not designated for general travel and 
primarily used as a means of access to the rear of resi­
dences and business establishments; 

(2) " Arterial highway." Every public highway, as 
herein defined, or portion thereof designated as such by 
proper authority; 

(3) "Business district." The territory contiguous to 
and including the public highway, as herein defined, 
when fifty percent or more of the frontage thereon on 
either side thereof for a continuous distance of three 
hundred feet or more is occupied by buildings in use for 
business; 

(4) "Center line." The line, marked or unmarked par­
allel to and equidistant from the sides of the roadway of 
a public highway; 

(5) "Center of intersection. " The point of intersection 
of the center lines of the roadways of intersecting public 
highways; 

(6) "City street." Every public highway as herein de­
fined, or part thereof located within the limits of incor­
porated cities and towns, except alleys; 

(7) "Combination of vehicles." Every combination of 
motor vehicle and trailer or motor vehicle and semi­
trailer the principal use of which is the transportation of 
commodities, merchandise, produce, freight or animals; 

(8) "Commercial vehicle. " Any vehicle the principal 
use of which is the transportation of commodities, mer­
chandise, produce, freight, animals or passengers for 
hire; 

(9) "County road." Every public highway as herein 
defined, or part thereof, outside the limits of incorpo­
rated cities and towns and which has not been desig­
nated as a state highway, or branch thereof; 

( 10) "Crosswalk." The portion of the roadway be­
tween the intersection area and a prolongation or con­
nection of the farthest sidewalk line or in the event 
there are no sidewalks then between the intersection 
area and a line ten feet therefrom, except as modified 
by a marked crosswalk; 

( 1 1 )  " Intersection area." The area embraced within 
the prolongation of the lateral curb lines, or, if there be 
no curbs, then the lateral roadway boundary lines, of 
two or more public highways which join one another at 
an angle, whether or not such highways cross one 
another; 

( 12) " Intersection center marker. " Any standard, 
button, flag, painted or raised marker, or other device 
located at or intended to designate the approximate 
center of intersection; 

( 1 3) "Intersection control area."  The intersection area 
as herein defined, together with such modification of 
the adjacent roadway area as results from the arc or 
curb corners and together with any marked or un­
marked crosswalks adjacent to the intersection; 

( 14) " Intersection entrance marker." Any standard, 
button, flag, caution sign, stop sign, or other device lo­
cated at approximately the point of intersection of the 
center line of an intersecting public highway with the 
nearest line of the intersection control area on the ap­
proach thereto; 

( 1 5) "Laned highway." A highway the roadway of 
which is divided into clearly marked lanes for vehicular 
traffic ; 

( 1 6) "Local authorities." Every county, municipal, or 
other local public board or body having authority to 
adopt local police regulations under the Constitution 
and laws of this state; 
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( 1 7) " Marked crosswalk." Any portion of a roadway 
distinctly indicated for pedestrian crossing by lines or 
other markings on the surface thereof; 

( 1 8) " Metal tire." Every tire, the bearing surface of 
which in contact with the highway is wholly or partly of 
metal or other hard, nonresilient material ; 

( 1 9) "Motor truck. "  Any motor vehicle, as herein de­
fined, designed or used for the transportation of com­
modities, merchandise, produce, freight or animals; 

(20) "Motor vehicle." Every vehicle, as herein de­
fined, which is in itself a self-propelled unit; 

(2 1 )  "Multiple lane highway." Any public highway 
the roadway of which is of sufficient width to reason­
ably accommodate four separate lanes of vehicular 
traffic, two lanes in each direction, each lane of which 
shall be not less than eight feet in width, and whether 
or not such lanes are marked and whether or not the 
lanes of opposite bound traffic are separated by a neu­
tral zone or other center line marking; 

(22) "Operator." Every person who is in actual phys­
ical control of a motor vehicle as herein defined, upon a 
public highway, as herein defined; 

(23) "Peace officer."  Any officer authorized by law to 
execute criminal process or to make arrests for the vio­
lation of the statutes generally or of any particular stat­
ute or statutes relative to the public highways of this 
state; 

(24) "Pedestrian." Any person afoot ;  
(25) "Person." Every natural person, firm, copartner­

ship, corporation, association or organization; 
(26) "Pneumatic tires." Every tire of rubber or other 

resilient material designed to be inflated with com­
pressed air to support the load thereon; 

(27) "Private road or driveway. "  Every way or place 
in private ownership and used for travel of vehicles by 
the owner or those having express or implied permission 
from the owner, but not by other persons; 

(28) "Public highway."  Every way, lane, road, street, 
boulevard, and every way or place in the state of 
Washington open as a matter of right to public vehicu­
lar travel both inside and outside the limits of incorpo­
rated cities and towns;  

(29) "Railroad. " A carrier of persons or property 
upon vehicles, other than street cars, operated upon 
stationary rails, the route of which is principally outside 
incorporated cities and towns; 

(30) "Railroad sign or signal. "  Any sign, signal, or 
device erected by authority of a public body or official 
or by a railroad and intended to give notice �f the 
presence of railroad tracks or the approach of a railroad 
train ; 

(3 1 )  "Residence district." The territory contiguous to 
and including the public highway, as herein defined, not 
comprising a business district, as herein defined, when 
the property on such public highway for a c�ntinu�us 
distance of three hundred feet or more on either side 
thereof is in the main improve with residences or resi­
dences and buildings in use for business; 

(32) "Roadway."  The paved, improved or proper 
driving portion of a public highway designed, or ordi­
narily used for vehicular travel ; 
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(33) "Safety zone." The area or space officially set 
apart within a roadway for the exclusive use ?f J?edes­
trians and which is protected or is marked or mdicated 
by painted marks, signs, buttons, standards or otherwise 
so as to be plainly discernible; 

(34) "Sidewalk." That property between the curb 
lines or the lateral lines of a roadway, as herein defined, 
and the adjacent property, set aside and intended for 
the use of pedestrians or such portion of private prop­
erty parallel and in proxim�ty to a public highway and 
dedicated to use by pedestnans; 

(35) "Solid tire." Every tire of rubber or other resil­
ient material which does not depend upon inflation with 
compressed air for the support of the load thereon; 

(36) "State highway. " Every public highway as herein 
defined, or part thereof, which has been designated as a 
state highway, or branch thereof, by legislative 
enactment; 

(37) "Street car." A vehicle other than a train, as 
herein defined, for the transporting of persons or prop­
erty and operated upon stationary rails principally 
within incorporated cities and towns; 

(38) "Traffic. 11 Pedestrians, ridden or herded animals, 
vehicles, street cars, and other conveyances either singly 
or together while using any public highways for pur­
poses of travel ; 

(39) "Traffic control signal. 11 Any traffic device, as 
herein defined, whether manually, electrically or me­
chanically operated, by which traffic alternately is di­
rected to stop or proceed or otherwise controlled; 

( 40) "Traffic devices. 11 All signs, signals, markings 
and devices not inconsistent with this title placed or 
erected by authority of a public body or official having 
jurisdiction, for the purpose of regulating, warning or 
guiding traffic; 

( 4 1 )  "Train. " A vehicle propelled by steam, electricity 
or other motive power with or without cars coupled 
thereto, operated upon stationary rails, except street 
cars; 

( 42) "Vehicle. "  Every device capable of being moved 
upon a public highway and in, upon or by which any 
person or property is or may be transported or drawn 
upon a public highway, excepting devices moved by 
human or animal power or used exclusively upon sta­
tionary rails or tracks. 

Words and phrases used herein in the past, present or 
future tense shall include the past, present and future 
tenses ; words and phrases used herein in the masculine, 
feminine or neuter gender shall include the masculine, 
feminine and neuter genders ; and words and phrases 
used herein in the singular or plural shall include the 
singular and plural ; unless the context thereof shall in­
dicate to the contrary. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 145 § 42; 1 96 1  c 13  
§ 47.04.01 0. Prior: 1937 c 53 § I ;  RRS § 6400--1 .] 

47.04.020 Classification of highways. All public high­
ways in the state of Washington, or portions thereof, 
outside incorporated cities and towns shall be divided 
and classified as state highways and county roads. All 
state highways and branches thereof shall be estab­
lished by the legislature of the state of Washington �y 
appropriate general location and termini. Any pnor 
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distinctions between highways as primary or second�ry 
are hereby abolished. All powers granted to, or duties 
imposed upon, the state highway commis�ion with re­
gard to either primary or secondary state htghways shall 
be construed to relate to all state highways. Whenever 
these terms are used, either jointly or independently, 
each shall be construed to include all state highways. 
All public highways in the state of Washington, or por­
tions thereof, outside incorporated cities and towns, not 
established as state highways, are hereby declared to be 
county roads. [ 1967 ex.s. c 145 § 41 ; 1963 c 24 § 3 ;  1961  
c 13 § 4 7 .04.020. Prior: 1937 c 207 § l ;  RRS § 6402-l ;  
1937 c 53 § 5 ;  RRS § 6400-5; 19 13  c 65 § I ;  RRS § 
6790.] 

Establishment of continuing system for designation of highways­
Signs: RCW 47.36.095. 

47.04.040 Title to rights of way vested in state. Upon 
and after April 1 ,  1937, all rights of way of any primary 
state highways, together with all appurtenances thereto, 
the right or interest in or to which was, or is, in any 
county, road district, township, local improvement dis­
trict, independent highway district, or other highway or 
road district or political subdivision of the state of 
Washington shall be and the same is hereby transferred 
to and vested in the state of Washington for use in 
conjunction with such primary state highways under the 
highway commission. 

All public highways in the state of Washington which 
have been designated to be primary state highways or 
secondary state highways or classified as primary roads 
and which have been constructed and improved and 
maintained for a period of seven years prior to April I ,  
1937, at the expense of the state shall operate to vest in 
the state of Washington all right, title, and interest to 
the right of ways thereof, including the roadway and 
ditches and existing drainage facilities, together with all 
appurtenances thereto and no informalities in the re­
cords of title to such public highways shall be construed 
to invalidate or vacate such public highways or to di­
vest the state of Washington of any right, title and in­
terest in the right of way thereof. [ 1 96 1  c 13  § 47.04.,040. 
Prior: 1937 c 53 § 29; RRS § 6400-29.] 

47.04.050 Acceptance of federal acts. The state of 
Washington hereby assents to the purposes, provisions, 
terms and conditions of the grant of money provided in 
an act of congress entitled: "An act to provide that the 
United States shall aid the states in the construction of 
rural post roads, and for other purposes," approved 
July 1 1 , 19 16, and all acts, grants and appropriations 
amendatory and supplementary thereto and affecting 
the state of Washington. [ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47.04.050. Prior : 
1937 c 53 § 43 ; RRS § 6400-43; 19 17  c 76 § 1 ; RRS § 
6844.] 

47.04.060 Commission to administer federal grants. 
The highway commission is hereby authorized and di­
rected to act for and on behalf of the state of 
Washington, and any civil subdivision of the state, in 
all things pertaining to the selection, construction and 

maintenance of highways and roads under the provi­
sions of the act of congress approved July I I , 1 9 1 6, and 
any and all acts amendatory thereto; and to enter into 
such agreement with the secretary of commerce or other 
duly authorized agent of the United States as may from 
time to time be desirable or necessary to secure the 
money or aid for any section of state highway, county 
road or city or town street selected by law for con­
struction or improvement through an appropriation for 
the period in which said construction or improvement is 
to be made. Said money to be added to and expended 
in connection with the appropriation aforesaid; and to 
apply thereto, as may be required, cooperative expendi­
tures from the motor vehicle fund, which may have 
been appropriated by the state legislature, and from any 
highway, road or street fund of any civil subdivision, 
and which are available for the construction and main­
tenance of any section of state highway, county road or 
city or town street selected as aforesaid for such aid and 
improvement. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.04.060. Prior: 1937 c 53 § 
47; RRS § 6400--47; 19 17  c 76 § 5, part; RRS § 6848, 
part.] 

47.04.070 Procedure to conform with federal require­
ments. In all matters relating to the cooperative con­
struction or improvement of any state highway, county 
road or city or town street for which federal funds or 
aid is secured under any act of congress, the highway 
commission shall act in the manner provided by state 
law relating to state highway construction from the mo­
tor vehicle fund, so far as the same may be· consistent 
with the provisions of such act of congress and the rules 
and regulations made by the secretary of commerce or 
other authorized agent of the United States government 
pursuant to such act, to which the procedure shall be 
adapted by the highway commission as may be neces­
sary. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.04.070. Prior: 1937 c 53 § 44; RRS 
§ 6400--44; 19 17  c 76 § 5, part; RRS § 6848, part.] 

47.04.080 State may cooperate with other govern­
ments and agencies. The highway commission is em­
powered to join financially or otherwise with any other 
state or any county, city, or town of any other state, or 
with any foreign country, or any province or district of 
any foreign country, or with the federal government or 
any agency thereof, or with any or all thereof, for the 
erecting, constructing, operating, or maintaining of any 
bridge, trestle, or any other structure, for the continua­
tion or connection of any state highway across any 
stream, body of water, gulch, navigable water, swamp, 
or other topographical formation requiring any such 
structure and forming a boundary between the state of 
Washington and any other state or foreign country, and 
for the purchase or condemnation of right of way 
therefor. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 1 5 1  § I I ; 1 961  c 1 3  § 47.04-
.080. Prior: 1937 c 53 § 47 112 ;  RRS § 6400-47 1 12.] 

47.04.081 Urban public transportation systems-­
Participation of highway commission in planning, devel­
opment and establishment of system. The highway com­
mission is empowered to join financially or otherwise 
with any public agency or any county, city or town in 
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the state of Washington or any other state, or with the 
federal government or any agency thereof, or with any 
�r all thereof for the planning, development and estab­
lishment of urban public transportation systems in con­
junction with new or existing highway facilities. [ 1 967 c 
108 § 1 3 ;  1 965 ex.s. c 1 70 § 63.] 

Urban public transportation system defined: RCW 47.04.082. 

47.04.082 Urban public transportation systems-­
Defined. As used in this act the term "urban public 
transportation system" shall mean a system for the 
public transportation of persons or property by buses, 
street cars, trains, electric trolley coaches, other public 
transit vehicles, or any combination thereof operating in 
or through predominantly urban areas and owned and 
operated by the state, any city or county or any munic­
ipal corporation of the state, including all structures, 
facilities, vehicles and other property rights and interest 
forming a part of such a system. [ 1 967 c 108 § 1 .) 

Reviser's note: "this act" refers to 1967 c 108, codified herein as 
RCW 47.04.082, 47.04.083, 47.98.044, and the 1967 amendments to 
RCW 47.04.08 1 ,  47.08.070, 47. 12.010, 47. 12.250, 47.28. 140, 47.44.010, 
47.44.040, 47.48.010, 47.52.01 0, 47.52.090, and 47.56.256. 

47.04.083 Urban public transportation systems-­
Declaration of public policy--Use of motor vehicle 
funds, city street or county road funds. The separate and 
uncoordinated development of public highways and ur­
ban public transportation systems is wasteful of this 
state's natural and financial resources. It is the public 
policy of this state to encourage wherever feasible the 
joint planning, construction and maintenance of public 
highways and urban public transportation systems serv­
ing common geographical areas as joint use facilities. 
To this end the legislature declares it to be a highway 
purpose to use motor vehicle funds, city and town street 
funds or county road funds to pay the full proportion­
ate highway, street or road share of the costs of design, 
right of way acquisition, construction and maintenance 
of any highway, street or road to be used jointly with 
an urban public transportation system. [ 1 967 c 1 08 § 2.] 

47.04.090 Penalty. It  shall be a misdemeanor for 
any person to violate any of the provisions of this title 
unless such violation is by this title or other law of this 
state declared to be a felony or a gross misdemeanor. 

Unless another penalty is in this title provided, every 
person convicted of a misdemeanor for violation of any 
provisions of this title shall be punished accordingly. 
[ 1 96 1 c 1 3  § 47.04.090. Prior: 1 937 c 53 § 95; RRS § 
6400-95.] 

47.04.100 Temporary route pending construction of 
new highway-Streets, roads not to be maintained as. 
Unless otherwise provided, whenever by statute a new 
highway or extension is added to the state highway sys­
tem, no existing city street or county road shall be 
maintained or improved by the state highway commis­
sion as a temporary route of such new highway or ex­
tension pending the construction of the new highway or 
extension on the location adopted by the state highway 
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commission. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 1 5 1  § 12 ;  1 965 ex.s. c 170 
§ 34.] 

47.04. 1 10 Environmental impact of construction or 
reconstruction of highways-State poUcy declared-­
Purposes of RCW 47.04.1 10-47.04.130. I t  is declared to 
be the public policy of the state of Washington that in 
the location, design and construction of state highways, 
every effort shall be made to minimize and eliminate 
effects which are adverse to the natural and human en­
vironment of the state. Such factors as the dislocation 
of people, the dislocation of residences, the dislocation 
of businesses and the creation of air and water pollu­
tion situations shall be considered when constructing 
state highways. Therefore, the purposes of RCW 47.04-
. 1 10 through 47.04. 1 30 are: 

( 1 )  To declare a state policy which will encourage 
productive and enjoyable harmony between man and 
his environment; 

(2) To promote efforts which will prevent or eliminate 
damage to the environment and biosphere and stimu­
late the health and welfare of the citizens of this state; 
and 

(3) To enrich the understanding of ecological systems 
and natural resources important to the state; and 

(4) To provide an efficient highway network serving 
the commercial, recreational and personal needs of the 
people of this state. [ 1971  ex.s. c 24 § 1 .] 

47.04.120 Environmental impact of construction or 
reconstruction of highways-Report on environmental 
impact. Whenever the department of highways deter­
mines that a state highway proj ect will significantly af­
fect the quality of human environment, and in every 
case when a state highway is to be constructed in a new 
location or a state highway reconstruction project will 
require additional right of way, the department of high­
ways, prior to holding the first public hearing relating to 
the location or design of the highway, shall prepare a 
report on the environmental impact which may reason­
ably be expected to occur as a result of such construc­
tions: Provided, That if in respect to any project on 
which one or more hearings have occurred prior to Au­
gust 9, 1 97 1 ,  the department of highways shall prepare 
the environmental report prior to conducting the next 
public hearing. 

The environmental report shall consider: 

. ( 1_) The environmental impact of the highway includ­
mg Its effect on the quality of the air and water and the 
effect on existing residential and business 
developments;  

(2) Any adverse environmental effects which cannot 
be avoided as a result of the construction of the 
highway; 

(3) Alternatives to the proposed project; 
(4) The relationship between local short term uses of 

man's environment and the maintenance and enhance­
ment of long term productivity; and 

(5) Any irreversible and irretrievable commitments or 
res�urces which would be involved in the proposed 
proJect. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 24 § 2.] 
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47.04.130 Environmental impact of construction or 
reconstruction of highways--Environmental review 
statement. The environmental impact report shall be 
transmitted to the director of the department of ecology 
not less than thirty days prior to the public hearing or 
next public hearing as provided in RCW 47.04. 1 20. The 
director of the department of ecology shall prepare a 
written environmental review statement on the project 
which shall contain a statement of any environmental 
problems and adverse environmental impact, natural or 
human, which he believes may reasonably be expected 
to occur as a result of the project. The environmental 
review statement shall also contain a statement of any 
beneficial environmental impact or any amenities either 
natural or human which may reasonably be expected to 
occur as a result of the project: Provided, That if the 
director of the department of ecology determines that 
the project will have no significant environmental im­
pact, his written statement to that effect shall constitute 
a review statement. 

The director of the department of ecology shall 
transmit copies of the review statement to the depart­
ment of highways, to any interested citizens, and to 
representatives of the news media in the area in which 
the proposed or existing highway is located not less 
than five days prior to the public hearing or next public 
hearing referred to in RCW 47.04. 1 20. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 24 § 
3.] 

Chapter 47.05 
PRIORITY PROGRAMMING FOR HIGHWAY 

DEVELOPMENT 
Sections 
47.05.010 
47.05.020 
47.05.030 

Declaration of purpose. 
Functional classification of highways. 
Long range plan for improvemen�bjectives­

Priorities. 
47.05.040 Six year comprehensive highway construction program 

and financial plan-Adoption-Biennial revi­
sion-Apportionment. 

47.05.050 Six year comprehensive highway construction pro­
gram--Composition--Criteria for selection of 
projects-Revision-Biennial extension. 

47.05.070 Budget recommendation to be presented to governor 
and legislature--Contents. 

State highway improvement projects in urban areas, priority pro­
gramming to be accorded: RCW 47.26.070. 

47.05.010 Declaration of purpose. The legislature 
finds that anticipated revenues available for state high­
ways for the foreseeable future will fall substantially 
short of the amount required to satisfy all of the state 
highway needs. It is the purpose of this chapter to es­
tablish a policy of priority programming for highway 
development having as its basis the rational selection of 
projects according to factual need, systematically 
scheduled to carry out defined objectives within limits 
of money and manpower, and fixed in advance with 
reasonable flexibility to meet changed conditions. [ 1 969 
ex.s. c 39 § 1 ;  1 963 c 1 73 § 1 .] 

47.05.020 Functional classification of highways. The 
state highway commission is hereby directed to conduct 
periodic analyses of the entire state highway system, 

and based thereon, to subdivide and classify according 
to their function and importance all designated state 
highways and those added from time to time other than 
the national system of interstate and defense highways 
and periodically review and revise the classifications, 
into the following additional four functional classes: 

( l )  The "principal state highway system" which shall 
comprise not to exceed twenty percent of the total state 
highway mileage other than the interstate system. 

(2) The "major state highway system" which shall 
comprise not to exceed thirty-five percent of the total 
state highway mileage other than the interstate system. 

(3) The "collector state highway system" which shall 
comprise not to exceed thirty-five percent of the total 
state highway mileage other than the interstate system. 

(4) The "other state highway system' ' .  In making such 
functional classification the highway commission shall 
be governed by reasonable rules and regulations adopt­
ed by the commission, and give consideration to the 
following criteria: 

(a) Urban population centers within and without the 
state stratified and ranked according to size; 

(b) Important traffic generating economic activities, 
including but not limited to recreation, agriculture, 
government, business and industry; 

(c) Feasibility of route, including availability of alter­
nate routes within and without the state; 

(d) Directness of travel and distance between points 
of economic importance; 

(e) Length of trips; 
(f) Character and volume of traffic; 
(g) Preferential consideration for multiple service; 
(h) Reasonable spacing depending upon population 

density; and 
(i) System continuity, except for the "other" system. 

( 1 969 ex.s. c 39 § 2; 1 963 c 1 73 § 2.] 

47.05.030 Long range plan for improvements­
Objectives-Priorities. The state highway commission 
shall adopt and periodically revise after consultation 
with the legislative transportation committee and senate 
and house transportation and utilities committees a 
long range plan for highway improvements, specifying 
highway planning objectives to be accomplished within 
a fourteen year advance planning period, and within 
the framework of revenue estimates for such period. 
The plan shall be based upon the construction needs for 
state highways as determined and segregated according 
to functional class by the highway commission from 
time to time. 

With such reasonable deviations as may be required 
to effectively utilize the available funds and to adjust to 
unanticipated delays in programmed projects, the high­
way commission shall allocate the estimated available 
funds, so as to carry out such rates of completion with­
in a fourteen year advance planning period on that part 
of the national system of interstate and defense high­
ways on which the federal government participates fi­
nancially at the interstate rate under federal law and 
regulations, on the parts of the national system of in­
terstate and defense highways on which federal aid par­
ticipation is less than the regular interstate rate under 
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federal law and regulations; and on the remaining four 
functional classes as the highway commission, acting 
pursuant to reasonable rules and regulations adopted 
by the commission, shall determine to be necessary in 
order to maintain a balanced development of the state's 
highway system, considering primarily the following 
factors: 

(a) The relative remaining needs of each functional 
class of highways; 

(b) The estimated available funds; 
(c) Continuity of future developments with those pre­

viously programmed; and 
(d) Graduation of rates of completion according to 

functional class importance. [ 1 973 2nd ex.s. c 1 2  § 4; 
1969 ex.s. c 39 § 3;  1965 ex.s. c 1 70 § 33 ; 1963 c 173 § 
3.] 

47.05.040 Six year comprehensive highway construc­
tion program and financial plan--Adoption--Bienni­
al revision--Apportionment. Prior to October I of 
each even-numbered year, the state highway commis­
sion shall adopt and thereafter shall biennially revise 
after consultation with the legislative transportation 
committee and senate and house transportation and 
utilities committees a comprehensive six-year program 
and financial plan for highway construction, mainte­
nance, and planning activities. The highway construc­
tion program for the ensuing six years shall apply to 
each of the five functional classes of state highways that 
percentage of the estimated available construction 
funds as will be necessary to accomplish the commis­
sion's long range plan for highway improvements. The 
commission shall apportion the available construction 
funds, according to functional class, among the several 
highway districts in the proportion that the estimated 
remaining needs for each functional class of highway 
within each highway district bears to the total estimated 
needs for each functional class remaining unsatisfied 
throughout the state. [ 1 973 2nd ex.s. c 1 2  § 5 ;  1 969 ex.s. 
c 39 § 4; 1 963 c 173 § 4.] 

47.05.050 Six year comprehensive highway construc­
tion program-Composition-Criteria for selection 
of projects-Revision--Biennial extension. The six 
year comprehensive highway construction program 
shall contain a priority construction program for each 
functional class of highways, including the national sys­
tem of interstate and defense highways, within the 
budget limits established for each class. Selection of 
specific projects for the six year program shall be based 
on the rating of each highway section proposed to be 
improved or constructed in relation to other highway 
sections within the same functional class within the re­
spective highway district, taking into account the 
following: 

( I )  I ts structural ability to carry loads imposed upon 
it; 

(2) Its capacity to move traffic at reasonable speeds 
without undue congestion ;  

(3) Its adequacy of  alignment and related geometries; 
(4) Its accident experience; 
(5) Its fatal accident experience; 
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(6) In the case of designated but unconstructed high­
ways, its economic importance measured by a cost­
benefit analysis, the effect on the state's economy and 
benefit to the geographical area concerned. 

The commission in selecting any project for improve­
ment or construction may depart from the priority of 
projects so established (a) to the extent that otherwise 
funds cannot be utilized feasibly within the budget, (b) 
as may be required by a court judgment or legally 
binding agreement, (c) to take advantage of some sub­
stantial financial benefit that may be available, or (d) 
for continuity of route development. The commission 
shall identify in its summary of the six-year construc­
tion program the extent to which the commission has 
departed from the established priority of projects. 

The six year construction program shall be revised 
biennially in accordance with revisions in functional 
classification or priority ratings within each functional 
class resulting from changed conditions. The program 
shall be extended for an additional two years, to six 
years in the future, on July I st of each odd-numbered 
year. [ 1973 2nd ex.s. c 1 2  § 6 ;  1 969 ex.s. c 39 § 5 ;  1963 c 
1 73 § 5. ]  

47.05.070 Budget recommendation to be presented to 
governor and legislature-Contents. The state high­
way commission shall prepare and present to the 
governor and to the legislature at the time of its con­
vening, a recommended budget for the ensuing bienni­
um. The biennial budget shall include details of 
proposed expenditures, performance and public service 
criteria for construction, maintenance, and planning ac­
tivities in consonance with the six-year comprehensive 
program and financial plan adopted under provisions of 
RCW 47.05.040. [ 1 973 2nd ex.s. c 1 2  § 7 ;  1 963 c 173 § 
7.] 
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47.08.010 Control of allocated funds. Whenever there 
is provided an allocation for the construction or im­
provement of state highways the same shall be under 
the sole charge and direct control of the highway com­
mission. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.08.010. Prior: 1 937 c 53 § 32, 
part; RRS § 6400-32, part.] 

47.08.020 State to match federal funds. For the con­
struction, alteration, repair and improvement of state 
highways, county roads, or city and town streets in the 
state of Washington which are part of the public high­
way system, the good faith of the state of Washington is 
hereby pledged to make available funds sufficient to 
equal the sums appropriated to the state by or under 
the United States government during succeeding fiscal 
years and to use and expend the same within one year 
after the fiscal year for which appropriated, and in the 
manner and under the rules and regulations imposed by 
the secretary of commerce and to maintain, or cause to 
be maintained, the highways or roads constructed or 
improved with the aid of funds so appropriated, and to 
make adequate provisions for carrying out such main­
tenance. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.08.020. Prior: 1 937 c 53 § 46; 
RRS § 6400-46; 1 9 1 7  c 76 § 3 ;  RRS § 6846.] 

47.08.030 Allocation of fines and forfeitures. All fines 
and forfeitures collected for violation of any of the pro­
visions of this title when the violation thereof occurred 
outside of any incorporated city or town shall be dis­
tributed and paid into the proper funds for the follow­
ing purposes : One-half shall be paid into the county 
road fund of the county in which the violation oc­
curred; one-fourth into the state fund for the support of 
state parks and parkways ;  and one-fourth into the 
highway safety fund: Provided, That all fees, fines, for­
feitures and penalties collected or assessed by a justice 
court because of the violation of a state law shall be re­
mitted as provided in chapter 3.62 RCW as now exists 
or is later amended. 

All fines and forfeitures collected for the violation of 
any of the provisions of this title when the violation 
thereof occurred inside any incorporated city or town 
shall be distributed and paid into the proper funds for 
the following purposes: One-half shall be paid into the 
city street fund of such incorporated city or town for 
the construction and maintenance of city streets; one­
fourth into the state fund for the support of state parks 
and parkways; and one-fourth into the highway safety 
fund: Provided, That all fees, fines, forfeitures and pen­
alties collected or assessed by a justice court because of 
the violation of a state law shall be remitted as provided 
in chapter 3 .62 RCW as now exists or is later amended. 
[ 1969 ex:s. c 1 99 § 26; 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.08.030. Prior: 1 949 
c 75 § 1 ;  1 937 c 53 § 96; Rem. Supp. 1 949 § 6400-96.] 

47.08.040 Contracts with United States as to state 
highway property. Whenever it -is or may become neces­
sary or desirable for the federal government or any 
agency thereof to acquire an interest in or in any way 
damage any property or interest therein owned by the 
state of Washington and used in connection with any 
highway in the state of Washington in connection with 

any federal project for the development of any river 
within or partially within the state of Washington, the 
highway commission of the state of Washington shall 
be and hereby is authorized, empowered and directed 
to negotiate and enter into an agreement with the prop­
er agency of the federal government as to the rights 
which shall be acquired, the compensation which shall 
be made therefor and the character of instruments by 
which said rights shall be conveyed, and as to any other 
matters which may be necessary in order to satisfy the 
requirements of the federal government: Provided, That 
if the agreement is required to be reduced to writing, 
the writing be approved as to form by the attorney 
general of the state of Washington. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.08-
.040. Prior: 1 937 c 1 1 3 § 1 ;  RRS § 6450-9 1 .] 

47.08.050 Contracts with United States as to state 
highway property-Governor to execute instrument to 
the United States Whenever in pursuance of the au­
thority contained in RCW 47.08.040 the highway com­
mission shall have entered into an agreement with the 
federal government or any agency thereof requiring the 
execution of any deed, flowage easement, or instrument 
of any nature, to the said federal government or agency, 
and the said instrument is approved as to form by the 
attorney general of the state of Washington, the gover­
nor of the state of Washington shall be and he hereby is 
authorized and directed without further authority and 
in the name of the state of Washington to execute and 
deliver to the proper agency of the federal government 
any such instrument or instruments which shall be, 
when attested by the secretary of state, binding upon 
the state of Washington. [ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47.08.050. Prior: 
1 937 c 1 1 3 § 2 ;  RRS § 6450-92.] 

47.08.060 Contracts with United States as to state 
highway property--Disposal of funds from the United 
States Whenever any moneys shall be realized by the 
state of Washington as a result of any agreement au­
thorized by RCW 47.08.040, the same shall be deposit­
ed in the treasury of the state of Washington to the 
credit of the motor vehicle fund, and shall be available 
for highway purposes only. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 145 § 45 ; 1 96 1  
c 1 3  § 47.08.060. Prior: 1 937 c 1 1 3 § 3 ;  RRS § 6450-93.] 

47.08.070 Cooperation in public works projects, ur­
ban public transportation systems. When in the opinion 
of the highway commission it appears that any state 
highway will be benefited or improved by the construc­
tion of any public works project, including any urban 
public transportation system, within the state of 
Washington by any of the departments of the state of 
Washington, by the federal government, or by any 
agency, instrumentality or municipal corporation of ei­
ther the state of Washington or the United States, the 
highway commission is hereby authorized to enter into 
cooperative agreements with any such state department, 
with the United States, or with any agency, instrumen­
tality or municipal corporation of either the state of 
Washington or the United States, wherein the state of 
Washington, acting through its highway commission, 
will participate in the cost of the public works project in 
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such �m
.
ount as may be determined by the highway 

commission to be the value of the benefits or improve­
ments to the particular state highway derived from the 
construction of said public works project. Under any 
such agreement the highway commission may contrib­
u�e to the cost of the public works project by making 
direct payment to the particular state department, fed­
eral government or to any agency, instrumentality or 
municipal corporation of either the state or the United 
States, or any thereof, which may be involved in said 
project, from any funds appropriated to the highway 
commission and available for highway purposes, or by 
doing a portion of the project either by day labor or by 
contract, or in any other manner as may be deemed 
advisable and necessary by the highway commission. 
[ 1 967 c 108 § 3 ;  1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.08.070. Prior: 1 945 c 1 27 
§ 2 ;  Rem. Supp. 1 945 § 6400- 12 1 .] 

Urban public transportation system defined: RCW 47.04.082. 

47.08.080 Funds when commission is in charge of 
county road improvements. In the event that any funds 
should become available from the federal government, 
or otherwise, for expenditure in conjunction with coun­
ty funds, for the construction, alteration, repair or im­
provement of any county road of any county and the 
same is to be performed by the highway commission, 
the state treasurer shall, upon notice from the highway 
commission thereof, set aside from any moneys in the 
motor vehicle fund credited to any such county, the 
cost thereof, together with the cost of engineering, su­
pervision, and other proper items, or so much of the 
money in the state treasury to the credit of such county 
as may be necessary for use in conjunction with funds 
from the federal government to accomplish such work, 
the same to be performed by the highway commission 
and paid from the money so set aside upon vouchers 
approved and submitted by the highway commission in 
the same manner as payment is made for such work on 
state highways: Provided, That the board of county 
commissioners of any such county shall have, by proper 
resolution, filed in duplicate in the office of the highway 
commission and approved by it, determined the county 
road construction, alteration, repair or improvement to 
be performed in such county and the same is found to 
conform in all respects to the requirements necessary 
for the use of such funds of the federal government. 
[ 1 973 c 1 06 § 22; 196 1  c 1 3  § 47.08.080. Prior : 1 937 c 
1 87 § 59; RRS § 645{}.-59.) 

47.08.090 Funds when commission is in charge of city 
street improvements. In  the event that any funds should 
become available from the federal government or oth­
erwise for expenditure in conjunction with funds accru­
ing to any incorporated city or town for the 
construction, alteration, repair or improvement of its 
city streets designated as forming a part of the route of 
any state highway through such incorporated city or 
town and the same is to be performed by the highway 
commission, the state treasurer shall, upon notice from 
the highway commission thereof, set aside from any 
moneys in the motor vehicle fund credited to such in­
corporated city or town, the cost thereof or so much 
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money in the state treasury to the credit of such incor­
porated city or town as may be necessary in conjunc­
tion with such funds from the federal government or 
otherwise to accomplish such work, the same to be paid 
by the state auditor from the money so set aside upon 
vouchers approved and submitted by the highway com­
mission in the same manner as payment is made for 
work on state highways. In the event that any such in­
corporated city or town shall have agreed with the state 
of Washington or the federal government as a condition 
precedent to the acquiring of federal funds for con­
struction on any city street of such incorporated city or 
town designated as forming a part of the route of any 
state highways, that the same will be maintained to a 
standard and such incorporated city or town fails to so 
maintain such city street, then the highway commission 
may perform such maintenance and the state auditor is 
authorized to deduct the cost thereof from any funds 
credited or to be credited to such incorporated city or 
town and pay the same on vouchers approved and sub­
mitted by the highway commission in the same manner 
as payment is made for work performed on state high­
ways. [ 1 973 c 1 06 § 23 ; 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.08.090. Prior: 
1 937 c 1 87 § 65 ; RRS § 6450--{)5.) 

47.08.100 Illegal use of county or city road funds-­
Procedure to correct. The highway commission is au­
thorized from time to time to investigate expenditures 
from the county road fund and the city street fund; and 
if it determines that unauthorized, illegal or wrongful 
expenditures are being or have been made from said 
fund it is authorized to proceed as follows: If  the coun­
ty road fund is involved it shall notify in writing the 
board of county commissioners and the county treasur­
er of its determination; and if the city street fund is in­
volved it shall notify the city council or commission and 
the mayor and city treasurer of the city or town of its 
determination. In its determination the highway com­
mission is authorized to demand of said officials that 
the wrongful or illegal expenditures shall be stopped, 
adjusted, or remedied and that restitution of any 
wrongful or illegal diversion or use shall be made; and 
it may notify said officials that if the wrong is not 
stopped, remedied, or adjusted, or restitution made to 
its satisfaction within a specified period fixed by it, it 
will direct the withholding of further payments to the 
county or city from the motor vehicle fund. The county 
or city shall have ten days after such notice is given 
within which to correct or remedy the wrong, or 
wrongful and illegal practices, to make restitution or to 
adjust the matter to the satisfaction of the highway 
commission. 

If no correction, remedy, adjustment or restitution is 
made within said ten days to the satisfaction of the 
commission it shall have power to request in writing 
that the state treasurer withhold further payments from 
the motor vehicle fund to such county or city; and it 
shall be the duty of the state treasurer upon being so 
not�fied to withhold further payments from the motor 
vehi�le fund to the county or city involved until such 
officials are notified in writing by the commission that 
payments may be resumed. 
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The commission is also authorized to notify in writ­
ing the prosecuting attorney of the county in which 
such violation occurs of the facts, and it shall be the 
duty of the prosecuting attorney to file charges and to 
criminally prosecute any and all persons guilty of any 
such violation. [ 1 973 c 106 § 24; 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.08. 100. 
Prior: 1 943 c 82 § 13 ,  part; 1 937 c 1 87 § 66, part; Rem. 
Supp. 1943 § 6450--66, part.] 

47.08.1 10 Penalty for misuse of county or city road 
funds-General penalty. It shall be unlawful and a 
misdemeanor, unless the same is by this title or other 
law of this state declared to be a felony or gross misde­
meanor, to divert or use, or authorize, permit or partic­
ipate in the diversion or use of any moneys in the 
county road fund or in the city street fund for any other 
purpose or in any other manner than that authorized by 
law. [ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47.08. 1 10. Prior: 1 943 c 82 § 13 ,  part; 
1 937 c 187 § 66, part; Rem. Supp. 1 943 § 6450--66, 
part.] 

47.08.120 Highway equipment fund. There is hereby 
created in the state treasury a state fund to be known as 
the "highway equipment fund," the same to be used by 
the highway commission as a revolving fund to be ex­
pended for salaries, wages and operations required for 
the repair, replacement, purchase and operation of 
equipment and for purchase of equipment, materials 
and supplies to be used as follows: ( 1 )  In the adminis­
tration and operation of this fund; (2) in the adminis­
tration, maintenance and construction of highways and 
highway facilities; and (3) for the operation by the 
highway commission of an automobile pool of state 
owned vehicles. 

The highway equipment fund shall be credited, in the 
case of equipment, with a reasonable rental assessed 
upon the use of such equipment by the various state 
departments, and in the case of materials and supplies, 
with a reasonable charge for such materials and sup­
plies. Such credit for rental and charges for materials 
an

.
d �upplies shall be charged against the proper appro­

pnahon therefor. 
Equipment may be rented and materials and supplies 

may be sold out of this fund to any federal, state, 
county or city political subdivision or governmental 
agency. The terms and charges for such rental and the 
prices for such sale shall be solely within the discretion 
of the highway commission and its determination of the 
charge for rental or sale price shall be considered a 
reasonable rental charge or a reasonable sale price. Any 
political subdivision or governmental agency shall make 
payment for such rental or for purchase of such materi­
als or supplies directly to the highway equipment fund 
at the office of the state highway commission at 
Olympia. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47 .08. 120. Prior: 1 943 c 135  § I ;  
1935 c 144 § 10;  Rem. Supp. 1 943 § 6600-I c.] 

47.08.121 Highway equipment fund declared revolv­
ing fund of proprietary nature--Use. The "highway 
equipment fund" as established by RCW 47.08. 1 20 is 
declared to be a revolving fund of a proprietary nature 
and moneys that are or will be deposited in this fund 

are hereby authorized for expenditures for the purposes 
provided by law. [ 1 961  c 1 3  § 47.08. 1 2 1 .  Prior: I 959 c 
326 § 3.] 

47.08. 130 Custody of federal funds--Disburse­
ment. The state treasurer is hereby authorized and di­
rected to receive and have custody of such funds and 
warrants drawn by the secretary of commerce or other 
authorized agent of the United States as are made 
available for payment by the secretary of the treasury 
of the United States under the provisions of the federal 
aid road act approved July I I , 1 9 1 6, and all acts amen­
datory or supplementary thereto, disbursing the same 
under such terms and conditions as may be prescribed 
by the secretary of commerce or by the secretary of the 
treasury or other authorized agent of the U nited States. 
The state treasurer is further authorized and directed to 
pay from the motor vehicle fund for the use of the 
highway commission such funds as may be necessary 
upon any project in anticipation of reimbursement by 
the government of the United States. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47-
.08. 1 30. Prior: 1 937 c 53 § 45 ; RRS § 6400--45 ;  I 93 I  c 
1 29 § I ;  1 929 c 146 § 1 ;  1 927 c 214  § I ;  1 925 c 4 § I ;  
I 923 c 41  § I ;  1 92 1  c 89 § 1 ;  1 9 1 9  c 56 § I ;  RRS § 
6850.] 
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STATE HIGHWAYS IN URBAN AREAS 
47.10.775 Issuance and sale of limited obligation bonds, terms, 

conditions, retirement, use of proceeds, etc. 

COUNTY AND CITY ARTERIALS IN URBAN AREAS 
47.10.777 Issuance and sale of limited obligation bonds, terms, 

conditions, retirement, use of proceeds, etc. 

FIRST PRIORITY PROJECT-195 1  ACT 

47.10.010 First priority highway projects-Decla­
ration of. Reconstruction of primary state highway No. 
1 from Oregon to British Columbia, construction of 
four traffic lanes at Snoqualmie Pass, construction of an 
adequate highway bridge from Pasco to Kennewick and 
construction of county arterial highways and farm to 
market roads in Grant, Franklin and Adams counties to 
coincide with the opening of lands for settlement in the 
Columbia Basin irrigation project, are declared to be 
highway projects of the first priority. The construction 
of such projects is required in the interest of the public 
safety and for the orderly development of the state. The 
reimbursement of the motor vehicle fund for money 
used to purchase Agate Pass Bridge bonds will also 
make possible other war emergency or high priority 
highway construction. The threat of war makes acceler­
ation of construction a vital necessity at this time. [ 196 1 
c 13 § 47. 10.010. Prior: 195 1 c 1 2 1  § 1 .] 

47.10.020 Bond issue authorized--Use of motor 
vehicle fund. To provide funds for accelerating con­
struction of these first priority projects, and to reim­
burse the motor vehicle fund for money expended for 
Agate Pass Bridge construction there shall be issued 
and sold limited obligation bonds of the state of 
Washington in the sum of sixty-six million seven hun­
dred three thousand, six hundred and twenty-five dol­
lars. The issuance, sale and retirement of said bonds 
shall be under the general supervision and control of 
the state finance committee. The state finance commit­
tee shall, when notified by the Washington state high­
way commission, provide for the issuance of coupon or 
registered bonds to be dated, issued and sold from time 
to time in such amounts as may be necessary to the or­
derly progress of construction of the first priority pro­
jects : Provided, That if funds are available in the motor 
vehicle fund in an amount greater than is necessary to 
pay current demands such funds may be used to fi­
nance these first priority projects until such time as 
bonds are sold, as provided by law, at which time the 
motor vehicle fund shall be reimbursed. [ 1 96 1  c 13  § 
47. 10.020. Prior: 1 955 c 1 17 § 1 ;  195 1  c 1 2 1  § 2.] 

47.10.030 Form and term of bonds. Each of such 
bonds shall be made payable at any time not exceeding 
twenty-five years from the date of its issuance, with 
such reserved rights of prior redemption as the state fi­
nance committee may prescribe to be specified therein. 
The bonds shall be signed by the governor and the state 
auditor under the seal of the state, one of which signa­
tures shall be made manually and the other signature 
may be in printed facsimile, and any coupons attached 
to such bonds shall be signed by the same officers 

whose signatures thereon may be in printed facsimile. 
Any bonds may be registered in the name of the holder 
on presentation to the state treasurer or at the fiscal 
agency of the state of Washington in New York City, as 
to principal alone, or as to both principal and interest 
under such regulations as the state treasurer may pre­
scribe. Such bonds shall be payable at such places as 
the state finance committee may provide. All bonds is­
sued under authority of RCW 47. 1 0.01 0  through 47. 10-
. 140 shall be fully negotiable instruments. [ 1 96 1  c 13  § 
47. 10.030. Prior: 1 95 1  c 1 2 1  § 3.] 

47.10.040 Bonds not general obligations-Taxes 
pledged. Bonds issued under the provisions of RCW 
47. 10.0 10 through 47. 10. 1 40 shall distinctly state that 
they are not a general obligation of the state, but are 
payable in the manner provided in RCW 47. 1 0.0 10 
through 47. 10. 140 from the proceeds of all state excise 
taxes on motor vehicle fuels imposed by chapter 82.36 
RCW and RCW 82.36.020, 82.36.230, 82.36.250, and 
82.36.400, as derived from chapter 58, Laws of 1933, as 
amended, and as last amended by chapter 220, Laws of 
1949; and chapter 82.40 RCW and RCW 82.40.020, as 
derived from chapter 1 27, Laws of 1941 ,  as amended, 
and as last amended by chapter 220, Laws of 1 949. The 
proceeds of such excise taxes are hereby pledged to the 
payment of any bonds and the interest thereon issued 
under the provisions of RCW 47. 10.01 0  through 47. 1 0-
. 1 40, and the legislature hereby agrees to continue to 
impose the same excise taxes on motor vehicle fuels in 
amounts sufficient to pay the principal and interest on 
all bonds issued under the provisions of RCW 47. 10.010 
through 47. 10. 140 when due. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47. 10.040. 
Prior: 1 95 1  c 1 2 1  § 4.] 

47.10.050 Sale of bonds. The bonds issued hereun­
der shall be in denominations to be prescribed by the 
state finance committee and may be sold in such man­
ner and in such amounts and at such times and on such 
terms and conditions as the committee may prescribe. If 
bonds are sold to any purchaser other than the state of 
Washington, they shall be sold at public sale, and it 
shall be the duty of the state finance committee to cause 
such sale to be advertised in such manner as it shall 
deem sufficient. Bonds issued under the provisions of 
RCW 47. 10.010 through 47. 10. 140 shall be legal invest­
ment for any of the funds of the state, except the per­
manent school fund: Provided, That bonds authorized 
herein to reimburse the motor vehicle fund for the cost 
of the Agate Pass Bridge construction shall be sold at 
the earliest date which the committee finds feasible. 
[ 1 96 1  c 13  § 47. 10.050. Prior: 195 1 c 1 2 1  § 5.] 

47.10.060 Proceeds-Deposit and use. The money 
arising from the sale of said bonds shall be deposited in 
the state treasury to the credit of the motor vehicle fund 
and such money shall be available only for the con­
struction of such first priority projects, reimbursement 
of the motor vehicle fund for money expended for con­
struction of the Agate Pass Bridge in order to make 
such money available for war emergency highway pro­
jects or other high priority highway uses, and payment 

(Trtle 47--p 17] 



47.10.060 Title 47: Public Highways 

of the expense incurred in the printing, issuance and 
sale of any such bonds. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47. 10.060. Prior : 
1 95 1  c 1 2 1  § 6.] 

47.10.070 Source of funds for payment of principal 
and interest. Any funds required to repay such bonds, 
or the interest thereon when due, subject to the proviso 
of this section, shall be taken from that portion of the 
motor vehicle fund which results from the imposition of 
all excise taxes on motor vehicle fuels and which is, or 
may be, appropriated to the highway department for 
state highway purposes, and shall never constitute a 
charge against any allocations of such funds to coun­
ties, cities and towns unless and until the amount of the 
motor vehicle fund arising from the excise taxes on 
motor vehicle fuels and available for state highway 
purposes proves insufficient to meet the requirements 
for bond retirement or the interest on any bonds: Pro­
vided, That money required hereunder to pay interest 
on or to retire any bonds issued for Columbia Basin 
county arterial highways or farm to market roads shall 
be repaid by any such county or counties wherein such 
highways or roads are constructed in the manner set 
forth in RCW 47. 1 0. 1 10. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47. 10.070. Prior: 
1 95 1  c 1 2 1  § 7.] 

47.10.080 Highway bond retirement fund. At least 
one year prior to the date any interest is due and pay­
able on such bonds or before the maturity date of any 
bonds, the state finance committee shall estimate, sub­
ject to the provisions of RCW 47. 10.070, the percentage 
of the receipts in money of the motor vehicle fund, re­
sulting from collection of excise taxes on motor vehicle 
fuels, for each month of the year which will be required 
to meet interest or bond payments hereunder when due, 
and shall notify the state treasurer of such estimated 
requirement. The state treasurer shall thereafter from 
time to time each month as such funds are paid into the 
motor vehicle fund, transfer such percentage of the 
monthly receipts from excise taxes on motor vehicle 
fuels of the motor vehicle fund to the highway bond re­
tirement fund, which is hereby established, and which 
fund shall be available solely for payment of such in­
terest or bonds when due. If in any month it shall ap­
pear that the estimated percentage of money so made is 
insufficient to meet the requirements for interest or 
bond retirement, the treasurer shall notify the state fi­
nance committee forthwith and such committee shall 
adjust its estimates so that all requirements for interest 
and principal of all bonds issued shall be fully met at 
all times. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47. 10.080. Prior: 1 95 1  c 1 2 1  § 8.] 

47.10.090 Excess sums in bond retirement fund-­
Use. Whenever the percentage of the motor vehicle 
fund arising from excise taxes on motor fuels, payable 
into the highway bond retirement fund, shall prove 
more than is required for the payment of interest on 
bonds when due, or current retirement of bonds, any 
excess may, in the discretion of the state finance com­
mittee, be available for the prior redemption of any 
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bonds or remain available in the fund to reduce the re­
quirements upon the fuel excise tax portion of the mo­
tor vehicle fund at the next interest or bond payment 
period. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47. 10.090. Prior: 1 95 1  c 12 1  § 1 1 .] 

47.10.100 Allocation of bonds. The bonds authorized 
herein are allocated to the first priority projects as 
follows: 

( I )  Forty-nine million two hundred fifty thousand 
dollars of the total issue for the acceleration of the re­
construction of primary state highway No. I ,  said 
amount to be expended on said primary state highway 
No. I as follows: Thirty-three million five hundred 
thousand dollars between Everett, Seattle, Tacoma, 
Olympia, Chehalis, Centralia, Kelso, Vancouver, and 
the Oregon boundary line, and fifteen million seven 
hundred fifty thousand dollars between Everett and the 
Canadian boundary line; 

(2) Six million five hundred thousand dollars of the 
total issue for the construction of the highway bridge 
from Pasco to Kennewick; 

(3) Four million two hundred fifty thousand dollars 
of the total issue for the construction of a four lane 
highway at Snoqualmie Pass; 

(4) Five million dollars of the total issue for the con­
struction of Columbia Basin county arterial highways 
and farm to market roads in Grant, Franklin and 
Adams counties, for which the state must be reimbursed 
as provided in RCW 47. 10. 1 1  0; and 

(5) One million seven hundred three thousand six 
hundred twenty-five dollars of the total issue for reim­
bursement of the motor vehicle fund for money spent 
for Washington toll bridge authority bonds purchased 
in connection with the construction of the Agate Pass 
Bridge, said sum of one million seven hundred three 
thousand six hundred twenty-five dollars to be used 
when it becomes available in the motor vehicle fund, 
under allotments to be made by the director of high­
ways, for war emergency or other high priority highway 
projects: Provided, That no bonds shall be issued for 
Columbia Basin county arterial highway and road pur­
poses unless expenditures are actually required for the 
settlement of lands ready for irrigation in the Columbia 
Basin project and all construction of arterial highways 
and roads in such counties shall be accomplished by the 
engineering forces of the various counties under the su­
pervision of the director of highways. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47-
. 10. 100. Prior: 195 1 c 1 2 1  § 1 2.] 

47.10.1 10 Columbia Basin highway projects-Re­
imbursement by counties. The director of highways shall 
report separately to the state finance committee all 
sums expended from funds resulting from the sale of 
bonds for Columbia Basin county arterial highways and 
farm to market roads in Grant, Franklin and Adams 
counties under the provisions of RCW 47. 1 0.010  
through 47. 1 0. 140. Such counties shall repay to the state 
all the cost of any Columbia Basin highway or road fa­
cilities actually constructed under the provisions of 
RCW 47. 1 0.010  through 47. 1 0. 140 within each of such 
counties as follows: The state finance committee, at 
least one year prior to the date any interest is due and 
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payable on such bonds or before the maturity date of 
any such bonds, shall ascertain the percentage of the 
motor vehicle funds arising from the excise taxes on 
motor vehicle fuels, which is to be transferred to such 
counties under the provisions of law which will be nec­
essary to pay all of the interest upon or retire when due 
all of the portion of said bonds chargeable to expendi­
tures incurred under the provisions of RCW 47. 10.0 10  
through 47. 10. 140 in  each of said counties. The state fi­
nance committee shall notify the state treasurer of this 
estimate and the treasurer shall thereafter, when distri­
butions are made from the motor vehicle fund to coun­
ties, retain such percentage of the total sums credited to 
such counties as aforesaid in the motor vehicle fund 
arising from the excise taxes on motor vehicle fuels un­
til such fund is fully reimbursed for all expenditures 
under RCW 47. 1 0.0 1 0  through 47. 10. 140 in Grant, 
Adams and Franklin counties. Any money so retained 
shall be available for state highway purposes. [ 1 96 1  c 13 
§ 47. 10. 1 10. Prior: 195 1 c 121  § 9.] 

47.10.120 Columbia Basin highway projects--Limit 
as to amounts currently retained. The sums retained 
from motor vehicle funds arising from the excise taxes 
on motor vehicle fuel, of any such counties shall not 
exceed in any distribution period fifty percent of the 
total amount to be credited to such county. If there 
shall be a deficit in the amount available for reimburse­
ment of the motor vehicle fund, due to this provision, 
then such deficit shall continue to be a charge against 
any sums due any such county from the motor vehicle 
fund from such excise taxes until the full cost of such 
Columbia Basin highway facilities is paid. [ 196 1 c 13  § 
47. 10. 120. Prior : 195 1 c 1 2 1  § 10.] 

47.10.130 Agate Pass Bridge to become toll fr·,..ee=---­
CanceUation of Agate Pass bonds. When the state fi­
nance committee has made arrangements for the sale of 
sufficient bonds to reimburse the motor vehicle fund in 
the sum of one million seven hundred three thousand 
six hundred twenty-five dollars as aforesaid, the com­
mittee shall notify the Washington toll bridge authority 
and the authority is thereafter directed to transfer the 
Agate Pass Bridge to the highway department for oper­
ation as a toll free part of the state highway system. The 
bonds of the authority issued to construct the Agate 
Pass Bridge shall then be canceled. [ 1 96 1  c 13  § 47. 10-
. 130. Prior: 1 95 1  c 1 2 1  § 1 3.) 

47.10.140 Appropriation from motor vehicle fund. 
There is appropriated from the motor vehicle fund for 
the biennium ending March 3 1 ,  1953 the sum of sixty­
six million seven hundred three thousand six hundred 
and twenty-five dollars, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary, to carry out the provisions of RCW 47. 10.010 
through 47. 10. 140, but no money shall be available un­
der this appropriation from said fund unless a like 
amount of the bonds provided for herein are sold and 
the money derived deposited to the credit of such fund. 
[ 196 1  c 1 3  § 47. 1 0. 140. Prior: 1 95 1  c 121  § 1 5. ]  

ADDITIONAL BONDS-1953 ACT 

47. 10.150 Declaration of necessity for additional 

funds. Increased construction costs for highway and 
bridge construction since the enactment of a highway 
bond issue by the 195 1 legislature makes necessary ad­
ditional money with which to complete the sections of 
primary state highway No. 1 planned from funds allo­
cated under RCW 47. 10.0 10 through 47. 1 0. 140 and it is 
vital to the economy of the state and the safety of the 
traffic that these sections shall be completed to relieve 
traffic congestions, to add capacity in event of war, and 
to presently insure greater safety to highway users; the 
rapid increase of traffic across Snoqualmie Pass neces­
sitates continued improvement of primary state high­
way No. 2 to provide four-lane paving contiguous to 
Snoqualmie Pass as the funds will permit; the rapid in­
crease of traffic and the facilitation of movement of 
military forces and equipment from the military centers 
of the state makes imperative the construction of a 
highway from primary state highway No. 2 beginning 
approximately four miles west of North Bend thence 
southwesterly by the most feasible route by the way of 
Auburn to a junction with primary state highway No. I 
in the vicinity of Milton; said highway to follow ap­
proximately the route surveyed by the director of high­
ways and covered in the report filed by him with the 
195 1  legislature commonly known as the "Echo Lake 
Route," as the funds provided for herein will permit; 
the construction of secondary state highways in to the 
Columbia Basin area is immediately necessary to pro­
vide needed state arterial highways for the irrigated 
lands of the Columbia Basin areas to market centers 
and thereby encourage the full development of the bas­
in project. The construction of such projects is required 
in the interest of the public safety and for the orderly 
development of the state. The threat of war makes ac­
celeration of construction a vital necessity at this time. 
[ 196 1 c 13 § 47. 10. 150. Prior: 1 953 c 1 54 § 1 .] 

47.10.160 Additional bonds-Issuance and sale au­
thorized--Use of motor vehicle fund. To provide funds 
for accelerating construction of these priority projects 
there shall be issued and sold limited obligation bonds 
of the state of Washington in the sum of eighteen mil­
lion dollars. The issuance, sale and retirement of said 
bonds shall be under the general supervision and con­
trol of the state finance committee. The state finance 
committee shall, when notified by the Washington state 
highway commission, provide for the issuance of cou­
pon or registered bonds to be dated, issued and sold 
from time to time in such amounts as may be necessary 
to the orderly progress of construction of the first pri­
ority projects: Provided, That if funds are available in 
the motor vehicle fund in an amount greater than is 
necessary to pay current demands such funds may be 
used to finance these first priority projects until such 
time as bonds are sold, as provided by law, at which 
time the motor vehicle fund shall be reimbursed. [ 1 96 1  
c 13  § 47. 10. 160. Prior: 1955 c 1 1 7 § 2; 1 953 c 1 54  § 2.] 
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47. 10. 170 Additional bonds--Form and term of 
bonds. Each of such bonds shall be made payable at 
any time not exceeding twenty-five years from the date 
of its issuance, with such reserved rights of prior re­
demption as the state finance committee may prescribe 
to be specified therein. The bonds shall be signed by the 
governor and the state auditor under the seal of the 
state, one of which signatures shall be made manually 
and the other signature may be in printed facsimile, and 
any coupons attached to such bonds shall be signed by 
the same officers whose signatures thereon may be in 
printed facsimile. Any bonds may be registered in the 
name of the holder on presentation to the state treasur­
er or at the fiscal agency of the state of Washington in 
New York City, as to principal alone, or as to both 
principal and interest under such regulations as the 
state treasurer may prescribe. Such bonds shall be pay­
able at such places as the state finance committee may 
provide. All bonds issued under authority of RCW 47-
. 10. 1 50 through 47. 10.270 shall be fully negotiable in­
struments. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47. 10. 1 70. Prior: 1 953 c 1 54 § 3.] 

47.10. 180 Additional bonds--Bonds not general 
obligations-Taxes pledged. Bonds issued under the 
provisions of RCW 47. 10. 1 50 through 47. 10.270 shall 
distinctly state that they are not a general obligation of 
the state, but are payable in the manner provided in 
RCW 47. 1 0. 1 50 through 47. 10.270 from the proceeds of 
all state excise taxes on motor vehicle fuels imposed by 
chapter 82.36 RCW and RCW 82.36.020, 82.36.230, 82-
.36.250, and 82.36.400, as derived from chapter 58, 
Laws of 1 933, as amended, and as last amended by 
chapter 220, Laws of 1 949; and chapter 82.40 RCW 
and RCW 82.40.020, as derived from chapter 1 27, Laws 
of 1 94 1 ,  as amended, and as last amended by chapter 
220, Laws of 1 949. The proceeds of such excise taxes 
are hereby pledged to the payment of any bonds and 
the interest thereon issued under the provisions of 
RCW 47. 1 0. 1 50 through 47. 10.270 and the legislature 
hereby agrees to continue to impose the same excise 
taxes on motor vehicle fuels in amounts sufficient to 
pay the principal and interest on all bonds issued under 
the provisions of RCW 47. 10. 1 50 through 47. 10.270 
when due. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47. 10. 1 80. Prior: 1 953 c 1 54 § 4.] 

47.10.190 Additional bonds--Sale of bonds. The 
bonds issued under RCW 47. 10. 1 50 through 47. 10.270 
shall be in denominations to be prescribed by the state 
finance committee and may be sold in such manner and 
in such amounts and at such times and on such terms 
and conditions as the committee may prescribe. If 
bonds are sold to any purchaser other than the state of 
Washington, they shall be sold at public sale, and it 
shall be the duty of the state finance committee to cause 
such sale to be advertised in such manner as it shall 
deem sufficient. Bonds issued under the provisions of 
RCW 47. 10. 1 50 through 47. 10.270 shall be legal invest­
ment for any of the funds of the state, except the per­
manent school fund. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47. 10. 190. Prior: 1 953 
c 1 54 § 5 . ]  
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47.10.200 Additional bonds--Proceeds--Deposit 
and use. The money arising from the sale of said bonds 
shall be deposited in the state treasury to the credit of 
the motor vehicle fund and such money shall be avail­
able only for the construction of such priority projects, 
and payment of the expense incurred in the printing, 
issuance and sale of any such bonds. [ 1 96 1  c 13  § 47-
. 10.200. Prior: 1 953 c 1 54 § 6.] 

47.10.210 Additional bonds--Source of funds for 
payment of principal and interest. Any funds required to 
repay such bonds, or the interest thereon when due 
shall be taken from that portion of the motor vehicle 
fund which results from the imposition of all excise 
taxes on motor vehicle fuels and which is, or may be, 
appropriated to the highway department for state high­
way purposes, and shall never constitute a charge 
against any allocations of such funds to counties, cities 
and towns unless and until the amount of the motor 
vehicle fund arising from the excise taxes on motor ve­
hicle fuels and available for state highway purposes 
proves insufficient to meet the requirements for bond 
retirement or the interest on any bonds. [ 1 96 1  c 13 § 
47. 10.2 1 0. Prior: 1 953 c 1 54 § 7.] 

47.10.220 Additional bonds--Highway bond retire-­
ment fund. At least one year prior to the date any in­
terest is due and payable on such bonds or before the 
maturity date of any bonds, the state finance committee 
shall estimate the percentage of the receipts in money of 
the motor vehicle fund, resulting from collection of ex­
cise taxes on motor vehicle fuels, for each month of the 
year which will be required to meet interest or bond 
payments under RCW 47. 1 0. 1 50 through 47. 1 0.270 
when due, and shall notify the state treasurer of such 
estimated requirement. The state treasurer shall there­
after from time to time each month as such funds are 
paid into the motor vehicle fund, transfer such percent­
age of the monthly receipts from excise taxes on motor 
vehicle fuels of the motor vehicle fund to the highway 
bond retirement fund, and which fund shall be avail· 
able solely for payment of such interest or bonds when 
due. If in any month it shall appear that the estimated 
percentage of money so made is insufficient to meet the 
requirements for interest or bond retirement, the trea­
surer shall notify the state finance committee forthwith 
and such committee shall adjust its estimate so that all 
requirements for interest and principal of all bonds is­
sued shall be fully met at all times. [ 1 96 1  c l 3  § 47. 10-
.220. Prior: 1953 c 1 54 § 8.] 

47.10.230 Additional bonds--Excess sums in bond 
retirement fund-Use. Whenever the percentage of 
the motor vehicle fund arising from excise taxes on 
motor fuels, payable into the highway bond retirement 
fund, shall prove more than is required for the payment 
of interest on bonds when due, or current retirement of 
bonds, any excess may, in the discretion of the state fi­
nance committee, be available for the prior redemption 
of any bonds or remain available in the fund to reduce 
the requirements upon the fuel excise tax portion of the 
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motor vehicle fund at the next interest or bond payment 
period. [ 196 1 c 13 § 47. 10.230. Prior: 1953 c 1 54 § 9.] 

47.10.240 Additional bonds--Allocation--Pri­
mary state highway No. 1 .  Seven million dollars of the 
total issue of the bonds authorized by RCW 47. 10. 1 50 
through 47. 10.270 are allocated for accelerating the 
completion of four-lane construction of primary state 
highway No. 1 .  [ 1 96 1  c 13  § 47. 10.240. Prior: 1953 c 154 
§ 10.] 

47.10.250 Additional bonds--Allocation--Pri­
mary state highway No. 2, Snoqualmie Pass. Five million 
dollars of the total issue of the bonds authorized by 
RCW 47. 10. 1 50 through 47. 1 0.270 are allocated for ac­
celerating four-lane construction of primary state high­
way No. 2 contiguous to Snoqualmie Pass. { 1 96 1  c 13  § 
47. 10.250. Prior: 1953 c 1 54 § 1 1 .] 

47. 10.260 Additional bonds--Allocation--
Columbia Basin highways. Three million dollars of the 
total issue of the bonds authorized by RCW 47. 10. 1 50 
through 47. 10.270 are allocated for accelerating the 
construction of secondary state highways in the 
Columbia Basin area. [ 196 1 c 13 § 47. 10.260. Prior: 
1953 c 1 54 § 12. ]  

47.10.270 Additional bonds--Allocation--Echo 
Lake route. Three million dollars of the total issue of 
the bonds authorized by RCW 47. 10. 1 50 through 47-
. 10.270 are allocated insofar as said funds will permit to 
the construction of a highway from primary state high­
way No. 2 beginning approximately four miles west of 
North Bend thence southwesterly by the most feasible 
route by the way of Auburn to a junction with primary 
state highway No. I in the vicinity of Milton. [ 196 1 c 1 3  
§ 47. 10.270. Prior: 1953 c 1 54 § 13.] 

ADDITIONAL BONDS--1955 ACT 

47.10.280 Construction in Grant, Franklin, Adams 
counties authorized--Declaration of priority. Con­
struction of county arterial highways and farm to mar­
ket roads in Grant, Franklin and Adams counties to 
coincide with the opening of lands for settlement in the 
Columbia Basin irrigation project, is declared to be a 
project of the first priority. The construction of said 
project is required in the interest of the public safety 
and for the orderly development of the state. [ 1 96 1  c 13  
§ 47. 10.280. Prior: 1 955 c 3 1 1 § 1 .] 

47.10.290 Construction in Grant, Franklin, Adams 
counties authorized-Issuance and sale of bonds. To 
provide funds for construction of this first priority 
project, there shall be issued and sold limited obligation 
bonds of the state of Washington in the sum of four 
million three hundred thousand dollars. 

The issuance, sale and retirement of said bonds shall 
be under the general supervision and control of the 
state finance committee. The state finance committee 
shall, when notified by the director of highways, pro­
vide for the issuance of coupon or registered bonds to 

be dated, issued and sold from time to time in such 
amounts as may be necessary to the orderly progress of 
construction of this first priority project. [ 1 96 1  c 13  § 
47. 10.290. Prior: 1955 c 3 1 1  § 2.] 

47.10.300 Construction in Grant, Franklin, Adams 
counties authorized--Form and term of bonds. Each of 
such bonds shall be made payable at any time not ex­
ceeding twenty-five years from the date of its issuance, 
with such reserved rights of prior redemption as the 
state finance committee may prescribe to be specified 
therein. The bonds shall be signed by the governor and 
the state auditor under the seal of the state, one of 
which signatures shall be made manually and the other 
signatures may be printed facsimile. Any bonds may be 
registered in the name of the holder by the same officers 
whose signatures thereon may be in printed facsimile. 
Any bonds may be registered in the name of the holder 
on presentation to the state treasurer or at the fiscal 
agency of the state of Washington in New York City, as 
to principal alone, or as to both principal and interest 
under such regulations as the state treasurer may pre­
scribe. Such bonds shall be payable at such places as 
the state finance committee may provide. All bonds is­
sued under authority of RCW 47. 10.280 through 47. 1 0-
.400 shall be fully negotiable instruments. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 
47. 10.300. Prior: 1 955 c 3 1 1  § 3.] 

47.10.310 Construction in Grant, Franklin, Adams 
counties authorized--Bonds not general obliga­
tions--Taxes pledged. Bonds issued under the provi­
sions of RCW 47. 1 0.280 through 47. 1 0.400 shall 
distinctly state that they are not a general obligation of 
the state, but are payable in the manner provided in 
RCW 47. 10.280 through 47. 10.400 from the proceeds of 
all state excise taxes on motor vehicle fuels imposed by 
chapter 82.36 RCW, and RCW 82.36.020, 82.36.230, 
82.36.250 and 82.36.400; and chapter 82.40 RCW and 
RCW 82.40.020. The proceeds of such excise taxes are 
pledged to the payment of any bonds and the interest 
thereon issued under the provisions of RCW 47. 10.280 
through 47. 10.400. The legislature agrees to continue to 
impose the same excise taxes on motor fuels in amounts 
sufficient to pay the principal and interest on all bonds 
issued under the provisions of RCW 47. 1 0.280 through 
47. 10.400 when due. [ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47. 1 0.3 1 0. Prior: 1 955 
c 3 1 1  § 4.] 

47.10.320 Construction in Grant, Franklin, Adams 
counties authorized--Sale of bonds. The bonds issued 
hereunder shall be in denominations to be prescribed 
by the state finance committee. They may be sold in 
such manner and in such amounts and at such times 
and on such terms and conditions as the committee 
may prescribe. If such bonds are sold to any purchaser 
other than the state of Washington, they shall be sold at 
public sale. It shall be the duty of the state finance 
committee to cause such sale to be advertised in such 
manner as it shall deem sufficient. Bonds issued under 
the provisions of RCW 47. 1 0.280 through 47. 10.400 
shall be legal investment for any of the funds of the 
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state, except the permanent school fund. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 
47. 10.320. Prior: 1 955 c 3 1 1 § 5.] 

47. 10.330 Construction in Grant, Franklin, Adams 
counties authorized--Bond proceeds---Deposit and 
use. The money arising from the sale of said bonds shall 
be deposited in the state treasury to the credit of the 
motor vehicle fund and such money shall be available 
only for the construction of this first priority project, 
and payment of the expense incurred in the printing, 
issuance and sale of any such bonds. [ 1961 c 1 3  § 47-
. 1 0.330. Prior: 1 955 c 3 1 1  § 6.] 

47.10.340 Construction in Grant, Franklin, Adams 
counties authorized--Source of funds for payment of 
bond principal and interest. Any funds required to repay 
such bonds, or the interest thereon when due, subject to 
the proviso of this section, shall be taken from that 
portion of the motor vehicle fund which results from 
the imposition of all excise taxes on motor vehicle fuels 
and which is, or may be, appropriated to the highway 
department for state highway purposes. They shall nev­
er constitute a charge against any allocation of such 
funds to counties, cities and towns unless and until the 
amount of the motor vehicle fund arising from the ex­
cise taxes on motor vehicle fuels and available for state 
highway purposes proves insufficient to meet the re­
quirements for bond retirement or the interest on any 
bonds: Provided, That money required hereunder to 
pay interest on or to retire any bonds issued for 
Columbia Basin county arterial highways or farm to 
market roads shall be repaid by any such county or 
counties wherein such highways or roads are construct­
ed in the manner set forth in RCW 47. 10.360. [ 1 96 1  c 
1 3  § 47. 10.340. Prior : 1 955 c 3 1 1  § 7.] 

47.10.350 Construction in Grant, Franklin, Adams 
counties authorized-Highway bond retirement fund. 
At least one year prior to the date any interest is due 
and payable on such bonds or before the maturity date 
of any bonds, the state finance committee shall esti­
mate, subject to the provisions of RCW 47. 1 0.340, the 
percentage of receipts in money of the motor vehicle 
fuels, resulting from collection of excise taxes on motor 
vehicle fuels, for each month of the year which will be 
required to meet interest or bond payments hereunder 
when due, and shall notify the state treasurer of such 
estimated requirement. The state treasurer shall there­
after from time to time each month as such funds are 
paid into the motor vehicle fund, transfer such percent­
age of the monthly receipts from excise taxes on motor 
vehicle fuels of the motor vehicle fund to the highway 
bond retirement fund, which is hereby established, and 
which fund shall be available solely for payment of 
such interest or bonds when due. If in any month it 
shall appear that the estimated percentage of money so 
made is insufficient to meet the requirements for inter­
est or bond retirement, the treasurer shall notify the 
state finance committee forthwith and such committee 
shall adjust its estimates so that aU requirements for in­
terest and principal of all bonds issued shall be fully 
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met at all times. [ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47. 10.350. Prior: 1 955 c 
3 1 1  § 8.] 

47. 10.360 Construction in Grant, Franklin, Adams 
counties authorized--Reimbursement by counties. The 
director of highways shall report to the state finance 
committee all sums expended from funds resulting from 
the sale of bonds for Columbia Basin county arterial 
highways and farm to market roads in Grant, Franklin 
and Adams counties under the provisions of RCW 47-
. 10.280 through 47. 10.400. Said counties shall repay to 
the state all the cost of any Columbia Basin highway or 
road facilities actually constructed under the provisions 
of RCW 47. 10.280 through 47. 1 0.400 within each of 
said counties as follows: The state finance committee, 
at least one year prior to the date any such interest is 
due and payable on such bonds or before the maturity 
date of any such bonds, shall ascertain the percentage 
of the motor vehicle funds arising from the excise taxes 
on motor vehicle fuels, which is to be transferred to 
such counties under the provisions of law which will be 
necessary to pay all of the interest upon or retire when 
due all of the portion of said bonds chargeable to ex­
penditures incurred under the provisions of RCW 47-
. 1 0.280 through 47. 1 0.400 in each of said counties. The 
state finance committee shall notify the state treasurer 
of this estimate and the treasurer shall thereafter, when 
distributions are made from the motor vehicle fund to 
counties, retain such percentage of the total sums cred­
ited to such counties as aforesaid in the motor vehicle 
fund arising from such excise taxes on motor vehicle 
fuels until such fund is fully reimbursed for all expend­
itures under RCW 47. 1 0.280 through 47. 10.400 in 
Grant, Adams and Franklin counties. Any money so 
retained shall be available for state highway purposes. 
[ 1 96 1 c 1 3  § 47. 10.360. Prior: 1 955 c 3 1 1  § 9.] 

47.10.370 Construction in Grant, Franklin, Adams 
counties authorized--Limit as to amounts currently 
retained from excise taxes. The sums retained from mo­
tor vehicle funds, arising from the excise taxes on motor 
vehicle fuel, of any such counties shall not exceed in 
any distribution period fifty percent of the total amount 
to be credited to such county. If there shall be a deficit 
in the amount available for reimbursement of the motor 
vehicle fund, due to this provision, then such deficit 
shall continue to be a charge against any sums due any 
such county from the motor vehicle fund from such ex­
cise taxes until the full cost of such Columbia Basin 
highway facilities is paid. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47. 1 0.370. Prior: 
1 955 c 3 1 1  § 1 0.] 

47.10.380 Construction in Grant, Franklin, Adams 
counties authorized--Excess sums in bond retirement 
fund--Use. Whenever the percentage of the motor 
vehicle fund arising from excise taxes on motor fuels, 
payable into the highway bond retirement fund, shall 
prove more than is required for the payment of interest 
on bonds when due, or current retirement of bonds, any 
excess may, in the discretion of the state finance com­
mittee, be available for prior redemption of any bonds 
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or remain available in the fund to reduce the require­
ments upon the fuel excise tax portion of the motor ve­
hicle fund at the next interest or bond payment period. 
[ 196 1  c 1 3  § 47. 10.380. Prior: 1 955 c 3 1 1  § 1 1 .] 

47.10.390 Construction in Grant, Franklin, Adams 
counties authorized--Allocation of funds to each coun­
ty. The bonds authorized herein are allocated to the 
counties as follows: 

( 1 )  For Adams county--six hundred thousand 
dollars. 

(2) For Franklin county--one million five hundred 
thousand dollars. 

(3) For Grant county--two million two hundred 
thousand dollars: 

Provided, That no bonds shall be issued for 
Columbia Basin county arterial highway and road pur­
poses unless expenditures are actually required for the 
settlement of lands ready for irrigation in the Columbia 
Basin project and all construction of arterial highways 
and roads in such counties shall be accomplished by the 
engineering forces of the various counties under the su­
pervision of the director of highways. [ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47-
. 10.390. Prior: 1 955 c 3 1 1 § 12.] 

47.10.400 Construction in Grant, Franklin, Adams 
counties authorized--Appropriation from motor vehicle 
fund. There is appropriated from the motor vehicle fhnd 
for the biennium ending June 30, 1 957 the sum of four 
million three hundred thousand dollars, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary, to carry out the provisions 
of RCW 47. 1 0.280 through 47. 10.400, but no money 
shall be available under this appropriation from said 
fund unless a like amount of the bonds provided for 
herein are sold and the money derived deposited to the 
credit of such fund. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47. 10.400. Prior: 1 955 c 
3 1 1 § 13.] 

ADDITIONAL BONDS---1 957 ACT 

47.10.410 Echo Lake route--Declaration of neces­
sity. Increased costs for highway and bridge construc­
tion since the enactment of the highway bond issues 
authorized by the 1 95 1 ,  1 953 and 1 955  legislatures 
makes necessary additional money with which to com­
plete that portion of primary state highway No. 2, be­
ginning approximately four miles west of North Bend 
thence southwesterly by the most feasible route by way 
of Auburn to a junction with primary state highway 
No. I in the vicinity of Milton, commonly known as the 
"Echo Lake Route." I t  is vital to the economy of the 
state and traffic safety that this project be constructed 
as soon as the funds provided herein will permit. [ 1 96 1 
c 13  § 47. 10.41 0. Prior: 1 957 c 206 § 1 .] 

47.10.420 Echo Lake route--Additional bond issue 
authorized--Use of motor vehicle fund. To provide 
additional funds for the construction of the " Echo Lake 
Route," in addition to bonds authorized to be sold by 
RCW 47. 10. 1 60 and as allocated by RCW 47. 10.270, 
there shall be issued and sold limited obligation bonds 
of the state of Washington in the sum of three million 

dollars. The issuance, sale and retirement of said bonds 
shall be under the general supervision and control of 
the state finance committee. The state finance commit­
tee shall when notified by the Washington state high­
way commission, provide for the issuance of coupon or 
registered bonds to be dated, issued and sold from time 
to time in such amounts as may be necessary to the or­
derly progress of construction of this project: Provided, 
That if funds are available in the motor vehicle fund in 
an amount greater than is necessary to pay current de­
mands, moneys appropriated to the state highway com­
mission for highway purposes may be used to finance 
this project until such time as bonds are sold, as pro­
vided by law, at which time the motor vehicle fund 
shall be reimbursed. [ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47. 10.420. Prior: 1957 
c 206 § 2.] 

47.10.430 Echo Lake route--Form and term of 
bonds. Each of such bonds shall be made payable at 
any time not exceeding twenty-five years from the date 
of its issuance, with such reserved rights of prior re­
demption bearing such interest, and such terms and 
conditions as the state finance committee may prescribe 
to be specified therein. The bonds shall be signed by the 
governor and the state auditor under the seal of the 
state, one of which signatures shall be made manually 
and the other signature may be in printed facsimile, and 
any coupons attached to such bonds shall be signed by 
the same officers whose signatures thereon may be in 
printed facsimile. Any bonds may be registered in the 
name of the holder on presentation to the state treasur­
er or at the fiscal agency of the state of Washington in 
New York City, as to principal alone, or as to both 
principal and interest under such regulations as the 
state treasurer may prescribe. Such bonds shall be pay­
able at such places as the state finance committee may 
provide. All bonds issued under authority of RCW 47-
. 10.4 10 through 47. 10.500 shall be fully negotiable in­
struments. [ 196 1 c 13 § 47. 10.430. Prior: 1 957 c 206 § 3.] 

47.10.440 Echo Lake route--Bonds not general 
obligations-Taxes pledged. Bonds issued under the 
provisions of RCW 47. 10.41 0  through 47. 10.500 shall 
distinctly state that they are not a general obligation of 
the state, but are payable in the manner provided in 
RCW 47. 10.4 10  through 47. 10.500 from the proceeds of 
all state excise taxes on motor vehicle fuels imposed by 
chapter 82.36 RCW and RCW 82.36.020, 82.36.230, 82-
.36.250, and 82.36.400, as derived from chapter 58, 
Laws of 1933, as amended, and as last amended by 
chapter 220, Laws of 1949, and chapter 82.40 RCW and 
RCW 82.40.020, as derived from chapter 1 27, Laws of 
1 94 1 ,  as amended, and as last amended by chapter 220, 
Laws of 1 949. The proceeds of such excise taxes are 
hereby pledged to the payment of any bonds and the 
interest thereon issued under the provisions of RCW 
47. 1 0.4 1 0  through 47. 10.500 and the legislature hereby 
agrees to continue to impose the same excise taxes on 
motor vehicle fuels in amounts sufficient to pay the 
principal and interest on all bonds issued under the 
provisions of RCW 4 7. 10.4 1 0  through 4 7 . 1 0.500. [ 1 96 1  c 
1 3  § 47. 10.440. Prior : 1 957 c 206 § 4.] 
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47.10.450 Echo Lake route----Sale of bonds. The 
bonds issued under the terms of RCW 47. 1 0.4 1 0  
through 47. 10.500 shall be in denominations to be pre­
scribed by the state finance committee and may be sold 
in such manner and in such amounts and at such times 
and on such terms and conditions as the committee 
may prescribe. If bonds are sold to any purchaser other 
than the state of Washington, they shall be sold at pub­
lic sale, and it shall be the duty of the state finance 
committee to cause such sale to be advertised in such 
manner as it shall deem sufficient. Bonds issued under 
the provisions of RCW 47. 10. 1 50 through 47. 10.270 
shall be legal investment for any of the funds of the 
state, except the permanent school fund. [ 1 96 1 c 1 3  § 
47. 10.450. Prior: 1957 c 206 § 5.] 

47.10.460 Echo Lake route--Proceeds-Deposit 
and use. The money arising from the sale of said bonds 
shall be deposited in the state treasury to the credit of 
the motor vehicle fund and such money shall be avail­
able only for the construction of the project referred to 
in RCW 47. 10.4 10, and payment of the expense in­
curred in the printing, issuance and sale of any such 
bonds. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47. 10.460. Prior: 1957 c 206 § 6.] 

47. 10.470 Echo Lake route----Source of funds for 
payment of principal and interest. Any funds required to 
repay such bonds, or the interest thereon when due 
shall be taken from that portion of the motor vehicle 
fund which results from the imposition of all excise 
taxes on motor vehicle fuels and which is, or may be, 
appropriated to the highway department for state high­
way purposes, and shall never constitute a charge 
against any allocations of such funds to counties, cities 
and towns unless and until the amount of the motor 
vehicle fund arising from the excise taxes on motor ve­
hicle fuels and available for state highway purposes 
proves insufficient to meet the requirements for bond 
retirement or the interest on any bonds. [ 1 96 1 c 1 3  § 
47. 1 0.470. Prior: 1 957 c 206 § 7.) 

47.10.480 Echo Lake route--Highway bond retire­
ment fund. At least one year prior to the date any in­
terest is due and payable on such bonds or before the 
maturity date of any bonds, the state finance committee 
shall estimate the percentage of the receipts in money of 
the motor vehicle fund, resulting from collection of ex­
cise taxes on motor vehicle fuels, for each month of the 
year which will be required to meet interest or bond 
payments under RCW 47. 10.4 1 0  through 47. 10.500 
when due, and shall notify the state treasurer of such 
estimated requirement. The state treasurer shall there­
after from time to time each month as such funds are 
paid into the motor vehicle fund, transfer such percent­
age of the monthly receipts from excise taxes on motor 
vehicle fuels of the motor vehicle fund to the highway 
bond retirement fund, and which fund shall be avail­
able solely for payment of such interest or bonds when 
due. If in any month it shall appear that the estimated 
percentage of money so made is insufficient to meet the 
requirements for interest or bond retirement, the trea­
surer shall notify the state finance committee forthwith 
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and such committee shall adjust its estimates so that all 
requirements for interest and principal of all bonds is­
sued shall be fully met at all times. [ 1 96 1 c 1 3  § 47. 10-
.480. Prior: 1 957 c 206 § 8.] 

47.10.490 Echo Lake route--Excess sums in bond 
retirement fund-Use. Whenever the percentage of 
the motor vehicle fund arising from excise taxes on 
motor fuels, payable into the highway bond retirement 
fund, shall prove more than is required for the payment 
of interest on bonds when due, or current retirement of 
bonds, any excess may, in the discretion of the state fi­
nance committee, be available for the prior redemption 
of any bonds or remain available in the fund to reduce 
the requirements upon the fuel excise tax portion of the 
motor vehicle fund at the next interest or bond payment 
period. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47. 10.490. Prior: 1 957 c 206 § 9.) 

47.10.500 Echo Lake route--Appropriation from 
motor vehicle fund. There is hereby appropriated from 
the motor vehicle fund to the state highway commission 
for the biennium ending June 30, 1 959 the sum of three 
million dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary 
to carry out the provisions of RCW 47. 1 0.4 10 through 
47. 1 0.500, but no money shall be available under this 
appropriation from said fund unless a like amount of 
bonds provided for herein are sold and the moneys de­
rived therefrom are deposited to the credit of such fund. 
[ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47. 10.500. Prior: 1 957 c 206 § 1 0.) 

TACOMA-SEA TILE-EVERETT FACILITY-
1 957 ACT 

47.10.700 Tacoma-Seattle-Everett facility--Dec­
laration of necessity. Increased traffic and increased 
costs of highway and bridge construction make neces­
sary additional moneys with which to complete the sec­
tions of primary state highway No. I through and 
between the cities of Tacoma, Seattle, and Everett and 
as an additional alternate route by-passing Seattle east 
of Lake Washington. It is vital to the economy of the 
state and the safety of traffic that these sections shall be 
completed to relieve traffic congestions, to insure great­
er safety to highway users, and to assure an adequate 
through highway to accommodate traffic from bridges 
across Lake Washington as soon as possible. [ 1961 c 13  
§ 47. 10.700. Prior: 1 957 c 1 89 § 1 .] 

47.10.702 Tacoma-Seattle-Everett facility--To be 
part of federal system as limited access--Federal 
standards and conditions to be met. This highway project 
shall be constructed as a part of the federal interstate 
highway system as a fully controlled limited access fa­
cility and shall meet the standards and specifications 
required by the state of Washington and the secretary 
of commerce of the United States in order to qualify for 
federal grants in aid as provided for in the federal-aid 
highway act of 1 956. The state shaU perform all condi­
tions precedent to payment in advance of apportion­
ment as provided by section 108(h) of the federal-aid 
highway act of 1 956 so as to be entitled to federal aid 
funds for the project covered by RCW 47. 1 0.700 
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through 47. 10.724 when such funds are apportioned. 
[ 1 961  c 1 3  § 47. 1 0.702. Prior: 1 957 c 1 89 § 2.] 

47.1 0. 704 Tacoma-Seattle-Everett facility--Pow­
ers and duties of highway commission--Route of 
project. In order to facilitate vehicular traffic through 
and between the cities of Tacoma, Seattle and Everett 
and to remove the present handicaps and hazards over 
and along primary state highway N<;> . . 1 as .present!� es­
tablished, the state highway corrumss10n ts authonzed 
to realign, redesign and reconstruct primary state high­
way No. I upon a newly located right of way or upon 
portions of existing right of way through and between 
the cities of Tacoma, Seattle and Everett and as an ad­
ditional alternate route bypassing Seattle east of Lake 
Washington. The route of the proposed project is es­
tablished as follows:  Beginning in the vicinity of Pon­
ders Corner, thence in a general northeasterly and 
northerly direction through the cities of Tacoma and 
Seattle to a point in the vicinity of the city 

.
of Everett 

and as an additional alternate route bypassmg Seattle 
east of Lake Washington. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47. 10.704. Prior: 
1957 c 1 89 § 3.] 

47.10.706 Tacoma-Seattle-Everett facility--Issu­
ance and sale of bonds authorized. In order to finance 
the immediate construction of the project referred to in 
RCW 47. 10.700 pending receipt of federal grants in aid 
and in accordance with the federal-aid highway act of 
1956, there shall be issued and sold limited obligation 
bonds of the state of Washington in the sum of forty­
five million dollars or such amount thereof and at such 
times as determined to be necessary by the state high­
way commission. No bonds shall be issued under th� 
provisions of RCW 47. 10.700 through 47. 10.724 untll 
the congress of the United States shall approve the esti­
mated cost of completing the federal interstate system 
to be submitted to it within ten days subsequent to 
January 2, 1 958, as provided by section 1 08(d), federal­
aid highway act of 1 956. The issuance, sale and retire­
ment of said bonds shall be under the supervision and 
control of the state finance committee which, upon re­
quest being made by the Washington state highway 
commission, shall provide for the issuance, sale and re­
tirement of coupon or registered bonds to be dated, is­
sued, and sold from time to time in such amounts as 
may be necessary for the orderly progress of s

.
aid 

project. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 7 § I ;  1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47. 10.706. Pnor: 
1957 c 1 89 § 4.] 

47.1 0. 708 Tacoma-Seattle-Everett facility--Form 
and term of bonds. Each of such bonds shall be made 
payable at any time not exceeding twenty-five years 
from the date of its issuance, with such reserved rights 
of prior redemption, bearing such interest, and such 
terms and conditions, as the state finance committee 
may prescribe to be specified therein. The b<;>nds shall 
be signed by the governor and the state auditor under 
the seal of the state, one of which signatures shall be 
made manually and the other signature may be in 
printed facsimile, and any coupons attached to such 

bonds shall be signed by the same officers whose signa­
tures thereon may be in printed facsimile. Any bonds 
may be registered in the name of the holder on presen­
tation to the state treasurer or at the fiscal agency of the 
state of Washington in New York City, as to principal 
alone, or as to both principal and interest u�der such 
regulations as the state treasurer may prescnbe. Such 
bonds shall be payable at such places as the state fi­
nance committee may provide. All bonds issued here­
under shall be fully negotiable instruments. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 
47. 1 0.708. Prior: 1 957 c 189  § 5.] 

47.10.710 Tacoma-Seattle-Everett facility-Sale 
of bonds. The bonds issued hereunder shall be in de­
nominations to be prescribed by the state finan� com­
mittee and may be sold in such manner and m such 
amounts and at such times and on such terms and con­
ditions as the committee may prescribe. If bonds are 
sold to any purchaser other than 

. 
the state �f 

Washington, they shall be sold at pubhc. sale, and tt 
shall be the duty of the state finance commtttee t<;> cause 
such sale to be advertised in such manner as tt shall 
deem sufficient. Bonds issued under the provisions of 
RCW 47. 1 0.700 through 47. 10.724 shall be legal invest­
ment for any of the funds of the state, except. the per­
manent school fund. [ 1 96 1 c 1 3  § 47. 1 0.7 1 0. Pnor: 1 957 
c 1 89 § 6.] 

47.10.712 Tacoma-Seattle-Everett facility--Pro­
ceeds from bonds-Deposit and use. The money aris­
ing from the sale of said bonds shall be deposited in the 
state treasury to the credit of the motor vehicle fund 
and such money shall be available only for the con­
struction of the project referred to in RCW 47. 1 0.700, 
47. 10.702 and 47. 10.704, and for payment of the ex­
pense incurred in the drafting, printing, issuance, �nd 
sale of any such bonds. [ 1 96 1  c 13 § 47. 1 0.7 1 2. Pnor: 
1 957 c 1 89 § 7.] 

