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PREFACE

Numbering system: The number of each section of this code is made up of three parts, in sequence as
follows: Number of title; number of chapter within the title; number of section within the chapter. Thus RCW
1.04.020 is Title 1, chapter 4, section 20. The section part of the number (.020) is initially made up of three digits,
constitutes a true de01mal and provides a facility for numbering new sections to be inserted between old sections
already consecutively numbered, merely by adding one or more digits at the end of the number. In most chapters
of the code, sections have been numbered by tens (.010, .020, .030, .040, etc.), leaving nine vacant numbers
between original sections so that for a time new sections. may be inserted without extension of the section number
beyond three digits.

Citation to the Revised Code of Washington: The code should be cited as RCW; see RCW 1.04.040. An
RCW title should be cited Title 7 RCW. An RCW chapter should be cited chapter 7.24 RCW. An RCW section
should be cited RCW 7.24.010. Through references should be made as RCW 7.24.010 through 7.24.100. Series
of sections should be cited as RCW 7.24.010, 7.24.020, and 7.24.030.

History of the Revised Code of Washington; Source notes. The Revised Code of Washington was adopted
by the legislature in 1950; see chapter 1.04 RCW. The original publication (1951) contained material variances
from the language and organization of the session laws from which it was derived, including a variety of divisions
and combinations of the session law sections. During 1953 through 1959, the Statute Law Committee, in exercise
of the powers contained in chapter 1.08 RCW, completed a comprehensive study of these variances and, by means
of a series of administrative orders or reenactment bills, restored each title of the code to reflect its session law
source, but retaining the general codification scheme originally adopted. An audit trail of this activity has been
preserved in the concluding segments of the source note of each section of the code so affected. The legislative
source of each section is enclosed in brackets [ ] at the end of the section. Reference to session laws is
abbreviated; thus "1891 c 23 § 1; 1854 p 99 § 135" refers to section 1, chapter 23, Laws of 1891 and section 135,
page 99, Laws of 1854. "Prior" indicates a break in the statutory chain, usually a repeal and reenactment. "RRS
or Rem. Supp. " indicates the parallel citation in Remington’s Revised Code, last published in 1949.

Where, before restoration, a section of this code constituted a consolidation of two or more sections of the
session laws, or of sections separately numbered in Remington’s, the line of derivation is shown for each
component section, with each line of derivation being set off from the others by use of small Roman numerals,
"(1)," "(ii)," etc.

Where, before restoration, only a part of a session law section was reflected in a particular RCW section the
history note reference is followed by the word "part."

"Formerly" and its correlative form "FORMER PART OF SECTION" followed by an RCW citation preserves
the record of original codification.

Double amendments: Some double or other multiple amendments to a section made without reference to each
other are set out in the code in smaller (8-point) type. See RCW 1.12.025.

Index: Titles 1 through 91 are indexed in the RCW General Index. Separate indexes are provided for the
Rules of Court and the State Constitution.

Sections repealed or decodified; Disposition table: Memorials to RCW sections repealed or decodified are
no longer carried in place. They are now tabulated in numerical order in the table entitled "Disposition of former
RCW sections."

Codification tables: To convert a session law citation to its RCW number (for Laws of 1951 or later) consult
the codification tables. A similar table is included to relate the disposition in RCW of sections of Remington’s
Revised Statutes.

Errors or omissions: (1) Where an obvious clerical error has been made in the law during the legislative
process, the code reviser adds a corrected word, phrase, or punctuation mark in [brackets] for clarity. Such
additions do not constitute any part of the law.

(2) Although considerable care has been used in the production of this code, within the limits of available time
and facilities it is inevitable that in so large a work that there will be errors, both mechanical and of judgment.
As such errors are detected or are believed to exist in particular sections, by those who use this code, it is requested
that a note citing the section involved and the nature of the error be mailed to: Code Reviser, Legislative Building,
Olympia, WA 98504, so that correction may be made in a subsequent publication.

(1994 Ed.) [Preface—p iii]



VONOU AW

27.

28A.

28B.
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29.

TITLES OF THE REVISED CODE OF WASHINGTON

General provisions

Judicial

Courts of record

District courts—Courts of limited jurisdiction
Civil procedure

Evidence

Enforcement of judgments

Special proceedings and actions
Eminent domain

Crimes and punishments

Washington criminal code

Criminal procedure

Probate and trust law

District courts—Civil procedure
Juvenile courts and juvenile offenders

Aeronautics

Agriculture

Agriculture and marketing
Animals, estrays, brands and fences
Weeds, rodents and pests

Businesses and professions

Businesses and professions

Business regulations—Miscellaneous
Commission merchants—Agricultural products
Securities and investments

Warehousing and deposits

Corporations, associations and partnerships
Corporations and associations (Profit)

. Washington business corporation act

Corporations and associations (Nonprofit)
Partnerships

Domestic relations

Education

Libraries, museums, and historical activities
Common school provisions

Higher education

Vocational education

Elections

Financial institutions

Banks and trust companies
Miscellaneous loan agencies
Mutual savings banks
Savings and loan associations

Government
Administrative law
Cities and towns

. Optional municipal code

Counties

Federal areas—Indians

Militia and military affairs

Public contracts and indebtedness

Public documents, records and publications
Public employment, civil service and pensions
Public officers and agencies

State government—Executive

State government—Legislative

Townships
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46.
47.

48.

Highways and motor vehicles
Motor vehicles
Public highways and transportation

Insurance

Labor

Labor regulations
Unemployment compensation
Industrial insurance

Local service districts
Fire protection districts
Port districts

Public utility districts
Sanitary districts
Sewer districts

Water districts

Property rights and incidents

Boundaries and plats

Landlord and tenant

Liens

Mortgages, deeds of trust, and real estate contracts

. Uniform commercial code

Personal property
Real property and conveyances
Recording, registration, and legal publication

Public health, safety, and welfare
Alcoholic beverage control

Sports and recreation—Convention facilities
Cemeteries, morgues and human remains
Food, drugs, cosmetics, and poisons

Public health and safety

Mental illness

. Developmental disabilities

State institutions
Veterans and veterans’ affairs
Public assistance

Public resources

Food fish and shellfish

Forests and forest products
Game and game fish

Mines, minerals, and petroleum
Public lands

Public service
Public utilities
Transportation

Taxation
Excise taxes
Estate taxation
Property taxes

Waters

Diking and drainage

Flood control

Irrigation

Navigation and harbor improvements
Reclamation, soil conservation and land settlement
Water rights—Environment

Waterways
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Title 46
MOTOR VEHICLES

Chapters

46.01 Department of licensing.

46.04 Definitions.

46.08 General provisions.

46.09 Off-road and nonhighway vehicles.

46.10 Snowmobiles.

46.12 Certificates of ownership and registration.

46.16 Vehicle licenses.

46.20 Drivers’ licenses—Identicards.

46.21 Driver license compact.

46.23 Nonresident violator compact.

46.25 Uniform Commercial Driver’s License Act.

46.29 Financial responsibility.

46.30 Mandatory liability insurance.

46.32 Vehicle inspection.

46.37 Vehicle lighting and other equipment.

46.38 Vehicle equipment safety compact.

46.39 Interstate compact for school bus safety.

46.44 Size, weight, load.

46.48 Transportation of hazardous materials.

46.52 Accidents—Reports—Abandoned vehicles.

46.55 Towing and impoundment.

46.61 Rules of the road.

46.63 Disposition of traffic infractions.

46.64 Enforcement.

46.65 Washington Habitual Traffic Offenders Act.

46.68 Disposition of revenue.

46.70 Unfair business practices—Dealers’ licenses.

46.71 Automotive repair.

46.72 Transportation of passengers in for hire
vehicles.

46.73 Private carrier drivers.

46.74 Ride sharing.

46.76 Motor vehicle transporters.

46.79 Hulk haulers and scrap processors.

46.80 Motor vehicle wreckers.

46.81 Traffic safety education courses.

46.81A Motorcycle skills education program.

