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FIRST DAY 

 

MORNING SESSION 

Senate Chamber, Olympia 

Tuesday, May 16, 2023 

 

In accordance with Gubernatorial Proclamation 23-02, issued 

pursuant to Article II, Section 12 (Amendment 68) of the 

Washington State Constitution, the Senate of the 2023 Special 

Session of the Sixty-Eighth Legislature of the State of 

Washington assembled in the Senate Chamber at the State 

Capitol, Olympia at 10:00 o’clock a.m. Monday, May 16, 2023. 

The Senate was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by the President 

of the Senate, Lt. Governor Heck presiding. The Secretary called 

the roll and announced to the President that all Senators were 

present. 

The Sergeant at Arms Color Guard consisting of Mr. Eric 

Hemmen, Legislative Assistant to Senator Muzzall, and Ms. 

Kimberlie Lelli, Legislative Assistant to Senator Conway, 

presented the Colors. The President of the Senate led the Senate 

in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

The prayer was offered by Reverend Tammy Stampfli, 

Presbyterian Minister of Olympia. 

 

MOTION 

 

On motion of Senator Pedersen, the Senate advanced to the 

third order of business. 

 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 

 

PROCLAMATION BY THE GOVERNOR 23-02 
 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Article II, Section 12 

(Amendment 68) of the Washington State Constitution, the 

Legislature adjourned its 2023 regular session on April 23, 2023, 

the 105th day of the session; and  

WHEREAS, work remains to be done with respect to 

approving a “Blake fix” before July 1, 2023, to ensure that 

knowing and unlawful drug possession is not decriminalized, 

establish a pretrial diversion program, and provide additional 

treatment facilities and services for people with substance use 

disorders; and  

WHEREAS, if lawmakers fail to approve a statewide “Blake 

fix” before July 1, 2023, local jurisdictions may fill the void by 

passing their own drug possession regulations, resulting in an 

unwieldy patchwork of drug possession regulations that will vary 

from one local jurisdiction to the next; and  

WHEREAS, funding for diversion and treatment is attached to 

the “Blake fix” bill, and failure to timely pass the bill will reduce 

the much needed financial support to establish and enhance these 

programs.  

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jay Inslee, Governor of the state of 

Washington, by virtue of the authority vested in me by Article II, 

Section 12 (Amendment 68) and Article III, Section 7 of the 

Washington State Constitution, do hereby convene the 

Washington State Legislature in Special Session in the Capitol at 

Olympia on Tuesday, May 16, 2023, at 10:00 a.m. for the purpose 

of enacting legislation as described above.  

 

Signed and sealed with the official seal of the state of 

Washington this 4th day of May, A.D. Two-thousand and 

Twenty-three at Olympia, Washington. 

By:   

 /s/   

(Seal)   Jay Inslee, Governor 

 

BY THE GOVERNOR: 

 /s/   

Secretary of State 

 

April 6, 2023 

To the Honorable President and Members, 

The Senate of the State of Washington 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

I have the honor to advise you that on April 6, 2023, Governor 

Inslee approved the following Senate Bills entitled: 

 
Senate Bill No. 5023 

Relating to roadside safety measures. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5028 

Relating to revising the process for individuals to request name 

changes. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5041 

Relating to compliance with federal motor carrier safety 

administration requirements for the drug and alcohol 

clearinghouse. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5089 

Relating to making changes to factory assembled structures, 

manufactured or mobile homes, commercial coaches, conversion 

vending units, medical units, recreational vehicles, and park 

trailers requirements, including adding board members to the 

factory assembled structures advisory committee. 

 
Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5143 

Relating to changing the name of and adding a member to the 

commission on pesticide registration. 

 
Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5179 

Relating to increasing access to the provisions of the Washington 

death with dignity act. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5192 

Relating to authorizing administrative law judges tuition control 

hearings board members in deciding derelict vessel appeals. 

 
Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5198 

Relating to the sale or lease of manufactured/mobile home 

communities and the property on which they sit. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5295 

Relating to eliminating accounts. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5319 

Relating to pet insurance. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5342 

Relating to transit agencies' ability to enter into interlocal 
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agreements for procurement. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5370 

Relating to adult protective services. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5421 

Relating to exempting benefit enrollment information collected 

and maintained by the health care authority from public 

inspection and copying under the public records act. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5439 

Relating to livestock identification. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5553 

Relating to authorizing standards for temporary emergency 

shelters for local adoption. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5569 

Relating to creating exemptions from certificate of need 

requirements for kidney disease centers due to temporary 

emergency situations. 

 
Engrossed Senate Bill No. 5623 

Relating to modifying an element of the offense of hate crime and 

classifying a hate crime as crimes against persons. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5627 

Relating to salaries for county commissioners and 

councilmembers. 

 
Engrossed Senate Bill No. 5650 

Relating to salary inflationary increases for K-12 employees. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5700 

Relating to modernization of state health care authority-related 

laws. 

 

Sincerely, 

/s/ 

Drew Shirk, Executive Director of Legislative Affairs 

 

April 13, 2023 

To the Honorable President and Members, 

The Senate of the State of Washington 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

I have the honor to advise you that on April 13, 2023, Governor 

Inslee approved the following Senate Bills entitled: 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5338 

Relating to a review of the state's essential health benefits. 

 

Sincerely, 

/s/ 

Drew Shirk, Executive Director of Legislative Affairs 

 

April 25, 2023 

To the Honorable President and Members, 

The Senate of the State of Washington 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

I have the honor to advise you that on April 25, 2023, Governor 

Inslee approved the following Senate Bills entitled: 

 

Substitute Senate Bill No. 5078 

Relating to protecting public safety by establishing duties of 

firearm industry members engaged in the sale, manufacturing, 

distribution, importing, or marketing of firearms, ammunition, 

component parts, or accessories, to adopt and implement 

reasonable controls to prevent the diversion of firearms and 

related products to straw purchasers, firearm traffickers, 

unauthorized individuals, and individuals who pose a risk to 

themselves or others, to prohibit such firearm industry members 

from 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5127 

Relating to clarifying school districts' ability to redact personal 

information related to a student in any record maintained by the 

school district. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5145 

Relating to clarifying existing law regarding liability protections 

associated with public recreational use of lands or waters under a 

hydroelectric license issued by the federal energy regulatory 

commission. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5155 

Relating to the court of appeals. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5261 

Relating to deadlines concerning permits, licenses, or 

endorsements of cemetery authorities. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5330 

Relating to the Washington pesticide application act. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5353 

Relating to the voluntary stewardship program. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5550 

Relating to addressing workforce development issues, including 

cultural issues, at the Washington state ferries. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5561 

Relating to extending the expiration date of the law enforcement 

community engagement grant project. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5687 

Relating to creating and supporting postsecondary wrestling grant 

programs 

 

Sincerely, 

/s/ 

Drew Shirk, Executive Director of Legislative Affairs 

 

April 27, 2023 

To the Honorable President and Members, 

The Senate of the State of Washington 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

I have the honor to advise you that on April 27, 2023, Governor 

Inslee approved the following Senate Bills entitled: 

 
Senate Bill No. 5242 

Relating to prohibiting cost sharing for abortion. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5768 

Relating to protecting access to abortion medications by 

authorizing the department of corrections to acquire, sell, deliver, 
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distribute, and dispense abortion medications. 

 

Sincerely, 

/s/ 

Drew Shirk, Executive Director of Legislative Affairs 

 

May 1, 2023 

To the Honorable President and Members, 

The Senate of the State of Washington 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

I have the honor to advise you that on May 1, 2023, Governor 

Inslee approved the following Senate Bills entitled: 

 
Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5001 

Relating to public facilities districts created by at least two city or 

county legislative authorities. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5065 

Relating to public school instruction in awareness of bone 

marrow donation. 

 
Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5080 

Relating to expanding and improving the social equity in cannabis 

program. 

 
Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5124 

Relating to supporting guardianships and voluntary placement 

with nonrelative kin. 

 
Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5225 

Relating to increasing access to the working connections child 

care program. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5252 

Relating to modifications necessary to comply with federal 

regulations regarding dissemination of federal bureau of 

investigation criminal history record information. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5358 

Relating to expanding veterans' services and programs. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5374 

Relating to the adoption of county critical area ordinances by 

cities. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5381 

Relating to letters of recommendation or congratulations sent by 

legislators. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5433 

Relating to derelict aquatic structures. 

 

Sincerely, 

/s/ 

Drew Shirk, Executive Director of Legislative Affairs 

 

May 4, 2023 

To the Honorable President and Members, 

The Senate of the State of Washington 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

I have the honor to advise you that on May 3, 2023, Governor 

Inslee approved the following Senate Bills entitled: 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5165 

Relating to electric power system transmission planning. 

 
Engrossed Senate Bill No. 5352 

Relating to vehicular pursuits. 

 
Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5447 

Relating to promoting the alternative jet fuel industry in 

Washington. 

 

Sincerely, 

/s/ 

Drew Shirk, Executive Director of Legislative Affairs 

 

May 5, 2023 

To the Honorable President and Members, 

The Senate of the State of Washington 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

I have the honor to advise you that on May 4, 2023, Governor 

Inslee approved the following Senate Bills entitled: 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5006 

Relating to clarifying waiver of firearm rights. 

 
Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5046 

Relating to postconviction access to counsel. 

 
Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5048 

Relating to eliminating college in the high school fees. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5058 

Relating to exempting buildings with 12 or fewer units that are no 

more than two stories from the definition of multiunit residential 

building. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5069 

Relating to interstate cannabis agreements. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5072 

Relating to advancing equity in programs for highly capable 

students. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5077 

Relating to the uniform commercial code. 

 
Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5103 

Relating to payment to acute care hospitals for difficult to 

discharge medicaid patients who do not need acute care but who 

are waiting in the hospital to be appropriately and timely 

discharged to postacute and community settings. 

 
Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5111 

Relating to requiring payment for accrued and unused sick leave 

for certain construction workers. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5114 

Relating to supporting adults with lived experience of sex 

trafficking. 

 
Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5128 

Relating to jury diversity. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5156 



4 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 

Relating to expanding the farm internship program. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5166 

Relating to reauthorizing the business and occupation tax 

deduction for cooperative finance organizations. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5189 

Relating to establishing behavioral health support specialists. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5191 

Relating to reforming the real estate agency law to require written 

brokerage services agreements, improve consumer disclosures, 

and provide that certain legal duties of brokers apply to all parties 

in the transaction. 

 
Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5199 

Relating to tax relief for newspaper publishers. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5218 

Relating to providing a sales and use tax exemption for mobility 

enhancing equipment for use by or for a complex needs patient. 

 
Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5231 

Relating to the issuance of emergency domestic violence no-

contact orders. 

 
Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5243 

Relating to high school and beyond planning. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5256 

Relating to making permanent and expanding the child welfare 

housing assistance program. 

 
Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5257 

Relating to ensuring elementary school students receive sufficient 

daily recess for mental and physical health. 

 
Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5269 

Relating to transforming and growing Washington state 

manufacturing. 

 
Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5278 

Relating to implementing audit recommendations to reduce 

barriers to home care aide certification. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5282 

Relating to authorizing vehicle dealers to file a report of sale. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5283 

Relating to the waiver of the fundamentals examination for 

professional engineer and land surveyor licensing applicants by 

comity. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5287 

Relating to a study on the recycling of wind turbine blades. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5300 

Relating to continuity of coverage for prescription drugs 

prescribed for the treatment of behavioral health conditions. 

 
Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5301 

Relating to housing programs administered by the department of 

commerce. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5317 

Relating to the removal of vehicles by a regional transit authority 

when obstructing the operation of high capacity transportation 

vehicles or jeopardizing public safety. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5323 

Relating to the department of veterans affairs regarding exempt 

staff and exempt staff appointments, removing reference to one-

time use of funds, and exempting veteran discharge papers from 

public disclosure. 

 
Engrossed Senate Bill No. 5341 

Relating to creating a location-based branding and promotion 

program for Washington food and agricultural products. 

 
Engrossed Senate Bill No. 5355 

Relating to mandating instruction on sex trafficking prevention 

and identification for students in grades seven through 12. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5386 

Relating to reducing administrative complexity by increasing 

transparency of revenue flows for activities funded by document 

recording fees. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5392 

Relating to overpayments for certain matters. 

 
Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5425 

Relating to fire protection sprinkler system contractors. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5448 

Relating to liquor licensee privileges for the delivery of alcohol. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5457 

Relating to implementing growth management task force 

legislative recommendations regarding small cities. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5531 

Relating to special use permits for milk product haulers. 

 
Engrossed Senate Bill No. 5534 

Relating to workforce education investment accountability and 

oversight board staffing changes. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5606 

Relating to deterring illegal racing. 

 
Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5634 

Relating to problem gambling. 

 

Sincerely, 

/s/ 

Drew Shirk, Executive Director of Legislative Affairs 

 

May 9, 2023 

To the Honorable President and Members, 

The Senate of the State of Washington 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

I have the honor to advise you that on May 8, 2023, Governor 

Inslee approved the following Senate Bills entitled: 

 
Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5045 

Relating to incentivizing rental of accessory dwelling units to 

low-income households. 

 
Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5197 
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Relating to addressing landlord-tenant relations by providing 

technical changes to eviction notice forms and modifying certain 

eviction processes. 

 
Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5258 

Relating to increasing the supply and affordability of 

condominium units and townhouses as an option for 

homeownership. 

 
Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5290 

Relating to consolidating local permit review processes. 

 
Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5702 

Relating to expanding the students experiencing homelessness 

and foster youth pilot program. 

 

Sincerely, 

/s/ 

Drew Shirk, Executive Director of Legislative Affairs 

 

May 10, 2023 

To the Honorable President and Members, 

The Senate of the State of Washington 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

I have the honor to advise you that on May 9, 2023, Governor 

Inslee approved the following Senate Bills entitled: 

 
Senate Bill No. 5000 

Relating to recognizing contributions of Americans of Chinese 

descent. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5081 

Relating to victim notification. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5096 

Relating to expanding employee ownership. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5101 

Relating to extraordinary medical placement for incarcerated 

individuals at the department of corrections. 

 
Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5123 

Relating to the employment of individuals who lawfully consume 

cannabis. 

 
Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5152 

Relating to defining synthetic media in campaigns for elective 

office, and providing relief for candidates and campaigns. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5153 

Relating to uniform disclosure of records related to future voters 

and making conforming amendments related to participation of 

future voters in state primaries. 

 
Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5173 

Relating to property exempt from execution. 

 
Engrossed Senate Bill No. 5175 

Relating to written contracts between school boards and 

principals. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5182 

Relating to procedures and deadlines for candidate filing. 

 

Substitute Senate Bill No. 5208 

Relating to updating the process for online voter registration by 

allowing voter applicants to provide the last four digits of social 

security number for authentication. 

 
Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5263 

Relating to access to psilocybin services by individuals 21 years 

of age and older. 

 
Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5268 

Relating to equity and efficiencies in public works procurement 

including modifying small works roster requirements. 

 
Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5294 

Relating to actuarial funding of state retirement systems. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5350 

Relating to providing a benefit increase to certain retirees of the 

public employees' retirement system plan 1 and the teachers' 

retirement system plan 1. 

 
Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5365 

Relating to the purchase, use, and possession of vapor and 

tobacco products by minors. 

 
Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5367 

Relating to the regulation of products containing THC. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5369 

Relating to reassessing standards for polychlorinated biphenyls in 

consumer products. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5389 

Relating to the practice of optometry, including expanding the 

optometric scope of practice to include specified procedures not 

including the use of lasers, requiring a licensing endorsement to 

perform these procedures that is based upon mandated 

educational criteria and hands-on training, and amending the 

board of optometry's operating procedures. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5396 

Relating to cost sharing for diagnostic and supplemental breast 

examinations. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5398 

Relating to domestic violence funding allocation. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5399 

Relating to future listing right purchase contracts. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5403 

Relating to establishing school district depreciation subfunds for 

the purposes of preventative maintenance. 

 
Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5412 

Relating to reducing local governments' land use permitting 

workloads, by ensuring objective and timely design review for 

housing and other land use proposals within cities and counties 

and allowing proposed housing within urban growth boundaries 

to rely on environmental reviews completed at the comprehensive 

planning level. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5436 

Relating to transfers of firearms to museums and historical 

societies. 
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Substitute Senate Bill No. 5437 

Relating to vacancies of the governing body of special purpose 

districts. 

 
Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5454 

Relating to industrial insurance coverage for posttraumatic stress 

disorders affecting 

registered nurses. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5459 

Relating to requests for records containing election information. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5460 

Relating to collection of assessments for irrigation and 

rehabilitation districts. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5491 

Relating to allowing for residential buildings of a certain height 

to be served by a single exit under certain conditions. 

 
Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5502 

Relating to ensuring necessary access to substance use disorder 

treatment for individuals entering the graduated reentry program 

at the department of corrections. 

 
Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5528 

Relating to retainage requirements for private construction 

projects. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5565 

Relating to modifying tax and revenue laws by making technical 

corrections, clarifying ambiguities, easing compliance burdens 

for taxpayers, and providing administrative efficiencies. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5586 

Relating to employees' paid family or medical leave data. 

 
Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5593 

Relating to improving equity in the transfer of student data 

between K-12 schools and institutions of higher education. 

 
Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5599 

Relating to supporting youth and young adults seeking protected 

health care services. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5617 

Relating to career and technical education course equivalencies. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5714 

Relating to payments made for property taxes or special 

assessments by an automated check processing service. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5765 

Relating to tolling authorization for the Interstate 5 bridge 

replacement project. 

