
 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 1 

SIXTY SIXTH DAY, MARCH 20, 2019 2019 REGULAR SESSION 

SIXTY SIXTH DAY 

 

MORNING SESSION 

Senate Chamber, Olympia 

Wednesday, March 20, 2019 

 

The Senate was called to order at 10:04 a.m. by the President 

Pro Tempore, Senator Keiser presiding. No roll call was taken. 

The President Pro Tempore called upon the Secretary to read 

the journal of the preceding day. 

 

MOTION 

 

On motion of Senator Liias, the reading of the Journal of the 

previous day was dispensed with and it was approved. 

 

MOTION 

 

There being no objection, the Senate advanced to the first order 

of business. 

 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 

 

March 19, 2019 

SHB 1083  Prime Sponsor, Committee on Local Government: 

Providing greater certainty in association with selling city-owned 

property used for off-street parking.  Reported by Committee on 

Local Government 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass as amended.  

Signed by Senators Honeyford; Short, Ranking Member; 

Salomon, Vice Chair Takko, Chair. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

March 19, 2019 

SHB 1155  Prime Sponsor, Committee on Appropriations: 

Concerning meal and rest breaks and mandatory overtime for 

certain health care employees.  Reported by Committee on Labor 

& Commerce 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass as amended.  

Signed by Senators Keiser, Chair; Conway, Vice Chair; 

Saldaña and Wellman. 

 

MINORITY recommendation:  Do not pass.  Signed by 

Senators King, Ranking Member and Walsh. 

 

Referred to Committee on Ways & Means. 

 

March 19, 2019 

HB 1279  Prime Sponsor, Representative Hudgins: Eliminating 

the joint legislative oversight committee on trade policy.  

Reported by Committee on Financial Institutions, Economic 

Development & Trade 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Mullet, Chair; Wilson, L., Ranking Member; Das 

and Hobbs. 

 

MINORITY recommendation:  Do not pass.  Signed by 

Senator Hasegawa, Vice Chair. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

March 18, 2019 

SHB 1284  Prime Sponsor, Committee on State Government & 

Tribal Relations: Creating the capacity for the state treasurer's 

office to provide separately managed investment portfolios to 

eligible governmental entities.  Reported by Committee on Ways 

& Means 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Rolfes, Chair; Van De Wege; Schoesler; Pedersen; 

Palumbo; Liias; Keiser; Hunt; Darneille; Conway; Carlyle; 

Billig; Becker; Bailey; Honeyford, Assistant Ranking 

Member, Capital; Brown, Assistant Ranking Member, 

Operating; Mullet, Capital Budget Cabinet; Frockt, Vice 

Chair, Operating, Capital Lead and Warnick. 

 

MINORITY recommendation:  That it be referred without 

recommendation.  Signed by Senator Hasegawa. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

March 19, 2019 

SHB 1302  Prime Sponsor, Committee on Commerce & 

Gaming: Creating a self-exclusion program for persons with a 

gambling problem or gambling disorder.  Reported by 

Committee on Labor & Commerce 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Wellman; Walsh; Saldaña; Conway, Vice Chair 

Keiser, Chair. 

 

MINORITY recommendation:  That it be referred without 

recommendation.  Signed by Senator King, Ranking 

Member. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

March 19, 2019 

HB 1366  Prime Sponsor, Representative Sullivan: Removing 

disincentives to the creation of community facilities districts.  

Reported by Committee on Local Government 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass as amended.  

Signed by Senators Honeyford; Short, Ranking Member; 

Salomon, Vice Chair Takko, Chair. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

March 18, 2019 

HB 1408  Prime Sponsor, Representative Volz: Clarifying the 

written consent requirement for survivorship benefit options.  