46.82 Driver training schools.

46.83 Traffic schools.

46.85 Reciprocal or proportional registration of
vehicles.

46.87 Proportional registration.

46.88 Out-of-state commercial vehicles—Intrastate
permits.

46.90 Washington Model Traffic Ordinance.

46.94 Motorcycle dealers’ franchise act.

46.96 Manufacturers’ and dealers’ franchise agree-
ments. :

46.98 Construction.

Reviser’s note: Throughout Title 46 RCW references to (1) "joint
committee on highways, streets and bridges" have been changed to
"legislative transportation committee" under the authority of RCW
44.40.010; and (2) "public service commission" have been changed to
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"utilides and transportation commission” under the authority of 1961 ¢ 290
§ 1.

Aircraft and dirman regulations: Chapter 14.16 RCW.

Aircraft dealers: Chapter 14.20 RCW.

Ambulances and drivers: RCW 70.54.060, 70.54.065.

Auto transportation companies: Title 81 RCW.

Bicycles, regulation by cities: Chapter 35.75 RCW.

Buses, unlawful conduct on: RCW 9.91.025.

Campers, excise tax: Chapter 82.50 RCW.

Consumer protection: Chapter 19.86 RCW.

Crimes
controlled substances, seizure and forfeiture of vehicles: RCW 69.50.505.
criminal possession of leased or rented motor vehicle: RCW 9A.56.095.
driving while intoxicated while engaged in occupational duties: RCW

9.91.020.

firearms in vehicle: RCW 9.41.050, 9.41.060, 77.16.250.
taking motor vehicle without permission: RCW 9A.56.070.
vehicle prowling: RCW 9A.52.095, 9A.52.100.

Emission control program: Chapter 70.120 RCW.
Explosives, regulation: Chapter 70.74 RCW.
Fireworks, regulation, transportation: Chapter 70.77 RCW.

Highway funds, use, constitutional limitations: State Constitution Art. 2 §
40 (Amendment 18).

Hulk haulers and scrap processors: Chapter 46.79 RCW.

Juveniles, court to forward record to director of licensing: RCW 13.50.200.
Leases: Chapter 62A.2A RCW.

"Lemon Law": Chapter 19.118 RCW.

Limited access highways, violations: RCW 47.52.120.

Littering: Chapter 70.93 RCW.

Marine employees—Public employment relations: Chapter 47.64 RCW.
Mobile home, travel trailer, and camper excise tax: Chapter 82.50 RCW.
Mobile homes, excise tax: Chapter 82.50 RCW.

Motor boat regulation: - Chapter 88.12 RCW.

Motor vehicle
excise tax: Chapter 82.44 RCW.
fuel tax: Chapter 82.36 RCW.
use tax: Chapter 82.12 RCW.

Motor vehicle fund income from United States securities—Exemption from
reserve fund requirement: RCW 43.84.095.

State patrol: Chapter 43.43 RCW.

Toll bridge authority: Chapters 47.56, 47.60 RCW.

Traffic control at work sites: RCW 47.36.200 through 47.36.230.
Traffic safety commission: Chapter 43.59 RCW.

Travel trailers, excise tax: Chapter 82.50 RCW.

Warranties, express: Chapter 19.118 RCW.

Chapter 46.01
DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING

Sections

46.01.011 Purpose.

46.01.020 Department created.

46.01.030 Administration and improvement of certain motor vehicle
laws.

[Title 46 RCW—page 1]



Chapter 46.01

46.01.040 Powers, duties, and functions relating to motor vehicle laws
vested in department.

46.01.050 Other powers, duties, and functions of division of profes-
sional licensing transferred to business and professions
administration—Divisions created.

46.01.055 Business and professions administration—Supervision.

46.01.070  Functions performed by state patrol as agent for director of
licenses transferred to department.

46.01.090 Director—Appointment—Qualifications.

46.01.100 Organization of department.

46.01.110  Rules and regulations.

46.01.130 Powers of department and director—Personnel—
Appointment of county auditors as agents.

46.01.140 County auditors, others, as special deputies and subagents of
director—Disposition of application fees.

46.01.150  Branch offices.

46.01.160 Forms for applications, licenses, and certificates.

46.01.170  Seal.

46.01.180 Oaths and acknowledgments.

46.01.190 Designation of state patrol as agent for surrender of drivers’
licenses.

46.01.230 Payment by check or money order—Regulations—Penalty
for nonsurrender upon cancellation—Handling fee for
dishonored checks.

46.01.250 Certified copies of records—Fee.

46.01.260 Destruction of records by director.

46.01.270  Destruction of records by county auditor.

46.01.290 Director to make annual reports to governor.

46.01.310 Immunity of licensing agents.

46.01.320 Title and registration advisory committee.

46.01.330  Facilities siting coordination.

Extension or modification of licensing, certification, or registration period
authorized—Rules and regulations, manner and content: RCW
43.24.140.

Gambling commission, administrator and staff for: RCW 9.46.080.
Health, department of, functions transferred to: RCW 43.70.901.

Public bodies may retain collection agencies to collect public debts: RCW
19.16.500.

46.01.011 Purpose. The legislature finds that the de-
partment of licensing administers laws relating to the
licensing and regulation of professions, businesses, gambling,
and other activities in addition to administering laws relating
to the licensing and regulation of vehicles and vehicle
operators, dealers, and manufacturers. The laws adminis-
tered by the department have the common denominator of
licensing and regulation and are directed toward protecting
and enhancing the well-being of the residents of the state.
[1994 ¢ 92 § 500; 1979 ¢ 158 § 113; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 334 § 1.]

Effective date—1977 ex.s. ¢ 334: "This 1977 amendatory act shall
take effect on July I, 1977." [1977 ex.s. c 334 § 8.]

46.01.020 Department created. A department of the
government of this state to be known as the "department of
licensing"” is hereby created. [1979 c 158 § 114; 1977 ex.s.
€334 §2; 1965 c 156 § 2]

Effective date—1977 ex.s. ¢ 334: See note following RCW
46.01.011.

46.01.030 Administration and improvement of
certain motor vehicle laws. The department shall be
responsible for administering and recommending the im-
provement of the motor vehicle laws of this state relating to:

(1) driver examining and licensing;

(2) driver improvement;

(3) driver records;

(4) financial responsibility;
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(5) certificates of ownership;

(6) certificates of license registration and license plates;

(7) proration and reciprocity;

(8) liquid fuel tax collections;

(9) licensing of dealers, motor vehicle transporters,
motor vehicle wreckers, for hire vehicles, and drivers’
schools;

(10) general highway safety promotion in cooperation
with the Washington state patrol and traffic safety commis-
sion;

(11) such other activities as the legislature may provide.
[1990 c 250 § 14; 1965 c 156 § 3.]

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

46.01.040 Powers, duties, and functions relating to
motor vehicle laws vested in department. The department
of licensing is vested with all powers, functions, and duties
with respect to and including the following:

(1) The motor vehicle fuel excise tax as provided in
chapter 82.36 RCW;

(2) The special fuel tax as provided in chapter 82.38
RCW;

(3) The motor vehicle excise tax as provided in chapter
82.44 RCW;

(4) The house trailer excise tax as provided in chapter
82.50 RCW;

(5) All general powers and duties relating to motor
vehicles as provided in chapter 46.08 RCW;,

(6) Certificates of ownership and registration as provid-
ed in chapters 46.12 and 46.16 RCW;

(7) The registration and licensing of motor vehicles as
provided in chapters 46.12 and 46.16 RCW;

(8) Dealers’ licenses as provided in chapter 46.70 RCW;

(9) The licensing of motor vehicle transporters as
provided in chapter 46.76 RCW;

(10) The licensing of motor vehicle wreckers as provid-
ed in chapter 46.80 RCW;

(11) The administration of the laws relating to reciprocal
or proportional registration of motor vehicles as provided in
chapter 46.85 RCW;

(12) The licensing of passenger vehicles for hire as pro-
vided in chapter 46.72 RCW;

(13) Operators’ licenses as provided in chapter 46.20
RCW;

(14) Commercial driver training schools as provided in
chapter 46.82 RCW;

(15) Financial responsibility as provided in chapter
46.29 RCW;

(16) Accident reporting as provided in chapter 46.52
RCW;

(17) Disposition of revenues as provided in chapter
46.68 RCW; and

(18) The administration of all other laws relating to
motor vehicles vested in the director of licenses on June 30,
1965. [1983 c3 § 117, 1979 ¢ 158 § 115; 1965 c 156 § 4.]