 

Sincerely, 

/s/ 

Drew Shirk, Executive Director of Legislative Affairs 

 

May 11, 2023 

To the Honorable President and Members, 

The Senate of the State of Washington 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

I have the honor to advise you that on May 11, 2023, Governor 

Inslee approved the following Senate Bills entitled: 

 
Senate Bill No. 5004 

Relating to making updates to the Washington business 

corporation act. 

 
Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5120 

Relating to establishing crisis relief centers in Washington state. 

 
Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5144 

Relating to providing for responsible environmental management 

of batteries. 

 
Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5293 

Relating to accounts. 

 
Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5315 

Relating to nonpublic agencies operating special education 

programs for students with disabilities. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5316 

Relating to background check and licensing fees for programs 

administered by the department of children, youth, and families. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5324 

Relating to the defense community compatibility account. 

 
Senate Bill No. 5497 

Relating to medicaid expenditures. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5504 

Relating to open motor vehicle safety recalls. 

 
Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5515 

Relating to protecting children from child abuse and neglect. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5523 

Relating to addressing the forensic pathologist shortage. 

 
Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5532 

Relating to providing enhanced payment to low volume, small 

rural hospitals. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5581 

Relating to developing strategies to reduce or eliminate cost 

sharing for maternity care services and postpartum care. 

 
Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5583 

Relating to improving young driver safety. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5720 

Relating to risk mitigation in property insurance. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5742 

Relating to codifying certain existing grant programs at the 

department of transportation. 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5753 

Relating to a cooperative agreement between the department of 

transportation and the Lummi Nation concerning construction of 

a roadway. 

 

Sincerely, 

/s/ 

Drew Shirk, Executive Director of Legislative Affairs 
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May 15, 2023 

To the Honorable President and Members, 

The Senate of the State of Washington 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

I have the honor to advise you that on May 15, 2023, Governor 

Inslee approved the following Senate Bills entitled: 

 
Senate Bill No. 5104 

Relating to surveying Puget Sound marine shoreline habitat. 

 
Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5112 

Relating to updating processes related to voter registration. 

 
Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5134 

Relating to reentry services and supports. 

 
Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5186 

Relating to requiring antidiscrimination clauses in public 

contracting. 

 
Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5371 

Relating to protecting southern resident orcas from vessels. 

 
Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5440 

Relating to providing timely competency evaluations and 

restoration services to persons suffering from behavioral health 

disorders within the framework of the forensic mental health care 

system consistent with the requirements agreed to in the 

Trueblood settlement agreement. 

 
Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5555 

Relating to addressing the behavioral health workforce shortage 

and expanding access to peer services by creating the profession 

of certified peer specialists. 

 

Sincerely, 

/s/ 

Drew Shirk, Executive Director of Legislative Affairs 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

 

The Honorable President of the Senate 

Legislature of the State of Washington 

Olympia, Washington 98504 

 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

We respectfully transmit for your consideration the following 

bill which was partially vetoed by the Governor, together with the 

official veto message setting forth his objections to the sections 

or items of the bill, as required by Article III, section 12, of the 

Washington State Constitution: 

 
Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5263 

 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 

and affixed the Seal of the state of Washington, this 13th day of 

May, 2023. 

STEVE HOBBS, Secretary of State 

(Seal) 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR 

 

May 10, 2023 

To the Honorable President and Members,  

The Senate of the State of Washington  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen:  

 

I am returning herewith, without my approval as to Sections 1, 

2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 10, 11, and 13, Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 

5263 entitled:  

 

"AN ACT Relating to access to psilocybin services by 

individuals 21 years of age and older." 

 

This bill takes important additional steps in exploring and 

understanding the potentials of psilocybin by continuing and 

supplementing the Health Care Authority's existing task force and 

by establishing a pilot program through the University of 

Washington.  

Psilocybin has been shown to have the potential for use as a 

therapeutic for certain diagnosed clinical conditions, and I 

appreciate the need to find new treatment options for 

Washingtonians.  

Sections 1, 2, and 3 detail the intent and purpose of the bill and 

also establish a short title for the legislation. However, changes 

were made to the legislation during the legislative process and 

these sections no longer align with the bill's content.  

Section 4 establishes a psilocybin advisory board but does not 

specify the work that the board would be directed to undertake. In 

last year’s budget, the Legislature established a task force to begin 

discussing psilocybin as a treatment, and that task force remains 

in place but has yet to complete its work. This advisory board’s 

role is unclear while the existing task force continues its work. I 

encourage the Legislature, upon completion of the final report 

from the task force, to consider appropriate next steps for 

psilocybin treatment in Washington.  

Section 5 establishes an interagency workgroup between the 

Department of Health, Department of Agriculture, and the Liquor 

and Cannabis Board to report to the advisory board established in 

section 4. Without the establishment of the advisory board, this 

interagency workgroup has no role. However, I understand the 

value of having our state agencies work together to understand 

what would be necessary for the state to consider advances in 

allowing psilocybin therapy. For that reason, I am directing the 

Department of Health, Department of Agriculture, and the Liquor 

and Cannabis Board to work together to identify what would be 

needed, including necessary public health safeguards and 

information technology systems, to consider allowing psilocybin 

treatment in Washington state.  

Section 7 requires the Department of Health to post to their 

webpage certain information about psilocybin therapy and it also 

provides extensive authority for the agency to adopt rules and 

carry out powers related to psilocybin services. This bill does not 

establish a system for psilocybin services in Washington and 

therefore such authorities for the Department of Health are not 

needed to protect public health and safety.  

Section 10 requires the Liquor and Cannabis Board to 

cooperate with the Departments of Health and Agriculture and for 

the Department of Agriculture to cooperate with Department of 

Health. This bill does not establish any activities for these 

agencies to engage in that may require cooperation as 

contemplated.  

Section 11 prohibits these same state agencies from refusing 

to fulfill their duties established in this legislation on the basis that 

psilocybin remains prohibited by federal law. However, there are 

no required responsibilities for these agencies that would not be 

able to be conducted due to the prohibition of psilocybin at the 
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federal level.  

Section 13 establishes a new chapter for sections 1 through 5. 

However, sections 1 through 5 are no longer needed.  

 

For these reasons I have vetoed Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 10, 11, 

and 13 of Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5263.  

With the exception of Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 10, 11, and 13, 

Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5263 is approved. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ 

Jay Inslee Governor 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

 

The Honorable President of the Senate 

Legislature of the State of Washington 

Olympia, Washington 98504 

 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

We respectfully transmit for your consideration the following 

bill which was partially vetoed by the Governor, together with the 

official veto message setting forth his objections to the sections 

or items of the bill, as required by Article III, section 12, of the 

Washington State Constitution: 

 
Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5269 

 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 

and affixed the Seal of the state of Washington, this 13th day of 

May, 2023. 

STEVE HOBBS, Secretary of State 

(Seal) 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR 

 

May 8, 2023  

To the Honorable President and Members,  

The Senate of the State of Washington  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen:  

 

I am returning herewith, without my approval as to Section 1, 

Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5269 entitled:  

 

"AN ACT Relating to transforming and growing Washington 

state manufacturing." 

 

I am vetoing Section 1, the intent section, because it includes 

language that conflicts with the direction to Department of 

Commerce in the body of the bill about engaging the 

manufacturing council in the development of the state's industrial 

policy.  

 

For these reasons I have vetoed Section 1 of Second Substitute 

Senate Bill No. 5269.  

With the exception of Section 1, Second Substitute Senate Bill 

No. 5269 is approved. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ 

Jay Inslee Governor 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

 

The Honorable President of the Senate 

Legislature of the State of Washington 

Olympia, Washington 98504 

 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

We respectfully transmit for your consideration the following 

bill which was partially vetoed by the Governor, together with the 

official veto message setting forth his objections to the sections 

or items of the bill, as required by Article III, section 12, of the 

Washington State Constitution: 

 
Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5532 

 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 

and affixed the Seal of the state of Washington, this 13th day of 

May, 2023. 

STEVE HOBBS, Secretary of State 

(Seal) 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR 

 

May 11, 2023 

To the Honorable President and Members,  

The Senate of the State of Washington  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen:  

 

I am returning herewith, without my approval as to Section 3, 

Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5532 entitled:  

 

"AN ACT Relating to providing enhanced payment to low 

volume, small rural hospitals." 

 

Section 3 is an emergency clause. However, the bill cannot go 

into effect until July 1, 2024. As a result, the emergency clause is 

not justified.  

 

For these reasons I have vetoed Section 3 of Second Substitute 

Senate Bill No. 5532.  

With the exception of Section 3, Second Substitute Senate Bill 

No. 5532 is approved. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ 

Jay Inslee Governor 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

 

The Honorable President of the Senate 

Legislature of the State of Washington 

Olympia, Washington 98504 

 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

We respectfully transmit for your consideration the following 

bill which was partially vetoed by the Governor, together with the 

official veto message setting forth his objections to the sections 

or items of the bill, as required by Article III, section 12, of the 

Washington State Constitution: 

 
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5565 

 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 

and affixed the Seal of the state of Washington, this 13th day of 

May, 2023. 

STEVE HOBBS, Secretary of State 

(Seal) 
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MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR 

 

May 10, 2023 

To the Honorable President and Members,  

The Senate of the State of Washington  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen:  

 

I am returning herewith, without my approval as to Sections 2, 

3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 19, and 24, Substitute Senate Bill No. 5565 entitled:  

 

"AN ACT Relating to modifying tax and revenue laws by 

making technical corrections, clarifying ambiguities, easing 

compliance burdens for taxpayers, and providing administrative 

efficiencies." 

 

Substitute Senate Bill 5565 makes technical corrections to 

various tax-related statutes.  

This bill contains a number of sections that are duplicated in 

other bills passed by the Legislature in the 2023 legislative 

session, creating unnecessary double amendments with 

Engrossed Senate Bill 5336, Second Substitute House Bill 1477, 

and House Bill 1742.  

 

For these reasons I have vetoed Sections 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 19, 

and 24 of Substitute Senate Bill No. 5565.  

With the exception of Sections 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 19, and 24, 

Substitute Senate Bill No. 5565 is approved. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ 

Jay Inslee Governor 

 
MESSAGE FROM OTHER STATE OFFICERS 

 

May 16, 2023 

To the Honorable President and Members, 

The Senate of the State of Washington 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

For your information, the following reports have been 

submitted by the various agencies, departments, and taskforces 

and received by the Office of the Secretary of the Senate since the 

close of the previous session: 

Commerce, Department of – “Crisis Stabilization Facilities 

Progress Report”, in accordance with Substitute Senate Bill No. 

5651; “Lifeline Support System Pilot Project Report”, in 

accordance with Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5693; 

“Creative Economy Strategic Plan 2022 Update”, in accordance 

with Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5693; “Motion Picture 

Competitiveness Report”, pursuant to 43.365 RCW; “Behavioral 

Health Rental Subsidies 2022 Report”, in accordance with 

Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5092; 

Corrections, Department of – “Unexpected Fatality Review 

Committee Report UFR-23-001”, pursuant to 72.09.770 RCW; 

Financial Management, Office of – “One Washington 

Quarterly Report, January - March 2023”, in accordance with 

Substitute Senate Bill No. 5883; “One Washington Budget Report 

Attachment, January - March 2023”, in accordance with 

Substitute Senate Bill No. 5883; “One Washington Performance 

Metrics Attachment, January - March 2023”, in accordance with 

Substitute Senate Bill No. 5883; 

Public Instruction, Office of the Superintendent of – 

“Physical, Social, and Emotional Support Staff Compliance 2023 

Report”, pursuant to 28A.300.476 RCW; “Dual Credit Exam 

Costs 2022 Report”, in accordance with Engrossed Substitute 

Senate Bill No. 5693; “Statewide Repository of Household 

Income Information 2022 Report”, pursuant to 28A.235.285 

RCW; “UPDATE:  Data on Students Experiencing 

Homelessness 2023 Report”, pursuant to 28A.300.540 RCW; 

“UPDATE:  Weapons in Schools 2022 Report”, pursuant to 

28A.320.130 RCW; “UPDATE: Transitional Bilingual 

Instruction Program (TBIP) 2023 Report”, pursuant to 

28A.180.020 RCW; “Status of School Food Service Programs 

2022 Report”, in accordance with Engrossed Substitute Senate 

Bill No. 5693; “UPDATE: Washington AIM Program 2022 

Report”, pursuant to 28A.215.080 RCW; “UPDATE: Student 

Transportation Allocation Determination 2023 Report”, pursuant 

to 28A.160.180 RCW 

Sheriffs and Police Chiefs, Washington Association of – 

“Washington State Denied Firearms Transaction Program - 

2022 Annual Report”, pursuant to 36.28A.405 RCW; 

“Washington State Sexual Assault Kit Initiative - 2022 Annual 

Report”, pursuant to 36.28A.430 RCW; “Arrest and Jail 

Alternatives Law Enforcement Grant Program - 2022 Annual 

Report”, pursuant to 36.28A.450 RCW; “Washington State 

Registered Sex and Kidnapping Offender Address and Residency 

Verification Grant Program - 2021 Annual Report”, pursuant to 

36.28A.230 RCW. 

 

Copies of these reports are available from the Office of the 

Secretary of the Senate. 

 

Sincerely, 

/s/ 

Sarah Bannister, 

SECRETARY OF THE SENATE 

 
MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR  

GUBERNATORIAL APPOINTMENTS 

 

April 20, 2023 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I have the honor to submit the following appointment, subject 

to your confirmation. 

KATHLEEN CRAIG, appointed April 20, 2023, for the term 

ending December 31, 2025, as Member of the Recreation and 

Conservation Funding Board.  

Sincerely, 

JAY INSLEE, Governor 

Referred to Committee on Agriculture, Water, Natural 

Resources & Parks as Senate Gubernatorial Appointment No. 

9349. 

 

April 25, 2023 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I have the honor to submit the following appointment, subject 

to your confirmation. 

CHELSEA E. DIMAS, appointed April 25, 2023, for the term 

ending June 17, 2027, as Member of the Human Rights 

Commission.  

Sincerely, 

JAY INSLEE, Governor 

Referred to Committee on Law & Justice as Senate 

Gubernatorial Appointment No. 9350. 
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April 25, 2023 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I have the honor to submit the following appointment, subject 

to your confirmation. 

THOMAS L. PURCE, appointed April 26, 2023, for the term 

ending January 15, 2026, as Member of the Northwest Power and 

Conservation Council.  

Sincerely, 

JAY INSLEE, Governor 

Referred to Committee on Environment, Energy & 

Technology as Senate Gubernatorial Appointment No. 9351. 

 

April 26, 2023 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I have the honor to submit the following appointment, subject 

to your confirmation. 

WILLIAM E. HAYES, appointed April 26, 2023, for the term 

ending January 20, 2027, as Member of the Pharmacy Quality 

Assurance Commission.  

Sincerely, 

JAY INSLEE, Governor 

Referred to Committee on Health & Long-Term Care as 

Senate Gubernatorial Appointment No. 9352. 

 

April 27, 2023 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I have the honor to submit the following appointment, subject 

to your confirmation. 

JUAN E. MATA, appointed April 27, 2023, for the term 

ending June 30, 2026, as Member of the Professional Educator 

Standards Board.  

Sincerely, 

JAY INSLEE, Governor 

Referred to Committee on Early Learning & K-12 Education 

as Senate Gubernatorial Appointment No. 9353. 

 

April 27, 2023 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I have the honor to submit the following appointment, subject 

to your confirmation. 

NICOLE A. TALBERT, appointed April 27, 2023, for the 

term ending June 30, 2026, as Member of the Professional 

Educator Standards Board.  

Sincerely, 

JAY INSLEE, Governor 

Referred to Committee on Early Learning & K-12 Education 

as Senate Gubernatorial Appointment No. 9354. 

 

May 2, 2023 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I have the honor to submit the following reappointment, 

subject to your confirmation. 

ALICIA R. LEVY, reappointed July 3, 2023, for the term 

ending June 30, 2029, as Member of the Gambling Commission.  

Sincerely, 

JAY INSLEE, Governor 

Referred to Committee on Business, Financial Services, 

Gaming & Trade as Senate Gubernatorial Appointment No. 9355. 

 

May 9, 2023 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I have the honor to submit the following appointment, subject 

to your confirmation. 

BENNETT J. PROWS, appointed May 9, 2023, for the term 

ending July 1, 2023, as Member of the Washington State School 

for the Blind Board of Trustees.  

Sincerely, 

JAY INSLEE, Governor 

Referred to Committee on Early Learning & K-12 Education 

as Senate Gubernatorial Appointment No. 9356. 

 

May 10, 2023 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I have the honor to submit the following appointment, subject 

to your confirmation. 

DREW SHIRK, appointed June 16, 2023, for the term ending 

January 1, 2075, as Director of the Department of Revenue.  

Sincerely, 

JAY INSLEE, Governor 

Referred to Committee on Ways & Means as Senate 

Gubernatorial Appointment No. 9357. 

 

MOTIONS 

 

On motion of Senator Pedersen, all appointees listed on the 

Gubernatorial Appointments report were referred to the 

committees as designated. 

On motion of Senator Pedersen, the Senate advanced to the 

eighth order of business. 

Senator Pedersen moved adoption of the following resolution:  

 

SENATE RESOLUTION 

8647 

 

By Senators Pedersen and Short 

 

WHEREAS, The Legislature has been called into special 

session to address an important issue related to public safety; and 

WHEREAS, A number of Senate members are unable to attend 

in person, but would be able to attend remotely; and 

WHEREAS, The Senate adopted permanent rules for the 2023-

2025 biennium under Senate Resolution 8601, as amended by 

Senate Resolution 8606; and 

WHEREAS, Senate Rule 8 of the permanent Senate rules 

provides that only three members from each caucus may vote 

remotely during a single day of floor action in the event of illness 

or emergency; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That 

notwithstanding Senate Rule 8, and only for this first special 

session of 2023, members of each caucus may vote remotely on 

each day of the special legislative session. Members who are 

voting remotely may not make motions or points of order during 

floor action, but may speak in accordance with the procedures 

established in Senate Rule 8. 