Reported by Committee on Ways & Means 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Rolfes, Chair; Warnick; Wagoner; Van De Wege; 

Schoesler; Pedersen; Palumbo; Liias; Keiser; Hunt; 

Darneille; Conway; Carlyle; Billig; Becker; Bailey; 

Honeyford, Assistant Ranking Member, Capital; Brown, 

Assistant Ranking Member, Operating; Mullet, Capital 
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Budget Cabinet; Frockt, Vice Chair, Operating, Capital Lead 

and Wilson, L.. 

 

MINORITY recommendation:  That it be referred without 

recommendation.  Signed by Senator Hasegawa. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

March 18, 2019 

HB 1413  Prime Sponsor, Representative Ormsby: Concerning 

the purchase of an optional life annuity benefit for certain public 

retirement system members.  Reported by Committee on Ways 

& Means 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Wilson, L.; Mullet, Capital Budget Cabinet; Brown, 

Assistant Ranking Member, Operating; Honeyford, Assistant 

Ranking Member, Capital; Bailey; Becker; Billig; Carlyle; 

Conway; Darneille; Hasegawa; Hunt; Keiser; Liias; Palumbo; 

Pedersen; Schoesler; Van De Wege; Wagoner; Warnick; 

Frockt, Vice Chair, Operating, Capital Lead Rolfes, Chair. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

March 19, 2019 

HB 1426  Prime Sponsor, Representative Ramos: Concerning 

cooperation between conservation districts.  Reported by 

Committee on Local Government 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Takko, Chair; Salomon, Vice Chair; Short, Ranking 

Member and Honeyford. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

March 19, 2019 

ESHB 1569  Prime Sponsor, Committee on Environment & 

Energy: Concerning marketing the degradability of products.  

Reported by Committee on Agriculture, Water, Natural 

Resources & Parks 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  That it be referred without 

recommendation.  Signed by Senators Van De Wege, Chair; 

Salomon, Vice Chair; Warnick, Ranking Member; 

Honeyford; McCoy; Rolfes and Short. 

 

Referred to Committee on Environment, Energy & 

Technology. 

 

March 19, 2019 

SHB 1724  Prime Sponsor, Committee on Local Government: 

Concerning the mitigation of public facilities in certain cities.  

Reported by Committee on Local Government 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass as amended.  

Signed by Senators Takko, Chair; Salomon, Vice Chair; 

Short, Ranking Member and Honeyford. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

March 19, 2019 

EHB 1801  Prime Sponsor, Representative Orcutt: Entering 

abandoned cemeteries for authorized purposes.  Reported by 

Committee on Local Government 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Honeyford; Short, Ranking Member; Salomon, Vice 

Chair Takko, Chair. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

March 18, 2019 

EHB 1912  Prime Sponsor, Representative Blake: Concerning 

pension benefits and contributions in the volunteer firefighters' 

and reserve officers' relief and pension system.  Reported by 

Committee on Ways & Means 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Rolfes, Chair; Wagoner; Van De Wege; Schoesler; 

Pedersen; Palumbo; Liias; Keiser; Hunt; Hasegawa; 

Darneille; Conway; Carlyle; Billig; Becker; Bailey; 

Honeyford, Assistant Ranking Member, Capital; Brown, 

Assistant Ranking Member, Operating; Mullet, Capital 

Budget Cabinet; Frockt, Vice Chair, Operating, Capital Lead; 

Warnick and Wilson, L.. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

March 19, 2019 

HB 1913  Prime Sponsor, Representative Doglio: Concerning 

the presumption of occupational disease for purposes of workers' 

compensation by adding medical conditions to the presumption, 

extending the presumption to certain publicly employed 

firefighters and investigators and law enforcement, addressing the 

qualifying medical examination, and creating an advisory 

committee.  Reported by Committee on Labor & Commerce 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Keiser, Chair; Conway, Vice Chair; King, Ranking 

Member; Saldaña; Walsh and Wellman. 

 

Referred to Committee on Ways & Means. 