46.01.050 Other powers, duties, and functions of
division of professional licensing transferred to business
and professions administration—Divisions created. All
powers, functions and duties vested by law in the division of
professional licensing in the department of licensing on
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Department of Licensing

August 9, 1969, other than those enumerated in RCW
46.01.040, shall be transferred to the business and profes-
sions administration hereby created consisting of the divi-
sions of real estate and professional licensing, within the
department of licensing. [1994 ¢ 92 § 501; 1979 c 158 §
116; 1969 ex.s. ¢ 281 § 34; 1965 c 156 § 5.]

Delegation of authority to business and professions administration: RCW
43.24.024.

46.01.055 Business and professions administration—
Supervision. The director of licensing shall appoint and
deputize an assistant director of business and professions
administration, who shall have charge and supervision of the
business and professions administration. [1979 ¢ 158 § 117;
1969 ex.s. c 281 § 35; 1967 ¢ 32 § 117.]

46.01.070 Functions performed by state patrol as
agent for director of licenses transferred to department.
Functions named in RCW 46.01.030 which have been
performed by the state patrol as agent of the director of
licenses before June 30, 1965 shall be performed by the
department of licensing after June 30, 1965. [1979 c 158 §
118; 1965 c 156 § 7.] '

46.01.090 Director—Appointment—Qualifications.
The department shall be under the control of an executive
officer to be known as the director of licensing. The
director shall be appointed by the govemnor, with the consent
of the senate, and hold office at the pleasure of the governor.
Directors shall be selected with special reference to their
experience, capacity, and interest in the field of motor
vehicle administration or highway safety. [1990 ¢ 250 § 15;
1979 c 158 § 119; 1965 c 156 § 9.]

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.
Appointment of director: RCW 43.17.020.

Authority of director: RCW 43.24.010.

46.01.100 Organization of department. Directors
shall organize the department in such manner as they may
deem necessary to segregate and conduct the work of the
department. [1990 c 250 § 16; 1965 ¢ 156 § 10.]

‘Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

46.01.110 Rules and regulations. The director of
licensing is hereby authorized to adopt and enforce such
reasonable rules and regulations as may be consistent with
and necessary to carry out the provisions relating to vehicle
licenses, certificates of ownership and license registration
and drivers’ licenses not in conflict with the provisions of
Title 46 RCW. [1979 c 158 § 120; 1965 c 156 § 11; 1961
¢ 12 § 46.08.140. Prior: 1937 ¢ 188 § 79; RRS § 6312-79.
Formerly RCW 46.08.140.]

46.01.130 Powers of department and director—
Personnel—Appointment of county auditors as agents.
The department of licensing shall have the general supervi-
sion and control of the issuing of vehicle licenses and
vehicle license number plates and shall have the full power
to do all things necessary and proper to carry out the
provisions of the law relating to the licensing of vehicles; the
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director shall have the power to appoint and employ depu-
ties, assistants and representatives, and such clerks as may be
required from time to time, and to provide for their operation
in different parts of the state, and the director shall have the
power to appoint the county auditors of the several counties
as his agents for the licensing of vehicles. [1979 c 158 §
121; 1973 ¢ 103 § 2; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 231 § 8; 1965 c 156 § 13;
1961 c 12 § 46.08.090. Prior: 1937 c 188 § 26; RRS §
6312-26; prior: 1921 c 96 § 3, part; 1917 c 155 § 2, part;
1915 c 142 § 3, part. Formerly RCW 46.08.090.]
Severability—1973 ¢ 103: "If any provision of this 1973 amendatory
act, or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the

remainder of the act, or the application of the provision to other persons or
circumstances is not affected.” [1973 c 103 § 9.]

Effective date—1971 ex.s. ¢ 231: "(1) Sections I through 7 of this
1971 amendatory act shall take effect on January 1, 1972.

(2) Sections 8 through 23 of this 1971 amendatory act shall take effect
on January 1, 1973." [1971 ex.s. c 231 § 24.] Sections I through 7 of
Laws of 1971 ex. sess. ¢ 231 consist of RCW 46.04.085, 46.04.302,
46.04.303, 46.04.305, 46.12.280, 46.16.111, and 46.16.505; sections 8
through 23 of Laws of 1971 ex. sess. ¢ 231 consist of RCW 46.01.130,
46.01.140, 46.01.300, 46.12.105, 46.12.290, 46.16.100, 46.16.104 through
46.16.106, 46.16.510 through 46.16.550, 46.68.030, and 46.70.290.

46.01.140 County auditors, others, as special
deputies and subagents of director—Disposition of
application fees. (1) The county auditor, if appointed by the
director of licensing shall carry out the provisions of this
title relating to the licensing of vehicles and the issuance of
vehicle license number plates under the direction and
supervision of the director and may with the approval of the
director appoint assistants as special deputies and recom-
mend subagents to accept applications and collect fees for
vehicle licenses and transfers and to deliver vehicle license
number plates.

(2) A county auditor appointed by the director may re-
quest that the director appoint subagencies within the county.
Upon authorization of the director, the auditor shall advertise
a request for proposals and use the process for soliciting
vendors under RCW 39.04.190(2), except that the provision
requiring the contract to be awarded to the lowest responsi-
ble bidder shall not apply. The auditor shall submit all
proposals to the director, and shall recommend the appoint-
ment of one or more subagents who have applied through
the request for proposal process. The director has final
appointment authority.

(3)(a) A county auditor who is appointed as an agent by
the department shall enter into a standard contract provided
by the director, developed with the advice of the title and
registration advisory committee.

(b) A subagent appointed under subsection (2) of this
section shall enter into a standard contract with the county
auditor, developed with the advice of the title and registra-
tion advisory committee. The director shall provide the
standard contract to county auditors.

(c) The contracts provided for in (a) and (b) of this sub-
section must contain at a minimum provisions that:

(i) Describe the responsibilities, and where applicable,
the liability, of each party relating to the service expectations
and levels, equipment to be supplied by the department, and
equipment maintenance;
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46.01.140

(ii) Require the specific type of insurance or bonds so
that the state is protected against any loss of collected motor
vehicle tax revenues or loss of equipment;

(iii) Specify the amount of training that will be provided
by the state, the county auditor, or subagents;

(iv) Describe allowable costs that may be charged to
motor vehicle licensing activities as provided for in (d) of
this subsection;

(v) Describe the causes and procedures for termination
of the contract, which may include mediation and binding
arbitration. }

(d) The department shall develop procedures that will
standardize and prescribe allowable costs that may be
assigned to motor vehicle licensing activities performed by
county auditors.

(e) The contracts may include any provision that the di-
rector deems necessary to ensure acceptable service and the
full collection of motor vehicle tax revenues.

(f) The director may waive any provisions of the
contract deemed necessary in order to ensure that readily
accessible service is provided to the citizens of the state.

(4)(a) At any time any application is made to the direc-
tor, the county auditor, or other agent pursuant to any law
dealing with licenses, registration, or the right to operate any
vehicle upon the public highways of this state, excluding
applicants already paying such fee under RCW 46.16.070 or
46.16.085, the applicant shall pay to the director, county
auditor, or other agent a fee of two dollars for each applica-
tion in addition to any other fees required by law.