 

Senator Pedersen spoke in favor of adoption of the resolution. 

The President declared the question before the Senate to be the 
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adoption of Senate Resolution No. 8647. 

The motion by Senator Pedersen carried and the resolution was 

adopted by voice vote. 

 

MOTION 

 

On motion of Senator Pedersen, the Senate reverted to the fifth 

order of business. 

 

INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING 

 

SCR 8408 by Senator Schoesler 

Naming the new Irving R. Newhouse Building. 

 

Referred to Committee on State Government & Elections. 

 

SCR 8409 by Senators Pedersen and Short 

Concerning the status of legislation that may be considered 

at the 2023 first special session of the sixty-eighth 

Legislature. 

 

Placed on Second Reading. 

 

SCR 8410 by Senators Pedersen and Short 

Adjourning the 2023 1st Special Session of the Sixty-eighth 

Legislature SINE DIE. 

 

Placed on Second Reading. 

 

MOTIONS 

 
On motion of Senator Pedersen, all measures listed on the 

Introduction and First Reading report were referred to the 
committees as designated with the exceptions of Senate 
Concurrent Resolution No. 8409 and Senate Concurrent 
Resolution No. 8410  which were placed on the day’s Second 
Reading Calendar. 

On motion of Senator Pedersen, the Senate advanced to the 

sixth order of business. 

 

SECOND READING 

 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 8409, by 

Senators Pedersen and Short 

 

Concerning the status of legislation that may be considered at 

the 2023 first special session of the sixty-eighth Legislature. 

 

The measure was read the second time. 

 

MOTION 

 

On motion of Senator Pedersen, the rules were suspended, 

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 8409 was advanced to third 

reading, the second reading considered the third and the bill was 

placed on final passage. 

 

The President declared the question before the Senate to be the 

final passage of Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 8409. 

 

Senator Pedersen spoke in favor of adoption of the resolution. 

 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 8409 having 

received a majority was adopted by voice vote. 

 

MOTION 

 

At 10:14 a.m., on motion of Senator Pedersen, the Senate was 

declared to be at ease subject to the call of the President. 

Senator Hasegawa announced a meeting of the Democratic 

Caucus.  

Senator Warnick announced a meeting of the Republican 

Caucus. 

 

---- 
 

The Senate was called to order at 10:43 a.m. by the President 
of the Senate, Lt. Governor Heck presiding. 

 

MOTION 

 

On motion of Senator Pedersen, the Senate reverted to the 

fourth order of business. 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

 
May 16, 2023 

MR. PRESIDENT: 
The House has adopted: 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 8409, 
and the same is herewith transmitted. 

BERNARD DEAN, Chief Clerk 
 

SIGNED BY THE PRESIDENT 

 

Pursuant to Article 2, Section 32 of the State Constitution and 

Senate Rule 1(5), the President announced the signing of and 

thereupon did sign in open session: 
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 8409. 

 

MOTIONS 

 

On motion of Senator Pedersen, the Senate advanced to the 

sixth order of business. 
On motion of Senator Pedersen, and without objection, the 

Committee on Rules was relieved of further consideration of 
Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5536 and the bill 
was placed on the day’s third reading calendar for immediate 
consideration. 

 

THIRD READING 

 

ENGROSSED SECOND SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL NO. 

5536, by Senate Committee on Ways & Means (originally 

sponsored by Robinson, Lovick, Rolfes, Mullet, Dhingra, Billig, 

Hasegawa, Keiser, Kuderer, Liias, Lovelett, Nobles, Randall, 

Stanford, Wellman and Wilson, C.) 

 

Concerning controlled substances, counterfeit substances, and 

legend drug possession and treatment. 

 

The bill was read on Third Reading. 

 

MOTIONS 

 

On motion of Senator Robinson, the rules were suspended and 

Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5536 was returned 

to second reading for the purposes of amendment. 

Senator Robinson moved that the following striking 

amendment no. 0470 by Senator Robinson be adopted:  

 

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the 
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following: 

"Part I – Prohibiting Knowing Possession of a Controlled 

Substance, Counterfeit Substance, or Legend Drug 

Sec. 1.   RCW 69.50.4011 and 2003 c 53 s 332 are each 

amended to read as follows: 

(1) Except as authorized by this chapter, it is unlawful for any 

person to ((create, deliver, or possess a counterfeit substance)): 

(a) Create or deliver a counterfeit substance; 

(b) Knowingly possess a counterfeit substance; or 

(c) Knowingly use a counterfeit substance in a public place. 

(2) Any person who violates subsection (1)(a) of this section 

with respect to: 

(a) A counterfeit substance classified in Schedule I or II which 

is a narcotic drug, or flunitrazepam classified in Schedule IV, is 

guilty of a class B felony and upon conviction may be imprisoned 

for not more than ((ten)) 10 years, fined not more than ((twenty-

five thousand dollars)) $25,000, or both; 

(b) A counterfeit substance which is methamphetamine, is 

guilty of a class B felony and upon conviction may be imprisoned 

for not more than ((ten)) 10 years, fined not more than ((twenty-

five thousand dollars)) $25,000, or both; 

(c) Any other counterfeit substance classified in Schedule I, II, 

or III, is guilty of a class C felony punishable according to chapter 

9A.20 RCW; 

(d) A counterfeit substance classified in Schedule IV, except 

flunitrazepam, is guilty of a class C felony punishable according 

to chapter 9A.20 RCW; 

(e) A counterfeit substance classified in Schedule V, is guilty 

of a class C felony punishable according to chapter 9A.20 RCW. 

(3)(a) A violation of subsection (1)(b) or (c) of this section is a 

gross misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment of up to 180 

days, or by a fine of not more than $1,000, or by both such 

imprisonment and fine, however, if the defendant has two or more 

prior convictions under subsection (1)(b) or (c) of this section 

occurring after the effective date of this section, a violation of 

subsection (1)(b) or (c) of this section is punishable by 

imprisonment for up to 364 days, or by a fine of not more than 

$1,000, or by both such imprisonment and fine. The prosecutor is 

encouraged to divert such cases for assessment, treatment, or 

other services. 

(b) No person may be charged under both subsection (1)(b) and 

(c) of this section relating to the same course of conduct. 

(c) In lieu of jail booking and referral to the prosecutor, law 

enforcement is encouraged to offer a referral to assessment and 

services available under RCW 10.31.110 or other program or 

entity responsible for receiving referrals in lieu of legal system 

involvement, which may include, but are not limited to, arrest and 

jail alternative programs established under RCW 36.28A.450, 

law enforcement assisted diversion programs established under 

RCW 71.24.589, and the recovery navigator program established 

under RCW 71.24.115. 

(4) For the purposes of this section, "public place" has the same 

meaning as defined in RCW 66.04.010, but the exclusions in 

RCW 66.04.011 do not apply. 

(5) For the purposes of this section, "use a counterfeit 

substance" means to introduce the substance into the human body 

by injection, inhalation, ingestion, or any other means. 

Sec. 2.   RCW 69.50.4013 and 2022 c 16 s 86 are each 

amended to read as follows: 

(1) ((It)) Except as otherwise authorized by this chapter, it is 

unlawful for any person to: 

(a) Knowingly possess a controlled substance unless the 

substance was obtained directly from, or pursuant to, a valid 

prescription or order of a practitioner while acting in the course 

of his or her professional practice((, or except as otherwise 

authorized by this chapter)); or 

(b) Knowingly use a controlled substance in a public place, 

unless the substance was obtained directly from, or pursuant to, a 

valid prescription or order of a practitioner while acting in the 

course of his or her professional practice. 

(2)(a) Except as provided in RCW 69.50.4014 or 69.50.445, 

((any person who violates this section is guilty of a class C felony 

punishable under chapter 9A.20 RCW)) a violation of subsection 

(1)(a) or (b) of this section is a gross misdemeanor punishable by 

imprisonment of up to 180 days in jail, or by a fine of not more 

than $1,000, or by both such imprisonment and fine, however, if 

the defendant has two or more prior convictions under subsection 

(1)(a) or (b) of this section occurring after the effective date of 

this section, a violation of subsection (1)(a) or (b) of this section 

is punishable by imprisonment for up to 364 days, or by a fine of 

not more than $1,000, or by both such imprisonment and fine. The 

prosecutor is encouraged to divert such cases for assessment, 

treatment, or other services. 

(b) No person may be charged under both subsection (1)(a) and 

(b) of this section relating to the same course of conduct. 

(c) In lieu of jail booking and referral to the prosecutor, law 

enforcement is encouraged to offer a referral to assessment and 

services available under RCW 10.31.110 or other program or 

entity responsible for receiving referrals in lieu of legal system 

involvement, which may include, but are not limited to, arrest and 

jail alternative programs established under RCW 36.28A.450, 

law enforcement assisted diversion programs established under 

RCW 71.24.589, and the recovery navigator program established 

under RCW 71.24.115. 

(3)(a) The possession, by a person ((twenty-one)) 21 years of 

age or older, of useable cannabis, cannabis concentrates, or 

cannabis-infused products in amounts that do not exceed those set 

forth in RCW 69.50.360(3) is not a violation of this section, this 

chapter, or any other provision of Washington state law. 

(b) The possession of cannabis, useable cannabis, cannabis 

concentrates, and cannabis-infused products being physically 

transported or delivered within the state, in amounts not 

exceeding those that may be established under RCW 

69.50.385(3), by a licensed employee of a common carrier when 

performing the duties authorized in accordance with RCW 

69.50.382 and 69.50.385, is not a violation of this section, this 

chapter, or any other provision of Washington state law. 

(4)(a) The delivery by a person ((twenty-one)) 21 years of age 

or older to one or more persons ((twenty-one)) 21 years of age or 

older, during a single ((twenty-four)) 24 hour period, for 

noncommercial purposes and not conditioned upon or done in 

connection with the provision or receipt of financial 

consideration, of any of the following cannabis products, is not a 

violation of this section, this chapter, or any other provisions of 

Washington state law: 

(i) One-half ounce of useable cannabis; 

(ii) Eight ounces of cannabis-infused product in solid form; 

(iii) ((Thirty-six)) 36 ounces of cannabis-infused product in 

liquid form; or 

(iv) Three and one-half grams of cannabis concentrates. 

(b) The act of delivering cannabis or a cannabis product as 

authorized under this subsection (4) must meet one of the 

following requirements: 

(i) The delivery must be done in a location outside of the view 

of general public and in a nonpublic place; or 

(ii) The cannabis or cannabis product must be in the original 

packaging as purchased from the cannabis retailer. 

(5) No person under ((twenty-one)) 21 years of age may 

((possess,)) manufacture, sell, ((or)) distribute, or knowingly 

possess cannabis, cannabis-infused products, or cannabis 

concentrates, regardless of THC concentration. This does not 

include qualifying patients with a valid authorization. 
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(6) The possession by a qualifying patient or designated 

provider of cannabis concentrates, useable cannabis, cannabis-

infused products, or plants in accordance with chapter 69.51A 

RCW is not a violation of this section, this chapter, or any other 

provision of Washington state law. 

(7) For the purposes of this section, "public place" has the same 

meaning as defined in RCW 66.04.010, but the exclusions in 

RCW 66.04.011 do not apply. 

(8) For the purposes of this section, "use a controlled 

substance" means to introduce the substance into the human body 

by injection, inhalation, ingestion, or any other means. 

Sec. 3.   RCW 69.50.4014 and 2022 c 16 s 88 are each 

amended to read as follows: 

(1) Except as provided in RCW 69.50.401(2)(c) or as otherwise 

authorized by this chapter, any person found guilty of knowing 

possession of ((forty)) 40 grams or less of cannabis is guilty of a 

misdemeanor. The prosecutor is encouraged to divert cases under 

this section for assessment, treatment, or other services. 

(2) In lieu of jail booking and referral to the prosecutor, law 

enforcement is encouraged to offer a referral to assessment and 

services available under RCW 10.31.110 or other program or 

entity responsible for receiving referrals in lieu of legal system 

involvement, which may include, but are not limited to, arrest and 

jail alternative programs established under RCW 36.28A.450, 

law enforcement assisted diversion programs established under 

RCW 71.24.589, and the recovery navigator program established 

under RCW 71.24.115. 

Sec. 4.  RCW 69.41.030 and 2020 c 80 s 41 are each amended 

to read as follows: 

(1) It shall be unlawful for any person to sell((,)) or deliver any 

legend drug, or knowingly possess any legend drug, or knowingly 

use any legend drug in a public place, except upon the order or 

prescription of a physician under chapter 18.71 RCW, an 

osteopathic physician and surgeon under chapter 18.57 RCW, an 

optometrist licensed under chapter 18.53 RCW who is certified 

by the optometry board under RCW 18.53.010, a dentist under 

chapter 18.32 RCW, a podiatric physician and surgeon under 

chapter 18.22 RCW, a veterinarian under chapter 18.92 RCW, a 

commissioned medical or dental officer in the United States 

armed forces or public health service in the discharge of his or her 

official duties, a duly licensed physician or dentist employed by 

the veterans administration in the discharge of his or her official 

duties, a registered nurse or advanced registered nurse 

practitioner under chapter 18.79 RCW when authorized by the 

nursing care quality assurance commission, a pharmacist licensed 

under chapter 18.64 RCW to the extent permitted by drug therapy 

guidelines or protocols established under RCW 18.64.011 and 

authorized by the commission and approved by a practitioner 

authorized to prescribe drugs, a physician assistant under chapter 

18.71A RCW when authorized by the Washington medical 

commission, or any of the following professionals in any province 

of Canada that shares a common border with the state of 

Washington or in any state of the United States: A physician 

licensed to practice medicine and surgery or a physician licensed 

to practice osteopathic medicine and surgery, a dentist licensed to 

practice dentistry, a podiatric physician and surgeon licensed to 

practice podiatric medicine and surgery, a licensed advanced 

registered nurse practitioner, a licensed physician assistant, or a 

veterinarian licensed to practice veterinary medicine: 

PROVIDED, HOWEVER, That the above provisions shall not 

apply to sale, delivery, or possession by drug wholesalers or drug 

manufacturers, or their agents or employees, or to any practitioner 

acting within the scope of his or her license, or to a common or 

contract carrier or warehouse operator, or any employee thereof, 

whose possession of any legend drug is in the usual course of 

business or employment: PROVIDED FURTHER, That nothing 

in this chapter or chapter 18.64 RCW shall prevent a family 

planning clinic that is under contract with the health care authority 

from selling, delivering, possessing, and dispensing 

commercially prepackaged oral contraceptives prescribed by 

authorized, licensed health care practitioners: PROVIDED 

FURTHER, That nothing in this chapter prohibits possession or 

delivery of legend drugs by an authorized collector or other 

person participating in the operation of a drug take-back program 

authorized in chapter 69.48 RCW. 

(2)(a) A violation of this section involving the sale, delivery, or 

possession with intent to sell or deliver is a class B felony 

punishable according to chapter 9A.20 RCW. 

(b) A violation of this section involving knowing possession is 

a misdemeanor. The prosecutor is encouraged to divert such cases 

for assessment, treatment, or other services. 

(c) A violation of this section involving knowing use in a public 

place is a misdemeanor. The prosecutor is encouraged to divert 

such cases for assessment, treatment, or other services. 

(d) No person may be charged with both knowing possession 

and knowing use in a public place under this section relating to 

the same course of conduct. 

(e) In lieu of jail booking and referral to the prosecutor for a 

violation of this section involving knowing possession, or 

knowing use in a public place, law enforcement is encouraged to 

offer a referral to assessment and services available under RCW 

10.31.110 or other program or entity responsible for receiving 

referrals in lieu of legal system involvement, which may include, 

but are not limited to, arrest and jail alternative programs 

established under RCW 36.28A.450, law enforcement assisted 

diversion programs established under RCW 71.24.589, and the 

recovery navigator program established under RCW 71.24.115. 

(3) For the purposes of this section, "public place" has the same 

meaning as defined in RCW 66.04.010, but the exclusions in 

RCW 66.04.011 do not apply. 

(4) For the purposes of this section, "use any legend drug" 

means to introduce the drug into the human body by injection, 

inhalation, ingestion, or any other means. 

Sec. 5.   RCW 69.50.509 and 1987 c 202 s 228 are each 

amended to read as follows: 

If, upon the sworn complaint of any person, it shall be made to 

appear to any judge of the superior court, district court, or 

municipal court that there is probable cause to believe that any 

controlled substance is being used, manufactured, sold, bartered, 

exchanged, administered, dispensed, delivered, distributed, 

produced, knowingly possessed, given away, furnished or 

otherwise disposed of or kept in violation of the provisions of this 

chapter, such judge shall, with or without the approval of the 

prosecuting attorney, issue a warrant directed to any law 

enforcement officer of the state, commanding him or her to search 

the premises designated and described in such complaint and 

warrant, and to seize all controlled substances there found, 

together with the vessels in which they are contained, and all 

implements, furniture and fixtures used or kept for the illegal 

manufacture, sale, barter, exchange, administering, dispensing, 

delivering, distributing, producing, possessing, giving away, 

furnishing or otherwise disposing of such controlled substances, 

and to safely keep the same, and to make a return of said warrant 

within three days, showing all acts and things done thereunder, 

with a particular statement of all articles seized and the name of 

the person or persons in whose possession the same were found, 

if any, and if no person be found in the possession of said articles, 

the returns shall so state. The provisions of RCW 10.31.030 as 

now or hereafter amended shall apply to actions taken pursuant to 

this chapter. 
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NEW SECTION.  Sec. 6.  A new section is added to chapter 

43.43 RCW to read as follows: 

Subject to the availability of funds appropriated for this 

specific purpose, the Washington state patrol bureau of forensic 

laboratory services shall aim to complete the necessary analysis 

for any evidence submitted for a suspected violation of RCW 

69.50.4011(1) (b) or (c), 69.50.4013, 69.50.4014, or 69.41.030(2) 

(b) or (c) within 45 days of receipt of the request for analysis. 