47.1 0. 714 Tacoma-Seattle-Everett faciUty--Bonds 
not general obligations-Taxes pledged. Bonds issued 
under the provisions of RCW 47. 10.700 through 47. 1 0-
.724 shall distinctly state that they are not a general 
obligation of the state, but are payable in the manner 
provided in RCW 47. 10.700 through 47. 10.724 

_
from the 

proceeds of state excise taxes on motor vehtcle fuels 
imposed by chapter 82.36 RCW and RCW 82.36.020, 
82.36.230, 82.36.250 and 82.36.400, as derived from 
chapter 58, Laws of 1 933, as amended, and as last 
amended by chapter 220, Laws of 1 949; and chapter 
82.40 RCW and RCW 82.40.020, as derived from chap­
ter 127, Laws of 1 94 1 ,  as amended, and as last amended 
by chapter 220, Laws of 1 949. The proceeds of such ex­
cise taxes are hereby pledged to the payment of any 
bonds and the interest thereon issued under the provt­
sions of RCW 47. 1 0.700 through 47. 10.724, and the leg­
islature hereby agrees to continue to impose the same 
excise taxes on motor vehicle fuels in amounts sufficient 
to pay, when due, the principal and interest on all 
bonds issued under the provisions of RCW 47. 1 0.700 
through 47. 1 0.724. [ 196 1 c 13 § 47. 1 0.7 14. Prior: 1 957 c 
1 89 § 8.] 
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47. 10.7 16 Tacoma-Seattle-Everett facility--
Source of funds for payment of principal and interest. 
Any funds required to repay such bonds, or the interest 
thereon when due, subject to the proviso of this section, 
shaH be taken from that portion of the motor vehicle 
fund which results from the imposition of excise taxes 
on motor vehicle fuels and which is, or may be appro­
priated to the highway department for state highway 
purposes, and shall never constitute a charge against 
any allocations of such funds to counties, cities and 
towns unless and until the amount of the motor vehicle 
fund arising from the excise taxes on motor vehicle 
fuels and available for state highway purposes proves 
insufficient to meet the requirements for bond retire­
ment or interest on any such bonds. [ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47. 1 0-
.7 1 6. Prior : 1 957 c 1 89 § 9.] 

47.10.718 Tacoma-Seattle-Everett facility--Addi­
tional security for payment of bonds---Pledge of feder­
al funds. As additional security for payment of the 
principal amount of any or all of the bonds to be issued 
hereunder, the state finance committee, with the con­
sent of the state highway commission, may pledge all or 
any portion of the federal aid funds received or from 
time to time to be received by the state from the United 
States under the provisions of the federal-aid highway 
act of 1 956 for the construction of aU or any part of the 
project referred to in RCW 47. 1 0.700, 47. 10.702 and 
47. 10.704. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47. 1 0.7 18 .  Prior : 1957 c 1 89 § 
10.] 

47.1 0. 720 Tacoma-Seattle-Everett facility--High­
way bond retirement fund. At least one year prior to the 
date any interest is due and payable on such bonds or 
before the maturity date of any bonds, the state finance 
committee shall estimate, subject to the provisions of 
RCW 47. 10.7 1 6, the percentage of the receipts in money 
of the motor vehicle fund, resulting from collection of 
excise taxes on motor vehicle fuels, for each month of 
the year which, together with federal funds which may 
be pledged as provided in RCW 47. 1 0.7 1 8, shall be re­
quired to meet interest or bond payments hereunder 
when due, and shall notify the state treasurer of such 
estimated requirement. The state treasurer shall there­
after from time to time each month as such funds are 
paid into the motor vehicle fund, transfer such percent­
age of the monthly receipts from excise taxes on motor 
vehicle fuels of the motor vehicle fund to the bond re­
tirement fund, which fund shall be available solely for 
payment of interest or bonds when due. If in any 
month it shall appear that the estimated percentage of 
money so made is insufficient to meet the requirements 
for interest or bond retirement, the treasurer shall notify 
the state finance committee forthwith and such com­
mittee shall adjust its estimates so that all requirements 
for interest and principal of all bonds issued shall be 
fully met at all times. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47. 10.720. Prior: 1 957 
c 1 89 § I I .] 

47.10.722 Tacoma-Seattle-Everett facility--Ex­
cess sums in bond retirement fund--Use. Whenever 
the percentage of the motor vehicle fund arising from 
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excise taxes on motor fuels and the federal funds which 
may be pledged as provided in RCW 47. 1 0.7 1 8, payable 
into the highway bond retirement fund, shall prove 
more than is required for the payment of interest on 
bonds when due, or current retirement of bonds, any 
excess may, in the discretion of the state finance com­
mittee, be available for the prior redemption of any 
bonds or remain available in the fund to reduce the re­
quirements upon the fuel excise tax portion of the mo­
tor vehicle fund at the next interest or bond payment 
period. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47. 10.722. Prior : 1 957 c 1 89 § 12.] 

47. 1 0. 724 Tacoma-Seattle-Everett facility--Ap­
propriation from motor vehicle fund. There is hereby ap­
propriated from the motor vehicle fund to the state 
highway commission for the biennium ending June 30, 
I 959 the sum of forty-five million dollars, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary to carry out the provisions 
of RCW 47. 10.700 through 47. 10.724, but no money 
shall be available under this appropriation from said 
fund unless a like amount of bonds provided for herein 
are sold and the money derived therefrom deposited to 
the credit of such fund. [ I  967 ex.s. c 7 § 2 ;  1 96 1  c 13  § 
47. 10.724. Prior: 1 957 c 1 89 § 1 3.] 

ADDITIONAL BONDS-1965 ACT 

47.10.726 Construction in Grant, Franklin, Adams 
counties authorized--Declaration of public interest. 
Construction of county arterial highways and farm to 
market roads in Grant, Franklin and Adams counties to 
coincide with the opening of additional lands for settle­
ment in the Columbia Basin irrigation project, is de­
clared to be a project required in the interest of the 
public safety and for the orderly development of the 
state. [ 1 965 c 1 2 1  § 1 .] 

47.10.727 Construction in Grant, Franklin, Adams 
counties authorized--Issuance and sale of limited obli­
gation bonds. To provide funds for construction of this 
project, there shall be issued and sold limited obligation 
bonds of the state of Washington in the sum of one 
million eight hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

The issuance, sale and retirement of said bonds shall 
be under the general supervision and control of the 
state finance committee. The state finance committee 
shall, when notified by the director of highways, pro­
vide for the issuance of coupon or registered bonds to 
be dated, issued and sold from time to time in such 
amounts as may be necessary to the orderly progress of 
construction of this project. [ 1 965 c 1 2 1  § 2.] 

47.10.728 Construction in Grant, Franklin, Adams 
counties authorized--Form and term of bonds. Each of 
such

. 
bonds shall be made payable at any time not ex­

ceedmg twenty-five years from the date of its issuance, 
with such reserved rights of prior redemption as the 
state finance committee may prescribe to be specified 
therein. The bonds shall be signed by the governor and 
the state treasurer under the seal of the state, one of 
which signatures shall be made manually and the other 
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signatures may be printed facsimile. The coupons at­
tached to the bonds shall be signed by the same officers 
whose signatures thereon may be in printed facsimile. 
Any bonds may be registered in the name of the holder 
on presentation to the state treasurer or at the fiscal 
agency of the state of Washington in New York City, as 
to principal alone, or as to both principal and interest 
under such regulations as the state treasurer may pre­
scribe. Such bonds shall be payable at such places as 
the state finance committee may provide. All bonds is­
sued under authority of RCW 47. 10.726 through 47. 10-
.738 shall be fully negotiable instruments. [ 1 965 c 1 2 1  § 
3.] 

47.10.729 Construction in Grant, Franklin, Adams 
counties authorized--Bonds not general obliga­
tions--Taxes pledged. Bonds issued under the provi­
sions of RCW 47. 1 0.726 through 47. 1 0.738 shall 
distinctly state that they are not a general obligation of 
the state, but are payable in the manner provided in 
RCW 47. 10.726 through 47. 10.738 from the proceeds of 
all state excise taxes on motor vehicle fuels imposed by 
chapter 82.36 RCW and chapter 82.40 RCW. The pro­
ceeds of such excise taxes are pledged to the payment 
of any bonds and the interest thereon issued under the 
provisions of RCW 47. 10.726 through 47. 10.738. The 
legislature agrees to continue to impose the same excise 
taxes on motor fuels in amounts sufficient to pay the 
principal and interest on all bonds issued under the 
provisions of RCW 47. 10.726 through 47. 10.738 when 
due. [ 1965 c 1 2 1  § 4.] 

47.10.730 Construction in Grant, Franklin, Adams 
counties authorized--Sale of bonds--Legal invest­
ment for state funds. The bonds issued hereunder shall 
be in denominations to be prescribed by the state fi­
nance committee. They may be sold in such manner 
and in such amounts and at such times and on such 
terms and conditions as the committee may prescribe. 
The bonds shall be sold at public sale. I t  shall be the 
duty of the state finance committee to cause such sale 
to be advertised in such manner as it shall deem suffi­
cient. Bonds issued under the provisions of RCW 47-
. 10.726 through 47. 10.738 shall be legal investment for 
any of the funds of the state, except the permanent 
school fund. [ 1 965 c 1 2 1  § 5.]  

47.10.731 Construction in Grant, Franklin, Adams 
counties authorized-Bond proceeds--Deposit and 
use. The money arising from the sale of said bonds shall 
be deposited in the state treasury to the credit of the 
motor vehicle , fund and such money shall be available 
only for the construction of the project authorized by 
RCW 47. 10.726 through 47. 10.738, and payment of the 
expense incurred in the printing, issuance and sale of 
any such bonds, in which expense shall be included the 
sum of one eighth of one percent of the amount of the 
issue to cover the cost of servicing said issue, such sum 
to be deposited in the general fund. [ 1 965 c 1 2 1  § 6.] 

47.10.732 Construction in Grant, Franklin, Adams 
counties authorized-Source of funds for payment of 
bond principal and interest. Any funds required to repay 
such bonds, or the interest thereon when due, subject to 
the proviso of this section, shall be taken from that 
portion of the motor vehicle fund which results from 
the imposition of all excise taxes on motor vehicle fuels 
and which is, or may be, appropriated to the highway 
department for state highway purposes. They shall nev­
er constitute a charge against any allocation of such 
funds to counties, cities and towns unless and until the 
amount of the motor vehicle fund arising from the ex­
cise taxes on motor vehicle fuels and available for state 
highway purposes proves insufficient to meet the re­
quirements for bond retirement or the interest on any 
bonds: Provided, That money required hereunder to 
pay interest on or to retire any bonds issued as author­
ized by RCW 47. 10.726 through 47. 1 0.738 shall be re­
paid by the county or counties wherein the highways or 
roads are constructed in the manner set forth in RCW 
47. 10.734. [ 1 965 c 1 2 1  § 7.] 

47.10.733 Construction in Grant, Franklin, Adams 
counties authorized--Highway bond retirement fund. 
At least one year prior to the date any interest is due 
and payable on such bonds or before the maturity date 
of any bonds, the state finance committee shall estimate 
the percentage of receipts in money of the motor vehi­
cle *fund, resulting from collection of excise taxes on 
motor vehicle fuels, for each month of the year which 
will be required to meet interest or bond payments 
hereunder when due, and shall notify the state treasurer 
of such estimated requirement. The state treasurer shall 
thereafter from time to time each month as such funds 
are paid into the motor vehicle fund, transfer such per­
centage of the monthly receipts from excise taxes on 
motor vehicle fuels of the motor vehicle fund to the 
highway bond retirement fund, which is hereby estab­
lished, and which fund shall be available solely for 
payment of such interest or bonds when due. If in any 
month it shall appear that the estimated percentage of 
money so made is insufficient to meet the requirements 
for interest or bond retirement, the treasurer shall notify 
the state finance committee forthwith and such com­
mittee shall adjust its estimates so that all requirements 
for interest and principal of all bonds issued shall be 
fully met at all times. [ 1 965 c 1 2 1  § 8.] 

*Reviser's note: "fuels" appearing in the session law is hereinabove 
corrected to read "fund" ;  see comparable provisions in RCW 47. 10-
.080, 47. 10.220, 47. 10.480 and 47. 10.720. 

47.10.734 Construction in Grant, Franklin, Adams 
counties authorized-Repayment to state by Grant, 
Franklin and Adams counties by retention of funds. The 
director of highways shall report to the state finance 
committee all sums expended from funds resulting from 
the sale of bonds authorized by RCW 47. 10.726 
through 47. 10.738. Grant, Franklin and Adams counties 
shall repay to the state all the cost of highway or road 
facilities actually constructed under the provisions of 
RCW 47. 10.726 through 47. 1 0.738 within each of said 
counties as follows: The state finance committee, at 
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least one year prior to the date any such interest is due 
and payable on such bonds or before the maturity date 
of any such bonds, shall ascertain the percentage of the 
motor vehicle funds arising from the excise taxes on 
motor vehicle fuels, which is to be transferred to such 
counties under the provisions of law which will be nec­
essary to pay all of the interest upon or retire when due 
all of the portion of said bonds sold under the provi­
sions of RCW 47. 10.726 through 47. 10.738 in each of 
said counties. The state finance committee shall notify 
the state treasurer of this estimate and the treasurer 
shall thereafter, when distributions are made from the 
motor vehicle fund to counties, retain such percentage 
of the total sums credited to such counties as aforesaid 
in the motor vehicle fund arising from such excise taxes 
on motor vehicle fuels until such fund is fully reim­
bursed for all expenditures under RCW 47. 1 0.726 
through 47. 10.738 in Grant, Adams and Franklin coun­
ties. Any money so retained shall be available for state 
highway purposes. [ 1 965 c 1 2 1  § 9.] 

47.10.735 Construction in Grant, Franklin, Adams 
counties authorized--Repayment, limitation as to 
amount of funds retained--Deficits. The sums retained 
from motor vehicle funds, arising from the excise taxes 
on motor vehicle fuel, of any such counties as provided 
in RCW 47. 10.734, together with the sums similarly re­
tained under the provisions of RCW 47. 10.01 0  through 
47. 10. 140 and RCW 47. 10.280 through 47. 10.400 shall 
not exceed in any distribution period fifty percent of the 
total amount to be credited to such county. If there 
shall be a deficit in the amount available for reimburse­
ment of the motor vehicle fund, due to this provision, 
then such deficit shall continue to be a charge against 
any sums due any such county from the motor vehicle 
fund from such excise taxes until the full cost of such 
highway facilities is paid. [ 1 965 c 1 2 1  § 10.] 

47.10.736 Construction in Grant, Franklin, Adams 
counties authorized--Sums in excess of retirement re­
quirements--Use. Whenever the percentages of the 
motor vehicle fund arising from excise taxes on motor 
fuels, payable into the highway bond retirement fund, 
shall prove more than is required for the payment of 
interest on bonds when due, or current retirement of 
bonds, any excess may, in the discretion of the state fi­
nance committee, be available for prior redemption of 
any bonds or remain available in the fund to reduce the 
requirements upon the fuel excise tax portion of the 
motor vehicle fund at the next interest or bond payment 
period. [ 1 965 c 1 2 1  § 1 1 .] 

47. 10.737 Construction in Grant, Franklin, Adams 
counties authorized--Allocation of bonds to coun­
ties Conditions upon issuance--Use of county en­
gineering forces. The bonds authorized herein are 
allocated to the counties as follows: 

( I )  For Adams county--<>ne hundred thousand 
dollars. 

(2) For Franklin county--four hundred fifty thou­
sand dollars. 
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(3) For Grant county---one million three hundred 
thousand dollars : 

Provided, That no bonds shall be issued for 
Columbia Basin county arterial highway and road pur­
poses unless expenditures are actually required for the 
settlement of lands ready for irrigation in the Columbia 
Basin project and all construction of arterial highways 
and roads in such counties shall be accomplished by the 
engineering forces of the various counties under the su­
pervision of the director of highways. [ 1965 c 1 2 1  § 12.] 

47.10.738 Construction in Grant, Franklin, Adams 
counties authorized-Appropriation from motor vehicle 
fund. There is appropriated from the motor vehicle fund 
for the biennium ending June 30, 1 967 the sum of one 
million eight hundred fifty thousand dollars, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary, to carry out the provisions 
of RCW 47. 10.726 through 47. 1 0.738. [ 1 965 c 12 1  § 13.] 

ADDITIONAL BONDS--CONSTRUCTION AND 
IMPROVEMENT-1967 ACT 

47.10.751 Additional funds--Declaration of neces­
sity. Increased costs of construction combined with an 
unprecedented increase in motor vehicle use in this 
state have created an urgent demand for additional 
highway construction funds. It  is vital to the economy 
of this state and the safety of the public that additional 
funds be provided for the construction of state high­
ways. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 7 § 3.] 

47.10.752 Additional funds--Issuance and sale of 
limited obligation bonds. In order to provide funds for 
the construction and improvement of state highways, 
there shall be issued and sold limited obligation bonds 
of the state of Washington in the sum of thirty million 
dollars or such amount thereof and at such times as de­
termined to be necessary by the state highway commis­
sion. The issuance, sale and retirement of said bonds 
shall be under the supervision and control of the state 
finance committee which, upon request being made by 
the state highway commission, shall provide for the is­
suance, sale and retirement of coupon or registered 
bonds to be dated, issued, and sold from time to time in 
such amounts as shall be requested by the state high­
way commission. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 7 § 4.] 

47.10.753 Additional funds--Form and term of 
bonds. Each of such bonds shall be made payable at 
any time not exceeding twenty-five years from the date 
of its issuance, with such reserved rights of prior re­
demption, bearing such interest, and such terms and 
conditions, as the state finance committee may pre­
scribe to be specified therein. The bonds shall be signed 
by the governor and the state treasurer under the seal of 
the state, one of which signatures shall be made manu­
ally and the other signature may be in printed facsimile, 
and any coupons attached to such bonds shall be 
signed by the same officers whose signatures thereon 
may be in printed facsimile. Any bonds may be regis­
tered in the name of the holder on presentation to the 
state treasurer or at the fiscal agency of the state of 
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Washington in New York City, as to principal alan�, or 
as to both principal and interest under such regulatiOns 
as the state treasurer may prescribe. Such bonds �hall 
be payable at such places as the state finance committee 
may provide. All bonds issued hereunder shall be fully 
negotiable instruments. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 7 § 5. ]  

47.10.754 Additional funds-Sale of bonds-Le­
gal investment for state funds. The bonds issued hereun­
der shall be in denominations to be prescribed by the 
state finance committee and may be sold in such man­
ner and in such amounts and at such times and on such 
terms and conditions as the committee may prescribe. If 
the bonds are sold to any purchaser other than the state 
of Washington, they shall be sold at public sale, and it 
shall be the duty of the state finance committee to cause 
such sale to be advertised in such manner as it shall 
deem sufficient. Bonds issued under the provisions of 
RCW 47. 1 0.75 1 through 47. 1 0.760 shall be legal invest­
ment for any of the funds of the state, except the per­
manent school fund. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 7 § 6.] 

47.10.755 Additional funds--Bond proceeds-­
Deposit and use. The money arising from the sale of 
said bonds shall be deposited in the state treasury to the 
credit of the motor vehicle fund and such money shall 
be available only for the construction of state highways 
and for payment of the expenses incurred in the print­
ing, issuance, and sale of any such bonds. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 7 
§ 7.] 

47. 10.756 Additional funds--Bonds not general 
obligations--Taxes pledged. Bonds issued under the 
provisions of RCW 47. 1 0.75 1 through 47. 1 0.760 shall 
distinctly state that they are not a general obligation of 
the state, but are payable in the manner provided in 
RCW 47. 1 0.75 1 through 47. 1 0.760 from the proceeds of 
state excise taxes on motor vehicle fuels imposed by 
chapter 82.36 RCW and chapter 82.40 RCW. The pro­
ceeds of such excise taxes are hereby pledged to the 
payment of any bonds and the interest thereon issued 
under the provisions of RCW 47. 1 0.75 1 through 47. 1 0-
.760, and the legislature hereby agrees to continue to 
impose the same excise taxes on motor vehicle fuels in 
amounts sufficient to pay, when due, the principal and 
interest on all bonds issued under the provisions of 
RCW 47. 1 0.75 1 through 47. 10.760. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 7 § 8.] 

47.10.757 Additional funds-Source of funds for 
payment of bond principal and interest. Any funds re­
quired to repay such bonds, or the interest thereon 
when due, subject to the proviso of this section, shall be 
taken from that portion of the motor vehicle fund 
which results from the imposition of excise taxes on 
motor vehicle fuels and which is or may be appropriat­
ed to the state highway commission for state highway 
purposes, and shall never constitute a charge against 
any allocations of any other such funds to the state, 
counties, cities and towns unless and until the amount 
of the motor vehicle fhnd arising from the excise taxes 
on motor vehicle fuels and available to the state for 
construction of state highways proves insufficient to 

meet the requirements for bond retirement or interest 
on any such bonds. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 7 § 9.] 

47.10.758 Additional funds--Highway bond retire­
ment fund. At least one year prior to the date any in­
terest is due and payable on such bonds or before the 
maturity date of any such bonds, the state finance 
committee shall estimate, subject to the provisions of 
RCW 47. 1 0.757, the percentage of the receipts in money 
of the motor vehicle fund, resulting from collection of 
excise taxes on motor vehicle fuels, for each month of 
the year which shall be required to meet interest or 
bond payments hereunder when due, and shall notify 
the state treasurer of such estimated requirement. The 
state treasurer shall thereafter from time to time each 
month as such funds are paid into the motor vehicle 
fund, transfer such percentage of the monthly receipts 
from excise taxes on motor vehicle fuels of the motor 
vehicle fund to the bond retirement fund, hereby cre­
ated, which fund shall be available solely for payment 
of interest or bonds when due. If  in any month it shall 
appear that the estimated percentage of money so made 
is insufficient to meet the requirements for interest or 
bond retirement, the treasurer shall notify the state fi­
nance committee forthwith and such committee shall 
adjust its estimates so that all requirements for interest 
and principal of all bonds issued shall be fully met at 
all times. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 7 § 1 0.]  

47.10.759 Additional funds--Sums in excess of re­
tirement requirements--Use. Whenever the percent­
age of the motor vehicle fund arising from excise taxes 
on motor vehicle fuels payable into the bond retirement 
fund, shall prove more than is required for the payment 
of interest on bonds when due, or current retirement of 
bonds, any excess may, in the discretion of the state. fi­
nance committee, be available for the prior redemptiOn 
of any bonds or remain available in the fund to reduce 
the requirements upon the fuel excise tax portion of the 
motor vehicle fund at the next interest or bond payment 
period. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 7 § 1 1 . ]  

47.10.760 Additional funds--Appropriation from 
motor vehicle fund. There is hereby appropriated from 
the motor vehicle fund to the state highway commission 
for the biennium ending June 30, 1 969, the sum of thir­
ty million dollars, or so much thereof as may be neces­
sary to carry out the provisions of RCW 47. 1 0.75 1 
through 47. 1 0.760. ( 1967 ex.s. c 7 § 1 2.] 

RESERVE FUNDS FOR HIGHWAY, STREET, 
AND ROAD PURPOSES----1 967 ACT 

47.10.761 Reserve funds-Purposes. It is the pur­
pose of RCW 47. 1 0.76 1 through 47. 1 0.77 1 ,  to provide 
reserve funds to the state highway commission for the 
following purposes: 

( 1 )  For construction, reconstruction, or repair of any 
state highway made necessary by slides, storm damage, 
or other unexpected or unusual causes. 
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. 
(2) For construction or improvement of any state 

highway when necessary to alleviate or prevent intoler­
able traffic congestion caused by extraordinary and un­
anticipated economic development within any area of 
the state. 

(3) To advance funds to any city or county to be used 
exclusively for the construction or improvement of any 
city street or county road when necessary to alleviate or 
prevent intolerable traffic congestion caused by extraor­
dinary and unanticipated economic development within 
a particular area of the state. Before funds provided by 
the sale of bonds as authorized in RCW 47. 10.76 1 
through 47. 10.770, are loaned to any city or county for 
the purposes specified herein, the state highway com­
mission shall enter into an agreement with the city or 
county providing for repayment to the motor vehicle 
fund of such funds, together with the amount of bond 
interest thereon, from the city's or the county's share of 
the motor vehicle funds arising from excise taxes on 
motor vehicle fuels, over a period not to exceed twenty­
five years. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 7 § 1 3.] 

47.10.762 Issuance and sale of limited obligation 
bonds. In order to provide reserve funds for the pur­
poses specified in RCW 47. 10.76 1 ,  there shall be issued 
and sold limited obligation bonds of the state of 
Washington in the sum of twenty-five million dollars or 
such amount thereof and at such times as may be de­
termined to be necessary by the state highway commis­
sion. The issuance, sale and retirement of said bonds 
shall be under the supervision and control of the state 
finance committee which, upon request being made by 
the Washington state highway commission, shall pro­
vide for the issuance, sale and retirement of coupon or 
registered bonds to be dated, issued and sold from time 
to time in such amounts as may be necessary for the 
orderly scheduled construction of the interstate highway 
system. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 7 § 1 4. J 

47.10.763 Bonds--Term--Terms and condi­
tions-Signatures--Registration--Where pay­
able--Negotiable instruments. Each of such bonds 
shall be made payable at any time not exceeding twen­
ty-five years from the date of its issuance, with such re­
served rights of prior redemption, bearing such interest, 
and such terms and conditions, as the state finance 
committee may prescribe to be specified therein. The 
bonds shall be signed by the governor and the state 
treasurer under the seal of the state, one of which sig­
natures shall be made manually and the other signature 
may be in printed facsimile, and any coupons attached 
to such bonds shall be signed by the same officers 
whose signatures thereon may be in printed facsimile. 
Any bonds may be registered in the name of the holder 
on presentation to the state treasurer or at the fiscal 
agency of the state of Washington in New York City, as 
to principal alone, or as to both principal and interest 
under such regulations as the state treasurer may pre­
scribe. Such bonds shall be payable at such places as 
the state finance committee may provide. All bonds is­
sued hereunder shall be fully negotiable instruments. 
[ 1 967 ex.s. c 7 § 15 .] 

rntte 47---p 30J 

47.10.764 Bonds-Denominations--Manner and 
terms of sale--Legal investment for state funds. The 
bonds issued hereunder shaH be in denominations to be 
prescribed by the state finance committee and may be 
sold in such manner and in such amounts and at such 
times and on such terms and conditions as the commit­
tee may prescribe. If the bonds are sold to any pur­
chaser other than the state of Washington, they shall be 
sold at public sale, and it shall be the duty of the state 
finance committee to cause such sale to be advertised in 
such manner as it shall deem sufficient. Bonds issued 
under the provisions of RCW 47. 10.76 1 through 47. 10-
.77 1 shall be legal investment for any of the funds of 
the state, except the permanent school fund. [ 1 967 ex.s. 
c 7 § 16. ]  

47.10.765 Bonds--Bond proceeds--Deposit and 
use. The money arising from the sale of said bonds shall 
be deposited in the state treasury to the credit of the 
motor vehicle fund and such money shall be available 
only for the purposes enumerated in RCW 47. 10.761 
and for payment of the expense incurred in the draft­
ing, printing, issuance and sale of any such bonds. [ 1 967 
ex.s. c 7 § 17.] 

47.10.766 Bonds--Statement describing nature of 
obligation--Pledge of excise taxes. Bonds issued un­
der the provisions of RCW 47. 10.76 1 through 47. 10.771 
shall distinctly state that they are not a general obliga­
tion of the state, but are payable in the manner provid­
ed in RCW 47. 1 0.76 1 through 47. 1 0.77 1 from the 
proceeds of state excise taxes on motor vehicle fuels 
imposed by chapter 82.36 RCW and chapter 82.40 
RCW. The proceeds of such excise taxes are hereby 
pledged to the payment of any bonds and the interest 
thereon issued under the provisions of RCW 47. 10.761 
through 47. 10.77 1 ,  and the legislature hereby agrees to 
continue to impose the same excise taxes on motor ve­
hicle fuels in amounts sufficient to pay, when due, the 
principal and interest on all bonds issued under the 
provisions of RCW 47. 10.76 1 through 47. 10.77 1 .  [ 1 967 
ex.s. c 7 § 1 8.] 

47. 10.767 Bonds-Designation of funds to repay 
bonds and interest. Any funds required to repay such 
bonds, or the interest thereon when due, subject to the 
proviso of this section, shall be taken from that portion 
of the motor vehicle fund which results from the impo­
sition of excise taxes on motor vehicle fuels and which 
is, or may be appropriated to the highway department 
for state highway purposes, and shall never constitute a 
charge against any allocations of such funds to coun­
ties, cities and towns unless and until the amount of the 
motor vehicle fund arising from the excise taxes on 
motor vehicle fuels and available for state highway 
purposes proves insufficient to meet the requirements 
for bond retirement or interest on any such bonds. 
[ 1 967 ex.s. c 7 § 1 9.] 

47. 10.768 Bonds--Federal aid funds may be 
p�edged. As additional security for payment of the prin­
cipal amount of any or all of the bonds to be issued 
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hereunder, the state finance committee, with the con­
sent of the state highway commission, may pledge all or 
any portion of the federal aid funds received or from 
time to time to be received by the state from the United 
States under the provisions of the federal-aid highway 
act of 1 956, as amended, for the construction of 
Washington's portion of the national system of inter­
state and defense highways. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 7 § 20.] 

47.10.769 Bonds--Repayment procedure--Bond 
retirement fund. At least one year prior to the date any 
interest is due and payable on such bonds or before the 
maturity date of any bonds, the state finance committee 
shall estimate, subject to the provisions of RCW 47. 1 0-
.767, the percentage of the receipts in money of the 
motor vehicle fund, resulting from collection of excise 
taxes on motor vehicle fuels, for each month of the year 
which, together with federal funds which may be 
pledged as provided in RCW 47. 10.768, shall be re­
quired to meet interest or bond payments hereunder 
when due, and shall notify the state treasurer of such 
estimated requirement. The state treasurer shall there­
aner from time to time each month as such funds are 
paid into the motor vehicle fund, transfer such percent­
age of the monthly receipts from excise taxes on motor 
vehicle fuels of the motor vehicle fund to the bond re­
tirement fund, which fund shall be available solely for 
payment of interest or bonds when due. If in any 
month it shall appear that the estimated percentage of 
money so made is insufficient to meet the requirements 
for interest or bond retirement, the treasurer shall notify 
the state finance committee forthwith and such com­
mittee shall adjust its estimates so that all requirements 
for interest and principal of all bonds issued shall be 
fully met at all times. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 7 § 2 1 .] 

47.10.770 Bonds-Sums in excess of retirement 
requirements--Use. Whenever the percentage of the 
motor vehicle fund arising from excise taxes on motor 
fuels and the federal funds which may be pledged as 
provided in RCW 47. 1 0.768, payable into the highway 
bond retirement fund, shall prove more than is required 
for the payment of interest on bonds when due, or cur­
rent retirement of bonds, any excess may, in the discre­
tion of the state finance committee, be available for the 
prior redemption of any bonds or remain available in 
the fund to reduce the requirements upon the fuel ex­
cise tax portion of the motor vehicle fund at the next 
interest or bond payment period. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 7 § 22.] 

47.10.771 Bonds--Appropriation from motor vehi­
cle fund. There is hereby appropriated from the motor 
vehicle fund to the state highway commission for the 
biennium ending June 30, 1 969, the sum of twenty-five 
million dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary 
to carry out the provisions of RCW 47. 1 0.76 1 through 
47. 10.771 .  [ 1 967 ex.s. c 7 § 23.] 

STATE HIGHWAYS IN URBAN AREAS 

47. 10.775 Issuance and sale of limited obligation 
bonds, terms, conditions, retirement, use of proceeds, etc. 
See RCW 47.26.4�7.26.41 0. 

COUNTY AND CITY ARTERIALS IN URBAN 
AREAS 

47.10.777 Issuance and sale of limited obligation 
bonds, terms, conditions, retirement, use of proceeds, etc. 
See RCW 47.26.420-47.26.460. 

Chapter 47.12 
ACQUISITION AND DISPOSIDON OF STATE 

HIGHWAY PROPERTY 
Sections 
47.12.010 

47. 12.01 1 
47. 12.020 

47.12.040 
47. 12.050 
47.12.060 

47. 12.070 

47.12.080 

47. 12.120 
47. 12. 125 

47. 1 2. 130 
47. 12. 140 
47. 12. 150 

47. 12. 1 60 

47. 12. 170 

47. 12. 1 80 

47. 1 2. 1 90 

47.12.200 

47. 12.2 10 

47. 12.220 

47.12.230 

47.12.240 

47. 12.242 
47.12.244 
47.12.246 

Acquisition of property authorized--Condemnation 
actions---Cost. 

Purchase options authorized. 
Acquisition of state lands, rights, and materials---Du­

ties when use no longer required-Payment for tim­
ber and materials. 

Acquisition of property from a political subdivision. 
Work on remaining land as payment. 
Sale or exchange of rights or land not needed for high­

way purposes. 
Sale or exchange of rights or land not needed for high­

way purposes---Sale or lease to a city or county­
Proceeds. 

Sale or exchange of rights or land not needed for high­
way purposes---Transfer to United States, municipal 
subdivision, public utility--Proceeds. 

Lease of unused highway land or air space. 
Lease of unused highway land or air space--Disposi-

tion of proceeds. 
Exchange of land with abutting owner. 
Severance and sale of timber and other personalty. 
Acquisition, exchange, of property to relocate displaced 

facility. 
Acquisition of land outside highway right of way to 

minimize damage. 
Sale, lease of unneeded toll facility, ferry system proper­

ty--Franchises for utility, railway purposes. 
Additional method of financing acquisition of property, 

engineering costs--Declaration of policy, public use 
and highway purpose. 

Additional method of financing acquisition of property, 
engineering costs--Authorization to purchase or 
condemn real property and property rights by addi­
tional method. 

Additional method of financing acquisition of property, 
engineering costs--Agreements with state finance 
committee. 

Additional method of financing acquisition of property, 
engineering costs--Agreement with finance commit­
tee to purchase motor vehicle fund warrants-­
Funds which may be used for payment, limitations. 

Additional method of financing acquisition of property, 
engineering costs--Mandatory, permissive, provi­
sions in agreement with finance committee--Dura­
tion, funds, redemption of warrants, interest, etc. 

Additional method of financing acquisition of property, 
engineering costs--Form of warrants---Approv­
al--Payment--Deposit. 

Additional method of financing acquisition of property, 
engineering costs--Transfer of interest from motor 
vehicle fund to purchasing fund--Time of warrant 
payment--Obligations are prior charge. 

"Advance right of way acquisition" defined. 
Advance right of way revolving fund. 
Reimbursement to advance right of way revolving fund. 
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47. 12.248 

47. 12.250 

47. 1 2.260 

47. 12.270 

47. 1 2.280 

47. 12.290 

47. 12.300 

47.12.301 

47. 12.302 
47. 12.3 10 

47. 1 2.320 

Structures acquired in advance of programmed construc­
tion to be maintained in good appearance. 

Acquisition of property for preservation of beauty, his­
toric sites, viewpoint, safety rest areas or buffer zones. 

Acquisition of real property subject to local improve­
ment assessments-Payment. 

Acquisition of property for parking facilities for motor­
ists using urban public transportation facilities or pri­
vate car pool vehicles. 

Sale of real property-Authorized-Procedure­
Disposition of proceeds. 

Sale of real property--Certification to governor­
Execution, delivery of deed. 

Sa1e of unneeded property-Toll bridge authority­
Authorized-Rules. 

Sale of unneeded property-Toll bridge authority­
Certification to governor-Execution, delivery of 
deed. 

Toll bridge authority---Sale of unneeded property. 
Sale of real property-Advertisement of sale terms re­

quired before sale becomes final---Sale to second 
purchaser, when. 

Sale of property-Listing of available properties with 
broker authorized. 

Acquisition of rights of way, city streets: RCW 47.24.030. 

47.12.010 Acquisition of property authorized-­
Condemnation actions-Cost. Whenever it is neces­
sary to secure any lands or interests in land for a right 
of way for any state highway, or for the drainage there­
of or construction of a protection therefor or so as to 
afford unobstructed vision therefor toward any railroad 
crossing or another public highway crossing or any 
point of danger to public travel or to provide a visual or 
sound buffer between highways and adjacent properties 
or for the purpose of acquiring sand pits, gravel pits, 
borrow pits, stone quarries or any other land for the 
extraction of materials for construction or maintenance 
or both, or for any site for the erection upon and use as 
a maintenance camp, of any state highway, or any site 
for other necessary structures or for structures for the 
health and accommodation of persons traveling or 
stopping upon the state highways of this state, or any 
site for the construction and maintenance of structures 
and facilities adjacent to, under, upon, within, or above 
the right of way of any state highway for exclusive or 
nonexclusive use by an urban public transportation 
system, or for any other highway purpose, together with 
right of way to reach such property and gain access 
thereto, the highway commission is authorized to ac­
quire such lands or interests in land in behalf of the 
state by gift, purchase or condemnation. In case of 
condemnation to secure such lands or interests in land, 
the action shall be brought in the name of the state of 
Washington in the manner provided for the acquiring 
of property for the public uses of the state, and in such 
action the selection of the lands or interests in land by 
the highway commission shall, in the absence of bad 
faith, arbitrary, capricious or fraudulent action, be con­
clusive upon the court and judge before which the ac­
tion is brought that said lands or interests in land are 
necessary for public use for the purposes sought. The 
cost and expense of such lands or interests in land may 
be paid as a part of the cost of the state highway for 
which such right of way, drainage, unobstructed vision, 
sand pits, gravel pits, borrow pits, stone quarries, main­
tenance camp sites and structure sites or other lands are 
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acquired. [ 1 967 c 108 § 4; 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47. 12.0 1 0. Prior: 
1 937 c 53 § 25, part; RRS § 6400-25, part.] 

Urban public transportation system defined: RCW 47.04.082. 

47.12.01 1  Purchase options authorized. Whenever it 
becomes necessary or feasible to purchase rights of way 
for state highways, and the Washington state highway 
commission deems it to be in the best interest of the 
general public, the commission may, and it is hereby 
authorized, to secure options for purchase of property 
needed or proposed for any entire project or section 
thereof or proposed alignment for the location or relo­
cation of any highway, for review by the commission 
before final adoption or acquisition. [ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47. 12-
.01 1 .  Prior: 1 955 c 49 § 1 .] 

47.12.020 Acquisition of state lands, rights, and ma­
terials--Duties when use no longer required--Pay­
ment for timber and materials. Whenever it is necessary 
to locate and construct a state highway over and across 
any of the public lands of the state of Washington, in­
cluding tide or shore lands or any oyster reserve which 
has been or may hereafter be established, or in the 
construction or maintenance of any state highway to 
have additional land, for drainage thereof or construc­
tion of a protection therefor or to afford unobstructed 
vision therefor toward any railroad crossing or another 
public highway crossing or any point of danger to pub­
lic travel or to open up and use materials from any 
sand pit, gravel pit, borrow pit, stone quarry or other 
land for the extraction of materials for the construction 
or maintenance or both, or any site for other necessary 
structures, or for structures for the health and accom­
modation of persons traveling or stopping upon such 
state highway, or for any other public highway purpose, 
together with any necessary right of way to reach such 
property and gain access thereto, the highway commis­
sion shall file in the office of the commissioner of public 
lands a map showing the location of such state highway 
over and across slteh land, or the additional land need­
ed, for drainage thereof or construction of a protection 
therefor or for unobstructed vision as above provided 
therefor, or the location of such sand pit, gravel pit, 
stone quarry, maintenance camp site, structure site or 
other lands, together with right of way to reach such 
property and gain access thereto within such lands, with 
reference to a United States government survey, and 
upon the filing of such map, the easement of such right 
of way, or for such additional land, for drainage thereof 
or construction of a protection thereof or for such un­
obstructed vision therefor or for locating, opening up 
and using materials from any such sand pit, gravel pit, 
borrow pit, stone quarry or lands for the extraction of 
material or for the erection or occupancy of any such 
maintenance camp or erection of other structure to­
gether with any such required right of way thereto, shall 
be reserved to the state and such land when sold, 
leased, or otherwise disposed of, shall be sold, leased or 
disposed of subject to such right of way and subject to 
any such use of additional land for drainage or protec­
tion or for unobstructed vision and subject to any such 
established sand pit, gravel pit, borrow pit, stone quarry 
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or location for the extraction of material or erection of 
other structure together with any such required right of 
way thereto and to the right of the state to use and re­
move materials therefrom for the construction upon 
and maintenance of any state highway, and subject to 
the occupancy and use of any such maintenance camp 
site or other structure site together with such right of 
way thereto: Provided, That as soon as the state shall 
no longer require any such sand pit, gravel pit, borrow 
pit, stone quarry, location for the extraction of material, 
maintenance camp site or other structure site, it shall be 
the duty of the highway commission forthwith to so 
certify to the commissioner of public lands, and from 
and after the receipt and filing of such certificate in the 
office of said commissioner of public lands the lands 
described therein shall thereafter be freed from any 
such use and occupancy for such purposes : Provided, 
further, That if there be timber on any such public 
lands of the state of Washington or portion thereof re­
quired under the provisions of this section for the right 
of way of any state highway, or for the drainage thereof 
or construction of a protection therefor or so as to af­
ford unobstructed vision therefor toward any railroad 
crossing or another public highway crossing or a point 
of danger to public travel or any sand pits, gravel pits, 
borrow pits, stone quarry or other land for the extrac­
tion of materials or for any site for the erection upon or 
use as a maintenance camp or other necessary structure 
or structures or any other proper highway purposes or 
necessary for right of way to reach any such property 
and gain access thereto, the highway commission shall 
pay to the commissioner of public lands the reasonable 
appraised value of any such timber thereon and no such 
land shall be used by the highway commission for any 
of the purposes set forth in this section until payment 
for such timber shall have been made: Provided, fur­
ther, That the highway commission shall pay to the 
commissioner of public lands for any materials extract­
ed for construction or maintenance, or both, from any 
sand pit, gravel pit, borrow pit, stone quarry, or other 
location for the extraction of materials located upon 
public lands of the state of Washington the fair market 
value, but in no event to exceed five cents a cubic yard, 
for all such materials so extracted, and before the ex­
traction of such materials shall obtain from the com­
missioner of public lands a permit for such extraction 
setting forth the terms and conditions under which such 
materials may be extracted from such public lands. 
"State highway" as used in this section shall include 
limited access facilities established under chapter 47.52 
RCW. [ 1 96 1  c 1 56 § 1 ;  1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47. 12.020. Prior: 
1 953 c 54 § 1 ;  1 937 c 53 § 25, part; RRS § 6400-25, 
part. Formerly RCW 47. 1 2.020 and 47. 12 .030.] 

47.12.040 Acquisition of property from a political 
subdivision. Whenever it is necessary to secure any 
lands for primary or secondary state highway right of 
way or other state highway purposes, the title to which 
is in any county of the state or in any political or mu­
nicipal subdivision of the state, which land is not at the 
time being used as a public highway, the board of 

county commissioners or the board of directors or gov­
erning body of any such political or municipal subdivi­
sion are authorized to directly lease, sell or convey by 
gift such land or any interest therein to the state of 
Washington, without requiring competitive bids or no­
tice tb the public, and at such price as the board, direc­
tors or governing body may deem for the best interests 
of the county or for the best interests of the political or 
municipal subdivision of the state. The board of county 
commissioners or the directors or governing body of 
any political or municipal subdivision are empowered 
to execute a deed or other proper instrument to such 
land, passing title to the state of Washington, and such 
instrument need not require consideration other than 
the benefit which may be derived by the grantor on ac­
count of the use thereof. Whenever any state highway is 
established by legislative enactment and such state 
highway is upon the former route of an county road, 
the board of county commissioners shall cause the title 
to the existing right of way or so much thereof as the 
highway commission shall require to be transferred to 
the state of Washington by proper instrument. [ 1 96 1  c 
1 3  § 47. 1 2.040. Prior: 1 943 c 266 § 1 ;  1 937 c 53 § 26; 
Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6400-26.) 

47.12.050 Work on remaining land as payment. 
Whenever it is considered in the securing of any lands 
for state highway purpose, whether by condemnation or 
otherwise, that it is for the best interest of the state, for 
specific constructural items of damage claimed the 
court or judge may order or the person whose lands are 
sought may agree that a portion or all work or labor 
necessary to the land or remaining land by reason of 
the taking by way of damage, be performed by the state 
through the highway commission as all or a part of the 
consideration or satisfaction of the judgment therefor, 
in which event the highway commission may perform 
such work as a portion of the right of way cost of such 
state highway. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47. 12.050. Prior: 1937 c 53 § 
27; RRS § 6400-27.] 

47.12.060 Sale or exchange of rights or land not 
needed for highway purposes. When a state highway is 
relocated and the old route is abandoned, and the new 
route crosses land owned by a person who owns land 
abutting on the old route, the Washington state high­
way commission may agree with the owner to convey to 
him title to the old route or a part thereof as all or part 
consideration for his land to be taken for the new route. 

Whenever the state has abandoned any highway 
rights of way, pit sites, stock pile sites or owns land not 
needed for highway purposes, the Washington state 
highway commission may seU same to abutting owners 
for the fair market value or exchange with any person 
as a consideration or part consideration for lands or 
property rights needed by the state, or may sell same by 
public auction whenever it is deemed in the public in­
terest to do so. 

The Washington state highway commission shall cer­
tify the agreement to the governor with a description of 
the property to be conveyed, and the governor may ex­
ecute and the secretary of state shall attest the deed and 
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deliver it to the grantee. [ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47. 12.060. Prior: 
1955 c 384 § 1 3 ;  prior: 1 945 c 146 § 1, part; 1937 c 53 § 
28, part; Rem. Supp. 1 945 § 6400-28, part.] 

47.12.070 Sale or exchange of rights or land not 
needed for highway purposes-Sale or lease to a city 
or county--Proceeds. If the Washington state high­
way commission deems that any land is no 

.
l�ng

_
er re­

quired for state highway purposes and that It IS m the 
public interest so to do, said highway commission may 
negotiate for the sale of the land to � �ity or county 

_
of 

the state. The state highway commissiOn shall certify 
the agreement for the sale to the governor, with a de­
scription of the land and the terms of the sale, and the 
governor may execute and the secretary of the state 
shall attest the deed and deliver it to the grantee. 

Any moneys received pursuant to the provisions. of 
this section shall be deposited in the motor vehicle 
fund. [ 1 969 c 9 1  § 2; 1 96 1  c l3 § 47. 12.070. Prior : 1955 
c 384 § 14; prior: 1 945 c 1 46 § 1, part; 1 937 c 53 § 28, 
part; Rem. Supp. 1 945 § 6400-28, part.] 

47.12.080 Sale or exchange of rights or land not 
needed for highway purposes--Transfer to United 
States, municipal subdivision, public utility--Proceeds. 
Whenever in the construction, reconstruction, location 
or improvement of any state highway it m�y become 
necessary to transfer and convey to the Uruted States, 
its agencies or instrumentalities, to �ny ��nicipal sub­
division of this state, or to any pubhc utility company, 
any unused state highway right. of way or rea� P!operty, 
and in the judgment of the highway commission an� 
the attorney general, such transfer 

.
and conveya�c� Is 

consistent with public interest, the h1ghway conumssion 
may enter into agreements accordingly. Whenever the 
highway commission shall make any such agreement for 
any such transfer or conveyance, and together with the 
attorney general, certifies to the governor that such 
agreement has been made setting forth i� sucJ:I certifi­
cation a description of the lands or premises mvolved, 
the governor may execute and the

. 
secretary of state 

shall attest and deliver unto the Uruted States govern­
ment, or its agencies or instrumentalities, unto any m�­
nicipal subdivision of this state, or unto any pubhc 
utility company, a deed of conveyance, easement or 
other instrument necessary to fulfill the terms of the 
aforesaid agreement. All moneys p�id to the state of 
Washington under any of the provisions hereof shall be 
deposited in the motor vehicle fund. [ 1 96 1  c l 3  § 47. 1 2-
.080. Prior: 1 945 c 1 27 § l ;  Rem. Supp. 1 945 § 
6400-1 20.] 

47.12.120 Lease of unused highway land or air space. 
The highway commission is authoriz

.
ed, sub�ect to the 

provisions and requirements of zorung ordmances of 
political subdivisions of gove�ment, to rent or lease 
any lands, improvements, or arr space above or below 
any lands, including those u�ed or �o be used f?r both 
limited access and conventiOnal h1ghways wh1ch are 
held for highway purposes but are not presently needed, 

rntJe 47--p 341 

upon such terms and conditions as the highway com­
mission may determine. [ 1 969 c 9 1  § I ;  1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47-
. 12. 1 20. Prior: 1949 c 162 § 1 ;  Rem. Supp. 1949 § 
6400-1 22.] 

47. 12.125 Lease of unused highway land or air 
space---Disposition of proceeds. All moneys 

. �
aid to 

the state of Washington under any of the provisiOns of 
RCW 47. 12. 120 shall be deposited in the motor vehicle 
fund. [ 1961  c 1 3  § 47. 12. 1 25. Prior: 1 949 c 1 62 § 2; 
Rem. Supp. 1 949 § 6400-1 23.] 

47.12.130 Exchange of land with abutting owner. 
Whenever the state department of highways shall have 
title to any parcel of land which the state highway 
commission shall determine is not necessary for high­
way purposes, the commission is authorized to cause 
such land to be deeded to the owner of land abutting 
upon such parcel in consideration, or partial consider­
ation, for other lands owned by such property owner 
which the highway commission deems

. 
to be ne�essary 

for highway purposes. The governor IS authonzed to 
execute and the secretary of state shall attest the con­
veyances necessary to carry out such exchange. [ 1961 c 
1 3  § 47. 12 . 1 30. Prior: 1 953 c 28 § 1 .] 

47.12.140 Severance and sale of timber and other 
personalty. Whenever the state highway department 
shall have acquired any lands, except state

. 
granted 

lands, upon which are located any structures, t�ber or 
other thing of value attached to the l�nd, which the 
state highway commission shall deem It best to sever 
from the land and sell as personal property, the same 
may be sold by the department of highways at 

_
pub�c 

auction after due notice thereof shall have been gtven m 
accordance with general regulations prescribed by t�e 
state highway commission. The state highway coiiliDJ.s­
sion may set minimum prices that will be accepted for 
any item offered for sale at public auction as herein 
provided and may prescribe terms or conditions of sale 
and, in the event that any item shall be offered for sale 
at such auction and for which no satisfactory bids shall 
be received or for which the amount bid shall be less 
than the minimum set by the commission, it shall be 
lawful for the commission to sell such item at private 
sale for the best price which it deems obtainable but at 
not less than the highest price bid at the public auction. 
The proceeds of all sales under this section shall be 
placed in the motor vehicle fund. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47. 12 . 140. 
Prior: 1953 c 42 § I .] 

47.12.150 Acquisition, exchange, of property to relo­
cate displaced facility. Whenever the highway commis­
sion shall need for highway purposes land or property 
rights belonging to the United States government or 
any municipality or political subdivision of the state, <?r 
which shall be a part of the right of way of any public 
utility having authority to exercise powers of eminent 
domain, when the acquisition of such property by the 
state will result in the displacement of any existing right 
of way or facility, the state highway commissio� is au­
thorized to acquire by condemnation or otherwise such 
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lands and property rights as shall be needed to relocate 
such right of way or facilities so displaced and to ex­
change lands or property rights so acquired in consid­
eration or partial consideration for the land or property 
rights needed for highway purposes. The governor, at 
the request of the state highway commission, shall exe­
cute all conveyances necessary to accomplish such ex­
change. [ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47. 12. 1 50. Prior: 1953 c 55 § 1 .] 

47.12.160 Acquisition of land outside highway right of 
way to minimize damage. Whenever a part of a parcel of 
land is to be acquired for state highway purposes and 
the remainder lying outside of the right of way is to be 
left in such shape or condition as to be of little value to 
its owner or to give rise to claims or litigation concern­
ing severance or other damage, and its value does not 
exceed the probable amount of such severance claims 
or damages, the state highway commission may acquire 
by gift, purchase or condemnation the whole parcel and 
may sell that portion lying outside of the highway right 
of way or may exchange the same for other property 
needed for highway purposes: Provided, however, That 
the provisions of this section shall not apply if the tak­
ing of that portion of the land lying outside of the 
highway right of way would deprive any adjacent owner 
of an existing right of ingress and egress to his property. 
[ 196 1  c 1 3  § 47. 1 2. 1 60. Prior: 1953 c 1 3 1  § 1 .] 

47.12.170 Sale, lease of unneeded toll facility, ferry 
system property--Franchises for utility, railway pur­
poses. See RCW 47.56.252 through 47.56.257. 

47.12.180 Additional method of financing acquisition 
of property, engineering costs-Declaration of policy, 
public use and highway purpose. It is hereby declared to 
be the public policy of the state of Washington to pro­
vide for the acquisition of real property and engineering 
costs necessary for the improvement of the state high­
way system, in advance of actual construction, for the 
purposes of eliminating costly delays in construction, 
reducing hardship to owners of such property, and 
eliminating economic waste occasioned by the improve­
ment of such property immediately prior to its acquisi­
tion for highway uses. 

The legislature therefore finds and declares that pur­
chase and condemnation of real property necessary for 
the state highway system and engineering costs, reason­
ably in advance of programmed construction, is a pub­
lic use and purpose and a highway purpose. 

The Washington state highway commission is hereby 
authorized to purchase or condemn any real property or 
property rights therein which it deems will be necessary 
for the improvement of routes on the state highway 
system by the method provided in RCW 47. 12. 1 80 
through 47. 12.240, as now or later amended, or alterna­
tively by the method provided in RCW 47. 1 2.242 
through 47. 12.246. Neither method shall be used to 
condemn property or property rights in advance of 
programmed construction until the highway commis­
sion has complied with hearing procedures required for 
the location or relocation of the type of highway for 

which such property is to be condemned. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 
1 97 § 1 ; 1 96 1  c 28 1 § 1 .] 

Severabillty-1961 c 281: "If any provision of this act, or its ap­
plication to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remaind

_
er 

of the act, or the application of the provision to other persons or ctr­
cumstances is not affected." [ 196 1 c 28 1 § 12.] This applies to chapter 
28 1 ,  Laws of 196 1  codified as RCW 41 .40.070, 43.84.080, 47. 12  1 80 
through 47. 1 2.240 and 5 1 .44. 1 00. 

47.12.190 Additional method of financing acquisition 

of property, engineering costs-Authorization to pur­
chase or condemn real property and property rights by 
additional method. The Washington state highway com­
mission, in addition to its other powers and duties as 
provided by law, is authorized to purchase or condemn 
any real property or property rights therein which it 
deems will be necessary for the improvements of routes 
on the state highway system by the method provided in 
RCW 47. 12. 1 80 through 47. 12.240. Condemnation ac­
tions brought hereunder shall be brought in the name of 
the state as provided for acquiring property for the 
public uses of the state, and in such actions selection of 
the property and property rights by the highway com­
mission is conclusive that they are necessary for the 
purposes sought, in the absence of bad faith, or arbi­
trary, capricious, or fraudulent action. [ 1 96 1 c 28 1 § 2.] 

47.12.200 Additional method of financing acquisition 
of property, engineering costs---Agreements with state 
finance committee. The highway commission may enter 
into agreements with the state finance committee for fi­
nancing the acquisition, by purchase or condemnation, 
of real property together with engineering costs that the 
highway commission deems will be necessary for the 
improvement of the state highway system. Such agree­
ments may provide for the acquisition of an individual 
parcel or for the acquisition of any number of parcels 
within the limits of a contemplated highway project. 
[ 1 969 ex.s. c 197 § 2; 1961 c 28 1 § 3.] 

47.12.210 Additional method of financing acquisition 
of property, engineering costs--Agreement with fi­
nance committee to purchase motor vehicle fund war­
rants--Funds which may be used for payment, 
limitations. Such an agreement shall provide that the 
state finance committee shall purchase, at par, warrants 
drawn upon the motor vehicle fund in payment for the 
property covered by the agreement and the engineering 
costs necessary for such advance purchase or condem­
nation. Such warrants shall be purchased by the state 
finance committee, upon the presentation by the hold­
ers thereof to the state treasurer, from any moneys 
available for investment in: ( I )  The accident fund, 
medical aid fund, or the reserve fund created by chap­
ter 5 1 .44 RCW; or (2) the state treasury available for 
investment as provided in RCW 43.84.080: Provided, 
That in no event shall more than ten percent of the as­
sets of any fund be used for the purpose of acquiring 
property as authorized herein, except in the case of 
current state funds in the state treasury, twenty percent 
of the balance therein available for investment may be 
invested as provided in RCW 47. 1 2. 1 80 through 47. 1 2-
.240. [ 1969 ex.s. c 197 § 3 ;  1 96 1  c 28 1 § 4.] 
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Authorization that certain funds may be invested in motor vehicle 
fund warrants: RCW 41.40.071, 43.84.080 and 51.44. 100. 

47.12.220 Additional method of financing acquisition 
of property, engineering costs-Mandatory, permissive, 
provisions in agreement with finance committee Du­
ration, funds, redemption of warrants, interest, etc. Each 
such agreement shall include, but shall not be limited to 
the following: 

( 1) A provision stating the term of the agreement 
which shall not extend more than seven years from the 
effective date of the agreement. 

(2) A designation of the specific fund or funds to be 
used to carry out such agreement. 

(3) A provision that the highway commission may re­
deem warrants purchased by the state finance commit­
tee at any time prior to the letting of a highway 
improvement contract utilizing the property; and fur­
ther, during the effective period of each such agreement 
the highway commission shall redeem such warrants 
whenever such a highway improvement contract is let, 
or upon the expiration of such agreement, whichever 
date is earlier. 

(4) A provision stating the rate of interest such war­
rants shall bear commencing at the time of purchase by 
the state finance committee. 

(5) Any additional provisions agreed upon by the 
highway commission and the state finance committee 
which are necessary to carry out the purposes of such 
agreement as indicated by RCW 47. 12. 1 80 through 47-
. 12.240. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 197 § 4; 196 1  c 28 1 § 5.] 

47.12.230 Additional method of financing acquisition 
of property, engineering costs-Form of warrants­
Approval--Payment--Deposit. Warrants issued for 
payment of property and engineering costs as provided 
herein shall be of a distinctive design and shall contain 
the words "for purchase by the state finance committee 
from _ _ _ _ _  fund" (indicating the proper investing fund 
as provided by the agreement). Such warrants shall be 
approved by the secretary of the state finance commit­
tee prior to their issuance by the state treasurer. Upon 
presentation of such warrants to the state treasurer for 
payment, he shall pay the par value thereof from the 
fund for which the state finance committee agreed to 
purchase such warrants whether or not there are then 
funds in the motor vehicle fund. The state treasurer 
shall deposit such warrants in the treasury for the in­
vesting fund. [ 1969 ex.s. c 197 § 5; 196 1  c 28 1 § 6.] 

47.12.240 Additional method of financing acquisition 
of property, engineering costs-Transfer of interest 
from motor vehicle fund to purchasing fund-Time of 
warrant payment---Obligations are prior charge. The 
state treasurer shall transfer from the motor vehicle 
fund to the credit of the fund purchasing such warrants 
interest at the rate and at the times provided for in such 
agreement. The state treasurer shall pay such warrants 
at the time provided for in the agreement. Such obliga­
tions coming due shall be a prior charge against any 
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funds in the motor vehicle fund available to the high­
way commission for construction of state highways. 
[ 1 96 1  c 28 1 § 7.] 

47.12.242 "Advance right of way acquisition" defined. 
The term "advance right of way acquisition" means the 
acquisition of property and property rights not less than 
two nor more than seven years in advance of pro­
grammed construction, together with the engineering 
costs necessary for such advance right of way acquisi­
tion. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 197 § 6.] 

47.12.244 Advance right of way revolving fund. There 
is hereby created the "advance right of way revolving 
fund" in the custody of the treasurer, into which the 
Washington highway commission is authorized to de­
posit directly and expend without appropriation any 
federal moneys available for acquisition of right of way 
for future construction under the provisions of section 
108 of Title 23, United States Code. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 197 § 
7.] 

Appropriation--1969 ex.s. c 197: "There is appropriated from the 
motor vehicle fund the sum of five million dollars or so much thereof 
as is necessary to carry out the provisions of this act, into the advance 
right of way revolving fhnd in the custody of the treasurer cr,eated by 
this 1969 amendatory act, to be expended together with federal mon­
eys available for such purposes by the Washington highway commis­
sion for advance right of way acquisition without further or additional 
appropriation." [ 1969 ex.s. c 197 § 8.) 

47.12.246 Reimbursement to advance right of way 
revolving fund. Whenever, after any properties or prop­
erty rights are acquired from funds in the advance right 
of way revolving fund, the Washington highway com­
mission proceeds with the construction of a highway 
which will require the use of any of the property so ac­
quired, the commission shall reimburse the advance 
right of way revolving fund, from other funds available 
to it, the amount of the prior expenditures for advance 
right of way acquisition for the state highway being 
constructed. Such deposits may be reexpended as pro­
vided in RCW 47. 12 . 1 80, 47. 12.200 through 47. 12.230 
and 47. 12.242 through 47. 12.248 without further or ad­
ditional appropriations. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 1 97 § 9.] 

47. 12.248 Structures acquired in advance of pro­
grammed construction to be maintained in good appear­
ance. Whenever the Washington state highway 
commission shall purchase or condemn any property 
pursuant to the authority of RCW 47. 12. 1 80 through 
47. 12.240, as now or later amended, or RCW 47. 12.242 
through 47. 12.246, the commission shall cause any 
structures so acquired and not removed within a rea­
sonable time to be maintained in good appearance. 
[ 1969 ex.s. c 197 § 10.] 

47.12.250 Acquisition of property for preservation of 
beauty, historic sites, viewpoint, safety rest areas or buff­
er zones. The state highway commission is authorized to 
acquire by purchase, lease, condemnation, gift, devise, 
bequest, grant or exchange, title to or any interests or 
rights in real property adjacent to state highways for the 
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preservation of natural beauty, historic sites or view­
points or for safety rest areas or to provide a visual or 
sound buffer between highways and adjacent proper­
ties: Provided, That the state highway commission shall 
not acquire, by condemnation, less than an owner's en­
tire interest for providing a visual or sound buffer be­
tween highways and adjacent properties under RCW 
47. 12.0 1 0  and 47. 12.250 if said owner objects to the 
taking of said lesser interest or right. [ 1 967 c 108 § 5 ;  
1965 ex.s. c 1 70 § 62.] 

Roadside areas--Safety rest areas: Chapter 47.38 RCW. 
Scenic and recreational highway act: Chapter 47.39 RCW. 

47.12.260 Acquisition of real property subject to local 
improvement assessments--Payment. See RCW 
79.44. 190. 

47.12.270 Acquisition of property for parking facili­
ties for motorists using urban public transportation facili­
ties or private car pool vehicles. The state highway 
commission may acquire real property or interests in 
real property by gift, purchase, lease, or condemnation 
and may construct and maintain thereon fringe and 
transportation corridor parking facilities to serve mo­
torists transferring to or from urban public transporta­
tion vehicles or private car pool vehicles. The state 
highway commission may obtain and exercise options 
for the purchase of property to be used for purposes 
described in this section. The state highway commission 
shall not expend any funds for acquisition or construc­
tion costs of any parking facility to be operated as a 
part of a transit system by a metropolitan municipal 
corporation unless such facility has been approved by 
the state highway commission in advance of its acquisi­
tion or construction. [ 1973 2nd ex.s. c 18  § 1 .] 

47. 12.280 Sale of real property--Authorized-­
Procedure--Disposition of proceeds. Any real proper­
ty (including lands, improvements thereon, and any in­
terests or estates) held by the department of highways 
other than that acquired under RCW 47. 12.020 may be 
sold in accordance with the following procedure: 

( I )  Determination that the real property is unneces­
sary for the purposes of the department of highways; 

(2) Determination of the fair market value of the real 
property; 

(3) Offering of the real property for sale by auction 
after notice to the general public of the proposed auc­
tion sale in the following manner: By notice of the pro­
posed sale published in a display advertisement of no 
less than two column by two inch or one column by 
four inch size in any daily or weekly legal newspaper of 
general circulation published in the county in which the 
real property to be sold is situated. This advertisement 
shall appear in the legal notices section and the real es­
tate classified section. This publication shall appear for 
a period of not less than four weeks prior to the pro­
posed sale and the notice shall particularly describe the 
property to be sold and the time and place of the pro­
posed sale: Provided, That if there is no legal newspa­
per published in this county, then such notice shall be 

published in the legal newspaper published in this state 
nearest to the place of sale. 

(4) Offering of the real property for sale by advertise­
ment and negotiation if the real property was offered, 
but not sold at auction. 

No real property shall be sold for less than the fair 
market value at the time of the auction if sold at auc­
tion or the fair market value at the date of the agree­
ment to sell if sold by advertisement and negotiation. 
Any offer to purchase real property may be rejected at 
any time prior to written acceptance of the offer by the 
department of highways and approval of the terms of 
the transaction by the highway commission. 

The highway commission shall approve the terms of 
each sale, either individually or by general rule, so that 
payment is made or safely secured to the state. The 
highway commission may adopt rules further imple­
menting this section. 

All funds received under this section shall be for­
warded to the state treasurer and by him credited to the 
motor vehicle fund. [ 1973 I st ex.s. c 1 77 § I .] 

47.12.290 Sale of real property-Certification to 
governor--Execution, delivery of deed. When full 
payment for real property agreed to be sold as author­
ized by RCW 47. 12.280 has been received the director 
of the department of highways shall certify this fact to 
the governor with a description of the land and the 
terms of the sale and the governor may execute and the 
secretary of state shall attest the deed and deliver it to 
the grantee. [ 1973 1st ex.s. c 1 77 § 2.] 

47.12300 Sale of unneeded property--Toll bridge 
authority--Authorized--Rules. See RCW 47.56.254. 

47.12301 Sale of unneeded property--Ton bridge 
authority-Certification to governor--Execution, 
delivery of deed. See RCW 47.56.255. 

47.12.302 Toll bridge authority--Sale of unneeded 
property. See RCW 47.60. 1 30. 

47.12.310 Sale of real property--Advertisement of 
sale terms required before sale becomes final-Sale to 
second purchaser, when. Before any such sale involving 
a sum in excess of ten thousand dollars shall be final, 
the commission shall cause to be reported in a legal 
newspaper of the county in which the property is locat­
ed a legal advertisement, and such other advertisement 
as the commission shall deem advisable, setting forth 
the legal description of the property, the commonly 
known address, the name of the purchaser, the purchase 
price, the name of the agent, attorney, or real estate 
broker handling the transaction, the terms of the sale 
including the price and interest rate on any deferred 
payments, in three consecutive editions thereof. Any 
individual may within thirty days after the first publica­
tion of such advertisement offer subject to the same 
terms or conditions a purchase price of ten percent 
more than the offer advertised and the commission shall 
make such sale to the second purchaser. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 
1 77 § 6.] 
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47. 1 2.320 Sale of property--Listing of available 
properties with broker authorized. The highway commis­
sion may list any available properties with any licensed 
real estate broker at a commission rate otherwise 
charged in the geographic area for such services. [ 1973 
1 st ex.s. c 1 77 § 7.] 

Section 
47. 16.220 

Chapter 47.16 
PRIMARY HIGHWAY ROUTES 

Corridor highway (Auburn to Bothell)----Hearings and 
study as to location and design. 

47.16.220 Corridor highway (Auburn to Botheii)­
Hearings and study as to location and design. The joint 
committee on highways with the cooperation and as­
sistance of the state highway commission is authorized 
and directed to conduct public hearings and such infor­
mal local community meetings as it deems advisable 
within the areas that may be affected by establishment 
of a highway described as follows: Beginning at a junc­
tion of state highway No. 1 8  with primary state high­
way No. 1 ,  thence northerly east of Auburn, thence 
easterly to the vicinity of Auburn, thence generally 
northerly east of Renton, thence continuing via a corri­
dor located easterly of Lake Sammamish to a connec­
tion with primary state highway No. 15 northeast of 
Bothell, it being the intent of the legislature that said 
corridor highway, if established, shall be east of Lake 
Sammamish. Such hearings and meetings shall be con­
ducted in a manner to inform the public about alternate 
proposals for the location of said highway and to obtain 
information from the public which might affect the 
scope of the study or the choice of alternatives to be 
considered and which might aid in identification of 
critical social, economic and environmental effects prior 
to corridor hearings to be held by the highway commis­
sion. The joint committee on highways and the state 
highway commission shall maintain fhll liaison with 
King county and all cities and towns affected by the 
location of this highway to insure that each alternate 
proposed location will be properly coordinated with the 
adopted transportation plans of such local governments. 

The j oint committee on highways in connection with 
the preparation and conduct of such hearings may re­
tain a design team of experts from several disciplines 
concerned with aesthetic and social aspects in the loca­
tion and design of the proposed highway. The joint 
committee on highways shall report its findings relative 
to the establishment and general location of said high­
way to the legislature at the time of its convening in 
197 1 .  

There is hereby appropriated from the motor vehicle 
fund to the j oint committee on highways and the 
Washington state highway commission for the biennium 
ending June 30, 1 97 1 ,  the sum of two hundred thousand 
dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary to car­
ry out the provisions of this section.  [ 1 969 ex.s. c 28 1 § 
57.] 
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47.17.010 

47.17.005 State route No. 2. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 2 is established as follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 5 in 
Everett, thence easterly by the most feasible route by 
way of Monroe, Stevens Pass and Leavenworth to a 
junction with state route number 97 in the vicinity of 
Peshastin; also 

From that junction with state route number 97 in the 
vicinity of Peshastin, thence easterly by the most feasi­
ble route by way of Wenatchee, Waterville, Wilbur and 
Davenport to a junction with state route number 90 in 
the vicinity west of Spokane; also 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 90 at 
Spokane, thence northerly to a junction with state route 
number 395 in the vicinity north of Spokane; also 

From that junction with state route number 395 in 
the vicinity north of Spokane, thence northerly to a 
junction with state route number 3 I at Newport; also 

From that junction with state route number 3 1  at 
Newport, thence easterly to the Washington-Idaho 
boundary line, thence southerly along said boundary 
line to Fourth Street in Newport. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 2.] 

Purpose----1970 ex.s. c 51: "This act is intended to assign state 
route numbers to existing state highways duly established by prior 
legislative act in lieu of primary state highway numbers and second­
ary state highway numbers. Nothing contained herein is intended to 
add any new section of highway to the state highway system or delete 
any section of highway from the state highway system." [ 1 970 ex.s. c 
51 § 179.] "This act" [ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1 ]  is codified as RCW 47.17.005 
through 47. 1 7.850, 47.20.570, 47.20.580, 47.22.010, 47.22.020, and 
47.39.020. 

47.17.010 State route No. 3. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 3 is established as follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 101  
at  Shelton, thence northeasterly to a junction with state 
route number 302 at Allyn; also 
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From that junction with state route number 302 at 
Allyn, thence northeasterly to a junction with state 
route number 106 in the vicinity of Belfair; also 

From that junction with state route number 106 in 
the vicinity of Belfair, thence northeasterly by the most 
feasible route to Bremerton, thence northerly and east­
erly by the most feasible route in the vicinity of Poulsbo 
to a junction with state route number 104 in the vicinity 
of Port Gamble. [ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 3.] 

47.17.015 State route No. 4. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 4 is established as follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 10 1  
in the vicinity of a location known as Johnson's Land­
ing, in Pacific county, thence southeasterly by the most 
feasible route by way of Kelso to a junction with state 
route number 5. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 4.] 

47.17.020 State route No. 5. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 5 is established as follows: 

Beginning at the Washington-Oregon boundary line 
on the interstate bridge over the Columbia river at 
Vancouver, thence northerly by way of Kelso, Chehalis, 
Centralia, Olympia, Tacoma, Seattle, Everett and Mt. 
Vernon, thence northwesterly to the east of Lake 
Samish, thence northeasterly and northerly by way of 
Bellingham to the international boundary line in the vi­
cinity of Blaine in Whatcom county. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 
5.]  

47.17.025 State route No. 6.  A state highway to be 
known as state route number 6 is established as follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 10 1  
at  Raymond, thence easterly by the most feasible route 
to a junction with state route number 5 at Chehalis. 
[ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 6.] 

47.17.030 State route No. 7. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 7 is established as follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 1 2  in 
the vicinity of Morton, thence northerly to a junction 
with state route number 706 at Elbe; also 

From that junction with state route number 706 at 
Elbe, thence northerly to a junction with state route 
number 5 at Tacoma. [ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 7.] 

47.17.035 State route No. 8. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 8 is established as follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 1 2  in 
the vicinity of Elma, thence easterly by the most feasi­
ble route to a junction with state route number 101  at 
Tumwater. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 8.] 

47.17.040 State route No. 9. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 9 is established as follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 522 
north of Woodinville, thence northerly by way of 
Snohomish, Arlington and Sedro Woolley to a junction 
with state route number 542, in the vicinity of Deming; 
also 
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Beginning at a junction with state route number 542, 
in the vicinity of Lawrence, thence northerly to the in­
ternational boundary at Sumas. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 9.] 

47.17.045 State route No. 10. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 1 0  is established as 
follows : 

Beginning at Teanaway junction, thence easterly via 
the existing highway along the north side of the Yakima 
river to a junction with state route number 1 3 1  west of 
Ellensburg. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 73 § 1 ;  1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 10.] 

47.17.050 State route No. 1 1. A state highway to be 
known as state route number I I  is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 5 in 
the vicinity of Mt. Vernon, thence northerly by way of 
Blanchard to a junction with state route number 5 at 
Bellingham. [ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 1 1 .] 

47.17.055 State route No. 12. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 1 2  is  established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 101 
at Aberdeen, thence easterly by way of Montesano and 
Elma to a junction with state route number 8 in the vi­
cinity of Elma; also 

From that junction with state route number 8 in the 
vicinity of Elma, thence southeasterly to a junction with 
state route number 5 in the vicinity north of Centralia; 
also 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 5 in 
the vicinity south of Chehalis, thence easterly by way of 
Morton and White Pass to a junction with state route 
number 410 northwest of Yakima; also 

From that junction with state route number 410 
northwest of Yakima, thence southeasterly to a junction 
with state route number 82 at Yakima; also 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 82 
near Union Gap, thence southeasterly by the most fea­
sible route by way of Pasco and Wallula to Walla 
Walla, thence northerly by way of Dayton to a junction 
with state route number 1 27 at Dodge; also 

From that junction with state route number 1 27 in 
the vicinity of Dodge, thence easterly by the most fea­
sible �oute by way of Pomeroy and Clarkston to the 
Washmgton-Idaho boundary line. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 1 2.] 

47.17.060 State route No. 14. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 1 4  is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 5 at 
Vancouver, thence easterly by way of Stevenson to a 
junction with state route number 97 in the vicinity of 
Maryhill; also 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 97 in 
the vicinity of Maryhill, thence easterly along the north 
bank of the Columbia river to the vicinity of Plymouth, 
thence northeasterly to a junction with state route 
number 1 2  in the vicinity of Kennewick. [ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  
§ 1 3 .] 
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47.17.065 State route No. 16. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 16  is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 5 at 
Tacoma, thence northwesterly by way of the Tacoma 
Narrows Bridge and a junction with state route number 
160 in the vicinity west of Port Orchard to a junction 
with state route number 3 in the vicinity of Bremerton. 
[ 1973 1st ex.s. c 1 5 1  § 1 ; 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 14.] 

47.17.070 State route No. 17. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 1 7  is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 395 
in the vicinity of Eltopia, thence northwesterly to a 
junction with state route number 90 in the vicinity of 
Moses Lake, thence northwesterly to a junction with 
state route number 28 in the vicinity of Soap Lake; also 

From that junction with state route number 28 in the 
vicinity of Soap Lake, thence northerly by the most 
feasible route to a junction with state route number 2 
west of Coulee City; also 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 2 in 
the vicinity west of Coulee City, thence northerly cross­
ing the Columbia river in the vicinity of Bridgeport and 
the Chief Joseph dam, thence northwesterly on the 
north side of the Columbia river to a junction with state 
route number 97 east of Brewster. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 1 5.] 

47.17.075 State route No. 18. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 1 8  is established as 
fo11ows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 509 
in the vicinity of northeast Tacoma, thence generally 
northeasterly by the most direct and feasible route by 
way of the vicinity of Milton and Auburn to a junction 
with state route number 90 at a point approximately 
four miles west of North Bend. [ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 16.] 

47.17.080 State route No. 20. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 20 is established as 
fol1ows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 101  
in the vicinity of  Discovery Bay, thence northeasterly 
via the most feasible route to Port Townsend; also 

From the Keystone ferry dock on Whidbey Island, 
thence northeasterly by the most feasible route by way 
of Deception Pass, Burlington, Sedro Woolley, Con­
crete, Newhalem, Winthrop, Twisp, Okanogan, 
Tonasket, Republic, Kettle Falls, Colville, and Tiger; 
thence southerly and southeasterly to a junction with 
state route number 2 at Newport. [ 1973 I st ex.s. c 1 5 1  § 
1 3 ;  1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 17.] 

47.17.081 State route No. 20 north. A state highway 
to be known as state route number 20 north is estab­
lished as follows: 

Beginning at Anacortes, thence easterly via the most 
feasible route to a junction with state route number 20 
southeast of Anacortes. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 1 5 1  § 17.] 

47.17.085 State route No. 21. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 2 I is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 395 
in the vicinity of Lind, thence northerly by the most 
feasible route by way of Odessa to a junction with state 
route number 2 in the vicinity west of Wilbur; also 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 2 at. 
Wilbur, thence northerly by the most feasible route to a 
junction with state route number 30 at Republic; also 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 30 
east of Republic, thence northeasterly by the most fea­
sible route to the east of Curlew lake by way of Curlew 
to the international boundary line in the vicinity of 
Danville. [ I  970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 1 8.] 

47.17.090 State route No. 22. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 22 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 12 
southeast of Yakima, thence southerly to a junction of 
state route number 97 in the vicinity of Toppenish; also 

From that junction with state route number 97 at 
Toppenish, thence southeasterly by way of Mabton to a 
junction with state route number 12 at Prosser. [ 1 970 
ex.s. c 5 1  § 19.] 

47.17.095 State route No. 23. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 23 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 1 95 
in the vicinity north of Colfax, thence northwesterly to 
a junction with state route number 230 in the vicinity of 
Ewan; also 

From that junction with state route number 230 in 
the vicinity west of Ewan, thence northwesterly to a 
junction with state route number 90 at Sprague; also 

From that junction with state route number 90 at 
Sprague, thence northwesterly to a junction with state 
route number 28 at Harrington. [ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 20.] 

47.17.100 State route No. 24. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 24 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 82 at 
Yakima, thence easterly and northerly via Cold Creek 
and Vernita to a junction with state route number 26 in 
the vicinity of Othello. [ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 2 1 .] 

47.17.105 State route No. 25. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 25 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 2 at 
Davenport, thence northerly by the most feasible route 
to a junction with state route number 395 in the vicinity 
of Kettle Falls, thence northeasterly by the most feasi­
ble route to international boundary line. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  
§ 22.] 

47.17.110 State route No. 26. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 26 is established as 
follows: 
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Beginning at a junction with state route number 90 in 
the vicinity of the east end of the Vantage bridge, 
thence in a southerly direction parallel to the east bank 
of the Columbia river for a distance of approximately 
two and one-half miles, thence southeasterly to the vi­
cinity of Othello, thence easterly to a junction with state 
route number 395, thence easterly to a junction with 
state route number 26 1 in the vicinity of Washtucna; 
also 

From a junction with state route number 26 1 in the 
vicinity of Washtucna, thence easterly by way of La 
Crosse to a junction with state route number 127 in the 
vicinity of Dusty. [ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 23.] 

47.17.1 15 State route No. 27. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 27 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 195 
at Pullman, thence northerly to a junction with state 
route number 27 1 in the vicinity of Oakesdale; also 

From a junction with state route number 27 1 at 
Oakesdale, thence in a northerly direction by way of 
Tekoa, Latah, Fairfield and Rockford to a junction with 
state route number 90 in the vicinity of Opportunity. 
[ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 24.] 

47.17.120 State route No. 28. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 28 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 2 in 
the vicinity east of Wenatchee, thence southeasterly to a 
junction with state route number 281  at Quincy; also 

From that junction with state route number 28 1 at 
Quincy, thence easterly by way of Ephrata and Odessa 
to a junction with state route number 2 at Davenport. 
[ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 25.) 

47.17.130 State route No. 31. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 3 1  is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 20 at 
Tiger, thence northerly by way of Metaline Falls to the 
international boundary. [ 1973 l st ex.s. c 1 5 1  § 14; 1970 
ex.s. c 5 1  § 27.] 

47.17.135 State route No. 82. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 82 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 90 in 
the vicinity of Ellensburg, thence southerly by the most 
feasible route by way of Yakima to a junction with state 
route number 12 at Union Gap; also 

From that junction with state route number 12 in the 
vicinity of Union Gap, thence southeasterly to a suit­
able crossing of the Columbia river to connect with a 
public roadway within the state of Oregon known as 
SON. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 28.] 

47.17.140 State route No. 90. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 90 is established as 
follows: 
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Beginning at a junction with state route number 5, 
thence, via the west approach to the Lake Washington 
bridge in Seattle, in an easterly direction by way of 
Mercer Island, North Bend, Snoqualmie pass, 
Ellensburg, Vantage, Moses Lake, Ritzville, Sprague 
and Spokane to the Washington-Idaho boundary line. 
[ 1 97 1 ex.s. c 73 § 2; 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 29.] 

47.17.145 State route No. 92. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 92 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 9 
northeast of Everett, thence northeasterly by the most 
feasible route to Granite Falls. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 30.] 

47.17.150 State route No. 95. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 95 is established as 
follows : 

Beginning at the Washington-Idaho boundary line, 
thence northwesterly to a junction with state route 
number 195, thence northeasterly to the Washington­
Idaho boundary line. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 3 1 .] 

47.17.155 State route No. 97. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 97 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at the Washington�Oregon boundary on 
the interstate bridge across the Columbia river at Biggs 
Rapids, thence in a northerly direction to the junction 
with state route number 14 in the vicinity of Maryhill, 
thence in a northerly direction by way of Goldendale, 
thence northeasterly by way of Satus Pass to a junction 
with state route number 22 at Toppenish, thence north­
westerly south of the Yakima river to a junction with 
state route number 82 at Union Gap; also 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 90 in 
the vicinity east of Cle Elum, thence northeasterly by 
the most feasible route by way of Blewett Pass to a 
junction with state route number 2 in the vicinity of 
Peshastin; also 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 2 in 
the vicinity north of Wenatchee, thence northerly by 
the most feasible route by way of the vicinities of 
Chelan, Pateros, Brewster, Okanogan, and Oroville to 
the international boundary line : Provided, That until 
such times as the watergrade route between Chelan 
Station and Azwell, as designated by the highway com­
mission, is constructed and opened to traffic the existing 
route on the west side of the Columbia river shall re­
main the traveled way of state route number 97. [ 1 973 
1 st ex.s. c 1 5 1  § 2;  1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 32.] 

47.17.160 State route No. 99. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 99 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 1 8  in 
the vicinity of Federal Way, thence northerly by way of 
Midway, Seattle, Edmonds, and Lynnwood to a junc­
tion with state route number 5 in Everett :  Provided, 
That until state route number 509 is constructed and 
opened to traffic on an anticipated ultimate alignment 
from a junction with state route number 5 in Tacoma 
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via the Port of Tacoma industrial area to a junction 
with state route number 1 8  in the vicinity of Federal 
Way that portion of state route number 99 between 
state route number 5 at Fife and state route number 1 8  
in the vicinity o f  Federal Way shall remain on the state 
highway system. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 73 § 3 ;  1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 
33.] 

47.17.165 State route No. 101. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 101  is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at the Oregon boundary on the interstate 
bridge at Point Ellis, thence northwesterly by the most 
feasible route by way of Ilwaco to a junction with state 
route number 4 in the vicinity of a location known as 
Johnson's Landing in Pacific county; also 

From that junction with state route number 4 in the 
vicinity of a location known as Johnson's Landing, in 
Pacific county, thence northerly by the most feasible 
route by way of South Bend to a junction with state 
route number 6 at Raymond; also 

From that junction with state route number 6 at 
Raymond, thence northerly by the most feasible route 
by way of Cosmopolis to a junction with state route 
number 12  at Aberdeen ;  also 

From that junction with state route number 12  at 
Aberdeen, thence westerly to Hoquiam, thence north­
westerly by way of Lake Quinault to Forks, thence 
easterly by way of Port Angeles to the vicinity of Dis­
covery Bay, thence southerly by way of Shelton to a 
junction with state route number 5 in the vicinity west 
of Olympia; also 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 10 1  
i.l) the vicinity east of Ilwaco, thence northerly by the 
most feasible route to a junction with state route num­
ber 10 1  in the vicinity northeast of Ilwaco. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 
5 1  § 34.] 

47.17.170 State route No. 103. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 1 03 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 101  
at Seaview, thence northerly by the most feasible route 
by way of Long Beach to Ocean Park. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 
35.] 

47.17.175 State route No. 104. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 104 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 10 1  
in the vicinity south of  Discovery Bay, thence south­
easterly to the vicinity of Shine on Hood Canal, thence 
crossing Hood Canal to a junction with state route 
number 3 in the vicinity of Port Gamble; also 

From that junction with state route number 3 in the 
vicinity of Port Gamble, thence to Port Gamble, thence 
southerly and easterly to Kingston; also 

Beginning at Edmonds, thence southeasterly to a 
junction with state route nu11_1ber 99 in the vicinity of 
the Snohomish-King county hne; also 

Beginning at a junction �ith st�te route nu�ber 99 in 
the vicinity of the Snohonush-King county hne, thence 

southeasterly to a junction with state route number 522 
in the vicinity of Lake Forest Park. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 
36.] 

47.17.180 State route No. 105. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 105 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 10 1  
at Raymond, thence westerly by the most feasible route 
by way of Tokeland and North Cove to the shore of 
Grays Harbor north of Westport; also 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 105 
in the vicinity south of Westport, thence northeasterly 
by the most feasible route to a junction with state route 
number 10 1  at Aberdeen. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 37.] 

47.17.185 State route No. 106. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 106 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 10 1  
near the mouth of  the Skokomish river, thence north­
easterly along the southeast shore of Hood Canal to a 
junction with state route number 3 in the vicinity of 
Belfair. { 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 38.] 

47.17.190 State route No. 107. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 107 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 10 1  
north of Artie, thence northeasterly to  a junction with 
state route number 12 at Montesano. [ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 
39.] 

47.17.195 State route No. 108. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 108 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 8 in 
the vicinity west of McCleary, thence northeasterly to a 
junction with state route number 10 1  south of Shelton. 
[ 1 973 I st ex.s. c 1 5 1  § 3; 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 40.] 

47.17.200 State route No. 109. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 1 09 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 10 1  
in Hoquiam, thence northwesterly by way of  Ocean 
City, Copalis, Pacific Beach and Moclips to a junction 
with state route number 10 1  in the vicinity of Queets. 
[ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 4 1 .] 

47.17.205 State route No. 1 10. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 1 10 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 1 1  in 
the vicinity of Donovan avenue in the city of 
Bellingham, thence easterly by the most feasible route 
to a junction with state route number 5 at Lindsay ave­
nue in the city of Bellingham: Provided, That at such 
time as this route, as designated by the highway com­
mission, is constructed and opened to traffic it shall 
then become a part of state route number 1 1  and that 
part of state route number 1 1  in Bellingham between its 
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junction with state route number 1 10 and state route 
number 5 is then and shall be deleted from the state 
highway system. [ 197 1  ex.s. c 73 § 4; 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 
42.] 

47.17.215 State route No. 1 12. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 1 1 2 is established as 
follows : 

Beginning at the easterly boundary of the Makah In­
dian Reservation, thence easterly by way of Clallam 
Bay and Pysht to a junction with state route number 
101  in or near Port Angeles. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 73 § 5 ;  1 970 
ex.s. c 5 1  § 44.] 

47.17.217 State route No. 1 15. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 1 1 5 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at Ocean Shores thence in an easterly and 
northerly direction by the most feasible route to a junc­
tion with state route number 1 09 in the vicinity south of 
Ocean City. [ 1 973 c 60 § 1 .] 

47.17.225 State route No. 121. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 1 2 1  is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 12 in 
the vicinity of Rochester, thence easterly and north­
easterly to a junction with state route number 5 in the 
vicinity of Maytown. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 46.] 

47.17.230 State route No. 123. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 1 23 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 12 in 
the vicinity west of White Pass, thence northerly to a 
junction with state route number 410  in the vicinity 
west of Chinook Pass. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 47.] 

47.17.235 State route No. 124. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 124 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 12 in 
the vicinity of Burbank, thence northeasterly by the 
most feasible route to a point in the vicinity of Eureka, 
thence easterly by the most feasible route to a junction 
with state route number 125 in the vicinity of Prescott, 
thence easterly to a junction with state route number 12 
in the vicinity northeast of Waitsburg. 

That portion of state route number 124 lying between 
the junction with state route number 12  and the county 
road to Ice Harbor Dam to be known as " Ice Harbor 
Drive" .  [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 1 5 1  § 4; 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 48.] 

47.17.240 State route No. 125. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 125 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at the Washington-Oregon boundary line 
south of Walla Walla, thence northerly to a junction 
with state route number 1 2  at Walla Walla; also 

From that junction with state route number 12 at 
Walla Walla, thence northerly to a junction with state 
route number 1 24 at Prescott. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 49.] 
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47.17.245 State route No. 126. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 126 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 12 in 
the vicinity north of Dayton, thence northeasterly to a 
junction with state route number 12  in the vicinity west 
of Pomeroy. [ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 50.] 

47.17.250 State route No. 127. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 127 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 12 in 
the vicinity of Dodge, thence northerly to a junction 
with state route number 1 95 at Colfax. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 
5 1 .] 

47.17.255 State route No. 128. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 128 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 12 at 
Pomeroy, thence southeasterly to Peola, thence north­
easterly to a junction with state route number 1 2  in the 
vicinity west of Clarkston. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 52.] 

47.17.260 State route No. 129. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 129 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at the Washington-Oregon boundary line 
in Asotin county, thence northerly by the most feasible 
route by way of Asotin to a junction with state route 
number 1 2  at Clarkston. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 53.] 

47.17.265 State route No. 131. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 1 3 1  is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 90 in 
the vicinity of Woldale, thence northwesterly to a junc­
tion with state route number 97 in the vicinity of 
Virden. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 54.] 

47.17.270 State route No. 140. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 140 is established as 
follows : 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 14 at 
Washougal, thence northerly and easterly by the most 
feasible route following the general course of the 
Washougal river to a junction with state route number 
14 east of Washougal. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 55.] 

47.17.275 State route No. 141. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 14 1  is established as 
follows : 

Beginning at a wye junction with state route number 
14, the west branch in the vicinity east of Underwood 
and the east branch in the vicinity of White Salmon, 
thence northerly to the boundary of the Gifford Pinchot 
National Forest. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 56.] 

47.17.280 State route No. 142. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 142 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 14 in 
the vicinity of Lyle, thence northeasterly by way of 
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Klickitat to a junction with state route number 97 in the 
vicinity of Goldendale. [ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 57.] 

47.17.281 State route No. 143. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 143 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at the Washington-Oregon boundary on 
the interstate bridge across the Columbia river in the 
vicinity of McNary Dam, thence northerly by the most 
feasible route to a junction with state route number 14 
in the vicinity of Plymouth: Provided, That this section 
shall not become effective until tolls are no longer 
charged on this bridge and until the highway commis­
sion has entered into an agreement with the state of 
Oregon or a political subdivision or municipal corpora­
tion of the state of Oregon or an instrumentality thereof 
providing for the maintenance and operation of this 
bridge. [ 1973 1st ex.s. c 1 5 1  § 5.] 

47.17.285 State route No. 150. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 1 50 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at Manson, thence southeasterly to the 
north of Lake Chelan to a junction with state route 
number 97 at Chelan. [ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 58.] 