(b) Counties that do not cover the expenses of motor
vehicle licensing activities may submit to the department a
request for cost-coverage moneys. The request must be
submitted on a form developed by the department. The
department shall develop procedures to verify whether a re-
quest is reasonable. Payment shall be made on requests
found to be allowable from the licensing services account.

(c) Applicants for certificates of ownership, including
applicants paying fees under RCW 46.16.070 or 46.16.085,
shall pay to the director, county auditor, or other agent a fee
of three dollars in addition to any other fees required by law.

(d) The fees under (a) and (c) of this subsection, if paid
to the county auditor as agent of the director, or if paid to a
subagent of the county auditor, shall be paid to the county
treasurer in the same manner as other fees collected by the
county auditor and credited to the county current expense
fund. If the fee is paid to another agent of the director, the
fee shall be used by the agent to defray his or her expenses
in handling the application.

(5) A subagent shall collect a service fee of (a) five
dollars and fifty cents for changes in a certificate of owner-
ship, with or without registration renewal, or verification of
record and preparation of an affidavit of lost title other than
at the time of the title application or transfer and (b) two
dollars and twenty-five cents for registration renewal only,
issuing a transit permit, or any other service under this
section.

(6) If the fee is collected by the state patrol as agent for
the director, the fee so collected shall be certified to the state
treasurer and deposited to the credit of the state patrol
highway account. If the fee is collected by the department
of transportation as agent for the director, the fee shall be
certified to the state treasurer and deposited to the credit of
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the motor vehicle fund. All such fees collected by the
director or branches of his office shall be certified to the
state treasurer and deposited to the credit of the highway
safety fund.

(7) Any county revenues that exceed the cost of
providing motor vehicle licensing activities in a county,
calculated in accordance with the procedures in subsection
(3)(d) of this section, shall be expended as determined by the
county legislative authority during the process established by
law for adoption of county budgets.

(8) The director may adopt rules to implement this
section. [1992 ¢ 216 § 1; 1991 ¢ 339 § 16; 1990 ¢ 250 §
89; 1988 c 12 § 1; 1987 c 302 § 1; 1985 c 380 § 12. Prior:
1983 ¢ 77 § 1; 1983 c 26 § 1; 1980 c 114 § 2; 1979 c 158
§ 122; 1975 Ist ex.s.c 146 § 1; 1973 ¢ 103 § 1; 1971 ex.s.
c2318§9; 1971 ex.s. c 91 § 3; 1965 c 156 § 14; 1963 c 85
§ 1; 1961 c 12 § 46.08.100; prior: 1955 c 89 § 3; 1937 ¢
188 § 27; RRS § 6312-27. Formerly RCW 46.08.100.]

Effective date—1991 c 339 §§ 16, 17: "Sections 16 and 17 of this
act are necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health,

or safety, or support of the state government and its existing public
institutions, and shall take effect July 1, 1991." [1991 c 339 § 34.]

Severability—1990 c 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

Severability—1987 ¢ 302: "If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of
the act or the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances
is not affected.” {1987 c 302 § 5.]

Effective date—1986 c 18; 1985 ¢ 380: See RCW 46.87.901.
Severability—1985 ¢ 380: See RCW 46.87.900.

Effective date—1971 ex.s. ¢ 231: See note following RCW
46.01.130.

46.01.150 Branch offices. The department may
maintain such branch offices within the state as the director
may deem necessary properly to carry out the powers and
duties vested in the department. [1965 c 156 § 15.]

Office of department, maintenance at state capitol: RCW 43.17.050.

46.01.160 Forms for applications, licenses, and
certificates. The director shall prescribe and provide
suitable forms of applications, certificates of ownership and
registration, drivers’ licenses and all other forms and licenses
requisite or deemed necessary to carry out the provisions of
Title 46 RCW and any other laws the enforcement and
administration of which are vested in the department. [1965
c 156 § 16.]

Director to prescribe forms for applications, licenses, and certificates:
RCW 43.24.040.

46.01.170 Seal. The department shall have an official
seal with the words "Department of Licensing of Washing-
ton" engraved thereon. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 334 § 4; 1965 c 156 §
17.]

Effective date—1977 ex.s. c 334: See note following RCW
46.01.011.

46.01.180 Oaths and acknowledgments. Officers
and employees of the department designated by the director
are, for the purpose of administering the motor vehicle laws,
authorized to administer oaths and acknowledge signatures
and shall do so without fee. [1965 c 156 § 18.]

Oath of director: RCW 43.17.030.
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46.01.190 Designation of state patrol as agent for
surrender of drivers’ licenses. The director of licensing
may designate the Washington state patrol as an agent to
secure the surrender of drivers’ licenses which have been
suspended, revoked, or canceled pursuant to law. [1979 c
158 § 123; 1965 c 156 § 19.]

46.01.230 Payment by check or money order—
Regulations—Penalty for nonsurrender upon
cancellation—Handling fee for dishonored checks. (1)
The department of licensing is authorized to accept checks
and money orders for payment of drivers’ licenses, certifi-
cates of ownership and registration, motor vehicle excise
taxes, gross weight fees, and other fees and taxes collected
by the department, in accordance with regulations adopted by
the director. The director’s regulations shall duly provide
for the public’s convenience consistent with sound business
practice and shall encourage the annual renewal of vehicle
registrations by mail to the department, authorizing checks
and money orders for payment. Such regulations shall
contain provisions for cancellation of any registrations,
licenses, or permits paid for by checks or money orders
which are not duly paid and for the necessary accounting
procedures in such cases: PROVIDED, That any bona fide
purchaser for value of a vehicle shall not be liable or
responsible for any prior uncollected taxes and fees paid,
pursuant to this section, by a check which has subsequently
been dishonored: AND PROVIDED FURTHER, That no
transfer of ownership of a vehicle may be denied to a bona
fide purchaser for value of a vehicle if there are outstanding
uncollected fees or taxes for which a predecessor paid,
pursuant to this section, by check which has subsequently
been dishonored nor shall the new owner be required to pay
any fee for replacement vehicle license number plates that
may be required pursuant to RCW 46.16.270 as now or
hereafter amended.

(2) It is a traffic infraction to fail to surrender within ten
days to the department or any authorized agent of the depart-
ment any certificate, license, or permit after being notified
that such certificate, license, or permit has been canceled
pursuant to this section. Notice of cancellation may be
accomplished by sending a notice by first class mail using
the last known address in department records for the holder
of the certificate, license, or permit, and recording the
transmittal on an affidavit of first class mail.

(3) Whenever registrations, licenses, or permits have
been paid for by checks that have been dishonored by
nonacceptance or nonpayment, a reasonable handling fee
may be assessed for each such instrument. Notwithstanding
provisions of any other laws, county auditors, agents, and
subagents, appointed or approved by the director pursuant to
RCW 46.01.140, may collect restitution, and where they
have collected restitution may retain the reasonable handling
fee. The amount of the reasonable handling fee may be set
by rule by the director.

(4) In those counties where the county auditor has been
appointed an agent of the director under RCW 46.01.140, the
auditor shall continue to process mail-in registration renewals
until directed otherwise by legislative authority. [1994 c 262
§1;1992 c 216 § 2; 1987 ¢ 302 § 2; 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 39;
1979 c 158 § 124; 1975 ¢ 52 § 1; 1965 ex.s. c 170 § 44.]
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Severability—1987 ¢ 302: See note following RCW 46.01.140.

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 136: See notes following
RCW 46.63.010.