The Washington state patrol bureau of forensic laboratory 

services' failure to comply with this section shall not constitute 

grounds for dismissal of a criminal charge. 

Part II – Relating to Drug Paraphernalia 

Sec. 7.   RCW 69.50.4121 and 2022 c 16 s 92 are each 

amended to read as follows: 

(1) Every person who sells ((or gives,)) or permits to be sold 

((or given)) to any person any drug paraphernalia in any form 

commits a class I civil infraction under chapter 7.80 RCW. For 

purposes of this subsection, "drug paraphernalia" means all 

equipment, products, and materials of any kind which are used, 

intended for use, or designed for use in planting, propagating, 

cultivating, growing, harvesting, manufacturing, compounding, 

converting, producing, processing, preparing, ((testing, 

analyzing,)) packaging, repackaging, storing, containing, 

concealing, injecting, ingesting, inhaling, or otherwise 

introducing into the human body a controlled substance other than 

cannabis. Drug paraphernalia includes, but is not limited to 

objects used, intended for use, or designed for use in ingesting, 

inhaling, or otherwise introducing cocaine into the human body, 

such as: 

(a) Metal, wooden, acrylic, glass, stone, plastic, or ceramic 

pipes with or without screens, permanent screens, hashish heads, 

or punctured metal bowls; 

(b) Water pipes; 

(c) Carburetion tubes and devices; 

(d) Smoking and carburetion masks; 

(e) Miniature cocaine spoons and cocaine vials; 

(f) Chamber pipes; 

(g) Carburetor pipes; 

(h) Electric pipes; 

(i) Air-driven pipes; and 

(j) Ice pipes or chillers. 

(2) It shall be no defense to a prosecution for a violation of this 

section that the person acted, or was believed by the defendant to 

act, as agent or representative of another. 

(3) Nothing in subsection (1) of this section prohibits ((legal)) 

distribution ((of injection)) or use of public health supplies 

including, but not limited to, syringe equipment, smoking 

equipment, or drug testing equipment, through public health 

((and)) programs, community-based HIV prevention programs, 

outreach, shelter, and housing programs, and pharmacies. Public 

health and syringe service program staff taking samples of 

substances and using drug testing equipment for the purpose of 

analyzing the composition of the substances or detecting the 

presence of certain substances are acting legally and are exempt 

from arrest and prosecution under RCW 69.50.4011(1) (b) or (c), 

69.50.4013, 69.50.4014, or 69.41.030(2) (b) or (c). 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 8.  A new section is added to chapter 

69.50 RCW to read as follows: 

(1) The state of Washington hereby fully occupies and 

preempts the entire field of drug paraphernalia regulation within 

the boundaries of the state including regulation of the use, selling, 

giving, delivery, and possession of drug paraphernalia, except as 

provided in subsection (2) of this section. Cities, towns, and 

counties or other municipalities may enact only those laws and 

ordinances relating to drug paraphernalia that are specifically 

authorized by state law and are consistent with this chapter. Such 

local ordinances must have the same penalty as provided for by 

state law. Local laws and ordinances that are inconsistent with, 

more restrictive than, or exceed the requirements of state law may 

not be enacted and are preempted and repealed, regardless of the 

nature of the code, charter, or home rule status of such city, town, 

county, or municipality. 

(2) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prohibit cities 

or counties from enacting laws or ordinances relating to the 

establishment or regulation of harm reduction services 

concerning drug paraphernalia. 

Part III - Providing Opportunities for Pretrial Diversion 

Pursuant to RCW 71.24.115, 36.28A.450, and 71.24.589 and 

Vacating Convictions 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 9.  A new section is added to chapter 

69.50 RCW to read as follows: 

(1) Nothing in this section prevents the defendant, with the 

consent of the prosecuting attorney as required by RCW 2.30.030, 

from seeking to resolve charges under RCW 69.50.4011(1) (b) or 

(c), 69.50.4013, 69.50.4014, or 69.41.030(2) (b) or (c) through 

available therapeutic courts or other alternatives to prosecution 

including, but not limited to, a stipulated order of continuance or 

deferred prosecution. Nothing in this section prevents the 

defendant or the prosecuting attorney from seeking or agreeing 

to, or the court from ordering, any other resolution of charges or 

terms of supervision that suit the circumstances of the defendant's 

situation and advance stabilization, recovery, crime reduction, 

and justice. 

(2) In any jurisdiction with a recovery navigator program 

established under RCW 71.24.115, an arrest and jail alternative 

program established under RCW 36.28A.450, or a law 

enforcement assisted diversion program established under RCW 

71.24.589, any defendant charged with a violation of RCW 

69.50.4011(1) (b) or (c), 69.50.4013, 69.50.4014, or 69.41.030(2) 

(b) or (c) may make a motion to participate in pretrial diversion 

and agree to waive his or her right to a speedy trial if the motion 

is granted, subject to the following: 

(a) In any case where the defendant is only charged with a 

violation of RCW 69.50.4011(1) (b) or (c), 69.50.4013, 

69.50.4014, or 69.41.030(2) (b) or (c), and the defendant has not 

been convicted of any offenses committed after the effective date 

of this section, the court shall grant the motion, continue the 

hearing, and refer the defendant to a recovery navigator program 

established under RCW 71.24.115, an arrest and jail alternative 

program established under RCW 36.28A.450, or a law 

enforcement assisted diversion program established under RCW 

71.24.589. 

(b) In any case where the defendant does not meet the criteria 

described in (a) of this subsection, the court may grant the motion, 

continue the hearing, and refer the defendant to a recovery 

navigator program established under RCW 71.24.115, an arrest 

and jail alternative program established under RCW 36.28A.450, 

or a law enforcement assisted diversion program established 

under RCW 71.24.589. 

(c) In all cases, the court may not grant the motion unless the 

prosecuting attorney consents to the defendant's participation in 

pretrial diversion. The prosecuting attorney is strongly 

encouraged to agree to diversion in any case where the defendant 

is only charged with a violation of RCW 69.50.4011(1) (b) or (c), 

69.50.4013, 69.50.4014, or 69.41.030(2) (b) or (c). The 

prosecuting attorney may divert additional charges related to 

substance use disorder for nonfelony offenses that are not crimes 

against persons. 

(3) Prior to granting the defendant's motion to participate in 

pretrial diversion under this section, the court shall provide the 

defendant and the defendant's counsel with the following 

information: 



 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 15 

FIRST DAY, MAY 16, 2023 2023 1ST SPECIAL SESSION 

(a) A full description of the procedures for pretrial diversion; 

(b) A general explanation of the roles and authority of the 

probation department, the prosecuting attorney, the recovery 

navigator program under RCW 71.24.115, arrest and jail 

alternative program under RCW 36.28A.450, or law enforcement 

assisted diversion program under RCW 71.24.589, and the court 

in the process; 

(c) A clear statement that the court may grant pretrial diversion 

with respect to any offense under RCW 69.50.4011(1) (b) or (c), 

69.50.4013, 69.50.4014, or 69.41.030(2) (b) or (c) that is charged, 

provided that the defendant pleads not guilty to the charge or 

charges and waives his or her right to a speedy trial, and that upon 

the defendant's successful completion of pretrial diversion, as 

specified in subsection (11) of this section, and motion of the 

defendant, prosecuting attorney, court, or probation department, 

the court must dismiss the charge or charges against the 

defendant; 

(d) A clear statement that if the defendant has not made 

substantial progress with treatment or services provided that are 

appropriate to the defendant's circumstances or, if applicable, 

community service, the prosecuting attorney may make a motion 

to terminate pretrial diversion and schedule further proceedings 

as otherwise provided in this section; 

(e) An explanation of criminal record retention and disposition 

resulting from participation in pretrial diversion and the 

defendant's rights relative to answering questions about his or her 

arrest and pretrial diversion following successful completion; and 

(f) A clear statement that under federal law it is unlawful for 

any person who is an unlawful user of or addicted to any 

controlled substance to ship or transport in interstate or foreign 

commerce, or possess in or affecting commerce, any firearm or 

ammunition, or to receive any firearm or ammunition which has 

been shipped or transported in interstate or foreign commerce. 

(4) If the court grants the defendant's motion to participate in 

pretrial diversion under this section, the recovery navigator 

program established under RCW 71.24.115, the arrest and jail 

alternative program established under RCW 36.28A.450, or the 

law enforcement assisted diversion program established under 

RCW 71.24.589, shall provide the court written confirmation of 

completion of the assessment and a statement indicating the 

defendant's enrollment or referral to any specific service or 

program. The confirmation and statement of the recovery 

navigator program established under RCW 71.24.115, the arrest 

and jail alternative program established under RCW 36.28A.450, 

or the law enforcement assisted diversion program established 

under RCW 71.24.589 shall be filed under seal with the court, and 

a copy shall be given to the prosecuting attorney, defendant, and 

defendant's counsel. The confirmation and statement are 

confidential and exempt from disclosure under chapter 42.56 

RCW. The court shall endeavor to avoid public discussion of the 

circumstances, history, or diagnoses that could stigmatize the 

defendant. 

(5) Subject to the availability of funds appropriated for this 

specific purpose, the assessment and recommended treatment or 

services must be provided at no cost for defendants who have 

been found to be indigent by the court. 

(6) If the assessment conducted by the recovery navigator 

program established under RCW 71.24.115, the arrest and jail 

alternative program established under RCW 36.28A.450, or the 

law enforcement assisted diversion program established under 

RCW 71.24.589 includes a referral to any treatment or services, 

the recovery navigator program established under RCW 

71.24.115, the arrest and jail alternative program established 

under RCW 36.28A.450, the law enforcement assisted diversion 

program established under RCW 71.24.589, or service provider 

shall provide the court with regular written status updates on the 

defendant's progress on a schedule acceptable to the court. The 

updates must be provided at least monthly and be filed under seal 

with the court, with copies given to the prosecuting attorney, 

defendant, and defendant's counsel. The updates and their copies 

are confidential and exempt from disclosure under chapter 42.56 

RCW. The court shall endeavor to avoid public discussion of the 

circumstances, history, or diagnoses that could stigmatize the 

defendant. 

(7) If the assessment conducted by the recovery navigator 

program established under RCW 71.24.115, the arrest and jail 

alternative program established under RCW 36.28A.450, or the 

law enforcement assisted diversion program established under 

RCW 71.24.589 does not recommend any treatment or services, 

the defendant must instead complete an amount of community 

service as determined by the court, but not to exceed 120 hours of 

community service, in order to complete pretrial diversion. 

(8) Admissions made by the individual in the course of 

receiving services from the recovery navigator program 

established under RCW 71.24.115, the arrest and jail alternative 

program established under RCW 36.28A.450, or the law 

enforcement assisted diversion program established under RCW 

71.24.589 may not be used against the individual in the 

prosecution's case in chief. 

(9) A defendant's participation in pretrial diversion under this 

section does not constitute a conviction, a stipulation to facts, or 

an admission of guilt for any purpose. 

(10) If it appears to the prosecuting attorney that the defendant 

is not substantially complying with the recommended treatment 

or services as reflected by a written status update, the prosecuting 

attorney may make a motion for termination from pretrial 

diversion. 

(a) After notice to the defendant, the court must hold a hearing 

to determine whether pretrial diversion shall be terminated. 

(b) Before the hearing, the defendant and the defendant's 

counsel shall be advised of the nature of the alleged 

noncompliance and provided discovery of evidence supporting 

the allegation, including names and contact information of 

witnesses. 

(c) At the hearing, the court must consider the following 

factors: 

(i) The nature of the alleged noncompliance; and 

(ii) Any other mitigating circumstances, including, but not 

limited to, the defendant's efforts and due diligence, the 

availability of services in the geographic area, and the treatment 

and services offered to the defendant. 

(d) If the court finds the defendant is not substantially 

complying with the recommended treatment or services and 

thereafter terminates pretrial diversion, it shall state the grounds 

for its decision succinctly in the record and provide the 

prosecuting attorney, the defendant, and the defendant's counsel 

with a written order. 

(11) If the defendant successfully completes pretrial diversion, 

including in one of the following ways, the charge or charges 

under RCW 69.50.4011(1) (b) or (c), 69.50.4013, 69.50.4014, or 

69.41.030(2) (b) or (c) must be dismissed: 

(a) If the assessment prepared by the recovery navigator 

program, arrest and jail alternative program, or law enforcement 

assisted diversion program included a recommendation for 

treatment or services, the defendant successfully completes 

pretrial diversion either by having 12 months of substantial 

compliance with the assessment and recommended treatment or 

services and progress toward recovery goals as reflected by the 

written status updates or by successfully completing the 

recommended treatment or services, whichever occurs first; or 
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(b) If the assessment prepared by the recovery navigator 

program, arrest and jail alternative program, or law enforcement 

assisted diversion program did not include a recommendation for 

treatment or services, the defendant successfully completes 

pretrial diversion by completing the community service described 

in subsection (7) of this section and submitting proof of 

completion to the court. 

(12) Beginning January 1, 2025, the recovery navigator 

programs established under RCW 71.24.115, arrest and jail 

alternative programs established under RCW 36.28A.450, and 

law enforcement assisted diversion programs established under 

RCW 71.24.589 shall input data and information in the data 

integration platform under section 22 of this act for each case 

where the defendant participates in pretrial diversion under this 

section, including but not limited to the following: 

(a) Whether the pretrial diversion was terminated or was 

successfully completed and resulted in a dismissal; 

(b) The race, ethnicity, gender, gender expression or identity, 

disability status, and age of the defendant; and 

(c) Any other appropriate data and information as determined 

by the health care authority. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 10.   A new section is added to 

chapter 69.50 RCW to read as follows: 

When sentencing an individual for a violation of RCW 

69.50.4011(1) (b) or (c), 69.50.4013, 69.50.4014, or 69.41.030(2) 

(b) or (c), the court is encouraged to utilize any other resolution 

of the charges or terms of supervision that suit the circumstances 

of the defendant's situation and advance stabilization, recovery, 

crime reduction, and justice. 

Sec. 11.  RCW 9.96.060 and 2022 c 16 s 7 are each amended 

to read as follows: 

(1) When vacating a conviction under this section, the court 

effectuates the vacation by: (a)(i) Permitting the applicant to 

withdraw the applicant's plea of guilty and to enter a plea of not 

guilty; or (ii) if the applicant has been convicted after a plea of 

not guilty, the court setting aside the verdict of guilty; and (b) the 

court dismissing the information, indictment, complaint, or 

citation against the applicant and vacating the judgment and 

sentence. 

(2) Every person convicted of a misdemeanor or gross 

misdemeanor offense may apply to the sentencing court for a 

vacation of the applicant's record of conviction for the offense. If 

the court finds the applicant meets the requirements of this 

subsection, the court may in its discretion vacate the record of 

conviction. Except as provided in subsections (3), (4), ((and)) (5), 

and (6) of this section, an applicant may not have the record of 

conviction for a misdemeanor or gross misdemeanor offense 

vacated if any one of the following is present: 

(a) The applicant has not completed all of the terms of the 

sentence for the offense; 

(b) There are any criminal charges against the applicant 

pending in any court of this state or another state, or in any federal 

or tribal court, at the time of application; 

(c) The offense was a violent offense as defined in RCW 

9.94A.030 or an attempt to commit a violent offense; 

(d) The offense was a violation of RCW 46.61.502 (driving 

while under the influence), 46.61.504 (actual physical control 

while under the influence), 9.91.020 (operating a railroad, etc. 

while intoxicated), or the offense is considered a "prior offense" 

under RCW 46.61.5055 and the applicant has had a subsequent 

alcohol or drug violation within ten years of the date of arrest for 

the prior offense or less than ten years has elapsed since the date 

of the arrest for the prior offense; 

(e) The offense was any misdemeanor or gross misdemeanor 

violation, including attempt, of chapter 9.68 RCW (obscenity and 

pornography), chapter 9.68A RCW (sexual exploitation of 

children), or chapter 9A.44 RCW (sex offenses), except for 

failure to register as a sex offender under RCW 9A.44.132; 

(f) The applicant was convicted of a misdemeanor or gross 

misdemeanor offense as defined in RCW 10.99.020, or the court 

determines after a review of the court file that the offense was 

committed by one family or household member against another 

or by one intimate partner against another, or the court, after 

considering the damage to person or property that resulted in the 

conviction, any prior convictions for crimes defined in RCW 

10.99.020, or for comparable offenses in another state or in 

federal court, and the totality of the records under review by the 

court regarding the conviction being considered for vacation, 

determines that the offense involved domestic violence, and any 

one of the following factors exist: 

(i) The applicant has not provided written notification of the 

vacation petition to the prosecuting attorney's office that 

prosecuted the offense for which vacation is sought, or has not 

provided that notification to the court; 

(ii) The applicant has two or more domestic violence 

convictions stemming from different incidents. For purposes of 

this subsection, however, if the current application is for more 

than one conviction that arose out of a single incident, none of 

those convictions counts as a previous conviction; 

(iii) The applicant has signed an affidavit under penalty of 

perjury affirming that the applicant has not previously had a 

conviction for a domestic violence offense, and a criminal history 

check reveals that the applicant has had such a conviction; or 

(iv) Less than five years have elapsed since the person 

completed the terms of the original conditions of the sentence, 

including any financial obligations and successful completion of 

any treatment ordered as a condition of sentencing; 

(g) For any offense other than those described in (f) of this 

subsection, less than three years have passed since the person 

completed the terms of the sentence, including any financial 

obligations; 

(h) The offender has been convicted of a new crime in this state, 

another state, or federal or tribal court in the three years prior to 

the vacation application; or 

(i) The applicant is currently restrained by a domestic violence 

protection order, a no-contact order, an antiharassment order, or 

a civil restraining order which restrains one party from contacting 

the other party or was previously restrained by such an order and 

was found to have committed one or more violations of the order 

in the five years prior to the vacation application. 