47.17.290 State route No. 151. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 1 5 1  is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 2 in 
the vicinity of Orondo, thence northerly crossing the 
Columbia river in the vicinity of Chelan Station to a 
wye junction with state route number 97 in the vicinity 
east of Chelan; also 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 1 5 1  
in the vicinity of Chelan Station, thence northerly to a 
junction with state route number 97 in the vicinity 
south of Azwell. ( 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 59.] 

47.17.295 State route No. 153. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 1 53 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 97 in 
the vicinity of Pateros, thence northerly and westerly by 
the most feasible route to a junction with state route 
number 20 in the vicinity south of Twisp. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 
5 1  § 60.] 

47.17300 State route No. 155. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 1 55 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 2 in 
the vicinity .north of Coulee City, thence northeasterly 
to the boundary of the federal reservation at the Grand 
Coulee dam; also 

Beginning at the boundary of the federal reservation 
at the Grand Coulee dam, thence northwesterly by the 
most feasible route by way of Nespelem and Disautel to 
a junction with state route number 97 at Omak; also 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 1 55 
at Omak, thence northwesterly crossing the Okanogan 

river to a junction with state route number 20 at Omak. 
[ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 6 1 .] 

47.17305 State route No. 160. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 160 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 1 6  in 
the vicinity west of Port Orchard, thence northeasterly 
by way of Port Orchard to Harper and Point 
Southworth. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 62.] 

47.17310 State route No. 161. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 16 1  is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 7 in 
the vicinity of La Grande, thence northeasterly via 
Eatonville to Puyallup, thence northerly to a junction 
with state route number 1 8. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 73 § 6; 1970 
ex.s. c 5 1  § 63.] 

47.17.315 State route No. 162. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 162 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 16 1  
at Puyallup, thence southerly to Orting, thence north­
easterly to a junction with state route number 1 65 in the 
vicinity south of Buckley. [ 1971 ex.s. c 73 § 7; 1970 ex.s. 
c 5 1  § 64.] 

47.17320 State route No. 164. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 1 64 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at an interchange of state route number 1 8 
and the Auburn-Black Diamond road in the vicinity of 
Auburn, thence southerly to an intersection with south­
east 356th street in the vicinity of Auburn Academy, 
thence southeasterly to a junction with state route 
number 410  at Enumclaw. 

At such time that the section of state route number 
164, between its intersection with the Auburn-Black 
Diamond road and its intersection with southeast 356th 
street, is constructed and open to traffic, that section of 
state route number 164, between southeast 356th street 
in Auburn and the intersection of state route number 1 8  
and "C" street northeast in Auburn will be certified 
back to the local agencies. [ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 65.] 

47.17325 State route No. 165. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 165 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at the northwest entrance to Mt. Rainier 
National Park, thence northerly to a junction with state 
route number 410  at Buckley. [ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 66.] 

47.17.330 State route No. 167. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 167 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 5 in 
the vicinity of Tacoma, thence easterly by way of 
Sumner, thence northerly to a junction with state route 
number 1 8  at Auburn; also 
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From that junction with state route number 1 8  at 
Auburn, thence northerly by way of the vicinity of 
Renton and Bryn Mawr to Seattle; also 

From a junction with state route number 1 8  at Au­
burn northerly to the north city limits of Kent. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, that 
portion of existing state route number 1 67 now lying 
between the north city limits of Kent and state route 
number 1 8  in the vicinity of Auburn shall remain as a 
part of state route number 1 67 until such time as the 
new route of state route number 167 lying between the 
north city limits of Kent and state route number 1 8  in 
the vicinity of Auburn has been completed in its entire­
ty and is open to traffic. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 67.] 

47.17335 State route No. 168. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 1 68 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 4 10  
in the vicinity of  the junction of the Greenwater and 
White rivers, thence easterly to a junction with state 
route number 4 10  in the vicinity north of Cliffdell. 
[ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1 § 68.] 

47.17340 State route No. 169. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 1 69 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 164 
at Enumclaw, thence northwesterly by way of Summit 
to a junction with state route number 900 in the vicinity 
of Renton. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 73 § 8 ;  1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 69.] 

47.17345 State route No. 170. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 1 70 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 17  
west of Warden, thence easterly to Warden. ( 1 970 ex.s. 
c 5 1  § 70.] 

47.17.350 State route No. 171. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 1 7 1  is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 90 
west of Moses Lake, thence northeasterly by way of 
Moses Lake to a junction with state route number 28 in 
the vicinity west of Odessa: Provided, That until such 
times as state route number 1 7 1  is actually constructed 
on the location adopted by the highway commission, no 
existing county roads shall be maintained or improved 
by the highway commission as a temporary route of 
said state route number 1 7 1 .  [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 7 1 .] 

47.17.355 State route No. 172. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 1 72 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 2 in 
the vicinity of Waterville, thence northerly and easterly 
by the most feasible route by way of Mansfield to a 
junction with state route number 1 7  in the vicinity of 
Leahy. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 72.] 
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47.17360 State route No. 173. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 173 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 17 at 
Bridgeport thence northwesterly on the south side of 
the Columbia river to a junction with state route num­
ber 97 in the vicinity of Brewster. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 73.] 

47.17.365 State route No. 174. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 174 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 17 
east of Bridgeport, thence easterly by the most feasible 
route to the boundary of the federal reservation at 
Grand Coulee dam; also 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 1 55 
at Grand Coulee, thence southeasterly to a junction 
with state route number 2 1  in the vicinity north of 
Wilbur; also 

A spur beginning at a junction with state route num­
ber 174 in the vicinity of the boundary of the federal 
reservation at the Grand Coulee dam and extending to 
Crown Point. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 7 4.] 

47.17370 State route No. 181. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 1 8 1  is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 18 in 
the vicinity west of Auburn, thence northerly to a junc­
tion with state route number 599 south of Seattle. [ 1 97 1 
ex.s. c 73 § 9; 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 75.] 

47.17372 State route No. 182. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 1 82 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 82, 
thence easterly via Kiona and Richland to a junction 
with state route number 395 in the vicinity of Pasco. 
( 1 97 1  ex.s. c 73 § 1 0.] 

47.17375 State route No. 193. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 1 93 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 12 in 
the vicinity of Clarkston, thence westerly and northerly 
by way of Steptoe canyon to a junction of state route 
number 1 95 in the vicinity of Colton: Provided, That 
until such time as state route number 193 between 
Colton and Clarkston is actually constructed on the lo­
cation adopted by the highway commission no existing 
county roads shall be maintained or improved by the 
highway commission as a temporary route of said state 
route number 1 93.  ( 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 76.] 

47.17.380 State route No. 195. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 1 95 is established as 
follows : 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 95 
southeast of Uniontown near the Washington-Idaho 
boundary line, thence northwesterly to a junction with 
state route number 27 at Pullman; also 
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From that junction with state route number 27 at 
Pullman, thence northwesterly by the most feasible 
route to a junction with state route number 127 at 
Colfax; also 

From that junction with state route number 127 at 
Colfax, thence in a northerly direction by the most fea­
sible route by way of Rosalia to a junction with state 
route number 90 at Spokane. [ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 77.] 

47.17.382 State route No. 197. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 1 97 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at the Washington-Oregon boundary on 
the interstate bridge across the Columbia river in the 
vicinity of The Dalles, thence northerly by the most 
feasible route to a junction with state route number 14:  
Provided, That this section shall not become effective 
until tolls are no longer charged on this bridge and until 
the highway commission has entered into an agreement 
with the state of Oregon or a political subdivision or 
municipal corporation of the state of Oregon or an in­
strumentality thereof providing for the maintenance 
and operation of this bridge. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 1 5 1  § 6.] 

47.17.385 State route No. 202. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 202 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 522 
near Bothell, thence southeasterly by the most feasible 
route to a junction with state route number 90 in the 
vicinity west of Snoqualmie Pass. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 78.] 

47.17.390 .State route No. 203. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 203 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 202 
at Fall City, thence northerly by the most feasible route 
by way of Duvall to a junction with state route number 
2 at Monroe. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 79.] 

47.17.395 State route No. 204. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 204 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 2 in 
the vicinity east of Everett, thence northeasterly by the 
most feasible route to a junction with state route num­
ber 9. [ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 80.] 

47.17.400 State route No. 205. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 205 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at the Washington-Oregon boundary line 
in the vicinity east of Vancouver, thence northwesterly 
to a junction with state route number 5 in the vicinity 
of Salmon Creek, north of Vancouver. [ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 
8 1 .] 

47.17.405 State route No. 206. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 206 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 2 
near the north line of section 3, township 26N, range 

43E, thence northeasterly to a point in section 28, 
township 28N, range 45E at the entrance to Mt .  
Spokane State Park. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 51  § 82.] 

47. 17.410 State route No. 207. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 207 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 2 in 
the vicinity north of Winton, thence northerly to a 
junction with state route number 209 at Lake 
Wenatchee; also 

From that junction with state route number 209 at 
Lake Wenatchee, thence northwesterly by the most fea­
sible route on the north side of Lake Wenatchee to 
Telma. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 83.] 

47.17.415 State route No. 209. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 209 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at Leavenworth on state route number 2, 
thence northerly by the most feasible route to a junc­
tion with state route number 207 at Lake Wenatchee. 
[ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 84.] 

47.17.417 State route No. 213. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 2 1 3  is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 97 in 
the vicinity of Malott, thence northeasterly to a junc­
tion with state route number 20 southwest of 
Okanogan: Provided, That until such time as this route 
is actually constructed on the location adopted by the 
highway commission, no county roads shall be main­
tained or improved by the highway commission as a 
temporary route. [ 1 973 l st ex.s. c 1 5 1  § 1 8.] 

47.17.419 State route No. 215. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 2 1 5  is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 20 in 
the vicinity of Okanogan, thence northeasterly on the 
west side of the Okanagan river to a junction with state 
route number 97 north of Omak. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 1 5 1  § 
19.] 

47.17.420 State route No. 220. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 220 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at Old Fort Simcoe, thence easterly by 
way of White Swan to a junction with state route num­
ber 22 at Toppenish. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 73 § 1 1 ; 1 970 ex.s. c 
5 1  § 85.] 

47.17.425 State route No. 221. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 22 1 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 14 in 
the vicinity of Patterson, thence northerly to a junction 
with state route number 22 in the vicinity of Prosser. 
[ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 86.] 
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47.17.430 State route No. 223. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 223 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 22 in 
the vicinity southeast of Toppenish, thence easterly to a 
junction with state route number 12  in the vicinity of 
Granger. The establishment of state route number 223 
as defined in this section shall be effective July 1 ,  1 965. 
[ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 87.] 

47.17.435 State route No. 224. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 224 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 12 at 
Kiona, thence northeasterly to a junction with state 
route number 240 at Richland. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 88.] 

47.17.440 State route No. 230. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 230 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 90 in 
the vicinity of Ritzville, thence easterly by the most 
feasible route to a junction with state route number 23 
in the vicinity of Ewan. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 89.] 

47.17.445 State route No. 231.  A state highway to be 
known as state route number 23 1 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 23 in 
the vicinity northwest of Sprague, thence northerly by 
way of Edwall to a junction with state route number 2 
in the vicinity west of Reardan; also 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 2 in 
the vicinity of Reardan, thence northerly by way of 
Long Lake across the Spokane river, thence northeast­
erly by way of Springdale to a junction with state route 
number 395 in the vicinity of Chewelah. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  
§ 90.] 

47.17.450 State route No. 232. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 232 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a point approximately one mile south of 
Valley, thence easterly one and one-half miles to a 
junction with state route number 395. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 
9 1 .] 

47.17.455 State route No. 240. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 240 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 24 in 
the vicinity east of Cold Creek, thence southeasterly by 
the most feasible route across the Atomic Energy Com­
mission Reservation to a junction with state route num­
ber 224 at Richland; also 

From that junction with state route number 224 at 
Richland, thence southeasterly to a wye junction with 
state route number 12 at Richland. The director may 
enter into negotiations with appropriate federal agencies 
to secure right of way for said highway over and across 
the Atomic Energy Commission Reservation. [ 1970 ex.s. 
c 5 1  § 92.] 
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47.17.460 State route No. 241.  A state highway to be 
known as state route number 241 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 12 
approximately one mile east of Sunnyside, thence 
northeasterly to a junction with state route number 24. 
[ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 93 .] 

47.17.465 State route No. 243. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 243 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 24 
north of its crossing of the Columbia river, thence 
westerly and northerly by way of Arrowsmith and 
Beverly to a junction with state route number 26 south 
of the Columbia river bridge at Vantage. [ 1970 ex.s. c 
5 1  § 94.] 

47.17.470 State route No. 251.  A state highway to be 
known as state route number 25 1 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 25 at 
Northport, thence northeasterly by the most feasible 
route to the international boundary in the vicinity of 
Boundary. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 95.] 

47.17.475 State route No. 260. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 260 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 17 
west of Connell, thence easterly to a junction with state 
route number 395 in the vicinity of Connell, thence 
northeasterly by way of Kahlotus to a junction with 
state route number 26 at Washtucna. [ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 
96.] 

47.17.480 State route No. 261. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 26 1 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 12 at 
Delaney, thence northwesterly to a j unction with state 
route number 26 in the vicinity of Washtucna; also 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 26 at 
Washtucna, thence northerly to a junction with state 
route number 90 at Ritzville. [ 1 97 1 ex.s. c 73 § 12 ;  1970 
ex.s. c 5 1  § 97.] 

47.17.485 State route No. 270. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 270 is established as 
follows : 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 195 
at Pullman, thence easterly by the most feasible route to 
a point on the Washington-Idaho boundary line. [ 1 970 
ex.s. c 5 1  § 98.] 

47.17.490 State route No. 271. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 27 1 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a j unction with state route number 27 in 
the vicinity of Oakesdale, thence northwesterly to a 
junction with state route number 1 95 in the vicinity 
south of Rosalia. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 99.] 
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47.17.495 State route No. 272. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 272 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 195 
at Colfax, thence easterly to a junction with state route 
number 27 at Palouse; also 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 27 at 
Palouse, thence northeasterly by the most feasible route 
to a point on the Washington-Idaho boundary line. 
[ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 100.] 

47.17.500 State route No. 274. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 274 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 27 at 
Tekoa, thence easterly to the Washington-Idaho 
boundary line. [ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 1 0 1 .] 

47.17.502 State route No. 276. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 276 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 1 95 
west of Pullman, thence easterly and southeasterly to a 
junction with state route number 270 east of Pullman. 
[ 1973 1 st ex.s. c 1 5 1  § 7.] 

47.17.505 State route No. 281. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 28 1 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 90 in 
the vicinity of George, thence northerly to a junction 
with state route number 28 at Quincy; also 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 28 1 
at a point north of the above described junction on 
state route number 90, thence in a southeasterly direc­
tion to a junction with state route number 90 in the vi­
cinity east of George, some 1 .6 miles more or less, 
resulting in a wye connection between state route num­
ber 28 1 and state route number 90. [ I  97 I ex.s. c 73 § 
I3 ;  1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 1 02.] 

47.17.510 State route No. 282. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 282 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 28 in 
the vicinity of Ephrata, thence southeasterly to a junc­
tion with state route number 17 in the vicinity of Rocky 
Ford creek. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 103.] 

47.17.515 State route No. 283. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 283 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 28 1 
in the vicinity of Burke Junction, thence northeasterly 
by the most feasible route to a junction with state route 
number 28 in the vicinity wesLof Ephrata. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 
51 § 104 .. ] 

47.17.520 State route No. 290. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 290 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 2 in 
Spokane, thence northeasterly by way of Millwood, 
Trentwood, and Newman Lake to the termination of 
Idaho state highway number 53 at the Washington­
Idaho boundary line. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 105.] 

47.17.525 State route No. 291. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 29 1 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 2 in 
Spokane, thence northwesterly along the north bank of 
the Spokane river to a point in Stevens county across 
the Spokane river from the Riverside State Park at the 
boundary line common to Stevens and Spokane coun­
ties. [ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 106.] 

47. 17.530 State route No. 292. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 292 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 23 1 
at Springdale, thence easterly to a junction with state 
route number 395 in the vicinity of Loon Lake. [ 1 970 
ex.s. c 5 1  § 107.] 

47.17.540 State route No. 300. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 300 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at the western boundary of the Belfair 
State Park, thence generally easterly to a junction with 
state route number 3 at Belfair. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 109.] 

47.17.545 State route No. 302. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 302 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 3 in 
the vicinity of Belfair, thence generally easterly to a 
junction with state route number 16  in the vicinity of 
Purdy. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 1 10.] 

47.17.550 State route No. 303. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 303 is established as 
follows : 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 304 
at Bremerton, thence northerly by way of the Manette 
bridge, across the Port Washington Narrows to a junc­
tion with state route number 308 in the vicinity west of 
Keyport; also 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 304, 
thence by way of the Warren Avenue bridge across the 
Port Washington Narrows northerly to a junction with 
state route number 303, all within Bremerton. [ 197 1 
ex.s. c 73 § 14 ;  I970 ex.s. c 5 1  § I l l .] 

47.17.555 State route No. 304. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 304 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 3 in 
Bremerton, thence easterly to the ferry terminal in 
Bremerton. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 1 12.] 

47.17.560 State route No. 305. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 305 is established as 
follows: 
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Beginning at the ferry terminal in Winslow, thence 
northerly by the most feasible route to the north end of 
Bainbridge Island, across Agate Pass, thence north­
westerly by the most feasible route to a junction with 
state route number 3 in the vicinity north of Poulsbo. 
[ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 1 1 3.] 

47.17.565 State route No. 306. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 306 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 303 
in the vicinity north of East Bremerton, thence easterly 
by the most feasible route to Illahee State Park. [ 1970 
ex.s. c 5 1  § 1 14.] 

47.17.567 State route No. 308. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 308 is established as 
follows : 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 3 in 
the vicinity west of Keyport, thence easterly to Keyport. 
[ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 73 § 1 5.) 

47.17.570 State route No. 311. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 3 1 1 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 2 
southwest of Newport, thence northerly by the most 
feasible route by way of Sacheen Lake to a junction 
with state route number 3 1  at Usk. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 
1 1 5.] 

47.17.575 State route No. 395. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 395 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at the Washington-Oregon boundary line, 
thence northeasterly to a junction with state route 
number 1 2  at Wallula; also 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 12 at 
Pasco, thence northeasterly by the most feasible route 
by way of Connell and Lind to a junction with state 
route number 90 at Ritzville; also 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 2 in 
the vicinity north of Spokane, thence northerly by the 
most feasible route by way of Colville to the interna­
tional boundary line in the vicinity of Laurier. [ 1 970 
ex.s. c 5 1  § 1 1 6.] 

47.17.580 State route No. 401. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 401 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at Point Ellice on state route number 10 1 ,  
thence easterly and northerly to a junction with state 
route number 4 in the vicinity north of Naselle. [ 1 970 
ex.s. c 5 1  § 1 17.] 

47.17.590 State route No. 403. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 403 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at the shore of the Columbia river, thence 
northerly by the most feasible route to a junction with 
state route number 4 in the vicinity west of Grays river. 
[ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 1 19.] 
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47.17.595 State route No. 405. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 405 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 5 in 
the vicinity south of Seattle, thence northeasterly to 
Renton, thence northerly east of Lake Washington to a 
junction with state route number 5 north of Seattle. 
[ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 120.] 

47.17.600 State route No. 407. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 407 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 4 in 
the vicinity north of Cathlamet, thence northeasterly by 
the most feasible route following the general course of 
the Elokomin river to the vicinity of its confluence with 
the west fork of the Elokomin river. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 
1 2 1 .] 

47.17.605 State route No. 409. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 409 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at the South Ferry landing, as now locat­
ed, or as it may be relocated, on the south side of Puget 
Island, thence generally northerly by the most feasible 
route to the Puget Island bridge, thence crossing said 
bridge to a junction with state route number 4 at the 
north approach of said bridge at the town of 
Cathlamet: Provided, That the state of Washington 
shall not assume or pay any bond or bonds outstanding 
against said bridge, or interest on said bonds, but said 
bond or bonds, and interest thereon, shall remain the 
sole obligation of the obligors named on said bonds. 
[ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 1 22.] 

47.17.610 State route No. 410. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 4 1 0  is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 167 
at Sumner, thence in an easterly direction by way of 
Buckley, Enumclaw, and Chinook Pass, to a junction 
with state route number 12  northwest of Yakima: Pro­
vided, That until such time as state route number 167 is 
constructed and opened to traffic on an anticipated ul­
timate alignment from a junction with state route num­
ber 5 near Tacoma easterly to Sumner on the north side 
of the Puyallup river, the public highway between state 
route number 5 in Tacoma and state route number 161  
in  Sumner, on the south side of the Puyallup river, shall 
remain on the state highway system. [ 1 973 l st ex.s. c 
1 5 1  § 8 ;  1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 1 23.} 

47.17.615 State route No. 4 1 1 .  A state highway to be 
known as state route number 4 1 1 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 4 in 
West Kelso, thence northerly to a junction with state 
route number 506 in the vicinity of Vader. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 
5 1  § 124.) 
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47.17.620 State route No. 431 .  A state highway to be 
known as state route number 43 1 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 4 in 
Kelso, thence northeasterly to a junction with state 
route number 5. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 125.] 

47.17.625 State route No. 432. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 432 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 4 at 
Longview, thence southeasterly by the most feasible 
route to a junction with state route number 5 south of 
Kelso. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 126.] 

47.17.630 State route No. 433. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 433 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at the Washington-Oregon boundary on 
the interstate bridge at Longview, thence northerly by 
the most feasible route to a junction with state route 
number 4 at a point where it intersects with Oregon 
way in the city of Longview. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 127.] 

47.17.635 State route No. 500. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 500 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 5 at 
Vancouver, thence northeasterly to Orchards, thence 
southeasterly to a junction with state route number 14 
at Camas. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 51  § 128.] 

47.17.640 State route No. 501. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 50 1 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 5 at 
Vancouver, thence northerly by way of the lower river 
road and an extension thereof to Ridgefield, thence 
easterly to a junction with state route number 5 in the 
vicinity south of La Center: Provided, That the state 
department of highways may enter into an agreement 
with the Port of Vancouver, and/or Clark county 
and/or the United States Army Engineers to obtain 
material dredged from the Columbia river and have the 
same stockpiled at no expense to the state. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 
5 1  § 129.] 

47.17.645 State route No. 502. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 502 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 5 in 
the vicinity north of Vancouver, thence easterly to a 
junction with state route number 503 at Battleground. 
[ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 1 30.] 

47.17.650 State route No. 503. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 503 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 500 
at Orchards, thence northerly to a junction with state 
route number 502 at Battleground; also 

From that junction with state route number 502 at 
Battleground, thence northerly to Amboy, thence west� 
erly to a junction with state route number 5 in the vi� 
cinity north of Woodland. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 1 3 1 .] 

47.17.655 State route No. 504. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 504 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 5 in 
the vicinity north of Castle Rock, thence easterly by 
way of St. Helens and Spirit Lake to Mt. St. Helens. 
[ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 132.] 

47.17.660 State route No. 505. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 505 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 5 
west of Toledo, thence via Toledo, easterly and south� 
erly to a junction with state route number 504 in the 
vicinity north of Toutle. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1 § 133.] 

47.17.665 State route No. 506. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 506 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at Ryderwood, thence by way of Vader 
northeasterly to a junction with state route number 5 
west of Toledo. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1 § 134.] 

47.17.670 State route No. 507. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 507 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 5 in 
Centralia, thence northerly by the most feasible route 
by way of Bucoda to Tenino, thence northeasterly by 
way of Rainier, Yelm and McKenna to a junction with 
state route number 7 in the vicinity south of Tacoma. 
[ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 135.] 

47.17.675 State route No. 508. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 508 is established as 
follows : 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 5 
south of Chehalis, thence easterly by way of Onalaska 
to a junction with state route number 7 at Morton. 
[ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 136.] 

47. 17.680 State route No. 509. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 509 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 5 at 
Tacoma, thence northeasterly west of state route num� 
her 99 by way of Redondo to a junction with state 
route number 5 16 at Des Moines; also 

From that junction with state route number 5 16 at 
Des Moines, thence northerly to a junction with state 
route number 5 in Seattle. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 1 37.] 

47.17.685 State route No. 510. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 5 10 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 5, 
thence southeasterly via St. Clair to a junction with 
state route number 507 at Yelm. [ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 1 38.] 
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47.17.690 State route No. 512. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 5 12 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 5 
south of Tacoma, thence easterly to a junction with 
state route number 7 south of Tacoma, thence easterly 
to a junction with state route number 167 in the vicinity 
of Puyallup. [ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 1 39.] 

47.17.695 State route No. 513. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 5 13 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 520 
in Seattle, thence northerly and easterly to the vicinity 
of Sand Point, thence northwesterly to a junction with 
state route number 5 in the vicinity north of Seattle. 
.[ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 73 § 16; 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 140.] 

47.17.700 State route No. 514. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 5 14 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 5 in 
the vicinity of Fife, thence easterly by way of Milton to 
a junction with state route number 16 1  in the vicinity 
east of Milton. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 73 § 1 7 ;  1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 
14 1 .] 

47.17.705 State route No. 515. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 5 1 5  is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 5 16  
in  the vicinity east of Kent, thence northerly to a junc­
tion with state route number 900 in Renton. [ 1 970 ex.s. 
c 5 1  § 1 42.] 

47.17.710 State route No. 516. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 5 1 6  is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 509 
in the vicinity south of Des Moines, thence southeaster­
ly to a j unction with state route number 5 ;  also 

From that junction with state route number 5, thence 
easterly to a junction with state route number 1 67 in 
Kent, thence easterly to a junction with state route 
number 169 south of Maple Valley. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 
1 43.} 

47.17.715 State route No. 518. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 5 1 8  is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 509 
near Sunnydale, thence easterly to a junction with state 
route number 5 in the vicinity of Seattle. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  
§ 144.] 

47.17.720 State route No. 520. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 520 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 5 in 
Seattle, thence easterly via the Evergreen Point bridge 
to a junction with state route number 202 in the vicinity 
of Redmond. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 145.} 
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47.17.725 State route No. 522. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 522 is established as 
follows : 

Beginning at Seattle in King county, thence easterly 
by the most feasible route to the north of Lake 
Washington by way of Bothell to a junction with state 
route number 202 near Bothell; also 

From that junction with state route number 202 near 
Bothell, thence northeasterly by the most feasible route 
to a junction with state route number 2 in the vicinity 
of Monroe. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 146.] 

47.17.730 State route No. 524. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 524 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 104 
at Edmonds, thence northeasterly to a junction with 
state route number 5 in the vicinity of Lynnwood, 
thence easterly to a junction with state route number 
527: Provided, That until such times as state route 
number 524 east of Lynnwood is actually constructed 
on the location adopted by the highway commission, no 
existing county roads shall be maintained or improved 
by the highway commission as a temporary route of 
said state route number 524. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 147.] 

47.17.735 State route No. 525. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 525 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 5 in 
the vicinity south of Everett, thence northwesterly to 
Mukilteo; also 

Beginning at the vicinity of Columbia Beach in the 
southern portion of Whidbey Island, thence northwest­
erly to a junction with state route number 20 in the vi­
cinity east of Keystone. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 1 5 1  § 15 ;  1970 
ex.s. c 5 1  § 148.} 

47.17.740 State route No. 526. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 526 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 525 
at Mukilteo, thence easterly to a junction with state 
route number 5 in the vicinity of its junction with state 
route number 527. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 149.] 

47.17.745 State route No. 527. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 527 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 522 
in the vicinity of Bothell, thence northerly to a junction 
with state route number 5 in the vicinity south of 
Everett. [ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 1 50. J 

47.17.750 State route No. 528. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 528 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 5 
near Marysville, thence easterly to a junction with state 
route number 9 :  Provided, That until such time as state 
route number 528 from Marysville to a junction with 
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state route number 9 is actually constructed on the lo­
cation adopted by the state highway commission, no 
existing city streets or county roads shall be maintained 
or improved by the state highway commission as a 
temporary route of said state route number 528. [ 197 1  
ex.s. c 73  § 1 8 ;  1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 1 5 1 .] 

47. 17.752 State route No. 529. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 529 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 5 in 
Everett, thence northerly through Everett to a junction 
with state route number 528 in Marysville. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 
73 § 19.) 

47.17.755 State route No. 530. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 530 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 5 at 
Conway, thence southerly by way of Stanwood, thence 
southeasterly to a junction with state route number 5, 
thence easterly to a junction with state route number 9 
at Arlington, thence easterly to Darrington. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 
73 § 20; 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 1 52.] 

47.17.760 State route No. 532. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 532 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a point on Camano Island known as 
McEachems Comer, thence easterly over a bridge and 
by way of Stanwood to a junction with state route 
number 530 in the vicinity of Stanwood, thence easterly 
to a junction with state route number 5 in the vicinity 
east of Stanwood. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 1 53.) 

47.17.765 State route No. 534. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 534 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 5 at 
Conway, thence southeasterly to a junction with state 
route number 9 at McMurray. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 1 54.] 

47.17.770 State route No. 536. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 536 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 20 at 
Fredonia, thence easterly to a junction with state route 
number 5 at Mt. Vernon. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 1 5 1  § 16;  
1970 ex.s. c 51 § 1 55.] 

47.17.775 State route No. 537. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 537 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 536 
in the vicinity of Whitney, thence northerly to a junc­
tion with state route number 1 1  in the vicinity south of 
Blanchard. [ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 1 56.) 

47.17.780 State route No. 538. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 538 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 5 at 
Mt. Vernon, thence easterly to a junction with state 
route number 9. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 157.] 

47.17.785 State route No. 539. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 539 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 5 at 
Bellingham, thence northerly to the international 
boundary in the vicinity east of Delta. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 
1 58.) 

47.17.790 State route No. 540. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 540 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with a Whatcom county road 
known as Haxton Way in the vicinity of the easterly 
boundary of Range I .  E.W.M., thence easterly to a 
junction with state route number 5 northwest of 
Bellingham. [ 1 971  ex.s. c 73 § 2 1 ;  1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 159.] 

47.17.795 State route No. 542. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 542 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 5 at 
Bellingham, thence easterly to a point in the vicinity of 
Austin Pass in Whatcom county. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 160.] 

47.17.797 State route No. 543. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 543 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 5 in 
the vicinity of Blaine, thence northerly to the interna­
tional boundary. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 73 § 22.] 

47.17.800 State route No. 544. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 544 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 539 
in the vicinity of Wiser lake, thence northeasterly by 
way of Everson to a junction with state route number 9 
in the vicinity of Nooksack. [ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 1 6 1 .] 

47.17.805 State route No. 546. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 546 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 539 
approximately 2.7 miles south of the international 
boundary, thence easterly by way of Van Buren to a 
junction with state route number 9. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 
162.] 

47.17.808 State route No. 599. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 599 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning in the vicinity south of Seattle at a junc­
tion with state route number 5, thence in a northwest­
erly direction west of the Duwamish river to a junction 
with state route number 99 in the vicinity of South 1 1 8 
street south of Seattle. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 73 § 23.] 
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47.17.810 State route No. 603. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 603 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 5 in 
the vicinity north of Toledo, thence northerly by the 
most feasible route by way of Winlock and Napavine to 
a junction with state route number 6 in the vicinity west 
of Chehalis. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1 § 163.] 

47.17.815 State route No. 702. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 702 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 507 
at McKenna, thence easterly to a junction with state 
route number 7. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 164.] 

47.17.820 State route No. 706. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 706 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 7 at 
Elbe, thence easterly to a southwest entrance to Mt. 
Rainier National Park. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 165.] 

47.17.823 State route No. 821. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 82 1 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 82 in 
the vicinity north of Yakima, thence northerly to a 
junction with state route number 82 south of 
Ellensburg. ( 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 1 5 1  § 9.] 

47.17.825 State route No. 900. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 900 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at Seattle in King county, thence in an 
easterly direction by the most feasible route by way of 
Renton to a junction with state route number 90 in the 
vicinity of lssaquah. ( 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 166.] 

47.17.830 State route No. 901. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 901 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 90 in 
the vicinity west of Issaquah, thence northerly to the 
west of Lake Sammamish to a junction with state route 
number 908 in the vicinity of Redmond. [ 1 97 1 ex.s. c 73 
§ 24; 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 1 67.] 

47.17.835 State route No. 902. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 902 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning in the vicinity of the state custodial school, 
thence northerly to the town of Medical Lake, thence 
northeasterly and easterly to a junction with state route 
number 90 at a point approximately three miles north­
east of Four Lakes. ( 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 168.] 

47.17.840 State route No. 903. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 903 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junctio� with state route number 97 in 
the vicinity of the junction of state route number 97 
and state route number 90 east of Cle Elum, thence 
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northwesterly by way of Cle Elum and Roslyn to the 
National Forest boundary in the vicinity of Lake Cle 
Elum. ( 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1 § 169.] 

47. 17.845 State route No. 904. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 904 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 90 in 
the vicinity of Tyler, thence northeasterly via Cheney to 
a junction with state route number 90 in the vicinity of 
Four Lakes. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 73 § 25;  1 970 ex.s. c 5 1 § 170.) 

47.17.850 State route No. 906. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 906 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 90 at 
the West Summit interchange of Snoqualmie Pass, 
thence along the alignment of the state route number 90 
as it existed on May 1 1 , 1 967 in a southeasterly direc­
tion to a junction with state route number 90 at the 
Hyak interchange. 

The joint committee on highways and the 
Washington state highway commission shall undertake 
appropriate studies to evaluate state route number 906 
to determine whether or not it should permanently re­
main on the state system. [ 1 97 1 ex.s. c 73 § 26; 1970 
ex.s. c 5 1  § 1 7 1 .] 

47.17.855 State route No. 908. A state highway to be 
known as state route number 908 is established as 
follows: 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 520, 
Evergreen Point bridge route, in the vicinity of 
Northrup Road, thence northerly and easterly in the vi­
cinity of Kirkland to a junction with state route number 
202 in the vicinity of Redmond. [ 1 97 1 ex.s. c 73 § 27.] 

Chapter 47.20 
SECONDARY HIGHWAY ROUTES­

MISCELLANEOUS PROJECTS 
Sections 
47.20.570 
47.20.580 
47.20.590 
47.20.600 

47.20.605 

47.20.610 

47.20.620 

47.20.630 

47.20.635 

47.20.640 

Manette bridge authorized. 
Washington State University highway authorized. 
University of Washington approach authorized. 
Washington State University highway, University of 

Washington approach-Acquisition of property. 
Washington State University highway, University of 

Washington approach-Public use. 
Washington State University highway, University of 

Washington approach---Condemnation. 
Washington State University highway, University of 

Washington approach-Measure of damage to 
buildings. 

Washington State University highway, University of 
Washington approach--Sale of buildings, personal­
ty, acquired in acquisition of land. 

University of Washington approach---Ordinance req­
uisite--Construction and maintenance. 

Reestablishment and redesignation of intersections when 
highway relocated. 

47.20.570 Manette bridge authorized. The director of 
highways is authorized and directed to construct a 
bridge across Port Washington Narrows connecting 
state route number 304 at or near Bremerton with state 
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route number 303 on the Manette Peninsula; to make 
surveys and plans; and to condemn or otherwise ac­
quire such lands, as are necessary or proper for the ap­
proaches to such bridge and relocating any portion of 
said highway to locate said bridge at the most feasible 
place. Said bridge shall become and be maintained as a 
part of the state highway system. [ 1970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 173 ;  
196 1  c 1 3  § 47.20.570. Prior: 1947 c 4 p 6 § 2; Rem. 
Supp. 1947 § 6584a- l .] 

47.20.580 Washington State University highway au­
thorized. The director of highways is hereby authorized 
and directed to locate, construct, pave and maintain a 
suitable highway on the most feasible route beginning 
in the vicinity of the stadium of the Washington State 
University and extending in a northwesterly direction to 
a connection with state route number 27, near the north 
boundary of the city of Pullman. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 1 74; 
196 1  c 13 § 47 .20.580. Prior: 1945 c 27 § I ;  Rem. Supp. 
1945 § 6402-40.] 

47.20.590 University of Washington approach au­
thorized. The director of highways is hereby authorized 
and directed to select and locate a suitable and fitting 
street and highway approach to the University of 
Washington campus in the city of Seattle, from 
Roosevelt Way to Fifteenth Avenue northeast, includ­
ing an underpass beneath the surface of Roosevelt Way, 
and necessary approaches to said underpass. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  
§ 47.20.590. Prior: 1 945 c 27 § 2 ;  Rem. Supp. 1 945 § 
6402-41 .) 

47.20.600 Washington State University highway, 
University of Washington approach--Acquisition of 
property. The director of highways is hereby authorized 
and directed in the name of the state of Washington to 
acquire by purchase, gift or condemnation, any and all 
private real estate, rights and interests necessary to lo­
cate, construct and maintain the Washington State 
University highway and the University of Washington 
approach provided for herein. [ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47.20.600. 
Prior: 1 945 c 27 § 3 ;  Rem. Supp. 1 945 § 6402-42.] 

47.20.605 Washington State University highway, 
University of Washington approach--Public use. The 
use of the private real estate, rights and interests, se­
lected by said director as necessary for said approach, 
underpass and highway, is hereby declared to be a 
public use. [ 1 96 1 c 1 3  § 47.20.605. Prior : 1 945 c 27 § 4; 
Rem. Supp. 1 945 § 6402-43. Formerly RCW 47.20.600, 
part.] 

47.20.610 Washington State University highway, 
University of Washington approach--Condemnation. 
In case of condemnation to secure any real estate, 
rights or interests, herein authorized, the court actions 
shall be brought in the name of the state of Washington 
in the respective counties in which the real estate is lo­
cated, in the manner provided by law for acquiring 
property for public uses for the state, and in such ac­
tions the selection of the real estate, rights and interests 
by the director of highways is, in the absence of bad 

faith, arbitrary, capricious or fraudulent action conclu­
sive upon the court and judge before which the action is 
brought that said real estate, rights and interests are 
necessary for public use for the purposes sought. [ 1 96 1  c 
13  § 47.20.6 10. Prior : 1945 c 27 § 5; Rem. Supp. 1 945 § 
6402-44.] 

47.20.620 Washington State University highway, 
University of Washington approach--Measure of dam­
age to buildings. If, in any condemnation proceeding 
authorized herein, it appears that there is any building 
wholly or partially upon any of the real estate to be 
taken, the jury, or the court, if the jury be waived, shall 
add to the value of the land taken the amount of dam­
ages to the building. If the entire building is taken, or if 
the building is damaged so that it cannot be readjusted 
to the real estate not taken, then the measure of dam­
ages shall be the fair cash value of the building. If part 
of a building is taken or damaged and the building can 
be readjusted or replaced on the real estate remaining, 
then the measure of damages shall be the cost of read­
justing or moving the building, or part thereof left, to­
gether with the depreciation in the market value of said 
building by reason of said readjustment or moving. 
[ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47.20.620. Prior: 1 945 c 27 § 6; Rem. Supp. 
1 945 § 6402-45.] 

47.20.630 Washington State University highway, 
University of Washington approach--Sale of buildings, 
personalty, acquired in acquisition of land. Th� director 
of highways shall have power to sell at public or private 
sale any building, equipment or fixtures, acquired in the 
acquisition of said real estate for such price as he shall 
fix, and to execute to the purchaser upon payment of 
the purchase price a bill of sale in the name of the 
state; and the proceeds of said sale shall be placed in 
the motor vehicle fund of the state treasury. The direc­
tor of highways shall have power to permit occupation 
of buildings on real estate so acquired for such specified 
limited time as he deems will lapse before construction 
of the approach, underpass and highway can be under­
taken; and in behalf of the state it may be shown in any 
condemnation proceeding the period during which such 
occupancy will be permitted for the purpose of mitigat­
ing damages. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.20.630. Prior: 1 945 c 27 § 
7; Rem. Supp. 1 945 § 6402-46.] 

47.20.635 University of Washington approach-­
Ordinance requisite--Construction and maintenance. 
No action shall be taken by the director of highways for 
the acquisition of real estate, rights and interests for the 
approach and underpass to the University of 
Washington unless and until the city of Seattle, through 
its legislative authority shall enact an ordinance provid­
ing the city of Seattle will, within three months after the 
necessary real estate, rights and interests have been se­
cured by the state as herein provided, begin the work of 
grading, paving and such other work as is necessary to 
complete and render available for use of the public, 
said approach and underpass and approaches to said 
underpass; and further providing that the city of Seattle 
shall thereafter keep and maintain said approach and 
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underpass and approach to said underpass in a good 
state of repair and suitable for public travel and use, 
which construction and maintenance work the city of 
Seattle is hereby authorized and empowered to do and 
perform. [ 1 96 1 c 1 3  § 47.20.635. Prior: 1 945 c 27 § 8 ;  
Rem. Supp. 1 945 § 6402-47.] 

47.20.640 Reestablishment and redesignation of in­
tersections when highway relocated. In any case where a 
state highway is relocated in such manner that it shall 
cease to intersect another state highway, the state high­
way commission is hereby authorized to extend and 
designate either of such state highways to reestablish an 
appropriate intersection. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 145 § 44; 1 96 1  c 
1 3  § 47.20.640. Prior: 1 953 c 82 § 1 .] 

Sections 

Chapter 47.22 
COMBINATION HIGHWAY ROUTES 

47.22.010 East Pacific highway. 
47.22.020 Lewis and Clark highway. 

47.22.010 East Pacific highway. There is hereby es­
tablished the east Pacific highway which shall be com­
posed of the following existing highway routes : 
Beginning on state route number 5 at or near Centralia ; 
thence by way of state route number 5 to its junction 
with state route number 12 or by way of state route 
number 507 between Centralia and Tenino; thence on 
state route number 507 to Roy junction with state route 
number 7; thence on state route number 7 to a junction 
with state route number 5 12; thence on state route 
number 5 12 to Puyallup; thence on state route numbers 
410 and 167 to Sumner, Auburn, Kent and Renton; 
thence on state route number 405 to Kirkland; thence 
on state route number 405 north to a junction with state 
route number 522; thence on state route number 522 to 
a junction with state route number 9 northeast of 
Woodinville ; and thence on state route number 9 to 
Snohomish, Arlington, Sedro Woolley, and to a junc­
tion with state route number 542 at Deming; thence 
westerly on state route 542 to a junction with state 
route number 9 at Lawrence; thence on state route 
number 9 via Sumas, to the Canadian international 
boundary. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 175 ;  1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.22.01 0. 
Prior: 1 95 1  c 273 § 1 .] 

47.22.020 Lewis and Clark highway. There is estab­
lished the Lewis and Clark highway, which shall be 
composed of the following existing routes: state route 
number 12 from Clarkston to Waitsburg; state route 
number 124 from Waitsburg to Pasco (west); state route 
number 12 from Pasco to Waitsburg via Wallula and 
Walla Walla (east) ; state route number 14  from Pasco 
to Maryhill; state route numbers 14, 5 and 4 from 
Maryhill to Naselle junction; state route number 401 
from Naselle junction to Megler; and state route num­
ber 10 1  from Megler to Ilwaco. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 176; 
1 967 ex.s. c 1 45 § 1 3 ;  1 96 1  c 13 § 47.22.020. Prior: 1 955 
c 1 78 § 1 .] 
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Chapter 47.24 
CITY STREETS AS PART OF STATE HIGHWAYS 

Sections 
47.24.010 Designation of street as part of highway�nstruc­

tion, maintenance--Return of street to city or town. 
47.24.020 Jurisdiction, control of such streets. 
47.24.030 Acquisition of rights of way�ndemnation 

proceedings. 
47.24.040 Street fund-Expenditures on streets forming part of 

state highway. 
47.24.050 Aid on streets by state or county-Payment. 

City streets, parkways, boulevards, generally: Title 35 RCW. 

City streets, sidewalks, etc. : Chapters 35.68-35. 79 RCW. 

Design standards committee for city streets: Chapter 35.78 RCW. 

Off-street parking, cities: Chapter 35.86 RCW. 

Off-street parking, towns: RCW 35.27.550-35.27.590. 

Platted streets as public highways: RCW 58.08.035, 58.08.050. 

Speed limits in cities: Chapter 46.61 RCW. 

Viaducts, bridges, elevated roadways, tunnels, etc. in cities: Chapter 
35.85 RCW. 

47.24.01 0  Designation of street as part of high­
way-Construction, maintenance--Return of street 
to city or town. The state highway commission shall de­
termine what streets, together with bridges thereon and 
wharves necessary for use for ferriage of motor vehicle 
traffic in connection with such streets, if any, in any in­
corporated cities and towns shall form a part of the 
route of state highways and between the first and fif­
teenth days of July of any year the state highway com­
mission shall certify to the clerk of each city or town, 
by brief description, the streets, together with the 
bridges thereon and wharves, if any, in such city or 
town which are designated as forming a part of the 
route of any state highway; and all such streets, includ­
ing curbs and gutters and street intersections and such 
bridges and wharves, shall thereafter be a part of the 
state highway system and as such shall be constructed 
and maintained by the state highway commission from 
any state funds available therefor: Provided, That the 
responsibility for the construction and maintenance of 
any such street together with its appurtenances may be 
returned to a city or a town upon certification by the 
state highway commission to the state auditor and to 
the clerk of any city or town that such street, or portion 
thereof, is no longer required as a part of the state 
highway system: Provided further, That any such certi­
fication that a street, or portion thereof, is no longer re­
quired as a part of the state highway system shall be 
made between the first and fifteenth of July following 
the determination by the state highway commission that 
such street or portion thereof is no longer required as a 
part of the state highway system, but this shall not pre­
vent the state highway commission and any city or 
town from entering into an agreement that a city or 
town will accept responsibility for such a street or por­
tion thereof at some time other than between the first 
and fifteenth of July of any year. [ 1 973 c 95 § 3 ;  1 96 1  c 
1 3  § 47.24.01 0. Prior: 1 959 c 1 60 § I ;  1 957 c 83 § 2; 
1 955 c 1 79 § 2 ;  1 949 c 220 § 5, part; 1 945 c 250 § I, 
part; 1 943 c 82 § 10, part; 1 937 c 1 87 § 6 1 ,  part; Rem. 
Supp. 1 949 § 6450-61 ,  part.] 
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47.24.020 Jurisdiction, control of such streets. The 
jurisdiction, control and duty of the state and city or 
town with respect to such streets shall be as follows: 

( I )  The state highway commission shall have no au­
thority to change or establish any grade of any such 
street without approval of the governing body of such 
city or town, except with respect to limited access facil­
ities established by the state highway commission; 

(2) The city or town shall exercise full responsibility 
for and control over any such street beyond the curbs 
and if no curb is installed, beyond that portion of the 
highway used for highway purposes: Provided, That 
within incorporated cities and towns the title to a limit­
ed access facility, after purchase and construction by 
the state alone, shall vest in the state, and the 
Washington state highway commission shall exercise 
full jurisdiction, responsibility and control to, and over, 
such facility as provided in chapter 47.52 RCW, as 
amended; 

(3) The state highway commission shall have authori­
ty to prohibit the suspension of signs, banners, or dec­
orations above the portion of such street between the 
curbs or portion used for highway purposes up to a 
vertical height of twenty feet above the surface of the 
roadway; 

(4) The city or town shall at its own expense maintain 
all underground facilities in such streets, and shall have 
the right to construct such additional underground fa­
cilities as may be necessary in such streets ; 

(5) The city or town shall have the right to grant the 
privilege to open the surface of any such street, but all 
damage occasioned thereby shall promptly be repaired 
either by the city or town itself or at its direction; 

(6) The city or town at its own expense shall provide 
street illumination and shall clean all such streets, in­
cluding storm sewer inlets and catch basins, and re­
move all snow, except that the state shall when 
necessary plow the snow on the roadway: Provided, 
That in cities and towns having a population of fifteen 
thousand or less according to the latest determination 
of population by the state census board, the state, when 
necessary for public safety, shall assume, at its expense, 
responsibility, for the stability of the slopes of cuts and 
fills and the embankments within the right of way to 
protect the roadway itself: Provided further, That the 
state shall install, maintain and operate all illuminating 
facilities on any limited access facility, together with 
their interchanges, located within the corporate limits of 
any city or town, and shall assume and pay the costs of 
all such installation, maintenance and operation in­
curred after November 1 ,  1 954; 

(7) The state highway commission shall have the right 
to utilize all storm sewers on such highways without 
cost; and if new storm sewer facilities are necessary in 
construction of new streets by the state highway com­
mission, the cost of such facilities shall be borne by the 
state and/or city as may be mutually agreed upon be­
tween the state highway commission and the governing 
body of the city or town; 

(8) Cities and towns shall have exclusive right to 
grant franchises, not in conilict with state laws, over, 
beneath and upon such streets but the state highway 

commission shall be authorized to enforce in an action 
brought in the name of the state any condition of any 
franchise which a city or town shall have granted on 
such street: Provided, That no franchise for transporta­
tion of passengers in motor vehicles shall be granted on 
such streets without the approval of the state highway 
commission but the state highway commission shall not 
refuse to approve such franchise unless another street 
conveniently located and of strength of construction to 
sustain travel of such vehicles is accessible; 

(9) Every franchise or permit granted any person by a 
city or town for use of any portion of such street by a 
public utility shall require the grantee or permittee to 
restore, repair and replace to its original condition any 
portion of the street damaged or injured by it; 

( 10) The city or town shall have the right to issue 
overload or overwidth permits for vehicles to operate on 
such streets or roads subject to regulations printed and 
distributed to the cities and towns by the state highway 
commission; 

( I I) Cities and towns shall regulate and enforce all 
traffic and parking restrictions on such streets, but all 
regulations adopted by a city or town relating to speed, 
parking, and traffic control devices on such streets not 
identical to state law relating thereto shall be subject to 
the approval of the state highway commission before 
becoming effective. All regulations pertaining to speed, 
parking, and traffic control devices relating to such 
streets heretofore adopted by a city or town not identi­
cal with state laws shall become null and void unless 
approved by the state highway commission heretofore 
or within one year after March 2 1 ,  1 963 ; 

( 12) The state highway commission shall erect, con­
trol and maintain at state expense all route markers, 
and directional signs, except street signs, on such 
streets; 

( 13) The state highway commission shall install, op­
erate, maintain and control at state expense all traffic 
control signals, signs and traffic control devices for the 
purpose of regulating both pedestrian and motor vehic­
ular traffic on, entering upon, or leaving state highways 
in cities and towns having a population of fifteen thou­
sand or less according to the latest determination of 
population by the state census board: Provided, That 
such cities and towns may submit to the state highway 
commission a plan for traffic control signals, signs and 
traffic control devices desired by them, indicating the 
location, nature of installation, or type thereof, or a 
proposed amendment to such an existing plan or instal­
lation, and the state highway commission shall consult 
with the cities or towns concerning the same prior to 
installing such signals, signs, or devices. Cities and 
towns having a population in excess of fifteen thousand 
according to the latest determination of population by 
the state census board shall install, maintain, operate 
and control such signals, signs and devices at their own 
expense, subject to approval of the state highway com­
mission for the installation and type only. For the pur­
pose of this subdivision striping, lane marking and 
channelization are considered traffic control devices; 

( 14) All revenue from parking meters placed on such 
streets shall belong to the city or town; 
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( 1 5) Rights of way for such streets shall be acquired 
by either the city or town or by the state as shall be 
mutually agreed upon. Costs of acquiring rights of way 
may be at the sole expense of the state or at the expense 
or the city or town or at the expense of the state and the 
City ?r town as may be mutually agreed upon. Title to 
all nghts of way so acquired shall vest in the city or 
town: Provided, That no vacation, sale or rental of any 
u?used portion of any such street shall be made by the 
City o� t<:>wn without the approval of the state highway 
commission ;  and all revenue derived from sale, vaca­
tion or rental of such rights of way shall be shared by 
the city or town and the state in the same proportion as 
the purchase costs were shared; 

( �6) �f any city or town shall fail to perform any of its 
o�hgattons as set forth in this section or in any cooper­
atlve agreement entered into with the state highway 
commission for the maintenance of a city or town street 
forming part of the route of a state highway, the state 
highway commission may notify the mayor of such 
town to perform such necessary maintenance within 
thirty days. I f  the city or town within such thirty days 
shall fail to perform such maintenance or fail to au­
thorize the state highway commission to perform such 
maintenance as provided by RCW 47.24.050, the state 
highway commission may perform such maintenance, 
the cost of which is to be deducted from any sums in 
the motor vehicle fund credited or to be credited to 
such city or town. [ 1 967 c 1 1 5 § 1 ;  1 963 c 1 50 § 1 ;  1 96 1  
c 1 3  § 47.24.020. Prior: 1 957 c 83  § 3 ;  1 955 c 1 79 § 3 ;  
1 953 c 1 93 § I ;  1 949 c 220 § 5 ,  part; 1 945 c 250 § I ,  
part; 1 943 c 82  § 10, part; 1 937 c 1 87 § 6 1 ,  part; Rem. 
Supp. 1 949 § 6450-6 1 ,  part.] 

Reviser's note: The state census board was abolished, and its pow­
ers, duties and functions transferred to the planning and community 
affairs agency by 1967 ex.s. c 42 (chapter 43.63A RCW). 

47.24.030 Acquisition of rights of way-Condem­
nation proceedings. The highway commission is author­
ized to acquire rights of way, by purchase, gift or 
condemnation for any such streets, highways, bridges 
and wharves. Any such condemnation proceedings shall 
be exercised in the manner provided by law for con­
demnation proceedings to acquire lands required for 
state highways. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.24.030. Prior : 1 949 c 220 
§ 5, part; 1 945 c 250 § 1 ,  part; 1 943 c 82 § 10, part; 
1 937  c 1 87 § 6 1 ,  part ; Rem. Supp. 1 949 § 
6450-61 ,  part.] 

47.24.040 Street fund--Expenditures on streets 
forming part of state highway. All funds accruing to the 
credit of incorporated cities and towns in the motor ve­
hicle fund shall be paid monthly to such incorporated 
cities and towns and shall, by the respective cities and 
towns, be placed in a fund to be designated as "city 
street fund" and disbursed as authorized and directed 
by the legislative authority of the city or town, as agents 
of the state, for salaries and wages, material, supplies, 
equipment, purchase or condemnation of right of way, 
engineering or any other proper highway or street pur­
pose in connection with the construction, alteration, re­
pair, improvement or maintenance of any city street or 
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bridge, or viaduct or underpassage along, upon or 
across such streets. Such expenditure may be made ei­
ther independently or in conjunction with any federal, 
state or any county funds. [ 1 96 1 c 1 3  § 47.24.040. Prior: 
1 949 c 220 § 4; 1 947 c 96 § 1 ;  1943 c 82 § 9; 1 939 c 1 8 1  
§ 8 ;  1 937 c 1 87 § 60; Rem. Supp. 1 949 § 6450-60.] 

47.24.050 Aid on streets by state or county--Pay­
ment. If a city or town, whether or not any of its streets 
are designated as forming a part of a state highway, is 
unable to construct, repair or maintain its streets for 
good cause, or if it is in need of engineering assistance 
to construct, repair or maintain any of its streets, it may 
authorize the highway commission to perform such 
construction, repair or maintenance, or may secure 
necessary engineering assistance from the highway 
commission, to the extent of the funds credited or to be 
credited in the motor vehicle fund for payment to the 
city or town. Any sums due from a city or town for 
such purposes shall be paid on vouchers approved and 
submitted by the highway commission from moneys 
credited to the city or town in the motor vehicle fund, 
and the amount of the payments shall be deducted from 
funds which would otherwise be paid to the city or 
town from the motor vehicle fund. The highway com­
mission may in certain special cases, in its discretion, 
enter into an agreement with the governing officials of 
such city or town for the performance of such work or 
services, the terms of which shall provide for reim­
bursement of the motor vehicle fund for the benefit of 
the state's share of such fund by such city or town of 
the cost thereof from any funds on hand of such city or 
town and legally available for such work or services. 
The city or town may, by resolution, authorize the 
board of commissioners of the county in which it is lo­
cated, to perform any such construction, repair or 
maintenance and the same shall be paid for by the city 
or town at the actual cost thereof as provided for pay­
ment for work performed on city streets, and any pay­
ment received therefor by a county shall be deposited in 
the county road fund to be expended under the same 
provisions as are imposed upon the funds used to per­
form such construction, repair or maintenance. [ 1 961 c 
1 3  § 47.24.050. Prior: 1 95 1 c 54 § 1 ;  1 949 c 220 § 6; 
1 943 c 82 § I I ; 1 937 c 187  § 63 ; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 
6450-63.] 

Chapter 47.26 
DEVELOPMENT IN URBAN AREAS-URBAN 

ARTERIALS 
Sections 
47.26.010 
47.26.020 

47.26.022 

47.26.024 

47.26.026 

47.26.028 
47.26.030 

Declaration of intent. 
Motor vehicle fuel tax-Tax imposed-Rate-Al­

location of proceeds. 
Motor vehicle fuel tax-Tax required of persons not 

classed as distributors--Duties-Procedure­
Distribution of proceeds-Penalties. 

Motor vehicle fuel importer tax-Tax imposed­
Rate. 

Motor vehicle fuel importer tax-Disposition of 
revenues. 

Special fuel tax-Tax imposed-Rate. 
Special fuel tax-Revenue to motor vehicle fund­

Allocation of proceeds. 



Development in Urban Areas-Urban Arterials 47.26.020 

47.26.032 Allocation of net tax amount in motor vehicle fund. 
47.26.034 Construction and improvement of urban area high­

ways--Expenditure of motor vehicle fuel taxes and 

47.26.040 
47.26.042 
47.26.043 
47.26.050 

bond proceeds. 
"Urban area" defined. 
"Preliminary proposal" defined. 
"Construction project" defined. 
Urban areas grouped into regions for purpose of appor­

tioning urban state highway funds. 
47.26.060 Apportionment of funds to regions--Manner and ba­

sis--Biennial adjustment. 
47.26.070 Apportioned funds to be budgeted and expended for 

projects in urban areas--Priority programming-­
Long range objectives. 

47.26.080 Urban arterial trust account---Created in motor vehi-
cle fund--Expenditures from. 

"Arterial" defined. 
"City" defined. 
"Urban arterial" defined. 
Urban arterial board---Created---Composition-­

Appointments--Terms--Vacancies--Chairman. 
47.26. 130 Urban arterial board--Expenses of members. 
47.26. 140 Urban arterial board-Staff services and facilities--

47.26.090 
47.26.100 
47.26.1 10 
47.26. 120 

47.26. 1 50 
47.26.160 
47.26. 165 

Payment of costs and expenses--Executive 
secretary. 

Urban arterial board--Meetings. 
Urban arterial board--Powers and duties. 
Commission and board to coordinate long range needs 

studies. 
47.26. 1 70 Long range arterial construction plans--Counties and 

cities to prepare and submit to urban arterial 
board--Revision. 

47.26.180 Division of roads or streets into arterial or access roads 
or streets--Classification of arterials--Submission 
to board--Revision. 

47.26. 190 Apportionment of funds in urban arterial trust account 
among regions--Date. 

47.26.200 Counties--Perpetual advanced plans for coordinated 
road program-Six year program for arterial road 
construction. 

47.26.210 Cities--Perpetual advanced plans for coordinated 
street program-Six year program for arterial street 
construction. 

47.26.220 Six year programs for urban arterial improvements by 
cities and counties-Selection of specific priority 
projects for each functional class--Rating factors. 

47.26.230 Joint planning of urban arterial development--Arteri­
al in city crossing into unincorporated area or adja­
cent city--Arterial affected by state highway-­
Urban arterial board to adopt regulations. 

47.26.240 Review of city or county six year program by urban ar-
terial board--Revision. 

47.26.260 Vouchers for payment from urban arterial trust ac­
count---Completion of preliminary proposal-­
Completion of project--During work progress. 

47.26.270 Matching funds requirements for counties and cities re­
ceiving funds from urban arterial trust account. 

47.26.280 Apportionment and allocation of urban arterial account 
funds for period beginning July 1, 1967 and ending 
July 1 ,  1969. 

47.26.290 Appeal of action or decision of urban arterial board to 
state highway commission. 

47.26.300 Bicycle routes--Legislative declaration. 
47.26.305 Bicycle routes--Establishment of system authorized 

and directed--Use of urban arterial trust funds. 
47.26.3 10 Bicycle routes-Standards for designation of bicycle 

route systems. 
47.26.3 1 5  Bicycle routes--Revisions to long range arterial con-

struction plans to include bicycle route system plans. 

BOND ISSUE-STATE HIGHWAYS IN URBAN AREAS 
47.26.400 Issuance and sale of general obligation bonds--Au­

thorized--Amount--Declaration of purpose. 
47.26.401 Bonds--Ten�--

.
Terms and conditions-Signa-

tures--Registration--Where payable--Negotia­
ble instruments. 

47.26.402 Bonds--Denominations--Manner and terms of 
sale--Legal investment for state funds. 

47.26.403 Bonds--Bond proceeds--Deposit and use. 
47.26.404 Bonds--Statement describing nature of obligation-­

Pledge of excise taxes. 
47.26.405 Bonds--Designation of funds to repay bonds and 

interest. 
47.26.406 Bonds--Repayment procedure--Bond retirement 

fund. 
47.26.407 Bonds--Sums in excess of retirement require-

ments--Use. 
47.26.410 Expenditures from fuel taxes and bond proceeds for ur­

ban state highways in excess of amount apportionable 
to a region authorized. 

BOND ISSUE---COUNTY AND CITY ARTERIALS IN 
URBAN AREAS 

47.26.420 

47.26.42 1 

47.26.422 

47.26.423 
47.26.424 

47.26.425 

47.26.426 

47.26.427 

47.26.430 

47.26.440 

47.26.450 

47.26.460 

47.26.900 
47.26.910 
47.26.930 

Issuance and sale of general obligation bonds--Au­
thorized--Amount--Declaration of purpose. 

Bonds--Term--Terms and conditions--Signa­
tures--Registration--Where payable--Negotia­
ble instruments. 

Bonds--Denominations--Manner and terms of 
sale--Legal investment for state funds. 

Bonds--Bond proceeds--Deposit and use. 
Bonds-Statement describing nature of obligation-­

Pledge of excise taxes. 
Bonds--Designation of funds to repay bonds and in­

terest--Urban arterial trust account. 
Bonds--Repayment procedure--Bond retirement 

fund. 
Bonds-Sums in excess of retirement require­

ments--Use. 
Expenditures from urban arterial trust account and bond 

proceeds in excess of amount apportionable to a reg­
ion authorized. 

Budget for expenditures from urban arterial trust ac­
count--Estimate of revenues-Submission to 
highway commission--Revision-Submission to 
governor and legislature. . 

Inclusion of portion of construction program for next bi­
ennial period in budget--Approval of urban arterial 
trust funds to be expended--Additional projects. 

Increase in urban arterial trust account funds allocated 
to a project--Regulations--Factors. 

Severability--1967 ex.s. c 83. 
Effective dates--1 967 ex.s. c 83. 
Construction--1969 ex.s. c 1 7 1 .  

47.26.010 Declaration of intent. Due to unpreceden­
ted industrial development and population increases, 
the state of Washington is confronted with emergency 
needs for improvement of state highways, county roads, 
and city streets in urban areas. It is the intent of the 
legislature to provide sufficient new highway revenues 
to alleviate and prevent intolerable traffic congestion in 
urban areas without the disruption of the long range 
state-wide highway program essential to the economic 
well-being of the people of this state. [ 1967 ex.s. c 83 § 
1 .] 

Reviser's note: Throughout chapter 47.26 RCW the term "this 1 967 
amendatory act" has been translated to "this chapter". "This 1 967 
amendatory act" [ 1967 ex.s. c 83] consists of chapter 47.26 RCW and 
also RCW 35.77.010, 36.8 l . l2 1 ,  46.16.040, 46. 16.070, 46. 16. 1 1 1 , 46. 1 6-
. 121 ,  46. 16. 125, 46.68. 100, 46.68. 150, 82.36.020, 82.36. 1 00, 82.37.030, 
82.37 . 190, 82.40.020, 82.40.290, and also the repeal of RCW 46. 16.072, 
46. 16.075, 46. 16. 1 10 and 46. 16.120. 

47.26.020 Motor vehicle fuel tax--Tax im­
posed--Rate-Allocation of proceeds. See RCW 
82.36.020. 
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47.26.022 Motor vehicle fuel tax--Tax required of 
persons not classed as distributors-Duties-Proce­
dure--Distribution of proceeds--Penalties. See 
RCW 82.36. 100. 

47.26.024 Motor vehicle fuel importer tax--Tax 
imposed--Rate. See RCW 82.37.030. 

47.26.026 Motor vehicle fuel importer tax--Dispo­
sition of revenues. See RCW 82.37 . 1 90. 

47.26.028 Special fuel tax--Tax imposed--Rate. 
See RCW 82.38.030. 

47.26.030 Special fuel tax--Disposition of funds. 
See RCW 82.38.290. 

47.26.032 Allocation of net tax amount in motor ve­
hicle fund. See RCW 46.68 . 100. 

47.26.034 Construction and improvement of urban 
area highways--Expenditure of motor vehicle fuel 
taxes and bond proceeds. See RCW 46.68. 1 50. 

47.26.040 "Urban area" defined. The term "urban 
area" means every area of this state designated as an 
urban area by the state highway commission with the 
approval of the secretary of transportation or the feder­
al highway administrator in accordance with federal 
law. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 10.] 

47.26.042 " Preliminary proposal" defined. The term 
"preliminary proposal" as used in this chapter means 
the preliminary engineering, right of way appraisal and 
the data collection, analysis and reporting of the envi­
ronmental impact of a project. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 126 § 4.] 

47.26.043 "Construction project" defined. The term 
"construction project" as used in this chapter shall 
mean all work and necessaries subsequent to the pre­
liminary proposal and through to completion. [ 1 973 1st 
ex.s. c 1 26 § 5 .] 

47.26.050 Urban areas grouped into regions for pur­
pose of apportioning urban state highway funds. For the 
purpose of apportioning urban state highway funds, the 
urban areas of the state are grouped within five regions 
of the state as follows: 

( I )  Puget Sound region shall include those urban ar­
eas within the counties of King, Pierce and Snohomish. 

(2) Northwest region shall include those urban areas 
within the counties of Clallam, Jefferson, Island, Kitsap, 
San Juan, Skagit and Whatcom. 

(3) Northeast region shall include those urban areas 
within the counties of Adams, Chelan, Douglas, Ferry, 
Grant, Lincoln, Okanogan, Pend Oreille, Spokane, 
Stevens and Whitman. 

(4) Southeast region shall include those urban areas 
within the counties of Asotin, Benton, Columbia, 
Franklin, Garfield, Kittitas, Klickitat, Walla Walla and 
Yakima. 

(5) Southwest region shall include those urban areas 
within the counties of Clark, Cowlitz, Grays Harbor, 
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Lewis, Mason, Pacific, Skamania, Thurston and 
Wahkiakum. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 1 1 .] 

47.26.060 Apportionment of funds to regions­
Manner and basis--Biennial adjustment. Funds avail­
able for expenditure by the state highway commission 
pursuant to RCW 46.68. 150 shall be apportioned to the 
five regions for expenditure upon state highways in ur­
ban areas in the following manner: 

( l )  One-third in the ratio which the population of the 
urban areas of each region bears to the total population 
of all of the urban areas of the state as last determined 
by the state census board; 

(2) One-third in the ratio which the vehicle-miles 
traveled on state highways (other than interstate high­
ways) within the urban areas of each region bears to the 
total vehicle-miles traveled on all state highways (other 
than interstate highways) within all urban areas of the 
state as last determined by the department of highways; 
and 

(3) One-third in the ratio which the state highway 
needs on state highways (other than interstate high­
ways) within the urban areas of each region bears to the 
total needs on state highways (other than interstate 
highways) within all urban areas of the state as last re­
vised by the state highway commission. 

The state highway commission shall adjust the 
schedule for apportionment of such funds to the five 
regions in the manner provided herein prior to the 
commencement of each biennium. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 12.] 

Reviser's note: The state census board was abolished by RCW 43-
.63A. l 50 and powers transferred to planning and community affairs 
agency by RCW 43.63A.080(10). 

47.26.070 Apportioned funds to be budgeted and ex­
pended for projects in urban areas-Priority program­
ming--Long range objectives. Funds available for 
expenditure by the state highway commission pursuant 
to RCW 46.68. 1 50 and apportioned to the five regions 
of the state shall be budgeted and expended, pursuant 
to proper appropriations, for specific state highway im­
provement projects within the urban areas of each reg­
ion in accordance with the priority programming 
procedures established in chapter 47.05 RCW. Such ex­
penditures in urban areas shall be additional to ex­
penditures from all other construction funds regularly 
programmed for state highway improvements through­
out the state pursuant to chapter 47.05 RCW. The state 
highway commission is authorized to establish separate 
long range objectives in terms of the percentages of 
completion of construction needs for the several func­
tional classes of highways within the urban areas of 
each region. [ 1967 ex.s. c 83 § 1 3.] 

47.26.080 Urban arterial trust account-Created in 
motor vehicle fund--Expenditures from. There is 
hereby created in the motor vehicle fund the urban ar­
terial trust account. All moneys deposited in the motor 
vehicle fund to be credited to the urban arterial trust 
account shall be expended for the construction and im­
provement of city arterial streets and county arterial 
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roads within urban areas, for expenses of the urban ar­
terial board, or for the payment of principal or interest 
on bonds issued for the purpose of constructing or im­
proving city arterial streets and county arterial roads 
within urban areas. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 14.] 

47.26.090 "Arterial" defined. The term "arterial" as 
used in RCW 47.26.080 through 47.26.290 and 47.26-
.420 through 47.26.440, 35.77.0 10 and 36.8 1 . 1 2 1  means 
any county road or city street so designated in accord­
ance with criteria established by regulations of the ur­
ban arterial board. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 1 5.] 

Reviser's note: The reference to "46 through 55 of this 1967 amen­
datory act" has been translated to "RCW 47.26.420 through 47.26-
.440" A literal translation of said phrase would have been "RCW 
47.26.421 through 47.26.900" which appears to be erroneous. 

47.26.100 "City" defined. The term ''city" as used in 
this chapter shall include incorporated towns. [ 1 967 
ex.s. c 83 § 16.] 

Reviser's note: "this chapter" has been substituted for "this 1967 
amendatory act". See note following RCW 47.26.010 for codification 
of "this 1967 amendatory act" [ 1 967 ex.s. c 83]. 

47.26.1 10 "Urban arterial" defined. The term "urban 
arterial" as used in this chapter means an arterial within 
an urban area. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 1 7.] 

Reviser's note: "this chapter" has been substituted for "this 1967 
amendatory act". See note following RCW 47.26.010 for codification 
of "this 1967 amendatory act" [ 1967 ex.s. c 83]. 

47.26.120 Urban arterial board--Created-­
Composition--Appointments--Terms--Vacan­
cies--Cbairman. (I)  There is hereby created an urban 
arterial board of thirteen members, six of whom shall 
be county members, six of whom shall be city members. 
The chairman shall be the assistant director of high­
ways for state aid. 

(2) Of the county members of the board, one member 
shall be a county engineer from a county of the first 
class or larger; one member shall be a county engineer 
from a county of the second class or smaller; one 
member shall be an engineer occupying the position of 
county road administration engineer, created by RCW 
36.78.060; on.e member shall be the chairman of the 
county road administration board created by RCW 36-
.78.030; one member shall be a county commissioner 
from a county of the first class or larger; one member 
shall be a county commissioner from a county of the 
second class or smaller. All county members of the 
board, except the county road administration engineer 
and the chairman of the county road administration 
board, shall be appointed. Not more than one county 
member of the board shall be from one county. For the 
purposes of this subsection, the term county engineer 
shall mean the director of public works in any county 
in which such a position exists. 

(3) Of the city members of the board two shall be 
chief city engineers of cities over twenty thousand pop­
ulation; one shall be a ·  chief city engineer of a city of 
less than twenty thousand population; two shall be 
mayors of cities of more than twenty thousand popula­
tion ; and one shall be a mayor of a city of less than 

twenty thousand population. All of the city members 
shall be appointed. Not more than one city member of 
the board shall be from one city. For the purposes of 
this subsection the term chief city engineer shall mean 
the director of public works in any city in which such a 
position exists. 

(4) Prior to July 1 ,  1 967, the state highway commis­
sion shall appoint the first appointive county members 
of the board: Two members to serve two years and two 
members to serve four years from July 1 ,  1 967. 

(5) Prior to July 1 ,  1 967, the state highway commis­
sion shall appoint the first city members of the board: 
Three members to serve two years and three members 
to serve four years from July I ,  1 967. 

(6) Upon expiration of the original terms subsequent 
appointments shall be made by the same appointing 
authority for four year terms except in the case of a va­
cancy, in which event the appointment shall be only for 
the remainder of the unexpired term in which the va­
cancy has occurred. A vacancy shall be deemed to have 
occurred on the board when any member elected to 
public office completes his term of office or is removed 
therefrom for any reason or when any member em­
ployed by a political subdivision terminates such em­
ployment for whatsoever reason. 

(7) Before appointing any member to the urban arte­
rial board, the state highway commission shall request 
from the executive committee of the Washington state 
association of counties, in the case of a county member 
appointment, and from the executive committee of the 
association of Washington cities, in the case of a city 
member appointment, recommendations of at least two 
eligible persons for each appointment to be made. The 
commission shall give due consideration to the recom­
mendations submitted to it. 

(8) Any member of the board, including the chair­
man, may designate an official representative to serve 
on the board in his place with the same authority as the 
member, subject to the conditions and under the cir­
cumstances set forth in rules adopted by the board. 
[ I 9.7 I ex.s. c 85 § 8; 1 969 ex.s. c 1 7 1  § I ;  1 967 ex.s. c 83 
§ 1 8.] 

47.26. 130" Urban arterial board--Expenses of 
members. Members of the urban arterial board shall re­
ceive no compensation for their services on the board, 
but shall be reimbursed for travel and other expenses 
incurred while attending meetings of the board or while 
engaged on other business of the board when author­
ized by the board to the extent of twenty-five dollars 
per day plus ten cents per mile or actual necessary 
transportation expenses. [ I  969 ex.s. c 1 7 1  § 2; 1 967 ex.s. 
c 83 § 1 9.] 

47.26.140 Urban arterial board--Staff services and 
facilities-Payment of costs and expenses---Execu­
tive secretary. The assistant director of highways for 
state aid shall furnish necessary staff services and facili­
ties required by the urban arterial board. The cost of 
such services, together with travel expenses of the 
members and all other lawful expenses of the board, 
shall be paid from the urban arterial trust account in 
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the motor vehicle fund. The urban arterial board may 
appoint an executive secretary who shall serve at its 
pleasure and whose salary shall be set by the board and 
paid from the urban arterial trust account in the motor 
vehicle fund. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 1 7 1  § 3 ;  1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 20.] 

47.26. 150 Urban arterial board--Meetings. The 
urban arterial board shall first meet during the first 
week of July, 1 967. Thereafter the board shall meet at 
least once quarterly and upon the call of its chairman 
and shall from time to time adopt rules and regulations 
for its own government and as may be necessary for it 
to discharge its duties and exercise its powers under this 
chapter. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 2 1 .) 

Reviser's note: "this chapter" has been substituted for "this 1 967 
amendatory act". See note following RCW 47.26.01 0  for codification 
of "this 1967 amendatory act" [ 1 967 ex.s. c 83]. 

47.26.160 Urban arterial board--Powers and du­
ties. The urban arterial board shall : 

( l )  Adopt rules and regulations necessary to imple­
ment the provisions of this chapter relating to the allo­
cation of funds in the urban arterial trust account of the 
motor vehicle fund to counties and cities. 

(2) Adopt reasonably uniform design standards for 
city and county arterials which meet the requirements 
for urban development. 

(3) Report biennially on the first day of November of 
the even-numbered years to the state highway commis­
sion and the joint committee on highways regarding 
progress of cities and counties in developing long range 
plans for their urban arterial construction and pro­
gramming or urban arterial construction work and the 
allocation of urban arterial trust funds to the cities and 
counties. [ I  97 1 ex.s. c 29 1 § 1 ;  1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 22.] 

47.26.165 Commission and board to coordinate long 
range needs studies. See RCW 47.01 .240. 

47.26.170 Long range arterial construction plans­
Counties and cities to prepare and submit to urban arte­
rial board--Revision. The legislative authority of each 
county or city lying within or having within its bounda­
ries an urban area shall prepare, adopt and submit to 
the urban arterial board a long range plan for arterial 
construction, taking into account the comprehensive 
land use plan of each such jurisdiction and setting forth 
arterial construction needs through a fourteen year ad­
vance planning period. The long range arterial con­
struction plans shall be revised by the counties and 
cities every two years to show the current arterial con­
struction needs through a fourteen year advanced plan­
ning period and as revised shall be submitted to the 
urban arterial board during the first week of January of 
every even-numbered year. The long range plans shall 
be prepared pursuant to guidelines established by the 
urban arterial board and with the assistance of such 
board and the state highway commission. Upon receipt 
of the long range arterial construction plans of the sev­
eral counties and cities the urban arterial board shall 
revise the construction needs for urban arterials set 
forth in such plans as necessary to conform with its 
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uniform standards for establishing construction needs 
of the counties and cities. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 29 1 § 2; 1967 
ex.s. c 83 § 23.] 

Revisions to include bicycle route systems: RCW 47.26.315. 

47.26.180 Division of roads or streets into arterial or 
access roads or streets-Classification of arterials-­
Submission to board--Revision. The legislative au­
thority of each county and city lying within or having 
within its boundaries an urban area shall with the ad­
vice and assistance of its chief engineer divide all of its 
roads or streets into arterial roads or streets and access 
roads or streets and shall further subdivide the arterials 
into three functional classes to be known as major arte­
rials, secondary arterials, and collector arterials, all in 
accordance with uniform standards established by the 
urban arterial board. This classification of roads and 
streets shall be submitted to the urban arterial board by 
July 1 ,  1 968. Upon receipt of the classification plans of 
the several counties and cities, the urban arterial board 
shall review and revise the classification for the urban 
arterials as necessary to conform with its uniform 
standards for classifying urban arterials. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 83 
§ 24.] 

47.26.190 Apportionment of funds in urban arterial 
trust account among regions-Date. Once each calen­
dar quarter, the urban arterial board shall apportion 
funds credited to the urban arterial trust account, in­
cluding the proceeds from motor vehicle fuel tax reve­
nues, bond sales, anticipatory notes and interfund 
loans, which are available for the construction and im­
provement of urban arterials among the five regions de­
fined in RCW 47.26.050 in the manner prescribed in 
RCW 47.26.060 relating to the apportionment of state 
urban funds except calculation of needs shall be based 
upon a projection of needs for the ensuing six year pe­
riod as determined by the state highway commission. 
[ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 1 26 § 2; 1 97 1  ex.s. c 291  § 3 ;  1 969 ex.s. 
c 1 7 1  § 4; 1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 25.) 

47.26.200 Counties-Perpetual advanced plans for 
coordinated road program-Six year program for arte­
rial road construction. See RCW 36.8 1 . 1 2 1 .  

47.26.210 Cities--Perpetual advanced plans for 
coordinated street program-Six year program for ar­
terial street construction. See RCW 35.77.01 0. 

47.26.220 Six year programs for urban arterial im­
provements by cities and counties-Selection of spe­
cific priority projects for each functional class-Rating 
f�ctors. Counties and cities, in preparing their respective 
stx year programs relating to urban arterial improve­
�ents, shall select specific priority improvement pro­
Jects for each functional class of arterial based on the 
rating of each arterial section proposed to be improved 
in relation to other arterial sections within the same 
functional class, taking into account the following: 

. 
( 1 )  Its structural ability to carry loads imposed upon 
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.(2) Its capacity to move traffic at reasonable speeds 
w1thout undue congestion; 

(3) Its adequacy of alignment and related geometries ; 
(4) Its accident experience; and 
(5) Its fatal accident experience. 
The six year construction programs shall remain flex­

ible and subject to annual revision as provided in RCW 
36.8 1 . 1 2 1  and 35.77.010. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 28.] 

47.26.230 Joint planning of urban arterial develop­
ment--Arterial in city crossing into unincorporated 
area or adjacent city--Arterial affected by state high­
way--Urban arterial board to adopt regulations. 
W�enever an urban arterial in a city crosses into an 
unmcorp?rated urban area or into an adjacent city, the 
proper c1ty and county officials shall jointly plan the 
development of the arterial in their respective long 
range pla.ns, arterial classification plans and six year 
constructiOn programs. Whenever an urban arterial 
connects with and will be substantially affected by a 
programmed construction project on a state highway, 
the proper county or city officials shall jointly plan the 
development of such connecting arterial with the state 
highway department district engineer. The urban arteri­
al board shall adopt regulations providing for the sys­
tem development of county-city arterials and urban 
arterials with state highways. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 29.] 

47.26.240 Review of city or county six year program 
by urban arterial board--Revision. Upon receipt of a 
county's or city's revised six year program, the urban 
arterial board as soon as practicable shall review and 
may revise the construction program as it relates to ur­
ban arterials for which urban arterial trust account 
m?n�ys are. requested as necessary to conform to ( l )  the 
pnonty ratmg of the proposed project, based upon the 
�actor.s in RCW 47.26.220, in relation to proposed pro­
Jects m all other urban arterial construction programs 
submitted by the cities and counties in the same region, 
and (2) the amount of urban arterial trust account 
funds which the urban arterial board estimates will be 
apportioned to the region in the ensuing six year period. 
[ 1967 ex.s. c 83 § 30.] 

47.26.260 Vouchers for payment from urban arterial 
trust account--Completion of preliminary propos­
al--Completion of project--During work progress. 
( l)  Upon completion of a preliminary proposal, the 
county or city submitting said proposal shall submit to 
the urban arterial board its voucher for payment of the 
trust account share of the cost. Upon the completion of 
an approved urban arterial construction project, the 
county or city constructing the project shall submit to 
the urban arterial board its voucher for the payment of 
the trust account share of the cost. The chairman of the 
urban arterial board or his designated agent shall ap­
prove such voucher when proper to do so, for payment 
from the urban arterial trust account to the county or 
city submitting the voucher. 

(2� �e urban arterial board may adopt regulations 
prov1dmg for the approval of payments of funds in the 
urban arterial trust account to a county or city for costs 

of preliminary proposal, and costs of construction of an 
approved project from time to time as work progresses. 
These payments shall at no time exceed the urban arte­
rial trust account share of the costs of construction in­
curred to the date of the voucher covering such 
payment. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 126 § 1 ;  1967 ex.s. c 83 § 32.] 

47.26.270 Matching funds requirements for counties 
and cities receiving funds from urban arterial trust ac­
count. Counties and cities receiving funds from the ur­
ban arterial trust account for construction of arterials 
shall provide such matching funds as shall be estab­
lished by regulations recommended by the urban arteri­
al board subject to review, revision and final approval 
by the state highway commission. Matching require­
ments shall be established after appropriate studies by 
the board taking into account ( I )  financial resources 
available to counties and cities to meet arterial needs, 
(2) the amounts and percentages of funds available for 
road or street construction traditionally expended by 
counties and cities on arterials, (3) in the case of coun­
ties, the relative needs of arterials lying outside urban 
areas, and (4) the requirements necessary to avoid di­
version of funds traditionally expended for arterial con­
struction to other street or road purposes or to 
nonhighway purposes. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 33.] 

47.26.280 Apportionment and allocation of urban ar­
terial account funds for period beginning July 1, 1967 
and ending July 1, 1969. Notwithstanding any other 
provisions in this chapter, for the period beginning July 
I ,  1967 and ending July l ,  1969, the urban arterial 
board shall once quarterly apportion the funds from the 
urban arterial account among the five regions of the 
�tate defined in RCW 47.26.050 in the manner provided 
m RCW 47.26 . 190. Commencing on October l ,  1967, 
the board at the time of making each quarterly appor­
tionment shall allocate urban arterial trust funds for 
each region to specific counties and cities within the 
region for the construction of specific urban arterial 
projects. The board shall allocate such funds to the 
counties and cities based upon the priority rating of 
construction projects for which urban arterial trust ac­
count moneys are requested by the counties and cities. 
The board shall determine the priority of specific im­
provement projects based upon the rating of each urban 
arterial section proposed to be improved in relation to 
all other urban arterial sections proposed to be im­
proved taking into account the following: 

. 
( 1 )  Its structural ability to carry loads imposed upon 

1t; 
(2) Its capacity to move traffic at reasonable speeds 

without undue congestion; 
(3) Its adequacy of alignment and related geometries; 
(4) Its accident experience; and 
(5) Its fatal accident experience. 
Urban

. 
arterial trust account moneys allocated during 

such penod shall be matched in the case of cities from 
local funds by an amount not less than ten percent of 
the total cost of the construction project. The matching 
fund re9uirem�nts pr�scribed in R�W 82.36.020 may 
be considered m meetmg the matchmg requirements of 
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this section. Counties shall match such funds on the ra­
tio of forty percent locally collected road funds to sixty 
percent urban arterial trust account moneys. 

Urban arterial trust account funds allocated to a spe­
cific improvement project as provided in this section 
shall be paid to the county or city constructing the im­
provement on vouchers duly approved by the chairman 
of the urban arterial board or his agent in the manner 
provided in RCW 47.26.260. 

The urban arterial board shall adopt regulations sub­
ject to the approval of the state highway commission 
providing for the implementation of this section. [ 1 969 
ex.s. c 1 7 1  § 5 ;  1967 ex.s. c 83 § 34.] 

Reviser's note: "this chapter" has been substituted for "this 1967 
amendatory act".  See note following RCW 47.26.0 10 for codification 
of "this 1967 amendatory act" [ 1 967 ex.s. c 83]. 

47.26.290 Appeal of action or decision of urban arte­
rial board to state highway commission. The legislative 
body of any county or city feeling aggrieved by any ac­
tion or decision of the urban arterial board may appeal 
to the state highway commission by filing with the sec­
retary of the commission a notice of appeal within 
ninety days after such action or decision of the urban 
arterial board. Such notice shall specify the action or 
decision complained of. The state highway commission 
shall fix a time for a hearing on said appeal at the ear­
liest convenient time and shall notify the county auditor 
or the city clerk as the case may be and the chairman of 
the urban arterial board by registered mail at least 
twenty days prior to the date of said hearing. At such 
hearing the state highway commission shall receive evi­
dence from the county or city filing the appeal and 
from the urban arterial board. After such hearing the 
state highway commission shall make such order as in 
its judgment is just and proper. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 35.] 

47.26.300 Bicycle routes-Legislative declaration. 
The state of Washington is confronted with emergency 
shortages of energy sources utilized for the transporta­
tion of its citizens and must seek alternative methods of 
providing public mobility. 

Bicycles are suitable for many transportation pur­
poses, and are pollution-free in addition to using a 
minimal amount of resources and energy. However, the 
increased use of bicycles for both transportation and 
recreation has led to an increase in both fatal and non­
fatal injuries to bicyclists. 

The legislature therefore finds that the establishment, 
improvement, and upgrading of bicycle routes is neces­
sary to promote public mobility, conserve energy, and 
provide for the safety of the bicycling and motoring 
public. [ 1 974 l st ex.s. c 141  § 1 .] 

47.26.305 Bicycle routes-Establishment of system 
authorized and directed-Use of urban arterial trust 
funds. Each city and county eligible for receipt of urban 
arterial trust funds is hereby authorized and directed to 
establish a system of bicycle routes throughout its juris­
diction. Such routes shall, when established in accord­
ance with standards adopted by the urban arterial 
board, be eligible for establishment, improvement, and 
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upgrading with urban arterial trust funds when accom­
plished in connection with an arterial project. [ 1974 1st 
ex.s. c 141  § 2.] 1 

47.26.310 Bicycle routes Standards for designa-
tion of bicycle route systems. Prior to July I ,  1974, the 
urban arterial board shall adopt: 

(1)  Standards for the designation of a bicycle route 
system which shall include, but need not be limited to, 
consideration of: 

(a) Existing and potential bicycle traffic generating 
activities, including but not limited to places of em­
ployment, schools, colleges, shopping areas, and recrea­
tional areas; 

(b) Directness of travel and distance between poten-
tial bicycle traffic generating activities ; and � 

(c) Safety for bicyclists and avoidance of conflict with 
vehicular traffic which shall include, wherever feasible, 
designation of bicycle routes on streets parallel but ad­
jacent to existing designated urban arterial routes. 

(2) Insofar as is practicable to achieve reasonable 
uniformity, design standards for bicycle routes shall 
take into consideration the construction standallds and 
signing system devised by the state highway department 
pursuant to RCW 47.30.060. [ 1 974 1 st ex.s. c 14 1  § 3.} 

Pilot programs: "After April 1, 1974, two pilot programs shall be 
implemented to test the criteria adopted by the urban arterial board 
pursuant to section 3 of this 1974 amendatory act. The pilot programs� 
shall be in cities and counties designated by the urban arterial board. 
A report of those programs and recommendations for any changes in 
criteria shall be made by the cities and counties involved to the urban 
arterial board prior to November 1 ,  1974. The urban arterial board 
shall then make any changes it finds desirable in the criteria, tall!ing 
into consideration the experience gained iri the pilot programs and the 
recommendations of the cities involved." [ 1974 1st ex.s. c 141 § 4.] 

Appropriation: "To carry out the provisions of sections 3' and 4 of 
this 1974 amendatory act, there is appropriated to the urban arterial 
board the sum of fifty thousand dollars, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary, from the urban arterial trust, account of the motor vehicle 
fund." [ 1974 1st ex.s. c 141 § 5.] L 

47.26.315 Bicycle routes--Revisions to long rang� 
arterial construction plans to include bicycle route system 
plans. The revisions of long range arterial construction 
plans directed by RCW 47.26. 1 70 shall include plans 
for a bicycle route system. [ 1 974 1 st ex.s. c 141  § 6.] 

BOND ISSUE-STATE HIGHWAYS IN URBAN 
AREAS 

47.26.400 Issuance and sale of general obligation 
bonds--Authorized--Amount--Declaration of 
purpose. In order to provide funds necessary to meet 
the urgent needs for highway construction on state 
highways within urban areas, there shall be issued and 
sold general obligation bonds of the state 1 of 
Washington in the sum of two hundred million dollars 
or such amount thereof and at such times as determined 
to be necessary by the state highway commission. The 
amount of such bonds issued and sold under the provi­
sions of RCW 47.26.400 through 47.26.407 in any bien­
nium shall not exceed the amount of a specific 
appropriation therefor from the proceeds of such bonds, 
for the construction of state highways in urban areas. 
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The issuance, sale and retirement of said bonds shall be 
under the supervision and control of the state finance 
committee which, upon request being made by the state 
highway commission, shall provide for the issuance, sale 
and retirement of coupon or registered bonds to be 
dated, issued, and sold from time to time in such 
amounts as shall be requested by the state highway 
commission. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 169 § 1 ;  1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 
36.] 

47.26.401 Bonds--Term--Terms and condi­
tions-Signatures--Registration--Where pay­
able--Negotiable instruments. Each of such bonds 
shall be made payable at any time not exceeding thirty 
years from the date of its issuance, with such reserved 
rights of prior redemption, bearing such interest, and 
such terms and conditions, as the state finance commit­
tee may prescribe to be specified therein. The bonds 
shall be signed by the governor and the state treasurer 
under the seal of the state, one of which signatures shall 
be made manually and the other signature may be in 
printed facsimile, and any coupons attached to such 
bonds shall be signed by the same officers whose signa­
tures thereon may be in printed facsimile. Any bonds 
may be registered in the name of the holder on presen­
tation to the state treasurer or at the fiscal agency of the 
state of Washington in New York City, as to principal 
alone, or as to both principal and interest under such 
regulations as the state treasurer may prescribe. Such 
bonds shall be payable at such places as the state fi­
nance committee may provide. All bonds issued here­
under shall be fully negotiable instruments. [ 1973 1 st 
ex.s. c 1 69 � 2; 1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 37.] 

47.26.402 Bonds-Denominations-Manner and 
terms of sale--Legal investment for state funds. The 
bonds issued hereunder .shall be in denominations to be 
prescribed by the state finance committee and may be 
sold in such manner and in such amounts and at such 
times and on such terms and conditions as the commit­
tee may prescribe. If the bonds are sold to any pur­
chaser other than the state of Washington, they shall be 
sold at public sale, and it shall be the duty of the state 
finance committee to cause such sale to be advertised in 
such maimer as it shall deem sufficient. Bonds issued 
under the provisions of RCW 47.26.400 through 47.26-
.407 shall be legal investment for any of the funds of 
the state, except the permanent school fund. [ 1 967 ex.s. 
c 83 § 38.] 