46.01.250 Certified copies of records—Fee. The
director shall have the power and it shall be his duty upon
request and payment of the fee as provided herein to furnish
under seal of the director certified copies of any records of
the department, except those for confidential use only. The
director shall charge and collect therefor the actual cost to
the department. Any funds accruing to the director of li-
censing under this section shall be certified and sent to the
state treasurer and by him deposited to the credit of the
highway safety fund. [1979 c 158 § 125; 1967 c 32 § 3;
1961 c 12 § 46.08.110. Prior: 1937 c 188 § 80; RRS §
6312-80. Formerly RCW 46.08.110.]

46.01.260 Destruction of records by director. (1)
Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, the
director, in his or her discretion, may destroy applications for
vehicle licenses, copies of vehicle licenses issued, applica-
tions for drivers’ licenses, copies of issued drivers’ licenses,
certificates of title and registration or other documents,
records or supporting papers on file in his or her office
which have been microfilmed or photographed or are more
than five years old. If the applications for vehicle licenses
are renewal applications, the director may destroy such
applications when the computer record thereof has been
updated.

(2)(a) The director shall not, within ten years from the
date of conviction, adjudication, or entry of deferred prose-
cution, destroy records of the following:

(i) Convictions or adjudications of the following
offenses: RCW 46.61.502, 46.61.504, 46.61.520(1)(a), or
46.61.522(1)(b);

(ii) If the offense was originally charged as one of the
offenses designated in (a)(i) of this subsection, convictions
or adjudications of the following offenses: RCW 46.61.500
or 46.61.525, or any other violation that was originally
charged as one of the offenses designated in (a)(i) of this
subsection; or

(iii) Deferred prosecutions granted under RCW
10.05.120.

(b) For purposes of RCW 46.52.100 and 46.52.130,
offenses subject to this subsection shall be considered
"alcohol-related"” offenses. [1994 c 275 § 14; 1984 c 241 §
1; 1971 ex.s. c 22 § 1; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 170 § 45; 1961 c 12 §
46.08.120. Prior: 1955c¢ 76 § 1; 1951 c 241 § 1; 1937 ¢
188 § 77; RRS § 6312-77. Formerly RCW 46.08.120.]

Short title—Effective date—1994 c 275: See notes following RCW
46.04.015.

46.01.270 Destruction of records by county auditor.
The county auditor may destroy applications for vehicle
licenses and any copies of vehicle licenses issued after such
records have been on file in the auditor’s office for a period
of eighteen months, unless otherwise directed by the director.
[1991 c 339 § 18; 1967 c 32 § 4; 1961 c 12 § 46.08.130.
Prior: 1937 c 188 § 78; RRS § 6312-78. Formerly RCW
46.08.130.]
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46.01.290 Director to make annual reports to
governor. The director shall report annually to the governor
on the activities of the department. [1977 ¢ 75 § 66; 1967
c 32 §5; 1965 c 28 § 1; 1961 ex.s. c 21 § 29. Formerly
RCW 46.08.200.]

46.01.310 Immunity of licensing agents. No civil
suit or action may ever be commenced or prosecuted against
any county auditor, or against any other government officer
or entity, or against any other person, by reason of any act
done or omitted to be done in connection with the titling,
licensing, or registration of vehicles or vessels while admin-
istering duties and responsibilities as an agent of the director
of licensing, or as an agent of an agent of the director of
licensing, pursuant to RCW 46.01.140. However, this
section does not bar the state of Washington or the director
of licensing from bringing any action, whether civil or
criminal, against any such agent, nor shall it bar a county
auditor or other agent of the director from bringing an action
against his or her agent. [1987 c 302 § 3.]

Retroactive application: "RCW 46.01.310 shall apply retroactively

to all claims for which actions have not been filed before May 8, 1987."
[1987 ¢ 302 § 4.]

Severability—1987 c 302: See note following RCW 46.01.140.

46.01.320 Title and registration advisory committee.
The title and registration advisory committee is created
within the department. The committee consists of the
director or a designee, who shall serve as chair, the assistant
director for vehicle services, the administrator of title and
registration services, two members from each of the house
and senate transportation committees, two county auditors
nominated by the Washington association of county officials,
and two representatives of subagents nominated by an as-
sociation of vehicle subagents. The committee shall meet at
least twice a year, and may meet as often as is necessary.

The committee’s purpose is to foster communication
between the legislature, the department, county auditors, and
subagents. The committee shall make recommendations
when requested by the legislative transportation committee,
or on its own initiative, about revisions to fee structures,
implications of fee revisions on cost sharing, and the
development of standard contracts provided for in RCW
46.01.140(3). The committee shall make recommendations
about fee revisions to the legislative transportation committee
by January 1, 1996. [1992 c 216 § 3.]

46.01.330 Facilities siting coordination. The state
patrol and the department of licensing shall coordinate their
activities when siting facilities. This coordination shall result
in the collocation of driver and vehicle licensing and vehicle
inspection service facilities whenever possible.

The department and state patrol shall explore alternative
state services, such as vehicle emission testing, that would be
feasible to collocate in these joint facilities. The department
and state patrol shall reach agreement with the department of
transportation for the purposes of offering department of
transportation permits at these one-stop transportation
centers. All services provided at these transportation service
facilities shall be provided at cost to the participating
agencies.
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In those instances where the community need or the
agencies’ needs do not warrant collocation this section shall
not apply. [1993 sp.s. ¢ 23 § 46.]

Effective dates—1993 sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
43.89.010.

Chapter 46.04

DEFINITIONS
Sections
46.04.010 Scope and construction of terms.
46.04.015 Alcohol concentration.
46.04.020 Alley.
46.04.030 Arterial highway.
46.04.040 Authorized emergency vehicle.
46.04.050 Auto stage.
46.04.060 Axle.
46.04.071 Bicycle.
46.04.080 Business district.
46.04.085 Camper.
46.04.090 Cancel.
46.04.100 Center line.
46.04.110 Center of intersection.
46.04.120 City street.
46.04.127 Collegiate license plates.
46.04.130 Combinasion of vehicles.
46.04.140 Commercial vehicle.
46.04.150 County road.
46.04.160 Crosswalk.
46.04.165 Driveaway-towaway operation.
46.04.170 Explosives.
46.04.180 Farm tractor.
46.04.181 Farm vehicle.
46.04.182  Farmer.
46.04.183  Farming.
46.04.190 For hire vehicle.
46.04.194 Garbage truck.
46.04.200 Hours of darkness.
46.04.210 Flammable liquid.
46.04.220 Intersection area.
46.04.240 Intersection control area.
46.04260 Laned highway.
46.04270 Legal owner.
46.04.280 Local authorities.
46.04.290 Marked crosswalk.
46.04300 Metal tire.
46.04302 Mobile home, manufactured home.
46.04.303 Modular home.
46.04.304 Moped.
46.04.305 Motor homes.
46.04.310 Motor truck.
46.04.320 Motor vehicle.
46.04330 Motorcycle.
46.04.332 Motor-driven cycle.
46.04.340 Muffler.
46.04.350 Multiple lane highway.
46.04.355 Municipal transit vehicle.
46.04.360 Nonresident.
46.04.370 Operator or driver.
46.04.380 Owner.
46.04.381 Park or parking.
46.04.382  Passenger car.
46.04.391 Police officer.
46.04.400 Pedestrian.
46.04.405 Person.
46.04.408 Photograph, picture, negative.
46.04.410 Pneumatic tires.
46.04.414  Pole trailer.
46.04.416 Private carrier bus.
46.04.420 Private road or driveway.
46.04.431 Highway.
46.04.435 Public scale.
46.04.440 Railroad.
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46.04.450 Railroad sign or signal.