(3) If the applicant is a victim of sex trafficking, prostitution, 

or commercial sexual abuse of a minor; sexual assault; or 

domestic violence as defined in RCW 9.94A.030, or the 

prosecutor applies on behalf of the state, the sentencing court may 

vacate the record of conviction if the application satisfies the 

requirements of RCW 9.96.080. When preparing or filing the 

petition, the prosecutor is not deemed to be providing legal advice 

or legal assistance on behalf of the victim, but is fulfilling an 

administrative function on behalf of the state in order to further 

their responsibility to seek to reform and improve the 

administration of criminal justice. A record of conviction vacated 

using the process in RCW 9.96.080 is subject to subsections (((6) 

and)) (7) and (8) of this section. 

(4) Every person convicted prior to January 1, 1975, of 

violating any statute or rule regarding the regulation of fishing 

activities, including, but not limited to, RCW 75.08.260, 

75.12.060, 75.12.070, 75.12.160, 77.16.020, 77.16.030, 

77.16.040, 77.16.060, and 77.16.240 who claimed to be 

exercising a treaty Indian fishing right, may apply to the 

sentencing court for vacation of the applicant's record of the 

misdemeanor, gross misdemeanor, or felony conviction for the 

offense. If the person is deceased, a member of the person's family 
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or an official representative of the tribe of which the person was 

a member may apply to the court on behalf of the deceased 

person. Notwithstanding the requirements of RCW 9.94A.640, 

the court shall vacate the record of conviction if: 

(a) The applicant is a member of a tribe that may exercise treaty 

Indian fishing rights at the location where the offense occurred; 

and 

(b) The state has been enjoined from taking enforcement action 

of the statute or rule to the extent that it interferes with a treaty 

Indian fishing right as determined under United States v. 

Washington, 384 F. Supp. 312 (W.D. Wash. 1974), or Sohappy v. 

Smith, 302 F. Supp. 899 (D. Oregon 1969), and any posttrial 

orders of those courts, or any other state supreme court or federal 

court decision. 

(5) Every person convicted of a misdemeanor cannabis offense, 

who was ((twenty-one)) 21 years of age or older at the time of the 

offense, may apply to the sentencing court for a vacation of the 

applicant's record of conviction for the offense. A misdemeanor 

cannabis offense includes, but is not limited to: Any offense under 

RCW 69.50.4014, from July 1, 2004, onward, and its predecessor 

statutes, including RCW 69.50.401(e), from March 21, 1979, to 

July 1, 2004, and RCW 69.50.401(d), from May 21, 1971, to 

March 21, 1979, and any offense under an equivalent municipal 

ordinance. If an applicant qualifies under this subsection, the 

court shall vacate the record of conviction. 

(6) If a person convicted of violating RCW 69.50.4011(1) (b) 

or (c), 69.50.4013, 69.50.4014, or 69.41.030(2) (b) or (c) 

completes a substance use disorder program and files proof of 

completion with the court, or obtains an assessment from a 

recovery navigator program established under RCW 71.24.115, 

an arrest and jail alternative program established under RCW 

36.28A.450, or a law enforcement assisted diversion program 

established under RCW 71.24.589, and has six months of 

substantial compliance with recommended treatment or services 

and progress toward recovery goals as reflected by a written status 

update, upon verification the court must vacate the conviction or 

convictions. 

(7) A person who is a family member of a homicide victim may 

apply to the sentencing court on the behalf of the victim for 

vacation of the victim's record of conviction for prostitution under 

RCW 9A.88.030. If an applicant qualifies under this subsection, 

the court shall vacate the victim's record of conviction. 

(((7))) (8)(a) Except as provided in (c) of this subsection, once 

the court vacates a record of conviction under this section, the 

person shall be released from all penalties and disabilities 

resulting from the offense and the fact that the person has been 

convicted of the offense shall not be included in the person's 

criminal history for purposes of determining a sentence in any 

subsequent conviction. For all purposes, including responding to 

questions on employment or housing applications, a person 

whose conviction has been vacated under this section may state 

that he or she has never been convicted of that crime. However, 

nothing in this section affects the requirements for restoring a 

right to possess a firearm under RCW 9.41.040. Except as 

provided in (b) of this subsection, nothing in this section affects 

or prevents the use of an offender's prior conviction in a later 

criminal prosecution. 

(b) When a court vacates a record of domestic violence as 

defined in RCW 10.99.020 under this section, the state may not 

use the vacated conviction in a later criminal prosecution unless 

the conviction was for: (i) Violating the provisions of a restraining 

order, no-contact order, or protection order restraining or 

enjoining the person or restraining the person from going on to 

the grounds of or entering a residence, workplace, school, or day 

care, or prohibiting the person from knowingly coming within, or 

knowingly remaining within, a specified distance of a location, a 

protected party's person, or a protected party's vehicle (RCW 

10.99.040, 10.99.050, 26.09.300, 26.26B.050, 26.44.063, 

26.44.150, or 26.52.070, or any of the former RCW 26.50.060, 

26.50.070, 26.50.130, and 74.34.145); (ii) stalking (RCW 

9A.46.110); or (iii) a domestic violence protection order or 

vulnerable adult protection order entered under chapter 7.105 

RCW. A vacated conviction under this section is not considered 

a conviction of such an offense for the purposes of 27 C.F.R. 

478.11. 

(c) A conviction vacated on or after July 28, 2019, qualifies as 

a prior conviction for the purpose of charging a present recidivist 

offense as defined in RCW 9.94A.030 occurring on or after July 

28, 2019. 

(((8))) (9) The clerk of the court in which the vacation order is 

entered shall immediately transmit the order vacating the 

conviction to the Washington state patrol identification section 

and to the local police agency, if any, which holds criminal history 

information for the person who is the subject of the conviction. 

The Washington state patrol and any such local police agency 

shall immediately update their records to reflect the vacation of 

the conviction, and shall transmit the order vacating the 

conviction to the federal bureau of investigation. A conviction 

that has been vacated under this section may not be disseminated 

or disclosed by the state patrol or local law enforcement agency 

to any person, except other criminal justice enforcement agencies. 

(((9))) (10) For the purposes of this section, "cannabis" has the 

meaning provided in RCW 69.50.101. 

Part IV – Opioid Treatment Rural Access and Expansion 

Sec. 12.   RCW 36.70A.200 and 2021 c 265 s 2 are each 

amended to read as follows: 

(1)(a) The comprehensive plan of each county and city that is 

planning under RCW 36.70A.040 shall include a process for 

identifying and siting essential public facilities. Essential public 

facilities include those facilities that are typically difficult to site, 

such as airports, state education facilities and state or regional 

transportation facilities as defined in RCW 47.06.140, regional 

transit authority facilities as defined in RCW 81.112.020, state 

and local correctional facilities, solid waste handling facilities, 

opioid treatment programs including both mobile and fixed-site 

medication units, recovery residences, harm reduction programs 

excluding safe injection sites, and inpatient facilities including 

substance ((abuse)) use disorder treatment facilities, mental 

health facilities, group homes, community facilities as defined in 

RCW 72.05.020, and secure community transition facilities as 

defined in RCW 71.09.020. 

(b) Unless a facility is expressly listed in (a) of this subsection, 

essential public facilities do not include facilities that are operated 

by a private entity in which persons are detained in custody under 

process of law pending the outcome of legal proceedings but are 

not used for punishment, correction, counseling, or rehabilitation 

following the conviction of a criminal offense. Facilities included 

under this subsection (1)(b) shall not include facilities detaining 

persons under RCW 71.09.020 (((6) or (15))) (7) or (16) or 

chapter 10.77 or 71.05 RCW. 

(c) The department of children, youth, and families may not 

attempt to site new community facilities as defined in RCW 

72.05.020 east of the crest of the Cascade mountain range unless 

there is an equal or greater number of sited community facilities 

as defined in RCW 72.05.020 on the western side of the crest of 

the Cascade mountain range. 

(d) For the purpose of this section, "harm reduction programs" 

means programs that emphasize working directly with people 

who use drugs to prevent overdose and infectious disease 

transmission, improve the physical, mental, and social well-being 
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of those served, and offer low threshold options for accessing 

substance use disorder treatment and other services. 

(2) Each county and city planning under RCW 36.70A.040 

shall, not later than September 1, 2002, establish a process, or 

amend its existing process, for identifying and siting essential 

public facilities and adopt or amend its development regulations 

as necessary to provide for the siting of secure community 

transition facilities consistent with statutory requirements 

applicable to these facilities. 

(3) Any city or county not planning under RCW 36.70A.040 

shall, not later than September 1, 2002, establish a process for 

siting secure community transition facilities and adopt or amend 

its development regulations as necessary to provide for the siting 

of such facilities consistent with statutory requirements 

applicable to these facilities. 

(4) The office of financial management shall maintain a list of 

those essential state public facilities that are required or likely to 

be built within the next six years. The office of financial 

management may at any time add facilities to the list. 

(5) No local comprehensive plan or development regulation 

may preclude the siting of essential public facilities. 

(6) No person may bring a cause of action for civil damages 

based on the good faith actions of any county or city to provide 

for the siting of secure community transition facilities in 

accordance with this section and with the requirements of chapter 

12, Laws of 2001 2nd sp. sess. For purposes of this subsection, 

"person" includes, but is not limited to, any individual, agency as 

defined in RCW 42.17A.005, corporation, partnership, 

association, and limited liability entity. 

(7) Counties or cities siting facilities pursuant to subsection (2) 

or (3) of this section shall comply with RCW 71.09.341. 

(8) The failure of a county or city to act by the deadlines 

established in subsections (2) and (3) of this section is not: 

(a) A condition that would disqualify the county or city for 

grants, loans, or pledges under RCW 43.155.070 or 70A.135.070; 

(b) A consideration for grants or loans provided under RCW 

43.17.250(3); or 

(c) A basis for any petition under RCW 36.70A.280 or for any 

private cause of action. 

Sec. 13.   RCW 71.24.589 and 2019 c 314 s 29 are each 

amended to read as follows: 

(1) Subject to funds appropriated by the legislature, the 

authority shall ((implement a pilot project)) administer a grant 

program for law enforcement assisted diversion which shall 

adhere to law enforcement assisted diversion core principles 

recognized by the law enforcement assisted diversion national 

support bureau, the efficacy of which have been demonstrated in 

peer-reviewed research studies. 

(2) ((Under the pilot project, the)) The authority must partner 

with the law enforcement assisted diversion national support 

bureau to award ((a contract)) contracts, subject to appropriation, 

for ((two or more geographic areas)) jurisdictions in the state of 

Washington for law enforcement assisted diversion. Cities, 

counties, and tribes ((may compete for participation in a pilot 

project)), subdivisions thereof, public development authorities, 

and community-based organizations demonstrating support from 

necessary public partners, may serve as the lead agency applying 

for funding. Funds may be used to scale existing projects, and to 

invite additional jurisdictions to launch law enforcement assisted 

diversion programs. 

(3) The ((pilot projects)) program must provide for securing 

comprehensive technical assistance from law enforcement 

assisted diversion implementation experts to develop and 

implement a law enforcement assisted diversion program ((in the 

pilot project's geographic areas)) in a way that ensures fidelity to 

the research-based law enforcement assisted diversion model. 

Sufficient funds must be allocated from grant program funds to 

secure technical assistance for the authority and for the 

implementing jurisdictions. 

(4) The key elements of a law enforcement assisted diversion 

((pilot project)) program must include: 

(a) Long-term case management for individuals with substance 

use disorders; 

(b) Facilitation and coordination with community resources 

focusing on overdose prevention; 

(c) Facilitation and coordination with community resources 

focused on the prevention of infectious disease transmission; 

(d) Facilitation and coordination with community resources 

providing physical and behavioral health services; 

(e) Facilitation and coordination with community resources 

providing medications for the treatment of substance use 

disorders; 

(f) Facilitation and coordination with community resources 

focusing on housing, employment, and public assistance; 

(g) ((Twenty-four)) 24 hours per day and seven days per week 

response to law enforcement for arrest diversions; and 

(h) Prosecutorial support for diversion services. 

(5) No civil liability may be imposed by any court on the state 

or its officers or employees, an appointed or elected official, 

public employee, public agency as defined in RCW 4.24.470, 

combination of units of government and its employees as 

provided in RCW 36.28A.010, nonprofit community-based 

organization, tribal government entity, tribal organization, or 

urban Indian organization, based on the administration of a law 

enforcement assisted diversion program or activities carried out 

within the purview of a grant received under this program except 

upon proof of bad faith or gross negligence. 

Sec. 14.   RCW 71.24.590 and 2019 c 314 s 30 are each 

amended to read as follows: 

(1) When making a decision on an application for licensing or 

certification of ((a)) an opioid treatment program, the department 

shall: 

(a) Consult with the county legislative authorities in the area in 

which an applicant proposes to locate a program and the city 

legislative authority in any city in which an applicant proposes to 

locate a program; 

(b) License or certify only programs that will be sited in 

accordance with the appropriate county or city land use 

ordinances. Counties and cities may require conditional use 

permits with reasonable conditions for the siting of programs only 

to the extent that such reasonable conditional use requirements 

applied to opioid treatment programs are similarly applied to 

other essential public facilities and health care settings. Pursuant 

to RCW 36.70A.200, no local comprehensive plan or 

development regulation may preclude the siting of essential 

public facilities; 

(c) Not discriminate in its licensing or certification decision on 

the basis of the corporate structure of the applicant; 

(d) Consider the size of the population in need of treatment in 

the area in which the program would be located and license or 

certify only applicants whose programs meet the necessary 

treatment needs of that population; 

(e) Consider the availability of other certified opioid treatment 

programs near the area in which the applicant proposes to locate 

the program; 

(f) Consider the transportation systems that would provide 

service to the program and whether the systems will provide 

reasonable opportunities to access the program for persons in 

need of treatment; 

(g) Consider whether the applicant has, or has demonstrated in 

the past, the capability to provide the appropriate services to assist 

the persons who utilize the program in meeting goals established 
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by the legislature in RCW 71.24.585. The department shall 

prioritize licensing or certification to applicants who have 

demonstrated such capability and are able to measure their 

success in meeting such outcomes; 

(h) ((Hold one public hearing in the community in which the 

facility is proposed to be located. The hearing shall be held at a 

time and location that are most likely to permit the largest number 

of interested persons to attend and present testimony. The 

department shall notify all appropriate media outlets of the time, 

date, and location of the hearing at least three weeks in advance 

of the hearing)) Provide public notice to all appropriate media 

outlets in the community in which the facility is proposed to be 

located that states the applicant is proposing a facility in that 

community. 

(2) ((A)) No city or county legislative authority may impose a 

maximum capacity for ((a)) an opioid treatment program ((of not 

less than three hundred fifty participants if necessary to address 

specific local conditions cited by the county)). 

(3) A program applying for licensing or certification from the 

department and a program applying for a contract from a state 

agency that has been denied the licensing or certification or 

contract shall be provided with a written notice specifying the 

rationale and reasons for the denial. 

(4) Opioid treatment programs may order, possess, dispense, 

and administer medications approved by the United States food 

and drug administration for the treatment of opioid use disorder, 

alcohol use disorder, tobacco use disorder, and reversal of opioid 

overdose. For an opioid treatment program to order, possess, and 

dispense any other legend drug, including controlled substances, 

the opioid treatment program must obtain additional licensure as 

required by the department, except for patient-owned 

medications. 

(5) Opioid treatment programs may accept, possess, and 

administer patient-owned medications. 

(6) Registered nurses and licensed practical nurses may 

dispense up to a ((thirty-one)) 31 day supply of medications 

approved by the United States food and drug administration for 

the treatment of opioid use disorder to patients of the opioid 

treatment program, under an order or prescription and in 

compliance with 42 C.F.R. Sec. 8.12. 

(7) A mobile or fixed-site medication unit may be established 

as part of a licensed opioid treatment program. 

(8) For the purpose of this chapter, "opioid treatment program" 

means a program that: 

(a) Engages in the treatment of opioid use disorder with 

medications approved by the United States food and drug 

administration for the treatment of opioid use disorder and 

reversal of opioid overdose, including methadone; and 

(b) Provides a comprehensive range of medical and 

rehabilitative services. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 15.   A new section is added to 

chapter 43.330 RCW to read as follows: 

(1) Subject to funds appropriated for this specific purpose, a 

program is established in the department to fund the construction 

costs necessary to start up substance use disorder treatment and 

services programs and recovery housing in regions of the state 

that currently lack access to such programs. 

(2) This funding must be used to increase the number of 

substance use disorder treatment and services programs and 

recovery housing in underserved areas such as central and eastern 

Washington and rural areas. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 16.   RCW 10.31.115 (Drug 

possession—Referral to assessment and services) and 2021 c 311 

s 13 are each repealed. 