47.26.403 Bonds-Bond proceeds-Deposit and 
use. The money arising from the sale of said bonds shall 
be deposited in the state treasury to the credit of the 
motor vehicle ,fund and such money shall be available 
only for the construction of state highways within the 
urban areas of the state, and for payment of the ex­
penses incurred in the printing, issuance, and sale of 
any such bonds. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 39.] 

47.26.404 Bonds-Statement describing nature of 
obligation--Pledge of excise taxes. Bonds issued un­
der the provisions of RCW 47.26.400 through 47.26.407 

shall distinctly state that they are a general obligation 
of the state of Washington, shall pledge the full faith 
and credit of the state to the payment of the principal 
thereof and the interest thereon and shall contain an 
unconditional promise to pay such principal and inter­
est as the same shall become due. The principal of and 
interest on such bonds shall be first payable in the 
manner provided in RCW 47.26.400 through 47.26.407 
from the proceeds of state excise taxes on motor vehicle 
fuels imposed by chapter 82.36 RCW and chapter 82.40 
RCW. The proceeds of such excise taxes are hereby 
pledged to the payment of any bonds and the interest 
thereon issued under the provisions of RCW 47.26.400 
through 47.26.407, and the legislature hereby agrees to 
continue to impose the same excise taxes on motor ve­
hicle fuels in amounts sufficient to pay, when due, the 
principal and interest on all bonds issued under the 
provisions of RCW 47.26.400 through 47.26.407. [ 1 973 
1 st ex.s. c 169 § 3 ;  1967 ex.s. c 83 § 40.] 

47.26.405 Bonds--Designation of funds to repay 
bonds and interest. Any funds required to repay such 
bonds, or the interest thereon when due, subject to the 
proviso of this section, shall be taken from that portion 
of the motor vehicle fund which results from the impo­
sition of excise taxes on motor vehicle fuels and which 
is distributed to the state under the provisions of RCW 
82.36.020(2) for construction of state highways in urban 
areas, and shall never constitute a charge against any 
allocations of any other such funds to the state, coun­
ties, cities and towns unless and until the amount of the 
motor vehicle fund arising from the excise taxes on 
motor vehicle fuels and available to the state for con­
struction of state highways in urban areas proves insuf­
ficient to meet the requirements for bond retirement or 
interest on any such bonds. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 4 1 .) 

47.26.406 Bonds--Repayment procedure--Bond 
retirement fund. At least one year prior to the date any 
interest is due and payable on such bonds or before the 
maturity date of any such bonds, the state finance 
committee shall estimate, subject to the provisions of 
RCW 47.26.405, the percentage of the receipts in money 
of the motor vehicle fund, resulting from collection of 
excise taxes on motor vehicle fuels, for each month of 
the year which shall be required to meet interest or 
bond payments hereunder when due, and shall notify 
the state treasurer of such estimated requirement. The 
state treasurer shall thereafter from time to time each 
month as such funds are paid into the motor vehicle 
fund, transfer such percentage of the monthly receipts 
from excise taxes on motor vehicle fuels of the motor 
vehicle fund to the bond retirement fund, hereby cre­
ated, which fund shall be available solely for payment 
of interest or bonds when due. If in any month it shall 
appear that the estimated percentage of money so made 
is insufficient to meet the requirements for interest or 
bond retirement, the treasurer shall notify the state fi­
nance committee forthwith and such committee shall 
adjust its estimates so that all requirements for interest 
and principal of all bonds issued shall be fully met at 
all times. [ 1967 ex.s. c 83 § 42.) 
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47.26.407 Bonds-Sums in excess of retirement 
requirements---Use. Whenever the percentage of the 
motor vehicle fund arising from excise taxes on motor 
vehicle fuels payable into the bond retirement fund, 
shall prove more than is required for the payment of 
interest on bonds when due, or current retirement of 
bonds, any ex,cess may, in the discretion of the state fi­
nance committee, be available for the prior redemption 
of any bonds or remain available in the fund to reduce 
the requirements upon the fuel excise tax portion of the 
motor vehicle fund at the next interest or bond payment 
period. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 43.] 

47.26.410 Expenditures from fuel taxes and bond 
proceeds for urban state highways in excess of amount 
apportionable to a region authorized. Notwithstanding 
the provisions of RCW 47.26.060, the state highway 
commission is authorized in any biennium, subject to 
proper appropriations, to expend from funds available 
pursuant to RCW 46.68. 1 50, for urban state highway 
construction projects within a region, an amount in­
cluding bond proceeds which may exceed the amount 
apportionable during the biennium to the region. The 
total amounts apportioned to each region through I 985 
shall meet the apportionment requirements of RCW 
47.26.060 for such period. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 44.) 

BOND ISSUE-COUNTY AND CITY 
ARTERIALS IN U RBAN AREAS 

47.26.420 Issuance and sale of general obligation 
bonds--Authorized--Amount--Declaration of 
purpose. In order to provide funds necessary to meet 
the urgent construction needs on county and city arte­
rials within urban areas, there shall be issued and sold 
general obligation bonds of the state of Washington in 
the sum of two hundred million dollars or such amount 
thereof and at such times as determined to be necessary 
by the state highway commission. The amount of such 
bonds issued and sold under the provisions of RCW 
47.26.420 through 47.26.427 in any biennium shall not 
exceed the amount of a specific appropriation therefor, 
from the proceeds of such bonds, for the construction 
of county and city arterials in urban areas. The issu­
ance, sale and retirement of said bonds shall be under 
the supervision and control of the state finance com­
mittee which, upon request being made by the state 
highway commission, shall provide for the issuance, sale 
and retirement of coupon or registered bonds to be 
dated, issued, and sold from time to time in such 
amounts as shall be requested by the state highway 
commission. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 1 69 § 4; 1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 
45.] 

47.26.421 Bonds--Term--Terms and condi­
tions-Signatures--Registration--Where pay­
able---Negotiable instruments. Each of such bonds 
shall be made payable at any time not exceeding thirty 
years from the date of its issuance, with such reserved 
rights of prior redemption, bearing such interest, and 
such terms and conditions, as the state finance commit­
tee may prescribe to be specified therein. The bonds 
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shall be signed by the governor and the state treasurer 
under the seal of the state, one of which signatures shall 
be made manually and the other signature may be in 
printed facsimile, and any coupons attached to such 
bonds shall be signed by the same officers whose signa­
tures thereon may be in printed facsimile. Any bonds 
may be registered in the name of the holder on presen­
tation to the state treasurer or at the fiscal agency of the 
state of Washington in New York City, as to principal 
alone, or as to both principal and interest under such 
regulations as the state treasurer may prescribe. Such 
bonds shall be payable at such places as the state fi­
nance committee may provide. All bonds issued here­
under shall be fully negotiable instruments. [ 1 973 1st 
ex.s. c 1 69 § 5 ;  1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 46.] 

47.26.422 Bonds-Denominations-Manner and 
terms of sale--Legal investment for state funds. The 
bonds issued hereunder shall be in denominations to be 
prescribed by the state finance committee and may be 
sold in such manner and in such amounts and at such 
times and on such terms and conditions as the commit­
tee may prescribe. If the bonds are sold to any pur­
chaser other than the state of Washington, they shall be 
sold at public sale, and it shall be the duty of the state 
finance committee to cause such sale to be advertised in 
such manner as it shall deem sufficient. Bonds issued 
under the provisions of RCW 47.26.420 through 47.26-
.427 shall be legal investment for any of the funds of 
the state, except the permanent school fund. [ 1 967 ex.s. 
c 83 § 47.] 

47.26.423 Bonds-Bond proceeds-Deposit and 
use. The money arising from the sale of said bonds shall 
be deposited in the state treasury to the credit of the 
urban arterial trust account in the motor vehicle fund 
and such money shall be available only for the con­
struction and improvement of county and city urban 
arterials, and for payment of the expense incurred in 
the printing, issuance and sale of any such bonds. [ 1 967 
ex.s. c 83 § 48.] 

47.26.424 Bonds-Statement describing nature of 
obligation--Pledge of excise taxes. Bonds issued un­
der the provisions of RCW 47.26.420 through 47.26.427 
shall distinctly state that they are a general obligation 
of the state of Washington, shall pledge the full faith 
and credit of the state to the payment of the principal 
thereof and the interest thereon and shall contain an 
unconditional promise to pay such principal and inter­
est as the same shall become due. The principal and in­
terest on such bonds shall be first payable in the 
manner provided in RCW 47.26.420 through 47.26.427 
from the proceeds of state excise taxes on motor vehicle 
fuels imposed by chapter 82.36 RCW and chapter 82.40 
RCW. The proceeds of such excise taxes are hereby 
pledged to the payment of any bonds and the interest 
thereon issued under the provisions of RCW 47.26.420 
through 47.26.427, and the legislature hereby agrees to 
continue to impose the same excise taxes on motor ve­
hicle fuels in amounts sufficient to pay, when due, the 
principal and interest on all bonds issued under the 
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provisions of RCW 47.26.420 through 47.26.427. [ 1 973 
1 st ex.s. c 1 69 § 6; 1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 49.) 

47.26.425 Bonds-Designation of funds to repay 
bonds and interest--Urban arterial trust account. Any 
funds required to repay such bonds or the interest 
thereon when due, subject to the proviso of this section, 
shall be taken from that portion of the motor vehicle 
fund which results from the imposition of excise taxes 
on motor vehicle fuels and which is distributed to the 
urban arterial trust account in the motor vehicle fund, 
and shall never constitute a charge against any alloca­
tions of any other such funds in the motor vehicle fund 
to the state, counties, cities and towns unless and until 
the amount of the motor vehicle fund arising from the 
excise tax on motor vehicle fuels and distributed to the 
urban arterial trust account proves insufficient to meet 
the requirements for bond retirement or interest on any 
such bonds. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 50.) 

47.26.426 Bonds-Repayment procedure-Bond 
retirement fund. At least one year prior to the date any 
interest is due and payable on such bonds or before the 
maturity date of any bonds, the state finance committee 
shall estimate, subject to the provisions of RCW 47.26-
.425, the percentage of the receipts in money of the 
motor vehicle fund, resulting from collection of excise 
taxes on motor vehicle fuels, for each month of the year 
which shall be required to meet interest or bond pay­
ments hereunder when due, and shall notify the state 
treasurer of such estimated requirement. The state trea­
surer shall thereafter from time to time each month as 
such funds are paid into the motor vehicle fund, trans­
fer such percentage of the monthly receipts from excise 
taxes on motor vehicle fuels of the motor vehicle fund 
to the bond retirement fund, hereby created, which 
fund shall be available solely for payment of interest or 
bonds when due. If in any month it shall appear that 
the estimated percentage of money so made is insuffi­
cient to meet the requirements for interest or bond re­
tirement, the treasurer shall notify the state finance 
committee forthwith and such committee shall adjust its 
estimates so that all requirements for interest and prin­
cipal of all bonds issued shall be fully met at all times. 
[ 1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 5 1 .] 

47.26.427 Bonds-Sums in excess of retirement 
requirements---Use. Whenever the percentage of the 
motor vehicle fund arising from excise taxes on motor 
vehicle fuels payable into the bond retirement fund, 
shall prove more than is required for the payment of 
interest on bonds when due, or current retirement of 
bonds, any excess may, in the discretion of the state fi­
nance committee, be available for the prior redemption 
of any bonds or remain available in the fund to reduce 
the requirements upon the fuel excise tax portion of the 
motor vehicle fund at the next interest or bond payment 
period. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 52.] 

47.26.430 Expenditures from urban arterial trust ac­
count and bond proceeds in excess of amount apportion­
able to a region authorized. Notwithstanding the 

provisions of RCW 47.26. 1 90 and 47.26.240, the urban 
arterial board may, in any biennium, subject to proper 
appropriations, approve expenditures from the urban 
arterial trust account for construction of projects on ur­
ban arterials within a region, the total amount of which 
including bond proceeds, exceeds the amount appor­
tionable during the biennium to the region. The total 
amounts apportioned to each region through 1 985 shall 
meet the apportionment requirements of RCW 47.26-
. 1 90 and 47.26.240 for such period. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 
53.) 

47.26.440 Budget for expenditures from urban arteri­
al trust account--Estimate of revenues--Submission 
to highway commission-Revision--Submission to 
governor and legislature. Not later than November 1 of 
each even-numbered year the urban arterial board shall 
prepare and present to the state highway commission a 
recommended budget for expenditures from the urban 
arterial trust account during the ensuing biennium. The 
budget shall contain an estimate of the revenues to be 
credited to the urban arterial trust account and the 
amount, if any, of bond proceeds which the board de­
termines should be made available to the urban arterial 
trust account through the sale of bonds in the ensuing 
biennium. 

The state highway commission shall review the budg­
et as recommended, revise the same as it deems proper 
and include the budget for the urban arterial board as 
revised as a separate section of the state highway com­
mission budget which it shall submit to the governor 
and the legislature at the time of its convening. [ 1 967 
ex.s. c 83 § 54.] 

47.26.450 Inclusion of portion of construction pro­
gram for next biennial period in budget--Approval of 
urban arterial trust funds to be expended--Additional 
projects. At the time the urban arterial board reviews 
the six-year program of each county and city each 
even-numbered year, it shall consider and shall approve 
for inclusion in its recommended budget, as required by 
RCW 47.26.440, the portion of the urban arterial con­
struction program scheduled to be performed during 
the biennial period beginning the following July 1 st. 
Subject to the appropriations actually approved by the 
legislature, the board shall as soon as feasible approve 
urban arterial trust account funds to be spent during 
the ensuing biennium for preliminary proposals in pri­
ority sequence as established pursuant to RCW 47.26-
.240. The board shall authorize urban arterial trust 
account funds for the construction project portion of a 
project previously authorized for a preliminary proposal 
in the sequence in which the preliminary proposal has 
been completed and the construction project is to be 
placed under contract. At such time the board may re­
serve urban arterial trust account funds for expenditure 
in future years as may be necessary for completion of 
preliminary proposals and construction projects to be 
commenced in the ensuing biennium. 
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The urban arterial board may, within the constraints 
of available urban arterial trust funds, consider addi­
tional projects for authorization upon a clear and con­
clusive showing by the submitting local government 
that the proposed project is of an emergent nature and 
that its need was unable to be anticipated at the time 
the six-year program of the local government was de­
veloped. Such proposed projects shall be evaluated on 
the basis of the priority rating factors specified in RCW 
47.26.220. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 1 26 § 3 ;  1 969 ex.s. c 1 7 1  § 6.] 

47.26.460 Increase in urban arterial trust account 
funds allocated to a project--Regulations-Factors. 
Whenever the board approves an urban arterial project 
it shall determine the amount of urban arterial trust ac­
count funds to be allocated for such project. The allo­
cation shall be based upon information contained in the 
six-year plan submitted by the county or city seeking 
approval of the project and upon such further investi­
gation as the board deems necessary. The board shall 
adopt reasonable regulations pursuant to which urban 
arterial trust account funds allocated to a project may 
be increased upon a subsequent application of the 
county or city constructing the project. The regulations 
adopted by the board shall take into account, but shall 
not be limited to, the following factors : ( I )  The finan­
cial effect of increasing the original allocation for the 
project upon other urban arterial projects either ap­
proved or requested; (2) whether the project for whi�h 
an additional allocation is requested can be reduced m 
scope while retaining a usable segment; ·  (3) whether the 
original cost of the project shown in the applicant's six­
year program was based upon reasonable engineering 
estimates; and (4) whether the requested additional al­
location is to pay for an expansion in the scope of work 
originally approved. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 1 7 1  § 7 .] 

47.26.900 Severability--1967 ex.s. c 83. If any 
provision of this 1 967 amendatory act or the application 
thereof to any person, firm, or corporation or circum­
stance is held invalid, in whole or in part, such invalid­
ity shall not affect other provisions of the act which can 
be given effect without the invalid provisions or appli­
cation and to this end the provisions of this 1 967 
amendatory act are declared to be severable. [ 1 967 ex.s. 
c 83 § 55.] 

47.26.910 Effective dates-1967 ex.s. c 83. This 
1 967 amendatory act is necessary for the immediate 
preservation of the public peace, health and safety, the 
support of the state government and its existing

_ 
public 

institutions and sections I through 55 and sectton 56, 
renumbered "Sec. 62", shall take effect on the first day 
of the month following the approval of this act by the 
governor; sections 56 through 6 1  . shall take effect on 
July 1 ,  1 967 with respect to fees patd on or after July 1 ,  
1 967. Fees paid pursuant to RCW 46. 16.070, 46. 16.072, 
46. 1 6.075 or 46. 1 6. 120 prior to July I, 1 967 shall not be 
affected by this act. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 83 § 62.] 

Reviser's note: (1)  "sections 1 through 55" ( 1%7 ex.s. c 83) are 
codified as chapter 47.26 RCW, RCW 35.77.010, 36.8 1 . 1 2 1 ,  46.68 . 100, 

(Trtle 47--p 68) 

46.68 . 150, 82.36.020, 82.36. 100, 82.37.030, 82.37. 190, 82.40.020 and 
82.40 290. 

(2) "sections 56 through 61"  ( l %7 ex.s. c 83) consist of RCW 46. 16 
070, 46. 1 6. 1 1 1 , 46. 16. 1 2 1 ,  46. 16.040, 46. 16. 125 and the repeal of 46-
. 16.072, 46. 16.075, 46. 1 6. 1 10 and 46. 1 6. 1 20. 

47.26.930 Construction--1969 ex.s. c 171. The rule 
of strict construction shall have no application to this 
1 969 act or to the provisions of chapter 47.26 RCW, 
and they shall be liberally construed in order to carry 
out an effective, efficient and equitable program of fi­
nancial assistance to urban area cities and counties for 
arterial roads and streets. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 1 7 1  § 8.] 

Chapter 47.28 
CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE OF 

IDGHWAYS 
Sections 
47.28.010 
47.28.020 
47.28.025 

Latitude in selecting route. 
Width of right of way. 
Description and plan of new or limited access high­

way--Recording. 
47.28.026 Description and plan of new or limited access high-

way--Buildings and improvements prohibited. 
47.28.030 Contracts-Day labor--Monetary limits--Small 

businesses and minority contractors-Rules and 
regulations. 

47.28.040 Precontract preparation of maps, plans, and specifica-

47.28.050 
47.28.060 
47.28.070 

tions-Filing. 
Call for bids. 
Copy of map, plans, etc.--Charge. 
Form of bid--Data required--Requirements­

Refusal to furnish form--Appeal. 
47.28.080 Withdrawal of bids-New bids-Time fixed in call 

controls. 
47.28.090 Opening of bids and award of contract-Deposit. 
47.28. 1 00  Contract and bond--Forfeiture and return of depos-

47.28. 1 10 
47.28. 1 20 
47.28. 140 

its--Rejection of all bids-Readvertisement. 
Sureties--Qualifications-Additional sureties. 
Actions for labor and materials-Limitation of action. 
Agreements to benefit or improve highways, roads or 

streets, establish urban public transportation sys­
tem--Labor or contract--Costs. 

47.28. 1 50 Underpasses, overpasses constructed with aid of federal 
funds--Apportionment of maintenance cost be­
tween railroad and state. 

47.28. 170 Emergency protection and restoration of highways. 

Contractor's bond to pay labor, etc.: Chapter 39.08 RCW. 

County road improvement districts: Chapter 36.88 RCW. 

Design standards committee for city streets: Chapter 35.78 RCW. 

Liens for labor, materials on public works: Chapter 60.28 RCW. 

Size, weight, load of vehicles: Chapter 46.44 RCW. 

Viaducts, bridges, elevated roadways, etc., authority of cities to con­
struct: Chapter 35.85 RCW. 

47.28.010 Latitude in selecting route. Whenever the 
general route of any state highway shall be designated 
and laid out as running to or by way of certain desig­
nated points, without specifying the particular route to 
be followed to or by way of such points, the highway 
commission shall determine the particular route to �e 
followed by said state highway to or by way of satd 
designated points, and shall be at liberty to select and 
adopt as a part of such state highway, the whole or any 
part of any existing public highway previously desig­
nated as a county road, primary road or secondary road 
or now or hereafter classified as a county road. The 
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highway commission need not select and adopt the en­
tire routes for such state highways at one time, but may 
select and adopt parts of such routes from time to time 
as it deems advisable. Where a state highway is desig­
nated as passing by way of a certain point, this shall 
not require the highway commission to cause such state 
highway to pass through or touch such point but such 
designation is directional only and may be complied 
with by location in the general vicinity. The highway 
commission is empowered to construct as a part of any 
state highway as designated and in addition to any por­
tion meeting the limits of any incorporated city or town 
a bypass section either through or around any such in­
corporated city or town. [ 1 96 I  c I 3  § 47.28.0 10. Prior: 
1937 c 53 § 3 1 ;  RRS § 6400-3 1 .] 

47.28.020 Width of right of way. From and after 
April I ,  1937, the width of one hundred feet is the nec­
essary and proper right of way width for state highways 
unless the highway commission, for good cause, may 
adopt and designate a different width. This section shall 
not be construed to require the highway commission to 
acquire increased right of way for any state highway in 
existence on such date. [ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47.28.020. Prior : 
1937 c 53 § 30; RRS § 6400-30; 19 13  c 65 § 8 ;  RRS § 
683 1 .] 

47.28.025 Description and plan of new or limited ac­
cess highway--Recording. Whenever any authority in 
behalf of the state shall establish the location, width 
and lines of any new highway, or declare any such new 
highway as a limited access facility, it may cause the 
description and plan of any such highway to be made, 
showing the center line of said highway and the estab­
lished width thereof and attach thereto a certified copy 
of the resolution, and thereupon such description, plan 
and resolution shall be recorded in the office of the 
county auditor of the proper county in a separate book 
kept for such purposes, which shall be furnished to the 
county auditor of such county by the Washington state 
highway commission at the expense of the state. [ 196 1 c 
13 § 47.28.025. Prior: 1 955 c 16 1  § I .] 

47.28.026 Description and plan of new or limited ac­
cess highway--Buildings and improvements prohibited. 
No owner or occupier of lands, buildings or improve­
ments shall erect any buildings or make any improve­
ments within the limits of any such highway, location, 
width and lines of which have been established and re­
corded, as provided in RCW 47 .28.025, and if any such 
erection and improvements shall be made, no allow­
ances shall be had therefor by the assessment of dam­
ages. No permits for improvements within said limits 
shall be issued by any authority: Provided, That the es­
tablishment of any highway location as set forth in 
RCW 47.28.025 shall be ineffective after one year from 
the filing thereof if no action to condemn or acquire the 
property within said limits has been commenced within 
said time. [ 1 96 1  c 13  § 47.28.026. Prior: 1955 c 16 1  § 2.] 

47.28.030 Contracts--Day labor--Monetary 
limits-Small businesses and minority contractors--­
Rules and regulations. A state highway shall be con­
structed, altered, repaired, or improved by contract or 
day labor. The work may be done by day labor when 
the estimated cost thereof is less than fifteen thousand 
dollars : Provided, When delay of performance of such 
work would jeopardize a state highway or constitute a 
danger to the traveling public, the work may be done 
by day labor when the estimated cost thereof is less 
than twenty-five thousand dollars. When the state 
highway commission determines to do the work by day 
labor, it shall enter a resolution upon its records to that 
effect, stating the reasons therefor. To enable a larger 
number of small businesses and minority contractors to 
effectively compete for highway department contracts, 
the state highway commission may adopt rules and reg­
ulations providing for bids and award of contracts for 
the performance of work, or furnishing equipment, ma­
terials, supplies, or operating services whenever any 
work is to be performed and the engineer's estimate in­
dicates the cost of the work would not exceed twenty­
five thousand dollars. The rules and regulations adopted 
under this section: 

( 1 )  Shall provide for competitive bids to the extent 
that competitive sources are available except when de­
lay of performance would jeopardize life or property or 
inconvenience the traveling public; and 

(2) Need not require the furnishing of a bid deposit 
nor a performance bond, but in the event such a per­
formance bond is not required then progress payments 
to the contractor may be required to be made based on 
submittal of paid invoices to substantiate proof that 
disbursements have been made to laborers, material­
men, mechanics and subcontractors from the previous 
partial payment; and 

(3) May establish prequalification standards and pro­
cedures as an alternative to those set forth in RCW 47-
.28 .070, but the prequalification standards and 
procedures under RCW 47.28.070 shall always be suffi­
cient. [ 1 973 c l l6 § I ;  197 1  ex.s. c 78 § I ;  I969 ex.s. c 
1 80 § 2; 1967 ex.s. c 145 § 40; 1 961  c 233 § I ;  1 96 1  c 1 3  
§ 47.28.030. Prior: 1953 c 29 § 1 ;  1949 c 70 § I ,  part; 
1943 c 1 32 § 1, part; 1937 c 53 § 4 1 ,  part; Rem. Supp. 
1949 § 6400-41 ,  part.] 

47.28.040 Precontract preparation of maps, plans, 
and specifications-Filing. Before entering into any 
contract for the construction, alteration, repair or im­
provement of any state highway the highway commis­
sion shall cause the same to be surveyed throughout the 
entire length of such proposed construction, alteration, 
repair or improvement and cause to be prepared maps, 
plans and specifications, together with an estimate of 
the cost of such proposed work, and such information 
and directions as will enable a contractor to carry them 
out. The maps, plans, specifications and directions shall 
be approved by the highway commission and a copy 
thereof filed permanently in the office of the highway 
commission. [ 1 961  c 13 § 47.28.040. Prior: 1 937 c 53 § 
32, part; RRS § 6400-32, part.] 
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47.28.050 Call for bids. Except as may be provided 
by rules and regulations adopted under RCW 47.28.030 
as now or hereafter amended the Washington state 
highway commission shall publish a call for bids for the 
construction of the highway according to the maps, 
plans, and specifications, once a week for at least two 
consecutive weeks, next preceding the day set for re­
ceiving and opening the bids, in not less than one trade 
paper and one other paper, both of general circulation 
in the state. The call shall state the time, place, and date 
for receiving and opening the bids, give a brief descrip­
tion of the location and extent of the work, and contain 
such special provisions or specifications as the commis­
sion deems necessary: Provided, That when the esti­
mated cost of any contract to be awarded is less than 
twenty-five thousand dollars, the call for bids need only 
be published in one paper of general circulation in the 
county where the major part of the work is to be per­
formed: Provided further, That when the estimated cost 
of a contract to be awarded is seven thousand five hun­
dred dollars or less, including the cost of materials, 
supplies, engineering, and equipment, the state highway 
commission need not publish a call for bids. [ 1 973 c 1 1 6 
§ 2 ;  1 969 ex.s. c 1 80 § I ;  1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.28.050. Prior: 
1 959 c 3 1 9 § 33 ;  1 955 c 147 § 1 ;  1 937 c 53 § 33 ;  RRS § 
6400-33.] 

47.28.060 Copy of map, plans, etc.--Charge. Any 
person, firm or corporation shall be entitled to receive 
copies of the maps, plans, specifications and directions 
for any work upon which call for bids has been pub­
lished, upon written request therefor and payment to 
the highway commission of a reasonable sum as re­
quired by the highway commission in the call for bids 
for each copy of such maps, plans and specifications. 
Any money so received shall be certified by the high­
way commission to the state treasurer and deposited to 
the credit of the motor vehicle fund: Provided, That the 
highway commission may deliver with or without 
charge informational copies of maps, plans, specifica­
tions and directions at such places as it may from time 
to time designate. [ 197 1 c 36 § 1 ;  1 965 ex.s. c 64 § I ;  
196 1  c 1 3  § 47.28.060. Prior: 1 937 c 53 § 34; RRS § 
6400-34.] 

47.28.070 Form of bid--Data required--Re­
quirements--Refusal to furnish form--Appeal. Bid 
proposals upon any construction or improvement of 
any state highway shall be made upon contract propos­
al form supplied by the highway commission, and in no 
other manner. The highway commission shall, before 
furnishing any person, firm or corporation desiring to 
bid upon any work for which a call for bid proposals 
has been published, with a contract proposal form, re­
quire from such person, firm or corporation, answers to 
questions contained in a standard form of questionnaire 
and financial statement, including a complete statement 
of the financial ability and experience of such person, 
firm, or corporation in performing state highway, road 
or other public work. Such questionnaire shall be sworn 
to before a notary public or other person authorized to 
take acknowledgment of deeds, and shall be submitted 
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once a year and at such other times as the highway 
commission may require. Whenever the highway com­
mission is not satisfied with the sufficiency of the an­
swers contained in such questionnaire and financial 
statement or whenever the highway commission deter­
mines that such person, firm, or corporation does not 
meet all of the requirements hereinafter set forth it may 
refuse to furnish such person, firm or corporation with a 
contract proposal form and any bid proposal of such 
person, firm or corporation must be disregarded. In or­
der to obtain a contract proposal form, a person, firm 
or corporation shall have all of the following 
requirements: 

( l )  Adequate financial resources, or the ability to se­
cure such resources; 

(2) The necessary experience, organization, and tech­
nical qualifications to perform the proposed contract; 

(3) The ability to comply with the required perfor­
mance schedule taking into consideration all of its ex­
isting business commitments; 

(4) A satisfactory record of performance, integrity, 
judgment, and skills; and 

(5) Be otherwise qualified and eligible to receive an 
award under applicable laws and regulations. 

Such refusal shall be conclusive unless appeal there­
from to the superior court of Thurston county be taken 
within five days, which appeal shall be heard summarily 
within ten days after the same is taken and on five days' 
notice thereof to the highway commission. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 
145 § 39; 196 1  c 1 3  § 47.28.070. Prior: 1 937 c 53 § 35; 
RRS § 6400-35.] 

47.28.080 Withdrawal of bids-New bids-Time 
fixed in call controls. Any person, firm, or corporation 
proposing a bid for the construction or improvement of 
any state highway in response to a call for bids pub­
lished therefor may withdraw such bid proposal without 
forfeiture and without prejudice to the right of such 
bidder to file a new bid proposal before the time fixed 
for the opening of such bid proposals: Provided, That 
the request for such withdrawal shall have been made 
in writing, signed by the person proposing such bid or 
his duly authorized agent, and filed with the highway 
commission before the time fixed for the opening of 
such bid proposals. No bid proposal shall be considered 
which has not been filed with the highway commission 
before the time fixed for the opening of bid proposals. 
In any provisions regarding the filing or withdrawing of 
bid proposals the time fixed for the opening of bid pro­
posals in the call for bid proposals as published shall 
control without regard for the time when such bid pro­
posals are actually opened. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47 .28.080. Pri­
or: 1 937 c 53 § 36; RRS § 6400-36.] 

47.28.090 Opening of bids and award of contract-­
Deposit. At the time and place named in the call for 
bids the Washington state highway commission shall 
publicly open and read the final figure in each of the 
bid proposals properly filed and read only the bid items 
on the three lowest bids, and shaH award the contract 
to the lowest responsible bidder unless the commission 
has, for good cause, continued the date of opening bids 
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to a day certain, or rejected said bid: Provided, That 
any bid may be rejected if the bidder has previously 
defaulted in the performance of and failed to complete 
a written public contract, or has been convicted of a 
crime arising from a previous public contract: And 
provided further, That notwithstanding any other pro­
vision of law, the highway commission, in awarding 
contracts for which bids have been accepted prior to 
July 1 ,  1 97 1 ,  for construction of ferries for the 
Washington state ferry system, may consider the bid of 
the lowest responsible bidder operating shipbuilding fa­
cilities and proposing to build such ferries in the state 
of Washington by evaluating and including the project­
ed direct and indirect tax revenues generated by con­
struction of the ferries within the state. Moneys 
expended to meet the added cost incurred as a conse­
quence of the award of a contract authorized by this 
proviso shall come from such funds as may be avail­
able. All bids shall be under sealed cover and accom­
panied by deposit in cash, certified check, cashier's 
check, or surety bond in an amount equal to five per­
cent of the amount of the bid and no bid shall be con­
sidered unless the deposit is enclosed therewith. [ 1 97 1  
ex.s. c 2 1  § 2 ;  1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.28.090. Prior : 1 955 c 83 § 
1 ;  1 949 c 64 § 1 ;  1 937 c 53 § 37 ; Rem. Supp. 1 949 § 
6400----37.] 

Legislative finding, intent-1971 ex.s. c 21: "The legislature finds 
the award of contracts to construct new ferries to persons intending to 
construct such ferries within the state will serve not only the public 
transportation needs of the state but also generate an increase in em­
ployment, salaries, wages, purchases, and general business activity 
which will cause a general increase in the tax revenues of the state. It 
is the intent of this act to effectively recognize all the benefits to the 
people of the state when contracts for the construction of ferries are 
awarded to persons intending to construct such ferries within the state 
and to provide for the consideration of such benefits in awarding a 
contract for construction. It is the further intent of this act to respond 
to the severe and extraordinary problem of unemployment which 
presently faces the citizens of the state and which diminishes the 
strength of the public institutions which serve the welfare of all the 
people of the state." [ 1971 ex.s. c 21  § 1 .] This applies to the amend­
ment to the above section by 197 1  ex.s. c 21  § 2. 

47.28.100 Contract and bond-Forfeiture and re­
turn of deposits--Rejection of all bids-Readver­
tisement. If the successful bidder fails to enter into the 
contract and furnish satisfactory bond as by law pro­
vided within twenty days from the award, exclusive of 
the day of the award, his deposit shall be forfeited to 
the state and be deposited by the state treasurer to the 
credit of the motor vehicle fund, and the highway com­
mission may award the contract to the second lowest 
responsible bidder. If the second lowest responsible 
bidder fails to enter into the contract and furnish bond 
within twenty days after award to him, forfeiture of his 
deposit shall also be made and the contract may be 
awarded to the third lowest responsible bidder, and in 
like manner until the contract and bond are executed 
by a responsible bidder to whom award is made, or 
further bid proposals are rejected, or the number of bid 
proposals are exhausted: Provided, That if the contract 
is not executed or no contractor's bond provided within 
the time required, and there appear circumstances 
which are deemed to warrant an extension of time, the 
commission may extend the time for execution of the 

contract or furnishing bond for not to exceed twenty 
additional days. After awarding the contract the d�pos­
its of unsuccessful bidders shall be returned: Prov1ded, 
That the commission may retain the deposit of the next 
lowest responsible bidder or bidders as it desires until 
such time as the contract is entered into and satisfacto­
ry bond provided by the bidder to whom award was 
ultimately made. 

If in the opinion of the commission the acceptance of 
the bid of the lowest responsible bidder or bidders, or 
on prior failure of the lowest responsible bidder or bid­
ders, the acceptance of the bid of the remaining lowest 
responsible bidder or bidders will not be for the best 
interest of the state, it may reject all bids or all remain­
ing bids and republish call for bids in the same manner 
as for an original publication thereof. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47-
.28 . 100. Prior: 1 953 c 53 § 1 ;  1 937 c 53 § 38 ;  RRS § 
6400-38.] 

47.28. 1 10 Sureties-Qualifications-Additional 
sureties. At any time and as often as it may be deemed 
necessary, the highway commission may require any or 
all sureties or any surety company to appear and quali­
fy themselves upon any contractor's bond. Whenever 
such surety or sureties upon any contractor's bond be­
come insufficient or may be deemed by the highway 
commission to have become insufficient, the highway 
commission may demand in writing that the contracting 
person, firm or corporation furnish such further con­
tractor's bond or bonds or additional surety in an 
amount not exceeding that originally required as may 
be deemed necessary considering the extent of the work 
remaining to be done upon such contract. No further 
payments shall be made on such contract until such 
additional surety as required is furnished. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 
47.28 . 1 1 0. Prior: 1 937 c 53 § 39;  RRS § 6400-39.] 

47.28.1 20 Actions for labor and materials-Limita­
tion of action. Any contracting person, firm or corpora­
tion performing any labor or furnishing any materials 
upon their contract or otherwise for public work or im­
provement under the direction of the highway commis­
sion or any �rson claiming any right of action upon 
any such contract with the state of Washington or who 
claims a cause of action against the state of Washington 
arising out of any such contract must bring such suit in 
the proper court in Thurston county before the expira­
tion of one hundred and eighty days from and after the 
final acceptance and the approval of the final estimate 
of such work by the highway commission; otherwise 
such action shall be forever barred. [ 1 96 1 c 1 3  § 47.28-
. 120. Prior: 1 937 c 53 § 40; RRS § 6400-40.] 

47.28.140 Agreements to benefit or improve high­
ways, roads or streets, establish urban public transporta­
tion system-Labor or contract-Costs. When in 
the opinion of the governing authorities representing 
the state department of highways and any agency, in­
strumentality, municipal corporation or political subdi­
vision of the state of Washington, any highway, road or 
street will be benefited or improved by constructing, re­
constructing, locating, relocating, laying out, repairing, 
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surveying, altering, improving or maintaining, or by the 
establishment adjacent to, under, upon, within or above 
any portion of any such highway, road or street of an 
urban public transportation system, by either the said 
highway department or any agency, instrumentality, 
municipal corporation or political subdivision of the 
state, and it is in the public interest to do so, the au­
thorities may enter into cooperative agreements wherein 
either agrees to perform the work and furnish the mate­
rials necessary and pay the cost thereof, including nec­
essary engineering assistance, which costs and expenses 
shall be reimbursed by the party whose responsibility it 
was to do or perform such work or improvement in the 
first instance. Said work may be done by either day la­
bor or contract, and the cooperative agreement between 
the parties shall provide for the method of reimburse­
ment. I n  the case of some special benefit or improve­
ment to a state highway derived from the construction 
of any public works project, including any urban public 
transportation system, the department of highways may 
contribute to the cost thereof by making direct payment 
to the particular state department, agency, instrumen­
tality, municipal corporation or political subdivision on 
the basis of benefits received, but such payment shall be 
made only after a cooperative agreement has been en­
tered into for a specified amount or on an actual cost 
basis prior to the commencement of said particular 
public works project. [ 1 967 c 108 § 6; 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47-
.28 . 140. Prior: 1 955 c 384 § 8.] 

Urban public transportation system defined: RCW 47.04.082. 

47.28.150 Underpasses, overpasses constructed with 
aid of federal funds--Apportionment of maintenance 
cost between railroad and state. Notwithstanding any of 
the provisions of RCW 8 1 .53 .090, where the cost of 
constructing an overpass or underpass which is part of 
the state highway system has been paid for in whole or 
in part by the use of federal funds, the state shall at its 
expense maintain the entire overpass structure and the 
approaches thereto, and the railroad company shall at 
its expense maintain the entire underpass structure, in­
cluding the approaches thereto. The state shall at its 
expense maintain the roadway, and the railroad com­
pany shall at its expense maintain its roadbed and 
tracks on or under all such structures. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47-
.28. 1 50. Prior: 1 959 c 3 1 9  § 34.] 

47.28. 170 Emergency protection and restoration of 
highways. ( 1 )  Whenever the state highway commission 
finds that as a consequence of accident, natural disaster, 
or other emergency, an existing state highway is in 
jeopardy or is rendered impassible in one or both di­
rections and the commission further finds that prompt 
reconstruction, repair, or other work is needed to pre­
serve or restore the highway for public travel, the high­
way commission may authorize th� dep�rtment of 
highways to obtain at least three wntten b1ds for the 
work without publishing a call for bids and to award a 
contract forthwith to the lowest responsible bidder. 

The department of highways shall n�tify any associa­
tion or organization of contractors fihng a request to 
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regularly receive notification. Notification to an associ­
ation or organization of contractors shall include: (a) 
The location of the work to be done; (b) the general 
anticipated nature of the work to be done; and (c) the 
date determined by the department as reasonable in 
view of the nature of the work and emergent nature of 
the problem aft,er which the department will not receive 
bids. 

(2) Whenever the state highway commission finds it 
necessary to protect a highway facility from imminent 
damage or to perform emergency work to reopen a 
highway facility, the highway commission may author­
ize the department of highways to contract for such 
work on a negotiated basis not to exceed force account 
rates for a period not to exceed thirty working days. 

(3) When the engineer's estimate of the cost of work 
authorized in either subsections ( I )  or (2) of this section 
is less than one hundred thousand dollars, the director 
of highways may make findings as provided hereina­
bove and pursuant thereto the department of highways 
may award contracts as authorized by this section. 

(4) Any person, firm, or corporation awarded a con­
tract for work must be prequalified pursuant to RCW 
47.28 .070 and may be required to furnish a bid deposit 
or performance bond. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 89 § 1 .] 

Sections 

Chapter 47.30 
TRAILS AND PATHS 

47.30.01 0  Severance or destruction of recreational trail-Alter­
native, construction or reconstruction required­
Signing. 

47.30.020 Facilities for pedestrians, equestrians or bicyclists to be 
provided-Joint usage of rights of way. 

47.30.030 Facilities for pedestrians, equestrians or bicyclists au-
thorized-Expenditure of available funds. 

47.30.040 Establishing paths and trails-Factors to be 
considered. 

47.30.050 Expenditures t:or paths and trails--Minimum amount. 
47.30.060 Expenditures deemed to be for highway, road and street 

purposes--Powers and duties of state highway de­
partment-Restrictions on use of paths and trails. 

Recreation trails system: Chapter 67.32 RCW. 

47.30.010 Severance or destruction of recreational 
trail--Alternative, construction or reconstruction re­
quired--Signing. ( 1 )  No limited access highway shall 
be constructed that will result in the severance or de­
struction of an existing recreational trail of substantial 
usage for pedestrians, equestrians or bicyclists unless an 
alternative recreational trail, satisfactory to the authori­
ty having jurisdiction over the trail being severed or de­
stroyed, either exists or is reestablished at the time the 
limited access highway is constructed. If a proposed 
limited access highway will sever a planned recreational 
trail which is part of a comprehensive plan for trails 
adopted by a state or local governmental authority, and 
no alternative route for the planned trail exists which is 
satisfactory to the authority which adopted the compre­
hensive plan for trails, the state or local agency propos­
ing to construct the limited access highway shall design 
the facility and acquire sufficient right of way to ac­
commodate future construction of the portion of the 
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trail which will properly lie within the highway right of 
way. Thereafter when such trail is developed and con­
structed by the authority having jurisdiction over the 
trail, the state or local agency which constructed the 
limited access highway shall develop and construct the 
portion of such trail lying within the right of way of the 
limited access highway. 

(2) Where a highway other than a limited access 
highway crosses a recreational trail of substantial usage 
for pedestrians, equestrians, or bicyclists, signing suffi­
cient to insure safety shall be provided. 

(3) Where the construction or reconstruction of a 
highway other than a limited access highway would de­
stroy the usefulness of an existing recreational trail of 
substantial usage for pedestrians, equestrians, or bicy­
clists or of a planned recreational trail for pedestrians, 
equestrians, or bicyclists incorporated into the compre­
hensive plans for trails of the state or any of its political 
subdivisions, replacement land, space, or facilities shall 
be provided and where such recreational trails exist at 
the time of taking, reconstruction of said recreational 
trails shall be undertaken. [ 197 1  ex.s. c 1 30 § 1 .] 

47.30.020 Facilities for pedestrians, equestrians or 
bicyclists to be provided--Joint usage of rights of way. 
Facilities for pedestrians, equestrians, or bicyclists shall 
be incorporated into the design of highways and free­
ways along corridors where such facilities do not exist 
upon a finding that such facilities would be of joint use 
and conform to the comprehensive plans of public 
agencies for the development of such facilities, will not 
duplicate existing or proposed routes, and that safety to 
both motorists and to pedestrians, equestrians, and bi­
cyclists would be enhanced by the segregation of traffic. 

In planning and design of all highways, every effort 
shall be made consistent with safety to promote joint 
usage of rights of way for trails and paths in accordance 
with the comprehensive plans of public agencies. [ 1 97 1  
ex.s. c 1 30 § 2.] 

47 30.030 Facilities for pedestrians, equestrians or 
bicyclists authorized-Expenditure of available funds. 
Where an existing highway severs, or where the right of 
way of an existing highway accommodates a trail for 
pedestrians, equestrians or bicyclists or where the sepa­
ration of motor vehicle traffic from pedestrians, eques­
trians, or bicyclists will materially increase the motor 
vehicle safety the provision of facilities for pedestrians, 
equestrians, or bicyclists which are a part of a compre­
hensive trail plan adopted by federal, state, or local 
governmental authority having jurisdiction over the trail 
is hereby authorized. The state highway commission, or 
the county or city having jurisdiction over the highway, 
road, or street, or facility is further authorized to spend 
[expend] reasonable amounts out of the funds made 
available to them, according to the provisions of RCW 
46.68. 1 00, as necessary for the planning, accommoda­
tion, establishment, and . maintenance of such facilities. 
[ 1 974 l st ex.s. c 1 4 1  § 12 ;  1 972 ex.s. c 1 03 § 2.] 

Severability-1972 ex.s. c 103: "If any provision of this 1 972 
amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstance is 

held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the provi­
sion to other persons or circumstances is not affected." [ 1972 ex.s. c 
103 § 8.] This applies to the 1972 ex.s. amendments to RCW 46.68-
.070, 46.68. 120 and 46.68.1 30, and to RCW 47.30.030--47.30.060. 

47.30.040 Establishing paths and trails--Factors to 
be considered. Before establishing paths and trails, the 
following factors shall be considered : 

( 1 )  Public safety ; 

(2) The cost of such paths and trails as compared to 
the need or probable use; 

(3) Inclusion of the trail in a plan for a comprehen­
sive trail system adopted by a city or county in a state 
or federal trails plan. [ 1 972 ex.s. c 1 03 § 3.] 

Severability-1972 ex.s. c 103: See note following RCW 
47.30.030. 

47.30.050 Expenditures for paths and trails--Min­
imum amount. The amount expended by the highway 
department or by a city, town, or county as authorized 
by RCW 47.30.030 shall never in any one fiscal year be 
less than one-half percent of the total amount of funds 
received from the motor vehicle fund according to the 
provisions of RCW 46.68. 1 00: Provided, That this sec­
tion does not apply to a city or town in any year in 
which the one-half percent equals five hundred dollars 
or less, or to a county in any year in which the one-half 
percent equals three thousand dollars or less: Provided 
further, That a city, town or county in lieu of expending 
the funds each year may credit the funds to a financial 
reserve or special fund, to be held for not more than ten 
years, and to be expended for the purposes required or 
permitted by RCW 47.30.030. [ 1 972 ex.s. c 1 03 § 4.] 

Severability-1972 ex.s. c 103: See note following RCW 
47.30.030. 

47.30.060 Expenditures deemed to be for highway, 
road and street purposes--Powers and duties of state 
highway department--Restrictions on use of paths and 
trails. For th'e purposes of this chapter, the establish­
ment of paths and trails and the expenditure of funds as 
authorized by RCW 47.30.030 shall be deemed to be for 
highway, road and street purposes. The department of 
highways shall, when requested, and subject to reim­
bursement of costs, provide technical assistance and 
advice to cities, towns, and counties in carrying out the 
purposes of RCW 47.30.030. The department shall rec­
ommend construction standards for paths and trails. 
The department shall provide a uniform system of sign­
ing paths and trails which shall apply to paths and trails 
under the jurisdiction of the department and of cities, 
towns, and counties. The department and cities, towns, 
and counties may restrict the use of paths and trails 
under their respective jurisdictions to pedestrians, 
equestrians, and nonmotorized vehicles. [ 1 972 ex.s. c 
1 03 § 5.] 

Severability-1972 ex.s. c 103: See note following RCW 
47.30.030. 

fl1tle 47--p 731 



Chapter 47.32 Title 47: Public Highways 

Chapter 47.32 
OBSTRUCTIONS ON RIGHT OF WAY 

Sections 
47.32.010 
47.32.020 
47.32.030 
47.32.040 
47.32.050 

Order to remove obstructions-Removal by state. 
Notice of order, contents, posting-Return. 
Proceedings in rem authorized-Records certified. 
Complaint, contents. 
Notice, action, service, contents-Proceedings void 

when. 
47.32.060 Hearing-Findings--Order-Appeal. 
47.32.070 Writ, execution of-Return-Disposition of unsold 

47.32.080 
47.32.090 
47.32. 100 
47.32. 1 10 
47.32 . 120 
47.32. 1 30 

47.32. 140 
47.32. 1 50 
47.32 . 160 

property. 
Property reclaimed-Bond. 
Sureties on bond-Hearing on claim. 
Procedure when claimant wins or loses. 
Merchandising structures-Permit-Removal. 
Business places along highway. 
Dangerous objects and structures as nuisances-

Logs-Abatement-RemovaL 
Railroad crossings, obstructions-Hearing. 
Approach roads, other appurtenances-Permit. 
Approach roads, other appurtenances-Rules and reg-

ulations-------Construction, maintenance of approach 
roads. 

47.32.170 Approach roads, other appurtenances-Removal of 
installations from right of way for default. 

Abandoned junk motor vehicles: RCW 46.52. 145 through 46.52. 160. 
Fences: Chapter 16.60 RCW. 
Mobile home movement permits: RCW 46.16. 104 through 46. 16. 106. 
Removal of disabled vehicle: RCW 46.61.565. 

47.32.010 Order to remove obstructions-Removal 
by state. Whenever the highway commission shall de­
termine and order that it is necessary for the conve­
nience and safety of public travel and the use of (or 
construction, alteration, repair, improvement or mainte­
nance of) any state highway to have the full width of 
right of way of any such state highway or of any por­
tion of the right of way of any such state highway free 
from any and all obstructions, encroachments and oc­
cupancy, other than pole lines, pipe Jines or other 
structures maintained thereon for public or quasi public 
utilities by virtue of a valid franchise, and shall cause 
due notice of such order to be given as provided by law, 
such obstructions, encroachments and means of occu­
pancy, and any structure, building, improvement or 
other means of occupancy of any of the right of way of 
said state highway not removed within the time allowed 
by law shall become thereby and be an unlawful prop­
erty and may be confiscated, removed and sold or de­
stroyed by the state of Washington according to 
procedure as hereinafter provided, without any right in 
anyone to make any claim therefor, either by reason of 
the removal thereof or otherwise. It shall be unlawful 
for any person to keep, maintain or occupy any such 
unlawful structure. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.32.0 10. Prior: 1 937 c 
53 § 68; RRS § 6400-68.] 

47.32.020 Notice of order, contents, posting--Re­
turn. Whenever the highway commission shall deter­
mine that the right of way of any state highway or any 
portion of the right of way of any state highway be 
made free from any and all obstructions, encroach­
ments and occupancy it shall forthwith cause to be 
posted, by a competent person eighteen years of age or 
over upon any and all structures, buildings, improve­
ments and other means of occupancy of such state 
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highway or portion thereof, other than property of pub­
lic or quasi public utilities, by virtue of a valid fran­
chise, a notice bearing a copy of such order and dated 
as of the date of posting, to all whom it may concern to 
vacate such right of way and to remove all property 
therefrom forthwith and within ten days after the post­
ing of such notice exclusive of the date of posting of the 
same, and shall require the filing with it of duplicate af­
fidavits in proof of such postings, showing upon what 
structures, buildings, improvements or other means of 
occupancy of such state highway or portions thereof, 
respectively, copies of such notice were posted and the 
date of each such posting, sworn to by the person mak­
ing such posting. ( 1 97 1  ex.s. c 292 § 46; 1 96 1  c 13 § 47-
.32 .020. Prior: 1 937 c 53 § 69; RRS § 6400-69.] 

Severability-1971 ex.s. c 292: See note following RCW 
26.28.010. 

47.32.030 Proceedings in rem authorized-Records 
certified. In case the property or any thereof described 
in such notice is not removed from such right of way 
within ten days after the date of such posting, exclusive 
of the date of posting, all such property upon the right 
of way of said state highway or portion thereof shall 
thereupon become unlawful and the highway commis­
sion shall commence proceedings in the name of the 
state of Washington for the removal thereof by court 
action. The highway commission shall thereupon pre­
pare two original copies of such order together with two 
copies each of the notice posted and of the affidavits in 
proof of posting thereof and duplicate copies of a cer­
tificate by said highway commission describing with 
reasonable certainty and with due reference to the cen­
ter line stationing of said state highway and to proper 
legal subdivisional points, each structure, building, im­
provement, encroachment or other means of occupan­
cy, other than pole lines, pipe lines or other structures 
maintained for public and quasi public utilities, on the 
state highway or portion thereof specified in such order 
and remaining upon such right of way as aforesaid. 
Thereupon action shall be commenced in rem for the 
purp�se of removal of all such unlawful property, in the 
supenor court of the county in which such state high­
way or portion thereof containing such structures is sit­
uated, entitled and in the name of the state of 
Washington as plaintiff and describing each such un­
lawful structure, building, improvement, encroachment 
or other means of occupancy, which structures, build­
ings, improvements, encroachments or other means of 
occupancy shall be briefly named as defendants. [ 1 961  c 
1 3  § 47.32.030. Prior: 1 937 c 53 § 70; RRS § 6400--70; 
prior: 1 925 ex.s. c 1 3 1  § 3 ;  RRS § 6837-3.] 

. 
47.32.040

. 
Complaint, contents. The complaint shall, 

m �u
.
ch actiOn, describe such property unlawfu11y re­

mammg upon the right of way of such state highway or 
portion thereof with reasonable certainty by reference 
to the certificate of the highway commission, which 
shall be attached to and filed with said complaint, and 
praying that an order be entered for the removal from 
the right of way of such state highway or portion there­
of of aU the described property unlawfully thereon and 
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the disposal thereof. [ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47.32.040. Prior : 1 937 
c 53 § 7 1 ;  RRS § 6400-7 1 ;  prior: 1925 ex.s. c 1 3 1  § 4; 
RRS § 6837--4.] 

47.32.050 Notice, action, service, contents--Pro­
ceedings void when. Service of such complaint shall be 
given by publication of notice thereof once a week for 
two successive weeks in a newspaper of general circula­
tion in the county in which such action is commenced, 
which notice shall briefly state the objects of the action 
and contain a brief description of each structure, build­
ing, improvement, encroachment or other means of oc­
cupancy sought to be removed from the right of way of 
the state highway, describe such state highway or por­
tion thereof by number and location and state the time 
and place when and where the action will come before 
the court or judge thereof; and a copy of such notice 
shall also be posted at least ten days before the date of 
hearing of such action upon each such structure, build­
ing, improvement, encroachment or other means of oc­
cupancy described therein. Posting may be made by 
any person qualified to serve legal process. Want of 
posting upon, or failure to describe any such structure, 
building, improvement, encroachment or other means 
of occupancy shall render subsequent proceedings void 
as to those not posted upon or described but all others 
described and posted upon shall be bound by the sub­
sequent proceedings. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.32.050. Prior: 1937 
c 53 § 72; RRS 6400-72; prior: 1 925 ex.s. c 1 3 1  § 5 ;  
RRS § 6837-5.) 

47 .32.060. Hearing--Findings--Order--Ap­
peal. At the time and place appointed for hearing upon 
said complaint, which hearing shall be by summary 
proceedings, if the court or judge thereof shall find that 
due notice has been given by posting and publication 
and that the order of the highway commission was duly 
made, and shall be further satisfied and find that the 
state highway or portion thereof described is legally a 
state highway having the width of right of way specified 
in such order and that the structure, buildings, im­
provements or other means of occupancy of such state 
highway or portion thereof as stated in the certificate of 
the highway commission do in fact encroach, or that 
any portion thereof encroach, upon such state highway 
right of way, the court or judge thereof shall thereupon 
make and enter an order establishing that each of the 
structures, buildings, improvements and other means of 
occupancy specified in such order is unlawfully main­
tained within the right of way and is subject to confis­
cation and sale and that the same be forthwith 
confiscated, removed from such right of way and sold, 
and providing that six days after the entry of such or­
der, a writ shall issue out of said court directed to the 
sheriff of such county, commanding such sheriff to seize 
and remove from the right of way of said state highway 
each such structure, building, improvement or other 
means of occupancy specified in such order forthwith 
on receipt of writ based on said order and to take and 
hold the same in his custody for a period of ten days 
unless sooner redelivered as provided for by law and if 

not then so redelivered to sell the same at public or pri­
vate sale and to pay the proceeds thereof into the regis­
try of the court within sixty days after the issuance of 
such writ, and further in such action, including costs of 
posting original notices of the highway commission, the 
costs of posting and publishing notices of hearing as 
part thereof and any cost of removal, be paid by the 
clerk to the state treasurer and by him credited to the 
motor vehicle fund. Such order shaii be filed with the 
clerk of such court and recorded in the minutes of said 
court and be final unless review thereof to the supreme 
court of the state be taken within five days after the fil­
ing thereof. [ 1 96 1  c 13 § 47.32.060. Prior: 1 937 c 53 § 
73; RRS § 6400-73; prior: 1 925 ex.s. c 1 3 1  § 7 ;  RRS § 
6837-7.] 

47.32.070 Writ, execution of--Return-Disposi­
tion of unsold property. Six days after filing of the order 
above provided for, if no review thereof be taken to the 
supreme court or the court of appeals of the state, the 
clerk of the court shall issue under seal of such court a 
writ directed to the sheriff of the county in which such 
court is held commanding him to remove, take into 
custody and dispose of the property described in such 
order and make returns thereof as provided for such 
writ by said order. On receipt of such writ it shall be the 
duty of such sheriff to obey the command thereof, pro­
ceed as therein directed and make return within the 
time fixed by such writ; and said sheriff shall be liable 
upon his official bond for the faithful discharge of such 
duties. Upon filing of such return the clerk of court 
shall make payments as provided for in the order of 
court. If by the sheriff's return any of the property 
seized and removed pursuant to such writ is returned as 
unsold and as of no sale value, and if the court or judge 
thereof be satisfied that such is the fact, the court or 
judge thereof may make further order directing the de­
struction of such property, otherwise directing the sher­
iff to give new notice and again offer the same for sale, 
when, if not sold, the same may on order of court be 
destroyed. [ 1 97 1  c 8 1  § 1 1 5 ;  1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47 .32.070. Pri­
or : 1 937 c 53 § 74; RRS § 6400-74; prior: 1 925 ex.s. c 
1 3 1  § 8 ;  RRS § 6837-8.] 

47.32.080 Property reclaimed--Bond. At any time 
within ten days after the removal by virtue of such writ 
of any such property from the right of way of such state 
highway any person, firm, association or corporation 
claiming ownership or right of possession of any such 
property may have the right to demand and to receive 
the same from the sheriff upon making an affidavit that 
such claimant owns such property or is entitled to pos� 
session thereof, stating on oath the value thereof satis­
factory to said sheriff, or which value shall be raised to 
a value satisfactory to said sheriff, which value shall be 
indorsed on said affidavit and signed both by said 
claimant and said sheriff before such sheriff shall be re­
quired to accept the bond hereinafter provided for, and 
deliver to the sheriff a bond with sureties in double the 
value of such property, conditioned that such claimant 
will appear in the superior court of such county within 
ten days after the bond is accepted by the sheriff and 
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make good such claim of title thereto and pay all ac­
crued costs of service of notice to remove, all costs and 
disbursements to be assessed to such property and the 
costs of removal and custody thereof and will hold said 
sheriff and the state of Washington free from any and 
all claims on account of such property or will return 
such property or pay its value to said sheriff, and that 
such claimant will at all times thereafter keep such 
property off the right of way of the state highway in 
question. [ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47.32.080. Prior: 1 937 c 53 § 75;  
RRS § 6400-75 ; prior: 1 925 ex.s. c 1 3 1  § 9;  RRS § 
6837-9.] 

47.32.090 Sureties on bond--Hearing on claim. 
The sureties on such bond shall justify as in other cases 
if the sheriff requires it and in case they do not so justi­
fy when required, the sheriff shall retain and sell or dis­
pose of the property; and if the sheriff does not require 
the sureties to justify, he shall stand good for their suf­
ficiency. He shall date and indorse his acceptance upon 
the bond, and shall return the affidavit, bond and justi­
fication, if any, to the office of the clerk of such superior 
court, whereupon such clerk shall set the hearing there­
of as a separate case for trial, in which such claimant 
shall be the plaintiff and the sheriff and the state of 
Washington defendants : Provided, That no costs shall, 
in such case, be assessed against the sheriff or the state 
of Washington in the event the plaintiff should prevail. 
[ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.32.090. Prior: 1937 c 53 § 76; RRS § 
6400-76; prior: 1925 ex.s. c 1 3 1  § lO;  RRS § 6837-lO.] 

47.32.100 Procedure when claimant wins or loses. If 
the claimant makes good such claimant's title to or 
right to possession of the property, upon payment into 
the registry of the court, of the costs of service or post­
ing of original notice issued by the highway commission 
with respect to such property, the cost of posting notice 
of hearing in such court and such proportion of the cost 
of publication of such notice as the court may fix and 
direct to be entered and the clerk's fees of filing such 
affidavit and bond as a separate action and of entry of 
judgment therein at the amounts provided for in civil 
actions, judgment shall be entered restoring such prop­
erty to such claimant without any confirmation of title 
as to any other claimant thereto, relieving the sheriff 
from necessity of selling the same and making return 
thereon, and continuing the effect of such bond for a 
period of six years thereafter for the benefit of such ad­
verse claimants to said property, if any, as may thereaf­
ter make claim to such property. If such claimant shall 
not make good such claim of title to or right to posses­
sion of such property, judgment shall be rendered 
against such claimant and the sureties of such claimant 
for the value of such property as finally shown by the 
affidavit as above provided for, together with such fees 
for filing such affidavit and bond as a separate action 
and for entry of judgment therein and other costs and 
disbursements as taxed in any civil action including the 
statutory attorney fee as part thereof, for all of which 
execution may accordingly issue, and relieving the sher­
iff from the necessity of selling such property or making 
return thereon. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.32. 1 00. Prior: 1 937 c 53 
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§ 77; RRS § 6400-77; prior: 1925 ex.s. c 1 3 1  § I I ;  RRS 
§ 6837- l l .] 

47.32.1 10 Merchandising structures--Permit-­
Removal. It shall be unlawful for any person to build, 
erect, establish, operate, maintain or conduct along and 
upon the right of way of any state highway any plat­
form, box, stand or any other temporary or permanent 
device or structure used or to be used for the purpose of 
receiving, vending or delivering any milk, milk cans, 
vegetables, fruits, merchandise, produce or any other 
thing or commodity of any nature unless a permit 
therefor shall first have been obtained from the highway 
commission. The highway commission shall in each in­
stance determine where any platform, box, stand or any 
other temporary or permanent device or structure shall 
be permitted and upon the existence of any such device 
or structure without a permit first obtained, the same 
shall be considered an obstruction unlawfully upon the 
right of way of such state highway and the highway 
commission may proceed to effect the removal of the 
same. [ 196 1  c 1 3  § 47 .32. 1 10. Prior: 1 937 c 53 § 78; 
RRS § 6400-78; 1 927 c 309 § 48; RRS § 6362-48; 1923 
c 1 8 1  § 1 0; RRS § 6358- 1 .] 

47.32.120 Business places along highway. It shall be 
unlawful for any person to erect a structure or estab­
lishment or maintain a business, the nature of which 
requires the use by patrons or customers of property 
adjoining such structure or establishment unless such 
structure or establishment be so located at a distance 
from the right of way of any state highway that none of 
the right of way thereof is required for the use of the 
patrons or customers of any such establishment. Any 
such structure erected or business maintained which 
makes use of or tends to invite patrons to make use of 
the right of way or any portion thereof of any state 
highway by occupying the same while a patron, is a 
public nuisance and the highway commission may fence 
the right of way of such state highway to prevent such 
unauthorized use thereof. [ 1961 c 1 3  § 47.32 . 120. Prior: 
1 937 c 53 § 79; RRS § 6400-79.] 

47.32.130 Dangerous objects and structures as nui­
sances-Logs-Abatement--Removal. ( 1 )  When­
ever there shall exist upon the right of way of any state 
highway or off the right of way thereof in sufficiently 
close proximity thereto, any structure, device or natural 
or artificial thing which threatens or endangers such 
state highway or portion thereof, or which tends to en­
danger persons traveling thereon, or obstructs or tends 
to obstruct or constitutes a hazard to vehicles or per­
sons traveling thereon, such structure, device or natural 
or artificial thing is hereby declared to be a public nui­
sance and the highway commission is empowered to 
take such action as may be necessary to effect the 
abatement of the same. Any such structure, device or 
natural or artificial thing considered by the highway 
commission to be immediately or eminently dangerous 
to travel upon a state highway may be forthwith re­
moved and such removal shall in no event constitute a 
breach of the peace or trespass. 
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(2) Logs dumped on any state highway roadway or in 
any state highway drainage ditch due to equipment 
failure or for any other reason shall be removed imme­
diately. Logs remaining within the state highway right 
of way for a period of thirty days shall be confiscated 
and removed or disposed of as directed by the highway 
commission. [ 1 961  c 1 3  § 47.32. 1 30. Prior: 1 947 c 206 § 
3 ;  1 937 c 53 § 80; Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 6400-80.) 

Injury to highway or bridge: RCW 9.61.010. 
Obstructing highway is public nuisance: RCW 9.66.010. 
Placing dangerous substances or devices on highway: RCW 9.61.010, 

9.66.050, 70.93.060, 46.61.645. 

47.32.140 Railroad crossings, obstructions-Hear­
ing. Each milroad company shall keep its right of way 
dear of all brush and timber in the vicinity of a railroad 
grade crossing with a state highway for a distance of 
one hundred feet from the crossing in such manner as 
to permit a person upon the highway to obtain an un­
obstructed view in both directions of an approaching 
train. The Washington state highway commission shall 
cause brush and timber to be cleared from the right of 
way of a state highway in the proximity of a railroad 
grade crossing for a distance of one hundred feet from 
the crossing in such manner as to permit a person upon 
the highway to obtain an unobstructed view in both di­
rections of an approaching train. It shall be unlawful to 
erect or maintain a sign, signboard, or billboard, except 
official highway signs and traffic devices and railroad 
warning or operating signs, at or near a grade crossing 
of a state highway and a railroad or within a distance of 
five hundred feet from the point of intersection of such 
highway and railroad. 

When a person who has erected or who maintains 
such a sign, signboard, or billboard or when a railroad 
company permits such brush or timber in the vicinity of 
a railroad grade crossing with a state highway or per­
mits the surface of a grade crossing to become inconve­
nient or dangerous for passage and who has the duty to 
maintain it, fails, neglects, or refuses to remove or cause 
to be removed such brush, timber, sign, signboard, or 
billboard, or maintain the surface of the crossing, the 
utilities and transportation commission upon complaint 
of the highway commission or upon complaint of any 
party interested, or upon its own motion, shall enter 
upon a hearing in the manner now provided for hear­
ings with respect to railroad-highway grade crossings, 
and make and enforce proper orders for the removal of 
the brush, timber, sign, signboard or billboard, or 
maintenance of the crossing: Provided, That nothing in 
this section shall prevent the posting or maintaining of 
any legal notice or sign, signal, or traffic device required 
or permitted to be posted or maintained, or the placing 
and maintaining thereon of highway or road signs or 
traffic devices giving directions or distances for the in­
formation of the public when the signs are approved by 
the commission. The commission shall inspect highway 
grade crossings and make complaint of the violation of 
any provisions of this section. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.32. 1 40. 
Prior: 1 955 c 3 10 § 7; 1 937 c 53 § 8 1 ;  RRS § 6400-8 1 ;  
prior: 1 923 c 1 29 § §  1-6; RRS § §  1 05 1 0- l- 1 05 la-6.] 

Railroad grade crossings, obstructions: RCW 36.86. 100. 

47.32. 150 Approach roads, other appurteoanc:ees�t--­
Permit. No person, firm or corporation shall h�reafter 
be permitted to build or construct on state htgh

.
�ay 

rights of way any approach road or any �ther facthty, 
thing or appurtenance not heretofore permitted by law, 
without first obtaining written permission from the 
highway commission of this state. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.32-
. 1 50. Prior: 1 947 c 20 1 § 1 ;  Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 
6402-50.] 

47.32.160 Approach roads, other appurteoances-­
RuJes and regulations--Construction, maintenance of 
approach roads. The highway commission is hereby au­
thorized and empowered at its discretion to adopt rea­
sonable rules and regulations and issue permits, not 
inconsistent with previous laws in effect, for the con­
struction of any approach road, facility, thing or appur­
tenance, upon state highway rights of way. Such rules 
and regulations and such permits may include, but need 
not be limited to include, provisions for construction of 
culverts under approaches, requirements as to depth of 
fills over culverts, and requirements for such drainage 
facilities insofar as the said commission may deem any 
of such provisions or requirements to be necessary, and 
any such permit issued may contain such terms and 
conditions as may be prescribed. All such construction 
shall be under the supervision of the highway commis­
sion and at the expense of the applicant. After comple­
tion of the construction of the particular approach road, 
facility, thing or appurtenance, the same shall be main­
tained at the expense of the applicant and in accord­
ance with the directions of the highway commission. 
[ 1 96 1 c 1 3  § 47.32. 1 60. Prior : 1 947 c 201 § 2; Rem. 
Supp. 1 947 § 6402-5 1 .] 

47.32.170 Approach roads, other appurtenances-­
Removal of installations from right of way for default. 
Upon failure of the applicant to construct or maintain 
the particular approach road, facility, thing or appurte­
nance, in accordance with the conditions of the permit 
and in accordance with the rules and regulations of the 
said highway commission therefor, the highway com­
mission may, after the expiration of thirty days follow­
ing transmittal of a written notice to the applicant, 
remove all installations upon the right of way at the ex­
pense of the applicant, which expense may be recovered 
from the applicant by the highway commission for the 
state in any court of competent jurisdiction. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  
§ 47.32. 1 70. Prior: 1 947 c 201 § 3 ;  Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 
6402-52.] 

Sections 
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Traffic control devices----Specifications to be furnished 

to counties and cities. 
Commission to furnish counties and cities with traffic 

devices. 
Duty to erect traffic devices on state highways and rail­

road crossings. 
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47.36.053 

47.36.060 
47.36.070 
47.36.080 
47.36.090 
47.36.095 

47.36.097 

47.36.100 
47.36. 1 10 

47.36. 120 
47.36. 1 30 
47.36 . 180 
47.36.200 
47.36.2 10 

47.36.220 

47.36.230 
47.36.250 

General duty to erect and maintain traffic devices on 
state highways and railroad crossings. 

Traffic devices on county roads and city streets. 
Failure to erect signs, procedure. 
Signs at railroad crossings. 
Cooperation with United States on road markers. 
Establishment of continuing system for designation of 

highways--Signs. 
Establishment of continuing system for designation of 

highways-Filing designations with secretary of 
state and county auditors. 

Directional, caution, and stop signs. 
Stop signs, "Yield" signs-Duties of persons using 

highway-Presumption. 
City limit signs. 
Meddling with signs prohibited. 
Forbidden devices-Penalty. 
Signs or flagmen at thoroughfare work sites. 
Signs or flagmen at thoroughfare work sites�mpli­

ance enjoined. 
Signs or flagmen at thoroughfare work sites-Drivers 

of vehicles engaged in work must obey signs or 
flagmen. 

Signs or flagmen at thoroughfare work sites-Penalty. 
Dangerous road conditions requiring special tires, chains 

or traction equipment--Signs or devices-Penalty. 

County roads, signs, signals, guideposts-Standards: RCW 
36.86.040. 

Range areas, signs: RCW 16.24.060. 

Rules of the road: Chapter 46.61 RCW. 
Townships to erect guideposts: Chapter 45.68 RCW. 

47.36.010 Restoration of United States survey mark­
ers. It shall be the duty of the highway commission to 
fix permanent monuments at the original positions of all 
United States government monuments at township cor­
ners, section corners, quarter section corners, meander 
corners, and witness markers, as originally established 
by the United States government survey whenever any 
such original monuments or markers fall within the 
right of way of any state highway and to aid in the re­
establishment of any such corners, monuments or 
markers destroyed or obliterated by the construction of 
any state highway by permitting inspection of the re­
cords in the office of the highway commission. [ 1 96 1 c 
1 3  § 47.36.01 0. Prior: 1 937 c 53 § 42; RRS § 6400-42; 
193 1  c 1 1 7 § I ;  RRS § 6830-l .] 

47.36.020 Traffic control signals. The highway com­
mission shall adopt specifications for a uniform system 
of traffic control signals consistent with the provisions 
of this title for use upon public highways within this 
state. Such uniform system shall correlate with and so 
far as possible conform to the system current as ap­
proved by the American Association of State Highway 
Officials and as set out in the manual of uniform traffic 
control devices for streets and highways. [ 196 1 c 1 3  § 
47.36.020. Prior: 1 937 c 53 § 50; RRS § 6400-50; prior: 
1 927 c 309 § 6; RRS § 6362-6.] 

47.36.030 Traffic control devices-Specifications to 
be furnished to counties and cities. The highway com­
mission shall have the power and it shall be its duty to 
adopt and designate a uniform state standard for the 
manufacture, display, erection and location of all signs, 
signals, signboards, guideposts and other traffic devices 
erected or to be erected upon the state highways of the 
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state of Washington for the purpose of furnishing infor­
mation to persons traveling upon such state highways 
regarding traffic regulations, directions, distances, 
points of danger and conditions requiring caution, and 
for the purpose of imposing restrictions upon persons 
operating vehicles thereon. Such signs shall conform as 
nearly as practicable to the manual of specifications for 
the manufacture, display, and erection of uniform traf­
fic control devices for streets and highways and all 
amendments, corrections and additions thereto. The 
highway commission shall prepare plans and specifica­
tions of the uniform state standard of traffic devices so 
adopted and designated, showing the materials, colors 
and designs thereof, and shall upon the issuance of any 
such plans and specifications or revisions thereof and 
upon request, furnish to the boards of county commis­
sioners and the governing body of any incorporated city 
or town, a copy thereof. Signs, signals, signboards, 
guideposts and other traffic devices erected on county 
roads shall conform in all respects to the specifications 
of color, design and location devised by the highway 
commission. Traffic devices hereafter erected within in­
corporated cities and towns shall conform to such uni­
form state standard of traffic devices so far as is 
practicable. [ 1 96 1 c 1 3  § 47.36.030. Prior: 1 945 c l78 § 
1 ,  part; 1 937 c 53 § 48, part; Rem. Supp. 1 945 § 
6400-48, part; prior: 1 93 1 c 1 1 8 § 1 ,  part; RRS § 
6308-1 ,  part; 1 923 c 1 02 § 1 ,  part; 1 9 1 7  c 78 § 1 ,  part; 
RRS § 6303, part.] 

47.36.040 Commission to furnish counties and cities 
with traffic devices. The highway commission, upon 
written request, shall cause to be manufactured, painted 
and printed, and shall furnish to any board of county 
commissioners or the governing body of any incorpo­
rated city or town, directional signboards, guide boards 
and posts of the uniform state standard of color, shape 
and design for the erection and maintenance thereof by 
the board of county commissioners or the governing 
body of any incorporated city or town upon the roads 
and streets within their respective jurisdiction. Such di­
rectional signboards, guide boards and posts shall be 
manufactured and furnished, as aforesaid, pursuant to 
written request showing the number of signs desired 
and the directional or guide information to be printed 
thereon. The highway commission is hereby authorized 
and directed to fix a charge for each signboard, guide 
board and post manufactured and furnished as afore­
said, based upon the ultimate cost of such operations to 
the highway commission, and the board of county 
commissioners, from the county road fund, and the 
governing body of any incorporated city or town, from 
the street fund, shall pay the charges so fixed for all 
signboards, guide boards and posts so received from the 
highway commission. [ 1 96 1  c I 3  § 47.36.040. Prior: 
I 945 c 1 78 § I ,  part; I 937 c 53 § 48, part; Rem. Supp. 
1 945 § 6400-48, part; prior: I 93 I c I 1 8  § I ,  part; RRS 
§ 6308-1 ,  part ; I 923 c 1 02 § I ,  part; I 9 I7  c 78 § I, part; 
RRS § 6303, part.] 



Traffic Control Devices 4736.090 

47 36.050 Duty to erect traffic devices on state high­
ways and railroad crossings. It shall be the duty of the 
highway commission to erect and maintain upon every 
state highway in the state of Washington suitable and 
proper signs, signals, signboards, guideposts and other 
traffic devices according to the adopted and designated 
state standard of design, erection and location, and in 
the manner required by law; it shall be the duty of the 
highway commission to erect and maintain upon all 
state highways appropriate stop signs, warning signs 
and school signs. Any person, firm, corporation or mu­
nicipal corporation, building, owning, controlling or 
operating a railroad that crosses any state highway at 
grade shall construct, erect and maintain at or near 
each point of crossing, or at such point or points as will 
meet the approval of the highway commission, a sign of 
the type known as the saw buck crossing sign with the 
lettering "railroad crossing" inscribed thereon, also a 
suitable inscription indicating the number of tracks; 
said sign must be of standard design that will comply 
with the plans and specifications furnished by the high­
way commission. Additional safety devices and signs 
may be installed at any time when required by the util­
ities and transportation commission as provided by 
laws regulating railroad-highway grade crossings. [ 196 1  
c 13  § 47.36.050. Prior: 1 937 c 5 3  § 49; RRS § 6400--49; 
prior: 1 93 1  c 1 1 8 § 1 ,  part; RRS § 6308-1 ,  part; 1923 c 
102 § 1 ,  part; RRS § 6303, part; 19 19  c 1 46 § 1 ;  1 9 1 7  c 
78 § 2 ;  RRS § 6304. FORMER PART OF SECTION: 
1937 c 53 § 5 1  now in RCW 47.36.053.] 

47 36.053 General duty to erect and maintain traffic 
devices on state highways and railroad crossings. The 
highway commission shall place and maintain such 
traffic devices conforming to the manual and specifica­
tions adopted upon all state highways as it shall deem 
necessary to carry out the provisions of this title or to 
regulate, warn, or guide traffic. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.36.053. 
Prior: 1 937 c 53 § 5 1 ;  RRS § 6400-5 1 .  Formerly RCW 
47.36.050, part.] 

47 36.060 Traffic devices on county roads and city 
streets. Local authorities in their respective jurisdictions 
shall place and maintain such traffic devices upon pub­
lic highways under their jurisdiction as are necessary to 
carry out the provisions of the law or local traffic ordi­
nances or to regulate, warn, or guide traffic. Cities and 
towns, which as used in this section mean cities and 
towns having a population of over fifteen thousand ac­
cording to the latest federal census, shall adequately 
equip with traffic devices, streets which are designated 
as forming a part of the route of a primary or second­
ary state highway and streets which constitute connect­
ing roads and secondary state highways to such cities 
and towns. Such traffic devices, signs, signals and 
markers shall comply with the uniform state standard 
for the manufacture, display, direction and location 
thereof as designated by the state highway commission. 
The design, location, erection and operation of traffic 
devices and traffi� c':mtro� signals upon such city or 
town streets constttut�ng either the route of a primary 
or secondary state highway to such city or town or 

connecting streets to the primary or secondary state 
highways through the city or town shall be under the 
direction of the state highway commission and if such 
city or town fails to comply with any such directions, 
the state highway commission shall provide for the de­
sign, location, erection, or operation thereof, and any 
cost incurred therefor shan be charged to and paid from 
any funds in the motor vehicle fund of the state, which 
have accrued or may accrue to the credit of such city or 
town and the state treasurer shall issue warrants there­
for upon vouchers submitted and approved by the state 
highway commission. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.36.060. Prior: 
1955 c 1 79 § 4; 1939 c 8 1  § 1 ;  1 937 c 53 § 52; RRS § 
6400-52.] 

47 36.070 Failure to erect signs, procedure. Whenev­
er any person, firm, corporation, municipal corporation 
or local authorities responsible for the erection and 
maintenance, or either, of signs at any railroad crossing 
or point of danger upon any state highway fails, neg­
lects or refuses to erect and maintain, or either, such 
sign or signs as required by law at highway-railroad 
grade crossings, it shall be the duty of the utilities and 
transportation commission upon complaint of the high­
way commission or upon complaint of any party inter­
ested, or upon its own motion, to enter upon a hearing 
in the manner now provided by law for hearings with 
respect to railroad-highway grade crossings and to 
make and enforce proper orders for the erection or 
maintenance of such signs, or both. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.36-
.070. Prior: 1937 c 53 § 54; RRS § 6400-54.] 

47 36.080 Signs at railroad crossings. Wherever it is 
considered necessary or convenient the highway com­
mission may erect approach and warning signs upon 
the approach of any state highway to a highway-rail­
road grade crossing situated at a sufficient distance 
therefrom to make the warning effective. The highway 
commission may further provide such additional or 
other highway-railroad grade crossing markings as may 
be considered to serve the interests of highway safety. 
[ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.36.080. Prior: 1 937 c 53 § 57;  RRS § 
6400-57.] 

47 36.090 Cooperation with United States on road 
markers. Standard federal road markers shall be placed 
on state highways in the manner requested by the de­
partment of commerce of the United States. The high­
way commission of the state of Washington is 
authorized and empowered to cooperate with the sever­
al states and with the federal government in promoting, 
formulating and adopting a standard and uniform sys­
tem of numbering or designating state highways of an 
interstate character and in promoting, formulating and 
adopting uniform and standard specifications for the 
manufacture, display, erection and location of road 
markers and signs, for the information, direction and 
control of persons traveling upon public highways. 
[ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47.36.090. Prior: 1937 c 53 § 55;  RRS § 
6400-55 ;  prior: 1 925 c 24 § 1 ;  RRS § 6303-1 .] 
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47.36.095 Establishment of continuing system for 
designation of highways-Signs. The state highway 
commission is hereby authorized to establish a continu­
ing system for the designating of state highways and 
branches or portions thereof, heretofore established by 
the legislature of the state of Washington, to give desig­
nations to such state highways and branches, or por­
tions thereof, in accord with such system, and to install 
signs in accord therewith on such state highways and 
branches, or portions thereof. Such system may be 
changed from time to time and shall be extended to 
new state highways and branches, or portions thereof, 
as they are hereafter established by the legislature. 
[ 1 967 ex.s. c 1 45 § 43 ; 1963 c 24 § l .J 

Classification of highways: RCW 47.04.020. 

47.36.097 Establishment of continuing system for 
designation of highways--Filing designations with sec­
retary of state and county auditors. Designations or re­
designations assigned under such system by the 
highway commission pursuant to RCW 47.36.095 as 
each is made, shall be filed with the secretary of state 
and with the auditor of each county. Thereafter such 
highways shall be so designated for all purposes. [ 1 967 
ex.s. c 145 § 46.] 

47.36.100 Directional, caution, and stop signs. Direc­
tional signs showing distance and direction to points of 
importance may be placed at all crossings and intersec­
tions of primary and secondary state highways. The 
highway commission may place such directional signs 
as it deems necessary upon any city streets designated 
by it as forming a part of the route of any primary or 
secondary state highway through any incorporated city 
or town. Caution and warning signs or signals shall be 
placed wherever practicable on all primary and second­
ary state highways in a manner provided by law. Stop 
signs shall be placed, erected and maintained by the 
highway commission as follows: Upon all county roads 
at the point of intersection with any arterial primary or 
secondary state highway; upon all primary and second­
ary state highways at the point of intersection with any 
county road which has been designated by the highway 
commission as an arterial having preference over the 
traffic on the state highway; upon at least one state 
highway at the intersection of two state highways. [ 1 967 
ex.s. c 1 45 § 38;  196 1  c 1 3  § 47.36. 1 00. Prior: 1 947 c 206 
§ I ;  1937  c 53 § 56; Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 6400-56.] 

47.36. 1 10 Stop signs, "Yield" signs--Duties of 
persons using highway--Presumption. In order to pro­
vide safety at intersections on the state highway system, 
the Washington state highway commission may require 
persons traveling upon any portion of such highway to 
stop before entering the intersection. For this purpose 
there may be erected a standard stop sign as prescribed 
in the state of Washington department of highways 
"Manual for Signing." All persons traveling upon the 
highway shall come to a complete stop at such a sign 
and the appearance of any sign so located shall be suf­
ficient warning to a person that he is required to stop. A 
person stopping at such a sign shall proceed through 
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such portion of the highway in a careful manner and at 
a reasonable rate of speed not to exceed twenty miles 
per hour. It shall be unlawful to fail to comply with the 
directions of any such a stop sign : Provided, That when 
the findings of a traffic engineering study show that the 
condition of an intersection is such that vehicles may 
safely enter the major artery without stopping, the 
Washington state highway commission or local authori­
ties in their respective jurisdictions shall install and 
maintain a "Yield" sign. 

The driver of a vehicle approaching a "Yield" sign 
shall reduce speed or stop if necessary in order to yield 
the right of way to all traffic on the intersecting street 
which is so close as to constitute an immediate hazard. 
A motorist proceeding past such a sign with a resultant 
collision or other interferences with traffic on the inter­
secting street shall be prima facie evidence that the mo­
torist had not obeyed the sign and yielded the right of 
way as provided by this statute. [ 1 963 ex.s. c 3 § 49; 
1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.36. 1 10. Prior: 1 955 c 1 46 § 6;  1937 c 53 § 
59 ; RRS § 6400-59.] 

Arterial highways designated---Stopping on entering: RCW 
46.61 . 195. 

47.36.120 City limit signs. The highway commission 
shall erect wherever it deems necessary upon state 
highways at or near their point of entrance into cities 
and towns, signs of the standard design designating the 
city or town limits of such cities or towns. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 
47.36. 1 20. Prior : 1937 c 53 § 58;  RRS § 6400-58.] 

47.36.130 Meddling with signs prohibited. No person 
shall without lawful authority attempt to or in fact alter, 
deface, injure, knock down, or remove any official traf­
fic control signal, traffic device or railroad sign or sig­
nal, or any inscription, shield, or insignia thereon, or 
any other part thereof. [ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47.36. 1 30. Prior: 
1937 c 53 § 53 ; RRS § 6400-53.] 

Imitation of signs: RCW 46.61.075. 

Penalty for defacing, injuring, or destroying signs: RCW 46.61.080. 

Structures concealing signs prohibited: RCW 46.61.075. 

Unlawful erection of trallic devices: RCW 46.61.075. 

47.36.180 Forbidden devices Penalty. It shall be 
unlawful to erect or maintain at or near a city street, 
county road or state highway any structure, sign, or 
device: 

( I )  Visible from a city street, county road or state 
highway and simulating any directional, warning, or 
danger sign or light likely to be mistaken for such a sign 
or bearing any such words as "danger," "stop," "slow," 
" turn," or similar words, figures, or directions likely to 
be construed as giving warning to traffic; 

(2) Visible from a city street, county road or state 
highway and displaying any red, green, blue, or yellow 
�ight 

_
or intermittent or blinking light or rotating light 

tdenttcal or similar in size, shape and color to that used 
�n any emergency vehicle or road equipment or any 
hght otherwise likely to be mistaken for a warning, 
danger, directional, or traffic control signal or sign; 
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(3) Visible from a city street, county road or state 
highway and displaying any lights tending to blind per­
sons operating vehicles upon the highway, city street or 
county road, or any glaring light, or any light likely to 
be mistaken for a vehicle upon the highway or other­
wise to be so mistaken as to constitute a danger; or 

(4) Visible from a city street, county road or state 
highway and flooding or intending to flood or directed 
across the roadway of the highway with a directed 
beam or diffused light, whether or not the flood light is 
shielded against directing its flood beam toward ap­
proaching traffic on the highway, city street or county 
road. 

Any structure or device erected or maintained con­
trary to the provisions of this section is a public nui­
sance, and the Washington state highway commission, 
the chief of the Washington state patrol, the county 
sheriff or the chief of police of any city or town shall 
notify the owner thereof that it constitutes a public nui­
sance and must be removed, and if the owner fails to do 
so, the Washington state highway commission, the chief 
of the Washington state patrol, the county sheriff or the 
chief of police of any city or town may abate the 
nuisance. 

If the owner shall fail to remove any such structure 
or device within fifteen days after being notified to re­
move such structure or device, he shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor. [ 196 1 c 13  § 47.36. 1 80. Prior: 1 957 c 204 
§ I ;  1937 c 53 § 62; RRS § 6400--62.] 

47.36.200 Signs or flagmen at thoroughfare work 
sites. When c�nstruction, repair or maintenance work is 
conducted on or adjacent to a public highway, county 
road, street, bridge or other thoroughfare commonly 
traveled and when such work interferes with the normal 
and established mode of travel on such highway, county 
road, street, bridge or thoroughfare, such location shall 
be properly posted by prominently displayed signs or 
flagmen or both. Signs used for posting in such an area 
shall be consistent with the provisions found in the state 
of Washington "Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices for Streets and Highways" obtainable from the 
Washington state highway commission. [ 196 1 c 13 § 
47.36.200. Prior: 1957 c 95 § I .] 

47.36.210 Signs or flagmen at thoroughfare work 
sites-Compliance enjoined. Any contractor, firm, 
corporation, political subdivision, or other agency per­
forming such work shall comply with RCW 47.36.200 
through 47.36.230. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.36.2 10. Prior: 1957 c 
95 § 2.] 

47.36.220 Signs or flagmen at thoroughfare work 
sites--Drivers of vehicles engaged in work must obey 
signs or flagmen. Each driver of a motor vehicle used in 
connection with such construction, repair, or mainte­
nance work shall obey traffic signs posted for, and flag­
man stationed at such location in the same manner and 
under the same restrictions as is required for the driver 
of any other vehicle. [ 1961 c 1 3  § 47.36.220. Prior: 1957 
c 95 § 3 . ]  

47.36.230 Signs or flagmen at thoroughfare work 
sites--Penalty. A violation of or a failure to comply 
with any provision of RCW 47.36.200 through 47.36.220 
shall be a misdemeanor. Each day upon which there is 
a violation, or there is a failure to comply, shall consti­
tute a separate violation. [ 196 1  c 1 3  § 47.36.230. Prior: 
1957 c 95 § 4.] 

47 36.250 Dangerous road conditions requiring spe­
cial tires, chains or traction equipment-Signs or de­
vices--Penalty. If the highway commission or its 
delegate determines at any time for any part of the 
public highway system that the unsafe conditions of the 
roadway require particular tires, tire chains or traction 
equipment in addition to or beyond the ordinary pneu­
matic rubber tires the commission may establish the 
following recommendation or requirement for all per­
sons using such public highway: 

( I )  Dangerous road conditions, chains or studded 
tires recommended. 

(2) Dangerous road conditions, chains or studded 
tires required. 

(3) Dangerous road conditions, chains required. 
Any equipment which may be required by this sec­

tion shall be approved by the state commission on 
equipment as authorized under RCW 46.37.420. 

The highway commission shall place and maintain 
signs and other traffic control devices on the public 
highways which shall indicate the tire, tire chain or 
traction equipment recommendation or requirement de­
termined under this section. 

Failure to obey a requirement indicated by a sign or 
other traffic control device placed or maintained under 
this section shall be a misdemeanor. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 7 § 2.] 

Restrictions as to tire equipment, metal studs: RCW 46.37.420. 

Chapter 47.38 
ROADSIDE AREAS-SAFETY REST AREAS 

Sections 
47.38.010 

47.38.020 
47.38.030 
47.38.040 

Promulgation of rules and regulations to govern use and 
control of rest areas, historic sites, viewpoints, etc. 

Limitations on use of rest areas. 
Penalty. 
Information centers may be established. 

Acquisition of property for safety rest areas, buffers, viewpoint, his­
toric sites: RCW 47. 12.250. 

47 38.010 Promulgation of rules and regulations to 
govern use and control of rest areas, historic sites, view­
points, etc. Pursuant to chapter 34.04 RCW, the state 
highway commission shall promulgate rules and regula­
tions consistent with the safety of the traveling public to 
govern the use and control of rest areas and other areas 
as designated in RCW 47 . 12.250, as now or hereafter 
amended. Nothing herein shall be construed as limiting 
the powers of the highway commission as provided by 
law. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 1 45 § 29.] 

Roadside areas--Safety rest areas, provisions of scenic and recrea­
tional highway act concerning: Chapter 47.39 RCW. 
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47 38.020 Limitations on use of rest areas. Except 
where specificaUy authorized by the state highway com­
mission, it shall be unlawful for any person or persons 
to stop, stand, or park, any vehicle, including but not 
limited to trailers, campers, motorcycles, for more than 
eight hours, or for any person or persons to camp, or to 
maintain a camp, tent, or other sleeping accommoda­
tion or facility, in any rest area or safety rest area with­
in the limits of the right of way of interstate highways 
or other state highways or in other areas of state or in­
terstate highways as designated in RCW 47. 12.250, as 
now or hereafter amended: Provided, That this section 
shall not apply to disabled vehicles. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 145 § 
30.] 