46.04.460 Registered owner.

46.04.465 Rental car.

46.04.466 Rental car business.

46.04.470 Residence district.

46.04.480 Revoke.

46.04.490 Road tractor.

46.04.500 Roadway.

46.04.510 Safety zone.

46.04.521  School bus.

46.04.530 Semitrailer.

46.04.540 Sidewalk.

46.04.550  Solid tire.

46.04.552  Special mobile equipment.

46.04.555  Stand or standing.

46.04.560  State highway.

46.04.565 Stop.

46.04.566 Stop or stopping.

46.04.570  Street car.

46.04.580  Suspend.

46.04.582 Tandem axle.

46.04.585 Temporarily sojourning.

46.04.590 Traffic.

46.04.600 Traffic control signal.

46.04.611  Traffic-control devices.

46.04.620 Trailer.

46.04.622  Park trailer.

46.04.623  Travel trailer.

46.04.630 Train.

46.04.640 Trolley vehicle.

46.04.650 Tractor.

46.04.653 Truck.

46.04.655 Truck tractor.

46.04.660 Used vehicle.

46.04.670 Vehicle.

46.04.672  Vehicle or pedestrian right of way.

46.04.690 Department.

46.04.695 Director.

46.04.700 Driver education.

46.04.710 Wheelchair conveyance.

Abandoned, unauthorized, and junk vehicles, definitions relating to: RCW
46.55.010.

Certificates of ownership and registration, definitions relating to: RCW
46.12.005.

Commercial drivers’ licenses, definitions relating to: RCW 46.25.010.
"Conviction” defined: RCW 46.20.270.
Driver training schools, definitions relating to: RCW 46.82.280.

"Finding that a traffic infraction has been committed” defined: RCW
46.20.270.

"Habitual offender” defined: RCW 46.65.020.
"Ignition interlock, biological, technical devices” defined: RCW 46.20.710.

"Judgment" defined for purposes of financial responsibility: RCW
46.29.270.

"Motor vehicle dealer” defined: RCW 46.70.011.

"Motor vehicle liability policy” defined: RCW 46.29.490.

Off-road vehicles, definitions relating to: RCW 46.09.020.

"Proof of financial responsibility for the future” defined: RCW 46.29.260.
"Resident"” defined: RCW 46.16.028, 46.20.021.

Snowmobiles, definitions relating to: RCW 46.10.010.

"State” defined for purposes of financial responsibility: RCW 46.29.270.

"Traffic infraction, finding that has been committed"” defined: RCW
46.20.270.

46.04.010 Scope and construction of terms. Terms
used in this title shall have the meaning given to them in this
chapter except where otherwise defined, and unless where
used the context thereof shall clearly indicate to the contrary.

Words and phrases used herein in the past, present or
future tense shall include the past, present and future tenses;
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words and phrases used herein in the masculine, feminine or
neuter gender shall include the masculine, feminine and
neuter genders; and words and phrases used herein in the
singular or plural shall include the singular and plural; unless
the context thereof shall indicate to the contrary. [1961 c 12
§ 46.04.010. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 2; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 §
‘1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1,
part; 1923 c 181 § 1, part; 1921 ¢ 96 § 2, part; 1919 ¢ 59 §
1, part; 1917 ¢ 155 § 1, part; 1915 c 142 § 2, part; RRS §
6313, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part;
1929 ¢ 180 § 1, part; 1927 c 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2,
part.]

46.04.015 Alcohol concentration. "Alcohol concen-
tration” means (1) grams of alcohol per two hundred ten
liters of a person’s breath, or (2) the percent by weight. of
alcohol in a person’s blood. [1994 ¢ 275 § 1.]

Short title—1994 ¢ 275: "This act shall be known as the "1994
Omnibus Drunk Driving Act."" [1994 c 275 § 43.]

Effective date—1994 ¢ 275: "This act shall take effect July 1, 1994."
[1994 c 275 § 46.]

46.04.020 Alley. "Alley" means a public highway not
designed for general travel and used primarily as a means of
access to the rear of residences and business establishments.
[1961 c 12 § 46.04.020. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 3; prior: 1937
c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.030 Arterial highway. "Arterial highway"
means every public highway, or portion thereof, designated
as such by proper authority. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.030. Prior:
1959 c 49 § 4; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1,
part.]

46.04.040 Authorized emergency vehicle. "Autho-
rized emergency vehicle” means any vehicle of any fire
department, police department, sheriff’s office, coroner,
prosecuting attorney, Washington state patrol, ambulance
service, public or private, which need not be classified,
registered or authorized by the state patrol, or any other
vehicle authorized in writing by the state patrol. [1987 c
330 § 701; 1961 c 12 § 46.04.040. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 5;
1953 ¢ 40 § 1; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188
§ 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 c 189

" § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.)

Construction—Application of rules—Severability—1987 c 330:
See notes following RCW 28B.12.050.

46.04.050 Auto stage. "Auto stage" means any motor
vehicle used for the purpose of carrying passengers together
with incidental baggage and freight or either, on a regular
schedule of time and rates: PROVIDED, That no motor
vehicle shall be considered to be an auto stage where
substantially the entire route traveled by such vehicle is
within the corporate limits of any city or town or the
corporate limits of any adjoining cities or towns. [1961 ¢ 12
§ 46.04.050. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 6; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 §
1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1,
part; 1923 c 181 § 1, part; 1921 ¢ 96 § 2, part; 1919 ¢ 59 §
1, part; 1917 c 155 § 1, part; 1915 c 142 § 1, part; RRS §
6313, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]
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46.04.060 Axle. "Axle" means structure or structures
in the same or approximately the same transverse plane with
a vehicle supported by wheels and on which or with which
such wheels revolve. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.060. Prior: 1959
c 49 § 7; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1,
part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part; 1923 c 181 § 1, part;
RRS § 6313, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1,
part; 1929 c 180 § 1, part; 1927 ¢ 309 § 2, part; RRS §
6362-2, part.]

46.04.071 Bicycle. "Bicycle" means every device
propelled solely by human power upon which a person or
persons may ride, having two tandem wheels either of which
is sixteen inches or more in diameter, or three wheels, any
one of which is more than twenty inches in diameter. [1982
c 55§ 4; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 86.]

46.04.080 Business district. "Business district’ means
the territory contiguous to and including a highway when
within any six hundred feet along such highway there are
buildings in use for business or industrial purposes, including
but not limited to hotels, banks, or office buildings, railroad
stations, and public buildings which occupy at least three
hundred feet of frontage on one side or three hundred feet
collectively on both sides of the highway. [1975 c 62 § 2;
1961 c 12 § 46.04.080. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 9; prior: 1937
c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part; 1929 c 180 § 1, part;
1927 c 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.]

Severability—1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010.

46.04.085 Camper. "Camper" means a structure
designed to be mounted upon a motor vehicle which pro-
vides facilities for human habitation or for temporary
outdoor or recreational lodging and which is five feet or
more in overall length and five feet or more in height from
its floor to its ceiling when fully extended, but shall not
include motor homes as defined in RCW 46.04.305. [1971
ex.s. c 231 § 2]

Effective date—1971 ex.s. ¢ 231: See note following RCW
46.01.130.

46.04.090 Cancel. "Cancel," in all its forms, means
invalidation indefinitely. [1979 c 61 § 1; 1961 c 12 §
46.04.090. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 10; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 §
1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1,
part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.100 Center line. "Center line" means the line,
marked or unmarked, parallel to and equidistant from the
sides of a two-way traffic roadway of a highway except
where otherwise indicated by painted lines or markers.
[1975 ¢ 62 § 3; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.100. Prior: 1959 c 49 §
11; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

Severability—1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010.

46.04.110 Center of intersection. "Center of intersec-
tion" means the point of intersection of the center lines of
the roadway of intersecting public highways. [1961 c 12 §
46.04.110. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 12; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1,
part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]
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46.04.120 City street. "City street" means every
public highway, or part thereof located within the limits of
cities and towns, except alleys. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.120.
Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 13; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937
c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937
c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.127 Collegiate license plates. "Collegiate li-
cense plates” means license plates that display a depiction of
the name and mascot or symbol of a state university,
regional university, or state college as defined in RCW
28B.10.016. [1994 c 194 § 1.]