Part V – Funding, Promotion, and Training for Recovery 

Residences 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 17.   A new section is added to 

chapter 71.24 RCW to read as follows: 

Subject to the availability of funds appropriated for this 

specific purpose, the authority shall: 

(1) Make sufficient funding available to support establishment 

of an adequate and equitable stock of recovery residences in each 

region of the state; 

(2) Establish a voucher program to allow accredited recovery 

housing operators to hold bed space for individuals who are 

waiting for treatment; 

(3) Conduct outreach to underserved and rural areas to support 

the development of recovery housing, including adequate 

resources for women, LGBTQIA+ communities, Black, 

indigenous, and other people of color communities, immigrant 

communities, and youth; and 

(4) Develop a training for housing providers by January 1, 

2024, to assist them with providing appropriate service to 

LGBTQIA+ communities, Black, indigenous, and other people of 

color communities, and immigrant communities, including 

consideration of topics like harassment, communication, 

antiracism, diversity, and gender affirming behavior, and ensure 

applicants for grants or loans related to recovery residences 

receive access to the training. 

Sec. 18.   RCW 84.36.043 and 1998 c 174 s 1 are each 

amended to read as follows: 

(1) The real and personal property used by a nonprofit 

organization in providing emergency or transitional housing for 

low-income homeless persons as defined in RCW 35.21.685 or 

36.32.415 or victims of domestic violence who are homeless for 

personal safety reasons is exempt from taxation if: 

(a) The charge, if any, for the housing does not exceed the 

actual cost of operating and maintaining the housing; and 

(b)(i) The property is owned by the nonprofit organization; or 

(ii) The property is rented or leased by the nonprofit 

organization and the benefit of the exemption inures to the 

nonprofit organization. 

(2) The real and personal property used by a nonprofit 

organization in maintaining an approved recovery residence 

registered under RCW 41.05.760 is exempt from taxation if: 

(a) The charge for the housing does not exceed the actual cost 

of operating and maintaining the housing; and 

(b)(i) The property is owned by the nonprofit organization; or 

(ii) The property is rented or leased by the nonprofit 

organization and the benefit of the exemption inures to the 

nonprofit organization. 

(3) As used in this section: 

(a) "Homeless" means persons, including families, who, on one 

particular day or night, do not have decent and safe shelter nor 

sufficient funds to purchase or rent a place to stay. 

(b) "Emergency housing" means a project that provides 

housing and supportive services to homeless persons or families 

for up to sixty days. 

(c) "Transitional housing" means a project that provides 

housing and supportive services to homeless persons or families 

for up to two years and that has as its purpose facilitating the 

movement of homeless persons and families into independent 

living. 

(((3))) (d) "Recovery residence" has the same meaning as under 

RCW 41.05.760. 

(4) The exemption in subsection (2) of this section applies to 

taxes levied for collection in calendar years 2024 through 2033. 

(5) This exemption is subject to the administrative provisions 

contained in RCW 84.36.800 through 84.36.865. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 19.   (1) This section is the tax 
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preference performance statement for the tax preference 

contained in section 18, chapter . . ., Laws of 2023 (section 18 of 

this act). This performance statement is only intended to be used 

for subsequent evaluation of the tax preference. It is not intended 

to create a private right of action by any party or to be used to 

determine eligibility for preferential tax treatment. 

(2) The legislature categorizes this tax preference as one 

intended to provide tax relief for certain businesses or individuals, 

as indicated in RCW 82.32.808(2)(e). 

(3) By exempting property used by nonprofit organizations 

maintaining approved recovery residences, it is the legislature's 

specific public policy objective to maximize funding for recovery 

residences to the extent possible, thereby increasing availability 

of such residences. 

(4) To measure the effectiveness of the tax exemption provided 

in section 18 of this act in achieving the specific public policy 

objectives described in subsection (3) of this section, the joint 

legislative audit and review committee must evaluate: 

(a) Annual changes in the total number of parcels qualifying 

for the exemption under section 18 of this act; 

(b) The amount of annual property tax relief resulting from the 

tax exemption under section 18 of this act; 

(c) The average annual number of people housed at recovery 

residences located on property qualifying for the exemption under 

section 18 of this act; 

(d) The annualized amount charged for housing at recovery 

residences located on property qualifying for the exemption under 

section 18 of this act and the annualized estimated increase in the 

charge for housing if the properties had not been eligible for the 

exemption; and 

(e) The annual amount of expenditures by nonprofits to 

maintain recovery residences located on property qualifying for 

the exemption under section 18 of this act. 

(5) The legislature intends to extend the expiration date of the 

property tax exemption under section 18 of this act if the review 

by the joint legislative audit and review committee finds that: 

(a) The number of properties qualifying for the exemption 

under section 18 of this act has increased; 

(b) The number of individuals using recovery housing located 

on property qualifying for the exemption under section 18 of this 

act has increased; and 

(c) The amount charged for recovery housing is reasonably 

consistent with the actual cost of operating and maintaining the 

housing. 

(6) In order to obtain the data necessary to perform the review 

in subsection (4) of this section, the joint legislative audit and 

review committee may refer to: 

(a) Initial applications for the tax exemption under section 18 

of this act as approved by the department of revenue under RCW 

84.36.815; 

(b) Annual financial statements prepared by nonprofit entities 

claiming the tax exemption under section 18 of this act; 

(c) Filings with the federal government to maintain federal tax 

exempt status by nonprofit organizations claiming the tax 

exemption under section 18 of this act; and 

(d) Any other data necessary for the evaluation under 

subsection (4) of this section. 

Part VI – Training for Parents of Children with Substance 

Use Disorder and Caseworkers Within the Department of 

Children, Youth, and Families 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 20.   A new section is added to 

chapter 71.24 RCW to read as follows: 

(1) The authority, in consultation with the department of 

children, youth, and families, shall develop a training for parents 

of adolescents and transition age youth with substance use 

disorders by June 30, 2024, which training must build on and be 

consistent and compatible with existing training developed by the 

authority for families impacted by substance use disorder, and 

addressing the following: 

(a) Science and education related to substance use disorders 

and recovery; 

(b) Adaptive and functional communication strategies for 

communication with a loved one about their substance use 

disorder, including positive communication skills and strategies 

to influence motivation and behavioral change; 

(c) Self-care and means of obtaining support; 

(d) Means to obtain opioid overdose reversal medication when 

appropriate and instruction on proper use; and 

(e) Suicide prevention. 

(2) The authority and the department of children, youth, and 

families shall make this training publicly available, and the 

department of children, youth, and families must promote the 

training to licensed foster parents and caregivers, including any 

tribally licensed foster parents and tribal caregivers. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 21.   A new section is added to 

chapter 43.216 RCW to read as follows: 

The department shall provide opioid overdose reversal 

medication and training in the use of such medication to all 

department staff whose job duties require in-person service or 

case management for child welfare or juvenile rehabilitation 

clients. 

Part VII – Recovery Navigator Programs 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 22.   A new section is added to 

chapter 71.24 RCW to read as follows: 

(1) The authority must develop and implement a data 

integration platform by June 30, 2025, to support recovery 

navigator programs, law enforcement assisted diversion 

programs, arrest and jail alternative programs, and similar 

diversion efforts. The data integration platform shall: 

(a) Serve as a statewide common database available for 

tracking diversion efforts across the state; 

(b) Serve as a data collection and management tool for 

practitioners, allowing practitioners to input data and information 

relating to the utilization and outcomes of pretrial diversions, 

including whether such diversions were terminated, were 

successfully completed and resulted in dismissal, or are still 

ongoing; 

(c) Assist in standardizing definitions and practices; and 

(d) Track pretrial diversion participants by race, ethnicity, 

gender, gender expression or identity, disability status, and age. 

(2) If possible, the authority must leverage and interact with 

existing platforms already in use in efforts funded by the 

authority. The authority must establish a quality assurance 

process for behavioral health administrative services 

organizations and employ data validation for fields in the data 

collection workbook. The authority must engage and consult with 

the law enforcement assisted diversion national support bureau on 

data integration approaches, platforms, quality assurance 

protocols, and validation practices. 

(3) Information submitted to the data integration platform is 

exempt from public disclosure requirements under chapter 42.56 

RCW. 

Sec. 23.   RCW 42.56.360 and 2020 c 323 s 2 are each 

amended to read as follows: 

(1) The following health care information is exempt from 

disclosure under this chapter: 

(a) Information obtained by the pharmacy quality assurance 

commission as provided in RCW 69.45.090; 

(b) Information obtained by the pharmacy quality assurance 

commission or the department of health and its representatives as 

provided in RCW 69.41.044, 69.41.280, and 18.64.420; 

(c) Information and documents created specifically for, and 
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collected and maintained by a quality improvement committee 

under RCW 43.70.510, 70.230.080, or 70.41.200, or by a peer 

review committee under RCW 4.24.250, or by a quality assurance 

committee pursuant to RCW 74.42.640 or 18.20.390, or by a 

hospital, as defined in RCW 43.70.056, for reporting of health 

care-associated infections under RCW 43.70.056, a notification 

of an incident under RCW 70.56.040(5), and reports regarding 

adverse events under RCW 70.56.020(2)(b), regardless of which 

agency is in possession of the information and documents; 

(d)(i) Proprietary financial and commercial information that 

the submitting entity, with review by the department of health, 

specifically identifies at the time it is submitted and that is 

provided to or obtained by the department of health in connection 

with an application for, or the supervision of, an antitrust 

exemption sought by the submitting entity under RCW 43.72.310; 

(ii) If a request for such information is received, the submitting 

entity must be notified of the request. Within ten business days of 

receipt of the notice, the submitting entity shall provide a written 

statement of the continuing need for confidentiality, which shall 

be provided to the requester. Upon receipt of such notice, the 

department of health shall continue to treat information 

designated under this subsection (1)(d) as exempt from 

disclosure; 

(iii) If the requester initiates an action to compel disclosure 

under this chapter, the submitting entity must be joined as a party 

to demonstrate the continuing need for confidentiality; 

(e) Records of the entity obtained in an action under RCW 

18.71.300 through 18.71.340; 

(f) Complaints filed under chapter 18.130 RCW after July 27, 

1997, to the extent provided in RCW 18.130.095(1); 

(g) Information obtained by the department of health under 

chapter 70.225 RCW; 

(h) Information collected by the department of health under 

chapter 70.245 RCW except as provided in RCW 70.245.150; 

(i) Cardiac and stroke system performance data submitted to 

national, state, or local data collection systems under RCW 

70.168.150(2)(b); 

(j) All documents, including completed forms, received 

pursuant to a wellness program under RCW 41.04.362, but not 

statistical reports that do not identify an individual; 

(k) Data and information exempt from disclosure under RCW 

43.371.040; ((and)) 

(l) Medical information contained in files and records of 

members of retirement plans administered by the department of 

retirement systems or the law enforcement officers' and 

firefighters' plan 2 retirement board, as provided to the 

department of retirement systems under RCW 41.04.830; and 

(m) Data submitted to the data integration platform under 

section 22 of this act. 

(2) Chapter 70.02 RCW applies to public inspection and 

copying of health care information of patients. 

(3)(a) Documents related to infant mortality reviews conducted 

pursuant to RCW 70.05.170 are exempt from disclosure as 

provided for in RCW 70.05.170(3). 

(b)(i) If an agency provides copies of public records to another 

agency that are exempt from public disclosure under this 

subsection (3), those records remain exempt to the same extent 

the records were exempt in the possession of the originating 

entity. 

(ii) For notice purposes only, agencies providing exempt 

records under this subsection (3) to other agencies may mark any 

exempt records as "exempt" so that the receiving agency is aware 

of the exemption, however whether or not a record is marked 

exempt does not affect whether the record is actually exempt from 

disclosure. 

(4) Information and documents related to maternal mortality 

reviews conducted pursuant to RCW 70.54.450 are confidential 

and exempt from public inspection and copying. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 24.   A new section is added to 

chapter 71.24 RCW to read as follows: 

(1) The authority shall contract with the Washington state 

institute for public policy to conduct a study of the long-term 

effectiveness of the recovery navigator programs under RCW 

71.24.115 and law enforcement assisted diversion programs 

under RCW 71.24.589 implemented in Washington state, with 

reports due by June 30, 2028, June 30, 2033, and June 30, 2038, 

and an assessment as described under subsection (2) of this 

section. The Washington state institute for public policy shall 

collaborate with the authority and the substance use recovery 

services advisory committee under RCW 71.24.546 on the topic 

of data collection and to determine the parameters of the report, 

which shall include: 

(a) Recidivism rates for recovery navigator and law 

enforcement assisted diversion program participants, including a 

comparison between individuals who did and did not use the 

pretrial diversion program under section 9 of this act, and 

outcomes for these individuals; 

(b) Trends or disparities in utilization of the recovery navigator 

and LEAD programs and outcomes based on race, ethnicity, 

gender, gender expression or identity, disability status, age, and 

other appropriate characteristics; and 

(c) Recommendations, if any, for modification and 

improvement of the recovery navigator program or law 

enforcement assisted diversion programs. 

(2)(a) The Washington state institute for public policy shall, in 

consultation with the authority and other key stakeholders, 

conduct a descriptive assessment of the current status of statewide 

recovery navigator programs and the degree to which the 

implementation of these programs reflects fidelity to the core 

principles of the law enforcement assisted diversion program as 

established by the law enforcement assisted diversion national 

support bureau in its toolkit as it existed on July 1, 2023, which 

shall include: 

(i) The results of the law enforcement assisted diversion 

standards fidelity index analysis, conducted by an independent 

research scientist with expertise in law enforcement assisted 

diversion evaluation, including findings with respect to each 

standard assessed, for each recovery navigator program, in each 

behavioral health administrative services organization region; 

(ii) Reports on utilization of technical support from the law 

enforcement assisted diversion national support bureau by 

recovery navigator program contractors, the authority, and 

behavioral health administrative services organizations; and 

(iii) Barriers to achieving fidelity to core principles. 

(b) The report shall also describe law enforcement assisted 

diversion programs in Washington state that are not affiliated 

with recovery navigator programs. 

(c) The report may include recommendations for changes to 

recovery navigator programs reported by recovery navigator 

program administrators, stakeholders, or participants. 

(d) The authority, behavioral health administrative services 

organizations, and other recovery navigator program 

administrators shall cooperate with the institute in making this 

assessment. 

(e) The institute shall submit this assessment to the governor 

and relevant committees of the legislature by June 30, 2024. 

(3) The authority shall cooperate with the Washington state 

institute for public policy to provide data for the assessment and 

reports under this section. 

(4) The authority must establish an expedited preapproval 
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process by August 1, 2023, that allows requests for the use of data 

to be forwarded to the Washington state institutional review board 

without delay when the request is made by the Washington state 

institute for public policy for the purpose of completing a study 

that has been directed by the legislature. 

Sec. 25.   RCW 71.24.115 and 2021 c 311 s 2 are each 

amended to read as follows: 

(1) Each behavioral health administrative services organization 

shall establish ((a)) recovery navigator ((program)) programs 

with the goal of providing law enforcement and other criminal 

legal system personnel with a credible alternative to further legal 

system involvement for criminal activity that stems from unmet 

behavioral health needs or poverty. The programs shall work to 

improve community health and safety by reducing individuals' 

involvement with the criminal legal system through the use of 

specific human services tools and in coordination with 

community input. Each program must include a dedicated project 

manager and be governed by a policy coordinating group 

comprised, in alignment with the core principles, of local 

executive and legislative officials, public safety agencies, 

including police and prosecutors, and civil rights, public defense, 

and human services organizations. 

(2) The recovery navigator programs shall be organized on a 

scale that permits meaningful engagement, collaboration, and 

coordination with local law enforcement and municipal agencies 

through the policy coordinating groups. The ((program)) 

programs shall provide community-based outreach, intake, 

assessment, and connection to services and, as appropriate, long-

term intensive case management and recovery coaching services, 

to youth and adults with substance use disorder, including for 

persons with co-occurring substance use disorders and mental 

health conditions, who are referred to the program from diverse 

sources and shall facilitate and coordinate connections to a broad 

range of community resources for youth and adults with 

substance use disorder, including treatment and recovery support 

services. Recovery navigator programs must serve and prioritize 

individuals who are actually or potentially exposed to the criminal 

legal system with respect to unlawful behavior connected to 

substance use or other behavioral health issues. 

(((2) The)) (3) By June 30, 2024, the authority shall 

((establish)) revise its uniform program standards for behavioral 

health administrative services organizations to follow in the 

design of their recovery navigator programs to achieve fidelity 

with the core principles. The uniform program standards must be 

modeled upon the components of the law enforcement assisted 

diversion program and address project management, field 

engagement, biopsychosocial assessment, intensive case 

management and care coordination, stabilization housing when 

available and appropriate, and, as necessary, legal system 

coordination for participants' legal cases that may precede or 

follow referral to the program. The uniform program standards 

must incorporate the law enforcement assisted diversion 

framework for diversion at multiple points of engagement with 

the criminal legal system, including prearrest, prebooking, 

prefiling, and for ongoing case conferencing with law 

enforcement, prosecutors, community stakeholders, and program 

case managers. The authority must adopt the uniform program 

standards from the components of the law enforcement assisted 

diversion program to accommodate an expanded population of 

persons with substance use disorders, including persons with co-

occurring substance use disorders and mental health conditions, 

((and allow)) provide for referrals from a broad range of sources, 

and require prioritization of those who are or likely will be 

exposed to the criminal legal system related to their behavioral 

health challenges. In addition to accepting referrals from law 

enforcement and courts of limited jurisdiction, the uniform 

program standards must provide guidance for accepting referrals 

on behalf of persons with substance use disorders, including 

persons with co-occurring substance use disorders and mental 

health conditions, from various sources including, but not limited 

to, self-referral, family members of the individual, emergency 

department personnel, persons engaged with serving homeless 

persons, including those living unsheltered or in encampments, 

fire department personnel, emergency medical service personnel, 

community-based organizations, members of the business 

community, harm reduction program personnel, faith-based 

organization staff, and other sources within the criminal legal 

system, ((as outlined)) so that individuals are engaged as early as 

possible within the sequential intercept model. In developing 

response time requirements within the statewide program 

standards, the authority shall require, subject to the availability of 

amounts appropriated for this specific purpose, that responses to 

referrals from law enforcement occur immediately for in-custody 

referrals and shall strive for rapid response times to other 

appropriate settings such as emergency departments and courts of 

limited jurisdiction. 