 

March 19, 2019 

SHB 1930  Prime Sponsor, Committee on Labor & Workplace 

Standards: Concerning reasonable accommodation for the 

expression of breast milk in the workplace.  Reported by 

Committee on Labor & Commerce 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Wellman; Walsh; Saldaña; King, Ranking Member; 

Conway, Vice Chair Keiser, Chair. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

March 19, 2019 

SHB 1931  Prime Sponsor, Committee on Labor & Workplace 

Standards: Concerning workplace violence in health care settings.  

Reported by Committee on Labor & Commerce 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Keiser, Chair; Conway, Vice Chair; King, Ranking 

Member; Saldaña; Walsh and Wellman. 

 

Referred to Committee on Ways & Means. 

 

March 18, 2019 

HB 1980  Prime Sponsor, Representative Macri: Exempting 

federal tax lien documents from recording surcharges.  Reported 

by Committee on Ways & Means 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 
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Senators Mullet, Capital Budget Cabinet; Brown, Assistant 

Ranking Member, Operating; Honeyford, Assistant Ranking 

Member, Capital; Bailey; Becker; Billig; Carlyle; Conway; 

Darneille; Hunt; Keiser; Liias; Palumbo; Pedersen; 

Schoesler; Van De Wege; Wagoner; Warnick; Wilson, L.; 

Frockt, Vice Chair, Operating, Capital Lead Rolfes, Chair. 

 

MINORITY recommendation:  That it be referred without 

recommendation.  Signed by Senator Hasegawa. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

March 18, 2019 

HB 2051  Prime Sponsor, Representative Lovick: Concerning 

firefighters and law enforcement officers pension and disability 

boards.  Reported by Committee on Ways & Means 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass as amended.  

Signed by Senators Rolfes, Chair; Wagoner; Van De Wege; 

Schoesler; Pedersen; Palumbo; Liias; Keiser; Hunt; 

Hasegawa; Darneille; Conway; Carlyle; Billig; Becker; 

Bailey; Honeyford, Assistant Ranking Member, Capital; 

Brown, Assistant Ranking Member, Operating; Mullet, 

Capital Budget Cabinet; Frockt, Vice Chair, Operating, 

Capital Lead; Warnick and Wilson, L.. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

March 19, 2019 

HB 2072  Prime Sponsor, Representative Volz: Authorizing 

county treasurers to contract with other treasurers for services.  

Reported by Committee on Local Government 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Takko, Chair; Salomon, Vice Chair; Short, Ranking 

Member and Honeyford. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

March 19, 2019 

SGA 9158  JERAMIE MAXWELL, appointed on March 19, 

2018, for the term ending October 1, 2020, as Member of the 

Small Business Export Finance Assistance Center Board of 

Directors.  Reported by Committee on Financial Institutions, 

Economic Development & Trade 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  That said appointment be 

confirmed.  Signed by Senators Mullet, Chair; Hasegawa, 

Vice Chair; Wilson, L., Ranking Member; Das and Hobbs. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

March 19, 2019 

SGA 9279  LISA BROWN, appointed on February 11, 2019, for 

the term ending at the Governor’s pleasure, as Director of the 

Department of Commerce - Agency Head.  Reported by 

Committee on Financial Institutions, Economic Development & 

Trade 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  That said appointment be 

confirmed.  Signed by Senators Hobbs; Das; Hasegawa, 

Vice Chair Mullet, Chair. 

 

MINORITY recommendation:  That it be referred without 

recommendation.  Signed by Senator Wilson, L., Ranking 

Member. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

MOTION 

 

On motion of Senator Liias, all measures listed on the Standing 

Committee report were referred to the committees as designated. 
 

MOTION 

 

On motion of Senator Liias, the Senate advanced to the fifth 

order of business. 

 

INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING 

 

SB 5989 by Senators Palumbo, Zeiger and Keiser 

AN ACT Relating to providing a tax preference for rural and 

nonrural data centers; amending RCW 82.08.986; adding a 

new section to chapter 82.08 RCW; adding a new section to 

chapter 82.12 RCW; creating new sections; and providing 

expiration dates. 