46.04.130 Combination of vehicles. "Combination of
vehicles" means every combination of motor vehicle and
motor vehicle, motor vehicle and trailer or motor vehicle and
semitrailer. [1963 c 154 § 26; 1961 c 12 § 46.04.130.
Prior: 1959 c 49 § 14; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937
c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937
c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

Effective date—1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

46.04.140 Commercial vehicle. "Commercial
vehicle” means any vehicle the principal use of which is the
transportation of commodities, merchandise, produce, freight,
animals, or passengers for hire. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.140.
Prior: 1959 c 49 § 15; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1937
c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937
c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.150 County road. "County road" means every
public highway or part thereof, outside the limits of cities
and towns and which has not been designated as a state
highway. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.150. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 16;
prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem.
Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS
§ 6360-1, part.]

46.04.160 Crosswalk. "Crosswalk" means the portion
of the roadway between the intersection area and a prolonga-
tion or connection of the farthest sidewalk line or in the
event there are no sidewalks then between the intersection
area and a line ten feet therefrom, except as modified by a
marked crosswalk. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.160. Prior: 1959 c
49 § 17; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.165 Driveaway-towaway operation.
"Driveaway-towaway operation" means any operation in
which any motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer, singly or in
combination, new or used, constitutes the commodity being
transported when one set or more wheels of any such vehicle
are on the roadway during the course of transportation,
whether or not any such vehicle furnishes the motive power.
(1963 c 154 § 27.]

Effective date—1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

46.04.170 Explosives. "Explosives" means any
chemical compound or mechanical mixture that is commonly
used or intended for the purpose of producing an explosion,
and which contains any oxidizing or combustible units or
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other ingredients in such proportions, quantities or packing
that an ignition by fire, by friction, by concussion, by
percussion or by detonation of any part of the compound
mixture may cause such a sudden generation of highly heat-
ed gases that the resultant gaseous pressures are capable of
producing destructible effects on contiguous objects or of
destroying life or limb. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.170. Prior:
1959 c 49 § 18; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1,
part. Cf. 1951 ¢ 102 § 3.]

46.04.180 Farm tractor. "Farm tractor" means every
motor vehicle designed and used primarily as a farm
implement for drawing plows, mowing machines, and other
implements of husbandry. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.180. Prior:
1959 ¢ 49 § 19; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188
§ 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 c 189
§ 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.181 Farm vehicle. "Farm vehicle" means any
vehicle other than a farm tractor or farm implement which
is designed and/or used primarily in agricultural pursuits on
farms for the purpose of transporting machinery, equipment,
implements, farm products, supplies and/or farm labor
thereon and is only incidentally operated on or moved along
public highways for the purpose of going from one farm to
another. [1967 c 202 § 1.]

46.04.182 Farmer. "Farmer" means any person, firm,
partnership or corporation engaged in farming. If a person,
firm, partnership or corporation is engaged in activities in
addition to that of farming, the definition shall only apply to
that portion of the activity that is defined as farming in
RCW 46.04.183. [1969 ex.s. c 281 § 58.]

46.04.183 Farming. "Farming" means the cultivation
and tillage of the soil, dairying, the production, cultivation,
growing, and harvesting of any agricultural or horticultural
commodities (except forestry or forestry operations), the
raising of livestock, bees, fur-bearing animals, or poultry,
and any practices performed on a farm as an incident to or
in conjunction with such farming operations. [1969 ex.s. ¢
281 § 59.]

46.04.190 For hire vehicle. "For hire vehicle" means
any motor vehicle used for the transportation of persons for
compensation, except auto stages and ride-sharing vehicles.
[1979 c 111 § 13; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.190. Prior: 1959 c 49
§ 20; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part;
Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part; 1923 ¢ 181 § 1, part; 1921
c 96 § 2, part; 1919 ¢ 59 § 1, part; 1917 ¢ 155 § 1, part;
1915 ¢ 142 § 2, part; RRS § 6313, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 §
1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

Severability—1979 ¢ 111: See note following RCW 46.74.010.
Ride-sharing vehicles defined: RCW 46.74.010.

46.04.194 Garbage truck. "Garbage truck" means a
truck specially designed and used exclusively for garbage or
refuse operations. [1983 c 68 § 1.]
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46.04.200 Hours of darkness. "Hours of darkness"
means the hours from one-half hour after sunset to one-half
hour before sunrise, and any other time when persons or
objects may not be clearly discernible at a distance of five
hundred feet. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.200. Prior: 1959 c 49 §
21; prior: 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.210 Flammable liquid. "Flammable liquid"
means any liquid which has a flash point of 70° Fahrenheit,
or less, as determined by a Tagliabue or equivalent closed
cup test device. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.210. Prior: 1959 c 49
§ 22; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part. Cf.
1951 ¢ 102 § 3.]

46.04.220 Intersection area. (1) "Intersection area"
means the area embraced within the prolongation or connec-
tion of the lateral curb lines, or, if none then the lateral
boundary lines of the roadways of two or more highways
which join one another at, or approximately at, right angles,
or the area within which vehicles traveling upon different
highways joining at any other angle may come in conflict.

(2) Where a highway includes two roadways thirty feet
or more apart, then every crossing of each roadway of such
divided highway by an intersecting highway shall be
regarded as a separate intersection. In the event such
intersecting highway also includes two roadways thirty feet
or more apart, then every crossing of two roadways of such
highways shall be regarded as a separate intersection.

(3) The junction of an alley with a street or highway
shall not constitute an intersection. [1975 ¢ 62 § 4; 1961 ¢
12 § 46.04.220. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 23; prior: 1937 c 189
§ 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part; 1929 c 180 § 1, part; 1927 ¢
309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.]

Severability—1975 ¢ 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010.

46.04.240 Intersection control area. "Intersection
control area" means intersection area, together with such
modification of the adjacent roadway area as results from the
arc of curb corners and together with any marked or un-
marked crosswalks adjacent to the intersection. [1961 c 12
§ 46.04.240. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 25; prior: 1937c 189 § 1,
part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.260 Laned highway. "Laned highway" means
a highway the roadway of which is divided into clearly
marked lanes for vehicular traffic. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.260.
Prior: 1959 c 49 § 27; prior: 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS §
6360-1, part.]

46.04.270 Legal owner. "Legal owner" means a
person having a security interest in a vehicle perfected in
accordance with chapter 46.12 RCW or the registered owner
of a vehicle unencumbered by a security interest or the
lessor of a vehicle unencumbered by a security interest.
[1975 ¢ 25§ 1; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.270. Prior: 1959 c 49 §
28; prior: 1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem.
Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part.]

46.04.280 Local authorities. "Local authorities" in-
cludes every county, municipal, or other local public board
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or body having authority to adopt local police regulations
under the Constitution and laws of this state. [1961 ¢ 12 §
46.04.280. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 29; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 §
1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1,
part; 1923 ¢ 181 § 1, part; 1921 ¢ 96 § 2, part; 1919 ¢ 59 §
1, part; 1917 ¢ 155 § 1, part; 1915 ¢ 142 § 2, part; RRS §
6313, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part;
1929 c 180 § 1, part; 1927 c 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2,
part.]

46.04.290 Marked crosswalk. "Marked crosswalk"
means any portion of a roadway distinctly indicated for
pedestrian crossing by lines or other markings on the surface
thereof. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.290. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 30;
prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.300 Metal tire. "Metal tire" includes every tire,
the bearing surface of which in contact with the highway is
wholly or partly of metal or other hard, nonresilient material.
[1961 c 12 § 46.04.300. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 31; prior: (i)
1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943
§ 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1,
part; 1929 c 180 § 1, part; 1927 ¢ 309 § 2, part; RRS §
6362-2, part.]