4738.030 Penalty. Any person violating RCW 47-
.38.020 or any rule or regulation adopted or promulgat­
ed pursuant to RCW 47.38.020 above shall be guilty of 
a misdemeanor. [ 1967 ex.s. c 145 § 3 1 .] 

47 38.040 Information centers may be established. In 
order to provide information in the specific interest of 
the traveling public, the commission may establish in­
formation centers at safety rest areas and permit maps, 
informational directories, and advertising pamphlets to 
be made available there for the purpose of informing 
the public of places of interest within the state and pro­
viding such other information as the commission may 
deem desirable. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 1 45 § 32.] 

Chapter 47.39 
SCENIC AND RECREATIONAL HIGHWAY ACT 

OF 1967 

Sections 
47.39:010 
47.39.020 

47.39.030 

47.39.040 

47.39.050 

47.39.060 

47.39.900 
47.39.9 1 0  

System created-Standards. 
Designation of portions of existing highways as part of 

system. 
Development and maintenance of system by highway 

commission and parks and recreation commission­
Allocation of costs. 

Planning and design standards to be established by 
office of community affairs. 

Planning and design standards to be established by 
office of community affairs-Facilities and factors 
to be considered. 

Designation of system on maps or other descriptive 
material. 

Short title. 
Severability-1 967 ex.s. c 85. 

47.39.010 System created--Standards. There is 
hereby created a scenic and recreational highway sys­
tem. Highways in this system shall be developed and 
maintained in accordance with general standards for 
state highways of comparable classification and usage. 
[ 1 967 ex.s. c 85 § I .] 

47.39.020 Designation of portions of existing high­
ways as part of system. The following portions of high­
ways are designated as part of the scenic and 
recreational highway system: 

( I )  State route number 2, beginning at the crossing of 
Woods creek at the east city limits of Monroe, thence in 
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an easterly direction by way of Stevens pass to a junc­
tion with state route number 97 in the vicinity of 
Peshastin; 

(2) State route number 3, beginning at a junction 
with state route number 1 06 in the vicinity of Belfair, 
thence in a northeasterly direction to a junction with 
Arsenal Way south of Bremerton; also 

Beginning at a junction of Carr Boulevard north of 
Bremerton thence northeasterly to a junction with state 
route number 104 in the vicinity of Port Gamble; 

(3) State route number 8, beginning at a junction 
with state route number 1 2  in the vicinity of Elma, 
thence easterly to a junction with state route number 
10 1  near Tumwater; 

(4) State route number 10, beginning at Teanaway 
junction, thence easterly to a junction with state route 
number 1 3 1  west of Ellensburg; 

(5) State route number 1 2, beginning at a junction 
with a county road approximately 2.8 miles west of the 
crossing of the Wynooche river which is approximately 
1 .2 miles west of Montesano, thence in an easterly di­
rection to a junction with state route number 8 in the 
vicinity of Elma; also 

Beginning at the Burlington Northern Railroad 
bridge approximately 3.4 miles west of Dixie, thence in 
a northerly and easterly direction by way of Dayton, 
Dodge, and Pomeroy to a junction with a county road 
approximately 2.4 miles west of a junction with state 
route number 1 29 at Clarkston; 

(6) State route number 1 4, beginning at the crossing 
of Gibbons creek approximately 0.9 miles east of 
Washougal, thence in an easterly direction by way of 
Stevenson to a westerly junction with state route num­
ber 97 in the vicinity of Maryhill ;  also 

Beginning at the easterly junction with state route 
number 97 in the vicinity of Maryhill, thence easterly 
along the north bank of the Columbia river to a point 
in the vicinity of Plymouth ; 

(7) State route number 1 7, beginning at a junction 
with state route number 395 in the vicinity of Eltopia, 
thence in a northwesterly direction to the south end of 
the overcrossing of state route number 90, in the vicini­
ty of Moses Lake; also 

Beginning at a junction with Grape Drive in the vi­
cinity of Moses Lake, thence northwesterly and north­
erly by way of Soap Lake to a junction with state route 
number 2 west of Coulee City; 

(8) State route number 20, beginning at the Keystone 
ferry slip on Whidbey I sland, thence easterly and 
northerly to a junction with Rhododendron road in the 
vicinity east of Coupeville; also 

Beginning at a junction with Sherman road in the vi­
cinity west of Coupeville, generally northerly to a junc­
tion with Miller road in the vicinity southwest of Oak 
Harbor; also 

Beginning at a junction with Torpedo road in the vi­
cinity northeast of Oak Harbor, thence northerly by 
way of Deception Pass to a junction with state route 
number 20 north in the vicinity southeast of Anacortes; 
also 

Beginning at the crossing of Hanson creek approxi­
mately 6.0 miles west of Lyman, thence easterly by way 
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of Concrete, Marblemount, Diablo Dam, and Twisp to 
a junction with state route number 1 53 southeast of 
Twisp; also 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 2 1  
approximately three miles east of Republic, thence in 
an easterly direction to a junction with state route 
number 395 at the west end of the crossing over the 
Columbia river at Kettle Falls; also 

Beginning at a junction with a county road 2.76 miles 
east of the junction with state route number 395 in 
Colville, thence in a northeasterly direction to a junc­
tion with state route number 3 1  at Tiger ; thence in a 
southerly direction to a junction with state route num­
ber 2 at Newport; 

(9) State route number 2 1 ,  beginning at the Keller 
ferry slip on the north side of Roosevelt lake, thence in 
a northerly direction to the crossing of Granite creek 
approximately fifty-four miles north of the Keller ferry; 

( 1 0) State route number 90, beginning at the 
CMSTPP railroad overcrossing approximately 2.3 miles 
southeast of North Bend, thence in an easterly direction 
by way of Snoqualmie pass to the crossing of the Cle 
Elum river approximately 2.6 miles west of Cle Elum; 

( 1 1 )  State route number 97, beginning at the crossing 
of the Columbia river at Biggs Rapids, thence in a 
northerly direction to the westerly junction with state 
route number 1 4  in the vicinity of Maryhill ; 

( 1 2) State route number 1 0 1 ,  beginning at a junction 
with state route number I 09 in the vicinity of Queets, 
thence in a northerly, northeasterly, and easterly direc­
tion by way of Forks to the west boundary of the 
Olympic national park in the vicinity of Lake Crescent; 
also 

Beginning at Sequim Bay state park, thence in a 
southeasterly and southerly direction to a junction with 
the Airport road north of Shelton; also 

Beginning at a junction with a county road 2.64 miles 
south of the junction with state route number 3 in 
Shelton, thence in a southerly and southeasterly direc­
tion to the west end of the Black Lake road overcross­
ing in the vicinity northeast of Tumwater; 

( 1 3) State route number 1 04, beginning at a junction 
with state route number 10 1  in the vicinity south of 
Discovery bay, thence in a southeasterly direction to 
the vicinity of Shine on Hood Canal ; also 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 3 
east of the Hood Canal crossing, thence northeasterly 
to Port Gamble; 

( 14) State route number 1 05, beginning at a junction 
with state route number 10 1  at Raymond, thence west­
erly and northerly by way of Tokeland and North Cove 
to the shore of Grays Harbor north of Westport; also 

Beginning at a junction with state route number 105 
in the vicinity south of Westport, thence northeasterly 
to a junction with state route number 1 0 1  at Aberdeen; 

( 1 5) State route number 1 06, beginning at a junction 
with state route number 1 0 1  in the vicinity of Union, 
thence northeasterly to a junction with state route 
number 3 in the vicinity of Belfair; 

( 1 6) State route number 1 09, beginning at a junction 
with a county road approximately 3 .0 miles northwest 
of the j unction with state route number 1 0 1  in 

Hoquiam, thence in a northwesterly direction b� way of 
Ocean City, Copalis, Pacific Beach, a�d Moc

.
hps

. 
to a 

junction with state route number 10 1  m the vtctmty of 
Queets ; 

( 1 7) State route number 1 1 2, beginning at the easterly 
boundary of the Makah Indian reservation, thence in 
an easterly direction to the vicinity of Laird's  comer on 
state route number 10 1 ; 

( 18) State route number 126, beginning at a junction 
with state route number 12 in the vicinity of Dayton, 
thence in a northeasterly direction to a junction with 
state route number 1 2  in the vicinity west of Pomeroy; 

( 1 9) State route number 1 53, beginning at a junction 
with state route number 97 in the vicinity of Pateros, 
thence in a northerly direction to a junction with state 
route number 20 in the vicinity south of Twisp; 

(20) State route number 1 55, beginning at a junction 
with state route number 2 in the vicinity north of 
Coulee City, thence in a northeasterly direction to the 
boundary of the federal reservation at the Grand 
Coulee dam; also 

Beginning at a junction with a county road 2.07 miles 
north of the junction with 12th street in Elmer City, 
thence in a northwesterly direction to the west end of 
the crossing of Omak creek east of Omak; 

(2 1 )  State route number 206, Mt. Spokane Park 
Drive, beginning at a junction with state route number 
2 near the north line of section 3, township 26 N, range 
43 E, thence northeasterly to a point in section 28, 
township 28 N, range 45 E at the entrance to Mt. 
Spokane state park; 

(22) State route number 395, beginning at a point ap­
proximately 2.6 miles north of Pasco thence in a north­
erly direction to a junction with state route number 1 7  
in the vicinity of Eltopia; also 

Beginning at the north end of the crossing of Mill 
creek in the vicinity of Colville, thence in a northwest­
erly direction to a junction with state route number 30 
at the west end of the crossing over the Columbia river 
at Kettle Falls; 

(23) State route number 401 ,  beginning at a junction 
with state route number 1 0 1  at Point Ellice, thence 
easterly and northerly to a junction with state route 
number 4 in the vicinity north of Naselle; 

(24) State route number 504, beginning at a junction 
with state route number 5 in the vicinity north of Castle 
Rock, thence in an easterly direction by way of St. 
Helens and Spirit lake to Mt. St. Helens; 

(25) State route number 525, beginning at a junction 
with Maxwellton road in the southern portion of 
Whidbey Island, thence northwesterly to a junction 
with state route number 20 east of the Keystone ferry 
slip; 

(26) State route number 542, beginning at the Nugent 
crossing over the Nooksack river approximately 7.7 
miles northeast of Bellingham, thence easterly to the vi­
cinity of Austin pass in Whatcom county; 

(27) State route number 82 1 ,  beginning at a junction 
with state route number 82 at the Yakima firing center 
interchange, thence in a northerly direction to a junc­
tion with state route number 82 at the Thrall road in­
terchange. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 1 5 1  § 1 0; 1 97 1  ex.s. c 73 § 
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29; 1 970 ex.s. c 5 1  § 1 77;  1969 ex.s. c 28 1 § 6 ;  1 967 ex.s. 
c 85 § 2.] 

47.39.030 Development and maintenance of system 
by highway commission and parks and �ecreation com­
mission-Allocation of costs. ( 1 )  The highway com­
mission shall pay from motor vehicle funds 
appropriated for construction of state highways, the 
following costs of developing and constructing scenic 
and recreational highways : (a) Acquisition of the right 
of way necessary for state highway purposes, (b) con­
struction of the portion of the highway designed pri­
marily for motor vehicle travel, (c) exit and entrance 
roadways providing access to scenic observation points, 
(d) safety rest areas, (e) roadside landscaping within the 
portion of the highway right of way acquired by the 
highway commission for state highway purposes, (f) the 
uniform signs and markers designating the various fea­
tures and facilities of the scenic and recreational high­
ways, and (g) any additional costs of constructing and 
developing the scenic and recreational highways, in­
cluding property acquisition adjacent to highways as 
authorized by RCW 47. 1 2.250, for which the highway 
commission shall receive reimbursement from the fed­
eral government or any other source. 

(2) The parks and recreation commission shall pay 
the costs of developing and constructing the scenic and 
recreational highways not provided for in subsection ( 1 )  
of this section from any funds appropriated for such 
purposes. 

(3) The costs of maintaining the scenic and recrea­
tional highway system shall be allocated between the 
highway commission and the parks and recreation 
commission in the same manner that costs of develop­
ing and constructing such highways are allocated in 
subsections ( 1 )  and (2) of this section. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 85 § 
3.] 

Safety rest areas: Chapter 47.38 RCW. 

47.39.040 Planning and design standards to be estab­
lished by office of community affairs. The establishment 
of planning and design standards for items provided for 
in RCW 47.39.050 shall be coordinated by the state 
office of community affairs. The highway commission, 
parks and recreation commission, and any other de­
partments or commissions whose interests are affected 
shall prepare, submit and file with the state office of 
community affairs standards relating to the scenic and 
recreational highway system. In the event varying plan­
ning and design standards are filed, the state office of 
community affairs shall consult with the submitting 
agencies on the merits of the several proposals and, 
based upon such consultation, establish a set of stand­
ards. Pursuant to the planning and design standards so 
established, the highway commission and parks and 
recreation commission shall develop the highways and 
areas adjacent thereto to accomplish the purposes of 
this chapter: Provided, That the highway commission 
shall retain exclusive authority over the highway right 
of way. 

Responsibility for construction and maintenance is 
hereby established between the highway commission 
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and the parks and recreation commiSSion with the 
highway commission responsible for activities financed 
with funds provided for under RCW 47.39.030( 1 )  and 
the parks and recreation commission responsible for 
activities financed from other sources of funds. By mu­
tual consent, responsibility for development and/or 
maintenance may be transferred between the two com­
missions. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 85 § 4.] 

Planning and community affairs agency: Chapter 43.63A RCW. 

47.39.050 Planning and desi.gn standards to be estab­
lished by office of community affairs-Facilities and 
factors to be considered. Planning and design standards 
established for highways falling within the scenic and 
recreational highways system may include, but shall not 
be limited to, provision for the following: 

( I )  Hiking, bicycle, and bridle trails, including regu-
lations for their use; 

(2) Campsites and shelters; 
(3) Boat launching sites; 
(4) Access trails to lakes, rivers and streams, and 

easements along their shores; 
(5) Safety rest areas; 
(6) Historic and geologic interpretative facilities; 
(7) Scenic observation facilities; 
(8) Roadside landscaping, restoration and aesthetic 

enhancement; 
(9) Specifically delineated highway corridors and 

means for the preservation of natural beauty, historic 
sites, or viewpoints; 

( IO) A uniform system of signs and markers designa­
ting the various features and facilities of the scenic and 
recreational highway systems. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 85 § 5.] 

47.39.060 Designation of system on maps or other 
descriptive material. The highway commission and parks 
and recreation commission shall on any maps, or in any 
relevant descriptive material they may prepare at state 
expense, include reference to those portions of highways 
designated in RCW 47.39.020 by appropriate color or 
code designation. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 85 § 6.] 

47.39.900 Short title. RCW 47.39.01 0  through 47-
.39.9 10 shall constitute a new chapter in Title 47 RCW 
and shall be known and may be cited as the " Scenic 
and Recreational Highway Act of 1 967." [ 1 967 ex.s. c 
85 § 7.] 

47.39.910 Severability--1967 ex.s. c 85. If any 
provision of this act, or its application to any person or 
circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the act, 
or the application of the provision to other persons or 
circumstances is not affected. [ 1 967 ex.s. c 85 § 8.] 

Sections 
47.40.010 
47.40.020 
47.40.030 
47.40.040 

Chapter 47.40 
ROADSIDE IMPROVEMENT AND 

BEAUTIFICATION 

Improvement and beautification a highway purpose. 
Use of funds authorized. 
Permit to private persons. 
Application for permit, contents. 
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47.40.050 
47.40.060 
47.40.070 
47.40.080 

47.40.090 

Survey-Report-Permit. 
Agreement to maintain project. 
Damage to project unlawful. 
Penalty for destroying native flora on state lands or on 

or adjoining highways and parks. 
Glass bottles and containers along highways---Collec­

tion and removal. 

Advertisements, placing upon property without consent of owner: 
RCW 9.6UJ40. 

City streets, parkways, boulevards, etc.: Title 35 RCW. 

State parks and recreation commission may plant trees along high­
way: RCW 43.51.040. 

Withdrawal of public lands abutting highway: RCW 43.51.100. 

47.40.010 Improvement and beautification a highway 
purpose. The planting and cultivating of any shrubs, 
trees, hedges or other domestic or native ornamental 
growth, the improvement of roadside facilities and view 
points, and the correction of unsightly conditions, upon 
the right of way of any state highway is hereby declared 
to be a proper state highway purpose. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47-
.40.0 10. Prior: 1937 c 53 § 88; RRS § 6400-88.] 

47.40.020 Use of funds authorized. Whenever funds 
are available for the purpose of planting or cultivating 
any shrubs, trees, hedges or other domestic or native 
ornamental growth, the improvement of roadside facili­
ties and view points and the correction of unsightly 
conditions upon the right of way of any state highway 
and for the roadside development and beautification 
thereof, the highway commission is empowered to ex­
pend such funds, either independen�l:y or in co!lj_u�ction 
with the funds of any county, pohhcal subdtvtston or 
any person, firm, corporation, association or organiza­
tion. [ 1 96 1 c. 1 3  § 47.40.020. Prior: 1 937 c 53 § 89; RRS 
§ 6400-89.] 

47.40.030 Permit to private persons. Any person, 
firm, corporation, association or organization owning 
lands abutting upon any state highway and desiring to 
plant, cultivate and grow any hedge, shade or orna­
mental trees or shrubs along the right of way thereof, or 
to clear and cultivate a portion of such state highway 
right of way for the purpose of growing crops and de­
stroying noxious weeds, or any pe_rson, firm,

. 
corpor�­

tion, association or organization mterested m pubhc 
improvement and desiring to improve and beautify any 
state highway right of way or any portion thereof by 
planting, cultivating or growing any hedge, shade or or­
namental trees or cultivate along or upon the right of 
way thereof, may upon application to the highway 
commission, be granted a permit therefor as by law 
provided. [ 196 1  c 1 3  § 47 .40.030. Prior: 1 937 c 53 § 90; 
RRS § 6400-90; prior: 1927 c 242 § I ;  RRS § 6437- l .] 

47.40.040 Application for permit, contents. Each ap­
plication for a permit to plant, cultivate and grow any 
hedge, shade or ornamental trees or �hrubbery �long or 
upon the right of way of a�y st�t� htg�way or tmprove 
such right of way shall

_
be m wntmg, _stgned by the �p­

plicant, and shall descnbe the state htghway or portion 
thereof along or upon the right of way of which permit 
to plant, cultivate, grow or improve is sought, by name, 
number, or other reasonable description, and the lands 

bordering thereon by governmental subdivisions, and 
shall state the names, places or reside�ce and po�t office 
addresses of the applicant or apphcants owrung the 
land abutting upon such state highwaY: or the nam� of 
the person, firm, corporati?n, association or or�amza­
tion applying for the permt� and the nam�s of tts offi­
cers and their places of restdence and the1r post office 
addresses and shall state definitely the purpose for 
which th� permit is sought, giving a description of

_ 
the 

kind of hedge, or variety of shrubbery or trees dest�ed 
to be planted or the kinds of crops to be grown, or Im­
provement to be made, with a diagram illustrating the 
location and number of hedges, trees or shrubs or the 
area of cultivation desired or plans of the improveiD:ent 
proposed to be made. [ 196 1 c 13 § 47.40.040. Pnor: 
1937 c 53 § 9 1 ;  RRS § 6400-91 ;  prior: 1 927 c 242 § 2 ;  
RRS § 6437-2.] 

47.40.050 Survey--Report--Permit. Upon the 
filing of such application, the highway commission sh�ll 
cause a survey of such state highway to be made wtth 
reference to such application and a report of the find­
ings and recommendations as to the �rant�g of the 
permit, and if it shall appear to the sattsfact

_
wn of the 

highway commission that the use of
. 
a portton 

_
of �he 

state highway for the purpose set out m the �pphcatwn 
will not interfere with the use of such state htghway for 
public travel and will beautify and iiD:prove such state 
highway, permit may be granted and tssued to the ap­
plicant to plant, cultivate and grow any hedge, shad� or 
ornamental trees, shrubbery or crops, or make such Im­
provement along or upon the right of way of such por­
tion of such state highway as shall be defimtely 
described in said permit, and to construct and maintain 
such temporary and substantial fence on an? along the 
portion of the right of way of the state htghway de­
scribed in the permit as shall be specified in sue� per­
mit, and such permit shall specify the exact locatiOn of 
all hedges, shade or ornamental trees or shrubbery to be 
planted and grown or area to be cultivated under such 
permit, or area to be improved to which specified loca­
tion the person, firm, corporation, association or organ­
ization receiving such permit shall specifically conform: 
Provided, That the highway commission may in its dis­
cretion refuse such permit and any such permit granted 
shall be revocable at the will of the highway commis­
sion and nothing in this title shall be construed as

. 
in 

anywise affecting the title of the state to the lands m­
cluded in such state highway, or the right to use the 
same for state highway purposes or to remove or de­
stroy any of such hedges, trees, shrubbery or crops for 
the purpose of construction, alteration, repair, improve­
ment or maintenance of such state highway or for any 
other purpose and at any time. [ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47.40.050. 
Prior: 1937 c 53 § 92; RRS § 6400-92; prior: 1 927 c 242 
§ 3, part ; RRS § 6437, part.] 

47.40.060 Agreement to maintain project. In the 
event that any such permit is granted the highway 
commission shall enter into an agreement with any such 
person, firm, corporation, association or organization 
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�greeing that such roadside development or beautifica­
tiOn shall be maintained and kept up by the state 
through the highway commission or by such person, 
firm, corporation, association or organization. In the 
event that any such person, firm, corporation, associa­
tion or organization so agreeing shall fail or neglect to 
maintain such roadside development or beautification 
the highway commission is empowered so to do and the 
expense thereof shall be a charge against such person, 
firm, corporation, association or organization. [ 196 1 c 
13 § 47.40.060. Prior: 1937 c 53 § 93 ; RRS § 6400-93; 
prior: 1927 c 242 § 3, part ; RRS § 6437-3, part.] 

47.40.070 Damage to project unlawful. It shall be 
unlawful for any person to injure, destroy or remove 
any hedge, shade or ornamental trees or shrubbery or 
crops, plants, cultivated and grown or improvement 
made upon or along any portion of any state highway 
under permit from the highway commission or other­
wise, or to injure, destroy or remove any fence erected 
under any such permit or otherwise: Provided, That 
nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent any 
person with the highway commission to do so or the 
officers of the state charged with the duty of construct­
ing and maintaining any such state highway, from re­
moving any hedges, trees, shrubbery or crops planted or 
improvements or fences built under permit, where in 
their judgment they interfere with or are detrimental to, 
the use of such state highway for public travel, or such 
removal is necessary for the construction, alteration, re­
pair, improvement or maintenance of such state high­
way. [ 196 1 c 13 § 47.40.070. Prior: 1937 c 53 § 94; RRS 
§ 6400-94; prior: 1927 c 242 § 4; RRS § 6437-4.] 

47.40.080 Penalty for destroying native flora on state 
lands or on or adjoining highways and parks. Any person 
who shall break or cut from any lands owned by the 
state of Washington or shall cut down, remove, destroy 
or uproot any rhododendron, evergreen, huckleberry, 
native dogwood or any other native tree, shrub, fern, 
herb, bulb or wild plants, or any part thereof, within 
three hundred feet of the center line of any state or 
county road, or who shall cut down, remove or destroy 
any flowering or ornamental tree or shrub, or any na­
tive flowering plant, fern, herb or bulb, either perennial 
or annual, situate, growing or being on any public street 
or highway, state or city park, in the state of 
Washington, unless such person be engaged in the work 
of constructing or repairing such highway or street un­
der authority and direction of the legally constituted 
public officials being charged by law with the duty of 
constructing or repairing such highways or streets, state 
or city parks, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. [ 1961 c 
13 § 47 .40.080. Prior: 1933 c 133 § 1; 1925 ex.s. c 59 § 
1; RRS § 2787-l .J 

47.40.090 Glass bottles and containers along high­
ways--CoUection and removal. The highway commis­
sion, and any other governmental subdivision shall, 
with the staff, equipment and material under their con­
trol, or by contract with others, take all necessary ac­
tions to collect and remove any or all glass bottles or 

fTrtle 47-jl 86) 

glass containers along the right of way of any public 
road or public highway. { 1969 ex.s . c 28 1 § 48.) 

Deposit of unwholesome substance: RCW 9.66.050. 

Placing dangerous matter on highway: RCW 9.61.010(1). 

Removal of glass after accident: RCW 46.61.645, 46.61.650. 

Throwing glass on highway: RCW 70.93.060, 46.61.645. 

Chapter 47.41 
JUNKY ARDS ADJACENT TO INTERSTATE AND 

PRIMARY HIGHWAYS 

Sections 
47.4 1 .010 
47.4 1 .020 
47.41 .030 

47.41 .040 

47.41 .050 
47.4 1.060 
47.41 .070 

47.4 1.080 

47.41 .900 

Legislative declaration-Purpose. 
Definitions. 
Junkyards adjacent to highways prohibited­

Exceptions. 
Screening feasibility determination-Notice--Ac­

quisition of property by commission--Screening or 
removal of junkyard. 

Regulations-Review. 
Other laws not affected. 
Violations-Penalty-Abatement as public 

nuisance. 
Agreements with United States secretary of 

transportation. 
Severability-197 1  ex.s. c 101 .  

Motor vehicle wreckers: Chapter 46.80 RCW. 

47.41 .010 Legislative declaration--Purpose. For 
the purpose of promoting the public safety, health, wel­
fare, convenience, and enjoyment of public travel, to 
protect the public investment in public highways, and 
to preserve and enhance the scenic beauty of lands 
bordering public highways, it is hereby declared to be 
in the public interest to regulate and restrict the estab­
lishment, operation, and maintenance of junkyards in 
areas adjacent to the interstate and federal-aid primary 
systems within this state. The legislature hereby finds 
and declares that junkyards which do not conform to 
the requirements of this chapter are public nuisances. 
[ 197 1 ex.s. c 101 § 1.] 

47.41 .020 Definitions. When used in this chapter, 
the term: 

(1) "Junk" shall mean old or scrap copper, brass, 
rope, rags, batteries, paper, trash, rubber debris, waste, 
or junked, dismantled or wrecked automobiles, or parts 
thereof, iron, steel, and other old or scrap ferrous or 
nonferrous material. 

. 
(2) "Automobile graveyard" shall mean any estab­

lishment or place of business which is maintained, used, 
or operated by storing, keeping, buying, or selling 
wrecked, scrapped, ruined, or dismantled motor vehi­
cles or motor vehicle parts. 

(3) "Junkyard" shall mean an establishment or place 
of b

_
usiness w�ich is maintained, operated, or used for 

sto�mg, keepmg, buying, or selling junk or for the 
mamtenance or operation of an automobile graveyard 
and the term shall include garbage dumps and sanitary 
fills. 

. 
(4) "Interstate system" means that portion of the na­

tional system of interstate and defense highways located 
within this state, as officially designated or as may 
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hereafter be so designated by the commission and ap­
proved by the secretary of transportation pursuant to 
the provisions of Title 23 United States Code. 

(5) " Federal-aid primary system' '  means that portion 
of connected main highways as officially designated or 
as may hereafter be so designated by the commission 
and approved by the secretary of transportation as the 
federal-aid primary system pursuant to the provisions 
of Title 23 United States Code. 

(6) "Commission" means the Washington state high­
way commission. [ 1 97 1 ex.s. c 10 1  § 2.] 

47.41.030 Junkyards adjacent to highways prohibi­
ted--Exceptions. No person shall establish, operate, 
or maintain a junkyard any portion of which is within 
one thousan? feet of the nearest edge of the right of 
way of any mterstate or federal-aid primary highway, 
except the following: 

( I )  Those which are screened by natural objects, 
plantings, fences, or other appropriate means so as not 
to be visible from the main-traveled way of the system 
or otherwise removed from sight. 

(2) Those located within areas which are zoned for 
industrial use under authority of law. 

(3) Those located within unzoned industrial areas, 
which areas shall be determined from actual land uses 
and defined by regulations to be promulgated by the 
commission and approved by the secretary of 
transportation. 

(4) Those which are not visible from the main-trav­
eled way of the system. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 10 1  § 3.] 

47.41.04Q Screening feasibility determination-­
Notice---Acquisition of property by commission-­
Screening or removal of junkyard. Prior to the first day 
of July, 197 1 ,  the highway commission shall determine 
whether or not the topography of the land adjoining the 
highway will permit adequate screening of any junkyard 
lawfully in existence located outside of a zoned indus­
trial area or an unzoned industrial area as defined here­
in on August 9, 197 1  which is within one thousand feet 
of the nearest edge of the right of way and visible from 
the main-traveled way of any highway on the interstate 
and primary system and whether screening of such 
junkyard would be economically feasible. Within thirty 
days thereafter the commission shall notify by regis­
tered or certified mail the record owner of the land 
upon which such junkyard is located, or the operator 
thereof, of its determination. 

If it is economically feasible to screen any such junk­
yard, the commission shall screen the same so it will not 
be visible from the main-traveled way of such highway. 
The highway commission is authorized to acquire by 
gift, purchase, exchange, or condemnation such lands or 
interest in lands as may be required for such purposes. 

In the event that it is not economically feasible to 
screen any such j unkyard, the highway commission 
shall acquire by purchase, gift or condemnation an in­
terest in the real property used for junkyard purposes 
which is visible from the main traveled way of such 
highway, restricting any owner of the remaining interest 
to use of such real estate for purposes other than a 

junkyard. In addition to compensation for such real 
property interest, the operator of a jun�yard s�all r�­
ceive the actual reasonable expenses m movmg hts 
business personal property to a location within the 
same general area where a junkyard may be lawfully 
established, operated and maintained. This section shall 
be interpreted as in addition to all other rights and 
remedies of a junkyard owner or operator and shall not 
be interpreted as a limitation on or alteration of the law 
of compensation in eminent domain. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 10  I § 
4.] 

47.41.050 Regulations-Review. The commission 
shall prescribe regulations for administration of this 
chapter consistent with the policy of this chapter and 
the national policy set forth in 23 U.S.C. Sec. 1 36, and 
the regulations promulgated thereunder by the secretary 
of transportation. Proceedings for review of any action 
taken by the commission pursuant to this chapter shall 
be instituted by filing a petition only in the superior 
court of Thurston county. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 10  I § 5 . ]  

47.41.060 Other laws not affected. Nothing in this 
chapter shall be construed to permit a person to main­
tain any junkyard that is otherwise prohibited by stat­
ute or by the resolution or ordinance of any county, 
city, or town, nor to abrogate or affect the lawful pro­
visions of any statute, ordinance, regulation, or resolu­
tion which are more restrictive than the provisions of 
this chapter. [ 197 1  ex.s. c 10 I § 6.] 

47.41 .070 Violations--Penalty--Abatement as 
public nuisance. If the owner of the land upon which 
any such junkyard is located, or the operator thereof as 
the case may be, shall fail to comply with the notice or 
remove any such junk within the time provided in this 
chapter after being so notified, he shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor. In addition to the penalties imposed by 
law upon conviction, an order may be entered compel­
ling compliance with this chapter. Each day such junk­
yard shall be maintained in a manner so as not to 
comply with this chapter shall constitute a separate 
offense. 

If the operator of the junkyard or the owner of the 
property upon which it is located, as the case may be, 
shall not be found or refuses receipt of the notice, the 
commission, the chief of the Washington state patrol, 
the county sheriff, or the chief of police of any city or 
town shall post the property upon which it is located 
with a notice that the junkyard constitutes a public 
nuisance and that the junk thereon must be removed as 
in this chapter provided. If the notice is not complied 
with, the commission, the chief of the Washington state 
patrol, the county sheriff, or the chief of police of any 
city or town shall abate the nuisance and remove the 
junk, and for that purpose may enter upon private 
property without incurring liability for so doing. [ 197 1 
ex.s. c 10 1  § 7.] 
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47.41 .080 Agreements with United States secretary 
of transportation. The commission is hereby authorized 
to enter into agreements with the United States secre­
tary of transportation as provided in Title 23 United 
States Code, relating to the control of junkyards in ar­
eas adjacent to the interstate and primary systems, and 
to take action in the name of the state to comply with 
the terms of such agreement. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 1 0 1  § 8.] 

47.41 .900 Severability--1971 ex.s. c 101. If any 
provision of this act, or its application to any person or 
circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the act, 
or the application of the provision to other persons or 
circumstances is not affected. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 10 1  § 9.] 

Chapter 47.42 
HIGHWAY ADVERTISING CONTROL ACT­

SCENIC VISTAS ACT 
Sections 
47.42.010 
47.42.020 
47.42.025 

47.42.030 

47.42.040 
47.42.045 

47.42.046 

47.42.047 

47.42.048 
47.42.050 

47.42.060 

47.42.062 

47.42.063 

47.42.065 

47.42.070 

47.42.080 

47.42.090 
47.42. 1 00  
47.42.102 

47.42.103 

47.42. 104 

47.42.105 

47.42. 1 10 
47.42. 120 

47.42. 130 

47.42. 140 

Declaration of purpose. 
Definitions. 
Sections of highways excluded from definition of scenic 

system. 
Signs visible from interstate, primary or scenic systems 

prohibited except as permitted by chapter. 
Permissible signs classified. 
Number of signs permitted-Spacing--Tourist facil­

ity signs. 
Specific information panels within right of way of inter­

state highway system-",Gas", "Food", or "Lodg­
ing"-Directional information--Individual 
business signs. 

Specific information panels within portion of right of 
way of primary and scenic systems--"Gas", 
"Food", "Recreation", "Lodging"-Directional in­
formation-Individual business signs. 

Signs prohibited by statute, resolution or ordinance. 
Governmental units may erect, maintain information 

signs. 
Regulations for signs visible from interstate and scenic 

systems-Judicial review. 
Permissible signs visible from primary system within 

commercial and industrial areas-Sign require­
ments, restrictions and prohibitions. 

Permissible signs visible from primary system within 
commercial and industrial areas--Preexisting 
signs--Permissible signs--Spacing. 

Regulations permitting signs for viewing from highways 
or streets not part of any system--Requirements. 

Other prohibitory state and local laws unaffected by 
chapter. 

Prohibited signs declared public nuisance--Procedure 
for abatement--Penalty. 

Revocation of permit. 
Preexisting signs--Moratorium. 
Compensation for removal of signs--Authorized­

Signs to which applicable. 
Compensation for removal of signs--Action to deter­

mine amount of compensation--Payment-State's 
share. 

Compensation for removal of signs--Federal 
share-Acceptance. 

Compensation for removal of signs--Removal of 
signs, displays or devices not required if federal share 
not available. 

Agreements to secure federal aid. . . 
Permits--Fees---Renewal--Pemussible acts-­

Revocation. 
Permit identification number--Signs to contain num­

ber and permittee's name-Presumption of 
noncompliance. 

Scenic areas designated. 
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47.42. 150 
47.42.900 
47.42.901 
47.42.902 
47.42.910 
47.42.9 1 1  

Joint fact finding committee-Studies-Report 
Severability--196 1  c 96. 
Severability--1963 ex.s. c 3.  
Severability--1971  ex.s. c 62. 
Short title--1961 c 96. 
Short title-1971 ex.s. c 62. 

47.42.010 Declaration of purpose. The control of 
signs in areas adjacent to state highways of this state is 
hereby declared to be necessary to promote the public 
health, safety, welfare, convenience and enjoyment of 
public travel, to protect the public investment in the in­
terstate system and other state highways, and to attract 
visitors to this state by conserving the natural beauty of 
areas adjacent to the interstate system, and of scenic 
areas adjacent to state highways upon which they travel 
in great numbers, and to insure that information in the 
specific interest of the traveling public is presented 
safely and effectively. [ 196 1 c 96 § l .] 

47.42.020 Definitions. When used in this chapter the 
term: 

( l )  "Commission" means the Washington state high­
way commission; 

(2) "Erect" means to construct, build, raise, assemble, 
place, affix, attach, create, paint, draw, or in any other 
way bring into being or establish; 

(3) " Interstate system" means any state highway 
which is or does become part of the national system of 
interstate and defense highways as described in section 
103(d) of title 23, United States Code; 

(4) "Maintain" means to allow to exist; 
(5) "Person" means this state or any public or private 

corporation, firm, partnership, association, as well as 
any individual, or individuals ;  

(6) "Primary system" means any state highway which 
is or does become part of the federal-aid primary sys­
tem as described in section 103(b) of title 23, United 
States Code; 

(7) "Scenic system" means (a) any state highway 
within any public park, federal forest area, public 
beach, public recreation area, or national monument, 
(b) any state highway or portion thereof outside the 
boundaries of any incorporated city or town designated 
by the legislature as a part of the scenic system, or (c) 
any state highway or portion thereof, outside the 
boundaries of any incorporated city or town, designated 
by the legislature as a part of the scenic and recreation­
al highway system except for the sections of highways 
specifically excluded in RCW 47.42.025;  

(8)  "Sign" means any outdoor sign, display, device, 
figure, painting, drawing, message, placard, poster, bill­
board or other thing which is designed, intended or 
used to advertise or inform any part of the advertising 
or informative contents of which is visible from any 
place on the main-traveled way of the interstate system 
or other state highway; 

(9) "Commercial and industrial areas" means any 
area zoned commercial or industrial by a county or 
municipal code, or if unzoned by a county or municipal 
code, that area occupied by three or more separate and 
distinct commercial and/ or industrial activities within a 
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space of five hundred feet and the area within five hun­
dred feet of such activities on both sides of the highway. 
The area shall be measured from the outer edges of the 
regularly used buildings, parking lots, storage or pro­
cessing areas of the commercial or industrial activity 
and not from the property lines of the parcels upon 
which such activities are located. Measurements shall 
be along or parallel to the edge of the main traveled 
way of the highway. The following shall not be consid­
ered commercial or industrial activities : 

(a) Agricultural, forestry, grazing, farming, and relat­
ed activities, including, but not limited to, wayside fresh 
produce stands; 

(b) Transient or temporary activities ; 
(c) Railroad tracks and minor sidings; 
(d) Signs; 
(e) Activities more than six hundred and sixty feet 

from the nearest edge of the right of way ; 
(f) Activities conducted in a building principally used 

as a residence. 
Should any commercial or industrial activity, which has 
been used in defining or delineating an unzoned area, 
cease to operate for a period of six continuous months, 
any signs located within the former unzoned area shall 
become nonconforming and shall not be maintained by 
any person after three years from May 10, 197 1 .  

( 10) "Specific information panel" means a panel, rec­
tangular in shape, located in the same manner as other 
official traffic signs readable from the main traveled 
ways, and consisting of: 

(a) The words "GAS", "FOOD", or "LODGING" 
and directional information; and 

(b) One or more individual business signs mounted 
on the panel. 

( 1 1 )  "Business sign" means a separately attached sign 
mounted on the specific information panel to show the 
brand or trademark and name, or both, of the motorist 
service available on the crossroad at or near the inter­
change. Nationally, regionally, or locally known com­
mercial symbols or trademarks for service stations, 
restaurants and motels shall be used when applicable. 
The brand or trademark identification symbol used on 
the business sign shall be reproduced with the colors 
and general shape consistent with customary use. Any 
messages, trademarks, or brand symbols which interfere 
with, imitate, or resemble any official warning or regu­
latory traffic sign, signal or device are prohibited. [ 1 974 
l st ex.s. c 80 § 1 ;  197 1  ex.s. c 62 § 1 ;  196 1  c 96 § 2.] 

47.42.025 Sections of highways excluded from defini­
tion of scenic system. The following sections of the sce­
nic and recreational highway system are excluded from 
the scenic system as defined in subsection (7) of RCW 
47.42.020: 

( 1 )  Beginning on state route number 1 0 1  at the junc­
tion with Airport Road north of Shelton, thence north 
to a point two thousand feet north of Airport Road. 

(2) Beginning on state route number 10 1  at the junc­
tion with Mill Creek Road south of Forks, thence north 
two and four-tenths miles to the Ca1awah River bridge. 

(3) Beginning on state route number 1 05 at a point 
one-half mile southwest of the boundary of Aberdeen, 
thence northeast to the boundary of Aberdeen. 

(4) Beginning on state route number 17  at a point 
nine-tenths of a mile west of Grape Drive in the vicini­
ty of Moses Lake, thence easterly to a junction of 
Grape Drive. 

(5) Beginning on state route number 12 at a point 
one-half mile south of the south boundary of Dayton, 
thence northerly to the south boundary of Dayton. 

(6) Beginning on state route number 14 one-half mile 
west of the west boundary of Bingen, thence east to a 
point one-half mile east of the east boundary of 
Bingen. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 62 § 2.] 

47.42.030 Signs visible from interstate, primary or 
scenic systems prohibited except as permitted by chapter. 
Except as permitted under this chapter, no person sh�ll 
erect or maintain a sign which is visible from the mam 
traveled way of the interstate system, the primary sys­
tem, or the scenic system. In case a highway or a or a 
section of highway is both a part of the primary system 
and the scenic system, only those signs permitted along 
the scenic system shall be erected or maintained. [ 1971  
ex.s. c 62 § 3 ;  1 96 1  c 96 § 3.] 

47.42.040 Permissible signs classified. It is declared 
to be the policy of the state that no signs which are vis­
ible from the main traveled way of the interstate sys­
tem, primary system, or scenic system shall be erected 
or maintained except the following types : 

( 1 )  Directional or other official signs or notices that 
are required or authorized by law; 

(2) Signs advertising the sale or lease of the property 
upon which they are located; 

(3) Signs advertising activities conducted on the 
property on which they are located; 

(4) Signs, not inconsistent with the policy of this 
chapter and the national policy set forth in section 1 3 1  
of title 23, United States Code as codified and enacted 
by Public Law 85-767 and amended only by section 
106, Public Law 86-342, and the national standards 
promulgated thereunder by the secretary of commerce 
or the secretary of transportation, advertising activities 
being conducted at a location within twelve miles of the 
point at which such signs are located: Provided, That 
no sign lawfully erected pursuant to this subsection ad­
jacent to the interstate system and outside commercial 
and industrial areas shall be maintained by any person 
after three years from May 10, 197 1 ;  

(5) Signs, not inconsistent with the policy of this 
chapter and the national policy set forth in section 1 3 1  
of title 23, United States Code as codified and enacted 
by Public Law 85-767 and amended only by section 
106, Public Law 86-342, and the regulations promul­
gated thereunder by the secretary of commerce or the 
secretary of transportation, designed to give informa­
tion in the specific interest of the traveling public: Pro­
vided, That no sign lawfully erected pursuant to this 
subsection adjacent to the interstate system and outside 
commercial and industrial areas shall be maintained by 
any person after three years from May 1 0, 1 97 1 .  
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Only signs of type 1 ,  2 and 3 shall be erected or 
maintained within view of the scenic system. [ 197 1  ex.s. 
c 62 § 4 ; 1 96 1  c 96 § 4.] 

47.42.045 Number of signs permitted--Spac­
ing--Tourist facility signs. ( 1 )  Not more than one 
type 3 sign visible to traffic proceeding in any one di­
rection on an interstate system, primary system outside 
an incorporated city or town or commercial or industri­
al area, or scenic system highway may be permitted 
more than fifty feet from the advertised activity; 

(2) A type 3 sign, other than one along any portion of 
the primary system within an incorporated city or town 
or within any commercial or industrial area, permitted 
more than fifty feet from the advertised activity pursu­
ant to subsection ( 1 )  of this section shall not be erected 
or maintained a greater distance from the advertised 
activity than one of the following options selected by 
the owner of the business being advertised: 

(a) One hundred fifty feet measured along the edge of 
the protected highway from the main entrance to the 
activity advertised (when applicable) ; 

(b) One hundred fifty feet from the main building of 
the advertised activity; or 

(c) Fifty feet from a regularly used parking lot main­
tained by and contiguous to the advertised activity. 

(3) The commission with advice from the parks and 
recreation commission shall adopt specifications for a 
uniform system of official tourist facility directional 
signs to be used on the scenic system highways. Official 
directional signs shall be posted by the commission to 
inform motorists of types of tourist and recreational fa­
cilities available off the scenic system which are acces­
sible by way of public or private roads intersecting 
scenic system highways. [ 1 974 1 st ex.s. c 1 54 § 1 ;  1974 
1 st ex.s. c 138 § 1 ;  197 1  ex.s. c 62 § 5.] 

47.42.046 Specific information panels within right of 
way of interstate highway system-"Gas", "Food", or 
" Lodging "--Directional information--Individual 
business signs. The Washington state highway commis­
sion is authorized to erect and maintain specific infor­
mation panels within the right of way of the interstate 
highway system to give the traveling public specific in­
formation as to gas, food, or lodging available on a 
crossroad at or near an interchange. Specific informa­
tion panels shall include the words "GAS", "FOOD", 
or "LODGING" and directional information and may 
contain one or more individual business signs main­
tained on the panel. The erection and maintenance of 
specific information panels shall conform to the nation­
al standards promulgated by the secretary of transpor­
tation pursuant to sections 1 3 1  and 3 15 of Title 23, 
United States Code and regulations adopted by the 
commission. A motorist service business shall not be 
permitted to display its name, brand, or trademark on a 
specific information panel unless its owner has first en­
tered into an agreement with the commission limiting 
the height of its on-premise signs at the site of its serv­
ice installation to not more than fifteen feet higher than 
the roof of its main building. The commission shall 
charge reasonable fees for the display of individual 
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business signs to defray the costs of their installation 
and maintenance. [ 1974 1 st ex.s. c 80 § 2.) 

47.42.047 Specific information panels within portion 
of right of way of primary and scenic systems--"Gas", 
"Food", "Recreation", "Lodging"--Directional infor­
mation--Individual business signs. The Washington 
state highway commission is authorized to erect and 
maintain specific information panels within the right of 
way of those portions both of the primary system and 
the scenic system lying outside of cities and towns and 
lying outside of commercial and industrial areas to give 
the traveling public specific information as to gas, food, 
recreation, or lodging available off the primary or sce­
nic highway accessible by way of highways intersecting 
the primary or scenic highway. Specific information 
panels shall include the words "GAS",  " FOOD", 
"RECREATION" ,  or "LODGING" and directional 
information and may contain one or more individual 
business signs maintained on the panel. The erection 
and maintenance of specific information panels along 
primary or scenic highways shall conform to the na­
tional standards promulgated by the secretary of trans­
portation pursuant to sections 1 3 1  and 3 15 of Title 23 
United States Code and regulations adopted by the 
commission including the manual on uniform traffic 
control devices for streets and highways. A motorist 
service business shall not be permitted to display its 
name, brand, or trademark on a specific information 
panel unless its owner has first entered into an agree­
ment with the commission limiting the height of its on­
premise signs at the site of its service installation to not 
more than fifteen feet higher than the roof of its main 
building. The commission shall charge reasonable fees 
for the display of individual business signs to defray the 
costs of their installation and maintenance. [ 1 974 l st 
ex.s. c 80 § 4.] 

47.42.048 Signs prohibited by statute, resolution or 
ordinance. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to 
permit a person to erect or maintain a sign that is oth­
erwise prohibited by statute or by the resolution or or­
dinance of any county, city or town of the state of 
Washington. [ 1 974 l st ex.s. c 80 § 3 .] 

47.42.050 Governmental units may erect, maintain 
information signs. Information signs may be erected and 
maintained by the state, any county, city, or town. 
[ 1 96 1  c 96 § 5.] 

47.42.060 Regulations for signs visible from interstate 
and scenic system�udicial review. The commission 
shall prescribe regulations for the erection and mainte­
nance of signs which are visible from the main traveled 
way of the interstate system and the scenic system and 
�hich are permitted by this chapter, and other regula­
tions for the administration of this chapter consistent 
with the policy of this chapter and the national policy 
set forth in section 1 3 1 ,  title 23, United States Code as 
codified and enacted by Public Law 85-767 and 
amended only by section 1 06, Public Law 86-342 and 
the regulations promulgated thereunder by the secretary 
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of commerce or the secretary of transportation. Pro­
ceedings for review of any action taken by the commis­
sion pursuant to this chapter shall be instituted by filing 
a petition only in the superior court of Thurston coun­
ty. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 62 § 6; 1 96 1  c 96 § 6.) 

47.42.062 Permissible signs visible from primary sys­
tem within commercial and industrial areas-Sign re­
quirements, restrictions and prohibitions. Signs visible 
from the main traveled way of the primary system 
within commercial and industrial areas whose size, 
lighting, and spacing are consistent with the customary 
use of property for the effective display of outdoor ad­
vertising as set forth in this section may be erected and 
maintained: Provided, That this section shall not serve 
to restrict type 3 signs located along any portion of the 
primary system within an incorporated city or town or 
within any commercial or industrial area. 

( 1 )  General : Signs shall not be erected or maintained 
which (a) imitate or resemble any official traffic sign, 
signal, or device; (b) are erected or maintained upon 
trees or painted or drawn upon rocks or other natural 
features and which are structurally unsafe or in disre­
pair; or (c) have any visible moving parts. 

(2) Size of signs: 
(a) The maximum area for any one sign shall be six 

hundred seventy-two square feet with a maximum 
height of twenty-five feet and maximum length of fifty 
feet inclusive of any border and trim but excluding the 
base or apron, supports and other structural members : 
Provided, That cut--outs and extensions may add up to 
twenty percent of additional sign area. 

(b) For the purposes of this subsection, double-faced, 
back-t(}-back, or V -type signs shall be considered as 
two signs. 

(c) Signs which exceed three hundred twenty-five 
square feet in area may not be double-faced (abutting 
and facing the same direction). 

(3) Spacing of signs: 
(a) Signs may not be located in such a manner as to 

obscure, or otherwise physically interfere with the effec­
tiveness of an official traffic sign, signal, or device, ob­
struct or physically interfere with the driver's view of 
approaching, merging, or intersecting traffic. 

(b) On limited access highways established pursuant 
to chapter 47.52 RCW no two signs shall be spaced less 
than one thousand feet apart, and no sign may be lo­
cated within three thousand feet of the center of an in­
terchange, a safety rest area, or information center, or 
within one thousand feet of an intersection at grade. 
Double-faced signs shall be prohibited. Not more than 
a total of five sign structures shall be permitted on both 
sides of the highway per mile. 

(c) On noncontrolled access highways inside the 
boundaries of incorporated cities and towns not more 
than a total of four sign structures on both sides of the 
highway within a space of six hundred sixty feet shall 
be permitted with a minimum of one hundred feet be­
tween sign structures. In no event, however, shall more 
than four sign structures be permitted between platted 
intersecting streets or highways. On noncontrolled ac­
cess highways outside the boundaries of incorporated 

cities and towns minimum spacing between sign struc­
tures on each side of the highway shall be five hundred 
feet. 

(d) For the purposes of this subsection, a back-t(}­
back sign and a V -type sign shall be considered one 
sign structure. 

(e) Official signs, and signs advertising activities con­
ducted on the property on which they are located shall 
not be considered in determining compliance with the 
above spacing requirements. The minimum space be­
tween structures shall be measured along the nearest 
edge of the pavement between points directly opposite 
the signs along each side of the highway and shall apply 
to signs located on the same side of the highway. 

(4) Lighting: Signs may be illuminated, subject to the 
following restrictions : 

(a) Signs which contain, include, or are illuminated 
by any flashing, intermittent, or moving light or lights 
are prohibited, except those giving public service infor­
mation such as time, date, temperature, weather, or 
similar information. 

(b) Signs which are not effectively shielded as to pre­
vent beams or rays of light from being directed at any 
portion of the traveled ways of the highway and which 
are of such intensity or brilliance as to cause glare or to 
impair the vision of the driver of any motor vehicle, or 
which otherwise interfere with any driver's operation of 
a motor vehicle are prohibited. 

(c) No sign shall be so illuminated that it . interferes 
with the effectiveness of, or obscures an official traffic 
sign, device, or signal. 

(d) All such lighting shall be subject to any other 
provisions relating to lighting of signs presently appli­
cable to all highways under the jurisdiction of the state. 
[ 1974 1 st ex.s. c 1 54 § 2; 1974 1 st ex.s. c 138 § 2; 197 1  
ex.s. c 62 § 7.] 

47.42.063 Permissible signs visible from primary sys­
tem within commercial and industrial areas-Preexist­
ing signs--Permissible signs--Spacing. ( I )  Signs 
lawfully erected and maintained which are visible from 
the main traveled way of the primary system within 
commercial and industrial areas on June 1 ,  1 97 1  shall 
be permitted to remain and be maintained. 

(2) Signs visible from the main traveled way of the 
primary system within commercial and industrial areas 
whose size, lighting, and spacing are consistent with 
customary use as set forth in RCW 47.42.062 may be 
erected and maintained. Signs lawfully erected and 
maintained on June 1 ,  197 1  shall be included in the de­
termination of spacing requirements for additional 
signs. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 62 § 8.) 

47.42.065 Regulations permitting signs for viewing 
from highways or streets not part of any system--Re­
quirements. Notwithstanding any other provision of 
chapter 47.42 RCW, the commission shall adopt regu­
lations permitting the erection and maintenance of signs 
which are more than six hundred and sixty feet from 
the nearest edge of the right of way and visible from the 
main traveled way of the interstate system, primary 
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system, or scenic system which are designed and orien­
ted to be viewed from highways or streets other than 
the interstate system, primary system, or the scenic sys­
tem and the advertising or informative contents of such 
signs may not be clearly comprehended by motorists 
using the main traveled way of the interstate system, 
primary system or scenic system. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 62 § 9.] 

47.42.070 Other prohibitory state and local laws un­
affected by chapter. Nothing in this chapter shall be 
construed to permit a person to erect or maintain any 
sign that is otherwise prohibited by statute or by the 
resolution or ordinance of any county, city, or town of 
the state of Washington. [ 196 1  c 96 § 7.] 

47.42.080 Prohibited signs declared public nui­
sance--Procedure for abatement--Penalty. (l) Any 
sign erected or maintained contrary to the provisions of 
this chapter or regulations promulgated hereunder and 
which is designed to be viewed from the interstate sys­
tem or from any part of the scenic system which is not 
a part of the primary system shall be a public nuisance 
and the commission, the chief of the Washington state 
patrol, the county sheriff, or the chief of police of any 
city or town shall notify the permittee or, if there is no 
permittee, the owner of the property on which the sign 
is located, by registered mail at his last known address, 
that it constitutes a public nuisance and must comply 
with the chapter or be removed. 

(2) If the permittee or owner, as the case may be, 
shall fail to comply with the chapter or remove any 
such sign within fifteen days after being notified to re­
move such sign he shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. In 
addition to the penalties imposed by law upon convic­
tion an order may be entered compelling removal of the 
sign. Each day such sign shall be maintained shall con­
stitute a separate offense. 

(3) If the permittee or the owner of the property upon 
which it is located, as the case may be, shall not be 
found or refuses receipt of the notice, the commission, 
the chief of the Washington state patrol, the county 
sheriff, or the chief of police of any city or town shall 
post the sign and property upon which it is located with 
a notice that the sign constitutes a public nuisance and 
must be removed. I f  the sign is not removed within fif­
teen days after such posting, the commission, the chief 
of the Washington state patrol, the county sheriff, or 
the chief of police of any city or town shall abate the 
nuisance and destroy the sign, and for that purpose 
may enter upon private property without incurring lia­
bility for so doing. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 62 § 10;  196 1  c 96 § 8.] 

47.42.090 Revocation of permit. I f  any person is 
convicted of a violation of this chapter, or any regula­
tion promulgated hereunder, the commission may re­
voke any permit issued to that person under this 
chapter. [ 1 96 1  c 96 § 9.] 

,[ntle 47� 921 

47.42.100 Preexisting signs-Moratorium. ( I )  No 
sign lawfully erected in a protected area as defined by 
section 2, chapter 96, Laws of 1 96 1  (before the amend­
ment thereof), prior to March 1 1 , 196 1 ,  within a com­
mercial or industrial zone within the boundaries of any 
city or town, as such boundaries existed on September 
2 1 ,  1959, wherein the use of real property adjacent to 
the interstate system is subject to municipal regulation 
or control but which does not comply with the provi­
sions of this chapter or any regulations promulgated 
hereunder, shall be maintained by any person after 
March 1 1 , 1 965. 

(2) No sign lawfully erected in a protected area as 
defined by section 2, chapter 96, Laws of 196 1  (before 
the amendment thereof), prior to March 1 1 , 196 1 ,  other 
than within a commercial or industrial zone within the 
boundaries of a city or town as such boundaries existed 
on September 2 1 ,  1 959, wherein the use of real property 
adjacent to the interstate system is subject to municipal 
regulation or control but which does not comply with 
the provisions of this chapter or any regulations pro­
mulgated hereunder, shall be maintained by any person 
after three years from March 1 1 , 196 1 .  

(3) N o  sign lawfully erected in a scenic area as de­
fined by section 2, chapter 96, Laws of 196 1  (before the 
amendment thereof), prior to the effective date of the 
designation of such area as a scenic area shall be main­
tained by any person after three years from the effective 
date of the designation of any such area as a scenic 
area. 

(4) No sign visible from the main traveled way of the 
interstate system, the primary system (other than type 3 
signs along any portion of the primary system within an 
incorporated city or town or within a commercial or in­
dustrial area), or the scenic system which was there 
lawfully maintained immediately prior to May 10, 197 1 ,  
but which does not comply with the provisions of 
chapter 47.42 RCW as now or hereafter amended, shall 
be maintained by any person (a) after three years from 
May 10, 197 1 ,  or (b) with respect to any highway here­
after designated by the legislature as a part of the scenic 
system, after three years from the effective date of the 
designation. [ 1974 1 st ex.s. c 1 54 § 3 ;  1974 1 st ex.s. c 
1 38 § 3 ;  197 1  ex.s. c 62 § 1 1 ;  1 963 ex.s. c 3 § 55;  1961  c 
96 § 10.] 

47.42.102 Compensation for removal of signs-Au­
thorized--Signs to which applicable. ( 1 )  Just compen­
sation shall be paid upon the removal of the following 
outdoor advertising signs: 

(a) Those signs within six hundred and sixty feet of 
the nearest edge of the right of way of the interstate 
sy�tem and the primary system which were lawfully in 
eXIstence on October 22, 1 965 ; 

(b) Those signs lawfully within six hundred and sixty 
feet of the nearest edge of the right of way of any high­
way made a part of the interstate or primary system 
between October 2 1 ,  1965 and January 1 ,  1968; and 

(c) Those signs lawfully erected within six hundred 
and

. 
sixty feet of the nearest edge of the right of way of 

the mterstate system and the primary system on or after 
January 1 ,  1968. 
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(2) Such compensation shall be paid for the 
following: 

(a) The taking from the owner of such sign, display, 
or device of all right, title, leasehold, and interest in 
such sign, display, or device; and 

(b) The taking from the owner of the real property on 
which the sign, display, or device is located, of the right 
to erect and maintain such signs, displays, and devices 
thereon. 

(3) In no event, however, shall compensation be paid 
for the taking or removal of signs adjacent to the inter­
state system and the scenic system which became sub­
ject to removal pursuant to chapter 96, Laws of 196 1  as 
amended by section 55, chapter 3, Laws of 1963 ex. 
sess. prior to May 10, 197 1 .  [ 197 1 ex.s. c 62 § 1 2.] 

47.42.103 Compensation for removal of signs--Ac­
tion to determine amount of compensation--Pay­
ment--State's share. ( 1 )  Compensation as required by 
RCW 47.42. 102 shall be paid to the person or persons 
entitled thereto for the removal of such signs. If no 
agreement is reached on the amount of compensation 
to be paid, the commission may institute an action by 
summons and complaint in the superior court for the 
county in which the sign is located to obtain a determi­
nation of the compensation to be paid. If the owner of 
the sign is unknown and cannot be ascertained after 
diligent efforts to do so, the commission may remove 
the sign upon the payment of compensation only to the 
owner of the real property on which the sign is located. 
Thereafter the owner of such sign may file an action at 
any time within one year after the removal of the sign 
to obtain a determination of the amount of compensa­
tion he should receive for the loss of the sign. If either 
the owner of the sign or the owner of the real property 
on which the sign is located cannot be found within the 
state, service of the summons and complaint on such 
person for the purpose of obtaining a determination of 
the amount of compensation to be paid may be by 
publication in the manner provided by RCW 4.28. 100. 

(2) In  the event compensation is determined by judi­
cial proceedings, the sum so determined shall be paid 
into the registry of the court to be disbursed upon re­
moval of the sign by its owner or by the owner of the 
real property on which the sign is located. If  the 
amount of compensation is agreed upon the commis­
sion may pay the agreed sum into escrow to be released 
upon the removal of the sign by its owner or the owner 
of the real property on which the sign is located. 

(3) The state's share of compensation shall be paid 
from the motor vehicle fund, or if a court having juris­
diction enters a final judgment declaring that motor ve­
hicle funds may not be used, then from the general 
fund. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c, 62 § 1 3 .] 

47.42.104 Compensation for removal of signs-­
Federal share--Acceptance. The commission may ac­
cept any allotment of funds by the United States, or 
any agency thereof, appropriated to carry out the pur­
poses of section 1 3 1  of title 23, United States Code, as 
now or hereafter amended. The commission shall take 
such steps as may be necessary from time to time to 

obtain from the United States, or the appropriate agen­
cy thereof, funds allotted and appropriat�d, pursuant to 
said section 1 3 1 ,  for the purpose of paymg the federal 
share of the just compensation to be paid to sign own­
ers and owners of real property under the terms of sub­
section (g) of said section 1 3 1  and RCW 47.42. 102, 
47.42. 103 and 47.42. 104. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 62 § 14.] 

47.42. 105 Compensation for removal of signs--Re­
moval of signs, displays or devices not required if federal 
share not available. No sign, display, or device shall be 
required to be removed if the federal share of the just 
compensation to be paid upon the removal of such s1gn, 
display, or device is not available to make such pay­
ment. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 62 § 1 5.] 

47.42. 1 10 Agreements to secure federal aid. The 
commission is authorized to enter into agreements (and 
such supplementary agreements as may be necessary) 
consistent with this chapter, with the secretary of com­
merce or the secretary of transportation authorized un­
der section 1 3 l (b) of title 23, United States Code, as 
codified and enacted by Public Law 85-767 and 
amended only by section 1 06, Public Law 86-342, in 
order that the state may become eligible for increased 
federal aid as provided for in section 1 3 1  of title 23, 
United States Code, as codified and enacted by Public 
Law 85-767 and amended only by section 106, Public 
Law 86-342. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 62 § 16 ;  196 1  c 96 § 1 1 .] 

47.42.120 Permits--Fees-Renewal--Permis­
sible acts--Revocation. Notwithstanding any other 
provisions of this chapter, no sign except a sign of type 
1 or 2 or those type 3 signs which advertise activities 
conducted upon the properties where such signs are lo­
cated, shall be erected or maintained without a permit 
issued by the commission. Application for permit shall 
be made to the commission on forms furnished by it, 
which forms shall contain a statement that the owner or 
lessee of the land in question has consented thereto and 
shall be accompanied by a fee of ten dollars to be de­
posited with the state treasurer to the credit of the mo­
tor vehicle fund. Permits shall be for the calendar year 
and shall be renewed annually upon payment of said 
fee for the new year without the filing of a new appli­
cation. Fees shall not be prorated for fractions of the 
year. Advertising copy may be changed at any time 
without the payment of additional fee. Assignment of 
permits in good standing shall be effective only upon 
receipt of written notice of assignment by the highway 
commission. A permit may be revoked after hearing if 
the commission finds that any statement made in the 
application therefor was false or misleading, or that the 
sign covered thereby is not in good general condition 
and in a reasonable state of repair, or is otherwise in 
violation of this chapter, provided that such false or 
misleading information has not been corrected and that 
the sign has not been brought into compliance with this 
chapter within thirty days after written notification 
thereof. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 62 § 1 7 ;  1 96 1  c 96 § 1 2.] 
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47.42.130 Permit identification number-Signs to 
contain number and permittee's name--Presumption 
of noncompliance. Every permit issued by the commis­
sion shall be assigned a separate identification number, 
and it shall be the duty of each permittee to fasten to 
each sign a weatherproof label, not larger than six 
square inches, which shall be furnished by the commis­
sion and on which shall be plainly visible the said per­
mit number. The permittee shall also place his name in 
a conspicuous position on the front or back of each 
sign. The failure of a sign to have affixed thereto such a 
label shall be prima facie evidence that the same is not 
in compliance with the provisions of this chapter. [ 1961  
c 96 § 1 3.] 

47.42.140 Scenic areas designated. The following 
portions of state highways are designated as a part of 
the scenic system: 

( 1 )  State route number 2 beginning at the crossing of 
Woods creek at the east city limits of Monroe, thence in 
an easterly direction by way of Stevens pass to a junc­
tion with state route number 97 in the vicinity of 
Peshastin. 

(2) State route number 7 beginning at a junction with 
state route number 706 at Elbe, thence in a northerly 
direction to a junction with state route number 507 
south of Spanaway. 

(3) State route number 1 1  beginning at the Blanchard 
overcrossing, thence in a northerly direction to the lim­
its of Larabee state park (north line of section 36, 
township 37 north, range 2 east). 

(4) State route number 1 2  beginning at Kosmos 
southeast of Morton, thence in an easterly direction 
across White pass to the Oak Flat junction with state 
route number 4 10  northwest of Yakima. 

(5) State route number 90 beginning at the westerly 
junction with state route number 901 ,  thence in an 
easterly direction by way of North Bend and 
Snoqualmie pass to a junction with state route number 
97 at C1e Elum. 

(6) State route number 97 beginning at a junction 
with state route number 90 at Cle Elum, thence via 
Blewett (Swauk) pass to a junction with state route 
number 2 in the vicinity of Peshastin. 

(7) State route number 1 23 beginning at a junction 
with state route number 1 2  at Ohanapecosh junction in 
the vicinity west of White pass, thence in a northerly 
direction to a junction with state route number 410 at 
Cayuse junction in the vicinity west of Chinook pass. 

(8) State route number 165 beginning at the north­
west entrance to Mount Rainier national park, thence 
in a northerly direction to a junction with state route 
number 162 east of the town of South Prairie. 

(9) State route number 305, beginning at the ferry slip 
at Winslow on Bainbridge Island, thence northwesterly 
by way of Agate Pass bridge to a junction with state 
route number 3 approximately four miles northwest of 
Poulsbo. 

( 1 0) State route number 410 beginning at the crossing 
of Scatter creek approximately six miles east of 
Enumclaw, thence in an easterly direction by way of 
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Chinook pass to a junction of state route number 12 
and state route number 4 10. 

( l  I )  State route number 706 beginning at a junction 
with state route number 7 at Elbe thence in an easterly 
direction to the southwest entrance to Mount Rainier 
national park. [ 1974 1st ex.s. c 1 38 § 4. Prior : 197 1  ex.s. 
c 73 § 28; 197 1  ex.s. c 62 § 1 8 ;  196 1  c 96 § 14. Cf. 1974 
l st ex.s. c 1 54 § 4.] 

47.42. 150 Joint fact finding committee-Stud­
ies--Report. The joint fact finding committee on 
highways, streets and bridges is authorized and directed 
to study the application of the federal standards to the 
regulation of outdoor advertising upon the interstate 
highways within the state of Washington and criteria 
for the establishment of additional scenic areas upon 
any state highway upon which outdoor advertising shall 
be regulated, and report to the 1963 legislature thereon. 
[ 1 96 1 c 96 § 1 5.] 

47.42.900 Severability--1961 c 96. If any provi­
sion of this chapter or its application to any person or 
circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the chap­
ter, or the application of the provision to other persons 
or circumstances is not affected. [ 1 96 1  c 96 § 16.] 

47.42.901 Severability--1963 ex.s. c 3. If any pro­
vision of section 55 of this amendatory act shall be held 
to be invalid or shall be held to invalidate any provision 
of chapter 96, Laws of 1 96 1  (chapter 47.42 RCW), then 
that provision of this amendatory act shall be of no 
force and effect and the provisions of chapter 96, Laws 
of 1961 (chapter 47.42 RCW) shall continue in effect. 
[ 1963 ex.s. c 3 § 56.] 

Reviser's note: " . . .  section 55 of this amendatory act" refers to the 
1963 amendment of RCW 47.42. 100. 

47.42.902 Severability--1971  ex.s. c 62. If any 
provision of this act, or its application to any person or 
circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the act, 
or the application of the provision to other persons or 
circumstances is not affected. [ 1971 ex.s. c 62 § 20.] 

47.42.910 Short title-1961 c 96. This chapter 
shall be known and may be cited as the highway ad­
vertising control act of 196 1 .  [ 196 1  c 96 § 1 7.] 

47.42.91 1  Short title-1971 ex.s. c 62. This act 
may be cited as the " Scenic Vistas Act of 197 1 " .  [ 197 1 
ex.s. c 62 § 19.) 

Chapter 47.44 
FRANCHISES ON STATE HIGHWAYS 

Sections 
47.44.010 

47.44.020 
47.44.030 

47.44.03 1 
47.44.040 
47.44.050 
47.44.060 

Wire and pipe line and tram and railway franchises-­
Application-Notice-Hearing. 

Hearing--Grant of franchise--Conditions. 
Removal of facilities--Notice-Reimbursement of 

owner when national system involved. 
Removal of facilities--Limitation. 
Franchises across joint bridges. 
Permit for short distances. 
Penalty. 
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47.44.070 Franchises to use toll facility property. 
47.44.080 Payment for costs of relocating utilities within right--<Jf-

way of interstate highways-Legislative finding. 
47.44.090 Payment for costs of relocating utilities within right--<Jf-

way of interstate highways-Federal-aid utility relo­
cation fund. 

47.44. 100 Payment for costs of relocating utilities within right--<Jf-
way of interstate highways--Contributions and ad­
vances to fund. 

47.44. 1  10 Payment for costs of relocating utilities within right--<Jf-
way of interstate highways-Use of fund moneys, 
limitations. 

47.44. 120 Payment for costs of relocating utilities within right--<Jf-
way of interstate highways-Application for reim­
bursement under Federal-aid Highway Act of 1958. 

47.44. 130 Payment for costs of relocating utilities within right--<Jf-
way of interstate highways-Transmission of ac­
count moneys to utilities-Disposition of fund mon­
eys if federal program discontinued. 

47.44.140 Payment for costs of relocating utilities within right--<Jf-
way of interstate highways-Severability, 197 1  ex.s. 
c 262-Repayment of contributions in event of 
invalidity. 

47.44.010 Wire and pipe line and tram and railway 
franchises--Application--Notice-Hearing. The 
highway commission shall have the power to grant 
franchises to persons, associations, private or municipal 
corporations, the United States government or any 
agency thereof, to use any state highway for the con­
struction and maintenance of water pipes, flume, gas 
pipes, telephone, telegraph and electric light and power 
lines and conduits, trams or railways, and any struc­
tures or fadlities which are part of an urban public 
transportation system owned or operated by a munici­
pal corporation, agency or department of the state of 
Washington other than the highway commission, and 
any other such facilities. All applications for such fran­
chise shall he made in writing and subscribed by the 
applicant, and shall describe the state highway or por­
tion thereof over which franchise is desired and the na­
ture of the franchise. Upon the filing of any such 
application a time and place for hearing the same shall 
be fixed and a notice thereof shall be given in the 
county or counties in which any portion of the state 
highway upon which such franchise is applied for is lo­
cated, at the expense of the applicant, by posting writ­
ten or printed notices in three public places at the 
county seat of such county or counties for at least 
twenty days before the day fixed for such hearing, and 
by publishing a like notice in three successive weekly 
issues of a newspaper having a general circulation in 
such county or counties, the last publication to be at 
least five days before the day fixed for the hearing; 
which notice shall state the name or names of the ap­
plicant or applicants, a description of the state highway 
or part thereof over which the franchise is applied for, 
and the time and place of such hearing. It shall be the 
duty of the county auditor of the respective counties to 
cause such notices to be posted and published and to 
file proof of such posting and publication with the 
highway commission. 

Sufficient copies of the notice required by this section 
shall be sent directly to the county auditor of the re­
spective counties at least forty-five days prior to the 
date fixed for the hearing. [ 1 967 c 1 08 § 7; 1 963 c 70 § 
I ;  1 96 1  ex.s. c 2 1  § 26; 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.44.01 0. Prior: 

1 943 c 265 § 2; 1 937 c 53 § 83 ; Rem. Supp. 1 943 § 
6400-83.] 

Urban public transportation system defined: RCW 47.04.082. 

47.44.020 Hearing-Grant of franchise---Condi­
tions. The hearing shall be conducted by the highway 
commission or such person as it may designate, and 
may be adjourned from time to time until completed. 
The applicant may be required to produce all facts per­
taining to the franchise, and evidence rna y be taken for 
and against granting it. 

After the hearing, if the commission deems it to be 
for the public interest, it may grant the franchise in 
whole or in part, under such regulations and conditions 
as it may prescribe, with or without compensation, but 
not in excess of the reasonable cost to the commission 
for investigating, handling and granting the franchise. 
The commission may require that the utility and appur­
tenances be so placed on the highway that they will, in 
its opinion, least interfere with other uses of the 
highway. 

The facility shall be made subject to removal when 
necessary for the construction, alteration, repair, or im­
provement of the highway and at the expense of the 
franchise holder, except that the state shall pay the cost 
of such removal whenever the state shall be entitled to 
receive proportionate reimbursement therefor from the 
United States in the cases and in the manner set forth 
in RCW 47.44.030. Renewal upon expiration of a fran­
chise shall be by application and notice posted and 
published, and hearing conducted in the same manner 
as an original application. A person constructing or op­
erating such a utility on a state highway is liable to any 
person injured thereby for any damages incident to the 
work of installation or the continuation of the occu­
pancy of the highway by the utility, and except as pro­
vided above, is liable to the state for all necessary 
expenses incurred in restoring the highway to a perma­
nent suitable condition for travel. No franchise shall be 
granted for a longer period than fifty years, and no ex­
clusive franchise or privilege shall be granted. [ 1 96 1  c 
1 3  § 47.44.020. Prior: 1959 c 330 § I ;  1 937 c 53 § 84; 
RRS § 6400--84.] 

47.44.030 Removal of facilities--Notice--Reim­
bursement of owner when national system involved. If the 
highway commission deems it necessary that such a fa­
cility be removed from the highway for the safety of 
persons traveling thereon or for construction, alteration, 
improvement, or maintenance purposes, it shall give 
notice to the franchise holder to remove the facility at 
his expense and as the highway commission orders : 
Provided, That notwithstanding any contrary provision 
of law or of any existing or future franchise held by a 
public utility, the state highway commission shall pay 
or reimburse the owner for relocation or removal of any 
publicly, privately or cooperatively owned public utility 
facilities when necessitated by the construction, recon­
struction, relocation or improvement of a highway 
which is part of the national system of interstate and 
defense highways for each item of cost for which the 
state shall be entitled to be reimbursed by the United 
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States in an amount equal to at least ninety percent 
thereof under the provisions of section 1 23, federal aid 
highway act of 1 958, and any other subsequent act of 
congress under which the state shall be entitled to be 
reimbursed by the United States in an amount equal to 
at least ninety percent of the cost of relocation of utility 
facilities on said national system of interstate and de­
fense highways. [ 1 96 1 c 1 3  § 47.44.030. Prior: 1 959 c 
330 § 2 ;  1 937 c 53 § 85;  RRS § 6400-85.] 

47.44.031 Removal of facilities-Limitation. The 
provisions of RCW 47.44.030 authorizing the state 
highway commission to pay or reimburse the owner of 
a utility shall apply only to relocation or removal of 
utility facilities required by state construction contracts 
which are advertised for bids by the state highway 
commission after June 30, 1959. [ 1 96 1 c 1 3  § 47.44.03 1 .  
Prior: 1 959 c 330 § 3.] 

47.44.040 Franchises across joint bridges. Whenever 
any bridge shall exist on the route of any state highway 
and crosses any stream, body of water, gulch, navigable 
water, swamp or other topographical formation consti­
tuting the boundary of a county, city or town of this 
state or the boundary of this state and the same is 
owned or operated by this state jointly with any such 
county, city or town or with any municipal corporation 
of this state, or with such other state or with any coun­
ty, city or town of such other state, the highway com­
mission is empowered to join with the proper officials of 
such county, city or town or such municipal corpora­
tion of this state or of such other state or of such coun­
ty, city or town of such other state in granting 
franchises to persons or private or municipal corpora­
tions for the construction and maintenance thereon of 
water pipes, flumes, gas pipes, telephone, telegraph and 
electric light and power lines and conduits, trams and 
railways, and any structures or facilities which are part 
of an urban public transportation system owned or op­
erated by a municipal corporation, agency or depart­
ment of the state of Washington other than the highway 
commission, or any other such facilities. All such fran­
chises shall be granted in the same manner as provided 
for the granting of like franchises on state highways. 
Any revenue accruing to the state of Washington from 
such franchises shall be paid to the state treasurer and 
by him deposited to the credit of the fund from which 
this state' s  share of the cost of joint operation of such 
bridge is paid. [ 1 967 c 1 08 § 8 ;  1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.44.040. 
Prior: 1 937 c 53 § 86; RRS § 6400-86.] 

Urban public transportation system defined: RCW 47.04.082. 

47.44.050 Permit for short distances. The highway 
commission is empowered to grant a permit to con­
struct or maintain on, over, across or along any state 
highway any water, gas, telephone, telegraph, light, 
power or other such facilities when the same does not 
extend along such state highway for a distance greater 
than three hundred feet. The highway commission may 
require such information as i� deems necessary in 

.
the 

application for any s�c� p�nmt �nd :n:ay grant or wtt�­
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granted may be canceled at any time and any facilities 
remaining upon the right of way of such state highway 
after thirty days written notice of such cancellation 
shall be an unlawful obstruction and may be removed 
in the manner provided by law. [ 1 96 1 c 1 3  § 47.44.050. 
Prior: 1 943 c 265 § 3 ;  1 937 c 53 § 87; Rem. Supp. 1 943 
§ 6400-87.] 

47.44.060 Penalty. Any person, firm or corporation 
who shall construct or maintain on, over, across or 
along any state highway any water pipe, flume, gas 
pipe, telegraph, telephone, electric light or power lines, 
or tram or railway, or any other such facilities, without 
having first obtained and having at all times in full 
force and effect a franchise or permit to do so in the 
manner provided by law shall be guilty of a misde­
meanor and each day of violation shall be a separate 
and distinct offense. [ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47.44.060. Prior: 1 943 
c 265 § 1 ;  1 937 c 53 § 82; Rem. Supp. 1 943 § 6400---82.] 

47.44.070 Franchises to use toll facility property. See 
RCW 47.56.256. 

47.44.080 Payment for costs of relocating utilities 
within right-()f-way of interstate highways-Legislative 
finding. The legislature finds that federal regulations 
governing the construction, reconstruction, repair, al­
teration, relocation and improvement of the national 
system of defense and interstate highways, funded in 
large part by funds of the United States, require sub­
stantial removal and relocation of the facilities of local 
utilities. The removal and relocation of these facilities in 
Washington, necessary to serve the national need for 
safe interstate highways, cost millions of dollars. The 
congress, accepting a national interstate highway system 
as a national commitment to be paid for nationally, has 
provided federal funds to pay the great bulk of the 
costs--including the costs of removing and relocating 
utility facilities where payment of such costs is permit­
ted by state law. Thus the cost of utility facility removal 
and relocation was intended to be part of the national 
highway commitment, rather than a burden to the utili­
ty rate payers of this state. 

The legislature further finds that it is in the public 
interest and for a public purpose that utilities owning 
such facilities be paid or reimbursed for the relocation 
and removal costs so that federal moneys might be ob­
tained and Washington tax and utility rate payers pay 
no more than their fair share for the national highway 
program. Receipt of federal funds will benefit utility 
rate payers who make up the public and will not confer 
a significant benefit on utility owners. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 262 
§ 1 .] 

47.44.090 Payment for costs of relocating utilities 
within right-()f-way of interstate highways--Federal­
aid utility relocation fund. There is hereby established in 
the state treasury a special fund, to be known as the 
federal-aid utility relocation fund and to be adminis­
tered by the state highway cornntission in accordance 
with the provisions of RCW 47.44.080 through 47.44-
. 1 40. The special fund is and shall be administered as a 
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separate and special fund of a proprietary nature. There 
shall be appropriate accounts and subaccounts within 
the fund, as required by sound accounting practices, in­
cluding but not limited to individual accounts for each 
of the several utilities making payments to the fund as 
hereinafter provided. The special fund shall not be a 
part of the general fund of the state nor of the state 
motor vehicle fund, and in no event shall any of the 
general fund or the motor vehicle fund be used in con­
nection with RCW 47.44.080 through 47.44. 140. [ 1 97 1 
ex.s. c 262 § 2.] 

47.44.100 Payment for costs of relocating utilities 
within right-of-way of interstate highways-Contribu­
tions and advances to fund. Contributions and advances 
may be made to the federal-aid utility relocation fund 
by publicly, privately or cooperatively owned utilities, 
and shall be credited to individual accounts for those 
utilities. The contributions and advances shall be ac­
cepted on such terms and conditions as are appropriate 
for th.e purposes of carrying out RCW 47.44.080 
through 47.44. 140. All moneys received by the fund 
shall upon receipt become funds of the state, subject, 
however, to the provisions of RCW 47.44.080 through 
47.44. 140. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 262 § 3.] 

47.44.1 10 Payment for costs of relocating utilities 
within right-of-way of interstate highways--Use of 
fund moneys, limitations. Moneys in the federal-aid 
utility relocation fund shall be used as follows: 

( I )  To pay the cost of administering the provisions of 
RCW 47.44.080 through 47.44. 140, which cost shall be 
equitably apportioned among and paid from the indi­
vidual accounts of the participating utilities; 

(2) To pay the costs of relocation and removal of 
utility facilities required by the construction, recon­
struction, repair, alteration, relocation and improve­
ment of interstate highways, notwithstanding any 
contrary provision of law or of any existing or future 
franchise held by any publicly, privately or coopera­
tively owned utility, but subject to the following 
limitations: 

(a) No payment shall be made except in connection 
with the removal and relocation of facilities pursuant to 
highway commission order and except upon the presen­
tation of evidence satisfactory to the state highway 
commission substantiating utility expenditures for re­
moval or relocation; and 

(b) No payment shall be made from the individual 
account of any utility which exceeds the total moneys 
in such individual account. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 262 § 4.] 

47 .44.120 Payment for costs of relocating utilities 
within right-of-way of interstate highways-Applica­
tion for reimbursement under Federal-aid Highway Act 
of 1958. Promptly after the highway commission has 
paid or reimbursed a utility, in accordance with the 
provisions of RCW 47.44.080 through 47.44. 140, for 
costs of the removal or relocation of its facilities located 
on the federal interstate highway system, the highway 
commission shall apply to the United States for reim­
bursement of such removal and relocation costs under 

the provisions of section 1 23, Federal-aid Highway Act 
of 1958. Any funds received as a result of such applica­
tion shall be deposited in the federal-aid utility reloca­
tion fund, and credited to the accounts of individual 
utilities in such amounts as the funds received represent 
and are attributable to federal reimbursement for state 
payments from those individual accounts as provided in 
RCW 47.44.080 through 47.44. 1 40. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 262 § 
5.] 

47.44.130 Payment for costs of relocating utilities 
within right-of-way of interstate highways-Transmis­
sion of account moneys to utilities-Disposition of 
fund moneys if federal program discontinued. All moneys 
in individual accounts shall be transmitted to the par­
ticular utilities within thirty days of their receipt by the 
highway commission. In the event of the discontinuance 
of the federal-aid highway program, any moneys re­
maining in the federal-aid utility relocation fund, after 
all proper payments have been made therefrom, shall be 
paid to the state general fund. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 262 § 6.] 

47.44.140 Payment for costs of relocating utilities 
within right-of-way of interstate highways-Severabil­
ity, 1971 ex.s. c 262-Repayment of contributions in 
event of invalidity. The legislature intends that the pro­
visions of this act shall be nonseverable. If  any provi­
sion of this act, or part thereof, or its application to any 
person or circumstance is held invalid, the entire act 
shall be inoperative. In the event this act should be de­
clared unconstitutional, all contributions and advances 
to the federal-aid utility relocation fund shall be repaid 
to the utilities in proportion to their contributions and 
advances. [ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 262 § 7.] 

Chapter 47.48 
CLOSING HIGHWAYS AND RESTRICTING 

TRAFFIC 
Sections 
47.48.010 Closure authorized-Restricting use of portion of 

highway to urban public transportation system use. 
47.48.020 Notice of closure-Emergency closure. 
47.48.040 Penalty. 

Closure of Camas slough: RCW 88.28.055. 

47.48.010 Closure authorized--Restricting use of 
portion of highway to urban public transportation system 
use. Whenever the condition of any state highway, 
county road or city street, either newly or previously 
constructed, altered, repaired or improved, or any part 
thereof is such that for any reason its use or continued 
use by vehicles or by any class of vehicles will greatly 
damage such state highway, county road or city street 
or will be dangerous to traffic thereon or the same is 
being constructed, altered, repaired, improved or main­
tained in such a manner as to require that such state 
highway, county road or city street or any portion 
thereof be closed to travel by all vehicles or by any 
class of vehicles for any period of time, the highway 
commission if it be a state highway, the county com­
missioners if it be a county road, or the governing body 
of any city or town if it be a city street, is authorized to 
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close such state highway, county road or city street, as 
the case may be, to travel by all vehicles or by any class 
of vehicles for such a definite period as they shall de­
termine: Provided, That nothing in the law of this state 
shall prevent the highway commission, county commis­
sioners, or governing body of any city or town from 
classifying vehicles according to gross weight, axle 
weight, height, width, length, braking area, perfor­
mance, or tire equipment for the purposes of this sec­
tion, or from restricting the use of any portion of any 
public highway within the jurisdiction and control of 
any such commission or governing body to its use by 
an urban public transportation system. [ 1967 c 1 08 § 9; 
l 96 I  c 1 3  § 47.48.0 10. Prior: 1937 c 53 § 65 ; RRS § 
6400-65 ; prior: 1 929 c 2 I4 § I ;  I 927 c 232 § I ;  I 92 I  c 
2 I  § I ;  RRS § 6839.] 

Urban public transportation system defined: RCW 47.04.082. 

47.48.020 Notice of closure-Emergency closure. 
Before any state highway, county road or city street is 
closed to all vehicles or any class of vehicles, a notice of 
the date on and after which the state highway, county 
road or city street or any part thereof shall be closed 
and the definite period of such closing and whether it 
shall be closed to all vehicles or to vehicles of a partic­
ular class or classes shall be published in one issue of a 
newspaper of general circulation in the county or city 
or town in which such state highway, county road or 
city street or any portion thereof to be closed is located; 
and a like notice shall be posted on or prior to the date 
of publication of such notice in a conspicuous place at 
each end of the state highway, county road or city 
street or portion thereof to be closed: Provided, That no 
such state highway, county road or city street or portion 
thereof shall be closed sooner than three days after the 
publication and the posting of the notice herein provid­
ed for: Provided, however, That in cases of emergency 
the proper officers may, without publication or delay, 
close state highways, county roads and city streets tem­
porarily by posting notices at each end of the closed 
portion thereof and at all intersecting state highways if 
the closing be of a portion of a state highway, at all in­
tersecting state highways and county roads if the clos­
ing be a portion of a county road, and at all intersecting 
city streets if the closing be of a city street. In all emer­
gency cases, as herein provided, the orders of the prop­
er authorities shall be immediately effective. [ 196 I  c 1 3  
§ 47.48.020. Prior: 1 937 c 5 3  § 66, part; RRS § 6400-66 
part; prior: 1 92 1  c 2 1  § 2, part; RRS § 6840, part. For­
merly RCW 47.48.020 and 47.48.030.] 

47.48.040 Penalty. When any state highway, county 
road or city street or portion thereof shall have been 
closed, as by law provided, any person, firm or corpo­
ration disregarding such closing and using such state 
highway, county road or city street or portion thereof 
with any vehicle or any class of vehicle, as the case may 
be, to which said state highway, county road or city 
street or portion thereof is closed by any notice or 
emergency notice, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and shall in addition to any penalty for violation of the 
provisions of this section, be liable in any civil action 
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instituted in the name of the state of Washington or the 
county or city or town having jurisdiction for any dam­
ages occasioned to such state highway, county road, or 
city street, as the case may be, as the result of disre­
garding such dosing and using such state highway, 
county road, or city street, or portion thereof with any 
vehicle or any class of vehicle to which the same is 
closed. [ 1 96 1 c 1 3  § 47.48.040. Prior: 1 937 c 53 § 67; 
RRS § 6400-67; prior: 1 92 1  c 2 I  § 3; RRS § 684 1 .] 
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Speed limits on limited access facilities: RCW 46.61.430. 

47.52.001 Declaration of policy. Unrestricted access 
to and from public highways has resulted in congestion 
and peril for the traveler. It has caused undue slowing 
of all traffic in many areas. The investment of the pub­
lic in highway facilities has been impaired and highway 
facilities costing vast sums of money will have to be re­
located and reconstructed. It is the declared policy of 
this state to limit access to the highway facilities of this 
state in the interest of highway safety and for the pres­
ervation of the investment of the public in such facili­
ties. [ 1 96 1 c 1 3  § 47.52.001 .  Prior: 195 1  c 167 § 1 .] 

47.52.010 "Limited access facility" defined. For the 
purposes of this chapter, a "limited access facility" is 
defined as a highway or street especially designed or 
designated for through traffic, and over, from, or to 
which owners or occupants of abutting land, or other 
persons, have no right or easement, or only a limited 
right or easement of access, light, air, or view by reason 
of the fact that their property abuts upon such limited 
access facility, or for any other reason to accomplish 
the purpose of a limited access facility. Such highways 
or streets may be parkways, from which vehicles form­
ing part of an urban public transportation system, 
trucks, buses, or other commercial vehicles may be ex­
cluded; or they may be freeways open to use by all 
customary forms of street and highway traffic, including 
vehicles forming a part of an urban public transporta­
tion system. [ 1 967 c 1 08 § 10 ;  1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.52.0 10. 
Prior: 1 95 1  c 1 67 § 2; 1 947 c 202 § 1 ;  Rem. Supp. 1 947 
§ 6402-60.] 

Urban public transportation system defined: RCW 47.04.082. 

47.52.011 "Existing highway" defined. For the pur­
poses of this chapter, the term • ;existing highway" shall 
include all highways, roads and streets duly established, 
constructed, and in use. It shall not include new high­
ways, roads or streets, or relocated highways, roads or 
streets, or portions of existing highways, roads or streets 
which are relocated. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.52.0 1 1 .  Prior: 195 1  
c 167 § 3.)  

47.52.020 Powers of highway authorities--State 
facility, county road crossings. The highway authorities 
of the state, counties, and incorporated cities and 
towns, acting alone or in cooperation with each other, 
or with any federal, state, or local agency, or any other 
state having authority to participate in the construction 
and maintenance of highways, may plan, designate, es­
tablish, regulate, vacate, alter, improve, construct, 
maintain, and provide limited access facilities for public 
use wherever such authority or authorities are of the 
opinion that traffic conditions, present or future, will 
justify such special facilities : Provided, That upon 
county roads within counties, such state or county au­
thorities shall be subject to the consent of the board of 
county commissioners, except that where a state limited 
access facility crosses a county road the state highway 
commission may, without the consent of the board of 

county commissioners, close off such county . �oad so 
that it will not intersect such limited access facthty. 

The state highway commission may, in constructing 
or relocating any state highway, cross any county road 
at grade without obtaining the consent of the board of 
county commissioners, and in so doing may revise the 
alignment of such county road to the extent that the 
state highway commission finds necessary for reasons of 
traffic safety or practical engineering considerations. 
[ 196 1  c 1 3  § 47.52.020. Prior: 1 957 c 235 § 2; prior: 
1 953 c 30 § 1 ;  1 95 1  c 1 67 § 4; 1 947 c 202 § 2, part; 
Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6402-6 1 ,  part.] 