 

Referred to Committee on Ways & Means. 

 
MOTION 

 
On motion of Senator Liias, the measure listed on the 

Introduction and First Reading report was referred to the 
committee as designated. 
 

PERSONAL PRIVILEGE 

 

Senator Warnick:  “Thank you Madam President. I rise to ask 

the body to think about the three families … I’m not sure I can do 

this so I’ve asked for back up. We lost a Kittitas County Deputy 

last evening to a shooting. The City of Kittitas has an officer that 

was wounded in that same shooting. And the suspect was 

wounded and killed in that same shooting last evening. I’d like us 

all to keep those three families in your thoughts and prayers today. 

The deputy who lost his life is the father … a husband, and his 

family is grieving very, very deeply for this loss. … So, I ask that 

we consider holding a moment of silence for this family.” 

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 

The senate rose and observed a moment of silence in memory 

of Kittitas County Sheriff’s Deputy Ryan Thompson, who was 

killed in the line of duty on Tuesday, March 19, 2019. 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Kittitas County Sherriff’s Deputy Ryan 

Thompson and City of Kittitas Police Officer Benito Kellen 

Chavez were shot during the evening of Tuesday, March 19, 

2019, responding to a reckless driving complaint. The officers 

attempted a traffic stop which became a vehicle pursuit that ended 

in Kittitas where Deputy Ryan Thompson, a 14 year veteran of 

the department, was shot and died later in the evening. Officer 

Chavez, serving in his first year as deputy, suffered a severe leg 

wound that shattered his femur. He was airlifted to Harborview 

Medical Center where he was hospitalized for several days. 
 

SIGNED BY THE PRESIDENT 

 

Pursuant to Article 2, Section 32 of the State Constitution 

and Senate Rule 1(5), the President announced the signing of and 

thereupon did sign in open session: 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 1906. 
 

MOTION 

 

At 10:08 a.m., on motion of Senator Liias, the Senate was 

declared to be at ease subject to the call of the President. 

 

Senator Liias announced a meeting of the Committee on Rules 

at the bar of the senate immediately upon going at ease. 

 

---- 
 

The Senate was called to order at 11:05 a.m. by President Pro 

Tempore Keiser. 
 

JOINT SESSION 

 
The Assistant Sergeant at Arms, Mr. Mike Burt, announced the 

presence of the House of Representatives at the Chamber door. 

 

The President Pro Tempore called upon the Assistant Sergeant 

at Arms of the Senate and the Sergeant At Arms of the House to 

escort the Honorable Tina Orwall, Deputy Speaker Pro Tempore 

to a seat on the rostrum, members of the House were invited to 

seats within the Chamber. 

 

Pursuant to Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 8404, the 

President Pro Tempore called the Joint Session to order.  The 

Secretary called the roll of the members of the Senate.  The 

Secretary called the roll of the members of the House of 

Representatives.  The President Pro Tempore declared that a 

quorum of the Legislature present. 

 

The President welcomed and introduced the following honored 

guest and elected officials who were present at the dais: Mrs. 

Trudi Inslee, First Lady of Washington; the Honorable Duane 

Davidson, State Treasurer; the Honorable Pat McCarthy, State 

Auditor; and justices of the Washington State Supreme Court: 

Chief Justice Mary Fairhurst; Justice Steven Gonzalez; Justice 

Sheryl Gordon McCloud; and Justice Mary Yu. 

 
The Washington State Patrol Honor Guard presented the 

Colors. The National Anthem was performed by Sergeant Jeffery 
Eifert. 

 

Father Louis Cunningham, Parochial Vicar, St. Michael’s 

Parish of Olympia offered the invocation. 