(((3))) (4) Subject to the availability of amounts appropriated 

for this specific purpose, the authority shall provide funding to 

each behavioral health administrative services organization for 

the ((development of its)) continuation of and, as required by this 

section, the revisions to and reorganization of the recovery 

navigator ((program)) programs they fund. Before receiving 

funding for implementation and ongoing administration, each 

behavioral health administrative services organization must 

submit a program plan that demonstrates the ability to fully 

comply with statewide program standards. The authority shall 

establish a schedule for the regular review of recovery navigator 

programs funded by behavioral health administrative services 

((organizations' programs)) organizations. The authority shall 

arrange for technical assistance to be provided by the LEAD 

national support bureau to all behavioral health administrative 

services organizations, the authority, contracted providers, and 

independent stakeholders and partners, such as prosecuting 

attorneys and law enforcement. 

(((4))) (5) Each behavioral health administrative services 

organization must have a substance use disorder regional 

administrator for its recovery navigator program. The regional 

administrator shall be responsible for assuring compliance with 

program standards, including staffing standards. Each recovery 

navigator program must maintain a sufficient number of 

appropriately trained personnel for providing intake and referral 

services, conducting comprehensive biopsychosocial 

assessments, providing intensive case management services, and 

making warm handoffs to treatment and recovery support services 

along the continuum of care. Program staff must include people 

with lived experience with substance use disorder to the extent 

possible. The substance use disorder regional administrator must 

assure that staff who are conducting intake and referral services 

and field assessments are paid a livable and competitive wage and 

have appropriate initial training and receive continuing education. 

(((5))) (6) Each recovery navigator program must submit 

quarterly reports to the authority with information identified by 

the authority and the substance use recovery services advisory 

committee. The reports must be provided to the substance use 

recovery services advisory committee for discussion at meetings 

following the submission of the reports. 

(7) No civil liability may be imposed by any court on the state 

or its officers or employees, an appointed or elected official, 

public employee, public agency as defined in RCW 4.24.470, 

combination of units of government and its employees as 

provided in RCW 36.28A.010, nonprofit community-based 

organization, tribal government entity, tribal organization, or 
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urban Indian organization, based on the administration of a 

recovery navigator program except upon proof of bad faith or 

gross negligence. 

(8) For the purposes of this section, the term "core principles" 

means the core principles of a law enforcement assisted diversion 

program, as established by the law enforcement assisted diversion 

national support bureau in its toolkit, as it existed on July 1, 2023. 

Part VIII – Establishing a Pilot Program for Health 

Engagement Hubs 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 26.   A new section is added to 

chapter 71.24 RCW to read as follows: 

(1)(a) The authority shall implement a pilot program for health 

engagement hubs by August 1, 2024. The pilot program will test 

the functionality and operability of health engagement hubs, 

including whether and how to incorporate and build on existing 

medical, harm reduction, treatment, and social services in order 

to create an all-in-one location where people who use drugs can 

access such services. 

(b) Subject to amounts appropriated, the authority shall 

establish pilot programs on at least two sites, with one site located 

in an urban area and one located in a rural area. 

(c) The authority shall report on the pilot program results, 

including recommendations for expansion, and rules and payment 

structures, to the legislature no later than August 1, 2026. 

(2) The authority shall develop payment structures for health 

engagement hubs by June 30, 2024. Subject to the availability of 

funds appropriated for this purpose, and to the extent allowed 

under federal law, the authority shall direct medicaid managed 

care organizations to adopt a value-based bundled payment 

methodology in contracts with health engagement hubs and other 

opioid treatment providers. The authority shall not implement this 

requirement in managed care contracts unless expressly 

authorized by the legislature. 

(3) A health engagement hub is intended to: 

(a) Serve as an all-in-one location where people 18 years of age 

or older who use drugs can access a range of medical, harm 

reduction, treatment, and social services; 

(b) Be affiliated with existing syringe service programs, 

federally qualified health centers, community health centers, 

overdose prevention sites, safe consumption sites, patient-

centered medical homes, tribal behavioral health programs, peer 

run organizations such as clubhouses, services for unhoused 

people, supportive housing, and opioid treatment programs 

including mobile and fixed-site medication units established 

under an opioid treatment program, or other appropriate entity; 

(c) Provide referrals or access to methadone and other 

medications for opioid use disorder; 

(d) Function as a patient-centered medical home by offering 

high-quality, cost-effective patient-centered care, including 

wound care; 

(e) Provide harm reduction services and supplies; and 

(f) Provide linkage to housing, transportation, and other 

support services. 

Part IX – Education and Employment Pathways 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 27.   A new section is added to 

chapter 71.24 RCW to read as follows: 

Subject to funding provided for this specific purpose, the 

authority shall establish a grant program for providers of 

employment, education, training, certification, and other 

supportive programs designed to provide persons recovering from 

a substance use disorder with employment and education 

opportunities. The grant program shall employ a low-barrier 

application and give priority to programs that engage with black, 

indigenous, persons of color, and other historically underserved 

communities. 

Part X – Providing a Statewide Directory of Recovery 

Services 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 28.   A new section is added to 

chapter 71.24 RCW to read as follows: 

Subject to funding provided for this specific purpose, the 

authority must collaborate with the department and the 

department of social and health services to expand the 

Washington recovery helpline and the recovery readiness asset 

tool to provide a dynamically updated statewide behavioral health 

treatment and recovery support services mapping tool that 

includes a robust resource database for those seeking services and 

a referral system to be incorporated within the locator tool to help 

facilitate the connection between an individual and a facility that 

is currently accepting new referrals. The tool must include dual 

interface capability, one for public access and one for internal use 

and management. 

Part XI – Investing Adequately in Statewide Diversion 

Services 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 29.   The appropriations in this 

section are provided to the department of health and are subject 

to the following conditions and limitations: 

The following sums, or so much thereof as may be necessary, 

are each appropriated: $47,000 from the state general fund-local 

for the fiscal biennium ending June 30, 2025; and $13,000 from 

the health professions account for the fiscal biennium ending June 

30, 2025. The amounts in this section are provided solely for the 

department of health to adopt rules related to mobile medication 

units and conduct inspections for such units under RCW 

71.24.590. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 30.   The appropriations in this 

section are provided to the department of revenue and are subject 

to the following conditions and limitations: 

The following sums, or so much thereof as may be necessary, 

are each appropriated: $594,000 from the state general fund for 

the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024; and $140,000 from the state 

general fund for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025. The 

amounts in this section are provided solely for the department of 

revenue to administer the recovery residence tax exemption 

created in RCW 84.36.043. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 31.  The appropriation in this section 

is provided to the joint legislative audit and review committee and 

is subject to the following conditions and limitations: 

The sum of $23,000, or as much thereof as may be necessary, 

is appropriated for the fiscal biennium ending June 30, 2025, from 

the performance audits of government account. The amount in 

this section is provided solely for the purposes of conducting a tax 

preference review of the property tax exemption for recovery 

residences under RCW 84.36.043. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 32.  The appropriation in this section 

is provided to the Washington state patrol and is subject to the 

following conditions and limitations: 

The following sums, or so much thereof as may be necessary, 

are each appropriated: $813,000 from the state general fund for 

the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024; and $450,000 from the state 

general fund for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025. The 

amounts in this section are provided solely to support the 

Washington state patrol bureau of forensic laboratory services in 

completing the necessary analysis for any evidence submitted for 

a suspected violation of RCW 69.50.4011(1)(b), 69.50.4013, or 

69.41.030 within 45 days of receipt of the request for analysis. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 33.   The appropriations in this 

section are provided to the state health care authority and are 

subject to the following conditions and limitations: 

(1) The following sums, or so much thereof as may be 

necessary, are each appropriated: $3,600,000 from the opioid 
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abatement settlement account for the fiscal biennium ending June 

30, 2025; $700,000 from the state general fund for the fiscal year 

ending June 30, 2024; and $700,000 from the state general fund 

for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025. The amounts in this 

subsection are provided solely for the purposes of maintaining a 

memorandum of understanding with the criminal justice training 

commission to provide ongoing funding for community grants 

under RCW 36.28A.450. 

(2) The following sums, or so much thereof as may be 

necessary, are each appropriated: $3,783,000 from the opioid 

abatement settlement account for the fiscal biennium ending June 

30, 2025; and $3,810,000 from the general fund-federal for the 

fiscal biennium ending June 30, 2025. The amounts in this 

subsection are provided solely for the administration of this act. 

(3) The following sums, or so much thereof as may be 

necessary, are each appropriated: $1,000,000 from the state 

general fund for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024; and 

$1,000,000 from the state general fund for the fiscal year ending 

June 30, 2025. The amounts in this subsection are provided solely 

for the authority to award grants to crisis services providers to 

establish and expand 23-hour crisis relief center capacity. It is the 

intent of the legislature that grants are awarded to an equivalent 

number of providers to the west and the east of the Cascade 

mountains. The authority must consider the geographic 

distribution of proposed grant applicants and the regional need for 

23-hour crisis relief centers when awarding grant funds. 

(4) The sum of $4,000,000, or as much thereof as may be 

necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal biennium ending June 30, 

2025, from the opioid abatement settlement account. The amount 

in this subsection is provided solely for the authority to establish 

a health engagement hub pilot program to include both urban and 

rural locations under section 26 of this act. 

(5) The sum of $3,768,000, or as much thereof as may be 

necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal biennium ending June 30, 

2025, from the opioid abatement settlement account. The amount 

in this subsection is provided solely for the authority to increase 

the number of mobile methadone units operated by existing 

opioid treatment providers, increase the number of opioid 

treatment provider fixed medication units operated by existing 

opioid treatment providers, and to expand opioid treatment 

programs with a prioritization for rural areas. 

(6) The sum of $5,242,000, or as much thereof as may be 

necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal biennium ending June 30, 

2025, from the opioid abatement settlement account. The amount 

in this subsection is provided solely for the authority to provide 

grants to providers of employment and educational services to 

individuals with substance use disorder under section 27 of this 

act. 

(7) The following sums, or so much thereof as may be 

necessary, are each appropriated: $750,000 from the state general 

fund for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024; $750,000 from the 

state general fund for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025; and 

$500,000 from the opioid abatement settlement account for the 

fiscal biennium ending June 30, 2025. The amounts in this 

subsection are provided solely for the authority to provide grants 

to support substance use disorder family navigator programs. 

(8) The following sums, or so much thereof as may be 

necessary, are each appropriated: $3,750,000 from the state 

general fund for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024; and 

$3,750,000 from the state general fund for the fiscal year ending 

June 30, 2025. The amounts in this subsection are provided solely 

for the authority to provide short-term housing vouchers for 

individuals with substance use disorders, with a focus on 

providing such resources to people in the five most populous 

counties of the state. 

(9) The following sums, or so much thereof as may be 

necessary, are each appropriated: $2,000,000 from the state 

general fund for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024; and 

$2,000,000 from the state general fund for the fiscal year ending 

June 30, 2025. The amounts in this subsection are provided solely 

for the authority to provide grants for the operational costs of new 

staffed recovery residences which serve individuals with 

substance use disorders who require more support than a level 1 

recovery residence, with a focus on providing grants to recovery 

residences which serve individuals in the five most populous 

counties of the state. 

(10) The following sums, or so much thereof as may be 

necessary, are each appropriated: $1,000,000 from the state 

general fund for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024; and 

$1,000,000 from the state general fund for the fiscal year ending 

June 30, 2025. The amounts in this subsection are provided solely 

for the authority to support the provision of behavioral health co-

responder services on nonlaw enforcement emergency medical 

response teams. 

(11) The following sums, or so much thereof as may be 

necessary, are each appropriated: $250,000 from the state general 

fund for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024; and $250,000 from 

the state general fund for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025. 

The amounts in this subsection are provided solely for the 

authority to continue and increase a contract for services funded 

in section 215(127), chapter 297, Laws of 2022 (ESSB 5693) to 

provide information and support related to safe housing and 

support services for youth exiting inpatient mental health and/or 

substance use disorder facilities to stakeholders, inpatient 

treatment facilities, young people, and other community 

providers that serve unaccompanied youth and young adults. 

(12) The following sums, or so much thereof as may be 

necessary, are each appropriated: $2,500,000 from the state 

general fund for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024; and 

$2,500,000 from the state general fund for the fiscal year ending 

June 30, 2025. The amounts in this subsection are provided solely 

for the authority to award contracts through the grant program for 

law enforcement assisted diversion under RCW 71.24.589. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 34.   The appropriations in this 

section are provided to the department of commerce and are 

subject to the following conditions and limitations: 

The following sums, or so much thereof as may be necessary, 

are each appropriated: $1,500,000 from the state general fund for 

the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024; and $1,500,000 from the 

state general fund for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025. The 

amounts in this section are provided solely for the office of 

homeless youth to administer a competitive grant process to 

award funding to licensed youth shelters, HOPE centers, and 

crisis residential centers to provide behavioral health support 

services, including substance use disorder services, for youth in 

crisis, and to increase funding for current grantees. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 35.   The appropriations in this 

section are provided to the office of public defense and are subject 

to the following conditions and limitations: 

The following sums, or so much thereof as may be necessary, 

are each appropriated: $3,000,000 from the state general fund for 

the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024; and $6,000,000 from the 

state general fund for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025. The 

amounts in this section are provided solely for the purpose of 

section 39 of this act. 

Part XII – Streamlining Substance Use Disorder 

Treatment Assessments 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 36.   A new section is added to 

chapter 71.24 RCW to read as follows: 

(1) The authority shall convene a work group to recommend 

changes to systems, policies, and processes related to intake, 

screening, and assessment for substance use disorder services, 
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with the goal to broaden the workforce capable of administering 

substance use disorder assessments and to make the assessment 

process as brief as possible, including only what is necessary to 

manage utilization and initiate care. The assessment shall be low 

barrier, person-centered, and amenable to administration in 

diverse health care settings and by a range of health care 

professionals. The assessment shall consider the person's self-

identified needs and preferences when evaluating direction of 

treatment and may include different components based on the 

setting, context, and past experience with the client. 

(2) The work group must include care providers, payors, people 

who use drugs, individuals in recovery from substance use 

disorder, and other individuals recommended by the authority. 

The work group shall present its recommendations to the 

governor and appropriate committees of the legislature by 

December 1, 2024. 

Sec. 37.   RCW 18.64.600 and 2020 c 244 s 2 are each 

amended to read as follows: 

(1) The license of location for a pharmacy licensed under this 

chapter may be extended to a remote dispensing site where 

technology is used to dispense medications ((approved by the 

United States food and drug administration)) used for the 

treatment of opioid use disorder or its symptoms. 

(2) In order for a pharmacy to use remote dispensing sites, a 

pharmacy must register each separate remote dispensing site with 

the commission. 

(3) The commission shall adopt rules that establish minimum 

standards for remote dispensing sites registered under this 

section. The minimum standards shall address who may retrieve 

medications for opioid use disorder stored in or at a remote 

dispensing site pursuant to a valid prescription or chart order. The 

minimum standards must require the pharmacy be responsible for 

stocking and maintaining a perpetual inventory of the medications 

for opioid use disorder stored in or at the registered remote 

dispensing site. The dispensing technology may be owned by 

either the pharmacy or the registered remote dispensing site. 

(4) The secretary may adopt rules to establish a reasonable fee 

for obtaining and renewing a registration issued under this 

section. 

(5) The registration issued under this section will be considered 

as part of the pharmacy license issued under RCW 18.64.043. If 

the underlying pharmacy license is not active, then the 

registration shall be considered inoperable by operation of law. 

Part XIII - Health Care Authority Comprehensive Data 

Reporting 

Requirements 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 38.   A new section is added to 

chapter 71.24 RCW to read as follows: 

(1) The authority is responsible for providing regular 

assessments of the prevalence of substance use disorders and 

interactions of persons with substance use disorder with service 

providers, nonprofit service providers, first responders, health 

care facilities, and law enforcement agencies. Beginning in 2026, 

the annual report required in subsection (3)(a) of this section shall 

include a comprehensive assessment of the information described 

in this subsection for the prior calendar year. 

(2)(a) The authority shall identify the types and sources of data 

necessary to implement the appropriate means and methods of 

gathering data to provide the information required in subsection 

(1) of this section. 

(b) The authority must provide a preliminary inventory report 

to the governor and the legislature by December 1, 2023, and a 

final inventory report by December 1, 2024. The reports must: 

(i) Identify existing types and sources of data available to the 

authority to provide the information required in subsection (1) of 

this section and what data are necessary but currently unavailable 

to the authority; 

(ii) Include recommendations for new data connections, new 

data-sharing authority, and sources of data that are necessary to 

provide the information required in subsection (1) of this section; 

and 

(iii) Include recommendations, including any necessary 

legislation, regarding the development of reporting mechanisms 

between the authority and service providers, nonprofit service 

providers, health care facilities, law enforcement agencies, and 

other state agencies to gather the information required in 

subsection (1) of this section. 