46.04.302 Mobile home, manufactured home.
"Mobile home" or "manufactured home" means a structure,
designed and constructed to be transportable in one or more
sections, and is built on a permanent chassis, and designed
to be used as a dwelling with or without a permanent foun-
dation ‘when connected to the required utilities that include
plumbing, heating, and electrical systems contained therein.
The structure must comply with the national mobile home
construction and safety standards act of 1974 as adopted by
chapter 43.22 RCW if applicable. Manufactured home does
not include a modular home. A structure which met the
definition of a "manufactured home" at the time of manufac-
ture is still considered to meet this definition notwithstanding
that it is no longer transportable. [1993 c 154 § 1. Prior:
1989 c 343 § 24; 1989 ¢ 337 § 1; 1977 ex.s.c 22 § 1; 1971
ex.s. c 231 § 4.]

Severability—Effective date—1989 ¢ 343: See RCW 65.20.940 and
65.20.950.

Severability—1977 ex.s. ¢ 22: "If any section or provision of this
1977 amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstances is
held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the section or
provision to other persons or circumstances is not affected.”" [1977 exs. c
22 §10]

Effective date—1971 ex.s. ¢ 231: See note following RCW
46.01.130.

46.04.303 Modular home. "Modular home" means a
factory-assembled structure designed primarily for use as a
dwelling when connected to the required utilities that include
plumbing, heating, and electrical systems contained therein,
does not contain its own running gear, and must be mounted
on a permanent foundation. A modular home does not
include a mobile home or manufactured home. [1990 ¢ 250
§ 17; 1971 ex.s. c 231 § 5.]

Severability—1990 c 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

Effective date—1971 ex.s. ¢ 231: See note following RCW
46.01.130.
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46.04.304 Moped. "Moped" means a motorized
device designed to travel with not more than three sixteen-
inch or larger diameter wheels in contact with the ground,
having fully operative pedals for propulsion by human
power, and an electric or a liquid fuel motor with a cylinder
displacement not exceeding fifty cubic centimeters which
produces no more than two gross brake horsepower (devel-
oped by a prime mover, as measured by a brake applied to
the driving shaft) that is capable of propelling the device at
not more than thirty miles per hour on level ground.

The Washington state patrol may approve of and define
as a "moped" a vehicle which fails to meet these specific
criteria, but which is essentially similar in performance and
application to motorized devices which do meet these
specific criteria. [1990 c 250 § 18; 1987 ¢ 330 § 702; 1979
ex.s.c 213§ 1]

Severability—1990 c 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

Construction—Application of rules—Severability—1987 ¢ 330:
See notes following RCW 28B.12.050.

46.04.305 Motor homes. "Motor homes" means
motor vehicles originally designed, reconstructed, or perma-
nently altered to provide facilities for human habitation,
which include lodging and cooking or sewage disposal, and
is enclosed within a solid body shell with the vehicle, but
excludes a camper or like unit constructed separately and af-
fixed to a motor vehicle. [1990 c 250 § 19; 1971 exs. ¢
231 § 3]

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

Effective date—1971 ex.s. ¢ 231: See note following RCW
46.01.130.

46.04.310 Motor truck. "Motor truck" means any
motor vehicle designed or used for the transportation of
commodities, merchandise, produce, freight, or animals.
[1961 c 12 § 46.04.310. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 32; prior: (i)
1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943
§ 6312-1, part; 1923 c 181 § 1, part; 1921 c 96 § 2, part;
1919 ¢ 59 § 1, part; 1917 c 155 § 1, part; 1915 c 142 § 2,
part; RRS § 6313, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS §
6360-1, part; 1929 ¢ 180 § 1, part; 1927 ¢ 309 § 2, part;
RRS § 6362-2, part.] '

46.04.320 Motor vehicle. "Motor vehicle" shall mean
every vehicle which is self-propelled and every vehicle
which is propelled by electric power obtained from overhead
trolley wires, but not operated upon rails. [1961 ¢ 12 §
46.04.320. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 33; 1955 c 384 § 10; prior:
(i) 1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp.
1943 § 6312-1, part; 1923 c 181 § 1, part; 1921 c 96 § 2,
part; 1919 ¢ 59 § 1, part; 1917 c 155 § 1, part; 1915 c 142
§ 2, part; RRS § 6313, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS
§ 6360-1, part; 1929 c 180 § 1, part; 1927 c 309 § 2, part;
RRS § 6362-2, part.]

46.04.330 Motorcycle. "Motorcycle” means a motor
vehicle designed to travel on not more than three wheels in
contact with the ground, on which the driver rides astride the
motor unit or power train and is designed to be steered with
a handle bar, but excluding a farm tractor and a moped.
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The Washington state patrol may approve of and define
as a "motorcycle” a motor vehicle that fails to meet these
specific criteria, but that is essentially similar in performance
and application to motor vehicles that do meet these specific
criteria. [1990 ¢ 250 § 20; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 213 § 2; 1961 c 12
§ 46.04.330. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 34; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153
§ 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1,
part; 1923 c 181 § 1, part; 1921 ¢ 96 § 2, part; 1919 ¢ 59 §
1, part; 1917 c 155 § 1, part; 1915 c 142 § 2, part; RRS §
6313, part. (ii) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part;
1929 c 180 § 1, part; 1927 c 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2,
part.]

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

46.04.332 Motor-driven cycle. "Motor-driven cycle"
means every motorcycle, including every motor scooter, with
a motor which produces not to exceed five brake horsepower
(developed by a prime mover, as measured by a brake
applied to the driving shaft). A motor-driven cycle does not
include a moped. [1979 ex.s. c 213 § 3; 1963 c 154 § 28.]

Effective date—1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

46.04.340 Muffler. "Muffler" means a device
consisting of a series of chambers, or other mechanical
designs for the purpose of receiving exhaust gas from an
internal combustion engine and effective in reducing noise
resulting therefrom. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.340. Prior: 1959
c 49 § 35; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.350 Multiple lane highway. "Multiple lane
highway" means any highway the roadway of which is of
sufficient width to reasonably accommodate two or more
separate lanes of vehicular traffic in the same direction, each
lane of which shall be not less than the maximum legal vehi-
cle width and whether or not such lanes are marked. [1975
c 62§ 5; 1961 c 12 § 46.04.350. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 36;
prior: 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

Severability—1975 ¢ 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010.

46.04.355 Municipal transit vehicle. Municipal
transit vehicle includes every motor vehicle, street car, train,
trolley vehicle, and any other device, which (1) is capable of
being moved within, upon, above, or below a public high-
way, (2) is owned or operated by a city, county, county
transportation authority, public transportation benefit area, or
metropolitan municipal corporation within the state, and (3)
is used for the purpose of carrying passengers together with
incidental baggage and freight on a regular schedule. [1984
c167 § 2, 1974 ex.s. c 76 § 4.]

Unlawful bus conduct: RCW 9.91.025.

46.04.360 Nonresident. "Nonresident” means any
person whose residence is outside this state and who is
temporarily sojourning within this state. [1961 c 12 §
46.04.360. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 37; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 §
1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1,
part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.370 Operator or driver. "Operator or driver"
means every person who drives or is in actual physical
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control of a vehicle. [1975 ¢ 62 § 6; 1967 c 32 § 1; 1961
c 12 § 46.04.370. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 38; prior: (i) 1943 c
153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 §
6312-1, part; 1923 ¢ 181 § 1, part; 1921 c 96 § 2, part; RRS
§ 6313, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]
Severability—1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. ~

46.04.380 Owner. "Owner" means a person who has
a lawful right of possession of a vehicle by reason of
obtaining it by purchase, exchange, gift, lease, inheritance or
legal action whether or not the vehicle is subject to a
security interest and means registered owner where the
reference to owner may be construed as either to registered
or legal owner. [1975 ¢ 25§ 2; 1961 c 12 § 46.04.380.
Prior: 1959 c 49 § 39; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS §
6360-1, part; 1929 c 180 § 1, part; 1927 ¢ 309 § 2, part;
RRS § 6362-2, part.]

46.04.381 Park or parking. "Park or parking" means
the standing of a vehicle, 