 
INVOCATION 

 

Father Louis Cunningham: “The biblical understanding of the 

word ‘memory’ is much richer than we understand in the common 

usage. In the biblical context, memory means to remember and 

recall but also to preserve and to invoke. Memory in the bible 

refers to encounters and covenants which took place in the past 

and which were made present and brought to life today. Thus, as 

Catholics, the memorial of the Eucharist re-presents, it makes 

presents, the sacrifice of the Cross and applies its saving effects.  

Christ’s action perpetuated until the end of the world, and its 

saving power applied to us and to our brokenness for our 

salvation. 

Memory is an important aspect of human nature. Through 

memory, we recall and learn from the joys and the hopes, the 

griefs and the anxieties of past ages, proposing a way to progress 

for the common good. We must recognize that the experience of 

those that went before us are just as valid, true and real as our own 

experiences today, since they, too, lived out the human nature that 

we all share. 

In this spirit of memorializing those women and men, our 

brothers and sisters of a common home, who have fought the good 

fight before us, let us take a moment to quiet our mortal flesh in 

silent attentiveness.”  [A moment of silence was observed.] 

“We invoke the name of the Eternal One, the Consoler, the 

Absolute, the Beginning and the End, the One to whom all flesh 

must come with its burden of mortality. 

That you here might attentively recall the memory of those who 

went before us to brighten the path of the future, so that you might 

even more assiduously respect the rights of each and establish 

human relationships with the harmony that promotes equity to 

persons and to the common good. 

So, may it be. Peace to you on this blessed day, and to all who 

seek the Lord in simplicity of heart. Amen.” 

 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

 

President Pro Tempore Keiser:  “Honored Statewide Elected 

Officials, Justices of the Court and Members of the Legislature, 

Ladies and Gentlemen: The purpose of this Joint Session is to 

conduct a memorial service in memory of members of the 

legislature who have passed from among us. This has been our 

longstanding custom. For more than a century, the Senate and 

House have met, as we meet today, to pay special and fitting 

tribute to the lives and service of these valued public servants. 

Despite the abundant work we have here before us, we pause 

upon this sad occasion and reflect upon the course that we have 

traveled and pay homage to the disappearing generations of men 

and women who aided in strengthening and multiplying the 

powers and opportunities, the pleasures and possibilities of the 

people who constitute this great state. 

On behalf of the Senate and the House of Representatives, I 

would like to extend a warm welcome to the family members, 

friends and colleagues who have joined us today and to offer our 

deep sympathies.” 
 
Washington State Patrolman, Sergeant Jeffery Eifert, 

performed “Amazing Grace.” 
 

The President Pro Tempore introduced Deputy Speaker Pro 

Tempore Tina Orwall. 

 

REMARKS BY THE DEPUTY SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

 

Deputy Speaker Pro Tempore Tina Orwall:  “We gather today 

to commemorate the lives of the distinguished former governors, 

members of the Washington State Senate and House of 

Representatives who have passed from among us. 

The people of our state are grateful for their public service. The 

Sixty-Sixth Legislature conveys its respects to these deceased 

governors and legislators. They once sat in these chambers, 

answered roll calls on critical bills, attended committee meetings, 

and through it sought always to make our state a better place to 

live. While their journey in this life is complete, their 

achievements, public record, and valued service are recorded in 

the journals of the Senate and House, and are forever a permanent 

part of our state’s history. 

We express our sympathies to the families, friends and 

colleagues of these public servants. We also share with them on 

this memorable occasion the fond and happy memories of these 

governors and legislators. They leave a legacy of dedicated 

service that remains always in our hearts, our memories and the 

history of our state.” 
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The Deputy Speaker Pro Tempore (Representative Orwall 

presiding) introduced Pastor Matthew Miles, Associate Pastor, 

Temple Baptist Church, Lacey, who offered the memorial prayer. 