47.52.025 Additional powers-May control use of 
limited access facilities-Reservation of facility, lanes 
or ramps for public transportation vehicles, etc. Highway 
authorities of the state, counties, and incorporat,ed cities 
and towns, in addition to the specific powers granted in 
this chapter, shall also have, and may exercise, relative 
to limited access facilities, any and all additional au­
thority, now or hereafter vested in them relative to 
highways or streets within their respective jurisdictions, 
and may regulate, restrict, or prohibit the use of such 
limited access facilities by various classes of vehicles or 
traffic. Such highway authorities may reserve any limit­
ed access facility or portions thereof, including desig­
nated lanes or ramps for the exclusive or preferential 
use of public transportation vehicles, privately owned 
buses, or private motor vehicles carrying not less than a 
specified number of passengers when such limitation 
will increase the efficient utilization of the highway fa­
cility or will aid in the conservation of energy resources. 
Regulations authorizing such exclusive or preferential 
use of a highway facility may be declared to be effective 
at all time or at specified times of day or on specified 
days. [ 1 974 1 st ex.s. c 1 33 § 1 ;  1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.52.025. 
Prior: 1 957 c 235 § 3 ;  prior: 1 95 1  c 1 67 § 5; 1 947 c 202 
§ 2, part; Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 6402-61 ,  part.] 

47.52.026 Regulations--Control of vehicles enter­
ing limited access highways-Closure, metering or re­
strictions as to highway ramps-Notice. ( 1 )  The state 
highway commission may adopt regulations for the 
control of vehicles entering any state limited access 
highway as it deems necessary (a) for the efficient or 
safe flow of traffic traveling upon any part of the high­
way or connections therewith or (b) to avoid exceeding 
federal, state, or regional air pollution standards either 
along the highway corridor or within an urban area 
served by the highway. 

(2) Regulations adopted by the highway commission 
pursuant to subsection ( 1 )  of this section may provide 
for the closure of highway ramps or the metering of ve­
hicles entering highway ramps or the restriction of cer­
tain classes of vehicles entering highway ramps 
(including vehicles with less than a specified number of 
passengers), and any such restrictions may vary at dif­
ferent times as necessary to achieve the purposes men­
tioned in subsection ( 1 )  of this section. 

(3) Restrictions of vehicles authorized by regulations 
adopted pursuant to this section shall be effective when 
proper notice thereof is given by any police officer or by 
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appropriate signals, signs, or other traffic control de­
vices. [ 1 974 1 st ex.s. c 1 33 § 3.] 

47.52.027 Standards and rules relating to national 
interstate and defense highways--Construction, main­
tenance, access. The state highway commission may 
adopt design standards, rules and regulations relating to 
construction, maintenance and control of access of the 
national system of interstate and defense highways 
within this state as it deems advisable to properly con­
trol access thereto, to preserve the traffic-carrying ca­
pacity of such highways, and to provide the maximum 
degree of safety to users thereof. In adopting such 
standards, rules and regulations the commission shall 
take into account the policies, rules and regulations of 
the secretary of commerce and the bureau of public 
roads relating to the construction, maintenance and op­
eration of the system of interstate and defense high­
ways. The standards, rules and regulations so adopted 
by the commission shaH constitute the public policy of 
this state and shall have the force and effect of law. 
[ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47.52.027. Prior : 1959 c 3 1 9  § 35.] 

Nonmotorized traffic may be prohibited: RCW 46.61. 160. 

47.52.040 Design of facility--Ingress and egress 
restricted--Closure of intersecting roads. The highway 
authorities of the state, counties and incorporated cities 
and towns may so design any limited access facility and 
so regulate, restrict, or prohibit access as to best serve 
the traffic for which such facility is intended; and the 
determination of design by such authority shall be con­
clusive and final. In this connection such highway au­
thorities may divide and separate any limited access 
facility into separate roadways by the construction of 
raised curbings, central dividing sections, or other 
physical separations, or by designating such separate 
roadways by signs, markers, stripes, and the proper lane 
for such traffic by appropriate signs, markers, stripes 
and other devices. No person shall have any right of 
ingress or egress to, from, or across limited access facil­
ities to or from abutting lands, except at designated 
points at which access may be permitted by the high­
way authorities upon such terms and conditions as may 
be specified from time to time: Provided, That any in­
tersecting streets, roads or highways, not made a part of 
such facility, shall be deemed closed at the right of way 
line by the designation and construction of said facility 
and without the consent of any other party or the ne­
cessity of any other legal proceeding for such closing, 
notwithstanding any laws to the contrary. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 
47.52.040. Prior: 1 955 c 75 § 1 ;  1947 c 202 § 3 ;  Rem. 
Supp. 1 947 § 6402-62.] 

47.52.041 Closure of intersecting roads--Rights of 
abutters. No person, firm or corporation, private or 
municipal, shall have any claim against the state, city or 
county by reason of the closing of such streets, roads or 
highways as long as access still exists or is provided to 
such property abutting upon the closed streets, roads or 
highways. Circuity of travel shall not be a compensable 
item of damage. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.52.041 .  Prior: 1955 c 75 
§ 2.] 
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47.52.042 Closure of intersecting roads--Other 
provisions of chapter not affected. RCW 47.52.040 and 
47.52.04 1 shall not be construed to affe·ct provisions for 
establishment, notice, hearing and court review of any 
decision establishing a limited access facility on an ex­
isting highway pursuant to chapter 47.52. [ 1 96 1  c 13 § 
47.52.042. Prior: 1 955 c 75 § 3.] 

47.52.050 Acquisition of property for facility. ( 1 )  For 
the purpose of this chapter the highway authorities of 
the state, counties and incorporated cities and towns, 
respectively, or in cooperation one with the other, may 
acquire private or public property and property rights 
for limited access facilities and service roads, including 
rights of access, air, view and light, by gift, devise, pur­
chase, or condemnation, in the same manner as such 
authorities are now or hereafter may be authorized by 
law to acquire property or property rights in connection 
with highways and streets within their respective juris­
dictions. Except as otherwise provided in subsection (2) 
of this section all property rights acquired under the 
provisions of this chapter shall be in fee simple. In the 
acquisition of property or property rights for any limit­
ed access facility or portion thereof, or for any service 
road in connection therewith, the state, county, incor­
porated city and town authority may, in its discretion, 
acquire an entire lot, block or tract of land, if by so 
doing the interest of the public will be best served, even 
though said entire lot, block or tract is not immediately 
needed for the limited access facility. 

(2) The highway authorities of the state, counties, and 
incorporated cities and towns may acquire by gift, de­
vise, purchase, or condemnation a three dimensional air 
space corridor in fee simple over or below the surface of 
the ground, together with such other property in fee 
simple and other property rights as are needed for the 
construction and operation of a limited access highway 
facility, but only if the acquiring authority finds that the 
proposal will not: 

(a) impair traffic safety on the highway or interfere 
with the free flow of traffic ; or 

(b) permit occupancy or use of the air space above or 
below the highway which is hazardous to the operation 
of the highway. [ 197 1 ex.s. c 39 § 1 ;  1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.52-
.050. Prior : 1947 c 202 § 4 ;  Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 
6402-63.] 

Award of costs in air space corridor acquisitions: RCW 8.25.073. 

47.52.060 Court process to be expedited. Court pro­
ceedings necessary to acquire property or property 
rights for purposes of this chapter shall take precedence 
over all other causes not involving the public interest in 
all courts to the end that the provision for limited ac­
cess facilities may be expedited. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.52.060. 
Prior: 1947 c 202 § 5; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6402-64.] 

47.52.070 Establishment of facility-Grade separa­
tion--Service roads. The designation or establishment 
?f a  limited access facility shall, by the authority mak­
mg the designation or establishment, be entered upon 
the records or minutes of such authority in the custom­
ary manner for the keeping of such records or minutes. 
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The state, counties and incorporated cities and towns 
may provide for the elimination of intersections at 
grade of limited access facilities with existing state or 
county roads, and with city or town streets, by grade 
separation or service road, or by closing off such roads 
and streets at the right of way boundary line of such 
limited access facility; and after the establishment of 
any such facility, no highway or street which is not part 
of said facility, shall intersect the same at grade. No city 
or town street, county road, or state highway, or any 
other public or private way, shall be opened into or 
connect with any such limited access facility without 
the �onsent and previous approval of the highway au­
thonty of the state, county, incorporated city or town 
having jurisdiction over such limited access facility. 
Such consent and approval shall be given only if the 
public interest shall be served thereby. [ 1 961  c 1 3  § 47-
.52.070. Prior: 195 1  c 167 § 10;  1947 c 202 § 6;  Rem. 
Supp. 1 947 § 6402-65.] 

47.52.080 Abutter's right of access protected-­
Compensation. No existing public highway, road or 
street shall be constructed as a limited access facility 
except upon the waiver, purchase, or condemnation of 
the abutting owner's right of access thereto as herein 
provided. In cases involving existing highways, if the 
abutting property is used for business at the time the 
notice is given as provided in RCW 47.52.072, the own­
er of such property shall be entitled to compensation 
for the loss of adequate ingress to or egress from such 
property as business property in its existing condition at 
the time of the notice provided in RCW 47.52.072 as for 
the taking or damaging of property for public use. [ 1 96 I 
c 1 3  § 47.52.080. Prior: 1 955 c 54 § 2 ;  195 1  c 167 § 1 1 ; 
1947 c 202 § 7 ;  Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6402-66.] 

Reviser's note: RCW 47.52.072 was repealed by l%5 ex.s. c 75 § 7. 

47.52.090 Cooperative agreements--Provision for 
urban public transportation systems-Title to facili­
ty--Traffic regulations-Underground utilities and 
overcrossings--Passenger transportation-Storm 
sewers--City street crossings. The highway authorities 
of the state, counties, incorporated cities and towns, 
and municipal corporations owning or operating an ur­
ban public transportation system are authorized to en­
ter into agreements with each other, or with the federal 
government, respecting the financing, planning, estab­
lishment, improvement, construction, maintenance, use, 
regulation, or vacation of limited access facilities in 
their respective jurisdictions to facilitate the purposes of 
this chapter. Any such agreement may provide for the 
exclusive or nonexclusive use of a portion of such facil­
ity by street cars, trains or other vehicles forming a part 
of an urban public transportation system and for the 
erection, construction and maintenance thereon of 
structures and faci

_
lities of �uch a system including fa­

cilities for the receipt and discharge of passengers : Pro­
vided, That within incorporated cities and towns the 
title to such limited access facility, after purchase and 
construction by the state alone, shall vest in the state, 
and the Washington state highway commission shall 

exercise full jurisdiction, responsibility and control to, 
and over, such facilities : Provided, further, That: 

( 1 )  Cities and towns shall regulate all traffic restric­
tions on such facilities except as provided in RCW 46-
.6 1 .430 and all regulations adopted shall be subject to 
approval of the state highway commission before be­
coming effective. Nothing herein shall preclude the state 
patrol, any county, or city or town from enforcing any 
traffic regulations and restrictions prescribed by state 
law, county resolution, or municipal ordinance. 

(2) The city or town or franchise holder shall at its 
own expense maintain its underground facilities be­
neath the surface across the highway and shall have the 
right to construct such additional facilities underground 
or beneath the surface of the facility or necessary over­
crossings of power lines and other utilities as may be 
necessary insofar as such facilities do not interfere with 
the use of the right of way for limited access highway 
purposes, and the city or town shall have the right to 
maintain any municipal utility and the right to open the 
surface of such highway, and the construction, mainte­
nance until permanent repair is made, and permanent 
repair of such facilities shall be done in a time and 
manner authorized by permit to be issued by the state 
highway commission or its authorized representative, 
except to meet emergency conditions for which no per­
mit will be required, but any damage occasioned there­
by shall promptly be repaired by the city or town itself, 
or at its direction. Where a city or town is required to 
relocate overhead facilities within the corporate limits 
of a city or town as a result of the construction of a 
limited access facility, the cost of such relocation shall 
be paid by the state. 

(3) Cities and towns shall have the right to grant util­
ity franchises crossing the facility underground and be­
neath its surface insofar as such franchises are not 
inconsistent with the use of the right of way for limited 
access facility purposes : Provided, That such franchises 
are not in conflict with state laws: Provided further, 
That the state highway commission shall be authorized 
to enforce, in an action brought in the name of the 
state, any condition of any franchise which a city or 
town shall have granted: And provided further, That no 
franchise for transportation of passengers in motor ve­
hicles shall be granted on such highways without the 
approval of the state highway commission, except cities 
and towns shall not be required to obtain a franchise 
for the operation of municipal vehicles or vehicles op­
erating under franchises from the city or town operating 
within the corporate limits of a city or town and within 
a radius not to exceed eight miles outside of such cor­
porate limits for public transportation on such facilities, 
but such vehicles may not stop on the limited access 
portion of such facility to receive or to discharge pas­
sengers unless appropriate special lanes or deceleration, 
stopping and acceleration space is provided for such 
vehicles. 

Every franchise or permit granted any person by a 
city or town for use of any portion of a limited access 
facility shall require the grantee or permittee to restore, 
permanently repair and replace to its original condition 
any portion of the highway damaged or injured by it. 
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Except to meet emergency conditions, the construction 
and permanent repair of any limited access facility by 
the grantee of a franchise shall be in a time and manner 
authorized by permit to be issued by the state highway 
commission, or its authorized representative. 

(4) The state highway commission shall have the right 
to utilize all storm sewers which are adequate and 
available for the additional quantity of run-off pro­
posed to be passed through such storm sewers. 

(5) The construction and maintenance of city streets 
over and under crossings and surface intersections of 
the limited access facility shall be in accordance with 
the governing policy entered into between the state 
highway commission and the association of Washington 
cities on June 2 1 ,  1956, or as such policy may be 
amended by agreement between the Washington state 
highway commission and the association of Washington 
cities. [ 1 967 c 108 § I I ; I 96 I  c 1 3  § 47.52.090. Prior : 
1957 c 235 § 4; 1947 c 202 § 8; Rem. Supp. I 947 § 
6402-67.) 

Urban public transportation system defined: RCW 47.04.082. 

47.52. 100 Existing roads and streets as service roads. 
In  connection with the development of any limited ac­
cess facility the state, county or incorporated city or 
town highway authorities are authorized to plan, desig­
nate, establish, use, regulate, alter, improve, construct, 
maintain and vacate local service roads and streets, or 
to designate as local service roads and streets any exist­
ing road or street, and to exercise jurisdiction over 
service roads in the same manner as is authorized for 
limited access facilities under the terms of this chapter. 
If, in their opinion such local service roads and streets 
are necessary or desirable, such local service roads or 
streets shall be separated from the limited access facility 
by such means or devices designated as necessary or 
desirable by the proper authority. [ 1 96 I  c I 3  § 47.52-
. 1 00. Prior : 1 947 c 202 § 9; Rem. Supp. 1 947 § 
6402-68.) 

47.52.105 Acquisition and construction to preserve 
limited access or reduce compensation. Whenever, in the 
opinion of the Washington state highway commission, 
frontage or service roads in connection with limited ac­
cess facilities, are not feasible either from an engineer­
ing or economic standpoint, the highway commission 
may acquire private or public property by purchase or 
condemnation and construct any road, street or high­
way thereon connecting to or leading into any other 
road, street or highway, when by so doing, it will pre­
serve a limited access facility or reduce compensation 
required to be paid to an owner by reason of reduction 
in or loss of access. The commission shall provide by 
agreement with a majority of the board of county com­
missioners or city governing body of the county or city 
concerned as to location, future maintenance and con­
trol of any road, street or highway to be so constructed. 
Such road, street or highway need not be made a part 
of said state highway system or connected thereto, but 
may upon completion by the state be turned over to the 
county or city, as the case may be, for location, main­
tenance and control pursuant to the agreement as part 
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of said system of such county roads or city streets. 
[ 1 967 c 1 1 7 § 1 ;  196 1  c 13 § 47.52. 105 .  Prior: 1955 c 63 
§ 1 .) 

47.52.1 10 Marking of facility with signs. After the 
opening of any new and additional limited access high­
way facility, or after the designation and establishment 
of any existing street or highway, as included the par­
ticular highways and streets or those portions thereof 
designated and established, shall be physically marked 
and indicated as follows: By the erection and mainte­
nance of such signs as in the opinion of the respective 
authorities may be deemed proper, indicating to drivers 
of vehicles that they are entering a limited access area 
and that they are leaving a limited access area. [ 1961 c 
1 3  § 47 .52. 1 10. Prior: 1947 c 202 § 1 0; Rem. Supp. 1947 
§ 6402-69.] 

47.52.120 Violations specified--Penalty. After the 
opening of any limited access highway facility, it shall 
be unlawful for any person ( 1 )  to drive a vehicle over, 
upon, or across any curb, central dividing section or 
other separation or dividing line on limited access facil­
ities; (2) to make a left turn or semicircular or U-turn 
except through an opening provided for that purpose in 
the dividing curb section, separation or line; (3) to drive 
any vehicle except in the proper lane provided for that 
purpose and in the proper direction and to the right of 
the central dividing curb, separation section, or line; (4) 
to drive any vehicle into the limited access facility from 
a local service road except through an opening provided 
for that purpose in the dividing curb, or dividing sec­
tion or dividing line which separates such service road 
from the limited access facility proper; (5) to stop or 
park any vehicle or equipment within the right of way 
of such facility, including the shoulders thereof, except 
at points specially provided therefor, and to make only 
such use of such specially provided stopping or parking 
points as is permitted by the designation thereof: Pro­
vided, That this subsection shall not apply to authorized 
emergency vehicles, law enforcement vehicles, or to ve­
hicles stopped for emergency causes or equipment fail­
ures; (6) to travel to or from such facility at any point 
other than a point designated by the establishing au­
thority as an approach to said facility or to use an ap­
proach to such facility for any use in excess of that 
specified by the establishing authority. Any person who 
violates any of the provisions of this section shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor and upon arrest and convic­
tion therefor shall be punished by a fine of not less than 
five dollars nor more than one hundred dollars, or by 
imprisonment in the city or county jail for not less than 
five days nor more than ninety days, or by both fine 
and imprisonment. Nothing contained herein shall pre­
vent the highway authority from proceeding to enforce 
the prohibitions or limitations of access to such facilities 
by injunction or as otherwise provided by law. [ 1 96 1  c 
1 3  § 47.52. 1 20. Prior: 1959 c 167 § I ;  1947 c 202 § I I ; 
Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6402-70.] 
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47.52.121 Prior determinations validated. Any deter­
minations of an authority establishing a limited access 
facility subsequent to March 19, 1 947, and prior to 
March 1 6, 1 95 1 ,  in connection with new highways, 
roads or streets, or relocated highways, roads or streets, 
or portions of existing highways, roads or streets which 
are relocated, and all acquirements of property or ac­
cess rights in connection therewith are hereby validated, 
ratified, approved and confirmed, notwithstanding any 
lack of power (other than constitutional) of such au­
thority, and notwithstanding any defects or irregulari­
ties (other than constitutional) in such proceedings. 
[ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.52. 1 2 1 .  Prior : 1 95 1  c 1 67 § 1 2.] 

47.52.131 Establishment of facility by state-Con­
sideration of data--Report to local authorities-­
Conferences-Proposed plan. When the state highway 
commission is planning a limited access facility through 
a county or an incorporated city or town, the commis­
sion, or its staff, prior to any hearing hereinafter pro­
vided, shall give careful consideration to available data 
as to the county or city's comprehensive plan, land use 
pattern, present and potential traffic volume of county 
roads and city streets crossing the proposed facility, or­
igin and destination traffic surveys, existing utilities, the 
physical appearance the facility will present, and other 
pertinent surveys, and shall submit to the county and 
city officials for study a report showing how these fac­
tors have been taken into account and how the pro­
posed plan for a limited access facility will serve public 
convenience and necessity, together with the locations 
and access and egress plans, and over and under cross­
ings under consideration. Such report shall show the 
proposed approximate right of way limits and profile of 
the facility with relation to the existing grade and shall 
discuss in a general manner plans for landscaping 
treatment, fencing, and illumination, and shall include 
sketches of typical roadway sections for the roadway it­
self and any necessary structures such as viaducts or 
bridges, subways, or tunnels. 

Conferences shall be held on the merits of this state 
report and plans, and any proposed modification or al­
ternate proposal of the county, city or town in order to 
attempt to reach an agreement between the state high­
way commission and the county or city officials. As a 
result of the conference, the proposed plan, together 
with any modifications thereof, shall be prepared by the 
state highway commission and presented to the county 
or city for inspection and study. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 75 § 1 .] 

47.52.133 Establishment of facility--Public hear­
ing-Notices. The highway authorities of the state, 
counties, and incorporated cities and towns, prior to the 
establishment of any limited access facility, shall hold a 
public hearing within the county, city or town wherein 
the limited access facility is to be established, to deter­
mine the desirability of the plan proposed by such au­
thority. Notice of such hearing shall be given to the 
owners of property abutting the section of any existing 
highway, road or street being established as a limited 
access facility, as indicated in the tax rolls of the coun­
ty, and in the case of a state limited access facility, to 

the county and/or city or town. Such notice sha�l be by 
United States mail in writing, setting forth a time for 
the hearing, which time shall be not less than fifteen 
days after mailing of such notice. Notice of such hear­
ing also shall be given by publication to be not less than 
fifteen days prior to such hearing in one or more �ews­
papers of general circulation within the county, c1ty or 
town. Such notice by publication shall be deemed suffi­
cient as to any owner or reputed owner or any un­
known owner or owner who cannot be located. Such 
notice shall indicate a suitable location where plans for 
such proposal may be inspected. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 75 § 2.] 

47.52. 135 Hearing procedure. At the hearing any 
representative of the county, city or town, or any other 
person may appear and be heard even though such of­
ficial or person is not an abutting property owner. Such 
hearing shall be conducted in such a manner as to 
comply with the requirements of section 1 16(c) of the 
Federal Aid Highway Act of 1 956 or any act supple­
mental thereto or amendatory thereof. The members of 
such authority shall preside, or may designate some 
suitable person to preside as examiner. All testimony or 
statements given at such hearing shall be taken down 
by a stenographer under oath, as in superior courts. The 
authority shall introduce by competent evidence a sum­
mary of the proposal for the establishment of a limited 
access facility and any evidence that supports the 
adoption of the plan as being in the public interest. At 
the conclusion of such evidence, any person ·entitled to 
notice who has entered a written appearance shall be 
deemed a party to this hearing for purposes of this 
chapter and may thereafter introduce, either in person 
or by counsel, evidence and statements or counterpro­
posals bearing upon the reasonableness of the proposal. 
Any such evidence and statements or counterproposals 
shall receive reasonable consideration by the authority 
before any proposal is adopted. Such evidence must be 
material to the issue before the authority and shall be 
presented in an orderly manner. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 75 § 3.] 

47.52.137 Adoption of plan--Service of findings 
and order--Resume to be published-Finality-­
Review. Following the conclusion of such hearing the 
authority shall adopt a plan with such modifications, if 
any, it deems proper and necessary. Its findings and or­
der shall be in writing and copies thereof shall be 
served by United States mail upon all persons having 
entered a written appearance at such hearing, and in 
the case of a state limited access facility, the county 
commissioners of the county affected and the mayor of 
the city or town affected. The authority shall also cause 
a resume of such plan to be published once each week 
for two weeks in one or more newspapers of general 
circulation within such county, city or town beginning 
not less than ten days after the mailing of such findings 
and order. Such determination by the authority shall 
become final within thirty days after such mailing un­
less a review is taken as hereinafter provided. In case of 
an appeal, the order shall be final as to all parties not 
appealing. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 75 § 4.] 
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47.52.139 Approval by county, city or town upon re­
ceipt of findings and order--Disapproval, request for 
review. Upon receipt of the findings and order adopting 
a plan, the county, city or town may notify the state 
highway commission of its approval of such plan in 
writing, in which event such plan shall be final. 

In the event that a county, city or town does not ap­
prove the plan, the county, city or town shall file its 
disapproval in writing with the state highway commis­
sion within thirty days after the mailing thereof to such 
mayor or county commissioner. Along with the written 
disapproval shall be filed a written request for a hearing 
before a board of review, hereinafter referred to as the 
board. The request for hearing shall set forth the por­
tions of the plan of the state highway commission to 
which the county, city or town objects, and shall in­
clude every issue to be considered by the board. The 
hearing before a board of review shall be governed by 
RCW 47.52. 1 50 through 47.52. 190. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 75 § 5.] 

47.52.150 State facility through city or town-­
Board of review, composition and appointment. Upon re­
quest for a hearing before the board by any county, city 
or town, a board consisting of five members shall be 
appointed as follows: The mayor or the county com­
missioners, as the case may be shall appoint two mem­
bers of the board, of which one shall be a duly elected 
official of the city, county or legislative district, except 
that of the legislative body of the county, city or town 
requesting the hearing, subject to confirmation by the 
legislative body of the city or town; the state highway 
commission shall appoint two members of the board 
who shall not be members of such commission; and one 
member shall be selected by the four members thus ap­
pointed. Such fifth member shall be a licensed civil en­
gineer or a recognized professional city or town 
planner, who shall be chairman of the board. In the 
case both the county and an included city or town re­
quest a hearing, the board shall consist of nine mem­
bers appointed as follows: The mayor and the county 
commission shall each appoint two members from the 
elective officials of their respective jurisdictions and of 
the four thus selected no more than two thereof may be 
members of a legislative body of the county, city or 
town. The state highway commission shall appoint four 
members of the board who shall not be members of 
such commission. One member shall be selected by the 
members thus selected and such ninth member shall be 
a licensed civil engineer or a recognized city or town 
planner who shall be chairman of the board. Such 
boards as are provided by this section shall be appoint­
ed within thirty days after the next meeting of the state 
highway commission immediately following the receipt 
of such a request by the commission. In the event the 
state highway commission or a county, city or town 
shall not appoint members of the board or members 
thus appointed fail to appoint a fifth or ninth member 
of the board, as the case may be, either the state high­
way commission or the county, city or town may apply 
to the superior court of the county in which the county, 
city or town is situated to appoint the member or 
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members of the board in accordance with the provi­
sions of this chapter. [ 1963 c 103 § 3 ;  196 1  c 13 § 47-
.52. 1 50. Prior : 1959 c 242 § 3 ;  1 957 c 235 § 7.] 

47.52. 160 State facility through city or town-­
Hearing--Notice-Evidence-Determination of 
issues. The board shall fix a reasonable time not more 
than thirty days after the date of their appointment and 
shall indicate the time and place for the hearing, and 
shall give notice thereof to the county, city or town and 
to the state highway commission. At the time and place 
fixed for the hearing, the state and the county, the city 
or town shall present all of their evidence with respect 
to the objections set forth in the request for the hearing 
before the board, and if either the state, the county or 
the city or town fails to do so, the board may determine 
the issues upon such evidence as may be presented to it 
at said hearing. [ 1 963 c 103 § 4;  1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.52. 160. 
Prior: 1957 c 235 § 8.] 

47.52.170 State facility through city or town-­
Hearing--Procedure. No witness's testimony shall be 
received unless he shall have been duly sworn, and the 
board may cause all oral testimony to be stenographi­
cally reported. Members of the board, its duly author­
ized representatives, and all persons duly commissioned 
by it for the purpose of taking depositions, shall have 
power to administer oaths; to preserve and enforce or­
der during such hearings; to issue subpoenas for, and to 
compel the attendance and testimony of witnesses, or 
the production of books, papers, documents and other 
evidence, or the taking of depositions before any desig­
nated individual competent to administer oaths, and it 
shall be their duty so to do; to examine witnesses; and 
to do all things conformable to law which may be nec­
essary to enable them, or any of them, effectively to 
discharge the duties of their office. [ I  96 I c 1 3  § 47.52-
. 1 70. Prior: I 957 c 235 § 9.] 

47.52. 180 State facility through city or town-­
Hearing--Findings of board. At the conclusion of 
such hearing, the board shall consider the evidence 
taken and shall make specific findings with respect to 
the objections and issues within thirty days after the 
hearing, which findings shall approve, disapprove or 
modify the proposed plan of the state highway commis­
sion. Such findings shall be final and binding upon both 
parties. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47 .52. 1 80. Prior: 1 957 c 235 § 10.] 

47.52. 190 State facility through city or town-­
Hearing--Assistants-Costs--Reporter. The 
board shall employ such assistance and clerical help as 
is necessary in the performance of its duties. The costs 
thereby incurred and incident to the conduct of the 
hearing, necessary expenses and fees, if any, of mem­
bers of the board shall be borne equally by the county, 
city or town requesting the hearing and the state high­
way commission. When oral testimony is stenographi­
cally reported, the state highway commission shall 
provide a reporter at its expense. [ 1963 c 1 03 § 5 ;  196 1  c 
1 3  § 47.52. 190. Prior : 1957 c 235 § 9.] 
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47.52.195 Review and appeal on petition of abutter. 
An abutting property owner may petition for review in 
the superior court of the state of Washington in the 
county where the limited access facility is to be located. 
Such review and any appeal therefrom shall be consid­
ered and determined by said court upon the record of 
the authority in the manner, under the conditions and 
subject to the limitations and with the effect specified in 
the Administrative Procedure Act, chapter 34.04 RCW, 
as amended. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 75 § 6.] 

47.52.200 Enforcement of laws on facility within city 
or town--Jurisdiction. Whenever any limited access 
highway facility passes within or through any incorpo­
rated city or town the municipal police officers of such 
city or town, the sheriff of the county wherein such city 
or town is situated and officers of the Washington state 
patrol shall have independent and concurrent jurisdic­
tion to enforce any violation of the laws of this state 
occurring thereon: Provided, The Washington state pa­
trol shall bear primary responsibility for the enforce­
ment of laws of this state relating to motor vehicles 
within such limited access highway facilities. [ 1 96 1  c 
122 § 1 .] 

Chapter 47.56 
STATE TOLL BRIDGES, TUNNELS AND FERRIES 

Sections 
47.56.010 
47.56.020 
47.56.021 

47.56.023 
47.56.025 

47.56.027 

47.56.029 

47.56.030 

47.56.032 

47.56.034 

47.56.040 
47.56.042 

47.56.050 

47.56.060 

47.56.070 

47.56.075 

47.56.077 

47.56.080 

47.56.090 

47.56.100 

47.56. 1 10 

Definitions. 
Authority created--Members. 
Terms of appointive members of authority-­

Vacancies. 
Per diem and expenses for members of authority. 
Authority continued with same powers notwithstanding 

change in membership. 
Rules, general powers of authority--Executive 

secretary. 
Authority's resolutions, motions-Notice of meet­

ings--Quorum. 
Highway commission in charge of toll facilities including 

state ferries for purposes of design, construction, oper­
ation, maintenance, and collection of tolls. 

Authority to perform powers relating to state ferries 
through highway commission--Acquisition, opera­
tion, construction, maintenance, collection of tolls, etc. 

Division of toll facilities in highway commission-­
Powers and duties. 

Toll bridges authorized--Investigations. 
State boundary bridges-Investigations--Agree­

ments with counties or states. 
Purchase of bridges and ferries authorized--Provisions 

applicable. 
Toll bridges--General powers of the authority and of­

ficials--Financial statements. 
Toll facilities authorized--Provisions applicable-­

Restrictions. 
Toll roads, facilities-Legislative authorization or lo­

cal sponsorship required. 
Concessions to operate private business on toll road 

right of way prohibited. 
Construction of toll bridges and issuance of bonds 

authorized. 
Authority to acquire right of way in constructing a toll 

bridge. 
Toll bridges-Right of way across state land, streets, 

roads-Compensation. 
Toll bridges-Resolution of necessity in acquiring 

right of way--Effect of. 

47.56. 120 
47.56. 130 

47.56.140 

47.56. 150 

47.56. 160 
47.56. 1 70 

47.56. 180 

47.56.190 
47.56.200 

47.56.210 
47.56.220 

47.56.230 

47.56.240 

47.56.242 

47.56.243 

47.56.245 
47.56.247 
47.56.248 

47.56.250 

47.56.252 

47.56.253 

47.56.254 
47.56.255 

47.56.256 

47.56.257 

47.56.260 
47.56.261 
47.56.270 

47.56.27 1 

47.56.273 
47.56.274 

47.56.275 

47.56.276 

47.56.277 

47.56.278 

47.56.281 

47.56.282 

47.56.283 

47.56.284 

47.56.285 

47.56.286 

Toll bridges-Construction direct<:<I--Costs. 
Toll bridges-Bonds---Cooperative funds from state 

and federal government. 
Toll bridges, bonds-Form, contents, manner of 

sale--Interim bonds. 
Toll bridges--Bond proceeds and toll revenues, dispo­

sition of---Construction fund--Disbursement-­
Investment. 

Toll bridges-Toll revenue fund. 
Toll bridges--Transfer of funds for bond pay­

ments-Surplus funds. 
Toll bridges-Payments made by warrants on vouch­

ers-Interest on deposits. 
Toll bridges-Agreement on deposit of funds. 
Toll bridges-Use of bond proceeds and revenue for 

expenses. 
Toll bridges-Remedies of bond holders. 
Toll bridges-Limitations on other service--Protec­

tion of outstanding bonds. 
Toll bridges-Insurance or indemnity bonds 

authorized. 
Toll bridges--Fixing of toll rates authorized--Lien 

of bonds on revenue. 
Liquidation and closure of facility accounts upon re­

moval of tolls-Transfer to motor vehicle fund. 
Liquidation and closure of facility accounts upon re-

moval of tolls--Satisfaction of valid claims. 
Toll charges retained until costs paid. 
Credit permits for vehicular passage. 
Credit permits for vehicular passage--Cash deposit or 

bond may be required--Revocation of permit. 
Contributions by the state or political subdivision-­

Bonds-Repayment. 
Sale of unneeded property to governmental entities­

Certification to governor--Execution, delivery of 
deed. 

Permits, leases, licenses to governmental entities to use 
property of toll facility or ferry system. 

Sale of unneeded property--Authorized--Rules. 
Sale of unneeded property----Certification to gover­

nor--Execution, delivery of deed. 
Highway commission may grant franchises for utility, 

railway, urban public transportation purposes. 
Moneys received under RCW 47.56.252 through 47.56-

.256 to be deposited in proper trust �und. 
Ferry service at Tacoma Narrows-Ratification. 
Ferry service at Tacoma Narrows--Authorization. 
Lake Washington and Tacoma Narrows bridges made a 

part of primary highways. 
Tacoma Narrows bridge to be operated as a toll free 

facility. 
Fox Island toll bridge---Need for removal of tolls. 
Fox Island toll bridge---Appropriation--Not avail­

able until Pierce county assumes obligations. 
Fox Island toll bridge---Retirement of revenue 

bonds-Deposit of appropriation. 
Fox Island toll bridge---Tacoma Narrows toll bridge 

county aid fund--Assignment--Disposition. 
Fox Island toll bridge--Continuation of tolls to repay 

funds-Revision, readjustment of tolls, traffic 
classification. 

Fox Island toll bridge--Disposition of various 
funds-Accounts--Audit--Toll operations and 
maintenance of bridge. 

Additional Lake Washington bridge ( 1957 Act}--Ap­
proaches-Site. 

Additional Lake Washington bridge (1957 Act}--Rev­
enue bonds-Toll charges and other support. 

Additional Lake Washington bridge (1957 Act}--lm­
position of tolls on existing and additional bridges. 

Additional Lake Washington bridge ( 1957 Act}-­
Bridges designated as continuous project�er 
additional bridges authorized. 

Additional Lake Washington bridge ( 1957 Act}--Ap­
propriation--Repayment from sale of bonds. 

Additional Lake Washington bridge ( 1957 Act}-­
Interpretation. 

(Title 47--p 105) 



Chapter 47.56 Title 47: Public Highways 

47.56.287 

47.56.288 

47.56.290 

47.56.291 

47.56.310 

47.56.320 
47.56.330 

47.56.340 

47.56.343 

47.56.345 

47.56.350 

47.56.360 

47.56.365 

47.56.366 

47.56.380 

47.56.390 

47.56.400 
47.56.4 10 

47.56.420 

47.56.430 

47.56.440 

47.56.450 

47.56.460 

47.56.470 

47.56.480 

47.56.490 

47.56.500 

47.56.570 

47.56.580 

47.56.590 
47.56.600 
47.56.610 

47.56.620 
47.56.630 

47.56.631 

47.56.640 

47.56.643 

Second Lake Washington bridge---Use of motor vehi­
cle fund moneys to pay deficits. 

Second Lake Washington bridge--Designation of 
funds to pay deficits--Pledge of excise tax proceeds. 

Additional Lake Washington bridge ( 1 953 Act)--Ap­
propriation--Repayment from bond issue. 

Additional Lake Washington bridge in vicinity of first 
bridge--Design and construction authorized. 

Additional Columbia river bridge authorized-­
Vancouver to Portland bridges--Cooperation with 
Oregon. 

Additional Columbia river bridge authorized--Tolls. 
Additional Columbia river bridge authorized--Agree­

ments with Oregon authorized. 
Additional Columbia river bridge authorized--When 

toll free. 
Additional Columbia river bridge authorized--Reve­

nue bonds. 
Additional Columbia river bridge authorized--Con­

struction--Severability. 
Bridging Puget Sound, Hood Canal--Study, construc­

tion, authorized--Bonds. 
Bridging Puget Sound, Hood Canal---Operation, 

maintenance, prior charge upon revenue--Appropri­
ations to be repaid. 

Repayment of 1 96 1  appropriation for Hood Canal 
bridge--Continuation of tolls. 

Hood Canal bridge-Authority may permit public 
sport fishing--Disclaimer. 

Express highway--Tacoma-Seattle-Everett--Limit­
ed access. 

Express highway---Operation as toll highway--Part 
of state system. 

Express highway--Powers and duties of the authority. 
Lopez Island-San Juan toll bridge--Appropria­

tion--Study--Location, exploration, foundation, 
design. 

Lopez Island-San Juan toll bridge--Final designs, 
construction, revenue bonds authorized. 

Lopez Island-San Juan toll bridge---Operation, main­
tenance, prior charge upon revenue--Appropria­
tions to be repaid. 

Lopez Island-San Juan toll bridge--Effect of toll 
bridge authority resolution No. 295-Ferry system 
refunding revenue bonds. 

Columbia river bridge at Biggs Rapids-Author­
ized--Cooperation with Klickitat county, highway 
commission, Oregon highway commission and 
Sherman county. 

Columbia river bridge at Biggs Rapids-Appropria­
tion--Repayment from bond issue. 

Columbia river bridge at Biggs Rapids--Revenue 
bonds. 

Columbia river bridge at Biggs Rapids--Construction 
of act. 

Columbia river bridge at Biggs Rapids--Powers of toll 
bridge authority--Tolls. 

Columbia river bridge at Biggs Rapids-Agreements 
authorized. 

Naches Pass tunnel-Study--May be part of high­
way system or toll project--Description. 

Naches Pass tunnel--What studies and surveys shall 
include. 

Naches Pass tunnel--Plan for financing. 
Naches Pass tunnel--Design. 
Naches Pass tunnel--Contribution by political 

subdivisions. 
Naches Pass tunnel--Appropriation. 
Naches Pass tunnel--Repayment to motor vehicle 

fund of funds appropriated. 
Naches Pass tunnel--Additional studies-Route of 

highway and tunnel--Appropriation. 
Bridging lower Columbia river in vicinity of Astoria­

Megler. 
Bridging lower Columbia river in vicinity of Astoria­

Megler--Agreements with United States--Ac­
ceptance of public or private funds. 

(Title 47--p 1061 

47.56.646 

47.56.649 

47.56.652 

47.56.655 

47.56.658 

47.56.659 

47.56.66 1 

47.56.667 

47.56.700 

47.56.701 

47.56.702 

47.56.703 

47.56.704 

47.56.705 

47.56.706 

47.56.7 10 

47.56.720 

47.56.730 

Bridging lower Columbia river in vicinity of Astoria­
Megler--Agreements with Oregon--Provisions for 
Oregon bond issue, powers and duties of both states, 
tolls, apportionment of costs, etc. 

Bridging lower Columbia river in vicinity of Astoria­
Megler--Use of Washington motor vehicle fuel 
taxes, motor vehicle fund to pay Oregon bonds if tolls 
and fees insufficient. 

Bridging lower Columbia river in vicinity of Astoria­
Megler--Procedure for this state paying deficiency 
in tolls and fees for Oregon bond issue. 

Bridging lower Columbia river in vicinity of Astoria­
Megler--Washington liability for costs---Mainte­
nance and repair--Approaches. 

Bridging lower Columbia river in vicinity of Astoria­
Megler--Financial responsibility of Pacific coun­
ty--Prior commitment required. 

Bridging lower Columbia river in vicinity of Astoria­
Megler---Contractual obligations of Pacific county 
terminated. 
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motor vehicle fuels. 
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Viaducts, bridges, elevated roadways, tunnels, etc., authority of cities 
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47.56.010 Definitions. "Toll bridge" means a bridge 
constructed or acquired under this chapter, upon which 
tolls are charged, together with all appurtenances, addi­
tions, alterations, improvements, and replacements 
thereof, and the approaches thereto, and all lands and 
interests therein used therefor, and buildings and im­
provements thereon; 

"Toll road" means any express highway, superhigh­
way or motorway at such locations and between such 
termini as may hereafter be established by law, and 
constructed or to be constructed as a limited access 
highway under the provisions of this chapter by the au­
thority, and shall include, but not be limited to all 
bridges, tunnels, overpasses, underpasses, interchanges, 
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entrance plazas, approaches, toll houses, service areas, 
service facilities, communications facilities, and admin­
istration, storage and other buildings which the author­
ity may deem necessary for the operation of such 
project, together with all property, rights, easements 
and interests which may be acquired by the authority 
for the construction or the operation of such project, all 
of which shall be conducted in the same manner and 
under the same procedure as provided for the establish­
ing, constructing, operating, and maintaining of toll 
bridges by the authority, insofar as reasonably consis­
tent and applicable. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.56.0 10. Prior: 1953 
c 220 § l ;  1937 c 1 73 § I ,  part; RRS § 6524--1 ,  part.] 

47.56.020 Authority created--Members. There is 
hereby created the Washington toll bridge authority 
composed of the governor, two members of the state 
highway commission designated by said commission to 
serve at its pleasure, and two members appointed by the 
governor for terms of office as herein provided. The 
members appointed by the governor shall be known as 
appointive members. The director of highways shall be 
an ex officio member of said authority but without a 
vote. [ 1961 c 278 § 1 ;  196 1  c 1 3  § 47.56.020. Prior : 1955 
c 285 § 20; 1953 c 220 § 2 ;  1937 c 1 73 § 2 ;  RRS § 
6524--2.) 

47.56.021 Terms of appointive members of authori­
ty--Vacancies. Within ninety days after March 10, 
196 1 ,  the governor shall appoint the first appointive 
members of the authority: One member to serve two 
years and one member to serve four years from the first 
day of July 1 96 1 .  Upon expiration of said original terms 
subsequent appointments of the appointive members 
shall be for four years except in the case of vacancy, in 
which event appointment shall be only for the remain­
der of the unexpired term in which the vacancy has oc­
curred. [ 1 961  c 278 § 2.] 

47.56.023 Per diem and expenses for members of au­
thority. The appointive members and the highway com­
mission members of the Washington toll bridge 
authority shall receive forty dollars per diem for each 
day actually spent in performance of his duties, but in 
no event shall such a member's per diem payment ex­
ceed three thousand dollars in any one year; nor shall a 
highway commission member's total per diem pay for 
serving on the highway commission and on the authori­
ty exceed the maximum per diem payments specified in 
RCW 47.01 .040 in any one year. Each member of the 
authority shall receive his actual necessary traveling 
and other expenses in going to, attending, and returning 
from meetings of the authority, and his actual and nec­
essary traveling and other expenses incurred in the dis­
charge of such duties as may be requested of him by a 
majority vote of the authority. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 70 § 32; 
196 1  c 278 § 4.] 

47.56.025 Authority continued with same powers not­
withstanding change in membership. Notwithstanding 
the change in membership in the Washington toll 
bridge authority as provided in section I of this act, 

said authority as created by section 2, chapter 1 73, 
Laws of 1937, as last amended by section 20, chapter 
285 Laws of 1955 shall be deemed to be a continuing 
age�cy of this state and shall continue to be vested with 
all the powers, functions, and duties

. 
heretofore vested 

in the Washington toll bridge authonty. [ 1 96 1  c 278 § 
5 .] 

Reviser's note: ''section 1 of this act" refers to 1 96 1  c 278 § l codi­
fied as RCW 47.56.020. Such code section formerly codified 1937 c 
1 73 § 2 as last amended by 1955 c 285 § 20, referred to in the above 
printed section, which prior law provi

_
ded for authority �em�rship as 

follows: Governor, state auditor, chauman of the public sefVIce com­
mission, chairman of the Washington state h.ighway commission, and 
the director of general administration. 

47.56.027 Rules, general powers of authority--Ex­
ecutive secretary. The authority shall establish such 
rules and regulations as may be deemed wise and lay 
down policies of procedure and generally supervise and 
control the operation of the functions vested in it by 
law and said authority is hereby clothed with all neces­
sary powers to carry out said functions. The authority 
shall appoint an executive secretary who shall serve at 
its pleasure and who shall be the chief administrative 
officer of the authority. [ 1 96 1 c 278 § 6.) 

47.56.029 Authority's resolutions, motions-Notice 
of meetings-Quorum. The authority shall act collec­
tively with recorded resolutions or motions adopted by 
a majority of the authority at regular or special meet­
ings, notice of which meetings shall be given to all 
members pursuant to the rules of said authority. Three 
members shall constitute a quorum at any meeting, but 
no resolution, motion, or other decision of the authority 
shall be adopted or passed without a favorable vote of 
at least three members. [ 1 96 1  c 278 § 7.] 

47.56.030 Highway commission in charge of toU fa­
cilities including state ferries for purposes of design, con­
struction, operation, maintenance, and collection of tolls. 
The state highway commission shall have full charge of 
the construction of all toll bridges and other toll facili­
ties including the Washington state ferries that may be 
authorized by the Washington toll bridge authority, and 
the operation and maintenance thereof and the collec­
tion of tolls and charges thereon. The commission shall 
have full charge of design of all toll facilities. The com­
mission shall proceed with the construction of such toll 
bridges and other facilities and the approaches thereto 
by contract in the manner of state highway construction 
immediately upon there being made available funds for 
such work and shall prosecute such work to completion 
as rapidly as practicable. The highway commission is 
authorized to negotiate contracts for any amount with­
out bid in order to make repairs to ferries or ferry ter­
minal facilities or removal of such facilities whenever 
continued use of ferries or ferry terminal facilities con­
stitutes a real or immediate danger to the traveling 
public or precludes prudent use of such ferries or facili­
ties. [ 1969 ex.s. c 1 80 § 3 ;  196 1  c 278 § 8; 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 
47.56.030. Prior: 1937 c 173 § 10;  RRS § 6524-10.] 
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47.56.032 Authority to perform powers relating to 
state ferries through highway commission--Acquisi­
tion, operation, construction, maintenance, collection of 
tolls, etc. All powers vested in the authority relating to 
the acquiring, operating, extending, designing, con­
structing, repairing and maintenance of the Washington 
state ferries or any part thereof and the collecting of 
tolls and charges for use of its facilities, shall be per­
formed by the authority through the state highway 
commission : Provided, That the authority shall deter­
mine all fares, tolls and other charges for its facilities 
and shall directly perform all duties and exercise all 
powers relating to financing, refinancing and fiscal 
management of the system's bonded indebtedness in the 
manner provided by law. [ 1 96 1  c 278 § 9.] 

47.56.034 Division of toll facilities in highway com­
mission--Powers and duties. There shall be in the 
state highway commission a division of toll facilities. 
The division of toll facilities shall perform all functions 
vested by law in the state highway commission relating 
to the acquisition, operation, design, construction, im­
provement, maintenance and repair of all toll bridges 
and other toll facilities, including the Washington state 
ferries. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 70 § 30; 1961  c 278 § 10.) 

47.56.040 Toll bridges authorized--Investigations. 
The Washington toll bridge authority is empowered, in 
accordance with the provisions of this chapter, to pro­
vide for the establishing and constructing of toll bridges 
upon any public highways of this state together with 
approaches thereto wherever the same is considered 
necessary or advantageous and practicable for crossing 
any stream, body of water, gulch, navigable water, 
swamp or other topographical formation whether the 
same is within this state or constitutes a boundary be­
tween this state and an adjoining state or country. The 
necessity or advantage and practicability of any such 
toll bridge shall be determined by the Washington toll 
bridge authority and the feasibility of financing any toll 
bridge in the manner provided by this chapter shall be 
a primary consideration and determined according to 
the best judgment of the Washington toll bridge au­
thority. For the purpose of obtaining information for 
the consideration of the authority upon the construction 
of any toll bridge or any other matters pertaining 
thereto it shall be the duty of any cognizant officer or 
employee of the state upon the request of the authority 
to make reasonable examination, investigation, survey 
or reconnaissance for the determination of material 
facts pertaining thereto and report the same to the au­
thority. The cost of any such examination, investiga­
tion, survey or reconnaissance shall be borne by the 
department or office conducting the same from the 
funds provided for such department or ot:Jice for its 
usual functions. [ 1 96 1  c 13 § 47.56.040. Pnor: 1937 c 
173 § 3 ;  RRS § 6524-3 ; prior: 1 9 1 3  c 56 § 2 ;  RRS § 
6525.] 

47.56.042 State boundary bridges--Investiga­
tions--Agreements with counties or states. The 
Washington toll bridge authority is hereby authorized 
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to enter into agreements with any county of this state 
and/or with an adjoining state or county thereof for the 
purpose of implementing an investigation of the feasi­
bility of any toll bridge project for the bridging of a ri­
ver forming a portion of the boundary of this state, and 
such adjoining state. The authority may use funds from 
its revolving fund to carry out the purposes of this sec­
tion. Such agreements may provide that in the event 
any such proj ect is determined to be feasible and 
adopted, any advancement of funds by any state or 
county may be reimbursed out of any proceeds derived 
from the sale of bonds or out of tolls and revenues to 
be derived from such project. [ 1 96 1  c 13 § 47.56.042. 
Prior: 1955 c 203 § I .] 

47.56.050 Purchase of bridges and ferries author­
ized-Provisions applicable. ( 1 )  The Washington toll 
bridge authority, whenever it is considered necessary or 
advantageous and practicable, is empowered to provide 
for the acquisition by purchase of, and to acquire by 
purchase, (a) any bridge or bridges or ferries which 
connect with or may be connected with the public 
highways of this state, and (b) together with approaches 
thereto. 

(2) In connection with the acquisition by purchase of 
any bridge or bridges or ferries pursuant to the provi­
sions of subsection ( 1 )  of this section, the Washington 
toll bridge authority, the state highway commission, the 
state treasurer, any city, county or other political sub­
division of this state, and all said officers--

( a) are empowered and required to do all acts and 
things as in this chapter provided for the establishing 
and constructing of toll bridges and operating, financ­
ing and maintaining such bridges insofar as such pow­
ers and requirements are applicable to the purchase of 
any bridge or bridges or ferries and their operation, fi­
nancing and maintenance;  and 

(b) in purchasing, operating, financing and maintain­
ing any bridge or bridges or ferries acquired or to be 
acquired by purchase pursuant to the provisions of this 
section, shall act in the same manner and under the 
same procedures as are provided in this chapter for the 
establishing, constructing, operating, financing and 
maintaining of toll bridges insofar as such manner and 
procedure are applicable to the purchase of any bridge 
or bridges or ferries and their operation, financing and 
maintenance. 

(3) Without limiting the generality of the provisions 
contained in subsections ( 1 )  and (2) hereof, the 
Washington toll bridge authority is empowered (a) to 
cause surveys to be made for the purpose of investigat­
ing the propriety of acquiring by purchase any such 
bridge or bridges or ferri·es and the right of way neces­
sary or proper for said bridge or bridges or ferries, and 
other facilities necessary to carry out the provisions of 
this chapter; (b) to issue, sell and redeem bonds and to 
deposit and pay out the proceeds of said bonds for the 
financing thereof; (c) to collect, deposit, and expend toll 
therefrom; (d) to secure and remit financial and other 
assistance in the purchase thereof; and (e) to carry in­
surance thereon. 
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(4) The provisions of RCW 47.56.220 shall apply 
when any such bridge or bridges or ferries are acquired 
by purchase pursuant to this section. [ 1 973 c 106 § 25; 
196 1  c 1 3  § 47.56.050. Prior : 1945 c 266 § 1 ;  Rem. 
Supp. 1945 § 6524-3a.] 

47.56.060 Toll bridges-General powers of the au­
thority and officials--Financial statements. The 
Washington toll bridge authority, the officials thereof 
and all state officials are empowered to do such acts 
and make such agreements not inconsistent with law as 
may be necessary or desirable in connection with the 
duties and .powers conferred upon them respectively by 
law �egardmg the construction, maintenance, operation 
and msurance of such toll bridges or the safeguarding 
�f the funds and revenues required for such construc­
tion and the payment of the indebtedness incurred 
therefor. The Washington toll bridge authority and the 
highway commission shall keep full, complete and sep­
arate accounts of each toll bridge and annually shall 
prepare balance . sheet and income and profit and loss 
statements showmg the financial condition of each such 
toll �ridge, which statement shall be open to the in­
spection of holders of bonds issued by said authority at 
all reasonable times. [ 196 1  c 1 3  § 47 .56.060. Prior : 1937 
c 173 § 1 7 ;  RRS § 6524-17.] 

47.56.070 Toll facilities authorized--Provisions ap­
plicable----_-Restrictions. The authority may provide for 
the establishment, construction, and operation of toll 
tunnels, t?ll roads and other facilities necessary for their 
constructiOn and connection with public highways of 
the state. It may cause surveys to be made to determine 
the propriety of their establishment, construction, and 
op��ation, and may acquire rights of way and other fa­
cthties necessary to carry out the provisions hereof; and 
may issue, sell, and redeem bonds, and deposit and ex­
pend them; secure and remit financial and other assist­
ance in the construction thereof; carry insurance 
thereon ; and handle any other matters pertaining 
thereto, all of which shall be conducted in the same 
manner and under the same procedure as provided for 
�he establishing, constructing, operating, and maintain­
mg of toll bridges by the authority, insofar as reason­
ab_ly consistent and applicable. No toll facility, toll 
bndge, toll road or toll tunnel, shall be combined with 
any other toll facility for the purpose of financing un­
less such facilities form a continuous project, to the end 
that each such facility or project be self-liquidating and 
self-sustaining: Provided, That no toll road shall be 
constructed, obligations for the construction thereof en­
tered into, or right

. 
of way acquired without prior ap­

prova� of the locatt�n, plans and specifications by the 
Washmgton state htghway commission. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 
47.56.070. Prior: 1953 c 220 § 3 ;  1937 c 1 73 § 3 1 12 ; 
RRS § 6524-3 1 /2.] 

47.56.075 Toll roads, facilities--Legislative author­
ization or local sponsorship required. The authority shall 
approve for construction only such toll roads as the 

legislature shall specifically authorize or such toll facili­
ties as shall be specifically sponsored by a city, town or 
county. [ 1 96 1 c 1 3  § 47.56.075. Prior: 1953 c 220 § 7.] 

47.56.077 Concessions to operate private business on 
toll road right of way prohibited. The authority shall not 
grant concessions for the operation or establishment of 
any privately owned business upon toll road rights of 
way. [ 1 96 1  c 13  § 47.56.077. Prior: 1953 c 220 § 8.] 

47.56.080 Construction of toll bridges and issuance of 
bonds authorized. Whenever in the judgment of the 
highway commission it is considered in the best interest 
of the public highways of the state that any new toll 
bridge or bridges be constructed upon any public high­
way and across any stream, body of water, gulch, navi­
gable water, swamp or other topographical formation 
and operated by the state the highway commission shall 
submit its recommendation to that effect to the 
Washington toll bridge authority together with prelimi­
nary estimates of the cost of such construction and an 
estimate of the amount necessary to be raised for such 
purpose by the issuance of revenue bonds, and a state­
ment of the probable amount of money, property, ma­
terials or labor to be contributed from other sources in 
aid of any such construction. If the Washington toll 
bridge authority concurs in the recommendation of the 
highway commission or on its own motion determines 
to construct any toll bridge or toll bridges, the 
Washington toll bridge authority shall adopt ·a resolu­
tion declaring that public interest and necessity require 
the construction of such toll bridge or bridges and au­
thorizing the issuance of revenue bonds for the purpose 
of obtaining funds in an amount not in excess of that 
estimated to be required for such construction. The is­
suance o� bonds as provided in this chapter for the 
c?nstr�ct10n of more than one toll bridge may at the 
�1scret10n . of the Washington toll bridge authority be 
mcluded m the same authority and issue of bonds. 
[ 1 961  c 1 3  § 47.56.080. Prior: 1937 c 173 § 6; RRS § 
6524-6.] 

47.56.090 Authority to acquire right of way in con­
sn:ucting a to�l bridge. Whenever the Washington toll 
bndge. a';lthonty shall authorize and direct the highway 
co.m�mss�on to construct a toll bridge the highway com­
mtsswn IS empowered to secure right of way therefor 
and for approaches thereto by gift or purchase, or by 
co�demnati?n in the manner provided by law for the 
takmg of pnvate property for public highway purposes. 
[ 196 1  c 1 3  § 47.56.090. Prior : 1937 c 173 § 5 ;  RRS § 
6524-5.] 

47.56.100 Toll bridges--Right of way across state 
�and, street�, road�ompensation. The right of way 
IS hereby g1ven, dedicated and set apart upon which to 
locate, construct �nd maintain. bridges or approaches 
thereto or other highway crossmgs, and transportation 
facilities thereof or thereto, through, over or across any 
of the lands which are now or may be the property of 
this state, including highways, and through, over or 
across the streets, alleys, lanes and roads within any 
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city, county, or other political subdivision of the state. 
If ��y property belonging to any city, county or other 
pohhcal subdivision of the state is required to be taken 
for the construction of any such bridge or approach 
thereto or should any such property be injured or 
damaged by such construction, such compensation 
therefor as may be proper or necessary and as shall be 
agreed_ upon may be paid by the Washington toll bridge 
authonty

. 
t? . the particular county, city, or other politi­

cal subdlVl�IOn of the . state owning such property, or 
cond�m�atton proceedmgs may be brought for the de­
termmatwn of such compensation. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.56-
. 1 00. Prior: 1 937 c 1 73 § 16 ;  RRS § 6524-1 6.] 

47.56. 1 10 Toll bridges--Resolution of necessity in 
acqui�n� right of way--Effect of. Before the highway 
c?mmisswn shall proceed with any action to secure 
nght of way or with construction of any toll bridge un­
de� the provi�ions of this chapter the Washington toll 
bndge authonty shall have first passed a resolution that 
public interest and necessity require the acquisition of 
nght of way for and the construction of such toll 
bridge. Such resolution shall be conclusive evidence ( 1 )  
of  the public necessity of  such construction; (2) that 
such property is necessary therefor and, (3) that such 
proposed construction is planned or located in a man­
ner :-vhich will be most compatible with the greatest 
pubhc good and the least private injury. When it be­
comes necessary for the highway commission to con­
demn any real estate to be used in connection with any 
such bridge, the attorney general of the state shall rep­
resent the highway commission. In eminent domain 
proceedings to acquire property for any of the purposes 
of this chapter, any toll bridge, real property, personal 
prop�rt_y, franchises, rights, easements or other property 
or pnv1leges appurtenant thereto appropriated or dedi­
cated to a public use or purpose by any person, firm, 
private, public or municipal corporation, county, city, 
town, district or any political subdivision of the state, 
may be condemned and taken, and the acquisition and 
use thereof as herein provided for the same public use 
or purpose to which such property has been so appro­
priated or dedicated, or for any other public use or 
purpose, shall be deemed a superior and permanent 
right and necessity, and a more necessary use and pur­
pose than the public use or purpose to which such 
property has already been appropriated or dedicated. I t  
shall not be  necessary in  any eminent domain proceed­
ings hereunder to plead or prove any acts or proceed­
ings preliminary or prior to the adoption of the 
resolution hereinbefore referred to describing the prop­
erty sought to be taken and directing such proceedings. 
[ 1 96 1 c 1 3  § 47.56. 1 10. Prior: 1937 c 1 73 § I I ; RRS § 
6524-1 1 .] 

47.56. 120 Toll bridges--Construction directed­
Costs. I n  the event that the Washington toll bridge au­
thority should determine that any toll bridge should be 
constructed under its authority it shall authorize and 
direct the highway commission to construct such toll 
bridge. In the event the highway commission is author­
ized and directed to construct such toll bridge all cost 

(Tttle 47---p 1 10) 

thereof including right of way, survey and engineering 
shall be paid out of any funds available for payment of 
the cost of such toll bridge under this chapter. [ I  96 1 c 
1 3  § 47 .56. 1 20. Prior : 1937 c 1 73 § 4; RRS § 6524-4.] 

4 7.56. 130 Toll bridges--Bonds--Cooperative 
funds from state and federal government. The 
Washington toll bridge authority is hereby empowered 
to issue bonds for the construction of any toll bridge or 
toll bridges authorized under the provisions of this 
chapter. Any and all bonds issued for the construction 
of any toll bridge or toll bridges under the authority of 
the Washington toll bridge authority, shall be issued in 
the name of the Washington toll bridge authority and 
shall constitute obligations only of said Washington toll 
bridge authority and shall be identified as _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ 
toll bridge bonds and shall contain a recital on the face 
thereof that the payment or redemption of said bonds 
and the payment of the interest thereon is secured by a 
direct and exclusive charge and lien upon the tolls and 
other revenues of any nature whatever received from 
the operation of the particular toll bridge or bridges for 
the construction of which the bonds are issued and that 
neither the payment of the principal or any part thereof 
nor of the interest thereon or any part thereof consti­
tutes a debt, liability or obligation of the state of 
Washington. The Washington toll bridge authority is 
empowered to receive and accept funds from the state 
of 'Yashington or th� federal government upon a coop­
er�ttve or other basts for the construction of any toll 
bndge authorized under this chapter and is empowered 
to enter into such agreements with the state of 
Washington or the federal government as may be re­
quired for the securing of such funds. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47-
.56. 130. Prior : 1937 c 1 73 § 7 ;  RRS § 6524-7.] 

47.56.140 Toll bridges, bonds--Form, contents, 
manner of sale--Interim bonds. The revenue bonds 
�ay be i�sued and sold by the authority from time to 
tt_me and I? such amounts as it deems necessary to pro­
vide sufficie�t funds for the construction of the bridge, 
and to p�y mter�st on outstanding bonds issued for its 
constructiOn dunng the period of actual construction 
and for six months after completion thereof. 

The authority shall determine the form conditions 
and den?minations of the bonds, and the maturity 
dates which the bonds to be sold shall bear and the in­
terest rate thereon. All bonds of the same issue need not 
bear the same interest rate. Principal and interest of the 
bonds shal

_
l be payable at such place as determined by 

t�e authont�, and may contain provisions for registra­
tiOn as to pnnci

_
Pal _ or interest, or both. They shall be in 

coup?n form With mterest payable at such times as de­
t�rmmed �y the authority, and shall mature at such 
ttmes and I� such amounts as the authority prescribes. 
The authonty may provide for the retirement of the 
bonds at any time prior to maturity, and in such man­
ner �nd �pon payment of such premiums as it may de­
termme m the resolution providing for the issuance of 
the bonds. All such bonds shall be signed by the state 
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auditor and countersigned by the governor and any in­
terest coupons appertaining thereto shall bear the sig­
nature of the state auditor. The countersignature of the 
governor on such bonds and the signature of the state 
auditor on such coupons may be their printed or litho­
graphed facsimile signatures. Successive issues of such 
bonds within the limits of the original authorization 
shall have equal preference with respect to the redemp­
tion thereof and the payment of interest thereon. The 
authority may fix different maturity dates, serially or 
otherwise, for successive issues under any one original 
authorization. The bonds shall be negotiable instru­
ments under the law merchant. All bonds issued and 
sold hereunder shall be sold on sealed bids to the high­
est and best bidder after such advertising for bids as the 
authority deems proper. The authority may reject any 
and all bids and may thereafter sell the bonds at private 
sale under such terms and conditions as it deems most 
advantageous to its own interests ; but not at a price 
below that of the best bid which was rejected. The au­
thority may contract loans and borrow money through 
the sale of bonds of the same character as those herein 
authorized, from the U nited States or any agency 
thereof, upon such conditions and terms as may be 
agreed to and the bonds shall be subject to all the pro­
visions of this chapter, except the requirement that they 
be first offered at public sale. 

Temporary or interim bonds, certificates, or receipts, 
of any denomination, and with or without coupons at­
tached, signed by the state auditor, may be issued and 
delivered until bonds are executed and available for de­
livery. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 56 § 62; 1 969 ex.s. c 232 § 33; 1963 
ex.s. c 3 § 45 ; 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.56. 1 40. Prior: 1 953 c 79 § 
I ;  1 937 c 1 73 § 8 ;  RRS § 6524-8.] 

Purpose--Effective date---1970 ex.s. c 56: See notes following 
RCW 39.44.030. 

Validation-Saving-Severability-1969 ex.s. c 232: See 
notes following RCW 39.44.030. 

47.56.150 Toll bridges--Bond proceeds and toll 
revenues, disposition of--Construction fund--Dis­
bursement--Investment. The proceeds from the sale 
of all bonds authorized under the provisions of this 
chapter shall be paid to the state treasurer for the credit 
of the Washington toll bridge authority and be deposit­
ed as demand deposits forthwith in such depositary or 
depositaries as may be authorized by law to receive de­
posits of state funds to the credit of a fund to be desig­
nated as the construction fund of the particular toll 
bridge or toll bridges for which such bonds were issued 
and sold, which fund shall not be a state fund and shall 
at all times be kept segregated and set apart from all 
other funds and in trust for the purposes herein set out. 
Such proceeds shall be paid out or disbursed solely for 
the construction of such toll bridge or toll bridges, the 
acquisition of the necessary lands and easements there­
for and the payment of interest on such bonds during 
the period of actual construction and for a period of six 
months thereafter, only as the need therefor shall arise 
and the Washington toll bridge authority may agree 
with the purchaser of said bonds upon any conditions 
or limitations restricting the disbursement of such funds 

that may be deemed advisable, for the purpose of as­
suring the proper application of such funds. All moneys 
in such fund and not required to meet current con­
struction costs of the toll bridge or toll bridges for 
which such bonds were issued and sold, and all funds 
constituting surplus revenues which are not immediately 
needed for the particular object or purpose to which 
they must be applied or are pledged shall be invested in 
bonds and obligations of the nature eligible for invest­
ment of surplus state moneys: Provided, That the 
Washington toll bridge authority may provide in the 
proceedings authorizing the issuance of said bonds that 
the investment of such moneys shall be made only in 
particular bonds and obligations within the classifica­
tions eligible for such investment and such provisions 
shall thereupon be binding upon the said authority and 
all officials having anything to do with such investment. 
Any surplus which may exist in said construction fund 
shall be applied to the retirement of bonds issued for 
the construction of such toll bridge or toll bridges by 
purchase or call and in the event such bonds cannot be 
purchased at a price satisfactory to the Washington toll 
bridge authority and are not by their terms callable pri­
or to maturity such surplus shall be paid into the fund 
applicable to the payment of principal and interest of 
said bonds and shall be used for that purpose. The pro­
ceedings authorizing the issuance of bonds may provide 
limitations and conditions upon the time and manner of 
applying such surplus to the purchase and call of out­
standing bonds and the terms upon which they shall be 
purchased or called and such limitations and conditions 
shall be followed and observed in the application and 
use of such surplus. All bonds so retired by purchase or 
call shall be immediately canceled. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.56-
. 1 50. Prior: 1 937 c 1 73 § 1 4, part; RRS § 6524-14, part.] 

47.56.160 Toll bridges--Toll revenue fund. All 
tolls or other revenues received from the operation of 
any toll bridge or toll bridges constructed with the pro­
ceeds of bonds issued and sold hereunder shall be paid 
over by the highway commission to the state treasurer 
who shall deposit the same forthwith as demand depos­
its in such depositary or depositaries as may be author­
ized by law to receive deposits of state funds to the 
credit of a special trust fund to be designated as the toll 
revenue fund of the particular toll bridge or toll bridges 
producing such tolls or revenue, which fund shall be a 
trust fund and shall at all times be kept segregated and 
set apart from all other funds. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.56. 1 60. 
Prior: 1 937 c 1 73 § 1 4, part; RRS § 6524-14, part.] 

47.56.170 Toll bridges--Transfer of funds for bond 
payments--Surplus funds. From the money so depos­
ited in each separate construction fund as hereinabove 
provided, the state treasurer shall transfer to the place 
or places of payment named in said bonds such sums as 
may be required to pay the interest as it becomes due 
on all bonds sold and outstanding for the construction 
of such particular toll bridge or toll bridges during the 
period of actual construction and during the period of 
six months immediately thereafter. The state treasurer 
shall thereafter transfer from each separate toll revenue 
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fund to the place or places of payment named in said 
bonds such sums as may be required to pay the interest 
on said bonds and redeem the principal thereof as such 
interest payments and bond redemption become due for 
all bonds issued and sold for the construction of the 
particular toll bridge or toll bridges producing the tolls 
or revenues so deposited in said toll revenue fund. All 
funds so transferred for the payment of principal or in­
terest on bonds issued for any particular toll bridge 
shall be segregated and applied solely for the payment 
of said principal or interest. The proceedings authoriz­
ing the issuance of bonds may provide for the setting up 
of a reserve fund or funds out of the tolls and other 
revenues not needed for the payment of principal and 
interest, as the same currently matures and for the 
preservation and continuance of such fund in a manner 
to be provided therein, and such proceedings may also 
require the immediate application of all surplus moneys 
in such toll revenue fund to the retirement of such 
bonds prior to maturity, by call or purchase, in such 
manner and upon such terms and the payment of such 
premiums as may be deemed advisable in the judgment 
of said Washington toll bridge authority. 

The moneys remaining in each separate toll revenue 
fund after providing the amount required for interest 
and redemption of bonds as hereinabove provided, shall 
be held and applied as provided in the proceedings au­
thorizing the issuance of said bonds. In the event the 
proceedings authorizing the issuance of said bonds do 
not require surplus revenues to be held or applied in 
any particular manner, they shall be allocated and used 
for such other purposes incidental to the construction, 
operation and maintenance of such toll bridge or 
bridges as the Washington toll bridge authority may 
determine. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.56. 1 70. Prior: 1937 c 1 73 § 
14, part; RRS § 6524--14, part.] 

47.56.180 Toll bridges-Payments made by war­
rants on vouchers--Interest on deposits. Warrants for 
payments to be made on account of such bonds shall be 
duly drawn by the state treasurer on vouchers approved 
by the Washington toll bridge authority. 

Moneys required to meet the costs of construction 
and all expenses and costs incidental to the construc­
tion of any particular toll bridge or toll bridges or to 
meet the costs of operating, maintaining and repairing 
the same, shall be paid from the proper fund therefor 
by the state treasurer upon voucher submitted by the 
highway commission approved by the Washington toll 
bridge authority. 

All interest received or earned on money deposited in 
each and every fund herein provided for shall be cred­
ited to and become a part of the particular fund upon 
which said interest accrues. [ 1 973 c 106 § 26; 196 1  c l3  
§ 47.56. 1 80. Prior: 1 937 c 1 73 § 14, part ; RRS § 
6524--14, part.] 

47.56.190 Toll bridges-Agreement on deposit of 
funds. The Washington toll bridge authority may pro­
vide in the proceedings authorizing the issuance of 
bonds or may otherwise agree with the purchasers of 
bonds regarding the deposit of all moneys constituting 
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the construction fund and the toll revenue fund and 
provide for the deposit of such money at such times and 
with such depositaries or paying agents and upon the 
furnishing of such security as may meet with the ap­
proval of the purchasers of such bonds: Provided, That 
the depositaries and security so provided for or agreed 
upon shall be qualified and eligible in accordance with 
the requirements of law. [ 196 1 c 13  § 47.56 . 190. Prior: 
1937 c 1 73 § 14, part; RRS § 6524--14, part.] 

47.56.200 Toll bridges-Use of bond proceeds and 
revenue for expenses. Notwithstanding anything con­
tained in this chapter the proceeds received from the 
sale of bonds and the tolls or other revenues received 
from the operation of any toll bridge or toll bridges 
may be used to defray any expenses incurred by the 
Washington toll bridge authority in connection with 
and incidental to the issuance and sale of bonds for the 
construction of such toll bridge or toll bridges including 
expenses for the preparation of surveys and estimates 
and the making of inspections and examinations as may 
be required by the purchasers of such bonds: Provided, 
That the proceedings authorizing the issuance of such 
bonds may contain appropriate provisions governing 
the use and application of said bond proceeds and toll 
or other revenues for the purposes herein specified. 
[ 196 1 c 13 § 47.56.200. Prior: 1 937 c 1 73 § 14, part; 
RRS § 6524--1 4, part.] 

47.56.210 Toll bridges-Remedies of bond holders. 
While any bonds issued by said Washington toll bridge 
authority remain outstanding, the powers, duties or ex­
istence of the said Washington toll bridge authority or 
of the highway commission or of any other official or 
agency of the state shall not be diminished or impaired 
in any manner that will affect adversely the interests 
and rights of the holders of such bonds. The holder of 
any bond may by mandamus or other appropriate pro­
ceeding require and compel the performance of any of 
the duties imposed upon any state department, official 
or employee or imposed upon the authority or its offi­
cers, agents and employees in connection with the con­
struction, maintenance, operation and insurance of any 
bridge and in connection with the collection, deposit, 
investment, application and disbursement of all tolls 
and other revenues derived from the operation and use 
of any bridge and in connection with the deposit, in­
vestment and disbursement of the proceeds received 
from the sale of bonds: Provided, That the enumeration 
of such rights and remedies herein shall not be deemed 
to exclude the exercise or prosecution of any other 
rights or remedies by the holders of such bonds. [ 1 961  c 
1 3  § 47.56.2 10. Prior: 1937 c 1 73 § 1 8 ;  RRS § 6524--18.] 

47.56.220 Toll bridges--Limitations on other serv­
ice--Protection of outstanding bonds. As long as any 
of the bonds issued hereunder for the construction of 
any toll bridge are outstanding and unpaid, there shall 
no

.
t be erected, constructed or maintained any other 

bndge or other crossing over, under, through or across 
the waters over which such toll bridge is located or 
constructed, connecting or joining directly or indirectly 
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the lands or extensions thereof or abutments thereon on 
both sides of the waters spanned or crossed by such toll 
bridge within a distance of ten miles from either side of 
such toll bridge excepting bridges or other highway 
crossings actually in existence and being maintained, or 
for which there was outstanding an existing and lawful­
ly issued franchise, at the time of the location of such 
toll bridge and prior to the time of the authorization of 
such revenue bonds, and no ferry or other similar 
means of crossing the said waters within the said dis­
tance and connecting or plying directly or indirectly 
between the lands or extensions thereof or abutments 
thereon on both sides of the waters spanned or crossed 
by such bridge shall be maintained or operated or per­
mitted or allowed: Provided, That ferries and other 
similar means of crossing actually in existence and be­
ing maintained and operated, or for which there was 
outstanding an existing and lawfully issued franchise, at 
the time of the location of such bridge and prior to the 
time of the authorization of such revenue bonds, may 
continue and be permitted to be operated and main­
tained under such existing rights and franchises, or any 
lawful renewal or extension thereof. The provisions of 
this section shall be binding upon the Washington toll 
bridge authority, the state of Washington and all of its 
departments, agencies or instrumentalities as well as 
any and all private, political, municipal and public cor­
porations and subdivisions, including cities, counties, 
and other political subdivisions and the prohibitions of 
this section shall restrict and limit the powers of the 
legislature of the state of Washington in respect to the 
matters herein mentioned as long as any of such bonds 
are outstanding and unpaid and shall be deemed to 
constitute a contract to that effect for the benefit of the 
holders of all such bonds. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.56.220. Prior : 
1937 c 1 73 § 13 ;  RRS § 6524-13.] 

47.56.230 Toll bridges--Insurance or indemnity 
bonds authorized. When any such toll bridge or bridges 
authorized hereunder is being built by the highway 
commission the Washington toll bridge authority may 
carry or cause to be carried such an amount of insur­
ance or indemnity bond or bonds as protection against 
loss or damage as the Washington toll bridge authority 
may deem proper. The Washington toll bridge authority 
is hereby further empowered to carry such an amount 
of insurance to cover any accident or destruction in 
part or in whole to any toll bridge or toll bridges until 
all bonds sold for the construction of such toll bridge or 
toll bridges and interest accrued thereon have been ful­
ly redeemed and paid. All moneys collected on any in­
demnity bond or insurance policy as the result of any 
damage or injury to any such toll bridge or toll bridges 
shall be used for the purpose of repairing or rebuilding 
of any such toll bridge or toll bridges as long as there 
are revenue bonds against any such structure outstand­
ing and unredeemed. The Washington toll bridge au­
thority is also empowered to carry insurance or 
indemnity bonds insuring against the loss of tolls or 
other revenues to be derived from any such toll bridge 
or bridges by reason of any interruption in the use of 

such toll bridge or toll bridges from any cause whatev­
er, and the proceeds of such insurance or indemnity 
bonds shall be paid into the fund into which the tolls 
and other revenues of the bridge thus insured are re­
quired to be paid and shall be applied to the sam� pur­
poses and in the same manner as other moneys m the 
said fund. Such insurance or indemnity bonds may be 
in an amount equal to the probable tolls and other rev­
enues to be received from the operation of such toll 
bridge or toll bridges during any period of time that 
may be determined upon by the Washington toll bridge 
authority and fixed in its discretion, and be paid for out 
of the toll revenue fund as may be specified in said 
proceedings. The Washington toll bridge authority may 
provide in the proceedings authorizing the issuance of 
bonds for the carrying of insurance as authorized by 
this chapter, and the purchase and carrying of insur­
ance as authorized by this chapter, and the purchase 
and carrying of such insurance shall thereupon be 
obligatory upon the said authority and be paid for out 
of the toll revenue fund as may be specified in said 
proceedings. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.56.230. Prior: 1 937 c 1 73 § 
1 5 ;  RRS § 6524-1 5.] 

47.56.240 Toll bridges-Fixing of toll rates au­
thorized--Lien of bonds on revenue. The Washington 
toll bridge authority is hereby empowered to fix the 
rates of toll and other charges for all toll bridges built 
under the terms of this chapter. Toll charges so fixed 
may be changed from time to time as conditions may 
warrant. The said authority in establishing toll charges 
shall give due consideration to the cost of operating and 
maintaining such toll bridge or toll bridges including 
the cost of insurance and to· the amount required annu­
ally to meet the redemption of bonds and interest pay­
ments thereon. The tolls and charges shall be at all 
times fixed at rates to yield annual revenue equal to 
annual operating and maintenance expenses including 
insurance costs and all redemption payments and inter­
est charges of the bonds issued for any particular toll 
bridge or toll bridges as the same become due and the 
bond redemption and interest payments shall constitute 
a first direct and exclusive charge and lien on all such 
tolls and other revenues and interest thereon and sink­
ing funds created therefrom received from the use and 
operation of said toll bridge or toll bridges and such 
tolls and revenues together with the interest earned 
thereon shall constitute a trust fund for the security and 
payment of such bonds and shall not be used or 
pledged for any other purpose as long as such bonds or 
any of them are outstanding and unpaid. [ 1961 c 1 3  § 
47.56.240. Prior : 1937 c 1 73 § 9; RRS § 6524-9.] 

47.56.242 Liquidation and closure of facility accounts 
upon removal of tolls-Transfer to motor vehicle fund. 
The state highway commission is hereby authorized to 
liquidate and close toll facility trust and other facility 
accounts established without the state treasury pursuant 
to the provisions of chapter 47.56 RCW after the re­
moval of tolls from the facility for which the accounts 
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were established. Any balance remammg in such ac­
counts shall thereupon be transferred to the motor ve­
hicle fund. In addition, the state highway commission 
may, after the removal of tolls from a particular facility 
or facilities, require that all moneys transferred to the 
place of payment named in the revenue bonds, for the 
purpose of paying principal or interest or for redemp­
tion of said bonds, not then expended for such purpose, 
be returned to the state treasurer for deposit in the mo­
tor vehicle fund. [ 1967 ex.s. c 145 § 48.] 

47.56.243 Liquidation and closure of facility accounts 
upon removal of tolls---Satisfaction of valid claims. 
Mter transfer of such moneys pursuant to RCW 47.56-
.242, all valid claims against such accounts, including 
proper claims for refunds for unused commute media 
and other prepaid toll fees, may be satisfied, and any 
outstanding bonds or coupons may be redeemed by 
payment from the motor vehicle fund upon proper ap­
plication to and approval by the highway commission. 

Neither the provisions of this section nor of RCW 
47.56.242 shall be construed to preclude any remedy 
otherwise available to bond or coupon holders. [ 1 967 
ex.s. c 145 § 49.] 

47.56.245 Toll charges retained until costs paid. The 
authority shall retain toll charges on all existing and fu­
ture facilities until all costs of investigation, financing, 
acquisition of property, and construction advanced 
from the motor vehicle fund, and obligations incurred 
under RCW 47.56.250 and chapter 16, Laws of 1945 
have been fully paid. With respect to every facility 
completed after March 19, 1953, costs of maintenance, 
management and operation shall be paid periodically 
out of the revenues of the facility in which such costs 
were incurred. [ 1965 ex.s. c 1 70 § 53;  1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.56-
.245. Prior: 1953 c 220 § 6.] 

47.56.247 Credit permits for vehicular passage. The 
toll bridge authority may issue permits for the passage 
of vehicles on any or all of its toll bridges, toll tunnels, 
toll roads or for the Washington state ferry system on a 
credit basis upon such terms and conditions as the au­
thority shall deem proper. [ 196 1 c 258 § 1 .] 

Severability-1961 c 258: "If any provision of this act, or its ap­
plication to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remaind

.
er 

of the act, or the application of the provision to other persons or crr­
cumstances is not affected." [ 1961  c 258 § 3.] This applies to RCW 
47.56.247 and 47.56.248. 

47.56.248 Credit permits for vehicular passage­
Cash deposit or bond may be required-Revocation of 
permit. The authority may require the holder of such a 
permit to furnish to and maintain in force with the au­
thority a cash deposit or a corporate surety bond: Pro­
vided, That the authority may require the holder of 
such permit to increase the amount of cash bond, or to 
furnish an additional surety bond, or may reduce the 
amount of the cash bond or surety bond required, as 
the amount of charges incurred and regularity of pay­
ment warrant, or may revoke any permit granted for 
failure of the holder to comply with any of its terms. 
[ 1 96 1  c 258 § 2.] 
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47.56.250 Contributions by the state or political sub­
division--Bonds--Repayment. Whenever a pro­
posed toll bridge, toll road, toll tunnel or any other toll 
facility of any sort is to be constructed, any city, county 
or other political subdivision located in relation to such 
facility so as to benefit directly or indirectly thereby, 
may, either jointly 

.
or separately •. a� the request of t�e 

Washington state htghway commtsston or the authonty 
advance or contribute money, or bonds, rights of way, 
labor, materials, and other property toward the expense 
of building the toll facility, and for preliminary surveys 
and the preparation of plans and estimates of cost 
therefor and other preliminary expenses. Any such city, 
county or other political subdivision may, either jointly 
or separately, at the request of the commission or the 
authority advance or contribute money or bonds for the 
purpose of guaranteeing the payment of interest or 
principal on the bonds issued by the authority to fi­
nance the toll facility. Appropriations for such purposes 
may be made from any funds available, including 
county road funds received from or credited by the 
state, or funds obtained by excess tax levies made pur­
suant to law or the issuance of general obligation bonds 
for this purpose. General obligation bonds issued by a 
city, county, or political subdivision may with the con­
sent of the state highway commission or the authority 
be placed with the Washington toll bridge authority to 
be sold by the authority to provide funds for such pur­
pose. Money, or bonds or property so advanced or 
contributed may be immediately transferred or deliv­
ered to the authority to be used for the purpose for 
which contribution was made. The authority may enter 
into an agreement with a city, county, or other political 
subdivision to repay any money, or bonds or the value 
of a right of way, labor, materials, or other property so 
advanced or contributed. The authority may make such 
repayment to a city, county or other political subdivi­
sion and reimburse the state for any expenditures made 
by it in connection with the toll facility out of tolls and 
other revenues for the use of the toll facility. [ 1 96 1  c 13 
§ 47.56.250. Prior: 1959 c 162 § 1 ;  1 955 c 166 § I ;  1937 
c 173 § 12 ;  RRS § 6524-12.] 

47.56.252 Sale of unneeded property to governmental 
entities---Certification to governor--Execution, de­
livery of deed. If the toll bridge authority deems that 
any land, including improvements thereon, is no longer 
required for toll bridge, toll tunnel, toll road or 
Washington state ferry system purposes and that it is in 
the public interest, the authority may negotiate for the 
sale of such land to the state or to any city, county, port 
district, or other political subdivision or municipal cor­
poration of the state. The authority shall certify the 
agreement for the sale to the governor, with a descrip­
tion of the land and the terms of the sale and the 
governor may execute and the secretary of state shall 
attest the deed and deliver it to the grantee. [ 1961 c 257 
§ l .] 

.
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erability-1961 c 257: "If any provision of this act, or its ap­

phcatton to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder 
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of the act, or the application of the provision to other persons or cir­
cumstances is not affected." [ 196 1  c 257 § 7.] This applies to RCW 
47.56.252 through 47.56.257. 

47.56.253 Permits, leases, licenses to governmental 
entities to use property of toll facility or ferry system. If 
the authority deems it in the public interest and not in­
consistent with the use and operation of the toll facility 
involved, the authority may on application therefor is­
sue a permit, lease or license to the state, or to any city, 
county, port district, or other political subdivision or 
municipal corporation of the state to use any portion of 
the property of any toll bridge, toll road, toll tunnel, or 
Washington state ferry system upon such terms and 
conditions as the authority may prescribe. [ 1 96 1 c 257 § 
2.] 

47.56.254 Sale of unneeded property--Author­
ized--Rules. If the authority determines that any real 
property (including lands, improvements thereon, and 
any interests or estates) held by the authority is no 
longer required for purposes of the authority, the au­
thority shall offer it for sale as authorized by RCW 47-
.56.252 or in the manner and with the authority 
authorized to the state highway commission by RCW 
47. 12.280. The authority may adopt rules further imple­
menting this section as granted to the highway commis­
sion by RCW 47. 12.280. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 1 77 § 3 ;  196 1  c 
257 § 3.] 

47.56.255 Sale of unneeded property--Certifica­
tion to governor--Execution, delivery of deed. When 
full payment for real property agreed to be sold as au­
thorized by RCW 47.56.254 has been received the au­
thority may certify this fact to the governor, with a 
description of the land and terms of the sale and the 
governor may execute and the secretary of state shall 
attest the deed and deliver it to the grantee. [ 1 973 1st 
ex.s. c 1 77 § 4; 196 1  c 257 § 4.] 

47.56.256 Highway commission may grant franchises 
for utility, railway, urban public transportation purposes. 
If the Washington state highway commission deems it 
not inconsistent with the use and operation of any fa­
cility of the toll bridge authority, the commission may 
grant franchises to persons, associations, private or mu­
nicipal corporations, the United States government or 
any agency thereof, to use any portion of the property 
of any toll bridge, toll road, toll tunnel or the 
Washington state ferry system, including approaches 
thereto, for the construction and maintenance of water 
pipes, flume, gas pipes, telephone, telegraph and electric 
light and power lines and conduits, trams or railways, 
any structures or facilities which are part of an urban 
public transportation system owned or operated by a 
municipal corporation, agency or department of the 
state of Washington other than the state highway com­
mission, and any other such facilities in the manner of 
granting franchises on state highways. [ 1 967 c 108 § 12 ;  
1 961  c 257  § 5.) 

Urban public transportation system defined: RCW 47.04.082. 

47.56.257 Moneys received under RCW 47.56.252 
through 47.56.256 to be deposited in pmper t�t fund. 
Any moneys received pursuant to the provisions of 
RCW 47.56.252 through 47.56.256 shall be deposited 
into the separate and proper trust fun.d with the ��ate 
treasurer established for the respective toll facihty. 
[ 196 1 c 257 § 6.] 

47.56.260 Ferry service at Tacoma Narrows--Rat­
ification. All of the acts of the department of highways 
of the state of Washington, done and performed in 
connection with the operation and maintenance of ferry 
service at the Tacoma Narrows after the collapse of the 
Tacoma Narrows bridge, are hereby ratified. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  
§ 47.56.260. Prior: 194 1  c 9 § I ;  Rem. Supp. 1 94 1  § 
6524-Jb. FORMER PART OF SECTION: 1 94 1  c 9 § 2 
now codified as RCW 47.56.26 1 .] 

47.56.261 Ferry service at Tacoma Narrows--Au­
thorization. The department of highways is hereby au­
thorized to continue to operate said ferries and pay the 
revenue derived therefrom to the state treasurer for the 
credit of the motor vehicle fund. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.56.26 1 .  
Prior: 194 1  c 9 § 2 ;  Rem. Supp. 1941 § 6524-Jc. For­
merly RCW 47.56.260, part.] 

47.56.270 Lake Washington and Tacoma Narrows 
bridges made a part of primary highways. The Lake 
Washington bridge and the Tacoma Narrows bridge in 
chapter 47. 16 made a part of the primary state high­
ways of the state of Washington, shall, upon comple­
tion, be operated, maintained, kept up and repaired by 
the highway commission and the Washington toll 
bridge authority in the manner provided in this chapter, 
and the cost of such operation, maintenance, upkeep 
and repair shall be paid from funds appropriated for 
the use of the highway commission for the construction 
and maintenance of the primary state highways of the 
state of Washington. The highway commission is au­
thorized and empowered to enter into agreements with 
the Washington toll bridge authority, agreeing to con­
struct upon a particular route and between established 
termini, and fixing a date for the completion thereof, 
portions of primary state highways or secondary state 
highways, as the case may be, to and connecting with 
the Lake Washington bridge and/or the Tacoma Nar­
rows bridge. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.56.270. Prior: 1 939 c 5 § 4;  
RRS § 6524-Ja.J 

47.56.271 Tacoma Narrows bridge to be operated as 
a toll free facility. The Tacoma Narrows bridge herein­
before by the provisions of RCW 47. 16. 140 and 47.56-
.270 made a part of the primary state highways of the 
state, shall be operated and maintained by the state 
highway commission as a toll free facility at such time 
as the present bonded indebtedness relating thereto is 
wholly retired and tolls equaling the present indebted­
ness of the toll bridge authority to the county of Pierce 
have been collected. It is the express intent of the legis­
lature that the provisions of RCW 47.56.245 (section 
47.56.245, chapter 13 ,  Laws of 196 1 )  shall not be appli­
cable to the Tacoma Narrows bridge. [ 1965 c 50 § 1 .] 
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Reviser's note: RCW 47. 1 6. 140 was repealed by 1970 ex. sess. c 5 1 § 
178. 

47.56.273 Fox Island toll bridge--Need for remov­
al of tolls. Present tolls on the Fox Island toll bridge 
have retarded the development of Fox Island for resi­
de�tial purposes because of the financial burden upon 
residents and potential residents resulting from paying 
these tolls in addition to those imposed upon the Nar­
rows bridge. The removal or readjustment of tolls from 
the Fox Island toll bridge is required in the interest of 
the orderly development of Fox Island. The develop­
ment of Fox Island will provide additional users of the 
Narrows bridge with a resultant increase of revenue to 
the state from tolls due to such additional use. [ 1961 c 
1 3  § 47.56.273. Prior : 1957 c 270 § 1 .] 

47.56.274 Fox Island toll bridge--Appropria­
tion--Not available until Pierce county assumes obli­
gations. There is hereby appropriated from the motor 
vehicle fund to the Washington toll bridge authority for 
the biennium ending June 30, 1959, the sum of one 
million three hundred fifty thousand dollars or so much 
thereof as is necessary to make the payment as provid­
ed by RCW 47.56.275. Such appropriation shall not be 
made unless Pierce county shall by resolution of the 
board of county commissioners agree to be bound by 
and perform all obligations imposed upon such county 
by RCW 47.56.273 through 47.56.278. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47-
.56.274. Prior: 1 957 c 270 § 2.] 