(3)(a) Beginning July 1, 2024, and each July 1st thereafter until 

July 1, 2028, the authority shall provide an implementation report 

to the governor and the legislature regarding recovery residences, 

recovery navigator programs, the health engagement pilot 

programs, and the law enforcement assisted diversion grants 

program. The report shall include: 

(i) The number of contracts awarded to law enforcement 

assisted diversion programs, including the amount awarded in the 

contract, and the names and service locations of contract 

recipients; 

(ii) The location of recovery residences, recovery navigator 

programs, health engagement hub pilot programs, and law 

enforcement assisted diversion programs; 

(iii) The scope and nature of services provided by recovery 

navigator programs, health engagement hub pilot programs, and 

law enforcement assisted diversion programs; 

(iv) The number of individuals served by recovery residences, 

recovery navigator programs, health engagement hub pilot 

programs, and law enforcement assisted diversion programs; 

(v) If known, demographic data concerning the utilization of 

these services by overburdened and underrepresented 

communities; and 

(vi) The number of grants awarded to providers of 

employment, education, training, certification, and other 

supportive programs, including the amount awarded in each grant 

and the names of provider grant recipients, as provided for in 

section 27 of this act. 

(b) The data obtained by the authority under this section shall 

be integrated with the Washington state institute for public policy 

report under section 24 of this act. 

(4) Beginning in the July 1, 2027, report in subsection (3)(a) of 

this section, the authority shall provide: 

(a) The results and effectiveness of the authority's collaboration 

with the department of health and the department of social and 

health services to expand the Washington recovery helpline and 

recovery readiness asset tool to provide a dynamically updated 

statewide behavioral health treatment and recovery support 

services mapping tool, including the results and effectiveness 

with respect to overburdened and underrepresented communities, 

in accordance with section 28 of this act; 

(b) The results and effectiveness of the authority's development 

and implementation of a data integration platform to support 

recovery navigator programs and to serve as a common database 

available for diversion efforts across the state, including the 

results and effectiveness with respect to overburdened and 

underrepresented communities, as provided in section 22 of this 

act; 

(c) The effectiveness and outcomes of training developed and 

provided by the authority in consultation with the department of 

children, youth, and families, as provided in section 20 of this act; 

and 

(d) The effectiveness and outcomes of training developed by 

the authority for housing providers, as provided in section 17(4) 
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of this act. 

Part XIV - Public Defense Consultation and Representation 

for Indigent Adults 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 39.   A new section is added to 

chapter 2.70 RCW to read as follows: 

(1) Subject to amounts appropriated for this specific purpose, 

the office of public defense may provide reimbursement of 

eligible expenses or contract directly with indigent defense 

providers for consultation and representation services for indigent 

adults facing pending charges or charged with violations of RCW 

69.50.4011(1) (b) or (c), 69.50.4013, 69.50.4014, or 69.41.030(2) 

(b) or (c), or charged with offenses involving allegations of 

possession or public use of a controlled substance, counterfeit 

substance, or legend drug, in courts of limited jurisdiction in 

counties with a population of 500,000 or less and cities with a 

population of 200,000 or less. The county or city may enter into 

an agreement with the office of public defense for reimbursement 

of eligible expenses or designate the office of public defense to 

contract directly with indigent defense providers for consultation 

and representation services in their jurisdiction. 

(2) Nothing in this section creates an entitlement to counsel at 

state expense or a right by counties or cities for the provision of 

services by the office of public defense that would exceed the 

amounts appropriated for this specific purpose. 

Part XV - Miscellaneous Provisions 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 40.  Section 6 of this act takes effect 

January 1, 2025. 

Sec. 41.  2021 c 311 s 29 (uncodified) is amended to read as 

follows: 

Sections 8 through 10((,)) and 12((, 15, and 16)) of this act 

expire July 1, 2023. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 42.  Sections 1 through 5, 7 through 

11, and 41 of this act are necessary for the immediate preservation 

of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the state 

government and its existing public institutions, and take effect 

July 1, 2023. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 43.  If any provision of this act or its 

application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the 

remainder of the act or the application of the provision to other 

persons or circumstances is not affected." 

On page 1, line 4 of the title, after "paraphernalia;" strike the 

remainder of the title and insert "amending RCW 69.50.4011, 

69.50.4013, 69.50.4014, 69.41.030, 69.50.509, 69.50.4121, 

9.96.060, 36.70A.200, 71.24.589, 71.24.590, 10.31.110, and 

84.36.043; amending 2021 c 311 s 29 (uncodified); adding a new 

section to chapter 43.43 RCW; adding new sections to chapter 

69.50 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 43.330 RCW; 

adding a new section to chapter 26.12 RCW; adding new sections 

to chapter 71.24 RCW; adding new sections to chapter 43.216 

RCW; adding a new section to chapter 2.70 RCW; creating new 

sections; repealing RCW 10.31.115; prescribing penalties; 

making appropriations; providing effective dates; and declaring 

an emergency." 

 

The President declared the question before the Senate to be the 

adoption of striking amendment no. 0470 by Senator Robinson to 

Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5536. 

The motion by Senator Robinson carried and striking 

amendment no. 0470 was adopted by voice vote. 

 

MOTION 

 

On motion of Senator Robinson, the rules were suspended, 

Second Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5536 was 

advanced to third reading, the second reading considered the third 

and the bill was placed on final passage. 

Senators Robinson, Braun, Kuderer, Muzzall and Trudeau 

spoke in favor of passage of the bill. 

Senator Fortunato spoke on passage of the bill. 

Senator Padden spoke against passage of the bill. 

 

The President declared the question before the Senate to be the 

final passage of Second Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill 

No. 5536. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

The Secretary called the roll on the final passage of Second 

Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5536 and the bill 

passed the Senate by the following vote: Yeas, 43; Nays, 6; 

Absent, 0; Excused, 0. 

Voting yea: Senators Billig, Boehnke, Braun, Cleveland, 

Conway, Dhingra, Dozier, Fortunato, Frame, Gildon, Hawkins, 

Holy, Hunt, Kauffman, Keiser, King, Kuderer, Liias, Lovelett, 

Lovick, MacEwen, McCune, Mullet, Muzzall, Nguyen, Nobles, 

Randall, Robinson, Rolfes, Salomon, Shewmake, Short, Stanford, 

Torres, Trudeau, Valdez, Van De Wege, Wagoner, Warnick, 

Wellman, Wilson, C., Wilson, J. and Wilson, L. 

Voting nay: Senators Hasegawa, Padden, Pedersen, Rivers, 

Saldaña and Schoesler 

 

SECOND ENGROSSED SECOND SUBSTITUTE SENATE 

BILL NO. 5536, having received the constitutional majority, was 

declared passed. There being no objection, the title of the bill was 

ordered to stand as the title of the act. 

 

MOTION 

 

On motion of Senator Pedersen, the Senate reverted to the 

fourth order of business. 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

 
May 16, 2023 

MR. PRESIDENT: 
The Speaker has signed: 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 8409, 
and the same is herewith transmitted. 

BERNARD DEAN, Chief Clerk 
 

MOTION 

 

At 11:27 a.m., on motion of Senator Pedersen, the Senate was 

declared to be at ease subject to the call of the President. 

 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

 
The Senate was called to order at 2:58 p.m. by the President of 

the Senate, Lt. Governor Heck presiding. 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

 
May 16, 2023 

MR. PRESIDENT: 
The House has passed: 

SECOND ENGROSSED SECOND SUBSTITUTE SENATE 

BILL NO. 5536, 
and the same is herewith transmitted. 

MELISSA PALMER, Deputy Chief Clerk 
 

MOTION 
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On motion of Senator Pedersen, the Senate advanced to the 

sixth order of business. 

 

SECOND READING 

 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 8410, by 

Senators Pedersen and Short 

 

Adjourning the 2023 1st Special Session of the Sixty-eighth 

Legislature SINE DIE. 

 

The measure was read the second time. 

 

MOTION 

 

On motion of Senator Pedersen, the rules were suspended, 

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 8410 was advanced to third 

reading, the second reading considered the third and the bill was 

placed on final passage. 

 

The President declared the question before the Senate to be the 

final passage of Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 8410. 

 

Senator Pedersen spoke in favor of adoption of the resolution. 

 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 8410 having 

received a majority was adopted by voice vote. 

 

MOTION 

 

On motion of Senator Pedersen, the Senate reverted to the third 

order of business. 

 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 

 

May 16, 2023 

To the Honorable President and Members, 

The Senate of the State of Washington 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

I have the honor to advise you that on May 16, 2023, Governor 

Inslee approved the following Senate Bills entitled: 

 
Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5187 

Relating to fiscal matters. 

 
Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5200 

Relating to the capital budget. 

 

Sincerely, 

/s/ 

Drew Shirk, Executive Director of Legislative Affairs 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

 

The Honorable President of the Senate 

Legislature of the State of Washington 

Olympia, Washington 98504 

 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

We respectfully transmit for your consideration the following 

bill which was partially vetoed by the Governor, together with the 

official veto message setting forth his objections to the sections 

or items of the bill, as required by Article III, section 12, of the 

Washington State Constitution: 

 
Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5555 

 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 

and affixed the Seal of the state of Washington, this 16th day of 

May, 2023. 

RANDY BOLERJACK, Deputy Secretary of State 

(Seal) 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR 

 

May 15, 2023  

To the Honorable President and Members,  

The Senate of the State of Washington  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen:  

 

I am returning herewith, without my approval as to Section 4, 

Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5555 entitled:  

 

"AN ACT Relating to addressing the behavioral health 

workforce shortage and expanding access to peer services by 

creating the profession of certified peer specialists." 

 

This bill is incredibly important for the development of our 

peer workforce.  Creating the credentialing process is one that 

we have done for many professions and it is equally important 

here.   

Section 4 creates a state certified peer specialist advisory 

committee. However, though most professions do include an 

advisory committee or board, the advisory committee in section 

4 goes too far into the roles and responsibilities of the authorized 

agency and places agency responsibilities with an outside entity.   

I will note that one of the advisory committee’s responsibilities 

outlined in section 4 is to advise on rulemaking.  I am instructing 

the Department of Health to ensure that there is extensive 

community engagement through the rulemaking process as this 

new credential is being developed.   

 

For these reasons I have vetoed Section 4 of Second Substitute 

Senate Bill No. 5555.  

With the exception of Section 4, Second Substitute Senate Bill 

No. 5555 is approved. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ 

Jay Inslee Governor 

 
MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

 

The Honorable President of the Senate 

Legislature of the State of Washington 

Olympia, Washington 98504 

 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

We respectfully transmit for your consideration the following 

bill which was partially vetoed by the Governor, together with the 

official veto message setting forth his objections to the sections 

or items of the bill, as required by Article III, section 12, of the 

Washington State Constitution: 

 
Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5371 

 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 

and affixed the Seal of the state of Washington, this 16th day of 
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May, 2023. 

RANDY BOLERJACK, Deputy Secretary of State 

(Seal) 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR 

 

May 15, 2023 

To the Honorable President and Members,  

The Senate of the State of Washington  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen:  

 

I am returning herewith, without my approval as to Sections 3 

and 4, Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5371 entitled: 

 

"AN ACT Relating to protecting southern resident orcas from 

vessels." 

 

This important bill protects Southern Resident orcas by 

addressing vessel impacts on their ability to forage, communicate 

and rest by expanding the vessel buffer (or approach distance) 

around Southern Resident orcas to 1,000 yards. It also reduces 

and simplifies the commercial whale watching licensing fees and 

improves the supporting education and enforcement efforts 

around these changes.  

Section 3 of the bill requires a mailing to every registered 

vessel owner in the state regarding the orca protection vessel 

setbacks, speed limits, and whale warning flags. This mailing 

would entail a significant cost to the identified agencies, but 

funding was not provided for this work in the final budget. For 

this reason, I am vetoing Section 3.  However, the updated vessel 

distance laws do not come in effect until 2025, so it is my hope 

that the workgroup tasked with developing outreach and 

education strategies under Section 6 of the bill will be able to 

provide recommendations and cost estimates to be considered in 

the 2024 supplemental budget.  

Section 4 of the bill requires the Department of Fish and 

Wildlife to develop a transboundary and statewide plan to 

implement vessel distance regulations. The department is a 

coordinating partner in the Be Whale Wise partnership, which 

coordinates orca recovery efforts, including a transboundary plan 

for vessel guidelines across the state, federal, and international 

jurisdictions. Updating the transboundary plan is already 

prescribed in RCW 77.65.620, and the existing Southern Resident 

orca conservation and management framework also includes 

biennial adaptive management reporting requirements. The plan 

required in Section 4 would largely duplicate this ongoing effort 

and would not likely produce meaningfully different results. In 

addition, no funding was provided for the requirements in Section 

4.  For these reasons, I am vetoing Section 4. However, I am 

directing the department to coordinate with the Department of 

Fisheries and Oceans and with Transport Canada, who have 

jurisdiction in Canadian waters and manage vessel restrictions in 

Canada, in support of the updated Southern Resident orca 

recovery efforts.  

 

For these reasons I have vetoed Sections 3 and 4 of Engrossed 

Substitute Senate Bill No. 5371. 

With the exception of Sections 3 and 4, Engrossed Substitute 

Senate Bill No. 5371 is approved. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ 

Jay Inslee Governor 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

 

The Honorable President of the Senate 

Legislature of the State of Washington 

Olympia, Washington 98504 

 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

We respectfully transmit for your consideration the following 

bill which was partially vetoed by the Governor, together with the 

official veto message setting forth his objections to the sections 

or items of the bill, as required by Article III, section 12, of the 

Washington State Constitution: 

 

Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5134 

 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 

and affixed the Seal of the state of Washington, this 16th day of 

May, 2023. 

RANDY BOLERJACK, Deputy Secretary of State 

(Seal) 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR 

 

May 15, 2023 

To the Honorable President and Members,  

The Senate of the State of Washington  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen:  

 

I am returning herewith, without my approval as to Sections 1 

and 3, Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5134 entitled: 

 

"AN ACT Relating to reentry services and supports." 

 

Section 3 of Second Substitute Senate Bill 5134 expands the 

Department of Corrections' existing discharge planning 

requirements by adding a number of reentry linkage case 

management services to its existing individual reentry planning 

requirements. For example, Section 3 would require that 

discharge plans include an evaluation of each person’s behavioral 

and physical health needs, as well as assistance with obtaining 

identification and completing applications for state and federal 

government assistance and benefits.  

I agree that we should better support individuals who leave 

prison after completing their sentences and return to the 

community. Connecting these individuals with treatment and 

health services will facilitate successful reentry and reduce 

recidivism. However, the funding provided for Section 3 of this 

bill is inadequate and the department does not have the capacity 

to absorb this work within its existing budget. Therefore, I am 

vetoing Section 3.  

Section 1 is the intent section, which states the Legislature’s 

intent to expand the discharge planning requirements. Because I 

am vetoing Section 3, Section 1 no longer aligns with the bill.   

While I am vetoing Sections 1 and 3, I am directing the 

Department of Corrections to provide a 90-day supply of 

necessary prescribed medications upon release, as clinically 

appropriate, through a combination of a 30-day supply of in-hand 

medications and a 60-day supply of prescriptions. This provision 

is included in Section 3 of the bill and the department can 

implement this as part of its Health Services program.  

 

For these reasons I have vetoed Sections 1 and 3 of Second 

Substitute Senate Bill No. 5134.  

With the exception of Sections 1 and 3, Second Substitute 

Senate Bill No. 5134 is approved. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ 

Jay Inslee Governor 

 

SIGNED BY THE PRESIDENT 

 

Pursuant to Article 2, Section 32 of the State Constitution and 

Senate Rule 1(5), the President announced the signing of and 

thereupon did sign in open session: 
SECOND ENGROSSED SECOND SUBSTITUTE  

SENATE BILL NO. 5536. 

 

MOTION 

 

On motion of Senator Pedersen, the Senate advanced to the 

fourth order of business. 

 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

 
May 16, 2023 

MR. PRESIDENT: 
The House has adopted: 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 8410, 
and the same is herewith transmitted. 

MELISSA PALMER, Deputy Chief Clerk 
 

May 16, 2023 
MR. PRESIDENT: 
The Speaker has signed: 

SECOND ENGROSSED SECOND SUBSTITUTE  

SENATE BILL NO. 5536, 
and the same is herewith transmitted. 

MELISSA PALMER, Deputy Chief Clerk 
 

SIGNED BY THE PRESIDENT 

 

Pursuant to Article 2, Section 32 of the State Constitution and 

Senate Rule 1(5), the President announced the signing of and 

thereupon did sign in open session: 
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 8410. 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

 
May 16, 2023 

MR. PRESIDENT: 
The Speaker has signed: 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 8410, 
and the same are herewith transmitted. 

MELISSA PALMER, Deputy Chief Clerk 
 

MOTIONS 
 

On motion of Senator Pedersen, the reading of the Journal for 

the first day of the 2023 First Special Session of the Sixty-Eighth 

Legislature was dispensed with and it was approved. 

At 3:45 p.m., on motion of Senator Pedersen, the 2023 First 

Special Session of the Sixty-Eighth Legislature adjourned SINE 

DIE. 

 

DENNY HECK, President of the Senate 

 

SARAH BANNISTER, Secretary of the Senate 
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