 
MEMORIAL PRAYER 

 
Pastor Matthew Miles: “Let us pray. To Heavenly Father Lord 

thank you for the awesome opportunity to be able to recognize 

those who have gone before us. I pray Lord, that in this room 

today there are many that have known these people, Lord. Thank 

you for their testimony and their tenacious acts, Lord, 

faithfulness, perseverance, Lord, to liberty, truth, the American 

way. I pray Lord that as we remember the pioneer spirit of many 

of these that have gone before us we would not forget the paths 

that they have blazed. Lord I think through the Bible of memorials 

and it’s a reminder of where we have been but it is also a reminder 

of who’s gone before us. Lord, thank you for the testimonies of 

men and women that Lord have just blazed these trails. I pray 

Lord that, as we honor their legacy today, that those in this room, 

Lord, will be able to start to focus on their legacy. Be able to see 

those that are coming up behind them. And, Lord, that our great 

state, this great nation would continue to be one nation under God. 

In Jesus’ Name. Amen. 

 

The Deputy Speaker Pro Tempore and the President Pro 

Tempore, in turn, called the roll of the deceased former governors 

and members of the Senate and House of Representatives. After 

each name, a bell tolled and each of the deceased governors and 

former members, in turn, were memorialized by senators and 

representatives who placed a white rose on the bar an lit a candle 

for each deceased member. Memorialists were assisted by candle 

lighter: Mr. Gavin McCallister, Senate Page, and Miss Gillyan 

Goodman, House Page. 

 

Member District 

Michael Edward Lowry Governor 

Memorialized by Senator Hunt & Representative Santos 
 

John Dennis Spellman Governor 

Memorialized by Senator Schoesler 
 

E. Scott Blair 46th District, House 

Memorialized by Representative Dent 
 

Rose Bowman 20th District, House 

Memorialized by Representatives DeBolt & Orcutt 
 

Joanne J. Brekke-Selk 32nd District, House 

Memorialized by Representative Pollet 
 

Emilio S. Cantu 41st District, House & Senate 

Memorialized by Senator Honeyford 
 

George Gordon Dowd 42nd District, House 

Memorialized by Representative Van Werven 

& Senator Carlyle 
 

Susan Emerson Gould 21st District, Senate 

Memorialized by Senator Wagoner 
 

Irving F. Greengo 46th District, House 

Memorialized by Representative Jinkins 
 

Theodore R. “Ted”Haley 28th District, House & Senate 

Memorialized by Senator Becker 
 

Duane Leonard Kaiser 2nd District, House 

Memorialized by Representative Mosbrucker 
 

Richard A. “Dick” King 38th District, House 

Memorialized by Representative Sells 
 

Kingsley John “King” Lysen 31st District, House & Senate 

Memorialized by Senator Nguyen 
 

Joseph Leo McGavick 32nd District, House 

Member District 

Memorialized by Representative Callan 
 

Paul F. Pruitt 34th District, House 

Memorialized by Senator Pedersen 
 

Nancy S. Rust 44th, 1st & 32nd District, House 

Memorialized by Representative Ryu 
 

Ellen M. “Lynn” Schindler 4th District 

Memorialized by Senator Padden 
 

Helen E. Sommers 36th District, House 

Memorialized by Representative Tarleton 
 

Walter W. Sprague 21st District, House 

Memorialized by Representative Sutherland 
 

Leo K. Thorsness 11th District, Senate 

Memorialized by Senator Sheldon 
 

Gordon L. Walgren 23rd District, House & Senate 

Memorialized by Senator Rolfes 

 

Ms. Penka Jane Culevski and Ms. Lynne Marie Randall 

performed “Row on Another Day”, accompanied by Senator 

Jamie Pedersen on flute at the dais. Miss Culevski and Miss 

Randall serve as Legislative Aide and Session Aide, respectively, 

in the Office of Senator Pedersen. 

 

The Deputy Speaker Pro Tempore (Representative Orwall 

presiding) introduced Rabbi Yosef Schtroks, Director and 

Spiritual Leader of Chabad Jewish Center, Olympia, who offered 

the closing prayer. 