47.56.275 Fox Island toll bridge--Retirement of 
revenue bonds-Deposit of appropriation. As a condi­
tion of the appropriation referred to in RCW 47.56.274, 
Pierce county shall request the toll bridge authority to 
retire all Fox Island toll bridge revenue bonds issued in 
accordance with the resolution of the toll bridge au­
thority adopted February 16, 1953, as amended in part 
by the resolution of the toll bridge authority adopted 
March 2, 1953. The toll bridge authority shall then di­
rect the state treasurer to deposit so much of such ap­
propriation in the Fox Island toll bridge revenue bond 
fund, as established by resolutions of the toll bridge au­
thority heretofore referred to in this section, as is re­
quired to retire all outstanding Fox Island toll bridge 
revenue bonds, including interest and premium on bond 
retirement. The state treasurer shall then deposit such 
sum in such bond fund, and the toll bridge authority 
shall then proceed to redeem all Fox Island toll bridge 
revenue bonds. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.56.275. Prior: 1957 c 270 
§ 3.] 

47.56.276 Fox Island toll bridge--Tacoma Narrows 
toll bridge county aid fund-Assignment--Disposi­
tion. As a condition of the appropriation referred to in 
RCW 47.56.274, Pierce county shall by resolution of its 
board of county commissioners assign to the motor ve­
hicle fund so much of its right, title, and interest in any 
moneys now or hereafter deposited in the Tacoma Nar­
rows toll bridge county aid fund, established by resolu­
tion of Pierce county adopted March 12, 1948, as shall 
equal the moneys appropriated and paid from the mo­
tor vehicle fund in accordance with RCW 47.56.274 and 
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47.56.275, together with such interest as shall be earned 
by that portion of the Tacoma Narrows toll bridge 
county aid fund assigned to the motor vehicle fund in 
accordance with the terms of RCW 47.56.274 through 
47.56.278. 

Such resolution of the board of county commission­
ers of Pierce county shall provide that moneys released 
from the Tacoma Narrows toll bridge county aid fund 
in accordance with resolutions of the toll bridge au­
thority adopted March 25, 1948, February 16, 1953, and 
March 2, 1953, relating to the Tacoma Narrows toll 
bridge and Fox Island toll bridge bond issues, shall first 
be paid to the motor vehicle fund until the full amount 
assigned to said fund, including interest thereon, shall 
have been so paid. The balance remaining in the county 
aid fund shall thereafter be released to Pierce county in 
accordance with resolutions of toll bridge authority 
adopted March 25, 1948, February 16, 1953, and March 
2, 1953. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.56.276. Prior: 1957 c 270 § 4.] 

47.56.277 Fox Island toll bridge---Continuation of 
tolls to repay funds-Revision, readjustment of tolls, 
traffic classification. Upon the retirement of all Fox Is­
land toll bridge revenue bonds as provided by RCW 
47.56.275, the toll bridge authority shall maintain and 
collect the tolls on the Fox Island toll bridge at the 
same rates that were in effect at the time the last of said 
bonds were retired for as long as will be necessary to 
provide revenue sufficient to repay to Pierce county the 
amount advanced out of the Tacoma Narrows toll 
bridge county aid fund from funds deposited with the 
state treasurer under the provisions of RCW 47.56.275 
to pay the principal and interest of the Fox Island toll 
bridge revenue bonds: Provided, That following retire­
ment of all Fox Island toll bridge revenue bonds, the 
board of county commissioners of Pierce county may 
by resolution and with the concurrence of the toll 
bridge authority revise from time to time the schedule 
of tolls and readjust classifications of traffic on the Fox 
Island toll bridge and cancel any part of the indebted­
ness due Pierce county for such advances made by it to 
pay principal and interest on the Fox Island toll bridge 
revenue bonds. [ 1 961  c 1 3  § 47.56.277. Prior: 1 957 c 270 
§ 5.] 

47.56.278 Fox Island toll bridge--Disposition of 
various funds-Accounts-Audit--Toll operations 
and maintenance of bridge. All residual sums in the Fox 
Island toll bridge accounts shall be transferred to the 
Fox Island toll bridge revenue bond fund when the one 
mi

_
lli<

.
m three hundred and fifty thousand dollars appro­

pnahon, as appropriated in RCW 47.56.274, becomes 
available from the motor vehicle fund for deposit in the 
Fox Island toll bridge revenue bond fund, except that 
the Fox Isl�nd toll bridge change fund and the Fox Is­
land toll bndge operating fund shall be maintained as 
now provided by resolution of the toll bridge authority 
adopted February 16, 1953 and amended by resolution 
of the toll bridge authority adopted M arch 2, 1 953. All 
costs of toll collection shall be paid from the operating 
fund. The balance of tolls collected each month and not 
retained in the operating fund shall be paid to fierce 
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county on or before the fifteenth day of the following 
month. 

Proper books of account shall be maintained by the 
Washington toll bridge authority and shan be audited 
yearly by a qualified auditor designated by the state 
auditor. A copy of each yearly audit shall be provided 
for Pierce county. 

Toll operations of the Fox Island toll bridge shall be 
under the complete control of the toll bridge authority, 
subject however to the provisions of RCW 47.56.277. 
Maintenance of the fox Island toll bridge shall be the 
sole obligation of Pierce county. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.56.278. 
Prior: 1957 c 270 § 6.] 

47.56.281 Additional Lake Washington bridge (1957 
Act)--Approaches-Site. The Washington toll 
bridge authority is hereby authorized and directed to 
make all surveys necessary, design, and construct an 
additional bridge, including approaches adequate to 
carry a free flow of traffic thereto, across Lake 
Washington at a site in the vicinity of Union Bay and 
Evergreen Point or at such other location across Lake 
Washington which is deemed feasible by the authority. 
[ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.56.28 1 .  Prior: 1957 c 266 § 1 ;  prior: 
1953 c 192 § 1 .] 

47.56.282 Additional Lake Washington bridge (1957 
Act)--Revenue bonds--Toll charges and other sup­
port. The authority is hereby authorized by resolution 
to issue and sell its revenue bonds in an amount suffi­
cient to provide funds to pay all costs of construction of 
an additional Lake Washington bridge and approaches 
and all costs of construction or any alterations to the 
existing Lake Washington bridge or its approaches as a 
result of the construction of the additional bridge, in­
cluding but not limited to all costs of survey, acquisi­
tion of rights of way, design, engineering, all expenses 
of issuance and sale of such bonds, and to pay interest 
on said bonds during construction and for six months 
after tolls are first imposed. 

Said revenue bonds shall constitute obligations only 
of the Washington toll bridge authority and shall be 
payable both principal and interest from the tolls and 
revenues derived from the operation of said toll facility 
as hereinbefore constituted and from any other moneys 
or funds available therefor. Said bonds shall not consti­
tute an indebtedness of the state of Washington and 
shall contain a recital on the face thereof to that effect, 
and shall be negotiable instruments under the law mer­
chant. Such bonds shall include a covenant that the 
payment or redemption thereof and the interest thereon 
are secured by' a first and direct charge and lien on all 
of the tolls and other revenues received from the opera­
tion of said toll facility and from any interest which 
may be earned from the deposit or investment of any 
such revenues, except for payment of costs of operation, 
maintenance and necessary repairs of said facility. The 
tolls and charges to be imposed shall be fixed in such 
amounts so that when collected they will produce reve­
nues that shall be at least equal to expenses of opera­
ting, maintaining and repairing said toll facility, 

including all insurance costs, amounts for adequate re­
serves and coverage of annual debt service on said 
bonds, and all payments necessary to pay the principal 
thereof and interest thereon. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 170 § 56; 196 1  
c 13  § 47.56.282. Prior: 1957 c 266 § 2.] 

47.56.283 Additional Lake Washington bridge (1957 
Act)--lmposition of tolls on existing and additional 
bridges. The authority shall have the right to impose 
tolls for pedestrian or vehicular traffic over either the 
additional Lake Washington bridge or the existing Lake 
Washington bridge, or both bridges, for the purpose of 
paying the costs of reconstructing and improving the 
existing bridge and its approaches, if necessary, and the 
construction of the new bridge and its approaches, to 
pay interest on and create a sinking fund for the retire­
ment of revenue bonds issued for the account of such 
project, and to pay any and all costs and expenses in­
curred by the authority in connection with and inci­
dental to the issuance and sale of bonds, and for the 
preparation of surveys and estimates and to establish 
the required interest reserves for and during the esti­
mated construction period and for six months thereaf­
ter. [ 196 1 c 13  § 47.56.283. Prior: 1 957 c 266 § 3.] 

47.56.284 Additional Lake Washington bridge (1957 
Act)--Bridges designated as continuous project-­
Other additional bridges authorized. The existing Lake 
Washington bridge, the toll bridge authorized herein, 
and any other bridge hereafter constructed across Lake 
Washington, are hereby construed and designated as a 
continuous project within the terms and provisions of 
RCW 47.56.070; and notwithstanding the provisions of 
RCW 47.56.220, the authority may authorize additional 
toll bridges across Lake Washington at such times as 
traffic may warrant and at such sites as deemed feasi­
ble. [ 1 96 1  c 13 § 4 7 .56.284. Prior : 1 957 c 266 § 4.] 

47.56.285 Additional Lake Washington bridge (1957 
Act)--Appropriation--Repayment from sale of 
bonds. There is appropriated from the motor vehicle 
fund to the Washington toll bridge authority for the bi­
ennium ending June 30, 1959, the sum of two hundred 
fifty thousand dollars, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary, for the purpose of location, design, and all 
other things preliminary to the construction of an addi­
tional Lake Washington bridge. Any funds herein ap­
propriated from the motor vehicle fund shall be 
considered as a loan and repaid by the authority to the 
motor vehicle fund upon the sale of bonds as provided 
in RCW 47.56.282. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.56.285 . Prior: 1 957 c 
266 § 5.] 

47.56.286 Additional Lake Washington bridge (1957 
Act)--Interpretation. The provision of chapter 47.56 
RCW, except where inconsistent with RCW 47.56.28 1 
through 47 .56.286, shall govern and be controlling in all 
matters and things necessary to carry out the purposes 
of RCW 47.56.28 1 through 47.56.286. Nothing in RCW 
47.56.28 1 through 47.56.286 is intended to amend, alter, 
modify or repeal any of the provisions of any statute 
relating to the powers and duties of the Washington toll 
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bridg� authority except as such powers and duties are 
amphfied or modified by the specific provisions of 
RCW 47.56.28 1 through 47.56.286 for the uses and pur­
poses herein set fort?7 and RCW 47.56.28 1 through 47-
.56.286 shall be additiOnal to such existing statutes and 
concurrent therewith. [ 1 961  c 13  § 47.56.286. Prior: 
1957 c 266 § 6.] 

47.56.287 Second Lake Washington bridge--Use 
of motor vehicle fund moneys to pay deficits. To the ex­
tent t�at revenues from the imposition of tolls and 
fr�nch1se fees

_ 
for use of the second Lake Washington 

bndge authonzed and constructed under the provisions 
of RCW 47.56.28 1 are insufficient to meet costs of 
m�in�enan�e and operation and required payments of 
pnnc1pal, mterest, and other charges incidental to the 
ISsuance, sale, and retirement of the bonds issued pur­
suan t to the prov�sions of _RCW 47.56.282 or on any 
s�bsequent refu_n�mg bond Issues, the Washington state 
h�ghway comm1sswn shall use moneys in the motor ve­
hicle fund to pay such deficits. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 170 § 54.] 

47.56.288 Second Lake Washington bridge--Des­
ignation of funds to pay deficits-Pledge of excise tax 
proceeds. Any funds required to pay such deficits shall 
be from the proceeds of state excise taxes on motor ve­
hicle fuels _ and shall be taken from that portion of the 
motor �eh1cle fund which is or may be appropriated for 
state highway purposes, and shall never constitute a 
charge against any allocations of such funds to coun­
ties, cities and towns unless and until the amount of the 
motor vehicle fund arising from the excise taxes on 
motor vehicle f�els a�d available for state highway 
purposes proves msufficient to meet such deficits. 

The proceeds of such excise taxes are hereby pledged 
to the payment of any such deficits in the costs of 
maintenance and operation of the bridge and in the 
payment of principal and interest which may arise on 
account of the bonds issued under the provisions of 
RCW 47.56.282, and the legislature hereby agrees to 
continue to impose the same excise taxes on motor ve­
hicle fuels in amounts sufficient to pay, when due, such 
deficits. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 70 § 55.] 

47.56.290 Additional Lake Washington bridge (1953 
Act )--Appropriation--Repayment from bond issue. 
There is hereby appropriated from the motor vehicle 
fund to the Washington toll bridge authority for the bi­
ennium ending March 3 1 ,  1955, the sum of two hun­
dred thousand dollars or so much thereof as may be 
necessary to carry out the provisions of chapter 192, 
Laws of 1 953, which sum shall be considered as a loan 
from the motor vehicle fund to be repaid to said fund 
on the sale of bonds issued in connection therewith. 
[ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.56.290. Prior : 1953 c 1 92 § 2.] 

47.56.291 Additional Lake Washington bridge in vi­
cinity of first bridge--Design and construction author­
ized. Notwithstanding the provisions of RCW 47.56.220, 
the Washington state highway commission is authorized 
to design and construct an additional bridge across 
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Lake Washington at a site in the VICimty of the first 
Lake Washington bridge. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 170 § 57.] 

47.56.310 Additional Columbia river bridge author­
ized--Vancouver to Portland bridges--Cooperation 
with Oregon. The Washington toll bridge authority is 
hereby authorized in conjunction with the Oregon state 
highway commission, to erect an additional bridge or so 
much thereof as may be agreed upon with the Oregon 
state highway commission, including approaches there­
to, across the Columbia river adjacent to the existing 
interstate bridge between Vancouver, Washington, and 
Portland, Oregon, and to reconstruct and improve the 
said existing interstate bridge and its approaches or so 
much thereof as may be agreed upon with the Oregon 
state highway commission. Such additional bridge, to­
gether with the existing interstate bridge, shall be an in­
tegral part of U. S. highway No. 99, and to the Oregon 
boundary shall be a part of primary state highway No. 
I .  All acts necessary to the design and construction of 
said new bridge and approaches thereto and the recon­
struction and alteration of the existing bridge and ap­
proaches may be done and performed by either the 
Oregon state highway commission or the Washington 
toll bridge authority with the approval of the other or 
by both of them jointly. [ 1 96 1 c 1 3  § 47.56.3 10. Prior: 
1955 c 1 52 § 1 ;  1953 c 1 32 § 1 .] 

47.56.320 Additional Columbia river bridge author­
ized-

_
-Tolls. The �ashington toll bridge authority is 

authon
_
zed to enter I�t� an agreement with the Oregon 

�tate highway commissiOn that the new bridge, includ­
mg approa_ches, pr?vided for herein shall be merged 
and �onsohdated wtth the existing interstate bridge, in­
cludu�g its approaches, located between Vancouver, 
Washmgton and Portland, Oregon so that both bridges 
shall be and become a single toll facility. 

T�e Washington toll bridge authority is hereby au­
thonzed to operate and to assume the full control of 
sa

_
id . toll facility and each portion thereof, whether 

Withm or without the borders of the state of 
Washington, with full power to impose and collect tolls 
f��m the users of both bridges constituting said toll fa­
c�hty for the purpose of providing revenue at least suffi­
cient to

. 
pay the cost and incidental expenses of 

constru�t10n of the new bridge including approaches 
thereto m both �ta�es, �he reconstruction and improve­
ment of the exi�tmg mterstate bridge including ap­
proac�es thereto m 

_
b
_
oth states, the cost of maintaining, 

operatmg and repamng both of said bridges while the 
same are operat�d �s said toll facility, and for the pay­
ment of the pnncipal of and interest on its revenue 
bonds authorized by, and for the purposes set forth in, 
RCW 47.56.3 1 0  through 47.56.345. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.56-
.320. Prior: 1955 c 1 52 § 2 ;  1953 c 1 32 § 2.} 

. 47.56.330 Additional Columbia river bridge author­
Ized-

. 
-Agreements with Oregon authorized. The 

Washn�gton toll bri�g� authority and the Washington 
stat� highway comrruss10n are hereby authorized to en­
ter mt? �uch agreements with the Oregon state highway 
commissiOn as they shall find necessary or convenient 
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to carry out the purposes of RCW 47.56.3 1 0  through 
47.56.345. 

. �ny such agreements may include, but shall not be 
bmtted to, the following: 

( 1 )  A provision that all acts pertaining to the design 
and �onstructi�n of said new bridge and the recon­
structiOn and Improvement of the existing interstate 
b�idge may be ?o�e and performed by the Oregon state 
htghway commission or the Washington toll bridge au­
thority, with the approval of the other, or by both, and 
that any and all contracts for the construction of the 
new b��ge an? the reconstruction and improvement of 
the ex1stmg bndge shall be awarded in the name of the 
st�te

. 
of Oregon by and through its state highway com­

mission or the state of Washington under direction of 
the Washington toll bridge authority, or both: Provid­
ed, That there shall be a further provision that each 
state shall have full .power 

.
to . design and construct ap­

proaches
. 
to each bndge Withm the respective bounda­

nes of said state with reimbursement from the proceeds 
of the sale of revenue bonds to be issued. 

(2) � provision th�t �he state of Oregon, the Oregon 
state htghway commission, and any other duly consti­
tuted . agency of the state of Oregon, the state of 
Wash�ngton, the Washington toll bridge authority, the 
Washmgto.n state highway commission, and any other 
duly constituted agency of the state of Washington shall 
be reimbursed out of the proceeds of the sale of such 
bonds for any advances they may have made or ex­
penses . 

they �ay have incurred for any of the purposes 
for which said revenue bonds may be issued, after duly 
verified, itemized statements of such advances and ex­
penses have been submitted to and jointly approved by 
the Oregon state highway commission and Washington 
toll bridge authority. 

.
(3) � provision that during the period of operation of 

satd bndges and the approaches thereto as a toll facility 
a�l maintenance and repair work may be performed by 
either. the Oregon s�ate highway commission or by the 
�ashmgton toll bndge authority with a provision for 
reimbursement of the costs of such maintenance and 
repair from revenue derived from the collection of tolls 
on said toll facility. 

A�� such agreements shall include the following 
provlSlons: 

( 1 )  A provision that the new bridge and approaches 
p�ovided for herein shall be consolidated and merged 
with the existing interstate bridge and its approaches 
located between Vancouver, Washington and Portland, 
Oregon so that both bridges shall be and become a sin­
gle toll facility. 

(2) A provision that the Washington toll bridge au­
thority shall assume and have complete responsibility 
for the operation of both bridges and approaches there­
to as a single toll facility except as to repair and main­
tenance, and with full  power in the Washington toll 
bridge authority to impose and collect all toll charges 
from the users of said bridges and to disburse the reve­
nue derived therefrom for the payment of expenses of 
maintenance and operation and repair thereof, all costs 
of constructing said new bridge and reconstructing and 

improving said existing bridge and all expenses inci­
dental thereto, and the payment of the principal of and 
the interest on the revenue bonds herein provided for. 

(3) A provision that the Washington toll bridge au­
thority shall provide for the issuance, sale and payment 
of revenue bonds payable solely from the revenue de­
rived from the imposition and collection of tolls upon 
both bridges as a single toll facility, and that such 
bonds shall be in such amounts as to provide funds 
with which to pay the costs of the design and construc­
tion of the proposed new bridge, including the ap­
proaches thereto in both states and the costs of  
acquisition of rights of way therefor, the reconstruction 
and alteration of the existing bridge and approaches 
thereto, expenses incident to the issuance of such bonds 
including the payment of interest for the period begin­
ning with the date of issuance thereof and ending at the 
expiration of six months after tolls are first imposed, 
and a reasonable amount for working capital and pre­
paid insurance, with the further provision that any sale 
of the bonds to be issued shall be approved by the 
Oregon state highway commission. 

(4) A provision that the Washington toll bridge au­
thority, after consultation with the Oregon state high­
way commission, shall fix the classifications and 
amounts of tolls to be charged and collected from users 
of said toll facility with power after consultation with 
the Oregon state highway commission to revise the 
same if deemed necessary, and the time or times when 
s�ch tolls shall first be imposed, with the further provi­
siOn that such toll charges shall be removed· after all 
costs of construction of the new bridge and approaches 
th�r�to an? the reconstruction and improvement of the 
e�tstmg bndge and approaches thereto, including all in­
cidental costs, shall have been paid, and all of said rev­
enue bonds, and interest thereon, i ssued and sold 
pursuant to the authority of RCW 47.56.3 1 0  through 
47.56.345 shall have been fully paid and redeemed. 
[ 1 96 1  c 13 § 47.56.330. Prior: 1 955 c 1 52 § 4; 1953 c 1 32 
§ 3.] 

47.56.340 Additional Columbia river bridge author­
ized--When toll free. Both the bridges herein provid­
ed for shall be operated as toll-free bridges whenever 
the costs of construction of the new bridge and ap­
proaches thereto and the reconstruction and improve­
�ent ?f the 

. 
e�sting bridge and approaches thereto, 

mcludmg all Incidental costs shall have been paid, and 
when all of said revenue bonds and interest thereon is­
sued and sold pursuant to the authority of RCW 47.56-
.3 10  through 47.56.345 shall have been fully paid and 
redeemed. [ 1 96 1  c 13 § 47.56.340. Prior: 1 955 c 152  § 3 ·  
1953 c 1 32 § 4.] 

' 

. 
47.56.343 Additional Columbia river bridge author­

Jzed-
.
-Revenue bonds. The Was�ington toll bridge 

authonty �hall ha.ve the power and IS hereby authorized 
by resolutiOn to Issue and sell its revenue bonds in an 
amount suffi�ient to provide funds to pay all the costs 
of constructiOn of the new bridge and approaches 
th�r�to an� the reconstruction and improvement of the 
extstmg bndge and approaches thereto, including all 
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�osts of survey, acquisition of rights of way, engineer­
mg. legal and incidental expenses, to pay the interest 
du� thereon during the period beginning with the date 
of tssue of the bonds and ending at the expiration of six 
months after the first imposition and collection of tolls 
from t�e user� of said toll facility, and to pay amounts 
that Wlll pro�tde a reasonable sum for working capital 
and prepatd msurance and all costs incidental to the is­
suance and sale of the bonds. 

Except as may be otherwise specifically provided in 
RCW 47.56.3 10  through 47.56.345, the provisions of 
chapter 47.56 RCW shall govern the issuance and sale 
of said revenue bonds, the execution thereof, the dis­
bursement of the proceeds of sale thereof, the interest 
rate or rates thereon, their form, terms, conditions, cov­
enants, negotiability, denominations, maturity date or 
dates, the creation of special funds or accounts safe­
guarding and

_ 
providing for the payment of the principal 

thereof and mterest thereon, and their manner of re­
demption and retirement. 

Said revenue bonds shall constitute obligations only 
of the Washington toll bridge authority and shall be 
payable both principal and interest solely from the tolls 
and revenues derived from the operation of said toll fa­
cility as hereinbefore constituted. Said bonds shall not 
constitute an indebtedness of the state of Washington 
and shall contain a recital on the face thereof to that 
effect, and shall be negotiable instruments under the 
law merchant. Such bonds shall include a covenant that 
the payment or redemption thereof and the interest 
thereon are secured by a first and direct charge and lien 
on all of the tolls and other revenues received from the 
operation of said toll facility and from any interest 
which may be earned from the deposit or investment of 
any such revenues, except for payment of costs of oper­
ation, maintenance and necessary repairs of said facili­
ty. The tolls and charges to be imposed shall be fixed in 
such amounts so that when collected they will produce 
revenues that shall be at least equal to expenses of op­
erating, maintaining and repairing said toll facility, in­
cluding all insurance costs, amounts for adequate 
reserves and coverage of annual debt service on said 
bonds, and all payments necessary to pay the principal 
thereof and interest thereon. ( 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.56.343. 
Prior : 1 955 c 1 52 § 5.] 

47.56345 Additional Columbia river bridge author­
ized--Construction---Severability. Except as may be 
otherwise specifically provided in RCW 47 .56.3 1 0  
through 47.56.345, the provisions of chapter 47.56 RCW 
shall govern and be controlling in all matters and things 
necessary to carry out the purposes of RCW 47.56.3 10 
through 47.56.345. Nothing in RCW 47.56.3 1 0  through 
47.56.345 is intended to amend, alter, modify or repeal 
any of the provisions of any statute relating to the 
powers and duties of the Washington toll bridge au­
thority except as such powers and duties are amplified 
or modified by the specific provisions of RCW 47.56-
.3 10  through 47.56.345 for the uses and purposes herein 
set forth, and RCW 47.56.3 1 0  through 47.56.345 shall 
be additional to such existing statutes and concurrent 
therewith. 
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If any sent,ence, clause or phrase of RCW 47.56.3 10 
through 47.56.345 shall be held to be invalid or uncon­
stitutional, the invalidity or unconstitutionality thereof 
shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any 
other sentence, clause or phrase of RCW 47.56.310 
through 47.56.345. 

The provisions of RCW 47.56.3 1 0  through 47.56.345 
shall be liberally construed so that the uses and pur­
poses hereof may be achieved and accomplished. [ 1 961 
c 13 § 47.56.345. Prior: 1 955 c 1 52 § 6.] 

47.56.350 Bridging Puget Sound, Hood Canal­
Study, construction, authorized-Bonds. For the bien­
nium ending March 3 1 , 1 955, there is appropriated to 
the Washington toll bridge authority from the motor 
vehicle fund the sum of seven hundred thousand dollars 
or so much thereof as thereafter may be necessary for 
the following purposes :  

( 1 )  Two hundred fifty thousand dollars of  the appro­
priation shall be available for further study, including 
traffic surveys acceptable to prospective bond purchas­
ers or investment firms, securing necessary permits for 
the bridging of Puget Sound, including Hood Canal, as 
more specifically set forth in the printed report of the 
Washington toll bridge authority to the governor and 
the legislature dated December 1 ,  1952, and entitled 
"Bridging Puget Sound" : Provided, That any such 
study shall be directed to the bridging of Puget Sound 
and as well the bridging of Hood Canal or to the 
bridging of both and shall not be applied to either of 
the said subjects to the exclusion of the other: Provided 
further, That four hundred fifty thousand dollars from 
the appropriation, or such additional funds which have 
not been expended, shall lapse and revert to the motor 
vehicle fund in the event that the authority determines 
that neither of the projects is feasible. 

(�) If a project is deemed feasible by the authority as 
an mtegral part of the state highway system and has 
?een approved by the highway commission, the author­
tty shall enter into final design plans, and construction 
the�eof, issue revenue bonds to pay all costs of the 
proJect an_d let contracts in connection with the pro­
posed project. Such revenue bonds shall be issued in 
accordance with the applicable provisions of RCW 47-
.56.080, �nd in addition to the purposes above stated 
�ay be tssued to provide funds for paying all costs of 
tssu.ance and sale of such bonds, to pay interest on said 
bonds during construction and for six months thereaf­
ter, and to p�y and redeem all outstanding ferry bonds 
o_f the authonty theretofore issued for operation of fer­
nes upon Puget Sound. [ 1 96 1 c 1 3  § 47.56.350. Prior: 
1953 c 78 § 1 .] 

47.56.360 Bridging Puget Sound, Hood Canal­
Operation, maintenance, prior charge upon revenue--­
Appropriations to be repaid. All operation and mainte­
nance on any project while tolls are collected thereon 
shall be paid as they are incurred as a prior charge 
upon the revenue and tolls collected upon such project. 
Any funds herein appropriated from the motor vehicle 
fund to the Washington toll bridge authority, tpgether 



State Ton Bridges, Tunnels And Ferries 47.56.420 

with the sum of two hundred twenty-five thousand dol­
lars heretofore appropriated by section 19, chapter 259, 
Laws of 195 1 ,  shall be considered as a loan and repaid 
by the authority to the motor vehicle fund upon the sale 
of bonds of any project. [ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47.56.360. Prior: 
1953 c 78 § 2.) 

47.56.365 Repayment of 1961 appropriation for Hood 
Canal bridge--Continuation of tolls. Any part of the 
appropriation or reappropriation provided for by this 
act which is expended shall be repaid to the motor ve­
hicle fund to be used for state highway purposes, from 
revenues of the Hood Canal bridge. Tolls may be con­
tinued on said bridge any required additional length of 
time necessary for this purpose: Provided, That the ob­
ligations imposed by this section shall be subordinate to 
any obligations to pay principal, interest, reserves and 
sinking funds required for any refunding or parity 
bonds hereafter issued by the Washington toll bridge 
authority in connection with the Washington state ferry 
system and Hood Canal bridge. [ 1 96 1  ex.s. c 9 § 7 ;  196 1  
c 10  § 3.] 

Reviser's note: The language "this act" refers to chapter 10, Laws 
of 196 1  the first two sections of which read as follows: 

"Section 1 .  There is hereby appropriated from the motor vehicle 
fund to the Washington ton bridge authority, the sum of five million 
five hundred thousand dollars for the repair, modification, and com­
pletion of construction of the Hood Canal bridge. No part of this ap­
propriation shall be used until an moneys now in the "Ferry System, 
1957, Construction Fund" established by resolution No. 325 of the 
Washington toll bridge authority, adopted October 16, 1957, have 
been fully expended." 

"Sec. 2. There is hereby reappropriated from the motor vehicle 
fund to the Washington toll bridge authority, for the biennium ending 
June 30, 1963, and for obligations incurred and not yet paid, the sum 
of five million five hundred thousand dollars, th,e same being the un­
expended balance of the appropriation contained in section 1 of this 
act, for the repair, modification, and completion of construction of 
the Hood Canal bridge: Provided, That no expenditure authorized by 
this section shall exceed the unexpended balance of this appropriation 
as shown on the records of the state treasurer as of June 30, 196 1 ." 

Refunding or parity bonds: RCW 47.60.400-4 7.60.470. 

47.56.366 Hood Canal bridge--Authority may per­
mit public sport fishing--Disclaimer. The Washington 
toll bridge authority may permit public sport fishing 
from the Hood Canal bridge. The commission may es­
tablish and promulgate rules and regulations governing 
public use of the bridge for sport fishing to the end that 
such activity shall not interfere with the primary use 
and operation of the bridge as a highway facility. Not­
withstanding the provisions of RCW 4.92.090 or any 
other s tatute imposing liability upon the state of 
Washington, the state hereby disclaims any liability 
arising out of loss or injury in connection with the pub­
lic use of the aforesaid bridge for sport fishing purposes. 
[ 1 963 c 240 § 2 . ]  

47.56.380 Express highway--Tacoma-Seattle­
Everett--Limited access. The Washington toll bridge 
authority is hereby authorized to study and if feasible, 
after approval by the state highway commission, to lo­
cate, construct, finance and operate as a toll road, until 
paid for, an express highway from the vicinity of 
Tacoma through Seattle to the vicinity of Everett. Right 

of way shall be acquired as a limited access facility. 
[ 1 96 1  c 13 § 47.56.380. Prior: 1953 c 1 83 § I . ] 

47.56.390 Express highway-Operation as toll 
highway--Part of state system. The toll road, when 
completed, shall become a part of the state highway 
system but may be operated as a toll highw�y by the 
Washington toll bridge authority until such time as all 
costs of investigation, financing, acquisition of p�operty, 
construction, maintenance, management, operatlon, re­
payment of advances from the motor vehicle fund, and 
obligations incurred under RCW 47.56.250 and chapter 
16, Laws of 1945, have been fully paid. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47-
.56.390. Prior: 1953 c 1 83 § 2. ]  

47.56.400 Express highway--Powers and duties of 
the authority. The Washington toll bridge authority 
shall have the same powers, duties and functions with 
respect to toll roads as it now has with respect to toll 
bridges and all the provisions of chapter 47.56 RCW 
shall apply to and govern toll roads insofar as is rea­
sonably consistent and applicable, except as otherwise 
provided in RCW 47.56.380 through 47.56.400. [ 1 96 1  c 
1 3  § 47.56.400. Prior: 1953 c 1 83 § 3.] 

47.56.410 Lopez Island-San Juan toll bridge--Ap­
propriation--Study--Location, exploration, founda­
tion, design. There is appropriated to the Washington 
toll bridge authority from the motor vehicle fund for 
the biennium ending June 30, 1959, the sum of one 
hundred seventy-five thousand dollars or so much 
thereof as thereafter may be necessary for the following 
purposes: 

( 1 )  Twenty-five thousand dollars of the appropriation 
shall be available to study and make surveys, including 
traffic studies acceptable to prospective bond purchas­
ers or investment firms, of the feasibility of the con­
struction of a toll bridge between Lopez Island and San 
Juan Island in San Juan county so as to permit ferry 
runs from the mainland to Upright Head, overland 
travel from Upright Head to Roche Harbor, and ferry 
runs from Roche Harbor to Sidney, British Columbia. 
It shall be understood in such feasibility studies that 
San Juan county shall construct and maintain all road 
connections between the proposed bridge and the ferry 
landings at Upright Head and Roche Harbor. 

(2) If as a result of the studies referred to above the 
toll bridge authority determines the project is feasible, 
and if San Juan county shall agree to sponsor such 
project and to conduct and maintain the road connec­
tions referred to above, one hundred fifty thousand 
dollars shall be available for the location, foundation 
exploration, and design of such bridge. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47-
.56.410. Prior: 1957 c 141  § 1 .] 

47.56.420 Lopez Island-San Juan toll bridge--Fi­
nal designs, construction, revenue bonds authorized. I f  
the project i s  deemed feasible by the authority, the au­
thority shall enter into final design plans, and construc­
tion thereof, issue revenue bonds to pay all costs of the 
project and let contracts in connection with the pro­
posed project. Such revenue bonds shall be issued in 
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accordance with the applicable provisions of RCW 47-
.56.080 through 47.56.250, and in addition to the pur­
poses above stated may be issued to provide funds for 
paying all costs of issuance and sale of such bonds, and 
to pay interest on said bonds during construction and 
for six months thereafter. [ 1 96 1 c 1 3  § 47.56.420. Prior : 
1 957 c 1 4 1  § 2.] 

47.56.430 Lopez Island-San Juan toll bridge­
Operation, maintenance, prior charge upon revenue­
Appropriations to be repaid. All operation and mainte­
nance on any project while tolls are collected thereon 
shall be paid as they are incurred as a prior charge 
upon the revenue and tolls collected upon such project. 
Any funds herein appropriated from the motor vehicle 
fund to the Washington toll bridge authority shall be 
considered as a loan and repaid by the authority to the 
motor vehicle fund upon the sale of bonds for this 
project. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.56.430. Prior: 1 957 c 14 1  § 3.] 

47.56.440 wpez Island-San Juan toll bridge-Ef­
fect of toll bridge authority resolution No. 295--Ferry 
system refunding revenue bonds. Nothing authorized by 
RCW 47.56.4 1 0  through 47.56.440 shall be undertaken 
or done in any manner not in accord with any of the 
covenants and conditions contained in resolution No. 
295 passed by the toll bridge authority on February 9, 
1955, providing for the sale of Washington state ferry 
system refunding revenue bonds; and all things author­
ized by RCW 47.56.4 10  through 47.56.440, including 
but not limited to feasibility, studies, location, design, 
construction and financing, shall be performed in ac­
cordance with the covenants and conditions of said res­
olutioQ. If the terms of such resolution shall require that 
tolls on the bridge authorized by RCW 47.56.4 1 0  
through 47.56.440 be used to redeem outstanding bonds 
issued pursuant to said resolution, such tolls shall be so 
used. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.56.440. Prior: 1957 c 14 1  § 4.] 

47.56.450 Columbia river bridge at Biggs Rapids-­
Authorized-Cooperation with Klickitat county, high­
way commission, Oregon highway commission and 
Sherman county. If the Washington toll bridge authority 
should conclude that the construction of a toll bridge 
across the Columbia river in the vicinity of Biggs Rap­
ids is feasible as a result of studies presently being con­
ducted, the authority is hereby authorized, in 
conjunction with Klickitat county, the Was�ington state 
highway commission, the Oregon state htghw�y com­
mission, and Sherman county, Oregon, to destgn and 
construct a toll bridge at such location. All acts neces­
sary to the design and construction of such bridge and 
approaches thereto may be done by the Was�ington toll 
bridge authority, Klickitat county, the Was�mgton state 
highway commission, the Oregon state htghway com­
mission, Sherman county, Oregon, or any of such gov­
ernmental agencies pursuant to agreement with the 
Washington toll bridge authority. [ 196 1 c 13 § 47.56-
.450. Prior: 1 957 c 1 42 § 1 .] 
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47.56.460 Columbia river bridge at Biggs Rapids-­
Appropriation--Repayment fro� bond issue. Ther� is 
appropriated from the motor vehtcle fund for the bten­
nium ending June 30, 1 959, the sum of one hundred 
fifty thousand dollars, or as much thereof as may be 
necessary for the purpose of location, ?esign, �repara­
tion of cost estimates, and all other thmgs prelmunary 
to the construction of such bridge. Any funds herein 
appropriated from the mot?r vehicle fun� to the 
Washington toll bridge authont� shall be constdere� as 
a Joan and repaid by the authonty to the motor vehtcle 
fund upon the sale of bonds for this project as provided 
in RCW 47.56.470. [ 1 96 1  c l 3  § 47.56.460. Prior: 1957 c 
142 § 2.] 

47.56.470 Columbia river bridge at Biggs Rapids--­
Revenue bonds. The Washington toll bridge authority is 
hereby authorized by resolution �o issue an? sell its 
revenue bonds in an amount suffictent to provtde funds 
to pay all the costs of construction of such bridge and 
approaches thereto, including but not limited. to all 
costs of survey, acquisition of rights of way, destgn, en­
gineering, all expenses of issuance and sale of such 
bonds, and to pay interest on said bonds during con­
struction and for six months after tolls are first 
imposed. 

Except as may be otherwise specifically provided in 
RCW 47.56.450 through 47.56.500, the provisions of 
chapter 47.56 RCW shall govern t�e issuance and s�le 
of said revenue bonds, the executton thereof, the dts­
bursement of the proceeds of sale thereof, the interest 
rate or rates thereon, their form, terms, conditions, cov­
enants, negotiability, denomination, maturity date or 
dates, the creation of special funds or accounts safe­
guarding and providing for the payment of the principal 
therefor and interest thereon, and their manner of re­
demption and retirement. 

Said revenue bonds shall constitute obligations only 
of the Washington toll bridge authority and shall he 
payable both principal and interest solely from the tolls 
and revenues derived from the operation of said toll fa­
cility as hereinbefore constituted. Said bonds shall not 
constitute an indebtedness of the state of Washington 
and shall contain a recital on the face thereof to that 
effect, and shall be negotiable instruments under the 
law merchant. Such bonds shall include a covenant that 
the payment or redemption thereof and the interest 
thereon are secured by a first and direct charge and lien 
on all of the tolls and other revenues received from the 
operation of said toll facility and from any interest 
which may be earned from the deposit or investment of 
any such revenues, except for payment of costs of oper­
ation, maintenance and necessary repairs of said facili­
ty. The tolls and charges to be imposed shall be fixed in 
such amounts so that when collected they will produce 
revenues that shall be at least equal to expenses of op­
erating, maintaining and repairing said toll facility, in­
cluding all i nsurance costs, amounts for adequate 
reserves and coverage of annual debt service on said 
bonds, and all payments necessary to pay the principal 
thereof and interest thereon. [ 1 96 1  c l 3  § 47.56.470. 
Prior: 1957 c 142 § 3.] 
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47.56.480 Columbia river bridge at Biggs Rapids­
Construction of act. The provisions of chapter 47.56 
RCW shall govern and be controlling in all matters and 
things necessary to carry out the purposes of RCW 47-
.56.450 through 47.56.500. Nothing in RCW 47.56.450 
through 47.56.500 is intended to amend, alter, modify 
or repeal any of the provisions of any statute relating to 
the powers and duties of the Washington toll bridge 
authority except as such powers and duties are ampli­
fied or modified by the specific provisions of RCW 47-
.56.450 through 47.56.500 for the uses and purposes 
herein set forth, and RCW 47.56.450 through 47.56.500 
shall be additional to such existing statutes and concur­
rent therewith. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.56.480. Prior: 1957 c 142 
§ 4.] 

47.56.490 Columbia river bridge at Biggs Rapids­
Powers of toll bridge authority--Tolls. The 
Washington toll bridge authority is hereby authorized 
to operate and to assume the full control of said toll fa­
cility and each portion thereof, whether within or with­
out the borders of the state of Washington, with full 
power to impose and collect tolls from the users of such 
bridge for the purpose of providing revenue at least 
sufficient to pay the cost and incidental expenses of 
construction, maintenance, repair, and operation of 
such bridge and approaches in both states, and for the 
payment of the principal of and interest on its revenue 
bonds as authorized by RCW 47.56.470. [ 1 96 1 c 13 § 
47.56.490. Prior: 1957 c 142 § 5 .] 

47.56.500 Columbia river bridge at Biggs Rapids­
Agreements authorized. The Washington toll bridge au­
thority, the Washington state highway commission and 
Klickitat county are each authorized to enter into such 
agreement with each other, the Oregon state highway 
commission and Sherman county, Oregon, as they shall 
find necessary and convenient to carry out the purposes 
of RCW 47 .56.450 through 47 .56.500; and the 
Washington toll bridge authority, the Washington state 
highway commission and Klickitat county are each au­
thorized to do any and all acts contained in such 
agreement and necessary and convenient to carry out 
the purposes of RCW 47.56.450 through 47.56.500. 

Such agreement shall include, but shall not be re­
stricted to the following provisions: 

(I) A provision that the Washington toll bridge au­
thority shall assume and have complete responsibility 
for the operation of such bridge and approaches there­
to, and with ful l  power in the Washington toll bridge 
authority to impose and collect all toll charges from the 
users of such bridge and to disburse the revenue derived 
therefrom for the expenses of maintenance and opera­
tion and repair thereof, all costs of construction, and 
the payment of principal and interest on any revenue 
bonds herein provided for. 

(2) A provision that the Washington toll bridge au­
thority shall provide for the issuance, sale and payment 
of revenue bonds payable solely from the revenue de­
rived from the imposition and collection of tolls upon 
such toll bridge. 

(3) A provision that the Washington toll bridge au­
thority, after consultation with the other governmental 
agencies who are parties to such agreement, shall fix 
and revise the classifications and amounts of tolls to be 
charged and collected from the users of the toll bridge, 
with the further provision that such toll charges shall be 
removed after all costs of planning, designing, and con­
struction of such toll bridge and approaches thereto and 
all incidental costs shall have been paid, and all of said 
revenue bonds, and interest thereon, issued and sold 
pursuant to RCW 47.56.450 through 47.56.500 shall 
have been fully paid and redeemed. 

(4) A provision that all acts pertaining to the design 
and construction of such toll bridge may be done and 
performed by the Oregon state highway commission, 
the Washington state highway commission or the 
Washington toll bridge authority, or any of them, and 
that any and all contracts for the construction of such 
toll bridge shall be awarded in the name of the state of 
Oregon by and through its state highway commission or 
the state of Washington by and through its state high­
way commission or its toll bridge authority, or all of 
them. 

(5) A provision that the state of Washington, the state 
of Oregon, and all governmental agencies party to such 
agreement shall be reimbursed out of the proceeds of 
the sale of such bonds for any advances they may have 
made or expenses they may have incurred for any of 
the purposes for which said revenue bonds may be is­
sued, after duly verified itemized statements of such ad­
vances and expenses have been submitted to and been 
approved by all parties to such agreement. 

(6) A provision that during the period of operation of 
such bridge and approaches thereto as a toll facility all 
maintenance and repair may be performed by either the 
Oregon state highway commission or the Washington 
state highway commission with a provision for reim­
bursement of the costs of such maintenance and repair 
from revenue derived from the collection of tolls on 
such bridge. [ 196 1 c 13 § 47.56.500. Prior: 1957 c 142 § 
6.] 

47.56.570 Naches Pass tunnel-Study--May be 
part of highway system or toll project--Description. 
The Washington state highway commission and the 
Washington toll bridge authority are hereby authorized 
and directed, acting jointly with the joint fact-finding 
committee on highways, streets and bridges, to retain 
an independent engineering firm to prepare traffic, en­
gineering and financial studies, and surveys to deter­
mine the feasibility of undertaking the construction of a 
Naches cut-off and tunnel on primary state highway 
No. 5 through the Cascade mountains, together with the 
necessary approaches connecting to existing highways 
in whole or in part as an improvement on the state 
highway system, or as a toll tunnel project, in either 
case making use of federal agency funds as appropriate 
and available and funds contributed or advanced by 
any political subdivisions which it is determined will be 
ec�momically benefited by construction of the project, 
satd cut-off shall start on state highway No. 5 near the 
junction of the White and Greenwater rivers; thence in 
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an easterly direction through Greenwater river drainage 
area to the west portal of the tunnel under Pyramid 
Park, a distance of 1 .85 miles to the east portal, thence 
following the north fork of the Little Naches river to 
the Little Naches river, thence down it to its junction 
with the Bumping river at state primary highway No. 5. 
[ 1 96 1  c 13 § 47.56.570. Prior : 1959 c 292 § 1 .] 

47.56.580 Naches Pass tunnel--What studies and 
surveys shall include. Such studies and surveys shall in­
clude but shall not be confined to the following: 

( 1 )  The most desirable design, tunnel approaches, 
and connecting roads; 

(2) The most desirable location; 
(3) The cost of construction and the length of con­

struction time required; 
(4) The financial feasibility of the tunnel and the 

amount, if any, of supplementary aid required to fi­
nance it;  

(5) The relative economic benefit to counties, cities, 
or other political subdivisions to be principally served 
by construction of the tunnel; 

(6) The benefit to the state highway system, taking 
into account the statewide interest in the tunnel and the 
estimated additional motor vehicle fuel tax revenue 
which would accrue to the motor vehicle fund as a re­
sult of the construction of the tunnel. [ 1 96 1  c 13  § 4 7-
.56.580. Prior: 1 959 c 292 § 2.] 

47.56.590 Naches Pass tunnel--Plan for financing. 
Upon the completion of such studies and surveys, the 
highway commission and the toll bridge authority, in 
cooperation with the joint fact-finding committee on 
highways, streets and bridges, shall prepare a plan for 
financing the project. The plan shall include the cost of 
the entire project; the portion of such total cost which 
can be financed by the issuance of toll bridge authority 
revenue bonds; the portion of such total cost and the 
amount of guarantee funds which should be contributed 
or advanced by any political subdivisions to be eco­
nomically benefited by construction of the project; and 
the portion of such total cost and the amount of guar­
antee funds which should be contributed from that 
portion of the motor vehicle fund available to the de­
partment of highways for state highway purposes. 
When completed, the financ�n� plan shall be adop�ed 
by resolution of the commtsswn and the authonty. 
[ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.56.590. Prior: 1 959 c 292 § 3.] 

47.56.600 Naches Pass tunnel--Design. Upon 
adoption of the financing plan the com�ssion and the 
authority, acting jointly, shall forthwtth proceed to 
make the design for the entire project. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47-
.56.600. Prior : 1 959 c 292 § 4.] 

47.56.610 Naches Pass tunnel--Contribution by 
political subdivisions. After �doption of t�e. financ�ng 
plan, the authority and the ���way c��sswn •. actn�g 
jointly, shall request any pohttcal subdlVlsiO� whtch will 
be benefited by the construction of the proJect, to ad­
vance or contribute money or bonds toward the ex­
penses of construction or to guarantee toll bridge 
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authority revenue bonds to be �ssued to finance the 
project. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.56.6 1 0. Pnor: 1959 c 292 § 5.] 

47.56.620 Naches Pass tunnel--Appropriation. 
There is appropriated from the motor vehicle fund 
jointly to the Washington

. 
state high�ay commiss�on 

and the Washington toll bndge authonty for the penod 
beginning July 1 ,  1 959 and ending June 30, 1 961 ,  the 
sum of one hundred thousand dollars or so much 
thereof as shall be necessary to carry out the provisions 
of RCW 47.56.570 through 47.56.630. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47-
.56.620. Prior: 1959 c 292 § 6.] 

47.56.630 Naches Pass tunnel--Repayment to mo­
tor vehicle fund of funds appropriated. All funds herein 
appropriated from the motor vehi�le

. 
fund to the 

Washington state highway commtsswn and the 
Washington toll bridge authority shall be . c�nsidered as 
a loan and shall be repaid by the commiSsion and the 
authority to the motor vehicle fund upon the sale of 
bonds for this project. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.56.630. Prior: 
1 959 c 292 § 7.] 

47.56.631 Naches Pass tunnel--Additional stud­
ies--Route of highway and tunnel--Appropriation. 
The Washington toll bridge authority is �uthorized and 
directed to make all necessary traffic studtes, acceptable 
to prospective bond purchasers or investment firms to 
determine the amount of subsidy or other financial as­
sistance necessary to make feasible the construction of 
a toll highway and tunnel on primary state highway 5 
through the Cascade mountains, together with the nec­
essary approaches connecting to existing highways. Said 
highway and tunnel project shall start on state highway 
5 near the junction of the White and Greenwater river�; 
thence in an easterly direction through Greenwater n­
ver drainage area to the west portal of the tunnel under 
Pyramid Park; thence to the east portal; thence follow­
ing the north fork of the Little Naches river to the Little 
Naches river; thence down to its junction with the 
Bumping river at state highway 5. 

There is hereby appropriated from the motor vehicl
.
e 

fund to the Washington toll bridge authority for the bi­
ennium ending June 30, 1 963 the sum of fifty thousand 
dollars to carry out the provisions of this section. [ 1961  
ex.s. c 2 1  § 1 8:] 

47.56.640 Bridging lower Columbia river in vicinity 
of Astoria-Megler. The Washington state highway com­
mission is hereby authorized in conjunction with the 
Oregon state highway commission to erect a bridge or 
so much thereof as may be agreed upon with the 
Oregon state highway commission, including ap­
proaches thereto, across the Columbia river in the vi­
cinity of Astoria, Oregon and Megler, Washington. 
Such bridge shall be an integral part of U. S. highway 
No. 10 1  and to the Oregon boundary shall be a part of 
primary state highway No. 12 .  All acts necessary to the 
design and construction of said new bridge and ap­
proaches thereto may be done and performed by either 
the Oregon state highway commission or the 
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Washington state highway commission with the ap­
proval of the other or by both of them jointly. [ 196 1  c 
209 § l .] 

47.56.643 Bridging lower Columbia river in vicinity 
of Astoria-Megler--Agreements with United 
States--Acceptance of public or private funds. In or­
der to carry out the provisions of RCW 47.56.640 
through 47.56.667 the Washington state highway com­
mission may consult, cooperate and enter into agree­
ments with the government of the United States or any 
of its agencies and accept and expend moneys from any 
public or private source, including the government of 
the United States or any political subdivision, which is 
now or may be made available for carrying out the 
purposes contained in RCW 47.56.640 through 47.56-
.667. [ 1 96 1 c 209 § 2.] 

47.56.646 Bridging lower Columbia river in vicinity 
of Astoria-Megler--Agreements with Oregon--Pro­
visions for Oregon bond issue, powers and duties of both 
states, tolls, apportionment of costs, etc. Subject to the 
conditions stated in RCW 47.56.658, the Washington 
state highway commission is hereby authorized to enter 
into such agreements with the Oregon state highway 
commission as it shall find necessary or convenient to 
carry out the purposes of RCW 47.56.640 through 
47.56.667. 

Any such agreements shall include, but shall not be 
limited to, the following: 

( l )  A provision that the state of Oregon or the 
Oregon state highway commission shall issue general 
obligation bonds in the aggregate principal sum of not 
to exceed twenty-four million dollars par value or so 
much thereof as shall be required to pay all costs of lo­
cation and construction of said bridge, but excluding 
costs of location, relocation, improvement, construction 
or reconstruction of approaches as the same are shown 
and described in "A Report On a Proposed Bridge 
Across the Columbia River," prepared by the Oregon 
and Washington state highway commissions, dated 
January, 1959. In determining the amount of money re­
quired for construction, there shall be taken into ac­
count all available financial contributions for such 
construction costs, of whatever description and from 
whatever source. 

(2) A provision that to the extent that revenues de­
rived from the imposition and collection of tolls and 
franchise fees for the use of the bridge in any year are 
insufficient to provide for the payment of principal, in­
terest and other charges incidental to the issuance, sale 
and retirement of the bonds issued by Oregon or any 
subsequent refunding bond issues, the state of Oregon 
will pay the first one hundred thousand dollars of such 
deficit and the state of Washington is bound to pay, 
when due, forty percent of the balance of such deficit 
for such year from any moneys in the motor vehicle 
fund not otherwise pledged or from any other source 
available to the Washington state highway commission 
for said purpose: Provided, That in no case shall the 
portion of such deficit paid by the state of Washington 
exceed two hundred thousand dollars in any such year. 

(3) A provision that the Oregon state highway . c?�­
mission shall assume and have complete responstbthty 
for the operation of the bridge as a toll facility and each 
portion thereof, whether within or without the borders 
of Washington and with full power in the Oregon state 
highway commission to impose and collect. all 

. 
toll 

charges and franchise fees from the users of satd bndge 
and to disburse the revenue derived therefrom for the 
following purposes in the following order: 

(a) Payment of all costs of toll collection and insur­
ance in the event the bridge is insured. 

(b) Payment of the principal, interest and other 
charges incidental to the issuance, sale and retirement 
of the bonds herein provided for including any subse­
quent refunding bonds. 

(4) A provision that the Oregon state highway com­
mission, after consultation with the Washington state 
highway commission shall fix the classifications and 
amounts of tolls to be charged and collected from users 
of said toll facility with power after consultation with 
the Washington state highway commission to revise the 
same if deemed necessary, and the time or times when 
such tolls shall first be imposed. 

(5) A provision that all acts pertaining to the design 
and construction of said bridge may be done and per­
formed by the Oregon. state highway commission or the 
Washington state highway commission with the ap­
proval of the other, or by both, and that any and all 
contracts for the construction of the bridge shall be 
awarded in the name of the state of Oregon by and 
through its state highway commission or the state of 
Washington by and through its state highway commis­
sion, or both: Provided, however, That there shall be a 
further provision that each state shall have full power to 
design and construct approaches to the bridge within 
the respective boundaries of each state . Such ap­
proaches shall constitute a part of the state highways 
system of each state and the cost of design, right of way 
and construction thereof shall be borne by the respec­
tive states from any funds available for such purposes. 
In the event design or construction of approaches is in­
cluded in any contract for the construction of the 
bridge, the cost of such approaches within the respec­
tive boundaries of each state shall be segregated and 
paid for by the respective states. 

Any such agreements may include, but shall not be 
limited to the following: 

( 1 )  A provision that the state of Oregon, the Oregon 
state highway commission, and any other duly consti­
tuted agency of the state of Oregon, the state of 
Washington, the Washington toll bridge authority, the 
Washington state highway commission, and any other 
duly constituted agency of the state of Washington shall 
be reimbursed out of the proceeds of the sale of such 
bonds for any advances they may have made or ex­
penses they may have incurred subsequent to March 1 ,  
1 96 1  for any of the purposes for which said bonds may 
be issued by the state of Oregon, after duly verified, 
itemized statements of such advances and expenses 
have been submitted to and jointly approved by the 
Oregon state highway commission and Washington 
state highway commission. 
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(2) A provision that during the period of operation of 
said bridge as a toll facility all or any part of the main­
tenance and repair work may be performed by either 
the Oregon state highway commission or by the 
Washington state highway commission with a provision 
for payment of the costs of such maintenance and re­
pair one-half from the Oregon state highway commis­
sion and one-half from the Washington state highway 
commission. [ 1961  c 209 § 3. ]  

47.56.649 Bridging lower Columbia river in vicinity 
of Astoria-Megler--Use of Washington motor vehicle 
fuel taxes, motor vehicle fund to pay Oregon bonds if 
tolls and fees insufficient. To the extent that all revenues 
from the imposition and collection of tolls and fran­
chise fees for use of the bridge are insufficient to pro­
vide for the payment of principal, interest and other 
charges incidental to the issuance, sale and retirement 
of the bonds issued by the state of Oregon in connec­
tion with this project, or on any subsequent refunding 
bond issues, there is hereby imposed, to the extent pro­
vided in first subsection (2) of RCW 47.56.646, a first 
and prior charge against all revenues hereafter derived 
from the proceeds of state excise taxes on motor vehicle 
fuels now directed by law to be deposited in the motor 
vehicle fund available for state highway commission 
purposes. 

To the extent that revenues of the project are insuffi­
cient to meet required payments of principal, interest 
and other charges incidental to the issuance, sale and 
retirement of bonds, the Washington state highway 
commission shall use moneys in the motor vehicle fund 
to pay its share of such deficits. [ 196 1 c 209 § 4.] 

47.56.652 Bridging lower Columbia river in vicinity 
of Astoria-Megler--Procedure for this state paying 
deficiency in tolls and fees for Oregon bond issue. The 
payments provided for in RCW 47.56.649, as they come 
due, shall be authorized by the Washington state high­
way commission and paid by warrants signed by the 
state treasurer, upon the duly verified itemized state­
ments of the Oregon state highway commission showing 
the amount due from the state of Washington required 
to meet its share of any deficit computed as provided in 
subsection (2) of RCW 47.56.646. [ 196 1 c 209 § 5.] 

47.56.655 Bridging lower Columbia river in vicinity 
of Astoria-Megler--Washington liability for costs-­
Maintenance and repair--Approaches. The 
Washington state highway commission shall pay one­
half of all costs of maintenance and repair of said 
bridge from funds appropriated for the use of the 
Washington state highway commission for construction 
and maintenance of the primary state highways.  The 
Washington state highway commission shall pay for the 
costs of design, right of way and construction of ap­
proaches to said bridge within the boundaries of the 
state of Washington from funds appropriated for the 
use of the Washington state highway commission for 
construction and maintenance of the primary state 
highways or from any other funds available for said 
purpose. [ 1 96 1  c 209 § 6. J 
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47.56.658 Bridging lower Columbia river in vicinity 
of Astoria-Megler--Financial responsibility of Pacific 
county--Prior commitment required. The Washington 
state highway commission shall not enter into agree­
ments with the Oregon state highway commission for 
the construction of the toll bridge over the lower 
Columbia river as authorized by RCW 47.56.646 unless 
and until : 

Pacific county has, at the request of the state highway 
commission, contributed or properly authorized the 
contribution of money or bonds in the sum of one hun­
dred eighty-five thousand dollars or so much thereof as 
may be necessary to reimburse the Washington state 
highway commission for costs of design and construc­
tion of the approaches to said bridge within the bound­
aries of the state of Washington, such contribution to 
be made by any of the methods authorized in RCW 
47.56.250. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 28 1 § 52; 1 96 1  c 209 § 7.] 

47.56.659 Bridging lower Columbia river in vicinity 
of Astoria-Megler-Contractual obligations of Pacific 
county terminated. All accrued and unaccrued obliga­
tions of Pacific county created by that certain contract 
between the Washington state highway commission and 
Pacific county dated June 20, 1 96 1 ,  entered into pursu­
ant to subsection (2) of RCW 47.56.658 are hereby ter­
minated. [ 1969 ex.s. c 28 1 § 53.] 

47.56.661 Bridging lower Columbia river in vicinity 
of Astoria-Megler--Deposit of contribution of Pacific 
county in motor vehicle fund--Use. In the event Pa­
cific county makes the contribution authorized in sub­
section ( 1 ) of RCW 47.56.658, such contribution shall 
be placed in the motor vehicle fund and shall be avail­
able for state highway purposes. [ 196 1 c 209 § 8.] 

47.56.667 Bridging lower Columbia river in vicinity 
of Astoria-Megler--When toll free. The bridge herein 
provided for shall be operated as a toll-free bridge 
whenever the bonds to he issued by the state of Oregon 
together with interest thereon have been fully paid, un­
less the state of Washington and the state of Oregon 
hereafter agree through their highway commissions that 
tolls shall be retained on the bridge to repay in whole or 
in part the respective states for moneys advanced to pay 
principal or interest on the bonds issued by the state of 
Oregon. [ 196 1  c 209 § 10.]  

47.56.700 Columbia river, Vernita bridge and high­
way approach from Richland--Authorized. If the 
Washington toll bridge authority shall conclude that the 
construction of a toll bridge across the Columbia river 
i� the vicinity of Vernita, including approaches, and a 
htghw�y approach from the vicinity of Richland to said 
�oll bndge, are feasible, the authority is  hereby author­
tzed to make all surveys, design and construct said toll 
bridge and approaches. [ 1963 c 197 § l .J 

47.56.701 Columbia river, Vernita bridge and high­
way approach from Richland--Revenue bonds--­!olls and charges. The Washington toll bridge authority 
1s hereby authorized by resolution to issue and sell its 
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revenue bonds in an amount sufficient to provide funds 
to pay all the costs of construction of such bridge and 
approaches thereto, and the highway approach from the 
vicinity of Richland to said bridge, including but not 
limited to all costs of survey, acquisition of rights of 
way, design, engineering, all expenses of issuance and 
sale of such bonds, and to pay interest on said bonds 
during construction and for six months after tolls are 
first imposed. 

Except as may be otherwise specifically provided in 
RCW 47.20.4 10, 47.20.4 1 5, and 47.56.700 through 47-
.56.706, the provisions of RCW 47.56. 1 30 through 47-
.56.245 shall govern the issuance and sale of said 
revenue bonds, the execution thereof, the disbursement 
of the proceeds of sale thereof, the interest rate or rates 
thereon, their form, terms, conditions, covenants, nego­
tiability, denomination, maturity date or dates, the cre­
ation of special funds or accounts safeguarding and 
providing for the payment of the principal therefor and 
interest thereon, and their manner of redemption and 
retirement. 

Said revenue bonds shall constitute obligations only 
of the Washington toll bridge authority and shall be 
payable both principal and interest from the tolls and 
revenues derived from the operation of said toll bridge 
and from that portion of the motor vehicle fund as 
provided in RCW 47.56.702. Said bonds shall not con­
stitute an indebtedness of the state of Washington and 
shall contain a recital on the face thereof to that effect, 
and shall be negotiable instruments under the law mer­
chant. Such bonds shall include a covenant that the 
payment or redemption thereof and the interest thereon 
are secured by a first and direct charge and lien on all 
of the tolls and other revenues received from the opera­
tion of said toll bridge and from any interest which may 
be earned from the deposit or investment of any such 
revenues and such sums as are pledged from the motor 
vehicle fund as provided in RCW 47.56.702, except for 
payment of costs of operation, maintenance and neces­
sary repairs of said facility. The tolls and charges to be 
imposed shall be fixed in such amounts so that when 
collected they, together with said pledge from the motor 
vehicle fund, will produce revenues that shall be at least 
equal to expenses of operating, maintaining and repair­
ing said toll facility, including all insurance costs, 
amounts for adequate reserves and coverage of annual 
debt service on said bonds, and all payments necessary 
to pay the principal thereof and interest thereon. 

Until all of said bonds are fully paid and until the 
motor vehicle fund is fully reimbursed for all sums ad­
vanced therefrom to pay principal and interest on said 
bonds or any subsequent refunding bond issue, the tolls 
charged for the use of said facility shall never be re­
duced below the sums specified in the following 
schedule: 

For every combination of vehicles and for 
buses having a seating capacity for over 
fifteen persons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $0.75 

For all trucks licensed for a maximum gross 
load of over 8,'000 lbs. other than a com-
bination of vehicles and all buses having 

a seating capacity for less than sixteen 
persons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $0.50 

For all other motor vehicles not specified 
above and for motorcycles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $0.25 

[ 1 963 c 1 97 § 2.] 

47.56.702 Columbia river, Vernita bridge and high­
way approach from RicWand-Piedge of excise taxes 
imposed on motor vehicle fuels. The state highway com­
mission may, at the request of the toll bridge authority, 
pledge the proceeds of all excise taxes imposed o.n m?­
tor vehicle fuels now directed by law to be depostted m 
the motor vehicle fund and which are available for ap­
propriation to the state highway commission for state 
highway purposes in the sum of one hundred th.ousand 
dollars per year for the purpose of guaranteemg the 
payment of principal and interest on bonds issued by 
the authority as authorized in RCW 47.56.701 or for 
sinking fund requirements or reserves established. by the 
authority with respect thereto or for guaranteemg the 
payment of principal and interest on any subsequent 
refunding bond issues. To the extent of any such pledge 
the state highway commission shall use such moneys to 
meet such obligations as they arise but only to the ex­
tent that net revenues of the project are insufficient 
therefor. ( 1963 c 197 § 3.] 

47.56.703 Columbia river, Vernita bridge and high­
way approach from Richland--Continued imposition of 
such taxes. Whenever the state highway commission 
shall have made a pledge of motor vehicle funds as au­
thorized in RCW 47.56.702 the legislature agrees to 
continue to impose excise taxes on motor vehicle fuels, 
and there is imposed a first and prior charge thereon, in 
amounts sufficient to provide the state highway com­
mission with funds necessary to enable it to comply 
with such pledge. [ 1 963 c 1 97 § 4.] 

47.56.704 Columbia river, Vernita bridge and high­
way approach from Richland--Repayment of motor 
vehicle fund money-Continuation of tolls. Any mon­
ey from the motor vehicle fund used by the state high­
way commission for payment of expenses of location, 
maintenance, repair and operation of said bridge and 
approaches and highway approach, and principal or in­
terest on any bonds issued pursuant to RCW 47.56.701 
or any subsequent refunding bond issue shall be repaid 
to the motor vehicle fund to be used for state highway 
purposes from revenues of such project and tolls shall 
be continued for any additional length of time neces­
sary for this purpose. [ 1 963 c 1 97 § 5 .] 

Appropriation, repayment to motor vehicle fund: "There is hereby 
appropriated from the motor vehicle fund to the Washington toll 
bridge authority for the biennium ending June 30, 1965, the sum of 
one hundred seventy-five thousand dollars, or so much thereof as 
may be necessary for the purpose of location, design, and all other 
things preliminary to the construction of the toll bridge and highway 
approach provided for in this amendatory act. This appropriation 
shall be considered a loan and repaid to the motor vehicle fund by 
the authority upon the sale of bonds as provided for under section 2 
of this amendatory act (or] at the discretion of the toll bridge author­
ity from tolls on the Vernita toll bridge." ( 1963 c 197 § 10.] "This 
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amendatory act" is codified as RCW 47.20.4 10, 47.20.4 1 5  and 47.56-
.700 through 47.56.706. "Section 2 of this amendatory act" is codified 
as RCW 47.56.701 .  

47.56.705 Columbia river, Vernita bridge and high­
way approach from Richland--Facility to be part of 
highway system--Operation, collection of tolls. The 
toll facility, when completed, shall become a part of the 
state highway system and the Washington state high­
way commission is hereby authorized to operate and to 
assume the full control of said toll bridge with full 
power to collect tolls from the users of such bridge as 
established by the toll bridge authority for the purpose 
of providing revenue which, with the pledge from the 
motor vehicle fund provided for in RCW 47.56.702, 
shall be sufficient to pay all costs and incidental ex­
penses of location, construction, maintenance, repair 
and operation of said bridge and approaches and high­
way approach from the vicinity of Vernita to said 
bridge, for the repayment of the principal and interest 
on its revenue bonds, and reimbursement to the motor 
vehicle fund of all sums expended therefrom under 
RCW 47.20.41 0, 47.20.4 1 5, and 47.56.700 through 47-
.56.706. [ 1 963 c 1 97 § 6.] 

Reviser's note: RCW 47.20.410 was repealed by 1970 ex.s. c 51 § 
178;  RCW 47.20.415 was repealed by 1967 ex.s. c 145 § 8. 

47.56.706 Columbia river, Vernita bridge and high­
way approach from Richland--Laws applicable-­
Construction of 1963 statute. Except as specifically pro­
vided in RCW 47.20.4 1 0, 47.20.4 1 5  and 47.56.700 
through 47.56.706, the provisions of RCW 47.56.0 10  
through 47.56.257 shall govern and be controlling in all 
matters and things necessary to carry out the purposes 
of RCW 47.20.410, 47.20.41 5  and 47.56.700 through 47-
.56.706. Nothing in RCW 47.20.4 10, 47.20.4 1 5  and 47-
.56.700 through 47.56.706 is intended to amend, alter, 
modify or repeal any of the provisions of any statute 
relating to the powers and duties of the Washington toll 
bridge authority except as such powers and duties are 
amplified or modified by the special provisions of RCW 
47.20.4 10, 47.20.4 1 5  and 47.56.700 through 47.56.706 for 
the uses and purposes herein set forth, and the provi­
sions of RCW 47.20.4 1 0, 47 .20.4 1 5  and 47.56.700 
through 47.56.706 shall be additional to such existing 
statutes and concurrent therewith. [ 1 963 c 1 97 § 7.] 

Reviser's note: See note following RCW 47.56.705. 

47.56.710 Spokane river toll bridge--Contracts 
with bondholders authorized--Additional bridges. The 
highway commission is hereby authorized to contract 
with the bondholders of the Spokane river toll bridge to 
fulfill the purposes, terms, and conditions of such con­
tracts as are hereinafter provided for in this section. 
Notwithstanding the provisions of RCW 47.56.220, the 
highway commission is authorized to design 

_
and c?n­

struct additional bridges across the Spokane nver With­
in ten miles of the existing Spokane river toll bridge: 
Provided, That the highway commission has executed 
contracts with the bondholders of the existing Spokane 
river toll bridge providing that to the extent that reve­
nues from the imposition of tolls and franchise fees for 

ITrtle 47---p 1281 

use of the Spokane river toll bridge are insufficient to 
meet costs of maintenance and operation and required 
payments of principal, interest, an� other charges inci­
dental to the issuance, sale, and retirement of the bonds 
or any subsequent refunding bond issues, the 
Washington state highway commission shall use mon­
eys in the motor vehicle fund to pay such deficits. [ 1969 
ex.s. c 1 1 7 § I .] 

47.56.720 Puget Island-Westport ferry--Payments 
for operation and maintenance to Wahk.iakum county. ( l )  
The legislature finds that the ferry operated by 
Wahkiakum county between Puget Island and Westport 
on the Columbia river provides service which is primar­
ily local in nature with secondary benefits to the state 
highway system in providing a bypass for state route 4 
and providing the only crossing of the Columbia river 
between the Astoria-Megler bridge and the Longview 
bridge. 

(2) The Washington state highway commission is 
hereby authorized to enter into a continuing agreement 
with Wahkiakum county pursuant to which the state 
highway commission shall pay to Wahkiakum county 
from moneys appropriated for such purpose the sum of 
one thousand dollars per month to be used in the oper­
ation and maintenance of the Puget Island ferry, com­
mencing July I ,  1 97 I :  PROVIDED, That from October 
I ,  1 973 through June 30, 1 975 the state highway com­
mission shall pay Wahkiakum county one thousand one 
hundred forty-two dollars and eighty-six cents per 
month. 

Additionally, the Washington state highway commis­
sion is authorized to include in the continuing agree­
ment a provision to reimburse Wahkiakum county for 
sixty percent of the deficit incurred during each previ­
ous fiscal year in the operation and maintenance of the 
ferry, commencing with the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1 972. The state's sixty percent share of the annual op­
erating and maintenance deficit shall include the one 
thousand dollars per month authorized in this subsec­
tion and the one thousand one hundred forty-two dol­
lars and eighty-six cents per month authorized to be 
paid from October l ,  1 973 through June 30, 1 975. 

(3) The annual deficit, if any, incurred in the opera­
tion and maintenance of the ferry shall be determined 
by Wahkiakum county subject to the approval of the 
Washington state highway commission. If sixty percent 
of the deficit for the preceding fiscal year exceeds the 
total amount paid to the county for that year, the addi­
tional amount shall be paid to the county by the 
Washington state highway commission upon the receipt 
of a properly executed voucher: Provided, That the to­
tal of all payments to the county in any biennium shall 
not exceed the amount appropriated for that biennium. 
[ 1 973 2nd ex.s. c 26 § I ;  1 97 1  ex.s. c 254 § 1 .] 

Effective date--1973 2nd ex.s. c 26: "This 1973 amendatory act is 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health 
�nd_ sa�ety, the support of the state government and its existing public 
mstltutlons, and shall take effect October 1 ,  1973." [ 1973 2nd ex.s. c 
26 § 3.] 
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47.56.730 "No Smoking" areas on ferries-Estab· 
lishment authorized. The legislature finds that the public 
health, safety, and welfare requires that "No Smoking" 
areas be established on all state ferries since there is a 
significant number of our citizens who are nonsmokers. 
The state highway commission is hereby authorized and 
directed to promulgate rules and regulations pursuant 
to the administrative procedure act, chapter 34.04 
RCW, to establish and clearly designate areas on all 
state operated ferries which are expressly reserved for 
use by nonsmokers. [ 1 974 1 st ex.s. c 10  § 1 .] 

Chapter 47.58 
EXISTING AND ADDffiONAL BRIDGES 

Sections 
47.58.010 Improvement of existing bridge and construction of new 

bridge as single project-Agreement-Tolls. 
47.58.020 Examinations and surveys--Preliminary expenses-­

Financing. 
47.58.030 Construction, operation of bridges--Collection of 

tolls----Schedule of charges. 
47.58.040 Revenue bonds-Form-Sale-Interim 

bonds-Deposit of proceeds. 
47.58.050 Revenue bonds-Expenses includable--Condi-

47.58.060 
47.58.070 
47.58.080 
47.58.090 

tions--Remedies of bondholders. 
Bond resolution-Disposition of income and revenues. 
Bonds legal investment for state moneys. 
Eminent domain. 
Study of projects---Construction, finance, requires spe· 

cific authorization. 
47.58.500 Manette bridge---Port Washington Narrows project. 
47.58.900 Chapter provides additional method. 

Bridges over navigable waters: RCW 79.01.368--79.01.380. 

47.58.0 I Q Improvement of existing bridge and con· 
struction of new bridge as single project--Agree· 
ment--Tolls. Whenever the legislature shall 
specifically authorize, as a single project, the construc­
tion of an additional toll bridge, including approaches, 
and the reconstruction of an existing adjacent bridge, 
including approaches, and the imposition of tolls on 
both bridges, the state highway commission and the 
Washington toll bridge authority are each hereby au­
thorized to enter into appropriate agreements whereun­
der the existing bridge or its approaches will be 
reconstructed and improved and an additional bridge, 
including approaches and connecting highways will be 
constructed as a part of the same project to be located 
adjacent to or within two miles of such existing bridge 
and wiii be financed through the issuance of revenue 
bonds of the same series. The authority shall have the 
right to impose tolls for traffic over the existing bridge 
as well as the additional bridge for the purpose of pay­
ing the cost of operation and maintenance of said 
bridge or bridges and the interest on and creating a 
sinking fund �or retirement of revenue bonds issued for 
account of such project, all in the manner permitted 
and provided by this chapter. [ 196 1 c 13 § 47.58.0 10. 
Prior: 1 955 c 208 § 1 .] 

47.58.020 Examinations and surveys-Preliminary 
expenses---Financing. For the purpose of obtaining 
information as to the necessity of the reconstruction or 
improvement of any such bridge and the expediency of 

constructing any such additional bridge it shall be the 
duty of the director of highways upon request of the 
state highway commission or the authority to m�ke any 
examination, investigation, survey or reconnaissance 
pertaining thereto and the cost of any such examina­
tion, investigation, survey or reconnaissance, and all 
preliminary expenses in the issuance of any revenue 
bonds, making surveys and appraisals and

. 
drafting, 

printing, issuance and sale of bonds under thts chapter, 
shall be advanced by any interested municipality, agen­
cy or department of the state of Washington and all 
such advancements shall be reimbursed out of any pro­
ceeds derived from the sale of bonds or out of tolls and 
revenues to be derived by the authority through its op­
erations hereunder for account of the project, as may be 
agreed upon between the authority and such munici­
pality, agency or department. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.58.020. 
Prior: 1 955 c 208 § 2.] 

47.58.030 Construction, operation of bridges--Col· 
lection of tolls-Schedule of charges. The director of 
highways shall have full charge of the construction of 
all such improvements and reconstruction work and the 
construction of any additional bridge, including ap­
proaches and connecting highways, that may be au­
thorized by the authority under this chapter and the 
operation of such bridge or bridges, as well as the col­
lection of tolls and other charges for services and facili­
ties thereby afforded. The schedule of charges for such 
services and facilities shall be fixed and revised from 
time to time by the authority so that the tolls and reve­
nues collected will yield annual revenue and income 
sufficient, after payment or allowance for all operating, 
maintenance and repair expenses, to pay the interest on 
all revenue bonds outstanding under the provisions of 
this chapter for account of the project and to create a 
sinking fund for the retirement of such revenue bonds 
at or prior to maturity, and such charges shall be con­
tinued until all such bonds and interest thereon and 
unpaid advancements, if any, shall have been paid. 
[ 1 96 1 c 13 § 47.58.030. Prior: 1 955 c 208 § 3.] 

47.58.040 Revenue bonds-Form--Sale---In­
terim bonds-Deposit of proceeds. For the purpose of 
paying the cost of all or any part of such improvement 
and reconstruction work and the construction of any 
such additional bridge, approaches thereto and con­
necting highways, the authority is hereby authorized by 
resolution to issue its revenue bonds which shall consti­
tute obligations only of the authority and shall be pay­
able from any funds available, except that portion of 
the motor vehicle fund allocated by law to the 
Washington state highway commission, and except rev­
enue from the general fund, including but not limited to 
the revenues and income from the operation of the 
bridge or bridges constituting the project as may be 
provided in and by such resolution. Each such revenue 
bond shall contain a recital that payment or redemption 
of the bond and payment of the interest thereon is se­
cured by a direct charge and lien upon the tolls and 
revenues pledged for that purpose and that such bond 
does not constitute an indebtedness of the state of 
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Washington. Such revenue bonds may bear such date 
or dates, mav mature at such time or times as the au­
thority shall -determine, may bear interest at such rate 
or rates, may be in such denomination or denomina­
tions, may be in such form, either coupon or registered, 
may carry such registration and conversion privileges, 
may be made subject to such terms of redemption with 
or without premium, and may contain such other terms 
and covenants not inconsistent with this chapter as may 
be provided in such resolution. Notwithstanding the 
form or tenor thereof, and in the absence of an express 
recital on the face thereof that the bond is nonnegotia­
ble each such revenue bond shall at all times be and 
shall be treated as a negotiable instrument for all pur­
poses. All such bonds shall be signed by the state trea­
surer and countersigned by the governor and any 
interest coupons appertaining thereto shall bear the sig­
nature of the state treasurer: Provided, That the coun­
tersignature of the governor on such bonds and the 
signature of the state treasurer on such coupons may be 
their printed or lithographed facsimile signatures. Pend­
ing the issuance of definitive bonds, temporary or inter­
im bonds, certificates or receipts of any denomination 
and with or without coupons attached may be issued as 
may be provided by said resolution. All bonds issued 
under or by authority of this chapter shall be sold to 
the highest and best bidder at such price or prices, at 
such rate or rates of interest and after such advertising 
for bids as the authority may deem proper: Provided, 
That the authority may reject any and all bids so sub­
mitted and thereafter sell such bonds so advertised un­
der such terms and conditions as the authority may 
deem advantageous. The purchase price of all bonds is­
sued hereunder shall be paid to the state treasurer con­
sistent with the provisions of the resolution pursuant to 
which such bonds have been issued or to the trustee 
designated in the bond resolution and held as a sepa­
rate trust fund to be disbursed on the orders of the au­
thority . .[ 1 973 c 1 06 § 27 ; 1 970 ex.s. c 56 § 64; 1 969 ex.s. 
c 232 § 78;  1 96 1  c 1 02 § 1 ;  1 96 1  c 13 § 47.58.040. Prior: 
1 955 c 208 § 4.] 

Purpose--Effective date--1970 ex.s. c 56: See notes following 
RCW 39.44.030. 

Validation-Saving-Severability-1969 ex.s. c 232: See 
notes foUowing RCW 39.44.030. 

47.58.050 Revenue bonds--Expenses includa­
ble-Conditions--Remedies of bondholders. In de­
terminjng the amount of bonds required to be issued 
there may be included any expenses incurred by the 
authority, or approved by the authority, in connection 
with and incidental to the issuance and sale of bonds 
and for the preparation of surveys and estimates and 
making inspections and examinations, required reserves, 
if any, interest during the estimated construction peri­
od and for six months thereafter, and a reasonable 
a�ount for initial operating expenses and prepaid in­
surance. The authority is hereby empowered to include 
in any resolution authorizing the issuance of the bonds 
such covenants, stipulations and conditions as may be 
deemed necessary with respect to the continued use and 
application of the revenues and income from the bridge 
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or bridges. The holder of any bond or the trustee for 
any bonds designated by resolution may by mandamus 
or other appropriate proceeding require and compel 
performance of any duties imposed upon any state de­
partment, official or employee, including any duties im­
posed upon or undertaken by the authority or its 
officers, agents and employees in connection with any 
improvement or reconstruction work on any such exist­
ing bridge, the construction of any su�h a�ditional 
bridge, including approaches and connectmg h1ghways, 
provided to be so constructed, the maintenance and 
operation of the bridge or bridges and in connection 
with the collection, deposit, investment, application and 
disbursement of the proceeds of the bonds and the rev­
enues and income derived from the operation of the 
bridge or bridges. [ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47.58.050. Prior: 1 955 c 
208 § 5.] 

47.58.060 Bond resolution--Disposition of income 
and revenues. Each resolution providing for the issuance 
of revenue bonds shaH provide for setting aside the 
necessary amounts for the reasonable and proper oper­
ation, maintenance and repair expenses, and shall fix 
and determine the amounts to be set apart and applied 
to the payment of the interest on and retirement of the 
revenue bonds. All income and revenues as collected 
shall be paid to the state treasurer for the account of 
the authority as a separate trust fund and to be segre­
gated and set apart for the payment of the revenue 
bonds or may be remitted to and held by a designated 
trustee in such manner and with such collateral as may 
be provided in the resolution authorizing the issuance 
of said bonds. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.58.060. Prior: 1 955 c 208 
§ 6.] 

47.58.070 Bonds legal investment for state moneys. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, bonds 
issued under this chapter shall be legal investments by 
the state finance committee of any state moneys in its 
hands, except permanent school funds. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47-
.58.070. Prior: 1 955 c 208 § 7.] 

47.58.080 Eminent domain. The authority is hereby 
authorized and empowered to acquire in the name of 
the state by the exercise of the power of eminent do­
main any lands, property, rights, rights of way, fran­
chises, easements and other property of any person, 
firm or corporation, political subdivision or other own­
er, deemed necessary or convenient for the construc­
tion, reconstruction, improvement and operation of any 
pr?ject initiated and carried on by the authority under 
this chapter. Such proceedings shall be in accordance 
with

. 
and subject to the provisions of any and all laws 

applicable to the exercise of the power of eminent do­
mam by the state. [ 1 96 1 c 1 3  § 47.58.080. Prior: 1 955 c 
208 § 8.] 

47.58.090 Study of projects--Construction, fi­
n�nce, requir� specific authorization. Under the provi­
sion� of this chapter proj ects other than those 
specifically a

_
uthorized herein involving existing bridges 

may be studied and analyzed by the authority and the 
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comm1sswn, and recommendations therefor may be 
submitted to the legislature, but such other projects 
shall not be financed or constructed by the said author­
ity under the provisions hereof until further specific au­
thorization therefor has been provided by the 
legislature. '[ 196 1 c 13 § 47.58.090. Prior : 1955 c 208 § 
1 1 .] 

47.58 .. 500 Manette bridge--Port Washington Nar­
rows project. ( I )  The authority is especially authorized 
under the provisions of this chapter to reconstruct and 
improve the existing approaches and construct new ap­
proaches to the Manette bridge on secondary state 
highway 2 1-B in the city of Bremerton, and to con­
struct an additional bridge, including approaches, over 
Port Washington Narrows in the vicinity of the said 
Manette bridge, at such exact location as may be se­
lected by the director of highways, the state highway 
commission and the authority. Such project shall be 
known and designated as the Port Washington Narrows 
project and such new bridge and approaches when 
constructed shall be and become an integral part of the 
state highway system to be connected with and be a 
part of secondary state highway 2 1-B. 

(2) The authority shall have the right to impose tolls 
for pedestrian and vehicular traffic over the existing 
Manette bridge, as well as such new bridge when con­
structed, for the purpose of paying the costs of recon­
structing and improving approaches and constructing 
new approaches to the existing Manette bridge, con­
structing the new bridge in the vicinity thereof, to pay 
interest on and create a sinking fund for the retirement 
of revenue bonds issued for account of such project, 
and to pay any and all costs and expenses incurred by 
the authority in connection with and incidental to the 
issuance and sale of bonds, and for the preparation of 
surveys and estimates and to establish the required in­
terest reserves for and during the estimated construction 
period and for six months thereafter. [ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47-
.58.500. Prior: 1955 c 208 § 1 0.] 

47.58.900 Chapter provides additional method. This 
chapter shall be deemed to provide an additional and 
alternative method for the doing of the things author­
ized thereby, and shall be regarded as supplemental and 
additional to powers conferr·ed by other laws, and shall 
not be regarded as in derogation of any powers existing 
on June 8, 1 955. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.58.900. Prior: 1955 c 
208 § 9.] 

Chapter 47.60 
PUGET SOUND FERRY AND TOLL BRIDGE 

SYSTEM 
Sections 
47.60.010 

47.60.015 
47.60.017 

47.60.020 
47.60.030 

47.60.040 

Ferry system, toll bridges, and facilities authorized-­
Power to contract. 

"Washington State Ferries"--Name authorized, 
State ferry system declared to be a public mass transpor­

tation system. 
Eminent domain--Condemnation proceedings. 
Existing contracts-Prior negotiations and bids 

validated. 
Survey by highway commission. 

47.60.045 

47.60.050 
47.60.060 

47.60.070 
47.60.080 
47.60.090 
47.60.100 
47.60. 1 10 
47.60. 1 13 

47.60. 1 14 
47.60. 1 15 
47.60. 120 

47.60. 122 

47.60. 124 
47.60. 126 

47.60. 130 

47.60. 140 

47.60. 1 50 

47.60. 160 
47.60. 170 

47.60. 1 80 
47.60. 190 

47.60.200 
47.60.210 
47.60.220 
47.60.230 
47.60.240 

47.60.250 

47.60.260 
47.60.270 
47.60.275 

47.60.277 

47.60.280 

47.60.282 

47.60.283 

47.60.290 
47.60.300 

47.60.3 10 

47.60.325 
47.60.350 
47.60.360 

47.60.370 

47.60.380 

47.60.390 

47.60.400 

47.60.410 

Comprehensive long range plan for cross sound 
transportation. 

Improvement of facilities-Financing. 
Revenue bonds authorized--Issuance--Condi-

tions-Negotiability--Interim bonds. 
Bond resolution to provide for setting aside funds. 
Determining amount of bonds to be issued. 
Sale of bonds-Deposit, disbursement of proceeds. 
Bonds are legal investment for state moneys. 
Bondholders may compel performance. 
Refunding bonds--Authorization--Amount--In-

terest----Conditions. 
Refunding bonds-Payable from revenues. 
Refunding bonds-Disposition--Laws applicable. 
Other crossings-Infringement of existing franchis-

es-Protection of outstanding bonds. 
Ferries, terminal facilities-Interim revenue warrants 

authorized. 
Revenue refunding bonds to redeem interim warrants. 
Interim warrants and refunding bonds-Laws 

applicable. 
Unit or combined operation--Continuous project-­

Rental, charter, lease, of system pmperty----Sale of 
unneeded property. 

System as self-liquidating undertaking--Powers of 
highway commission--Concessions. 

Fixing of charges-Deposit, segregation, and disburse­
ment of revenues. 

Reimbursement of motor vehicle fund. 
Ferries revolving fund authorized--Deposit of excess 

funds. 
"Authority revolving fund" established--Purposes. 
Projects established through authority revolving 

fund--Repayment of fund. 
Consent to liability not general liability of state. 
Seamen may sue for injuries-Venue. 
Authority as common carrier--Rights and liabilities. 
Liability for damages as to persons or property. 
Liability to persons other than shippers or passen-

gers--Limitation. 
Claim for damages-Filing--Contents-Time 

limitations. 
Payment of claims. 
Venue of actions--Enforcement of judgment. 
Authority and jurisdiction of local law enforcement offi-

cers at state ferry terminals and upon ferries. 
"No Smoking" areas on state ferries-Establishment 

authorized. 
Ferry service--Lummi Island to Orcas Island-­

Limitation on operation. 
Ferry service between Port Townsend and Keystone-­

Operation authorized, when. 
Ferry service between Port Townsend and Keystone-­

Purpose. 
State ferries-Review of tariffs and charges. 
State ferries----Scope of review--Periodic reviews 

required. 
State ferries--Local expressions--Local advisory 

committees. 
State ferries--Tolls----Stabilization---Changes. 
Puget Sound reserve account----Created--Use. 
Puget Sound reserve account--Excess funds in ac-

count to be transferred to Puget Sound capital con­
struction account. 

Puget Sound reserve account----Specific uses 
enumerated. 

Puget Sound l'eserve account--Transfer of moneys to 
commission secondary to unpaid obligation�n­
tinuing levy and deposit of motor vehicle fuel and use 
fuel taxes pledged. 

Puget Sound reserve account--Investment of funds 
not required for specified purposes. 

Additional revenue bonds, refunding bonds, authorized, 
1961 Act. 

Additional revenue bonds, refunding bonds, authorized, 
1%1 Act--"Ferry improvement fund"--Uses­
Composition. 
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47.60.420 

47.60.430 

47.60.440 

47.60.450 

47.60.460 

47.60.470 

47.60.500 

47.60.505 

47.60.5 1 0  

47.60.520 

47.60.530 

47.60.540 

Additional revenue bonds. refunding bonds, authorized, 
1 96 1  Act-Prior charge against 'Puget Sound reserve 
account if ferry system and Hood Canal bridge reve­
nues insufficient-Repayment. 

Additional revenue bonds, refunding bonds, authorized, 
1 96 1  Act-Agreement to continue imposition of cer­
tain taxes. 

Additional revenue bonds. refunding bonds, authorized, 
1 96 1  Act-Ferry system a revenue-producing un­
dertaking-Debt service-Tolls on ferry system 
and Hood Canal bridge. 

Additional revenue bonds, refunding bonds, authorized, 
1961 Act-Revision of tolls to meet debt service. 

Additional revenue bonds, refunding bonds, authorized, 
1 96 1  Act-Repayment of 1 96 1  appropriation for 
Hood canal bridge--Continuation of tolls--Obli­
gations subordinate to obligations subsequently in­
curred for ferry system and bridge. 

Additional revenue bonds, r,efunding bonds, autlwriz.ed, 
1 96 1  Act-Periodic reports by authority to joint 
fact-finding committee on highways. 

Acquisition of additional ferries--Legislative find­
ing-Highway commission authority. 

Puget Sound capital construction account---Cre­
ated-Use. 

Evaluation of alternative methods of providing ferry 
transportation service across Puget Sound and adja­
cent waters. 

Evaluation of alternative methods of providing ferry 
transportation service across Puget Sound and adja­
cent waters----Cross sound transportation plan­
Progress reports. 

Puget Sound ferry operations account--Created­
Use. 

Puget Sound ferry operations account-Transfer of 
excess funds. 

Bridges across navigable waters: RCW 79.0/.368-79.01.380. 
Credit permits for vehicular passage: RCW 47.56.247, 47.56.248. 
Sale, lease of unneeded toll facility, ferry system property-Fran­

chises for u tility, railway purposes: RCW 47.56.252 through 
47.56.257. 

Study of alternative methods of financing cross sound transportation 
facilities: RCW 44.40.026. 

Traffic violations and unlawful acts on toll facility or ferry: RCW 
46.61.690. 

47.60.010 Ferry system, toll bridges, and facilities 
authorized-Power to contract. The Washington toll 
bridge authority hereinafter referred to as the authority 
is hereby authorized to acquire by lease, charter, con­
tract, purchase, condemnation or construction, and 
partly by any or all of such means, and to thereafter 
operate, improve and extend, a system of ferries on and 
crossing Puget Sound and any of its tributary waters 
and connections thereof and connecting with the public 
streets and highways in the state, such system of ferries 
to include such boats, vessels, wharves, docks, ap­
proaches, landings, franchises, licenses, and appurte­
nances, as shall be determined by the authority to be 
necessary or desirable for efficient operation of the ferry 
system and best serve the public. The authority may in 
like manner acquire by purchase, condemnation or 
construction and include in such ferry system such toll 
bridges, approaches and connecting roadways as may 
be deemed by the authority advantageous in channeling 
traffic to points served by the ferry system. In addition 
to the powers of acquisition herein granted the authori­
ty is hereby empowered to enter into any contracts, 
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agreements or leases with any person, firm or corpora­
tion and to thereby provide, on such terms and condi­
tions as it shall determine, for the operation of any ferry 
or fe. ries or system thereof, whether acquired by the 
authority or not. [ 1 96 1 c 1 3  § 47.60.010. Prior: 1949 c 
1 79 § l ;  Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6584--30,} 

47.60.01 5  "Washington State Ferries"--Name au­
thorized. The Washington toll bridge authority is hereby 
authorized to operate its ferry system under the name: 
"Washington State Ferries." [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.60.015. Pri­
or: 1 953 c 33 § 1 .] 

47.60.01 7  State ferry system declared to be a public 
mass transportation system. The legislature finds and 
declares that the state ferry system is a public mass 
transportation system. [ 1 974 1 st ex.s. c 1 05 § 1 .] 

47.60.020 Eminent domain--Condemnation pro­
ceedings. For the purpose of carrying out any or all of 
the powers herein granted the authority shall have the 
power of eminent domain for the acquisition of either 
real or personal property, used or useful for such Puget 
Sound ferry system. Condemnation pursuant to this 
chapter shall be the procedure set out in chapter 8.04 
RCW: Provided, That the authority may institute con­
demnation proceedings in the superior court of any 
county or other court of competent jurisdiction in 
which any of the property sought to be condemned is 
located or in which the owner of any thereof does busi­
ness, and the court in any such action shall have juris­
diction to condemn property wherever located within 
the state: Provided further, That it shall not be neces­
sary to allege or prove any offer to purchase or inability 
to agree with the owners thereof for the purchase of any 
such property in said proceedings. It  is the intention of 
this section to permit the consolidation in one action of 
all condemnation proceedings necessary to acquire a 
ferry system, and every type of property incident there­
to, irrespective of its location within the state or diver­
sity of ownership. Upon the filing of a petition for 
condemnation as provided in this section the court may 
issue an order restraining the removal from the juris­
diction of the state of any personal property sought to 
be acquired by the proceeding during the pendency 
thereof. The court shall further have the power to issue 
such orders or process as shall be necessary to place the 
authority into possession of any property condemned. 
[ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.60.020. Prior: 1 949 c 1 79 § 2; Rem. 
Supp. 1949 § 6584-3 1 .] 

47.60.030 Existing contracts--Prior negotiations 
and bids validated. In any case where the authority shall 
take over any property or properties which are under 
lease, contract or concession, or where the authority has 
here

.
tofore entered into any contract or negotiation or 

recetved any bid for any of the purposes set forth in this 
�hapter, the authority is hereby authorized to continue 
m e�ect and carry out any such contract, lease or con­
cessro� or complete any such negotiation or accept any 
such btd or any modification of any of them which shall 
appear advantageous to the authority without regard to 
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any limitations or directions as to the manner thereof 
contained in this chapter: Provided, That this section 
shall not b_e construed as requiring the authority so to 
act, �ut this section shall be permissive only and then 
o�ly m respect to contracts, leases, concessions, negoti­
atiOns or bids existing, entered into or received prior to 
April 1 ,  1 949. [ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47.60.030. Prior : 1 949 c 179 
§ 7 ;  Rem. Supp. 1 949 § 6584-36.] 

47.60.040 Survey by highway commission. For the 
purpose of obtaining information for the consideration 
of the authority upon the acquisition of any ferries or 
ferry f�cilities or t�e construction of any toll bridge un­
der th!s _chapter, It shall be the duty of the highway 
commissiOn, upon request of the authority, to make any 
examination, investigation, survey or reconnaissance for 
the determination of material facts pertaining thereto 
and report the same to the authority. 

The cost of any such examination, investigation, sur­
vey 

. 
or reconnaissance and all preliminary expenses 

leadmg up to and resulting in the issuance of any reve­
�me bo�ds including, but not being limited to expenses 
m

. �
akm

_
g surveys and appraisals and the drafting, 

pnntmg, Issuance and sale of bonds under this chapter 
shall be borne by the highway commission out of the 
motor vehicle fund. All such costs and expenses as well 
as any thereof heretofore incurred shall be reimbursed 
to said motor vehicle fund out of any proceeds derived 
from the sale of bonds or out of tolls and revenues to 
be derived by the authority through its operations here­
under. [ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47.60.040. Prior: 1 949 c 179 § 4, 
part; Rem. Supp. 1 949 § 6584-33, part.] 

47.60.045 Comprehensive long range plan for cross 
sound transportation. The Washington state highway 
commission, in cooperation with the legislative trans­
portation committee, is authorized and directed to pre­
pare a comprehensive long range plan for cross sound 
transportation concerning the proper location of bridges 
and ferry routes, possible use of hovercraft or other 
forms of water transportation, together with necessary 
connecting roads and terminals for the facilities of 
transportation across Puget Sound. The committee and 
commission shall utilize all current and prior surveys 
and reports heretofore made concerning cross sound 
transportation. 

The comprehensive plan provided for in this section 
shall be transmitted with the financing plan provided 
for in RCW 44.40.026 to the 1 973 legislature. [ 197 1 ex.s. 
c 1 95 § 1 7 ;  1 963 ex.s. c 3 § 23.] 

Severability-1971 ex.s. c 195: See note following RCW 
44.40.0 10. 

47.60.050 Improvement of facilities--Financing. 
Any facility which the authority acquires or is author­
ized to acquire under the provisions of this chapter may 
be rehabilitated, rebuilt, enlarged or improved, and the 
cost thereof may be paid from the revenues of the sys­
tem or through the issuance of bonds as hereinafter 
provided. [ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47.60.050. Prior : 1949 c 179 § 3, 
part; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6584-32, part.] 

47.60.060 Revenue bonds authorized--Issu-
ance---Conditions--Negotiability--Interim bonds. 
For the purpose of paying the cost of acquiring by 
lease, charter, contract, purchase, condemnation or 
construction all or any part of such Puget Sound ferry 
system, including toll bridges, approaches and road­
ways incidental thereto, and for rehabilitating, rebuild­
ing, enlarging or improving all or any part of said 
system, the authority is hereby authorized by resolution 
to issue its revenue bonds which shall constitute obliga­
tions only of the authority and shall be payable solely 
and only from all or such part of the revenues from the 
operation of the system as may be provided in and by 
such resolution. 

Each such revenue bond shall contain a recital that 
payment or redemption of the bond and payment of the 
interest thereon is secured by a direct charge and lien 
upon the tolls and revenues pledged for that purpose 
and that such bond does not constitute an indebtedness 
of the state of Washington. 

The authority is hereby empowered to include in any 
resolution authorizing the issuance of the bonds such 
covenants, stipulations and conditions as may be 
deemed necessary with respect to the continued use and 
application of the income and revenues from the 
undertaking. 

Such revenue bonds may bear such date or dates, 
may mature at such time or times as the authority shall 
determine, may bear interest at such rate or rates, may 
be in such denomination or denominations, may be in 
such form, either coupon or registered, may carry such 
registration and conversion privileges, may be made 
subject to such terms of redemption with or without 
premium, and may contain such other terms and cove­
nants not inconsistent with this chapter as may be pro­
vided in such resolution. Notwithstanding the form or 
tenor thereof, and in the absence of an express recital 
on the face thereof that the bond is nonnegotiable each 
such revenue bond shall at all times be and shall be 
treated as a negotiable instrument for aU purposes. All 
such bonds shall be signed by the state treasurer and 
countersigned by the governor and any interest coupons 
appertaining thereto shall bear the signature of the state 
treasurer :  Provided, That the countersignature of the 
governor on such bonds and the signature of the state 
treasurer on such coupons may be their printed or lith­
ographed facsimile signatures. 

�end�ng the issuan�e of definitive bonds, temporary 
or mtenm bonds, certlficates or receipts of any denomi­
�ation and with or without coupons attached may be 
Issued as may be provided by said resolution. [ 1 973 c 
106 § 28; 1 970 ex.s. c 56 § 65; 1 969 ex.s. c 232 § 34; 
1 961  c 13 § 47.60.060. Prior: 1 949 c 1 79 § 4, part; Rem. 
Supp. 1949 § 6584-33, part.] 

Purpose-Effective date---1970 ex.s. c 56: See notes following 
RCW 39.44.030. 

Validation---Saving---Severability-1969 ex.s. c 232: See 
notes following RCW 39.44.030. 

47.60.070 Bond resolution to provide for setting aside 
fund�. Any r�s?lution of the Washington toll bridge au­
thonty prov1dmg for the issuance of revenue bonds 
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shall provide for setting aside the necessary amounts for 
the reasonable and proper operation, maintenance, and 
repair expenses, and shall fix and determine the 
amo�nts to be set apart and applied to the payment of 
the mterest on and retirement of the revenue bonds, 
a�d the amounts to be set apart and paid into any spe­
cial funds for renewals, replacements, rebuilding, en­
larging, or improving the system. Each such resolution 
made hereafter shall provide for proceeds of the sale of 
revenue bonds to be placed in the "authority revolving 
fund," as established by RCW 47.60. 1 80 as follows: 
Three-fourths of one percent on the first five million 
dollars or part thereof; five-eighths of one percent on 
the amount over five million dollars to and including 
ten million dollars; one-half of one percent on the 
amount over ten million dollars to and including twen­
ty-five million dollars ; three-eighths of one percent on 
the amount over twenty-five million dollars to and in­
cluding fifty million dollars, one-quarter of one percent 
on the amount over fifty million dollars to and includ­
ing seventy-five million dollars; and one-eighth of one 
percent on all amounts over seventy-five million dol­
lars : Provided, That no such payments shall be made to 
the authority revolving fund from proceeds derived 
from the sale of bonds for the construction, mainte­
nance, and operation of facilities between the state of 
Washington and any other state, territory, or province, 
where such other state, territory, or province, or any 
political subdivision thereof, joins with the state of 
Washington in the construction or operation of such 
facility: Provided further, That no such payments shall 
be made into the authority revolving fund from the 
proceeds of bonds sold for the purpose of refunding 
outstanding revenue bonds of the Washington toll 
bridge authority. [ 1 96 1  c 13 § 47.60.070. Prior: 1957 c 
230 § 1 ;  1 955 c 2 1  § 1 ;  1 953 c 220 § 4; 1 949 c 179 § 5, 
part; Rem. Supp. 1 949 § 6584--34, part.] 

47.60.080 Determining amount of bonds to be issued. 
In determining the amount of bonds required to be is­
sued there may be included any expenses incurred by 
the authority in connection with and incidental to the 
issuance and sale of bonds and for the preparation of 
surveys and estimates and making inspections and ex­
aminations, interest during the estimated construction 
period, and for six months thereafter, and a reasonable 
amount for working capital and prepaid insurance. 
p 96 1  c 13 § 47.60.080. Prior: 1949 c 179 § 4, part; Rem. 
Supp. 1 949 § 6584--33, part.] 

47.60.090 Sale of bonds--Deposit, disbursement of 
proceeds. All bonds issued under or by authority of this 
chapter shall be sold to the highest and best bidder af­
ter such advertising for bids as the authority may deem 
proper: Provided, That the authority may reject any 
and all bids so submitted and thereafter sell such bonds 
so advertised under such terms and conditions as the 
authority may deem most advantageous to its own in­
terests. The purchase price of all bonds issued hereun­
der shall be paid to the state treasurer consistent with 
the provisions of the resolution pursuant to which such 
bonds have been issued or to the trustee designated in 
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the bond resolution and held as a separate trust fund to 
be disbursed on the orders of the authority. [ 1 96 1  c 13 § 
47 .60.090. Prior: 1949 c 179 § 4, part; Rem. Supp. 1949 
§ 6584--33, part.] 

47.60.100 Bonds are legal investment for state mon­
eys. Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, 
bonds issued by the authority shall be legal investments 
by the state finance committee of any state moneys in 
its hands, except permanent school funds and motor 
vehicle funds. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.60. 100. Prior: 1953 c 154 
§ 14;  195 1  c 259 § 3 ;  1951  c 1 2 1  § 14;  1 949 c 179 § 8; 
Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6584--37.] 

47.60.110 Bondholders may compel performance. The 
holder of any bond or the trustee for any bonds desig­
nated by resolution may by mandamus or other appro­
priate proceeding require and compel performance of 
any duties imposed upon any state department, official 
or employee, including any duties imposed upon or un­
dertaken by the authority or its officers, agents and em­
ployees in connection with the construction, 
maintenance and operation of the ferry system and in 
connection with the collection, deposit, investment, ap­
plication and disbursement of the proceeds of the bonds 
and the revenue and income derived from the operation 
of the system. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.60. 1 10. Prior: 1 949 c 179 
§ 4, part; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6584-33, part.] 

47.60. 1 13 Refunding bonds--Authorization-­
Amount--Interest-Conditions. The Washington 
toll bridge authority is hereby authorized to refund, at 
the maturity thereof, or before the maturity thereof if 
they are subject to call prior to maturity or if all of the 
holders thereof consent thereto, upon such terms and 
conditions as it shall deem best, any or all of its revenue 
bonds now or hereafter outstanding, issued for the pur­
pose of acquiring, constructing or reconstructing any 
toll bridge, toll road, toll tunnel, ferry system, or any 
other toll facility of any sort, or issued for the purpose 
of refunding such bonds, which revenue bonds are pay­
able out of all or part of the revenues of such toll facil­
ity. Refunding bonds may be issued hereunder in a 
sufficient amount to provide additional funds for ac­
quiring, constructing, reconstructing, rehabilitating, re­
building, enlarging or improving any toll bridge, toll 
road, toll tunnel, ferry system, or any other toll facility 
of any sort, and to pay all refunding costs and expenses 
and to provide adequate reserves for said toll facility 
an� for any such refunding bonds. Various issues and 
senes of such outstanding bonds, including refunding 
bonds, m�y be combined and refunded by a single issue 
�f refundmg bonds. Such refunding bonds shall bear 
mterest at such rates and mature at such times without 
li�itation by the interest rates or maturity of the bonds 
bemg refunded, and shall contain such other covenants 
and conditio� as the Washington toll bridge authority 
shall determme by resolution. [ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47.60. 1 13. 
Prior: 1957 c 1 52 § 1 ;  1 955 c 17 § 1 .] 
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47.60.1 14 Refunding bonds--Payable from reve­
n�es. Any refunding bonds authorized herein shall con­
stitute obligations of the Washington toll bridge 
authority only and not of the state of Washington. They 
shall be payable solely out of all or such part of the 
revenues derived from the operation of the toll bridge, 
toll road, toll tunnel, ferry system, or any other toll fa­
cility, as shall be provided in the resolution authorizing 
the issuance of such refunding bonds. [ 1 96 1 c 1 3  § 47-
.60. 1 14. Prior: 1 957 c 1 52 § 2 ;  1955 c 1 7  § 2.] 

47.60.1 15 Refunding bonds--Disposition--Laws 
applicable. The bonds herein authorized shall, in the 
discretion of the Washington toll bridge authority, be 
exchanged at the best possible price for the bonds being 
refunded or any such bonds not exchanged shall be 
sold in the manner provided in RCW 47.60.090. The 
bonds herein authorized shall be issued in accordance 
with, and shall be subject to, the provisions of RCW 
47.60.050, 47.60.060, 47.60.070, 47.60.080, 47.60. 100, 47-
.60. 1 10 and 47.60. 1 20. [ 196 1 c 13 § 47.60. 1 1 5.  Prior : 
1957 c 1 52 § 3 ;  1 955 c 1 7  § 3.] 

47.60.120 Other crossings--Infringement of exist­
ing franchises-Protection of outstanding bonds. In 
the event the authority acquires or constructs, maintains 
and operates any ferry crossings upon or toll bridges 
over Puget Sound or any of its tributary or connecting 
waters there shall not be constructed, operated or 
maintained any other ferry crossing upon or bridge over 
any such waters within ten miles of any such crossing 
or bridge operated or maintained by the authority ex­
cepting such bridges or ferry crossings in existence, and 
being operated and maintained under a lawfully issued 
franchise at the time of the location of the ferry cross­
ing or construction of the toll bridge by the authority. 
The authority shall not maintain and operate any ferry 
crossing or toll bridge over Puget Sound or any of its 
tributary or connecting waters which would infringe 
upon any franchise lawfully issued by the state and in 
existence and being exercised at the time of the location 
of the ferry crossing or toll bridge by the authority, 
without first acquiring the rights granted to such fran­
chise holder under said franchise. 

While any revenue bonds issued by the authority un­
der the provisions of this chapter are outstanding no 
additional bonds shall be issued for the purposes of ac­
quiring, constructing, operating or maintaining any fer­
ries or toll bridges within the aforesaid ten mile distance 
by the authority unless the revenues of any such addi­
tional ferries or toll bridges are pledged to the bonds 
then outstanding to the extent provided by the resolu­
tion authorizing the issue of such outstanding bonds. 
The provisions of this section shall be binding upon the 
state, and all of its departments, agencies and instru­
mentalities, as well as any and all private, political, mu­
nicipal . and public corporations and subdivisions, 
including cities, towns, counties and other political sub­
divisions, and the prohibitions of this section shall re­
strict and limit the powers of the legislature of the state 
in respect to the matters herein mentioned so long as 
any of such bonds are outstanding and unpaid and 

shall be deemed to constitute a contract to that effect 
for the benefit of the holders of all such bonds. [ 1 96 1  c 
13  § 47.60. 1 20. Prior: 1949 c 1 79 § 6; Rem. Supp. 1949 
§ 6584-35.] 

47.60.122 Ferries, terminal facilities-Interim rev­
enue warrants authorized. For the purpose of paying the 
cost of acquiring, constructing or reconstructing ferries 
or ferry terminal facilities, and aU costs which may be 
incurred in connection therewith, the Washington toll 
bridge authority is hereby authorized to issue interim 
revenue warrants, which shall constitute obligations 
only of the authority, and which shall not be obliga­
tions of the state of Washington. Such warrants shall be 
payable solely out of part or all of the revenues derived 
from the operation of the Puget Sound ferry system as 
shall be provided in the resolution authorizing their is­
suance, and shall be drawn upon, and the principal 
thereof and interest thereon shall be payable out of, 
such fund or funds as shall be created in and provided 
by such resolution. Such warrants may be interest bear­
ing coupon warrants with a fixed maturity date, or may 
be interest bearing registered warrants payable in order 
of their issuance whenever there is sufficient money in 
the fund upon which they were drawn to redeem any of 
the same. [ 1 96 1  c 13 § 47.60. 122. Prior: 1 953 c 1 59 § 1 .] 

47.60.124 Revenue refunding bonds to redeem inter­
im warrants. In the event it is deemed advisable or 
found necessary to redeem any or all of such warrants, 
the authority is authorized to issue its revenue refund­
ing bonds for such purpose. Said bonds shall constitute 
obligations only of the authority, and shall not be obli­
gations of the state of Washington. Such refunding 
bonds shall be payable solely out of part or all of the 
revenues derived from the operation of the Puget Sound 
ferry system as shall be provided in the resolution au­
thorizing their issuance. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47 .60. 1 24. Prior: 
1953 c 1 59 § 2.] 

47.60.126 Interim warrants and refunding bonds-­
Laws applicable. All provisions of chapter 47.60 RCW 
pertaining and applicable to the revenue bonds of the 
authority authorized therein are made applicable to the 
warrants and revenue refunding bonds authorized here­
in except insofar as otherwise provided by RCW 47.60-
. 1 22 through 47.60. 126. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.60. 1 26. Prior: 
1 953 c 1 59 § 3.] 

47.60.130 Unit or combined operation---Continu­
ous project--Rental, charter, lease, of system proper­
ty--Sale of unneeded property. Such ferry system, 
including any toll bridges, approaches, and roadways 
incidental thereto, may be financed and operated in 
combination or separately as one or more units as the 
authority may determine, and such ferry system togeth­
er with any toll bridge hereafter constructed by the au­
thority upon or across the waters of Puget Sound or 
Hood Canal, or any part of either, replacing one or 
more presently operated ferry routes, is declared to be a 
continuous project within the meaning of RCW 47.56-
.070. The authority is empowered to rent, lease, or 
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charte� any property acquired under this chapter. If the 
authon

_
ty determines that any real property (including 

lands, Improvements thereon, and any interests or es­
tates) held by the authority is no longer required for the 
purposes of the ferry system, the authority shall offer it 
�or sale in the manner and with the authority author­
IZed to the state highway commission by RCW 47. 12-
.280. The authority may adopt rules further 
implementing this section as granted to the highway 
commission by RCW 47. 12.280. The proceeds of all 
such sales shall be paid into the separate trust fund of 
the state treasury established pursuant to RCW 47.60-
. 1 50. [ 1 973 1 st ex.s. c 1 77 § 5 ;  1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.60. 1 30. 
Prior: 1 955 c 22 § 1 ;  1 953 c 32 § 1 ;  1 949 c 1 79 § 3, part; 
Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6584-32, part.] 

47.60.140 System as self-liquidating undertaking­
Powers of highway commission-Concessions. The au­
thority is empowered to operate such ferry system, in­
cluding all operations, whether intrastate or 
international, upon any route or routes, and toll bridges 
as a revenue producing and self-liquidating undertak­
ing. The highway commission shall have full charge of 
the construction, rehabilitation, rebuilding, enlarging, 
improving, operation and maintenance of the ferry sys­
tem, including toll bridges, approaches and roadways 
incidental thereto that may be authorized by the au­
thority, including the collection of tolls and other 
charges for the services and facilities of the undertak­
ing: Provided, That the authority shall have the exclu­
sive right to enter into leases and contracts for use and 
occupancy by other parties of the concessions and 
space located on the ferries, wharves, docks, approaches 
and landings, but no such leases or contracts shall be 
entered into for more than five years, nor without pub­
lic advertisement for bids as may be prescribed by the 
authority: Provided further, That the Colman Dock fa­
cilities may be leased for a period not to exceed ten 
years: Provided further, That the authority may accept 
and continue leases and contracts for a period of ten 
years without advertisement or bid, if such leases or 
contracts were in effect or entered into at the time of 
the purchase of the Puget Sound ferry system, and any 
leases or contracts so made are hereby validated. [ 1 965 
ex.s. c 1 70 § 58;  1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.60. 140. Prior: 1 95 1  c 259 
§ 1 ;  1949 c 1 79 § 5, part; Rem. Supp. 1 949 § 6584-34, 
part.] 

47.60.150 Fixing of charges--Deposit, segregation, 
and disbursement of revenues. Subject to the provisions 
of RCW 47.60.325, the schedule of charges for the serv­
ices and facilities of the system shall be fixed and re­
vised from time to time by the authority so that the tolls 
and revenues collected together with any moneys in the 
Puget Sound ferry operations account appropriated for 
maintenance and operation, and all moneys in the 
Puget Sound reserve account available for debt service 
will yield annual revenue and income sufficient, after 
allowance for all operating, maintenance and repair ex­
penses to pay the interest and principal and sinking 
fund charges for all outstanding revenue bonds, and to 
create and maintain a fund for ordinary renewals and 
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replacements: Provided, That if provision is made by 
any resolution for the issuance of revenue bonds for the 
creation and maintenance of a special fund for rehabil­
itating, rebuilding, enlarging or improving all or any 
part of the ferry system then such schedule of tolls and 
rates of charges shall be fixed and revised so that the 
revenue and income will also be sufficient to comply 
with such provision. 

All income and revenues as collected shall be paid to 
the state treasurer for the account of the authority as a 
separate trust fund and to be segregated and disbursed 
upon order of the authority : Provided, That the fund so 
segregated and set apart for the payment of the revenue 
bonds may be remitted to and held by a designated 
trustee in such manner and with such collateral as may 
be provided in the resolution authorizing the issuance 
of said bonds. [ 1 972 ex.s. c 24 § 5 ;  1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.60-
. 1 50. Prior: 1949 c 1 79 § 5, part; Rem Supp. 1949 § 
6584-34, part.] 

47.60.160 Reimbursement of motor vehicle fund. In 
the event it be ascertained that any expense to the mo-­
tor vehicle fund has been incurred in any manner under 
this chapter through the authority, the highway com� 
mission, or otherwise, all such expenses shall be 
promptly reimbursed to the motor vehicle fund out of 
tolls and revenues derived by the authority through any 
or all of its operations hereunder. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.60-
. 1 60. Prior: 1949 c 1 79 § 5, part; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 
6584-34, part.] 

47.60.170 Ferries revolving fund authorized-De­
posit of excess funds. Nothing in RCW 47.60. 1 50 shall 
forbid the establishment by the authority of a 
Washington state ferries revolving fund of not to exceed 
six hundred thousand dollars from the proceeds of any 
bonds sold under the provisions of this chapter. Such 
fund may be deposited by the authority in such banks 
or financial institutions as it may select throughout the 
state. The provisions of RCW 43.01 .050 shall not be 
applicable to such fund or any deposits therein made by 
the authority under the provisions of this section. The 
authority may deposit thereafter therein all moneys re� 
ceived under the provisions of this chapter. All expenses 
whatsoever arising in the operations of the Puget Sound 
ferry system shall be paid from such fund if established 
by check or voucher in such manner as may be pre­
scribed by the authority. 

All moneys received by the authority or any employ� 
ee under the foregoing sections of this chapter, except 
an amount of petty cash for each day's needs as fixed 
by the regulation of the authority, shall be each day 
and as often during such day as advisable, deposited in 
the �earest authorized depositary selected by the au� 
thonty under the terms of this section. 

Whenever the fund shall exceed six hundred thou­
sand dollars, the authority shall forthwith transmit such 
excess to the state treasurer for deposit in the trust fund 
established by RCW 47.60. 1 50. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 85 § 6; 
196 1  c 13 § 47.60. 170. Prior: 1 95 1  c 259 § 1 3. ]  

Effective date--1970 ex.s. c 85: See note following RCW 
47.60.500. 
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47.60.180 "Authority revolving fund" established-­
�ses. There is hereby established a permanent fund 
m t�e state treasury to be known as the "authority re­
volvmg fund," which fund shall be available to the 
'Yashington toll bridge authority in lieu of any alloca­
tiOn from any other appropriation from the motor vehi­
cle fund. Said authority shall use said fund firstly to pay 
its investigation, management, maintenance and opera­
tion costs, unless otherwise provided for;  secondly to 
reimburse for past and future advances from the motor 
vehicle fund, at such times and in such amounts as the 
authority shall in its discretion deem feasible. The pro­
jects to be investigated must propose facilities to be fi­
nanced by revenue bonds of the authority to be repaid 
by tolls or charges. [ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47.60. 1 80. Prior: 1953 c 
220 § 5 ;  1 95 1  c 259 § 1 4. ]  

47.60.190 Projects established through authority re­
volving fund--Repayment of fund. Any sums expend­
ed under the provisions of RCW 47.60. 1 80 as to each 
projected facility which shall be adopted and construct­
ed by the authority shall be repaid from the revenues of 
such facility after it becomes operative to the authority 
revolving fund. The authority shall take into account 
any such expense in setting up any schedule of tolls or 
charges for such project. The authority shall make and 
order an orderly schedule of payments for the recovery 
of such expenses from any constructed facility within a 
reasonable time, which schedule shall be so made that it 
will not interfere with the other necessary expenses to 
be recovered by tolls or charges but shall operate with 
such other expense charges. Any sums so recovered 
shall be paid into the state treasury and by the treasurer 
deposited in the authority revolving fund. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 
47.60. 1 90. Prior: 195 1  c 259 § 1 5.] 

47.60.200 Consent to liability not general liability of 
state. Any consent to liability given under the provi­
sions of this chapter shall create liability of the authori­
ty only and shall not create any general liability of the 
state. [ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47.60.200. Prior: 1 95 1  c 259 § 5.] 

47.60.210 Seamen may sue for injuries--Venue. 
The state consents to suits against the authority by sea­
men for injuries occurring upon vessels of the authority 
in accordance with the provisions of section 688, title 
46, of the United States code. The venue of such ac­
tions may be in the superior court for Thurston county 
or the county where the injury occurred. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 
47.60.21 0. Prior: 195 1  c 259 § 6.] 

47.60.220 Authority as common carrier--Rights 
and liabilities. The authority shall have all the obliga­
tions, duties and rights of a common carrier of persons 
and property in its operation of ferries, terminals or 
other facilities used in its ferry operations, including the 
right to participate in joint rates and through routes, 
agreements, and divisions of through and joint rates 
with railroads and other common carriers and the right 
to make any filings with the interstate commerce com­
mission, the United States maritime commission or any 
other state or federal regulatory or governmental body 

and to comply with the lawful rules and regulations or 
requirements of any such body, and shall be subject to 
laws relating to carrier's liability for loss or damage to 
property transported, and for personal injury or death 
of persons transported. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47 .60.220. Prior: 
195 1  c 259 § 7.] 

47.60.230 Liability for damages as to persons or 
property. In case of property loss or damage, personal 
injuries or death resulting from the operation of any 
ferry or terminal by the authority, any person or the 
personal representative of any person shall, subject to 
and to the extent hereinafter provided, have a right of 
action against the authority for such damage, loss, inju­
ry or death. [ 1 961  c 1 3  § 47.60.230. Prior: 195 1  c 259 § 
8.] 

47.60.240 Liability to persons other than shippers or 
passengers---Limitation. The right of action extended 
by this chapter shall be applicable to loss or damage of 
property and/or personal injury or death, resulting 
from the operation of ferries or terminals by the au­
thority to persons other than shippers or passengers, but 
any recovery of damages in such cases shall not exceed 
an amount equal to the limitations of the insurance 
carried by the authority to insure it against loss for such 
liability. [ 1 96 1  c 13 § 47.60.240. Prior: 195 1  c 259 § 9.] 

47.60.250 Claim for damages--Filing--Con­
tents--Time limitations. As a condition to a recovery 
thereon, a verified claim against the authority growing 
out of such damages, loss, injuries or death must first be 
presented to the authority and filed with its secretary 
within one hundred twenty days after the time when 
such claim accrued. If the claimant shall be incapaci­
tated from verifying and filing his claim within said one 
hundred twenty days, or if the claimant be a minor, 
then the claim may be verified and presented on behalf 
of said claimant by his relative, attorney or agent. Each 
such claim must accurately locate and describe the 
event or defect that caused the damage, loss, injury or 
death, reasonably describe the damage, loss or injury, 
and state the time when the same occurred, give the 
claimant's residence for six months last past and con­
tain the items of damages claimed. No action shall be 
maintained against the authority upon such claim until 
the same has been presented to, and filed with, the au� 
thority and sixty days have elapsed after such presenta­
tion and filing, nor more than three years after such 
claim accrued. 

With respect to the content of such claims this sec­
tion shall be liberally construed so that substantial 
compliance will be deemed satisfactory. [ 1 967 c 1 64 § 3 ;  
196 1  c 1 3  § 47 .60.250. Prior: 195 1  c 259 § 1 0.] 

Purpose-1967 c 164: See note following RCW 4.96.01 0. 
Severabillty-1967 c 164: See note following RCW 4.96.01 0. 

Claims against the state: Chapter 4.92 RCW. 

47.60.260 Payment of claims. The authority may 
upon such terms and conditions as it may impose and 
un�er su�� rules an� regulati?ns as it may adopt, pay 
clatms ansmg under Its operatiOn of ferries or terminals 
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or compromise or settle such claims. No claim shall be 
paid by the authority or any settlement or compromise 
hereof be made except from its operating revenues de­
rived from its operation of ferries or terminals or from 
the proceeds of insurance recoveries. [ 1 96 1 c 1 3  § 47-
.60.260. Prior : I 95 1 c 259 § I I .] 

47.60.270 Venue of actions--Enforcement of judg­
ment. Actions for the recovery of damages under RCW 
47.60.220 through 47.60.260 may be brought in 
Thurston county or in the county in which the ag­
grieved person resides. No execution upon a judgment 
or attachment shall be levied against the property of the 
authority, nor does the state consent to any maritime 
lien against vessels of the authority, but the authority 
may be required by order of court to pay any judgment. 
[ 1 96 1 c 13  § 47.60.270. Prior: 195 1  c 259 § 12.] 

47.60.275 Authority and jurisdiction of local law en­
forcement officers at state ferry terminals and upon fer­
ries. Law enforcement officers of cities, towns, and 
counties which are served by state ferries shall have, 
and are hereby authorized to exercise, concurrent juris­
diction and authority with state law enforcement offi­
cers in the enforcement of laws of the state and local 
governmental divisions at those state ferry terminals lo­
cated within the respective governmental division 
served by such local law enforcement officers and on 
state ferries at the terminals and throughout the ferry 
runs, notwithstanding that the ferry may not be in the 
officer's governmental division. [ 1969 ex.s. c 1 3  § 1 .] 

47.60.277 "No Smoking" areas on state ferries-­
Establishment authorized. See RCW 47.56.730. 

47.60.280 Ferry servic�Lummi Island to Orcas 
Island-Limitation on operation. The Washington toll 
bridge authority is hereby authorized and directed to 
establish and operate a ferry service from a suitable 
point on Lummi Island in Whatcom county to a suit­
able point on Orcas Island in San Juan county by the 
most feasible route if and when Whatcom county con­
structs a bridge from Gooseberry Point on the main­
land to Lummi Island. The actual operation of such 
ferry service shall not begin until Whatcom county has 
completed the construction of such bridge. [ 1 96 1  c 13 § 
47.60.280. Prior: 1959 c 1 98 § 1 .] 

47.60.282 Ferry service between Port Townsend and 
Keystone--Operation authorized, when. The 
Washington toll bridge authority and the Washington 
state highway commission are authorized to operate a 
ferry service between Port Townsend and Keystone on 
Admiralty Inlet in the event that the certificate of con­
venience and necessity for the ferry operation is there­
tofore surrendered, rights thereunder are abandoned, 
and the ferry service is discontinued. In no event shall 
the authority and the commission undertake such a fer­
ry service preceding events as set forth herein or before 
April 1 ,  1 973. [ 1 972 ex.s. c 44 § 1 .] 
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47.60.283 Ferry service between Port Townsend and 
Keystoo�Purpose. The purpose of RCW 47.60.282 
and 47.60.283 is to provide service on the ferry route 
between Port Townsend and Keystone to be deter­
mined by the toll bridge authority. Operation of this 
route is necessary for the economic health, safety and 
welfare of the people of the state. Additionally, state 
operation of this route will further benefit the people of 
the state by providing better access to important instal­
lations maintained by the United States Navy and the 
United States Coast Guard. [ 1 972 ex.s. c 44 § 2.] 

47.60.290 State ferries--Review of tariffs and 
charges. Subject to the provisions of RCW 47.60.325, 
the Washington toll bridge authority is hereby author­
ized and directed to review tariffs and charges as appli­
cable to the operation of the Washington state ferries 
for the purpose of establishing a more fair and equita­
ble tariff to be charged passengers, vehicles, and com­
modities on the routes of the Washington state ferries. 
[ 1972 ex.s. c 24 § 6;  1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.60.290. Prior: 1959 c 
199 § 1 .] 

47.60.300 State ferries--Scope of review-­
Periodic reviews required. The review is to include but 
shall not be limited to tariffs for automobiles, passen­
gers, trucks, commutation rates, and volume discounts. 
The review shall give proper consideration to time of 
travel, distance of travel, operating costs, maintenance 
and repair expenses, and the resultant effect any change 
in tariff might have on the debt service requirements of 
the authority as specifically provided in existing financ­
ing programs. The review shall also include the alloca­
tion of vessels to particular runs, the scheduling of 
particular runs, the adequacy and arrangements of 
docks and dock facilities, and any other subject deemed 
by the authority to be properly within the scope of the 
review. The authority is further authorized and directed 
to make a like review within every three year period. 
[ 196 1 c 1 3  § 47.60.300. Prior: 1 959 c 1 99 § 2.] 

47.60.310 State ferries--Local expressions--Lo­
cal advisory committees. The authority is further direct­
ed to conduct such review by soliciting and obtaining 
expressions from local community groups in order to be 
p�op

.
erly informed as to problems being experienced 

w1thm the area served by the Washington state ferries. 
In order that local representation may be established, 
the authority is hereby directed to advise the board of 
county commissioners of each county wherein a termi­
nal of the Washington state ferries is located prior to 
the time that the review is to be commenced, and each 
boar� of county commissioners is hereby directed to 
appomt a committee to consist of no more than five 
me�bers t? serv� as an advisory committee to the au­
thonty or Its designated representative in such review. 
The committ�e� to be appointed by the boards of 
county conuruss10ners shall serve without fee or com­
pensation. It  is  not the intent of RCW 47.60.290 
thr?ugh 47.60.320 that any powers or duties now pre­
scnbed and delegated to the authority shall be as,sumed 



Puget Sound Ferry And Toll Bridge System 47.60.400 

by any other board or committee. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.60-
.3 10. Prior: 1959 c 199 § 3.] 

47.60.325 State ferries--Tolls--Stabiliza-
tion--Changes. ( 1 )  So long as moneys in the Puget 
Sound ferry operations account in the motor vehicle 
fund are appropriated for maintenance and operation 
of the Washington state ferries, tolls for use of ferries 
shall be stabilized at current rates except as otherwise 
authorized in subsections (2) and (3) of this section. 

(2) The Washington toll bridge authority may from 
time to time pursuant to periodic reviews of its ferry toll 
schedules, adjust tolls for different classes of users and 
uses including commutation rates and volume discounts 
�o eliminate inequities, or respond to changing econom­
Ic factors. 

(3) Each year the authority shall review the February 
consumer price index of the United States department 
of labor for the city of Seattle, or if the index for Seattle 
has been discontinued, then for the nearest city to 
Seattle, to ascertain the amount of any increase or de­
crease in relation to the same index for the previous 
February, taking into consideration the provisions of 
RCW 47.60.530. Changes in tolls if any, shall be ad­
justed by such increase or decrease and shall be round­
ed to the nearest multiple of five cents. The adjusted 
tolls if any, shall become effective on May 1 st of the 
same year. [ 1 972 ex.s. c 24 § 8.] 

47.60.350 Puget Sound reserve account--Cre­
ated--Use. There is hereby created in the motor ve­
hicle fund the Puget Sound reserve account to the credit 
of which shall be deposited all moneys directed by law 
to be deposited therein. All moneys hereafter deposited 
in said account shall be used by the Washington toll 
bridge authority only for the purposes hereinafter set 
forth. [ 1 96 1  ex.s. c 7 § 1 8.] 

47.60360 Puget Sound reserve account--Excess 
funds in account to be transferred to Puget Sound capital 
construction account. Whenever the total balance in the 
Puget Sound reserve account shall exceed one million 
dollars, a sum equal to such excess of one million dol­
lars shall be transferred from the Puget Sound reserve 
account to the Puget Sound capital construction ac­
count of the motor vehicle fund. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 85 § 5 ;  
1 96 1  ex.s. c 7 § 1 9. ]  

Effective date--1970 ex.s. c 85: See note following RCW 
47.60.500. 

Puget Sound capital construction account: RCW 47.60.500-47.60.505. 

47.60370 Puget Sound reserve account-Specific 
uses enumerated. The Puget Sound reserve account shall 
be used by the Washington toll bridge authority for the 
following purposes: 

The authority may pledge any moneys in the Puget 
Sound reserve account or to be deposited in said ac­
count to guarantee the payment of principal or interest 
on ( 1 )  bonds issued to refund the outstanding 1955 
Washington state ferry system refunding bonds and the 
1957 ferry and Hood Canal bridge revenue bonds, or 

(2) subsequent parity bonds issued to pay costs of im­
proving the Washington state ferry system or construct­
ing additional transportation facilities for the crossing 
of any part of Puget Sound other than bridging between 
the east side of Puget Sound to the Kitsap Peninsula, 
Vashon Island or Bainbridge Island: Provided, That the 
authority shall not pledge any moneys in the Puget 
Sound reserve account to guarantee interest or principal 
on such parity bonds without further express authoriza­
tion by legislative act. 

The authority may further pledge moneys in the 
Puget Sound reserve account to meet any sinking fund 
requirements or reserves established by the authority 
with respect to any new bond issues provided for in this 
section. 

To the extent of any pledge herein authorized, the 
authority shall use the first moneys available in the 
Puget Sound reserve account to meet such obligations 
as they arise. [ 1 96 1  ex.s. c 7 § 20.] 

47.60380 Puget Sound reserve account--Transfer 
of moneys to commission secondary to unpaid obliga­
tion--Continuing levy and deposit of motor vehicle 
fuel and use fuel taxes pledged. Notwithstanding the 
provisions of RCW 47.60.360 the treasurer shall never 
transfer any moneys from the Puget Sound reserve ac­
count for use by the state highway commission for state 
highway purposes so long as there is due and unpaid 
any obligations for payment of principal, interest, sink­
ing funds or reserves as required by any pledge of the 
Puget Sound reserve account. Whenever the authority 
shall have pledged any moneys in said account for the 
purposes authorized in RCW 47.60.370, the state agrees 
to continue to deposit in the Puget Sound reserve ac­
count the motor vehicle fuel ·  taxes and use fuel taxes as 
provided in RCW 82.36.020 and *82.40.290, and further 
agrees that so long as there exists any outstanding obli­
gations pursuant to such pledge, to continue to impose 
such taxes. [ 196 I ex.s. c 7 § 2 1 .] 

*Reviser's note: Chapter 82.40 RCW, the use fuel tax, was repealed 
by 1 97 1  ex.s. c 175 § 33; for later enactment see chapter 82.38 RCW, 
the special fuel tax act. 

47.60.390 Puget Sound reserve account--Invest­
ment of funds not required for specified purposes. Any 
funds in the Puget Sound reserve account of the motor 
vehicle fund which are not required by the authority for 
payment of principal or interest on any bond issues or 
for any of the other purposes authorized in RCW 47-
.60.370, may be invested by the authority, subject to the 
approval of the highway commission, in bonds and ob­
ligations of the nature eligible for the investment of 
current state funds as provided in RCW 43.84.080. 
[ 1 96 1  ex.s. c 7 § 22.] 

47.60.400 Additional revenue bonds, refunding bonds, 
authorized, 1961 Act. The Washington toll bridge au­
thority is authorized to issue revenue bonds to refund 
all o� any part of the authority's outstanding 1 955 
Washmgton state ferry system refunding revenue bonds 
and 1 957 ferry and Hood Canal bridge revenue bonds, 
and may issue additional revenue bonds in parity 
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therewith to pay cost of improving the Washington 
state ferry system or constructing or improving trans­
portation facilities for the crossing of Puget Sound and 
any of its tributary waters and connections thereof oth­
er than bridging from the east side of Puget Sound to 
the Kitsap Peninsula, Vashon Island or Bainbridge Is­
land : Provided, That the toll bridge authority shall not 
issue any such additional revenue bonds without further 
express authorization by the legislature. With respect to 
the issuing of such bonds and the payment of principal 
and interest thereon, the payment into reserves, sinking 
funds, and the ferry improvement fund established in 
connection therewith, and the fixing and revision of 
charges for services and facilities of the system, and in 
managing all its fiscal operations, the authority shall 
have all the powers and shall follow the same proce­
dures established for it under existing laws, except as 
otherwise provided herein. [ 1 96 1  ex.s. c 9 § I .] 

Appropriation--1961 ex.s. c 9: "There is hereby appropriated 
from the motor vehicle fund to the Washington toll bridge authority, 
for the biennium ending June 30, 1963, the sum of two million six 
hundred thousand dollars or so much thereof as may be necessary for 
the operation and maintenance of the Washington state ferries and 
the payments of principal and interest on outstanding 1 955 
Washington state ferry system refunding revenue bonds and 1957 fer­
ry and Hood Canal bridge revenue bonds and payments into reserves 
thereof as required by resolutions adopted by the authority with re­
spect to such bond issues. Whenever such bond issues shall be re­
funded, any unexpended part of this appropriation shall lapse." [ 196 1 
ex.s. c 9 § 8.] 

47.60.410 Additional revenue bonds, refunding bonds, 
authorized, 1961 Act--"Ferry improvement fund"-­
Uses-Composition. In the event refunding �nds are 
issued as provided in RCW 47.60.400, the authority is 
hereby directed to establish a fund to be called the 
"ferry improvement fund" to be used to pay all or any 
part of the cost of constructing, purchasing, recon­
structing, replacing, extending, bettering, developing or 
otherwise improving any part of the Washington state 
ferry system. 

Into this fund the authority shall place each year 
such sums as it finds needed for the aforesaid and 
available from the revenues of the ferry system and 
Hood Canal bridge after payment of costs of mainte­
nance and operation, bond interest, bond reserve funds, 
and payments upon principal required during the year 
by bond resolutions: Provided, That not more than two 
hundred fifty thousand dollars in any year sh�ll be 
placed in such fund and the amount accumulated m the 
fund shall not at any time exceed three million dollars. 
[ 1 96 1 ex.s. c 9 § 2.] 

47.60.420 Additional revenue bonds, refunding bonds, 
authorized, 1961 Act--Prior charge against Puget 
Sound reserve account if ferry system and Hood Canal 
bridge revenues insufficient--Repayment. To the ex­
tent that all revenues from Washington state ferry sys­
tem and the Hood Canal bridge available therefor are 
insufficient to provide for the payment of principal and 
interest on the bonds authorized and issued pursuant to 
RCW 47.60.400 through 47.60.470 and for sinking fund 
requirements established with respect th�reto and for 
payment into such reserves as the authonty shall have 
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established with respect to the securing of such bonds 
and for payment into the ferry improvement fun?, there 
is hereby imposed a first and pnor charge agamst the 
Puget Sound reserve account of the motor vehicle fund 
created by RCW 47.60.350 through 47.60.390 and, to 
the extent required, against all revenues hereafter de­
rived from the one-quarter cent of motor vehicle fuel 
tax and one-quarter cent of use fuel tax required by law 
to be deposited in the Puget Sound reserve account. 

To the extent that the revenues from the Washington 
state ferry system and the Hood Canal bridge available 
therefor are insufficient to meet required payments of 
principal and interest on bonds, sinking fund require­
ments and payments into reserves and the payments 
into the ferry improvement fund provided in RCW 47-
.60.4 10, the authority shall use moneys in the Puget 
Sound reserve account for such purpose. Any moneys 
from the Puget Sound reserve account used by the au­
thority to pay such obligations shall be repaid by the 
authority to the motor vehicle fund from tolls of the 
Washington state ferry system and the Hood Canal 
bridge and tolls shall be continued for any required ad­
ditional length of time necessary for this purpose. [ 1961 
ex.s. c 9 § 3.] 

47.60.430 Additional revenue bonds, refunding bonds, 
authorized, 1961 Act--Agreement to continue imposi­
tion of certain taxes. So long as any bonds issued as au­
thorized herein are outstanding, the state hereby agrees 
to continue to impose the one-quarter cent of motor 
vehicle fuel tax and one-quarter cent of use fuel tax re­
quired by law to be deposited in the Puget Sound re­
serve account of the motor vehicle fund. [ 196 1 ex.s. c 9 
§ 4.] 

47.60.440 Additional revenue bonds, refunding bonds, 
authorized, 1961 Act--Ferry system a revenue-pro­
ducing undertaking--Debt service--Tolls on ferry 
system and Hood Canal bridge. The Washington state 
ferry system shall be efficiently managed, operated and 
maintained as a revenue-producing undertaking. Sub­
ject to the provisions of RCW 47.60.325 the authority 
shall maintain and revise from time to time as necessary 
a schedule of tolls and charges on said ferry system and 
Hood Canal bridge which together with any moneys in 
the Puget Sound ferry operations account appropriated 
for maintenance and operation and all moneys in the 
Puget Sound reserve account available for debt service 
will produce net revenue available for debt service re­
quirements as used in this section shall include service, 
in each fiscal year, in an amount at least equal to mini­
mum annual debt service requirements as hereinafter 
provided. Minimum annual debt service requirements 
as used in this section shall include required payments 
of principal and interest, sinking fund requirements and 
payments into reserves on all outstanding revenue 
bonds authorized by RCW 47.60.400 through 47.60.470 
and all other outstanding parity bonds hereafter issued 
in conne

_
ction with the said ferry system and Hood 

Canal bndge and any other facility hereafter construct­
ed by the authority to facilitate the crossing of Puget 
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�ound, but shall not include payments into the ferry 
tmprovement fund. 

The provisions of law relating to the revision of tolls 
and charges to meet minimum annual debt service re­
quirements from net revenues as required by this sec­
tion shall be binding upon the authority but shall not 
be deemed to constitute a contract to that effect for the 
benefit of the holders of such bonds. [ 1 972 ex.s. c 24 § 
7; 1 963 ex.s. c 3 § 42; 196 1  ex.s. c 9 § 5.] 

47.60.450 Additional revenue bonds, refunding bonds, 
authorized, 1961 Act--Revision of tolls to meet debt 
service. If the net revenue together with all moneys in 
the Puget Sound reserve account available for debt 
service in any fiscal year fail to meet minimum annual 
debt service for the year, as defined in RCW 47.60.440, 
the tolls and charges shall be promptly revised to 
produce such coverage: Provided, That in such case re­
vision of tolls and charges shall be determined by the 
authority after considering supporting data and recom­
mendations therefor which shall be furnished by a na­
tionally recognized traffic engineering firm retained by 
the authority in the manner provided in the bond 
proceedings. 

Tolls and charges shall not be increased in any case 
when in the opinion of such engineering firm the in­
crease would so reduce traffi.c that no net gain in reve­
nue would result. The provisions of this section shall be 
deemed a covenant for the benefit of the holders of 
such bonds. [ 1961 ex.s. c 9 § 6.] 

47.60.460 Additional revenue bonds, refunding bonds, 
authorized, 1961 Act--Repayment of 1961 appropria­
tion for Hood Canal bridge--Continuation of tolls-­
Obligations subordinate to obligations subsequently in­
curred for ferry system and bridge. See RCW 47.56.365. 

47.60.470 Additional revenue bonds, refunding bonds, 
authorized, 1961 Act--Periodic reports by authority to 
joint fact-finding committee on highways. The 
Washington toll bridge authority shall periodically re­
port to the joint fact-finding committee on highways, 
streets and bridges its plans and progress relating to the 
financing and refinancing of the Washington state fer­
ries and Hood Canal bridge, including the issuance of 
bonds authorized by RCW 47.60.400 through 47.60.470, 
to the end that the committee may be informed of plans 
which may affect its recommendations to the legislature. 
[ 1 96 1  ex.s. c 9 § 9.] 

47.60.500 Acquisition of additional ferries--Legis­
lative finding--Highway commission authority. ( I )  The 
legislature finds that the state's ferry fleet available for 
mass transportation of people within the urban region 
of Puget Sound is critically deficient and that substan­
tial financial assistance for the acquisition of new ferries 
is necessary if the Washington state ferries is to contin­
ue to fulfill its role in the Puget Sound regional urban 
transportation system. 

(2) The Washington state highway commission is 
authorized: 

(a) To apply to the secretary of transportation for a 
financial grant to assist the state to acquire urgently 
needed ferries. 

(b) To enter into an agreement with the secretary of 
transportation or other duly authorized federal officials 
and to assent to such conditions as may be necessary to 
obtain financial assistance for the acquisition of addi­
tional ferries. In connection with such agreement the 
Washington state highway commission may pledge any 
moneys in the Puget Sound capital construction ac­
count in the motor vehicle fund or any moneys to be 
deposited in said account for the purpose of paying the 
state's  share of the cost of acquiring ferries. To the ex­
tent of such pledge the commission shall use the mon­
eys available in the Puget Sound capital construction 
account to meet such obligations as they arise. [ 1 970 
ex.s. c 85 § 1 .] 

Elfective date--1970 ex.s. c 85: "This 1970 amendatory act is 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health 
and safety, the support of the state government and its existing public 
institutions and shall take effect April l ,  1970." [ 1970 ex.s. c 85 § 9.) 
This applies to RCW 47.60.500, 47.60.505, 47.60.170, 47.60.360, 46-
.68. 1 00  and 82.36.020. 

47.60.505 Puget Sound capital construction ac­
count--Created--Use. There is hereby created in 
the motor vehicle fund the Puget Sound capital con­
struction account. All moneys hereafter deposited in 
said account shall be used by the state highway com­
mission exclusively for improving the Washington state 
ferry system or constructing or improving transporta­
tion facilities for the crossing of Puget Sound and any 
of its tributary waters. [ 1 970 ex.s. c 85 § 2.] 

47.60.510 Evaluation of alternative methods of pro­
viding ferry transportation service across Puget Sound 
and adjacent waters. The Jegislature recognizes that 
transportation across Puget Sound provides a vital geo­
graphic link necessary for the welfare of the people as 
well as the growth and development of the state of 
Washington. The legislature further recognizes that fer­
ry transportation has become a financial burden to the 
state and to the users of the ferry system. In order to 
effect immediate and long-term relief of these financial 
problems, the Washington state highway commission 
and the joint committee on highways are hereby au� 
thorized and directed to evaluate alternative methods of 
providing greater efficiencies and economies in ferry 
transportation service across Puget Sound and adjacent 
waters. Such evaluation shall include, but not necessar­
ily be limited to the following factors: 

( 1 )  A system of roads and bridges connecting Vashon 
Island and Bainbridge Island with the Kitsap Peninsula 
mainland. 

(2) Relocation of terminals and ferry routes to im­
prove the economics of the ferry system operation. 

(3) Supplemental facilities for the movement of foot 
passengers. 

(4) The relative economic benefits to the state, the 
ferry patrons, and the residents of the areas served by 
the ferry system. 

(5) The cost of construction and a time schedule for 
implementing a consolidated ferry system. 
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In making its evaluation, the state highway commis­
sion shall solicit and give full consideration to the views 
of local community groups as provided in RCW 47.60-
.300 and 47.60.3 10. 

The highway commission and the joint committee on 
highways shall also, at the time that such evaluation is 
made, inquire into the extent to which motor vehicle 
funds might be made available to offset the operating 
and maintenance costs of the ferry system and the eli­
gibility of the ferry system for federal money participa­
tion on the basis that ferries are extensions of federal 
aid routes and/or are mass public transportation carri­
ers; such inquiry shall give full consideration to the im­
portance of the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard on a 
regional and national scope by reason of the vital work 
done in the defense of the nation and the fact that said 
shipyard is the second largest employer in the state of 
Washington. [ 1 97 1 ex.s. c 149 § I .J 

47.60.520 Evaluation of alternative methods of pro­
viding ferry transportation service across Puget Sound 
and adjacent waters--Cross sound transportation 
plan--Progress reports. The state highway commis­
sion and the joint committee on highways shall prepare 
a cross sound transportation plan which shall include 
cost estimates and alternative means for financing the 
entire project. The plan shall specify the portion of the 
total cost which can be financed by issuance of toll 
bridge authority revenue bonds and that portion of the 
total cost which would be contributed from the motor 
vehicle fund. A preliminary progress report shall be 
submitted to the next session of the legislature, and a 
final report incorporating the findings and recommen­
dations of the state highway commission and the joint 
committee on highways formulated pursuant to the 
provisions of RCW 47.60.5 10  and 47.60.520 shall be 
presented to the 1 973 regular session of the legislature. 
[ 1 97 1  ex.s. c 149 § 2.] 

47.60.530 Puget Sound ferry operations account-­
Created--Use. There is hereby created in the motor 
vehicle fund the Puget Sound ferry operations account 
to the credit of which shall be deposited all moneys di­
rected by law to be deposited therein. All moneys de­
posited in this account shall be expended pursuant to 
appropriations only for maintenance and operation of 
the Washington state ferries supplementing as required 
the revenues available from the Washington state ferry 
system. [ 1 972 ex.s. c 24 § 3.] 

47.60.540 Puget Sound ferry operations account-­
Transfer of excess funds. ( 1 )  Whenever in any biennium 
there has been paid into the Puget Sound ferry opera­
tions account sums equal to the appropriations from the 
account for the biennium, all additional sums accruing 
to the account shall forthwith be transferred from the 
account and shall be expended by the state highway 
commission pursuant to proper appropriations for state 
highway purposes. 

(2) One monfn after the end of each biennium any 
sums which were paid into the Puget Sound ferry oper­
ations account during the biennium j ust ended which 
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remain unexpended shall be transferred from the ac­
count and shall be expended by the state highway com­
mission pursuant to proper appropriation for state 
highway purposes. [ 1 972 ex.s. c 24 § 4.] 

Chapter 47.61 
ACQUISITION OF NEW FERRY VESSELS 

PURSUANT TO URBAN MASS 
TRANSPORTATION ACf OF 1964 

Sections 
47.6 1 .0 10  Highway commission may enter agreement and apply 

for financial assistance. 
47.61 .020 Bonds to provide matching funds--Issuance and sale. 
47.61 .030 Bonds to provide matching funds--Term-Terms 

and conditions. 
47.61 .040 Bonds to provide matching funds--Signatures---­

Registration-Where payable-Negotiable 
instruments. 

47.61 .050 Bonds to provide matching funds--Denomina­
tions-Manner and terms of sale-Legal invest­
ment for state funds. 

47.61 .060 Bonds to provide matching funds--Bond pro­
ceeds--Deposit and use. 

47.61 .070 Bonds to provide matching funds--Statement descrilr 
ing nature of obligation-Pledge of excise taxes. 

47.61 .080 Bonds to provide matching funds--Bonds to reflect 
terms and conditions of grant agreement. 

47.6 1 .090 Bonds to provide matching funds--Designation of 
funds to repay bonds and interest. 

47.6 1 . 100 Bonds to provide matching funds--Repayment proce­
dure-Highway bond retirement fund. 

47.6 1 . 1 10 Bonds to provide matching funds--Sums in excess of 
retirement requir,ements--Use. 

47.6 1 . 120 Bonds to provide matching funds--Appropriation 
from motor vehicle fund. 

47.61.010 Highway commission may enter agreement 
and apply for financial assistance. Recognizing that the 
Washington state ferries system is an integral part of 
the state highway system, the Washington state highway 
commission is authorized to enter into an agreement 
with the administrator of the housing and home finance 
agency and to make application for a grant for financial 
assistance for the acquisition by construction or pur­
chase of new vessels pursuant to the provisions of the 
Urban Mass Transportation Act of 1 964. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 
56 § I .] 

47.61.020 Bonds to provide matching funds-Issu­
ance and sale. I n  order to provide necessary state 
matching funds as required by the Urban Mass Trans­
portation Act of 1 964, there shall be issued and sold 
limited obligation bonds of the state of Washington in 
the sum of eleven million dollars, or such amount 
thereof and at such times as determined to be necessary 
by the state highway commission. No bonds shall be is­
sued under the provisions of this chapter until the ad­
ministrator of the housing and home finance agency has 
approved a grant to the Washington state highway 
com��s�ion of not less than fifty percent of the cost of 
acqms1tton of vessels referred to in RCW 47.61 .010. The 
issuance, sale and retirement of said bonds shall be un­
der the supervision and control of the state finance 
committee which, upon request being made by the 
Washington state highway commission, shaq provide 
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�or the issuance, sale and retirement of coupon or reg­
Jstered bonds to be dated, issued, and sold from time to 
time in such amounts as may be necessary for the or­
derly progress of said project. ( 1965 ex.s. c 56 § 2.] 

47.61 .030 Bonds to provide matching funds-­
Term--Terms and conditions. Each of such bonds 
shaH be made payable at any time not exceeding twen­
ty-five years from the time of its issuance, with such 
reserved rights of prior redemption, bearing such inter­
est, and such terms and conditions, as the state finance 
committee may prescribe to be specified therein. [ 1965 
ex.s. c 56 § 3.]  

47.61.040 Bonds to provide matching funds--Sig­
natures--Registration--Where payable---Negotia­
ble instruments. The bonds shall be signed by the 
governor and the state treasurer under the seal of the 
state, one of which signatures shall be made manually 
and the other signature may be in printed facsimile, and 
any coupons attached to such bonds shall be signed by 
the same officers whose signatures thereon may be in 
printed facsimile. Any bonds may be registered in the 
name of the holder on presentation to the state treasur­
er or at the fiscal agency of the state of Washington in 
New York City, as to principal alone, or as to both 
principal and interest under such regulations as the 
state treasurer may prescribe. Such bonds shall be pay­
able at such places as the state finance committee may 
provide. All bonds issued hereunder shall be fully ne­
gotiable instruments. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 56 § 4.] 

47.61.050 Bonds to provide matching funds--De­
nominations--Manner and terms of sale--Legal in­
vestment for state funds. The bonds issued hereunder 
shall be in denominations to be prescribed by the state 
finance committee and may be sold in such manner and 
in such amounts and at such times and on such terms 
and conditions as the committee may prescribe. If 
bonds are sold to any purchaser other than the state of 
Washington, they shall be sold at public sale, and it 
shall be the duty of the state finance committee to cause 
such sale to be advertised in such manner as it shall 
deem sufficient. Bonds issued under the provisions of 
this chapter shall be legal investment for any of the 
funds of the state, except the permanent school fund. 
[ 1 965 ex.s. c 56 § 5 .] 

47.61.060 Bonds to provide matching funds-Bond 
proceeds-Deposit and use. The money arising from 
the sale of said bonds shall be deposited in the state 
treasury to the credit of the motor vehicle fund and 
such money shall be available only for the acquisition 
by construction or purchase of new ferry vessels and for 
the payment of all expense incurred in the drafting, 
printing, issuance, and sale of any such bonds. [ 1 965 
ex.s. c 56 § 6.) 

47.61.070 Bonds to provide matching funds-­
Statement describing nature of obligation--Pledge of 
excise taxes. Bonds issued under the provisions of this 
chapter shall distinctly state that they are not a general 

obligation of the state but are payable in the manner 
provided in this chapter from the proceeds of state ex­
cise taxes on motor vehicle fuels imposed by chapters 
82.36 and 82.40 RCW. The proceeds of such excise 
taxes are hereby pledged to the payment of anx 

bonds 
and the interest thereon issued under the provtstons of 
this chapter, and the legislature hereby agrees to c�m­
tinue to impose the same excise taxes on motor vehtcle 
fuels in amounts sufficient to pay, when due, the princi­
pal and interest on all bonds issued under the provi­
sions of this chapter. [ 1965 ex.s. c 56 § 7.] 

47.61 .080 Bonds to provide matching funds-­
Bonds to reflect terms and conditions of grant agreement. 
Bonds issued under the provisions of RCW 47.61 .020 
shall fully reflect the terms and conditions of the grant 
agreement to be executed pursuant to the provisions of 
RCW 47.61 .010. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 56 § 8 .] 

47.61.090 Bonds to provide matching funds--Des­
ignation of funds to repay bonds and interest. Any funds 
required to repay such bonds, or the interest thereon 
when due, shall be taken from that portion of the motor 
vehicle fund which results from the imposition of excise 
taxes on motor vehicle fuels and which is, or may be 
appropriated to the highway department for state high­
way purposes, and shall never constitute a charge 
against any allocations of such funds to counties, cities 
and towns unless and until the amount of the motor 
vehicle fund arising from the excise taxes on motor ve­
hicle fuels and available for state highway purposes 
proves insufficient to meet the requirements for bond 
retirement or interest on any such bonds. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 
56 § 9.J 

47.61.100 Bonds to provide matching funds--Re­
payment procedure--Highway bond retirement fund. 
At least one year prior to the date any interest is due 
and payable on such bonds or before the maturity date 
of any bonds, the state finance committee shall estimate 
the percentage of the receipts in money of the motor 
vehicle fund, resulting from collection of excise taxes on 
motor vehicle fuels, for each month of the year which 
will be required to meet interest or bond payments un­
der the provisions of this chapter when due, and shall 
notify the state treasurer of such estimated requirement. 
The state treasurer shall thereafter from time to time 
each month as such funds are paid into the motor vehi­
cle fund, transfer such percentage of the monthly re­
ceipts from excise taxes on motor vehicle fuels of the 
motor vehicle fund to the highway bond retirement 
fund, and which fund shall be available solely for pay­
ment of such interest or bonds when due. If in any 
month it sha11 appear that the estimated percentage of 
money so made is insufficient to meet the requirements 
for interest or bond retirement, the treasurer shall notify 
the state finance committee forthwith and such com­
mittee shall adjust its estimates so that all requirements 
for interest and principal of all bonds issued shall be 
fully met at all times. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 56 § 10.] 
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47.61 . 1 10 Bonds to provide matching funds-Sums 
in excess of retirement requirements--Use. Whenever 
the percentage of the motor vehicle fund arising from 
excise taxes on motor vehicle fuels, payable into the 
highway bond retirement fund, shall prove more than is  
required for the payment of interest on bonds when 
due, or current retirement of bonds, or in the event 
there is appropriated from time to time additional 
amounts to be placed in the said bond retirement fund, 
any excess may, in the discretion of the state finance 
committee, be available for the prior redemption of any 
bonds or remain available in the fund to reduce the re­
quirements upon the fuel excise tax portion of the mo­
tor vehicle fund at the next interest or bond payment 
period. [ I  965 ex.s. c 56 § I I .] 

47.61.120 Bonds to provide matching funds-Ap­
propriation from motor vehicle fund. There is hereby ap­
propriated from the motor vehicle fund to the state 
highway commission for the biennium ending June 30, 
1 967, the sum of eleven million dollars, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary to carry out the provisions 
of this chapter, but no money shall be available under 
this appropriation from said fund unless a like amount 
of bonds provided for herein are sold and the moneys 
derived therefrom are deposited to the credit of such 
funds. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 56 § 1 2.] 

Sections 
47.64.005 
47.64.010 
47.64.020 

47.64.030 
47.64.040 

47.64.060 
47.64.070 
47.64.080 
47.64.090 

Chapter 47.64 
MARINE EMPLOYEE COMMISSION 

Declaration of policy. 
Definitions. 
Marine employee commission to be established­

Membership---Terms--Compensation. 
Duties of commission in general. 
Adjudication of labor disputes--Hearings---

Subpoenas. 
Federal social security--State employees' retirement. 
Employees subject to industrial insurance laws. 
Employee seniority rights. 
Other party operating ferry by rent, lease or charter to 

be subject to chapter-Working conditions-Ad­
judication of labor disputes. 

47.64.005 Declaration of policy. The state of 
Washington, as a public policy, declares that sound la­
bor relations are essential to the development of a ferry 
and bridge system which will best serve the interest� of 
the people of the state. [ 1961 c 1 3  § 47.64.005. Pnor: 
1 949 c 1 48 § 1 ;  Rem. Supp. 1 949 § 6524-22.] 

47.64.010 Definitions. Words and phrases used in 
this chapter shall have the meaning in this chapter as­
cribed to them except where, from the context thereof, 
they shall clearly have a contrary me�ni�g :  

" . ( I )  "Washington toll bridge authonty ' and 
_
au�hon­

ty, "  "toll bridge authority" shall be used herem mter­
changeably and shall mean the Washi�gton toll bridge 
authority as now, or as hereafter constituted by law, or 
such board, commission, authority, or officers as shall 
succeed to its duties; 

(2) "Marine employee commission" and "commis­
sion " shall be used herein interchangeably and shall 
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mean the marine employee commission as prescribed 
herein; 

(3) " Ferry" shall mean any ferry,
. 
ferry system, 

wharves, terminals constructed or acquired under the 
authority of the Washington toll bridge authority; 

(4) "Employee" shall mean �ny perso� employed 
aboard ferries, wharves, or termmals acquired or con­
structed under the authority of the Washington toll 
bridge authority. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.64.010. Prior: 1949 c 
148 § 2; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6524-23.) 

47.64.020 Marine employee commission to be estab­
lished--Membership--Terms-Compensation. In 
the event the state of Washington through the 
Washington toll bridge authority exercises the pow�rs 
granted in RCW 47.60:0 10  to 4?.60. 1 60, the authon_ty 
shall immediately appomt a manne employee comnus­
sion to consist of three members, one member to be 
appointed from labor, one member from industry and 
one member from the public, which last named member 
shall be chairman of the commission. One member shall 
be appointed for a term of two years, one member for a 
term of three years, and the chairman for a term of four 
years. Thereafter each member shall be appointed for a 
term of four years. Members of the commission shall 
serve without compensation with the exception of the 
member from the public, whose salary shall be deter­
mined by the authority and shall be paid from the 
Washington state ferries revolving fund. Members of 
the commission shall be reimbursed by the authority for 
all necessary expenses incurred in the performance of 
their duties, which expenses shall likewise be paid from 
the Washington state ferries revolving fund. [ 1 961 c 13 
§ 47.64.020. Prior: 1 953 c 2 1 1 § 1 ;  1 949 c 148 § 3, part; 
Rem. Supp. 1 949 § 6524-24, part.) 

47.64.030 Duties of commission in general. The au­
thority is empowered to negotiate and to enter into la­
bor agreements with its employees or their 
representatives, including provisions for health and wel­
fare benefits for its employees to be financed either 
wholly or in part by contributions from the operating 
fund. The commission shall have the authority to ad­
minister labor relations and to adjudicate aU labor dis­
putes on the best interests of the efficient operation of 
any ferry or ferry system. In adjudicating disputes, the 
commission shall take into consideration that though an 
individual employee shall be free to decline to associate 
with his fellow employees, it is necessary that he have 
full freedom of association, self-organization and desig­
nation of representatives of his own choosing who shall 
represent him in all respects before the commission to 
negotiate the terms and conditions of his employment 
and the settlement of his labor disputes. The commis­
sion shall make such surveys of wages, hours and 
working conditions as it deems necessary, shall consider 
the prevailing practices for similarly skilled trades in the 
�rea in which the employee is employed, and shall ad­
JUSt co�plaints, grievances and disputes concerning la­
bor ansmg out of the operation of the ferry or ferry 
system. [ 1 96 1 c 1 3  § 47.64.030. Prior:  1 953 c 2 1 1 § 2; 
1 949 c 148 § 3 ,  part; Rem. Supp. 1 949 § 6524-24, part.] 
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47.64.040 Adjudication of labor disputes--Hear­
ing�Subpoenas. Any employee, employee's repre­
sentatiVe, or Washington toll bridge authority claiming 
labor disputes shall in writing notify the marine em­
ployee commission who shall make careful inquiry into 
the cause thereof and issue an order in writing advising 
the employee, or his representative, and the authority as 
to the decision of the commission. 

The parties shall be entitled to offer evidence relating 
to disputes at all hearings conducted by the commis­
sion. All evidence, statements and testimony in any 
commission hearing under this chapter shall be tran­
scribed and preserved by the commission and be avail­
able as a public record. The orders and awards of the 
marine employee commission shall be final and binding 
upon any employee or employees or their representa­
tives affected thereby and upon the Washington toll 
bridge authority. 

The commission shall by regulation prescribe its rules 
of procedure. 

The commission shall have the authority to subpoena 
any employee or employees, or their representatives, 
and any member or representative of the Washington 
toll bridge authority, and any witnesses. The commis­
sion shall have power to require attendance of witnesses 
and the production of all pertinent records at any hear­
ings held by the commission. The subpoenas of the 
commission shall be enforceable by order of any supe­
rior court in the state of Washington for the county 
within which such proceedings may be pending. [ 1 96 1  c 
1 3  § 47.64.040. Prior: 1 949 c 1 48 § 3, part; Rem. Supp. 
1949 § 6524-24, part.] 

47.64.060 Federal social security--State employ­
ees' retirement. All employees engaged in the operation 
of ferries acquired by the authority shall remain subject 
to the federal social security act and shall be under the 
state employees' retirement act. The authority shall 
make such deductions from salaries of employees and 
contributions from revenues of the authority as shall be 
necessary to qualify such employees for benefits under 
the federal social security act; and the appropriate offi­
cials are authorized to contract with the secretary of 
health, education and welfare to effect such coverage. 
[ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.64.060. Prior: 1 957 c 27 1 § 7 ;  1 95 1  c 82 
§ 2; 1 949 c 1 48 § 5 ;  Rem. Supp. 1 949 § 6524-26.] 

47.64.070 Employees subject to industrial insurance 
laws. Employees, except the masters and members of 
the crews of vessels, shall be subject to and entitled to 
the benefits of the industrial insurance laws of the state, 
and are hereby declared to be in extrahazardous em­
ployment within the meaning of such laws. [ 196 1 c 1 3  § 
47.64.070. Prior: 1 95 1  c 259 § 2; 1 949 c 148 § 6; Rem. 
Supp. 1 949 § 6524-27.] 

47.64.080 Employee seniority rights. All employees 
employed at the time of the acquisition of any ferry or 
ferry system by the toll bridge authority shall have se­
niority rights to the position they occupy aboard said 
ferries or ferry system. In the event of curtailment of 

ferry operations for any reason, employees shall be re­
lieved of service on the basis of their duration of em­
ployment in any ferry or ferry system acquired by the 
toll bridge authority. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.64.080. Prior: 1 949 
c 1 48 § 7; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6524-28.] 

47.64.090 Other party operating ferry by rent, lease 
or charter to be subject to chapter--Working condi­
tions--Adjudication of labor disputes. Should any par­
ty assume the operation and maintenance of any ferry 
or ferry system by rent, lease or charter from the 
Washington toll bridge authority, such party shall as­
sume and be bound by all the provisions herein and 
any agreement or contract for such operation of any 
ferry or ferry system entered into by the Washington 
toll bridge authority shall provide that the wages to be 
paid, hours of employment, working conditions and se­
niority rights of employees will be established by the 
marine employees commission in accordance with the 
terms and provisions of this chapter and it shall further 
provide that all labor disputes shall be adj udicated by 
the marine employees commission. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.64-
.090. Prior : 1 949 c 1 48 § 8 ;  Rem. Supp. 1 949 § 
6524-29.] 

Chapter 47.65 
PUGET SOUND TRANSPORTATION 

SYSTEM-EMPLOYEES'  RETIREMENT 
Sectwns 
47.65.060 

47.65.070 
47.65.080 
47.65.091 

Employees to be members of state employees' retirement 
system-Employer's contribution-Former service 
credit. 

Federal social security. 
Employer's contribution for former service. 
Appropriation-1 959 ex.s. c 4. 

47.65.060 Employees to be members of state employ­
ees' retirement system-Employer's contribution-­
Former service credit. Subject to the provisions of chap­
ter 4 1 .40 RCW every employee of the Washington toll 
bridge authority shall become a member of the state 
employees' retirement system. The Washington toll 
bridge authority shall pay into the state retirement sys­
tem the required employer's contributions for each em­
ployee for the period beginning April I ,  1 949 or from 
the time he became eligible for membership. Each eligi­
ble member shall receive credit for all of his former 
service from the beginning of his employment on fer­
ries, wharves, or terminals acquired, leased or con­
structed by or for the Washington toll bridge authority. 
Satisfactory proof of service with previous employer 
shall be furnished the state employees' retirement board 
by employee. [ 1 96 1 c 1 3  § 47.65.060. Prior: 1 957 c 27 1 § 
6.] 

47.65.070 Federal social security. See RCW 
47.64.060. 

47.65.080 Employer's contribution for former service. 
Any employer's contribution required to establish em­
ployees' credit for former service under RCW 47.65.060, 
shall be paid by the Washington toll bridge authority in 
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such amount as wiH entitle the employee to all rights, 
benefits and privileges that he would have been entitled 
t? had he been a member of the state employees' re­
tirement system from the beginning of his employment 
with the authority on or after June I ,  195 I .  Such con­
tributions for former service shall be payable at the rate 
of seventy-five thousand dollars in each calendar year 
and shall continue at such rate until such payments are 
equal to the then outstanding liability for former service 
credits. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.65.080. Prior: 1957 c 27 1 § 8.] 

47.65.091 Appropriation--1959 ex.s. c 4. There is 
appropriated from the Puget Sound transportation sta­
bilization fund to the Washington toll bridge authority 
for the biennium beginning July 1 ,  1959, and ending 
June 30, 196 1 ,  the sum of five hundred thousand dollars 
or so much thereof as is necessary to carry out the pro­
visions of chapter 47.65 RCW. [ 1 96 1 c 1 3  § 47.65 .09 1 .  
Prior: 1 959 ex.s. c 4 § 3.] 

Sections 
47.98.010 
47.98.020 
47.98.030 
47.98.040 
47.98.041 
47.98.042 
47.98.043 
47.98.044 
47.98.045 
47.98.050 
47.98.060 

Chapter 47.98 
CONSTRUCTION 

Continuation of existing law. 
Provisions to be construed in pari materia. 
Title, chapter, section headings not part of law. 
Invalidity of part of title not to affect remainder. 
Severability-1 963 ex.s. c 3. 
Severability-I 965 ex.s. c I 70. 
Severability-1967 ex.s. c 145. 
Severability-1 967 c W8. 
Severability-1969 ex.s. c 28 1 .  
Repeals and saving. 
Emergency-1 96 1  c 13.  

47.98.010 Continuation of existing law. The provi­
sions of this title insofar as they are substantially the 
same as statutory provisions repealed by this chapter, 
and relating to the same subject matter, shall be con­
strued as restatements and continuations, and not as 
new enactments. Nothing in this 196 1  reenactment of 
this title shall be construed as authorizing any new 
bond issues or new or additional appropriations of 
moneys but the bond issue authorizations herein con­
tained shall be construed only as continuations of bond 
issues authorized by prior laws herein repealed and re­
enacted, and the appropriations of moneys herein con­
tained are continued herein for historical purposes only 
and this act shall not be construed as a reappropriation 
thereof and no appropriation contained herein shall be 
deemed to be extended or revived hereby and such ap­
propriation shall lapse or shall have lapsed in accord­
ance with the original enactment: Provided, That this 
act shall not operate to terminate, extend, or otherwise 
affect any appropriation for the biennium commencing 
July 1 ,  1 959 and ending June 30, 1 96 1 .  [ 196 1 c 1 3  § 
47.98.0 10.] 

47.98.020 Provisions to be construed in pari materia. 
The provisions of this title shall be construed in pari 
materia even though as a matter of prior legislative his­
tory they were not originally enacted in the same stat­
ute. The provisions of this title shall also be construed 
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in pari materia with the provisions of Title 46 RCW, 
and with other laws relating to highways, roads, streets, 
bridges, ferries and vehicles. This section shall not op­
erate retroactively. [ 1 96 1  c 1 3  § 47.98.020.] 

47.98.030 Title, chapter, section beadings not part of 
law. Title headings, chapter headings, and section or 
subsection headings, as used in this title do not consti­
tute any part of the law. [ 1 96 1 c 1 3  § 47.98.030.] 

47.98.040 Invalidity of part of title not to affect re­
mainder. If any provision of this title, or its application 
to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the re­
mainder of the title, or the application of the provision 
to other persons or circumstances is not affected. [ 1961 
c 13  § 47.98.040.] 

Severabllity-1961 ex.s. c 7: For severability applying to RCW 
47.60.350-47.60.390, see note following RCW 82.98.030. 

47.98.041 Severability--1963 ex.s. c 3. If  any 
phrase, clause, subsection or section of this act shall be 
declared unconstitutional or invalid by any court of 
competent jurisdiction, it shall be conclusively pre­
sumed that the legislature would have enacted this act 
without the phrase, clause, subsection or se. tion so held 
unconstitutional or invalid and the remainder of the act 
shall not be affected as a result of said part being held 
unconstitutional or invalid. [ 1 963 ex.s. c 3 § 57.] 

47.98.042 Severability--1965 ex.s. c 170. If any 
provision of this act, or its application to any person or 
circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the act, 
or the application of the provision to other persons or 
circumstances is not affected. [ 1 965 ex.s. c 1 70 § 70.] 

47.98.043 Severability--1967 ex.s. c 145. If any 
provision of this 1 967 amendatory act, or its application 
to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the re­
mainder of the act, or the application of the provision 
to other persons or circumstances is not affected. [ 1967 
ex.s. c 1 45 § 73.] 

. 
47.98.� Severability--1967 c 108. If any provi­

SIOn of this act, or its application to any person or cir­
cumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the act, or 
the application of the provision to other persons or cir­
cumstances is not affected. [ 1 967 c 108 § 14.) 

47.98.045 Severability--1969 ex.s. c 281. If any 
p:ovision of this act, or its application to any person or 
circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the act, 
o� the applicat

_
ion of the provision to other persons or 

Circumstances IS not affected. [ 1 969 ex.s. c 28 1 § 64.] 

47.98.050 Repeals and saving. The following acts or 
parts of acts are repealed: 

( I )  Chapter 56, Laws of 1 9 1 3 ;  
(2) Chapter 65, Laws o f  1 9 1 3 ;  
(3) Chapter 29, Laws of 1 9 1 5 ;  
(4) Chapter 164, Laws o f  1 9 1 5 ;  
(5) Chapter 76, Laws o f  1 9 1 7; 
(6) Chapter 77, Laws of 1 9 1 7; 
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(7) Chapter 78, Laws of 1 9 1 7 ; 
(8) Chapter 1 1 8, Laws of 1 9 1 7 ;  
(9) Chapter 56, Laws o f  1 9 19; 
( 1 0) Chapter 1 46, Laws of I9 I9; 
( I I )  Chapter 2 I ,  Laws of I92 I ;  
( 1 2) Chapter 89, Laws of I92 I ;  
( 1 3) Chapter 95, Laws of I92 1 ;  
( 1 4) Chapter 4 1 ,  Laws of 1 923 ; 
( 1 5) Chapter 1 02, Laws of 1 923 ; 
( 1 6) Chapter 1 29, Laws of 1 923; 
( 1 7) Chapter 1 85, Laws of I923 ; 
( 1 8) Chapter 4, Laws of 1 925; 
( 1 9) Chapter 24, Laws of I 925; 
(20) Chapter 26, Laws of I925 ; 
(2 1 )  Chapter 59, Laws of I925 extraordinary session; 
(22) Chapter I 3 1 ,  Laws of I 925 extraordinary session; 
(23) Chapter 2 14, Laws of 1 927; 
(24) Chapter 232, Laws of 1 927; 
(25) Chapter 242, Laws of 1 927; 
(26) Chapter 88, Laws of I929; 
(27) Chapter I I6, Laws of I929; 
(28) Chapter 1 46, Laws of 1 929 ; 
(29) Chapter 1 7 1 ,  Laws of 1 929; 
(30) Chapter 2 14, Laws of 1 929; 
(3 1 )  Chapter 29, Laws of I 93 1 ;  
(32) Chapter 30, Laws of 1 93 1 ;  
(33) Chapter 3 I ,  Laws of I93 I ;  
(34) Chapter 36, Laws of I93 1 ;  
(35) Chapter 37, Laws of I93 1 ;  
(36) Chapter 38, Laws of 1 93 1 ;  
(37) Chapter 1 1 7, Laws of 1 93 1 ;  
(38) Chapter l l 8, Laws of 1 93 1 ;  
(39) Chapter 1 29, Laws of 1 93 1 ;  
(40) Chapter 1 33, Laws of 1 933; 
(4 I )  Chapter 1 44, Laws of 1 935 ; 
(42) Sections I through 3, and 5 through 1 07, chapter 

53, Laws of I937;  
(43) Chapter 1 1 3, Laws of 1 937; 
(44) Chapter 1 73, Laws of 1 937; 
(45) Chapter 1 85, Laws of 1 937; 
(46) Sections 59, 60, 6 1 ,  63 and 65, chapter 1 87, Laws 

of 1 937; 
(47) Chapter 1 90, Laws of 1 937; 
(48) Chapter 207, Laws of 1 937; 
(49) Chapter 5, Laws of 1 939; 
(50) Chapter 8 1 ,  Laws of 1 939; 
(5 1 )  Sections 7 and 8, chapter 1 8 1 ,  Laws of 1 939; 
(52) Chapter 9, Laws of 1 94 1 ;  
(53) Chapter 1 36, Laws of 1 94 1 ;  
(54) Sections 9 through 1 1 , chapter 82, Laws of 1 943 ; 
(55) Chapter 1 32, Laws of 1 943 ; 
(56) Chapter 1 35, Laws of 1 943 ; 
(57) Chapter 1 47, Laws of 1 943 ; 
(58) Chapter 2 1 2, Laws of I943 ; 
(59) Chapter 239, Laws of 1 943 ; 
(60) Chapter 253, Laws of 1 943; 
(6 1 )  Chapter 265, Laws of 1 943 ; 
(62) Chapter 266, Laws of I943 ; 
(63) Chapter 27, Laws of 1 945 ; 
(64) Chapter I27, Laws of 1 945 ; 
(65) Chapter I46, Laws of 1 945 ; 
(66) Chapter 1 76, Laws of 1 945 ; 

(67) Chapter 1 78, Laws of 1 945 ; 
(68) Chapter 248, Laws of 1 945; 
(69) Chapter 250, Laws of 1 945; 
(70) Chapter 266, Laws of 1 945 ; 
(7 1 )  Chapter 4, Laws of 1 947 ; 
(72) Chapter 96, Laws of 1 947 ; 
(73) Chapter 201 ,  Laws of 1 947; 
(74) Chapter 202, Laws of 1 947; 
(75) Chapter 206, Laws of 1 947; 
(76) Chapter 232, Laws of 1 947; 
(77) Chapter 64, Laws of 1 949; 
(78) Chapter 70, Laws of 1 949; 
(79) Section 1 ,  chapter 75, Laws of 1 949; 
(80) Chapter I48, Laws of I949; 
(8 1)  Chapter 1 62, Laws of 1 949 ; 
(82) Chapter 1 79, Laws of 1 949; 
(83) Section 1 3, chapter 1 96, Laws of 1 949; 
(84) Sections 1 through 6, 14 and 1 5, chapter 220, 

Laws of 1 949; 
(85) Chapter 225, Laws of I 949; 
(86) Chapter 8, Laws of 1 95 1 ;  
(87) Chapter 54, Laws of 1 95 1 ;  
(88) Chapter 82, Laws of 1 95 1 ;  
(89) Chapter 1 2 1 ,  Laws of 1 95 1 ;  
(90) Chapter 1 67, Laws of I 95 1 ;  
(9 1 )  Chapter 1 88, Laws of 1 95 1 ;  
(92) Chapter 1 99, Laws of 1 95 1 ;  
(93) Sections I through 1 5, chapter 247, Laws of 

I 95 1 ;  
(94) Chapter 259, Laws of 1 95 1 ;  
(95) Sections I through 23, 25 through 28, and 30, 

chapter 273, Laws of 1 95 1 ;  
(96) Chapter 28, Laws of 1 953 ; 
(97) Chapter 29, Laws of 1 953 ;  
(98) Chapter 30, Laws o f  1 953 ; 
(99) Chapter 32, Laws of I953;  
( 1 00) Chapter 33,  Laws of 1 953;  
( 1 0 1 )  Chapter 42, Laws of I953;  
( 102) Chapter 53,  Laws of 1 953 ; 
( 1 03) Chapter 54, Laws of 1 953;  
( 1 04) Chapter 55, Laws of 1 953;  
( 1 05) Chapter 59, Laws of 1 953;  
( 1 06) Chapter 78,  Laws of 1 953;  
( 1 07) Chapter 79, Laws of I953;  
( 1 08) Chapter 82, Laws of 1 953 ;  
( 109) Chapter 100, Laws o f  1 953;  
( I  1 0) Chapter 1 3 1 ,  Laws of 1 953 ; 
( I l l ) Chapter 1 32, Laws of I 953;  
( 1 12) Chapter 1 54, Laws of 1 953;  
( 1 1 3) Chapter I 59, Laws of 1 953;  
( 1 14) Chapter 1 83, Laws of I 953;  
( 1 1 5) Chapter I92, Laws of I 953;  
( 1 1 6) Chapter I93, Laws of I953;  
( 1 1 7) Chapter 2 1 1 , Laws of 1 953;  
( 1 1 8) Chapter 220, Laws of 1 953;  
( 1 1 9) Section I ,  chapter 254, Laws of 1 953 ;  
( 1 20) Sections I through 28 and 30, chapter 280, 

Laws of I 953; 
( 1 2 I) Chapter 285, Laws of I 953 ; 
( 1 22) Chapter I 7, Laws of I 955;  
( 1 23) Chapter 2 1 ,  Laws of 1 955;  
( 1 24) Chapter 22, Laws of 1 955;  
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( 1 25) Chapter 49, Laws of 1955; 
( 1 26) Chapter 54, Laws of 1955; 
( 1 27) Chapter 63, Laws of 1955; 
( 1 28) Chapter 75, Laws of 1955;  
( 1 29) Chapter 83,  Laws of 1 955 ;  
( 1 30) Chapter 84, Laws of 1 955;  
( 1 3 1 )  Chapter 1 1 7, Laws of 1 955; 
( 1 32) Section 6, chapter 1 46, Laws of 1955;  
( 1 33) Chapter 147, Laws of 1955; 
( 1 34) Chapter 1 52, Laws of 1955 ;  
( 1 35) Chapter 16 1 ,  Laws of 1 955;  
( 1 36) Chapter 166, Laws of 1 955; 
( 1 37) Chapter 1 78, Laws of 1955; 
( 1 38) Chapter 1 79, Laws of 1 955; 
( 1 39) Chapter 203, Laws of 1955; 
( 140) Chapter 208, Laws of 1955 ; 
( 14 1 )  Section 20, chapter 285, Laws of 1955;  
( 1 42) Sections 7 and 8, chapter 3 1 0, Laws of 1 955; 
( 1 43) Chapter 3 1 1 , Laws of 1 955; 
( 144) Chapter 383, Laws of 1 955 ; 
( 145) Sections 8 and 1 2  through 14, chapter 384, 

Laws of 1 955;  
( 146) Chapter 83,  Laws of 1957 ; 
( 147) Chapter 95, Laws of 1 957; 
( 1 48) Chapter 1 4 1 ,  Laws of 1 957; 
( 149) Chapter 142, Laws of 1957; 
( 1 50) Chapter 1 52, Laws of 1 957; 
( 1 5 1 ) Sections I through 36 and 38 through 60, chap-

ter 1 72, Laws of 1957; 
( 1 52) Chapter 1 89, Laws of 1 957; 
( 1 53) Chapter 204, Laws of 1 957; 
( 1 54) Chapter 206, Laws of 1 957 ; 
( 1 55) Chapter 230, Laws of 1957; 
( 1 56) Chapter 235, Laws of 1957; 
( 1 57) Chapter 266, Laws of 1957; 
( 1 58) Chapter 270, Laws of 1 957; 
( 1 59) Sections 1 and 2 and 5 through 1 2, chapter 27 1 ,  

Laws of 1 957; 
( 1 60) Chapter 144, Laws of 1 959; 
( 1 6 1 )  Chapter 160, Laws of 1959; 
( 1 62) Chapter 1 62, Laws of 1959; 
( 1 63) Chapter 1 67, Laws of 1 959; 
( 1 64) Chapter 1 84, Laws of 1 959; 
( 1 65) Chapter 1 98, Laws of 1 959; 
( 166) Chapter 1 99, Laws of 1 959; 
( 1 67) Chapter 242, Laws of 1 959; 
( 1 68) Sections I through 5 and 7, chapter 292, Laws 

of 1 959; 
( 1 69) Sections I through 1 9, and 33 through 35, 

chapter 3 1 9, Laws of 1 959; 
( 1 70) Section 3, chapter 326, Laws of 1 959; 
( 1 7 1 )  Chapter 330, Laws of 1 959; 
( 1 72) Section 2, chapter 4, Laws of 1 959 first extraor­

dinary session ; and 
( 1 73) RCW 43.27.020 through 43.27.200 (recodified 

herein as chapter 47.01 ). 
Such repeals shall not be construed as affecting any 

existing right acquired under the statutes repealed, nor 
as affecting any proceeding instituted thereunder, nor 
any rule, regulation or order promulgated thereunder, 
nor any administrative action taken thereunder, nor the 
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term of office or appointment or employment of any 
person appointed or employed thereunder. 

Such repeals shall not affect the adoption by refer­
ence in sections 47. 1 6. 1 40, 47. 1 6. 1 90 and 47.20.380 of 
the highway routes established respectively by sections 
5, 4, and 38, chapter 383, Laws of 1 955. [ 1 96 1  c 13  § 
47.98.050.] 

47.98.060 Emergency--1961 c 13. This act is nec­
essary for the immediate preservation of the public 
peace, health and safety, the support of the state gov­
ernment and its existing institutions and shall take ef­
fect immediately: Provided, That the effective date of 
sections 47. 16. 160, 47.20. 1 10, and 47.20.380 shall be 
July 1 ,  1 96 1 .  [ 1 96 1 c 1 3  § 47.98.060.) 
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