 
CLOSING PRAYER 

 
Rabbi Schtroks: “Regarding the loss of a loved one, Jewish 

wisdom often quotes the verse in Ecclesiastes, ‘Vehachai Yiten el 

libo’ – The living should take to heart. 

Having gathered here today to memorialize the selfless men 

and women who dedicated their lives to public service on behalf 

of the citizens of this great state of Washington, let us reflect on 

what we can take to heart from the examples they set. 

All human beings were created in the divine image, and while 

externally we may seem to have great differences, at our core we 

share a common bond. Thus, we can find relevant the loss of any 

individual, however it is surely so when we reflect on the passing 

of those who were communal representatives, our legislators who 

are no longer with us. 

And therefore let us once more recall the words of the scripture 

‘Vehachai Yiten el libo’ – The living should take to heart. 

Let us reflect on the following insight, recounted by the great 

spiritual leader the Lubavitcher Rebbe Rabbi Menachem M. 

Schneerson of saintly memory on a number of occasions. ‘Free 

choice and the ability to do good is only the hands of those 

physically alive. Once someone has passed on, they are no longer 

able to perform those good deeds. It is only the good deeds that 

are performed in their memory that carry on their legacy.’ 

As we pray together, let us resolve to continue what these 

distinguished public servants have started. In the shadow of their 

legacy let us find tangible ways to use these legislative halls as a 

conduit to create a more kind, moral, just and ethical society 

throughout the state of Washington. We can be links in their chain 

to inspire the next generation of Washingtonians to live lives 

which are filled with doing for others, and pursuit of a higher 

purpose. 

In the spirit of the joyous Jewish holiday Purim, which begins 

this evening, may God comfort all those who mourn, and bring 

joy to the grieving family members in the knowledge that the 

selfless toil of their loved ones will continue to live on through 
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the work of the senators and representatives gathered here today. 

May we very soon merit the fulfillment of the words of the 

prophet Isaiah, a time when ‘death will be erased forever; and 

God, the Lord, will wipe the tears away from every face.’ And let 

us say ‘Amen.’ ” 

 

The Deputy Speaker Pro Tempore (Representative Orwall 

presiding) thanked the President and the senate for their 

assistance and hospitality and retired from the chair. 

 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

 

President Pro Tempore Keiser:  “Thank you, Speaker Orwall 

and members of the House of Representatives. Our deepest 

gratitude to all who have participated in the service today. Our 

special thanks to the members of the state patrol, members of the 

clergy and Senator Pedersen and his staff for their performance.  

We very much appreciate your participation. The President hopes 

that the loved ones of those we honor today will draw comfort 

from today's observance.” 
 

MOTION 
 

On motion of Senator Liias, the Joint Session was dissolved. 

 

The President Pro Tempore announced that refreshments 

would be available for legislators, families, and guests outside the 

State Reception Room immediately following adjournment.  The 

traditional “Old Timers’ Reception” was held at Tugboat Annie’s 

on Olympia’s west side from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

 

The President Pro Tempore called upon the Sergeant at Arms 

of the Senate and the Sergeant at Arms of the House to escort First 

Lady Trudi Inslee, the Statewide Elected Officials and the 

Justices of the Supreme Court from the Senate Chamber. 

The honored guest and elected officials retired from the 

chamber. 

 

The President Pro Tempore called upon the Sergeant at Arms 

of the Senate and the Sergeant at Arms of the House to escort 

Deputy Speaker Pro Tempore Tina Orwall and the members of 

the House of Representatives from the Senate Chamber. 

The Deputy Speaker and members of the House retired from 

the chamber. 

 

NOON SESSION 

 

MOTION 

 

At 11:50 a.m., on motion of Senator Liias, the Senate adjourned 

until 12:00 o’clock noon Thursday, March 21, 2019. 

 

KAREN KEISER, President Pro Tempore of the Senate 

 

BRAD HENDRICKSON, Secretary of the Senate 
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